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FOREWORD

Providencecitizens, alwaysconservative,haveshownan
abiding interestin preservingthe city’s heritage.And a re
view of what thiscity hasretainedfrom its pastexplainsthat
interest.An old city laid out on bothsidesof a riverthat once
widenedinto a cove,Providencefirst spreadup a steephill
on theEastSide. HereBenefitStreetstill boastsanunbroken
row of eighteenth-centuryhouses;hereare theearlyRepub
lican mansionsof someof Providence’srichestearly mer
chants.Herestandthe First Baptist Meeting Houseof 1775,
St.John’sEpiscopalChurchof 1810,andthe First Congrega
tional Church of 1816. Here along the waterfront are the
town’s brick MarketHouse1772 andthe earlynineteenth-
century warehouses.Up the hill are Brown University’s
buildings: the CollegeEdificeof 1770,HopeCollegeof 1822,
Manning Chapel of 1834, and buildings that have been
addedthrough the years.

Across the river on the West Side, along Westminster
StreetandWeybossetStreet,which follows theline of anold
Indian trail, still standbuildings like the domedBeneficent
CongregationalChurch, begun in 1809 and enlarged in
1836;GraceChurchof 1846;and Providence’ssplendidAr
cadeof 1828. Providence’sdowntownis compactandrela
tively intact, filled with nineteenth-and early twentieth-
centurybusinessandcommercialbuildings, many of which
are designedby importantlocal or often nationally known
architects.Around thecity, newneighborhoods,growingup
along expandingroadsandstreetcarlines like Broadwayand

Fig. 1: ThomasStreet,view to the northeastfrom North Main Street.

Elmwood Avenue,beganto fill up in the nineteenthand
twentiethcenturieswith mansionsbuilt in parklikegrounds
by rich industrialists,textile manufacturers,or merchants-
or with the rows of multiple-family housesneededfor a
rapidly expanding worker population. This book, Provi
dence: A Citywide Survey of Historical Resources,contains
important,detailedinformation aboutwell knownbuildings
andhistoric areasaswell asaboutlessoftennoticedresiden
tial expansion,suchas the twentieth-centurydevelopments
along BlackstoneBoulevard or FreemanParkway, where
housingwas carefully sitedalong landscapedparkways.

It is clear that a city worth preservinghas beenpassed
down from the town’s foundersandthosewho followed.
Someof thedeteriorationthat hasoccurredduring compara
tively recentyearsalso makesclearby contrastthat theeffort
neededto restore and keepthis city is even more worth
doing.

In newly settledAmerica,in vastlyopenland, thoughtsof
preservationcameslowly - first shownin sporadicrecord
keepingandoccasionalefforts to savesomestructureas a
memorial or shrine.Providencetypically followed the na
tional pattern,still developingbut not yet preserving.By
1822,interestin historicalandantiquarianmattershadled to
the formation of the Rhode Island Historical Society. In
1844,the Societybuilt its headquarters"Cabinet" building
still standingat 68 WatermanStreet,andhere the Society
collectedhistorical recordsand publishedscholarlyarticles.
An interest in preservinghistoric buildings was also evi
dencedby its unusualtry to savethe Newporthomeof Wil
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hamCoddington,thefirst colonial governor,andits success
ful appealin the1 830sto Yale Collegenot to razeWhitehall,
the 1 730s home of Bishop George Berkeley. During these
mid-nineteenth-centuryyears,ProvidencearchitectThomas
A. Tefft beganto look at the city’s colonial buildings with a
freshvision. In 1850 he wrote

These early structuresrequire preservationboth for
their architecturalvaluesandfor their historical associ
ations,and thereis scarcelya building of this period
where you can find a clumsy or inappropriateorna
mentwhile in no caseis theconvenienceof the internal
arrangementsacrificedto externalappearance.

When Tefft was commissionedin 1851 to enlarge Provi
dence’s colonial State House, he addeda fore-tower that
reflectedelementsof the original building.

Philadelphia’sCentennialExpositionof 1876 for the first
time focusednational attention on the historical, architec
tural, commercial,andindustrialachievementsmadeduring
the country’s first hundredyears of independence.Each
statewasaskedto identify andmarkRevolutionaryWar and
Indian sites and placesassociatedwith key local historic
events.The Rhode Island GeneralAssembly respondedby
passing a resolution calling for identification and marking
of sites, a programin which the Rhode Island Historical
Societyplayeda leadingrole. The new interestin the colo
nial pastresultedin publicationsidentifying and describing
picturesquebuildings and scenes,like those depicted in
Edwin Whitefield’s Homesof Our Forefathersin Connecticut
and RhodeIsland, publishedin 1882. Soon, The American
Architect and Building News, foundedin 1876 to show the
work of contemporaryarchitects,beganpublishing articles
and measureddrawingsof colonial and Federalbuildings;
amongthese,architecturalrenderingsandmeasureddraw
ings of Providence’sJohnBrown Houseappearedin 1886.
Such drawingscalled attention to the buildings of colonial
America and helpedto sparka return to colonial models.
From the 1880sinto the earlytwentiethcentury,a full-scale
Colonial Revival periodemerged,for which Providencewas
notable,especiallyfor a number of boxy, red-brick build
ings with white trim that reflecteda local building styleof
the early nineteenthcentury.

NormanMorrison Isham, oneof the leading restoration
architectsin America, wasone of Providence’spioneersin
historic preservation.A graduateof Brown University, he
enteredthefirm of Stone,Carpenter& Willson in 1886 and
openedhis own office in 1892. In 1895,he publishedwith
Albert P. Brown the landmarkEarly Rhode Island Houses,
which included framing studies,measureddrawings,and
hypothetical restorations.His interest in the structureof
theseearly buildings remained lifelong, in the course of
whichhewasinvolved in mostof theimportantrestorations,
not only in the state,but in New Englandas well.

By the turn of the century,a real preservationmovement
was beginningto develop.The patriotic societiesthat were
beingformedin the late 1 880sandearly 1 890s- the Daugh
tersof the AmericanRevolution,theNationalSocietyof the
ColonialDamesin America,the Sonsof the AmericanRev
olution, aswell as variouslocal socialorganizations- often
worked towardsaving a particularbuilding, sometimesfor
sentimentalreasons.For instance,in Providence,whenthe
Old SabinTavernon SouthMain Streetthe placewherethe
RevolutionaryWar plot to burn the British schoonerGaspee

washatchedwas demolishedin 1889, its owner, William
RichardTalbot,installedpartsof the "GaspeeRoom"wood
work and the stairsin his residenceat 209 Williams Street.
Here in 1892 Mrs. Talbot organizedthe GaspeeChapterof
the Daughtersof the American Revolution, and here the
salvagedstairhail, paneling,andparlormantelpieceremain
as memorials to this Revolutionary War event. With the
organizationof theEsekHopkinsChapterin 1919,the D. A.
R. assumedthe custodianshipof the 1756 Esek Hopkins
Houseon Admiral Street.The ProvidenceChapterof the
ColonialDamesorganizedin 1892,assumedcustodianship
of the state-ownedStephenHopkinsHousein 1927,whenit
wasmovedto 15 Hopkins Street.By this time, authenticity
of restorationhad becomean importantpreservationcon
sideration.The Colonial DameschoseNorman Isham to
supervisethe restorationand furnishing, and he carefully
retainedoriginal featuresof thehouse,restoredearly detail,
but installed a new front door which, while typical of the
1740 period, wasmore elaboratethan the original.

During the first yearsof the twentiethcentury, interestin
savingandrestoringcolonial buildingsbeganto includepe
riod furnishingsaswell. In Providence,whenMarsdenPerry
boughtJohnBrown’sgreat1786 mansionon PowerStreetin
1902, he was alreadycollectingAmericanfurniture in com
petition with Charles Pendleton,who lived in the 1799
EdwardDexterHouseat 72 WatermanStreet.Perry’scollec
tion hassincebeendispersed,but Pendletonbequeathedhis
collection in 1904 to the Rhode Island Schoolof Design,
where it is displayed in a building designedespeciallyto
emulatethe Providencecharacteristicsof early Republican
building style. In 1913, New York’s Metropolitan Museum
of Art beganinstallingperiodroomsto display earlyAmeri
can decorativearts,and Ishamwas placedin chargeof the
New Englandsection.While theseperiodroomsheightened
the American awarenessof early designand preservation,
acquisitionof suchroomsmeantremovalfrom their original
buildings andoften resultedin thelossof thebuildings they
came from. In Providence,two roomsfrom the Allen House
on WickendenStreet,now demolished,wentto the Metro
politan Museum, while JosephRussell’sbrick mansionof
1772, still standingat 118 North Main Street,lost its stair
hall and two of its major rooms to museumsin Brooklyn,
Minneapolis,and Denver in the 1920s.

The federalgovernmentbecameinvolved with historic
preservationwith thepassageof theAntiquitiesAct in 1906.
The act protectedhistoric and prehistoricsites on federal
lands.TheHistoric SitesAct passedin 1936 declaredfor the
first time a national policy for the protection of privately
ownedhistoric sites,buildings, andobjectsof nationalsig
nificance. In Providence,the First Baptist Meeting House
1775, theBrick Market1772,andBrown’sUniversityHall
1770 werecitedas eligible forNationalLandmarkdesigna
tion. In addition, somefifty Providencebuildings were in
cludedin the Historic AmericanBuildingsSurveycatalogue
publishedin 1942. It is also worth noting herethat mostall
of the structuresincludedin the earlylists werebuilt before
1820.For architecturalhistoriansandfor muchof the public,
concentrationon colonial and early Republicanbuildings
hadalmostprecludedseriousinterestin the splendidVic
torian and classically inspired buildings that were giving
form to our citiesduring thelatenineteenthandearlytwen
tieth centuries.
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At the sametime thatearlyperiodarchitecturewasreceiv- program. Legislation creating the Rhode Island Historical
ing some attention, hundredsof historic buildings were
being lost in the nameof progress.Modem architectureand
drasticchangesin technology- the elevator,skeletonfram
ing, curtain walls, andthe useof glassandconcrete- called
into questionthe whole inherited classicaland Beaux-Arts
vocabulary for decorative design. Sleek and spare new
buildings battled "the deadhand of the past," and "less is
more" imbued the thinking and work of early twentieth-
century architectsand theorists. In Providence,when the
elaborateterra-cotta1906 ProvidenceJournalBuilding was
coveredwith aluminum panelsin the mid-1950s,this change
was praisedas an "improvement" to the original building.
Now, somethirty years later, the metal sheathinghasbeen
removed,returning the building to its original Beaux-Arts
splendorthat todayis considereda triumph for preservation
and city renewal.

It was at this time that the urbanrenewal andhighway-
constructionprogramswere planned.Most called for clear
ance,andnew building reflectedthe belief thatold buildings
no longermet the needsof a modernworld. Partsof Federal
Hill, Mount Hope, andFox Point, includingcherishedland
marks,disappeared.In 1956, a threat to a long established
residentialarea on the East Side precipitateda landmark
federal-city-privatecitizens cooperativeeffort to preserve
and restorethe buildings of College Hill.

Between 1948 and 1955, Brown University demolished
four blocks of well maintained,cherishedearly buildings to
clear a site for new dormitories. This demolition was the
catalyst for the formation of the ProvidencePreservation
Society,which was"dedicatedto theprincipleof making the
evidenceof the past an assetfor the future." The Society
joined with the ProvidenceRedevelopmentAgency then
consideringclearancefor most of North Benefit Street to
apply insteadfor a pilot grantto explore"waysto protectthe
architecture of College Hill." The grant was awarded in
1957, and the final report, College Hill: A Demonstration
Studyof HistoricAreaRenewal,won the AmericanInstituteof
Architectsawardfor excellencein 1960. A classic,full-scale,
city planningstudy, it incorporatedin additionpresevation
orientedstudiesthat included a resumeof Providencehis
toric architecture,a comprehensivebuilding survey,ananal
ysis of the social and architecturalcharacterof the study
area,andfurther recommendeda restorationprogramthat
respectedbuildings of all periodsas a continuumof history.
One result of the study was the designationof the College
Hill Historic District and the creationof the city’s Historic
District Commissionto regulatechangesto buildingswithin
thedistrict. TheProvidencePreservationSocietymaintained
a leadershiprole in developingmany of the programsrec
ommendedin the study, includingthesuccessfulencourage
ment of privaterestorationefforts thathavenow resultedin
the renovationof mostof the College Hill Study Area; pro
moting public awarenessthrough educationaland advisory
programs,housetours,streetfestivals,andgala socialevents;
and designationin 1964 as preferredcodeveloperin the
restorationof the SouthMain Streetportionof the EastSide
renewalproject.

In 1966,a newera for historic preservationin all America
was usheredin with the passageof the National Historic
PreservationAct andthe requirementthat eachstateestab
lish an historicpreservationoffice to implementthe national

PreservationCommissionwaspassedin 1968.The Commis
sion has conductedsurveys to identify historic properties
throughoutProvidenceand has preparedsevenneighbor
hood reportsin addition to this citywide book. To date,the
Commissionhas nominatednineteenhistoric districts and
eighty-two individual propertiesin Providencefor listing in
the National Registerof Historic Placesand the statereg
ister. In Providence,the range of theserecognizedhistoric
propertieshasbeenvery broad- from CollegeHill andthe
entirecentral businessdistrict, to the Victorian mansionsof
BroadwayandElmwood, to workers’ houseson Smith Hill
and mills along the Woonasquatucket,Moshassuck,and
WestRivers.TheCommissionalso awardedmatchinggrants
to restorationprojectsfrom 1971 until federalfunding was
discontinuedin 1983.Restorationwasassistedfor key land
marks suchas the Arcade, City Hall, and Bradley Houseat
ProvidenceCollege. Since 1976, federaltax benefitsfor re
habilitation of historic, income-producingbuildings have
beenadministeredby the Commissionto 144 projectsval
ued at $107.8million in Providencealone.

In all theseactivities, the Historical PreservationCommis
sion hasworkedwith public officials as well as with private
organizationsandindividuals.The legal presenceof the new
Commissionhelpedto solidify and broadenthe successful
private citizen-city- and now state - federalworking rela
tionship which had alreadybeen well establishedon the
EastSideas a spin-off from the CollegeHill Study.Fromthe
first, the stateCommissionhas cooperatedeffectively with
the PreservationSociety, the emergingpreservation-orient
ed neighborhoodorganizations,andthe city administration.
The Commission’s architecturalsurvey program and Na
tional Registernominationshave shown that Providence’s
significant architecturaland historical legacy are not solely
encompassedwithin the boundsof College Hill. Looking
outsideCollege Hill, oneis soonawarethat Downtown and
the surroundingneighborhoods- among them the West
Side, Elmwood, Smith Hill, and South Providence- had
been solidly built, and many of their buildings reflect the
city’s greatestperiodof economicgrowth.

Since about 1975, awarenessof historic preservationin
Providencehasexpandedrapidly. MayorVincent A. Cianci,
electedin 1974, madehistoric preservationpart of his ad
ministration’sprogramto revitalize Downtownandimprove
the neighborhoods.Using federalfunds,thecity established
programsfor rehabilitationof buildings,beganthe restora
tion of City Hall, and assistedin funding the historical sur
veyson which this book is based.Encouragedby a neigh
borhood conferencesponsoredin 1975 by the city, the
Rhode Island Historical PreservationCommission,and the
stateDepartmentof CommunityAffairs, a numberof neigh
borhoodorganizationsbecameactively concernedwith en
couragingrehabilitationof historic buildings aspart of their
overall strategyfor upgradingdeterioratedareas.

PeopleActing throughCommunityEffort P. A. C. E. had
worked for years to solve community problems in South
Providence and Elmwood. Following the conference, a
group from P. A. C. E. organizedan urban homesteading
programto helppotentialhomeownersacquireandrenovate
abandoned,often burned-outpropertiesthroughoutthecity.
Calling itself S. W. A. P. Stop Wasting AbandonedProper
ty, the organizationhasreturnedsomefive hundredbuild-
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ings that arenowoccupiedby their ownersto usefullife over Association, the new householdersare showing the same
the past elevenyears;included is S. W. A. P.’s own head
quartersat 349 PineStreet.In additionto the buildings it has
saved,S. W. A. P. hasdemonstratedthat rundownneighbor
hoodscan be savedwith dedicatedpersistence,hard work,
anda supportivecity administration.

Another important neighborhoodgroup, organized in
1975, is the ElmwoodFoundationfOr ArchitecturalandHis
torical Preservation; its members, recognizing that their
neighborhoodcontainsmany outstandingVictorian houses,
beganusing historic preservationas a meansof publicizing
the neighborhood’spotential and encouragingowners to
renovatetheir property. In 1977, the Elmwood Foundation
was approved to participatein the federal Neighborhood
Housing Servicesprogramof the Departmentof Housing
andUrbanDevelopment.This programassuredthe Founda
tion of local, city, and businesssupport for purchaseand
restorationof neighborhoodbuildings and also spurredcity
improvements,including the Trinity SquareGatewayPro
ject. On their own, Foundationmemberscleanedup the
long-neglectedGrace Church Cemeteryand restoredthe
GateLodge, which now servesas the Foundation’shead
quarters.In 1985, to promote purchaseand renovationof
Elmwoodhouses,the Foundationand the HousingServices
joined forces to establishChoice HousingInformation Cen
ter for Elmwood C. H. 0. I. C. E., a neighborhoodreal-
estateprogramto promoteElmwoodproperties.

After 1975, otherneighborhoodactivists includedhistoric
preservationin their programsas well, notablyin the Broad
way historicdistrict andDowntown.The ProvidencePreser
vation Societyhasbeena catalystandsourceof assistanceto
neighborhood groups. Through programs such as City
Awareness,New Usesfor Old Buildings, andneighborhood
projects, the Society hasbroadenedits vision from College
Hill to becomean effectiveadvocatefor historic preservation
throughoutthecity. Establishmentof the ProvidencePreser
vation Society Revolving Fund, Inc. in 1980 enabled the
organizationto purchase,restore,andsell historic buildings
in key locations in order to stimulateand bolsterneighbor
hood improvement.To datethis programhasbeentargeted
to the BroadwayArmory Historic District, wheremore than
fifty projectshavebeenundertakenin this historicneighbor
hood surroundingthe CranstonStreetArmory of 1907. Here
underthe watchfuleyeof the WestBroadwayHomeOwners

pioneeringspirit found along Benefit Streetin the 1960s.
The role of governmentassistancecannotbe overlooked

in the successof Providence’sneighborhoodpreservation
efforts. While private citizens haveprovided initiative and
hardwork to make theseprojectssuccessful,the assistance
of the Cianci andPaolino administrationsandfederal funds
have beenessentialingredients.Likewise, the Providence
Historic District Commissionhas enforcedhistoric zoning
controls in sectionsof College Hill and along Broadway,
while also providing adviceon preservationissuescitywide.
The Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,
throughits surveys,grantsandtax-incentiveprograms,and
regulatoryauthority,hasbeenan activeparticipantin nearly
every important historic preservationproject which has
occurred in Providence since 1966. Commissionrecords
show direct investmentin historic preservationby private
andgovernmentsourcesover the last decadeto be at least
$122.3million, andthe total dollar valueof historic preser
vation to Providencemust be many timesgreaterthan that.

Now in 1986, lookingbackover the thirty years that have
elapsedsince a bandof arousedcitizensorganizedto do bat
tle to protectthe old buildings on CollegeHill, it is gratifying
to seethat many of our citizenshavebeentrue to the princi
ples statedin the ProvidencePreservationSociety charter
that "evidenceof the pastis an assetfor the future," and"to
protectour significant architecturallegacy we must accept
the responsibilitiesas well as the privileges of living in an
old city." Thesethirty years havestrengthenedthe convic
tion that this city’s architecturaland historical legacy is
worth keeping; a conviction widely acceptedlocally and
nationally recognized.At the sametime, it has becomeap
parentthat changes,duein part to economicpressures,some
causedby the very successof the restorationprogramitself,
could undermine hard-won past efforts to preservethe
unique characterof Providence.It is also clear that the fed
eral governmentmay well curtail funding andshift responsi
bility for historic preservationto the stateandlocal govern
mentsand to private citizens. In facing thesechanges,it is
with a senseof pride and hope that one has watchedthe
peopleof Providenceembracethe valuesof historic preser
vation in their efforts to makeproperuseof our city’s historic
sitesandbuildings,convincedthat this heritageis an impor
tant non-renewableresourcethat in a true sensedefinesthe
image of the city.

AntoinetteF. Downing
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INTRODUCTION

The RhodeIslandHistorical PreservationCommissionis
the only statewidehistoric preservationprogramin Rhode
Island.Createdin 1968,the Commissionidentifies andpro
tects historic and prehistoricsites, buildings, and districts.
The Commissionconsistsof 16 memberswho serve in a
voluntarycapacity. Nine public membersare appointedby
the Governorandinclude anhistorian,an archaeologist,an
architectural historian or architect, a museologist and an

anthropologist.Sevenex-officio membersare the Directors
of theDepartmentsof EnvironmentalManagementandEco
nomic Development,the Chief of StatewidePlanning, the
State Building Code Commissioner, the State Historic

p PreservatonOfficer, and the Chairmen of the Houseand
SenateFinanceCommittees.

The Historical PreservationCommissionis chargedwith
theresponsibilitiesof: conductinga statewidesurveyof his
toric sitesand, from the survey, recommendingplacesof
local, state,or nationalsignificanceto the National Register
of Historic Places;administeringavailablefederalgrants-in-
aid for the acquisitionor developmentof National Register
properties;anddevelopinga statehistoricpreservationplan.
Additional duties include: compiling and maintaining a
StateRegisterof Historic Places;assistingstateandmunici
pal agenciesin theareaof historicpreservationby undertak
ing specialprojectreviewstudies;thecertificationof rehabil
itation projects under the Economic Recovery Tax Act of
1981;the acceptanceandmaintenanceof easementsfor his
toric properties;the review of federal, state,andmunicipal
projectswhich may affect cultural resources;andregulating
archaeologicalexplorationon state lands andunderwaters
of statejurisdiction.

Fig. 2: Providencefrom ProspectTerrace. Lithograph by G.A. Miner, 1877.

The RhodeIslandstatewidehistorical survey,inaugurated
in 1969, has beendesignedto locate, identify, map, and
reporton buildings,sites,areas,andobjectsof historical and
architectural value. During the survey, considerationis
given to the total environmentof the area understudy. In
additionto outstandingstructuresandhistoricalsites,build
ings of all periodsand types,which constitutethe fabric of
a community,are recordedandevaluated.

This surveyof the cultural andhistorical resourcesof the
City of Providencewasundertakenfor thecity by the Rhode
Island Historical PreservationCommissionas part of the
Commission’sstatewideeffort to discover, evaluate, and
protecthistoric sites, buildings, structures,and objects. It
accomplishesthe tasksof identifying theseresources,estab
lishing a context for their understanding,and presenting
theseresultsin a publicly accessibleformat. Fundsfor this
survey wereprovidedby the National Park Serviceof the
UnitedStatesDepartmentof theInterior, the Stateof Rhode
Island,and the ProvidenceMayor’s Office of Community
Development.

The Providencecitywide surveyreportis the culmination
of a morethan a decade-longeffort to documentall of the
city’s historically importantareasandscatteredhistoricsites.
Conductedin cooperationwith the Mayor’s Office of Com
munity Development,this programhasexpandedthecover
age first provided by the landmarkCollege Hill, first pub
lished in 1959. The presentcoordinatedeffort includesthe
WestSide 1976, South Providence1978, Elmwood1979,
SmithHill 1980, DowntownProvidence1981, and Indus
trial Sites1981 - all publishedby the Historical Preserva
tion Commission.Eachof theseneighborhoodstudiesand
this citywide report required a field survey, historical re
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search, and the preparationof several report drafts, re
viewed extensivelyby a groupof professionalsin the fields
of urbanplanning,history, andarchitecturalhistory; a fuller
explanationof surveymethodologyappearsin AppendixA.

This survey report presentsthe city’s historic resources
within several interrelatedframeworks. The heartof the
book is the inventory of historic properties,arrangedalpha
betically by address.Describedandanalyzedindividually,
thesepropertiesare provided with broadercontextsby the
accompanyingessays.The physical setting for the city’s
growth is set forth in "TheTextureof Urban Development."
Brief chapterson eachof the seventeenneighborhoodsin
the city outline the developmentof eachto provide an un
derstandingof their visual and historical character.The ar
chitectural history of the city, arrangedby broad building
types,servesas an overview of local architectureas well as
a guide to understandingthe designof individual buildings
in the inventory. Similarly, thehistorical overview provides
both a generalbackgroundand a reference essayfor the
inventory. Appendicesexplain surveymethodologyand the
NationalRegisterof Historic Places,including a list of Prov
idencepropertieslisted in the NationalRegister.

The objectivesof this report are fourfold. It is a planning
documentwhichcanserveas aguide for futuredevelopment
of the city within an historic framework. It is an in-depth
study of propertieswith importanthistorical and architec
tural associationsthatdocumentthe growth of the city over
threeanda half centuries.It is an educationaland academic
backgroundtool for thestudyof stateandlocal history. And,
it can be a catalyst in stimulating civic pride, making resi
dentsmoreawareof their historical andvisualenvironment

andencouraginga moreinformedinterestin their collective
heritage.To that endthis effort is dedicated.

The Historical PreservationCommissionthanks the fol
lowing organizationsand individuals for their interestand
aid in thecompletionof this survey.Theseinclude the staffs
of the Mayor’s Office of CommunityDevelopment;the Tax
Assessor’sOffice; theRecorderof Deeds;the Departmentof
Planning;the ProvidenceHistoric District Commission;the
Brown University Library System; the GreaterProvidence
Chamberof Commerce; the ProvidenceAthenaeum;the
ProvidenceFoundation;the ProvidencePreservationSoci
ety; the ProvidencePublic Library; the RhodeIslandChap
ter, American Institute of Architects; and the Rhode Island
Historical Society.Thefollowing individuals providedinfor
mation,suggestions,insights,andgenerousamountsof time
to the surveyteamand authorsof this report:Mr. andMrs.
William SlaterAllen, DeniseBastien,JoyceBotelho,Donald
Breed, Paul Campbell,Richard Chafee,SusanA. Chapde
lame,Nancy F. Chudacoff,JosephA. Chrostowski,Martha
B. Willson Day, Deborah Dunning, Robert P. Emlen,
PamelaFox, Katharine Goddard, Richard E. Greenwood,
Elizabeth G. Grossman,Barbara S. Gwynne, Carol Hag
glund, Richard B. Harrington, Karen Jessup,William H.
Jordy, Helen Kebabian,GeorgeH. Kellrter, Albert T. Kly
berg, Glen LaFantasie,J. StanleyLemons,Linda J. McElroy,
Patrick Malone, Martha Mitchell, Eleanore B. Monahon,
Christopher P. Monkhouse, Wendy Nicholas, Kenneth
Orenstein,JosephK. Ott, CaroleB. Pace,Nancy Pease,Mar
shaPeters,JoanRich, JeanneRichardson,ChesterE. Smol
ski, Ann C. Street,MaureenTaylor, GeorgeTurlo, andSu
sanWaddington.

Fig. 3: Providencein from Federal Hill. 1b engravingbased on scenographicdrop curtain from the ProvidenceTheatre.
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I. PROVIDENCE: THE TEXTURE OF
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

The city of Providencehas a special senseof place, a
unique physical characterevocativeof its 350-yearhistory
yet clearly partof thepresent.Oneof theoldestof America’s
cities, Providencehasbeenbuilt andrebuilt by her citizens
manytimes creatinga complexlayeringof different genera
tions’ building needs,plans for civic growth, and architec
tural tastes.Providence’sstreetsandneighborhoodsare not
museumset-pieces;they exhibit all thevarietywhich a long
historyand a diversepopulationhavecreated.This lack of
uniformity is partof Providence’scharm,for thecity’s social,
economic,andarchitecturalhistorycanbe readin thephysi
cal form of individual buildings and in the differences
amongneighborhoods.Providence’stopographyand his
toric roadsare keys to the city’s particular atmosphere,for
theland andtheroadshaveinfluencedtheoverallpatternof
developmentmore than have plans or consciousdecision
making.

Providence’stopography- its hills, plains,andbodiesof
water- is aproductof millions of yearsof geologic evolu
tion. Situatedat the headof NarragansettBay and at the
confluenceof the Seekonk,Moshassuck,and Woonasqua
tucketRivers,thecity spreadsovera topographicalbasin.Its
low center,at the confluenceof the MoshassuckandWoonas
quatucketRivers, is enclosedon the north by Smith Hill.
Thesteepnorth-southridge of CollegeHill andMountHope
separatesthe MoshassuckRiver Valley from the Seekonk
River, the city’s boundaryto the east,dividing Providence
into eastandwestsides.FederalHill risesgently westof the

centralbasinandfalls steeplyto theWoonasquatucketRiver.
The landfarthernorthandwestof theriversrisessometimes
gently, sometimesabruptly,to an undulatingupland,reach
ing a maximumheightof morethan200 feetat Neutaconka
nut Hill on Providence’swesternborder.In the southwesta
low risingplain extendsfrom theshoreof NarragansettBay.

Water plays an important role in the city’s geography.
ProvidenceHarboris thenorth endof NarragansettBay. The
harbor’stwo main tributariesare theSeekonkRiver,naviga
ble to Pawtucket,andtheProvidenceRiver, thenamegiven
the tidal streamsouthof thecoming togetherof theWoonas
quatucketandMoshassuckRivers. Theseriversand harbor
wereProvidence’sprincipal link to the world for mostof its
first 200 years.During thenineteenthcentury,theriverssaw
intensive industrial development.Neglectedin the twenti
eth century, they neverthelessremaina prominent topo
graphicalfeatureof potentialscenicvalue.

The pre-eminent urban center and capital of Rhode
Island,Providenceis a medium-size,post-industrial,North
eastcity. The 1980 populationwas 156,804,a decreaseof
over 22,000from 1970 and 100,000less than its all-time
peakin 1940.Justover four-fifths of thispopulationis white,
while over ten percentis black, andslightly morethanone
percentis Asian. Far more significant - although statisti
cally unrecorded- is theethniccompositionof thispopula
tion. Large immigrantgroupsof Irish, Italians,Portuguese,
Armenians,RussianJews,and - more recently - His
panicsand SoutheastAsians comprise importantand dis
tinct segmentsof the population.Not only are thesegroups
present in Providence,but they also retain their ethnic
identities,evenafter severalgenerations.While ethnicneigh
borhoodsare now less strictly definedthan in yearsgone
by, severalmaintain their flavor: Fox Point continuesas a

Fig. 4: Providencefrom Smith Hill, 1886.
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Portuguesestronghold, while FederalHill is a center of
Italian culture. Providencetoday is ethnically pluralistic,
dominatedneitherby oneethnicgroupnor by ahomogenous
population.

Providence’sbuildings andstructuresare situatedacross
this landscapein apatternof distinctiveneighborhoods.The
siteof the earliestsettlementhere coincideswith the center
of today’s city, and the earliestroads- North and South
Main, Angell, Olney, Weybosset,Westminster,and Broad
Streets,someof them pre-existingIndian paths - fan out
from this settlement.Providence’sradiating road pattern,
temperedsomewhatby topographicalpeculiarities,estab
lishedthe organizationalframeworkfor thecity’s expansion
beyondits original settlement.Beyond the centralbusiness
district, which follows an irregular grid pattern, the street
systemfollows no particularplan: gridsof varyingsizesand
platsof straightparallelblocksare flung randomlyacrossthe
landscape,andonly rarely is the streetpatternrelatedto the
topography.The railroad tracksfollow the riverbedsof the
Woonasquatucketand Moshassuckthrough the city, and
limited-accesshighwaysare superimposedon the city and
only occasionallyfollow therailroadsor shorelines.Perhaps
the most telling aspectof Providence’surbancharacteras a
metropolitancenteris its lack of apparentborders:the city
spreadsseamlesslyacrosspolitical boundariesinto Paw
tucket,North Providence,Johnston,andCranston.

Providenceis a city of old buildings and old neighbor
hoods. The areaon and aroundMain and Benefit Streets,
where settlementfirst occurred,retainsan impressivenum
ber of eighteenth-andearly nineteenth-centurybuildings.
Immediatelywest of the ProvidenceRiver is Downtown, a
nineteenth-and earlytwentieth-centurycommercialdistrict
which culminatesat its easternendin a compactcluster of

tall office buildings. To the north andwest of Downtown,
the riversare lined with industrialbuildings. Southof Down
town andalongthe west side of the ProvidenceHarbor are
docks andwarehouses.Beyondthe commercialcenterand
industrialcorridors,however,Providenceis largelya residen
tial city, a webof neighborhoods,eachdistinct in character
yet difficult to delineate.Theneighborhoodsrepresentirreg
ular, concentricbandsof growth from the early core. The
earliernineteenth-centuryareasarelocatedcloserto thecen
ter, though those on the west side have been somewhat
eroded by highway construction and urban blight. Later
developmentin the nineteenthcentury is generally farther
from Downtown, and the great variety of building types
erectedcontributesto the unplanned,patchworkeffect of
the city. Only in far-flung areas like Mount Pleasant!
Elmhurst and Blackstone/Waylandthat developedin the
twentiethcenturyare thebuildingssomewhatmoreuniform
in type andscale.Scatteredirregularly acrossthis residential
landscape,various public buildings were erectedto serve
area residents:schools,churches,and fire and police sta
tions. Most of thesebuildings were standingby 1940, and
they sharea generalconsistencyof scale. Only a few areas
havebeenradicallychangedsince 1940,mostnotably in the
industrial corridors along the rivers, along the shorelines,
andin random,isolatedspotsacrossthecity. Thisnewdevel
opmentintroducesbuildings of scaleandsiting vastlydiffer
ent from what came before; theseredevelopedareas are
disjunctive elementsin otherwisevaried, but related, pat
ternswithin the textureof urbandevelopment.

Providencein the 1980slooks far different from the small
settlementthat RogerWilliams andhis bandestablishedin
the seventeenthcentury. This transformationfrom wilder
nesssettlementto metropolitancenterhasbeendrastic, but

Fig. 5: Providencefrom the StateHouse, atop SmithHill, 1986.
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incremental.The earliest buildings lined the east side of
North and SouthMain Streetsalong the Great SaltCove, a
sprawlingtidal estuaryformedby theProvidenceRiver. Un
like many other New England settlements,there was no
central common spacearoundwhich the town was organ
ized nor anysortof formal plan.Thisunplannedqualityhas
remaineda constant factor in Providence’s metropolitan
development and reinforces a certain intimacy of scale
throughoutthe city; such texture is at oddswith the grand
schemesof mosturbanplanning.

Providence’slocation at the head of NarragansettBay
madeit attractiveas a port, andmuch of the city’s develop
ment in the eighteenthandearlynineteenthcenturiestook
place becauseof or in responseto maritime activity. The
west side of North andSouthMain Streets- followed by
India Point and the west side of the ProvidenceRiver -

filled with wharvesand warehouses.The incomefrom sea
tradeprovided the meansfor constructionof the mansions
for merchantsas well asdenseresidentialdevelopmentin
Fox Point for sailors, chandlers,andother tradesmen.

During the nineteenthcentury industrializationplayed a
leading role in the transformationof the small maritime
community into a large city. The Woonasquatucketand
MoshassuckRivers were built up with mills, creating a
meanderingindustrialcorridor throughthe heartof the city
in addition to isolated factories.Moreover, the industrial
economydemandedgrowth and proliferation of banks,
insurancecompanies,brokerages,and law offices located
Downtown. ProvidencehadcenteredaroundMarketSquare
in the eighteenthcentury,but the large-scalecentralbusi
nessdistrict of today is the product of Providence’semer
genceas the commercialand retail centerfor an industrial
ized metropolitanarea.

The factoriesrequiredan increasinglylarger work force,
and succeedingwaves of immigrants from Britain and
Europecameto Providencebecauseof employmentopportu
nities. Much of thegrowth in populationfrom nearly12,000
in 1825 to over 267,000in 1925 was due to immigration.
Thesenew citizens of Providenceneededplacesto live,
shop,learn,andworshipas well as to work, andthe ring of
neighborhoodssurroundingthe Downtown and industrial
corridor developedduring this century.At first, immigrant
groupsoccupiedthe cast-offhousingof residentsof longer
standing,then often moved to newer two- or three-family
dwellings removedfrom the deterioratedinner-city slums.
As eachsuccessivegroupachievedsomefinancial stability,
laterimmigrantgroupsreplacedthem in the worsthousing,
and the earlier immigrantgroupsmoved up and out. The
lowestlevelof cheaphousinghassincedisappeared,but the
sturdiertenementsof thenineteenthcenturyremainin signif
icant numbers,a physicalreminderof the rapidly changing
socio-economicprofile of the city during theseyears.

Changesin transportationsystemsduring the nineteenth
andtwentiethcenturieshavehadconsiderableeffectson the
city’s form. The coming of the railroad in the 1 830sfirst
establishedrapid overlandlinks with othercommercialcen
ters in the region. In the late 1 840sthe consolidationof the
rail lines in Union Station,on thenorth side of Downtown,
underlinedtheimportanceof the areaas thestate’scommer
cial center. Its route through the city, along the
Woonasquatucketthennorthalong the Moshassuck,encour
agedfurther industrializationof this corridor andimproved

shipping connectionsfor the mills andfactoriesalready in
this area.Streetcarsbeganto operatein Providencein 1864,
andby theendof the nineteenthcenturyanew mass-transit
systemextendedthroughoutthe city andbeyondits borders.
The streetcarsencouragedresidentialdevelopmentbeyond
walking distancefrom Downtown or factories.Importantly
the streetcarsfollowed existing streetsand so reinforced
developmenttrends already established.In the twentieth
centurytheautomobilediminishedrelianceon public trans
portation and made residential developmentpracticable
everfartherafield in previouslyruralareasof outlyingtowns
and often at the expenseof Providence’sinner-city areas.
The automobile also strained the city’s existing infra
structure,requiringboth roadwideningsandthecreationof
parking space. Finally, the interstate highway system
skeweredthe city from north to south in the 1950sand
I 960s,generallyignoringthe establishedtransportationcor
ridors and requiringmassivedemolitionand disruption.

Providence’ssettlementandearlygrowth did notfollow a
formal plan, nor did the city attemptto control its growth
throughthe adoption of a masterplan until the twentieth
century.This attitudewas common amongAmerican cities
in the nineteenthcentury, and most so-called planning
efforts were limited in scope- thoughnot necessarilyin
impact. Theearliestof thesehere wasdealingwith the Salt
Cove.Forahundredyears,residentsbuilt wharvesandfilled
in land asconveniencedictated.In the 1840s,however,an
overall plan wasneededin order to constructrailroad lines
into Union Station,andthe covewasreducedto an elliptical
basin with a tree-linedpromenadealong its circumference.
Other nineteenth-centuryefforts were primarily landscap
ing: thelaying outof RogerWilliams Parkandthecreationof
BlackstoneBoulevard.The reworkingof thecovelandsat the
endof thenineteenthcenturyillustratestheincreasedatten
tion to planning: it included filling the Cove Basin and re
routingtherivers, moving the railroadtracks,constructinga
newUnion Stationabovetheexistinggrade,siteworkfor the
new State Housejust north of Downtown, landscapingof
the enlargedExchangePlacein front of thestation,and- ul
timately- the linking of the StateHousewith Downtown.

The City PlanCommissionwasestablishedin 1913,but it
hadlittle effectin its earlyyearsbeyondachievingtheadop
tion of a zoningcode in 1923 anda building codein 1927.
The zoningcodeas first adoptedreinforcedexistingcondi
tions rather thandirected future growth. In 1944, the City
PlanCommissionwasreorganized.For the first time a paid
professionalstaff was hired, and a masterplan and new
zoningordinancewereadopted.TheProvidenceRedevelop
mentAgency,createdin 1948,hada considerableimpacton
thecity during the 1950s,1960s,and 1970sclearingdeterio
ratedareas and creatingnew industrial, commercial,and
residentialareas.AnotherurbanrenewalprojectwasCollege
Hill, a landmarkstudyin historic preservation,publishedin
1957,which led to the restorationof thecity’s oldestneigh
borhood.

Providenceretains and increasinglyexploits its historic
setting, unlike other cities which have inadvertentlylost,
ignored, or destroyedthe evidenceof their past.Although
the mid-twentieth-centuryhas been a time of increasing
similarity amongmany Americancities, Providencehasnot
lost its landmarks,its uniqueness,and its special senseof
place.
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II. PROVIDENCE: THE NEIGHBORHOODS
INTRODUCTION

The developmentof Providencewas not a uniform or
continuousprocess.The city’s varied geographyhas been
put to a variety of different uses,andthe demandfor land
andits availability havefluctuatedwidely in responseto the
circumstancesand opportunitiesof different momentsin
history. Forthefirst two centuries,the mostdenselybuilt-up
part of town centeredon theharborandwassurroundedby
sparselysettled lands devoted to farms, country estates,
hospitals,andcemeteries.Between1836and1936theoutly
ing territory waslargelydeveloped.Land which offeredac
cessto water andto transportationfacilities wastakenover
by Providence’sindustries,andotherareasweredeveloped
for housingthecity’s burgeoningpopulation.The landsfar
thest from the city-centerwere developedlast.

While the developmentof eachareaoccurredas part of
Providence’soverallgrowth,eachdistrictandneighborhood
has a uniqueandseparatehistory. The brief neighborhood
historieswhich follow describeeventsandpeoplewho were
most responsiblefor creatingeachneighborhood,and they
provide a local context in which to understandindividual
historic buildings. However, thesehistoriesdo not attempt
to provide all the details of the neighborhood’sdevelop
ment.Additional information aboutmany historicbuildings
is availablein the inventory.Morecomprehensivestudiesof
Federal Hill, South Providence, Elmwood, Smith Hill,
Downtown, and Blackstone-Waylandin progress have
beenpublishedby the RhodeIslandHistorical Preservation
Commissionandare availablein mostlibraries.CollegeHill
wasthe subjectof anin-depthplanningandhistorical study
publishedby the ProvidenceCity PlanCommissionin 1959.

The Providencecitywide surveyhasdivided the city into
seventeenneighborhoodswhich havebeenidentifiedby the
ageand architecturalcharacteristicsof their buildings and
historical impetusfor their growth.The boundariesof these
neighborhoodsgenerally correspond to community-wide
perceptionsandto the Departmentof Planning’sofficial list
of City neighborhoods.However,in somecasesstudyof the
history and architectureof an area - suchasMountPleas
ant and Elmhurst - is best accomplishedby considering
two or moreneighborhoodsas asingleunit. Threeareas-

the Waterfront, the Jewelry District, and the Moshassuck
WoonasquatucketRiver Corridor - are not neighborhoods
in the usualsense,but ratherare districts whosebuildings
are related by geographyand function. Historically, the

boundariesbetweenneighborhoodsare notclear-cut,andto
an extentall such divisions are arbitrary since the original
developersof areasrarely thoughtin suchterms.Likewise,
morethanonenamefrequently hasbeenusedto identify a
neighborhoodor partof a neighborhoodin thepast,andthe
namesused in this report generally follow current usage.
Boundariesfor theseneighborhoods,here looselydefined,
are delineatedon a map in Appendix B.

BLACKSTONE-WAYLAND

TheBlackstone-Waylandneighborhoodis a largeresiden
tial tract in the city’s northeastcorneron Providence’sEast
Side. It developedprimarily during the early and mid-
twentiethcenturyasan expansionto the eastof thetype and
quality of housingerectedon College Hill in theeighteenth
andnineteenthcenturies.Most of the housesare medium-
to-large single-family dwellings, though multiple-family
dwellingsare not unusual.The neighborhood,further, has
the city’s mostsignificant concentrationof apartmentbuild
ings, all built after 1900. It is oneof the few neighborhoods
in the city where considerablebuilding hasoccurredin the
presentcentury.

The area’sgeographymadeit uninviting for colonial set
tlement.Lying within a shallow north-southvalleybetween
the easternridge of the MoshassuckRiver Valley and the
westernbank of the SeekonkRiver, much of the land was
marshy.Early roadsfollowed the high ground: CatSwamp
Lane 1684 followed today’sOlney Street,Morris Avenue,
SessionsStreet,and Cole Avenue to RochambeauAvenue.
RochambeauAvenue raneastfrom North Main to the Neck
Roadtoday’sOld Roadin SwanPointCemetery,which ran
north to Pawtucket.A roadalong Angell andSouthAngell
Streetsconnectedtheearlysettlementon CollegeHill with a
ferry acrossthe Seekonk.

Several farms were establishedhere in the eighteenth
century. These included the Reverend Arthur Browne’s
glebeon SessionsStreet,RichardBrowne’sfarmsat theeast
ern end of RochambeauAvenue andon Cole Farm Court,
MosesBrown’s countryretreatneartheintersectionof Way-
land and Humboldt Avenues,and two Brown family farms
on RochambeauAvenue and at the intersectionof Eames
StreetandMorris Avenue.Remarkably,four of thesefarm
housesremain.

The isolation andscenicbeautyof the region - particu
larly the bluffs overlookingthe SeekonkRiver - madethe
area appealingfor institutional growth in the mid-nine
teenthcentury.Butler Hospital,oneof theoldestpsychiatric

i-zg. : tote i-arm House ca. 1732 et seq., 12 Coie i-arm 1-ig. I: swanroint cemetery1847 et seq., bet, Lflackstonesouievara. ii view.
Court.

5



institutionsin thecountry, is locatedon the RichardBrowne
Farm at the endof RochambeauAvenue;thehospital’spic
turesqueGothic architecture and landscapedrural setting
were aspectsof an overall plan to removethepatientsfrom
the stressesof the everydayworld. SwanPoint Cemetery,a
product of the nation’s rural cemeterymovementof the
1 830sand1 840s,wasestablishedjust northof Butler Hospi
tal in 1847.

Blackstone-Wayland’sdevelopmentas a middle- and
upper-incomeresidentialneighborhoodbeganin the middle
yearsof the nineteenthcenturyat its southernend - along
PitmanStreet- andcontinuednorthwardat a varyingpace
for the following century.The Cold Spring Plat 1856 in
cludedtheareasouthof Angell Street.Despitetheconstruc
tion of severalcottageshere after this platting, the area’s
remotenessproved inhospitableto growth. Similarly, the
plattingof MosesBrown’s retreat,"Elm Grove,"in the1860s
and 1870swas followed by little immediate construction
savefor ahandfulof housesalong Wayland andHumboldt
Avenues.The land southof Upton Avenue hadbeencom
pletelyplattedby the end of the Civil War, but few houses
were built here much before the I 890s. Instead,develop
ment movedeastwardfrom College Hill in the Waterman
Angell corridor and, to a lesserextent, followed the high
ground along Olney Streetand Morris Avenue.

Until the 1 880s,transportationbetweenthis areaandthe
restof Providencewaseitherby privatecarriageor by public
horsecaralong a circuitous routefrom Downtown through

Fox Point to Butler Avenue. A secondline beganservice
along Watermanand Angell Streetsin 1884. The major
transportationimprovementof the time, however,was a
collaborationbetweenthe Proprietorsof SwanPoint Ceme
tery and the city to constructa landscapedboulevardtwo
hundred feet wide and connectingthe Waterman-Angell
corridor on the southwith Hope Streeton the north at the
Pawtucketcity line. Completedin 1894, theboulevardwas
landscapedby Olmsted& Olmstedof Brookline, Massachu
settsandremainsoneof the city’s finest examplesof plan
ning and landscapearchitecture;as intended,this magnifi
centsettingindeedencouragedconstructionof "substantial
and comfortablehomes,"for land valuestripled here be
tween 1890 and 1923.

The completion of improved transportationlinks here
coincidedwith a periodof tremendousgrowth of population
and prosperityfor the city. While the westernedgeof Col
legeHill beganto decline,many middle- andupper-income
families movedeastinto the Blackstone-Waylandneighbor
hood.Ample single-family houses,many of them architect
designed, filled block after block around the turn of the
century.

While muchof the neighborhood’sdevelopmentwasrela
tively unguided,two real estatedevelopmentcompaniesin
theearlyyearsof thetwentiethcenturytook amorecompre
hensive approachto platting, landscaping,and develop
ment. Between 1917 and 1922, JohnR. Freemanplatted
two hundredhouselots in the areaformerly occupiedby
Cat Swampalong HazardAvenue,FreemanParkway,and
BarberryHill Road;plantingandbuilding restrictionsmade
this an attractive and uniform area. Soon after, the Black-
stoneBoulevardRealtyCompanyundertooka similardevel
opment in the Great Swamp area north of Rochambeau
Avenue.

In additionto thesesingle-family dwellings,theneighbor
hoodcontainsanumberof apartmentbuildings.The earliest
of thesewere built along Medway Street during the first
decadeof the twentiethcentury.By 1940,similar structures
had beenbuilt on Watermanand Angell Streetsas well as
along less heavily traveledstreets,like lloyd, Irving, and
Wayland Avenues.

Institutional growth in the twentieth century - unlike
Butler or Swan Point - has beenneighborhoodoriented.
CentralBaptist Churchon Lloyd Avenue,St. Martin’s Epis
copalChurchon OrchardAvenue,andSt. Sebastian’sRo
manCatholicChurchon ColeAvenuewerebuilt in 1916 to

Fig. 8: Arlington at Villa Avenue,view to the northeast.

Fig. 10: Freeman Parkwayat AbbottsfordCourt, view to the west.

Fig. 9: ApartmentBuilding 1936. 218 WatermanStreet.
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serve the growing population. Two public schools,John
Howland 1917, now demolished and Nathan Bishop
1930, educatedthe area’schildren. Two temples,Emanu
El 1928 on Morris Avenue andBeth El 1954 on Orchard
Avenue, both still active, servedthe neighborhood’slarge
Jewishpopulation.

Residential developmentin Blackstone-Waylandcontin
uedafter World War II. Butler Hospitalsold partof its prop
ertyeastof BlackstoneBoulevardbetweenRochambeauand
ClarendonAvenues.Brown University, while retaining its
football stadium1925 and Marvel Gymnasium1927 on
Elmgrove Avenue,sold the adjacentland formerly usedas
playing fields, and new housesrosebetweenElmgrove and
ColeAvenuesnorth of SessionsStreet.

The Blackstone-Waylandneighborhoodis notablefor the
quality of its architecture- bothdomesticand institutional
- and for its generalsuburbanambience.Its buildings tell
an importantpart of the story of suburbandevelopmentin
thenineteenthand twentiethcenturies,andits proximity to
thecentralpartof Providencetiesit to urbanthemesas well.
This duality to agreatextentaccountsfor thearea’scontinu
ing popularity and dynamism.

COLLEGE HILL

College Hill is the site of the first permanentcolonial
settlementin Rhode Island. Its history includesevents of
both local and national importance,and its buildings com
prise the city’s mostdistinguishedbody of historic architec
ture. Locatedon asteephill which risesfrom theeastbankof
the ProvidenceRiver, the neighborhoodis primarily resi
dential. Institutions haveplayed an importantrole in Col
legeHill, andaneast-westcorridorof institutionalbuildings
developedin the centerof CollegeHill during the twentieth
century. Commercialuse has historically lined the western
edgeof College Hill, along the river and North and South
Main Streets,and remainsgenerallylimited to this area.

From its founding in 1636 until the late eighteenthcen
tury, almost the entire settledareaof Providenceoccupied
land in CollegeHill alongtheProvidenceRiver. Here,Roger

Williams and others built houses,planted gardens,and
farmedsurroundinglands.Later generationspursuedmari
time commerceand madeProvidenceinto an international
seaport,

By thetime of the American Revolution,the narrow band
of land at the easternshoreof the river at the foot of the hill
wasdenselybuilt with wharves,warehouses,shops,public
buildings, and housesmixed together.Benefit Street,estab
lishedin 1756,wasstill sparselysettled,andUniversity Hall
at Brown 1770 stood in isolation atop College Hill at the
intersectionof College and ProspectStreets.Severalother
key public buildings - all still standing- date from this
period: the Old State House1762, the Brick SchoolHouse
1767, the MarketHouse1773, and theFirst BaptistMeet
ing House1775.

Post-warexpansionof Providenceresultedin a surgeof
building activity on bothsidesof the river. On CollegeHill,
dwellings were built farther up the hillside along Benefit
Streetto housemerchants,artisans,andprofessionals.Many
of these two-and-a-half-story,clapboard housesstill line
northernBenefit Streetandside streetssuch as Georgeand
Thomas.Similar dwellings were also built at the southern
endof Benefitandalong Williams, John,Arnold, andTransit
Streets.A numberof the town’s wealthiestmerchantsbuilt
large, elaboratedwellingsduring the 1790sandearly 1800s,
and several remain today on College Hill. The earliestof
these,John Brown’s House 1786, was describedby John
Quincy Adamsas"the mostmagnificentandelegantprivate

Fig. 11: Brown University 1770 et seq.. Front Campusto the south
east.

Fig. 12: NorthernBenefit Street,view to the northwest.
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mansionthat I haveeverseenon thiscontinent."Brown was
joined by othersalong or just off BenefitStreet- including
JosephNightingale1792 andSullivanDorr 1809- while
others such as GeorgeBenson 1796 and Thomas Lloyd
Halseyca. 1800 built evenfarther up the hill on or near
ProspectStreet. New churchesfrom theseyears included
two designedby JohnHoldenGreene:St. John’sEpiscopal
Churchnow thecathedralandthe First UnitarianChurch.

During the first half of the nineteenthcentury, College
Hill continued to grow, but in a far less dramaticmanner
than the WeybossetSide, as the areawest of the river was
called.During the 1 820s,theWeybossetSidesurpassedCol
lege Hill in population and expandedrapidly. The new
houseson CollegeHill during this periodwereoften ample
and sophisticated,maintaining the scale, materials, and
characterof earlierdwellings. Housingdevelopmentcontin
ued up the hill from North and South Main and Benefit
Streets,extendingby mid-centuryabout as far eastas the
Brown campus.The only significantconcentrationof build
ings east of Brown on College Hill was a group of large,
expensivehousesalong Cooke and Hope Streets.Institu
tional growth included the construction of several new
churches; the Athenaeum 1839, a private library; the
Rhode Island Historical Society Cabinet 1844; and the
Friends’ School1819 andDexter Asylum 1822, both lo
catedon opentractsjusteastof HopeStreet.The areaaround
MarketSquareremainedan importantbusinesscenter,but
hadalreadybegunto lose its preeminence.The North Main
Street area becamea center for jewelry and other metal
trades. Seril and NehemiahDodge had developeda pre
cious-metalplating processon ThomasStreetin the 1 790s,

and by 1830 thirty manufacturersoperatedshops along
North Main, including the GorhamManufacturingCom
pany.Base-metaloperationsincludedCongdon& Carpenter
1791 on SteepleStreet and Brown & Sharpe1833 on
South Main Street.

During andafter theCivil War, theland north andeastof
Brown University wasgraduallydeveloped.Areascloser to
thecity’s centerhadalreadybeensettled,andsignificantlate
nineteenth-centuryresidentialdevelopmentoccurredalong
Prospectand Hope Streetsand the east-weststreetscon
nectingthem.TheHopeReservoiron thesiteof HopeHigh
Schoolwascompletedin 1875 as part of the city’s water-
supply system,andit undoubtedlyprovidedpleasantviews
for the housesbuilt aroundits perimeter.During the 1880s
and 1890s,a fine groupof dwellingswasbuilt just southof
the Dexter Asylum on Stimson Avenue and Diman Place.
Along with the CookeStreetareajust to thesouth,this is one
of the finest,most intact, latenineteenth-centuryresidential
areasin Providence.By the turn of the century,CollegeHill
was filling with middle- and upper-incomehousingto be
comeoneof the city’s most culturally homogenousneigh
borhoods. While foreign immigration inundated other
neighborhoodsduring theseyears,College Hill remaineda
predominantlyYankeebastionsavefor a small black com
munity long centeredon Meeting Street.

During the twentiethcentury, College Hill has struggled
to accommodatecontinuedphysical growth andto reverse
the decayof its oldestsection.New residentialconstruction
waslargely limited to spotdevelopmentfor mostof the first
half of the century, and many of the older houseswere
divided into flats. Commercialstripshavedevelopedin sev
eralpocketsthroughouttheneighborhood.Institutionshave
continuedto grow, often increasingrapidly.

Brown University hadgrown slowly but steadilythrough
thenineteenthcentury,filling its campusboundedby Pros
pect, Waterman,Thayer,and GeorgeStreets.In the 1890s,
developmentof PembrokeCollege,a women’scompanion
school to Brown, began a second campus, boundedby
Bowen, Thayer, Meeting, and Brown Streets. During the
twentiethcentury- andparticularly afterWorld War II -

Brown expansionpenetratedsurroundingresidentialareas.
In the early1950s,nearlya hundredhousesweremovedor
demolishedto makewayfor the constructionof two residen
tial quadrangles.Thecreationof a medicalprogramat Brown
hasfurther increasedthe needfor large,new facilities.

Rhode Island Schoolof Design first occupiedits Water-

Fig. 13: StimsonAvenueeast from Dinian Place, view to the northeast. Fig. 15: Hope at WatermanStreet,view to the northeast.

Fig. 14: BarnesStreet,view to the northwest.
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manStreetbuilding in 1892andsteadilyenlargedits campus
to coverthreelargeblocks in additionto scatteredindividual
buildings.

Equally asdramaticas the growth of College Hill institu
tions hasbeenthe declineandrediscoveryof historic houses
along Benefit Street.Often subdividedinto tenementsand
lacking adequatefacilities, thesedilapidated houseswere
targetedfor urbanrenewal.A demonstrationstudyof his
toric-arearenewal,College Hill, was publishedin 1959 by
the City Plan Commissionin cooperationwith the Provi
dencePreservationSocietyandthe FederalUrbanRenewal
Administration.Thislandmarkstudyprovidedplanningrec
ommendationsfor preservingthis historic area, and since
then, nearly every building on or near Benefit Street has
been thoroughly renovated,as have historic commercial
buildings along the waterfront.

College Hill today is an attractive, dynamic area. The
extraordinary revitalization of historic College Hill has
brought national attention both for the importanceof the
area’shistory andarchitectureandfor its historic preserva
tion success.

DOWNTOWN

Providence’scentralbusinessdistrict is a compactcluster
of commercialbuildings at the heartof the city. Most of the
structuresherewere erectedbetween1830 and 1930, when
Providence became a regionally important commercial
center.Situatedin a low-lying plain - muchof it filled land
- which fronts on the ProvidenceRiver, Downtownis sur
roundedby hills on the east,north,andwest;constructionof
railroad tracksandInterstateHighways95 and195 hasrein
forced its natural boundaries.This area is further distin
guishedfrom adjacentneighborhoodsby its distinct build
ings and their functions.

The areanow occupiedby Downtown was first usedby
early settlers for grazing livestock. The land was low and
marshy,traversedby severalpondsflowing into the Great
Salt Cove to the north andthe ProvidenceRiver to the east.
Its easternendwasdominatedby thelarge,steepWeybosset
Hill. The areabecamemore accessiblewhen a permanent
bridgeto MarketSquarewas constructedin 1711, andWey
bossetHill was leveledbeginning in 1724 as its clay was

Fig. 16: WestminsterStreetas it appearedin the 1820s, north side east of Union Street.

usedfor brickmaking. The WeybossetSide, as it was then
known,remainedsparselysettled,however,for the first half
of the eighteenthcentury.

The most importantimpetusto settlementcamein 1746
when a group of religious dissidentsfrom the Moshassuck
Side, as College Hill was then known, establisheda new
meetinghouseon the WeybossetSideat the presentsiteof
Beneficent CongregationalChurch. The ReverendJoseph
Snow, Jr. waspastor of the church until 1793, and he was
also instrumentalin realestatedevelopmentalong thenew
ly createdWestminsterStreet.Residentialconstructionfilled
muchof today’s Downtown in the late eighteenthand early
nineteenthcenturies,and by the 1820sthe numberof resi
dentson theWeybossetSidesurpassedthaton the Moshas
suck Sidefor the first time. Later developmenthasreplaced
most tracesof this neighborhood’searlyhistory. Only a few
housesremain, but severalchurchesrecall the area’searly
domestic use: Beneficent CongregationalChurch, Grace
EpiscopalChurch, SaintsPeterand Paul Roman Catholic
Cathedraloriginally a parishchurch, SecondUniversalist
Church,andMathewsonStreetMethodistChurch.

Providencebecamethe state’sleadingcommercialcenter
following the Revolutionary War. In the late eighteenth
century, thisactivity waslocatedat MarketSquare,a central
location for the manywharveson the eastsideof the Provi
denceRiver. While shipyardshadexistedon thewest side of
the river since the early eighteenthcentury, the first com
mercial wharf was not built on the west side until 1792.
Otherwharvesandshopsfollowed, andaftera fire destroyed
thirty-sevenbuildings on South Main Street in 1801, some
businessesrebuilt on thewest side of theriver in the vicinity
of Turks Head.

Thetransformationof Downtown from aneighborhoodof
houses,churches,shops,andwharvesinto a regionalbusi
nessandshoppingcenterwasat first agradualprocess.The
steephill to the eastmilitated againstcommercialdevelop
ment in that direction.The areathat becameDowntown did
so originally becauseof accessibility.However,nineteenth
centurychangesin Rhode Island’seconomicbasedramati
cally increasedthe rateandscaleof Downtown commercial
development,and madethe area the transportation,com
mercial, retail, and civic focus of a rapidly expandinghin
terland.
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Transportationmodeschangedsignificantly aroundmid-
century.The railroad,a crucialstepin Providence’sgrowth,
wasestablishedhere in the mid-1830s.The first Union Sta
tion, linking the various lines into one, central meeting
point, wascompletedin 1848.Therails of six companiesmet
at the station, situated on the north side of Downtown,
where the Cove had been partially filled and contained
within an elliptical basin. In front of the stationwasanopen
spaceknown as ExchangePlaceandlined with major build
ings on its southernedge; this becamethe civic centerof
Providencewhen City Hall was constructedat its western
edgebetween1874 and 1878.Thecoming of the streetcarin
the mid-i 860sfurther reinforced Downtown’s importance
as a transportationnode,for the lines radiatedout from this
area.

The terrific expansionof Rhode Island manufacturing
after 1850 requiredand supporteda comparableexpansion
in financial and mercantileservices.The areabetweenEx
changePlace and Turks Head was taken over by banks,

insurancecompanies,andbusinessand professionaloffices
during themiddle decadesof the nineteenthcentury,andby
1900 the Turks Headareawasfirmly establishedas the ré
gion’s financialdistrictwith RhodeIsland’sfirst skyscrapers.

The emergenceof a distinct retail district beganwith the
prosperousyearsduringandaftertheCivil War, whenshops
movedsteadily west from Market Squareand Turks Head,
occupying and eventuallyreplacing the early houses.The
increasingscaleof retail operationsencouragedconstruction
of new storeswest of DorranceStreet along Washington,
Westminster,and WeybossetStreetsafter 1860. Retailing
efforts includedthe small, specializedshop,typical of well-
establishedmerchandizingtechniques,as well as a new
form, the departmentstore,which exploited economiesof
scaleachievablein a metropolitancenterto offer a complete
rangeof goodsto the buying public.

In additionto finance andretailing, Downtown provided
a centerfor a variety of other servicesreinforcing its emer
genceasa civic center.Thenewspaper,telephonecompany,

Fig. 17: ExchangePlace 1883, 1848 Union Station on the right. Fig. 19: ProvidenceJournal Building 1906, 1985,
203 WestminsterStreet.

Fig. 18: Turks Head, view to the southweston WeybossetStreet.

Fig. 20: FleetCenter1985and inaustrial Trust Co.
Building 1928,view to the southwest.
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public library, andgovernmentagencieserectedsubstantial
buildings here. Hotels proliferated, and theatresgrew in
creasingly larger and more ornate. A new Union Station,
completedon landcreatedby filling the Covein 1898,main
tamed Downtown’s role as an interstate transportation
center,and in 1914 all local trolley routeswere reorganized
to beginandendat theExchangePlacetrolley shelter,just in
front of Union Station.

The stateandthe regionbeganto suffer economicallyby
thelate 1920s,andthe net effect wasa thirty-year hiatusin
new commercial construction. The last major buildings
erected Downtown until recent years were the Biltmore
Hotel 1922, Loew’s StateTheatre1928, Industrial Trust
Company Building 1928, and the ProvidenceJournal
Building 1934.

Recentdevelopmenthasleft Downtownremarkablylittle
altered. During the 1960sand 1970s,urbanrenewalmade
WestminsterStreet into a pedestrianmall and replacedthe
heavily blightedold housesandsmall commercialbuildings
in the west part of Downtown with new office and apart
mentbuildings.Newprivateventuresincludedseveralhigh
rise towers,includingHospitalTrust Tower 1973 andFleet
Center1984. A major activity in the 1970sand 1980shas
beenthe rehabilitation of historic buildings, including the
Arcade, City Hall, and the ProvidenceJournalBuilding of
1906.

While Downtown may not enjoy the full degree of its
vitality at theturn of thecentury,progressin revitalizingthe
areahas begunto follow in the wake of increasingaware
nessof the valueof Downtown’sextraordinarycollectionof
historic commercialbuildings. Still the state’s commercial
center,Downtown todayis both thriving andwell preserved,
striking a dynamic balancebetweenchangeandconserva
tion.

ELM WOOD
Elmwood, borderedby ElmwoodAvenue, Broad Street,

andInterstateHighway95, is aneighborhoodof ampleone-
and two-family housesbuilt principally between1865 and
1910. During this period, this thinly populateddistrict on
Cranston’snorthernperipherywas annexedto Providence
and transformedinto one of the city’s most fashionable
neighborhoods.Elmwoodstill possessespleasant,tree-lined

streetsandarchitecturallynoteworthyhouses,thoughmany
aredilapidatedandmosthavebeendivided into apartments.
Elmwood Avenue and Broad Street, once fine residential
boulevards,are heavily traveledcommercialstripstoday.

Beforethe middleof thenineteenthcentury,theElmwood
areawasa rural districtwhosedry andsandysoil supported
a few farmsandcountryseats.Land-relatedbusinessesin
cluding a silkworm farm andseveralnurseriesselling fruit
and ornamentaltrees and shrubs beganto appearin the
1830s. Two cemeterieswere establishedin northern Elm-
wood: Grace Church Cemetery1834 and Locust Grove
Cemetery1848. With its large, old trees,superintendent’s
lodge,and fine funerarymonuments,GraceChurchCeme
tery remainsoneof Elmwood’s foremostvisualassets.Trin
ity United Methodist Church, a fine exampleof Gothic
Revival ecclesiasticalarchitecture,waserectedon Elmwood
Avenueacrossfrom the cemeteryin 1864-65,andtheinter
sectionof Broad StreetandElmwoodAvenue wasrenamed
Trinity Squarein its honor in 1875.

Platting of houselotsbeganasearlyas 1801 whenforty-
foot-wide lotsweresold on PeaceandPlentyStreets,andby
the 1 850ssubdivisionof remainingfarmswasin full swing
though few houseshadyet beenbuilt. Much of the present
characterandlayout of theneighborhoodis theresultof the
effortsof JosephJesseCookewho acquiredlandborderedby
Elmwood, Congress,and Adelaide Avenuesand Hamilton
Streetin 1843.Cookenamedhisnewresidence"Elmwood,"
a designationwhich spreadto the entire region, and he
collaboratedwith other landownersin theareato establisha
model suburb with wide, tree-linedstreets. Unlike most
developerswhosesole concernwas the sale of individual
lots, Cookeattemptedto createa homogenousmiddle-class
neighborhood by issuing conditional land-deedswhich
specifiedthe minimumcost for any houseerected,required
constructionon the lot within five yearsof purchase,and
prescribedfront yard requirements.In addition, Cooke ex
tendedElmwood Avenue from its intersectionwith Reser
voir Avenueto RogerWilliams Parkbetween1857and1872
as a fashionableresidentialboulevard.In spite of Cooke’s
and other developers’efforts, settlementin Elmwood was
slow.

Instead,land in the largely empty southernpart of Elm
wood wasdevotedto recreation.AdelaideGrove,extending

Fig. 21: Trinity Square,view to southwestin 1896.
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Fig. 22: PrincetonAvenueat Updike Street,view to the
northwest.

Fig. 23: AdelaideAvenue,view to the west in 1896.
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ElmwoodAvenue,view of improvementsproposea in 1889, southfrom PrincetonAvenue.

Fig. 25: ElmwoodAvenue,view north ofDaboll Streetin 1937.
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south and west from the corner of Adelaide Avenue and
MeiroseStreetwas a popularpicnic spot during the 1 870s
and 1 880s. In 1878, a thirty-acre tract boundedby Broad,
Sumter, Niagara,andSackettStreetswas transformedinto
Park Garden,a summeramusementpark landscapedwith
lawns, gardens,lakes,andpathsdottedwith Japanesestyle
pavilions. In the 1890s, it was platted into houselots and
sold, althougha part survivedas AdelaidePark until about
1905.An AdelaideParkbaseballfield servedas thehomeof
the ProvidenceGraysNational Leaguebaseballteamuntil
they moved to MelrosePark, locatedon the south side of
ThackeryStreetwest of MelroseStreet.

The lowlands south of Sackett Street betweenNiagara
StreetandElmwoodAvenueservedas thesiteof the annual
visit of the Ringling BrothersandBarnumand Bailey Circus
from the late nineteenthcenturyuntil the 1940s.

During the last quarterof the century, Broad Streetand
Elmwood Avenue were built up, and developmentof the
northernside streetswascompletedby 1910. In the south
ern part, the remotenessof the area andJ.J. Cooke’s high
pricesand stringent deed restrictions impededsettlement,
and no more than two dozenhouseswere built beforehis
deathin 1881. Underthe managementof Cooke’s less de
manding heirs, however, building activity increased.By
1900 muchof the areafrom Congressto LenoxAvenueswas
built up. Distinguishedresidentialarchitectureof the 1 880s
and 1890smay be found throughoutthe Elmwood neigh
borhood,andparticularly along Parkis andPrincetonAve
nuesand WhitmarshandMoore Streetsin the north andon
AdelaideandOntario in the south,wherelargehouseswere
erectedfor the families of businessleaders.In addition, a
numberof two-family houseswerebuilt at this time, many
deckedout in the latestarchitecturalfinery. Lesselaborate
two-family housesrosemorecommonlyin the easternsec
tions of Elmwoodnear Broad Street.

During theearlytwentiethcentury,remainingvacantland
in Elmwood was divided into small lots and filled by con
structionof relatively modestone-or two-family dwellings
and.a few three-deckers.Anotherhousingalternativewas
theapartmenthouse.The Whitmarsh86 WhitmarshStreet
was built in 1913, and by the 1930s a dozenapartment
complexesexistedin the neighborhood.

Commercial developmentwas ancillary to residential
growth for mostof Elmwood’s history. In the earlyyearsof
the twentiethcentury,automobile-relatedbusinessesflour
ished along Elmwood Avenue,which was widenedto ac
commodatemoretraffic in 1936, and in 1938 its canopyof
elm treeswas removed.Someof the avenue’slarge houses
were demolishedfor commercialbuildings or parking lots,
and others were recycledas funeral homes or apartment
buildings. By 1940, Elmwood Avenue looked much as it
doestoday.

During the 1920sand 1930sthe neighborhood’spopula
tion density increasedas all vacant land was filled, large
houseswere subdivided,and apartmentconstructioncon
tinued. Wealthy and middle-incomeresidents, for whom
earlier developmentwas intended,generally remainedin
Elmwood in spiteof changesto the neighborhood’ssubur
bancharacter.However,the childrenof long-timeresidents
frequentlysettledelsewhere,andtheneighborhood’spopu
lation slowly changed.Until after World War II, the area
receivedrelatively few of Providence’simmigrant popula

tion, althoughthe numberof Germanresidentswas suffi
cientto form a socialandmusicalsociety,ProvidenceTurne
Verein, and to maintaina clubhousefrom 1890 until World
War I. Second-generationIrish and Russian-Jewishimmi
grants moved into Elmwood during the earlyyearsof the
twentiethcentury.A numberof Swedishandblackresidents
moved to Elmwood during the 1960sand1970safter their
homesin SouthProvidenceweredemolishedaspart of ur
ban renewalprojects.

Although someof the best of Elmwood’s Victorian resi
dential sections,particularly along ElmwoodAvenue,have
been ruined, most of the neighborhood’sstreetsremain
architecturallyintact. In recentyearsa small but continuing
trickle of individuals andfamilies,attractedby theinherent
quality of the structuresandthe relativelylow pricesof real
estate,have establishedthemselvesin Elmwood, and old
and new residentshavebandedtogetherin severalneigh
borhood improvementgroups to renew Elmwood’s poten
tial as a pleasantresidentialarea.

FEDERAL HILL

FederalHill is a denselydevelopedresidentialneighbor
hood atop a plateauwest of Downtown andsouth of the
WoonasquatucketRiver Valley. To the south,Westminster
Street separatesFederalHill from the West End. Atwells
Avenue and Broadway form major east-westaxesthrough
theneighborhood,andthe side streetsform a highly irregu
lar streetpattern,the result of sporadicnineteenth-century
development.The large, elaboratehousesalong Broadway
contrastwith the tenementsalong most of the side streets.
This physical differenceemphasizesthe two distinct forces
that shapedtheneighborhoodin the nineteenthcentury:the
paralleldevelopmentsof a prosperousmercantileandman
ufacturingclassand of an expandingimmigrant laborforce.

Until the 1820s,FederalHill wasmostly vacantland used
for grazingcattle. WestminsterStreetwaspart of the 1714
road from Providenceto Plainfield, Connecticut.In 1739, a
tavern was built at the intersectionof Westminster and
CranstonStreets,andby 1783, whenJosephHoyle bought
the property,eight housesstoodnearby;none survives.At
wells Avenuewaslaid out from Aborn Street to the Woon
asquatucketRiver in 1809 andextendedto Manton Avenue
as the WoonasquatucketTurnpike in 1810.

As Providencegrew beyond the area of colonial settle
ment during the first half of thenineteenthcentury,Federal
Hill becamehome to many of Providence’sartisansand
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working class: carpenters,teamsters,shopkeepers,skilled
workers, and laborers,someof whom worked in factories
along the WoonasquatucketRiver. By 1850,houseshadbeen
built along thelength of WestminsterStreetandthroughout
thesectioneastof DeanStreetadjacentto Downtown;build
ing in other areaswas sparser.Only a few of theseFederal
and Greek Revival dwellings survive to recall the area’s
early urbanization.

In 1842,FederalHill residentsplayeda prominentrole in
the Dorr Rebellion. ThomasWilson Dorr and his followers,
in an effort to broadensuffrage,constitutedthemselvesasan
extralegalgovernmentandestablishedtheir headquarterson
Atwells Avenue.From therethey unsuccessfullyattackeda
statearsenalon CranstonStreet.Despitethisabortedeffort,
the Dorrites ultimately saw a number of their desiredre
forms adoptedin the new constitutionof November1842.

FederalHill’s location immediately west of Downtown
madeit ripe for intensedevelopmentduring Providence’s
boom yearsin the late nineteenthand early twentiethcen
turies. FederalHill, in fact,vividly illustratestheextremesof
living conditionsamong the city’s citizens during this dy
namic period. Broadway, bisecting the neighborhood,de
velopedas oneof severalstylish main dragsinto town. The
side streetsandmostof the areanorth of Broadwaytook on
a decidedlyethnic, lower-incomecast.

Beginningin the 1 840s, Irish immigrationbeganto swell
the populationof FederalHill. By 1865, half the neighbor
hood’s 8,400 residentswere immigrantscrowdedinto the
areanorth of Atwells Avenuealong the river and the rail
road tracks.This suddeninflux led to the establishmentin
1853 of the city’s third RomanCatholicparish,St. Mary’s.
Situatedat thewestendof Broadway,St.Mary’s Churchand
Schoolbecamean importantneighborhoodinstitution.Pop
ulation growth wasso rapid, however,that St. Mary’s was
unableto accommodatethe area’sresidents,and another
parish,St. John’s,wascreatedin 1870 on Atwells Avenue.

The neighborhood became easily accessibleboth to
Downtown andto Olneyville, a rapidly industrializingnode
to the west, when horsecarservicewas inauguratedalong
Broadwayand WestminsterStreetin the 1 860s. Realestate
developersbeganto subdividetheremainingopenland,and
their little regardfor thesenew streets’directionor connec
tion with otherstreetsresultedin theneighborhood’spres
ent, random-gridstreetpattern.The housesbuilt on these
side streetsvariedin sizeand type, but a generalcontinuity
of scaleresultedfrom a relative similarity of lot size and
common relianceon patternbooksand similar plans.

Broadwaybecameoneof Providence’smorefashionable
addressesin the 1850s.It enjoyedbothproximity to Down
town and ample open land for the constructionof large
houses.Originally laid out from SabinStreetto DeanStreet
in the1 830sandlaterextendedto Olneyville, Broadwaywas
widenedto eighty feetin 1854 andthusbecamethebroadest
streetin the city. The first of the street’slarge houseswas
built aboutthis time, and by century’send Broadway was
lined with a distinguishedprocessionof elaboratedwellings
erectedby Providence’sincreasinglywealthymerchantsand
manufacturers.Like Watermanand Angell Streetson the
East Side and Broad Streetand Elmwood Avenue on the
southside,Broadwaywasa handsomeandimpressivethor
oughfareleadingto the heartof thecity. All SaintsEpiscopal
Church 1847; rebuilt 1868-72at 674 WestminsterStreet
servedthts areain the middle yearsof thecenturyandwas
augmentedin 1890 by St. James’sat 402 Broadway.

Immigrantsfrom Italy beganto arrive on FederalHill in
significantnumbersin the 1880s.During the following two
decades,the neighborhoodbecame home to more than
9,000 Italian immigrants; in 1916, almost eighty-five per
centof FederalHill residentswere immigrantsor their chil
dren. The rapid influx of new arrivals,many with minimal
resources,to the already denselypopulatedneighborhood
inevitably resultedin overcrowdingand deplorablehousing

Fig. 27: nroaaway, north side,view westfrom Almy Streetin 1891.
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conditions.The Italianssettlednorth of Atwells Avenue in
the samearea occupiedby the Irish a half centuryearlier,
andnearly forty per cent of the houseswere occupied by
four or more families. Triple deckerswere erectedas the
economicalsolution to the housingshortage,andtheItalian
settlementgrewto includemostof FederalHill.

The greaterProvidencecommunity attemptedto relieve
someof the worst slum conditions by establishingsettle
ment housesin the area, and the immigrants themselves
werequick to form their own socialandpolitical clubs,mu
tual benefitsocieties,newspapers,andchurches.This crea
tion of aseriesof neighborhood-basednetworkswasamong
thestrongestandmostextensivein the city; it quickly estab
lished andreinforced the Italian presenceon FederalHill.
Two new RomanCatholic churcheswere addedto accom
modate the Italians: Holy Ghost, organizedin 1889 and
locatedat 470Atwells Avenuein abuilding erectedin 1901,
andOur Lady of Mount Carmel,formedin 1921.

Atwells Avenuebecamethecenterof the Italian commer

cial community in the earlyyearsof the twentieth century.
An active pushcartmarketdevelopedat the corner of De
Pasqualeand Atwells Avenues,followed by more perma
nent establishmentssuch as shops, markets, and banks.
Merchantsoften built commercialblocks,like thoseerected
by Nicolô andAntonio Cappelli nearthe pushcartmarket:
with shopson the first story and flats above, thesewere
typical of Atwells Avenueduring this period.

FederalHill retainsa significantportion of its buildings
from the time of its greatestgrowth.Splendidmansionsstill
line Broadway,thoughmosthavebeendivided into apart
mentsor convertedto commercialuse.And while someof
thesidestreetsoff Atwells Avenuehavedeclinedsomewhat,
the neighborhoodin generalremainsa thriving urbanarea
andItalian-Americancenter.Atwells Avenue,in particular,
hasseena resurgenceof developmentin thelate 1970sand
early1980s.The neighborhood’sstrongspirit of community
and physical legacy are important resourcesfor future
growth.

Fig. 29: Parade on AtwellsAvenue,1906.
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i-ig. 30: AtWiS Avenue,view westfrom Giuseppearzbaldi Park.
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FOX POINT

Part of Providence’searliestsettled area, Fox Point is a
well establishedand denselybuilt up residentialneighbor
hood.Surroundedon threesidesby thewater,it owesmuch
of its developmentto the primary and secondaryeffectsof
maritimeactivity; assuch,theareahasa long andinteresting
ethnichistory. Changesto the waterfrontand construction
of InterstateHighway 195 haveerasedsomeremnantsof its
history, but Fox Point retainsa large proportionof historic
buildingsandremainshometo mostof thecity’s Portuguese
citizens.

Fox Point’s historic developmentcanbe tracedto thesev
enteenthcentury. According to local tradition, Roger Wil
liams first landedin Providenceon the westernshoreof the
SeekonkRiver nearthe presentintersectionof Williams and
GanoStreets,andthe land in Fox Point waspart of the first
settlement.Fox Point land fronting on the ProvidenceRiver
was includedin the 1638 division of houselots, while the
areaeastof HopeStreetwasset off in six-acrelots for farm
ing and grazing.Waterfrontactivity later supersededfarm
ing asthe town’s major activity, andProvidence’sfirst wharf
waserectednear the foot of TransitStreetabout 1680.

Fox Point was indistinguishablefrom the rest of Provi
dence until the 1790s, when real estatedevelopmentand
constructionof new harbor facilities beganto shapeits fu
ture and form. Early streetsincluded Power 1738 and
Wickenden1772, and by 1803 Williams, John, Arnold,
Transit,andSheldonStreetshadbeenplattedwestof Hope
Street.Thesenewly createdlots filled quickly during the
prosperous1790s, and houseswere built throughout the
neighborhoodwestof EastStreetduring the first half of the
nineteenthcentury, including more substantialresidences
for merchantsand captainsandsmallerdwellings clustered
in the southernandeasternsectionsfor artisansand labor
ers.The areaeastof GovernorStreetwas a farm ownedby
GovernorFenneruntil the late 1 840s, when it was platted
into the existingstreetgrid.

Harbor developmentbecameintensein the I 790s to ac
commodatelargenewshipsemployedin theOrientaltrade.
John Brown’s wharves, warehouses,air furnace, distill
house,and spermacetiworks were centeredat India Point
near the mouthof the SeekonkRiver. Ropewalkswere laid
out eastof Brook Street.Similar developmentand activity
continuedon the eastside of the ProvidenceRiver.

During the first half of the nineteenthcentury,Fox Point
becamethecity’s transportationcenter,as facilities for pack
et boats, coastalfreighters,and - eventually- railroads
supplementedprivate wharves.Since the first railroadsin
Providencewere plannedas overlandlinks to the existing
maritime transportsystem,the Fox Point waterfrontwas a
logical placefor the Boston& Providenceline’s first station,
completedin 1835. When a line from Providenceto Ston
ington, Connecticutwas establishedin 1837, its terminus
wasa wharf at the endof Crary Street,on the west side of
the river, andpassengersandfreight were ferried acrossto
India Point for travel connections.

Easy accessto the region’s major transportationnetwork
attractedindustryto southernFoxPointduring thefirst half
of the nineteenthcentury. Like the ships’ chandleriesand
ropewalksof the eighteenthcentury, thesewere related to
the area’stransportationnetwork,as well asprovidedsup
port for theincreasinglyimportantlocal textile industry.Fox
Point plants included facilities for the ProvidenceSteam
EngineCompany1834 andtheFuller Iron Works1840 on
Pike Streetand the ProvidenceTool Company1844 on
WickendenStreet.Thewaterfrontarearemainedindustrial
ized well into the twentiethcentury.

Thehistoryof Fox Point’s developmentasanimmigrant!
ethnicneighborhoodbeganwith the establishmenthere in
1813 of the first RomanCatholic church in Rhode Island.
The small Irish community in Fox Point increasedby the
1830sasIrish laborersimmigratedto work on theBlackstone
Canal 1825-28 and the Boston & ProvidenceRailroad
1831-35. After completion of the tracks and station, the
Irish continuedto settlehereto work aswaterfrontor indus
trial laborers. By the 184Os, the waterfront sectionof Fox
Point wasknown as "Corky Hill." In 1853,this Irish parish
erecteda moresubstantialchurch,St. Joseph’s,at 86 Hope
Street.By 1865, half of the neighborhoodwasforeignborn,
andten yearslatertheratio hadgrown to three-fifths.Older
housesin the area becameovercrowded,and new slums
developedalong streetsnearthe water.

Between1876 and 1880, a 400-acreareasouthof Wick
endenStreetwas condemnedas part of a city plan for re
grading, highway adjustment,and slum clearance.Nearly
150 buildings were demolishedor moved, FoxesHill was
leveled,andmostof thematerialexcavatedwasusedon the
westernshoreof the SeekonkRiver for fill; GanoStreetwas
built on the new land.

- g. 31: SheldonStreet,view to the northeastat i

Fig. 32: WilliamsStreet,view east from GovernorStreet.
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Fig. 34: i-ox point in the 1840s,viewfrom tort Hill in LastProvidence.

Throughoutthe last quarter of the nineteenthcentury,
new houseswere built east of Hope Streeton the former
FennerFarm or on the new land extendingto GanoStreet.
Thesedwellingswere primarily two-, three-,or four-family
tenements,andtowardtheendof thecenturymorethanone
house per lot was not uncommon.Many of thesehouses
were ownedor rentedby Irish immigrantsor their children.

A secondwave of immigration beganabout 1870, when
PortugueseandCapeVerdeansfled poorconditionsin their
homelands.As earlyas the 1840s,Portuguesesailors occa
sionally hadshippedaboardYankeewhalerswhich routine

ly called at theAzoresor CapeVerdeIslands;someof these
establishedthe nucleusof a Portuguesecommunity in Fox
Point.During the late nineteenthcentury,nearlytwo thou
sandPortugueseimmigrantssettledin Fox Point,mainly in
inexpensiverentedquarters.Like theIrish beforethem,most

Portugueseworked as unskilled laborers in factoriesor on
the docks. Primarily RomanCatholic, the Portuguesefami
lies attendedSt. Joseph’sChurchuntil the formationof Our
Lady of the Rosary in 1885. The presentedifice,completed
in 1906,remainsa religious andcultural focusof the neigh
borhood.Federalimmigrationlaws adoptedin 1924 sharply
reducedthe numberof Portugueseimmigrantsarriving in
Providence,but since the relaxationof theselaws in 1965,
approximately10,000Portuguesehavearrived in southern
New England.

Physicalchangesto theneighborhoodhavebeensubstan
tial in thetwentieth century.Sincethe 1940s,thewaterfront
hasbeenabandonedandis now India Point Park.Construc
tion of InterstateHighway 195 cleareda wideswaththrough
thesouthernpart of Fox Point. Urbanrenewalclearanceand
redevelopmentprojects havetransformedthe South Main
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Street area, as has restorationof historic houses west of
HopeStreet.

While Fox Point’s relationshipwith the water has been
obscuredby recentdevelopment,muchof theneighborhood
remainsintact to tell a largeportionof its particularhistory:
theearlydevelopmentjust eastof Benefit Street,followed by
several wavesof immigrantswho filled the easternpart of
Fox Point and continueto provide an ethnic flavor to this
important, historic area.

THE JEWELRY DISTRICT

The Jewelry District is a small but intact fragment of a
once-largermanufacturingcenter,Now physically distinct
becauseof constructionof InterstateHighways95 and 195,
the JewelryDistrict is immediatelysouthof Downtown and
just north of the waterfront. Formerly a residentialneigh
borhood,the district wasconvertedto industrial use begin-

ning in the secondhalf of the nineteenthcentury; today it is
exclusivelycommercialand industrial in use,dominatedby
large manufacturingbuildings and parking lots.

The first dwellings were erectedhere in the early nine
teenthcentury,and a few houses- like the SamuelLewis
Houseat 137 ChestnutStreet- survive from that era. By
1875,this wasa denselybuilt residentialneighborhood,and
industryhadalreadybegunto arrive in the area.TheProvi
denceSteamMill 1827 andthe PhenixIron Foundry1830
et seq.were locatedbetweenDyer andEddy Streetsandthe
ProvidenceRiver. The Phenix Iron Foundry had built a
machineshopat the corner of Elm andButler now Imperial
Place Streetsin 1848. The Barstow Stove Companywas
headquarteredat 118 Point Street, its home since 1849.
Theseindustries,however,representedsomethingof a spill
over from the much moreheavily industrializedareato the
north between Pine and Ship Streetseast of Richmond
Street.

Fig. 36: S/lip and Chestnutstreets,

Fig. 37: Davol RubberCompanyplant 1U et seq., b9 Point Street, view to tne northeast.
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During the 1880s,two largenew plantsthat would grow
considerablyduring the early twentiethcenturywerebuilt.
The Davol RubberCompanymovedinto new quartersat 69
Point Streetin 1884 and graduallyexpandedto fill two cor
nersof the intersectionof PointandEddyStreets.Narragan
settElectricCompanymovedinto a largenewplantat South
and Eddy Streetsin 1889.

The jewelry industryhadbeenestablishedin Providence
toward the end of the eighteenthcentury, and its center
remainedalong North Main Streetnear ThomasStreet for
much of thenineteenthcentury.The industrygrewsporadi
cally before the Civil War but expandedterrifically during
the last quarterof the century.By 1880, Providenceled the
country in jewelry production,andthe crampedquarterson
North Main Street were no longer able to accommodate
these firms. Between about 1890 and 1910, a numberof
jewelry firms relocatedin this area south of Friendship
Street.

The new industrialbuildings erectedfor thesefirms were
designedspecifically for their use. Despite the growth of
production,jewelry manufacturingdid not realizean econ
omy of scale, and individual operationsremainedsmall.
Buildings like the Champlin Building 1888 at 116 Chest
nut, the Russell,Building 1904 at 95 Chestnut,and the
DoranBuilding 1907 at 150 ChestnutStreetweremultiple
story buildings housingone or more tenantsto a floor. In
contrastto other industrial areas,the jewelry district devel
opedlate, quickly, and in a previouslyestablishedresiden
tial neighborhood.

Severallargerplantswerebuilt herein the earlyyearsof
the twentieth century. Two of them, the Doran-Speidel
Building 1912 at 70 Ship Street and the Coro Building
1929 at 167 PointStreetarereinforced-concretestructures.

The Jewelry District’s presentstock of buildings was
standing by the mid-1930s. Manufacturing was by then

clearlythe dominantactivity in thisarea,andtheold houses
were graduallyrazedor movedto createparking lots.

In recentyears,the interstatehighwayshaveset the dis
trict off from surroundingneighborhoods.The once-dense
industrial areanorth of Route 195 has almost completely
disappeared,replacedby parking lots and the statejudicial
complex. Most buildings in the Jewelry District are still in
light industrialand commercialuse,particularly sincejew
elry remainsan importantpart of Providence’sindustrial
scene.

Several buildings have been recycled. The Champlin
Building is now commercial/residentialcondominiums.The
large Davol Rubber Company has been converted into
Davol Square,a combinationof commercialandretail use.

The compactnessof this area,its proximity to majorhigh
ways, and the changesalreadymadesuggestthat this area
may well undergoyet anothermajor transformationat the
endof the twentiethcentury,muchasit did a hundredyears
ago.

THE MOSHASSUCK AND
WOONASQUATUCKET RIVER VALLEYS

The Moshassuckand WoonasquatucketRiver Valley sys
tem has beenthe siteof industrial activity from the seven
teenthcenturyto the present.While this naturalsystemand
its environsdo notproperlyconstituteaneighborhoodin the
usualsense,the whole sharesa commonhistoryas thecity’s
industrial corridor, particularly in the late nineteenthand
early twentieth centuries.This developmentplayedan im
portant part in the general history of Providenceand to a
greatextent effected the growth of adjacentareas.

The water-powerpotential of the MoshassuckRiver was
realizedearly in Providence’shistorywhenJohnSmithbuilt
a gristmill andtanneryin 1646 at the falls near theintersec
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tion of CharlesandMill Streets,adjacentto the earlysettle
ment.DestroyedwhenProvidencewasburnedduring King
Philip’s War in 1676, thegristmill andtannerywererebuilt
togetherwith a sawmill and iron works. Thesefledgling
industriesremainedin operationhere for many decades.

Settlementalong the WoonasquatucketRiver beganas a
seriesof small agriculturalvillages.About 1700,JohnTripp,
a farmer, settledat what is now the westernedgeof Provi
dence;known todayasManton,Tripptownbecameanearly,
permanentfarming settlement.By the mid-1740s,the Rut
tenburg family had settled farther east on the river, just
southof Atwells Avenue,and establisheda papermill and
distillery; Valley Streetwas openedto connectthis settle
ment with the PlainfieldRoadto thesouth. Themostpromi
nent settlementwas Olneyville, near the junction of the
Plainfield RoadWestminsterandPlainfield Streetsandthe
river. A numberof farms occupiedOlneyville’s immediate
hinterland,but thevillage hadseveralindustriesby the time
of the Revolution: a papermill, a gristmill, a forge,a foun
dry, and a chocolatefactory. Only a scatteredhandful of
heavily altered eighteenth-centurystructures- several
moved from their unknown original locations - survive
from this earlydevelopment.

During theearlyyearsof industrialization,the riverswere
critical both for powerand for the water suppliedin textile
processing.Early mills thusgrewup along the Woonasqua
tucketandMoshassuckRivers.At first they weresituatedin
or nearexistingsettlementsbut soonestablishednew loca
tions.The first textile mill on theWoonasquatucketwasthe
Union Cotton Mill of 1805, just west of Olneyville. The

Merino Mill of 1812 wasalmosta mile westof Olneyville, on
PonagansettAvenue. The Manton Mill of 1827 was in the
heartof Tripptown. The Dyerville Mill at 610 Manton Ave
nue was built acrossthe river from the Memo Mill in a
largelyvacant quarter; as usual for most isolatedmills, the
companybuilt workers’ housing nearby. Early industries
along the Moshassuckincluded the Allen Printworks of
1830 on DrydenLaneandtheFletcherManufacturingCom
panyof 1844 on CharlesStreet,nearthe siteof the original
gristmill. Both of thesewerenearthe town’s original settle
ment.

Industrialdevelopmentintensifiedalong the rivers around
mid-centurypartly in responseto improvedtransportation
facilities and technologicalinnovations.Between1824 and
1828, the MoshassuckRiver was incorporated into the
BlackstoneCanal,a transportationfacility connectingProvi
dence with Worcester, Massachusetts.More importantly,
railroadlines wereconstructedduring the I 840sparalleling
theWoonasquatucketRiver from Olneyville into the center
of Providenceandthenturningnorthalong thecanal.These
railroad linesfacilitatedthedeliveryof rawmaterialsandthe

shipmentof finishedgoods,reinforcing the roleof the river
valleysasanindustrialcorridorthroughthecity. In addition,
thesteam-powertechnologyfundamentalto railroad devel
opment wasadaptedfor factory use.Mills were thusliber
ated from dependenceon water for power and enjoyed
greaterfreedomof location,denserconstruction,andsignifi
cantincreasesin the scaleof production.

Valley Streetnorthandeastof Olneyville becamea prime
location for mill constructionfollowing the coming of the
railroad. Seventextile mills or finishing plantslocatedhere
betweenthe 1 840sand 1 860s,includingtheValley Worsted
Mills 1842, ProvidenceDyeing, Bleaching& Calendering
1846, and WoonasquatucketPrint Works 1848. Two ex
tensivewool-manufacturingcomplexeswerebuilt in Olney
ville just west of Manton Avenue:the Atlantic Mills 1851,
1863 et seq.,which becamethe largesttextile operationin
Providenceby the 1880s, and the Riverside Mills 1863,
1865,et seq.,just west on Aleppo Street.

Base-metalandmachine-toolindustriesdevelopedhereat
first to servicethe growing textile industry,andthesefacto
ries often located in Providence’sindustrial corridor. The
EagleScrewCompany1838 andthe New EnglandScrew
Company1840 mergedto form the AmericanScrewCom
panyin 1860;AmericanScrew’scomplexat 530North Main
Streetwasoneof the threelargestfactory complexesin the
country. The Corliss Steam Engine Companybuilt a new
plantat 146 WestRiver Street,justeastof therailroadtracks,
about1850. Threenationally important firms locatedat the

Fig. 39: BlackstoneCanal, southernend.

Fig. 40: MonohassetMill 1866,530 Kinsley Avenue.

20



easternendof theWoonasquatucketRiver during thesecond
half of the nineteenthcentury:BurnsideRifle Works1862,
reorganizedas RhodeIslandLocomotive Works 1865, lo
catedat the corner of Valley and Hemlock; Nicholson File
Company1864, on Acorn Street,just north of the railroad;
andBrown & Sharpe1870 at 235 PromenadeStreet.These
firms wereamongthe nation’s industrial giants in the late
nineteenthand early twentieth centuries,and their plants
expandedrapidly to cover acresalongthe riversandsignifi
cantly changedtheareainto a dense,industrialbelt. By 1900,
the Woonasquatucketand MoshassuckRivers wereheavily
industrial from PonagansettAvenue on the west, through
the centralpart of the city, to BranchAvenue on the north.

Housing for factoryworkerswas constructedthroughout
the nineteenthcentury along the rivers as well as in the
adjacentneighborhoodsof Mount Pleasant,Federal Hill,
Smith Hill, the North End, andMount Hope. With several
exceptions,housingwasprovidedby realestatespeculators
rather than the workers’ employers. Olneyville, the most
heavily industrializedsectionof thecity, hasa largeconcen
trationof workers’ housing.The growthof thestreetcarlines
in the late nineteenthcenturyallowed workers to live be
yondwalking distanceto factories,andspeculativehousing
for workers grew up along and off Manton, Atwells, and
Hartford Avenues.

This dense,urban, industrial corridor reachedits peakin
the 1920s.As Providence’sindustrialbaseweakenedfollow
ing World War II, many of theselargeplants closedcom
pletely or moved operationselsewhere.The constructionof

the Route6 connectorin Olneyville, InterstateHighway 95,
andthe West River Industrial Park redevelopmentproject
claimed a numberof thesestructures.

The Woonasquatucketand Moshassuckrivers attracted
industry from the time of settlement,for water provided
processing,power, and transportation.During the nine
teenthcentury, the river valleys becamethe most heavily
industrializedpart of the city. Many of thesemill complexes
remain; most are now underutilized,but the transportation
networkfunction of this corridor remainsas the major rail
road and highway links of the city.

MOUNT HOPE

Situatedalongthe steepeasternridge of the Moshassuck
River Valley, Mount Hopeis a primarily residentialneigh
borhoodof one- and two-family dwellings built during the
secondhalf of the nineteenthcenturyandthe earlydecades
of the twentieth.Its majornorth-southaxes,North Main and
HopeStreets,parallelthecrestof theridge,andHopeStreet,
in fact, sits atop thiscrest. Secondarystreetscrosstheseaxes
at regular intervalsand createthe basic grid patternof the
streetsystem.BetweenNorth Main andCampStreetssouth
of RochambeauAvenue,most housesare simple,mid-nine
teenth-centurycottagesor later, larger,and moreelaborate
one- andtwo-family houses.Buildings locatedeastof Camp
Street and north of RochambeauAvenue generally date
from the late nineteenthor twentieth century,and single-
family housespredominate.
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Originally an agricultural adjunct to Providence,Mount
Hopewas first settledduring the seventeenthcentury,but
developmentremainedsparsethroughthe 1850s.The area
lies just north of College Hill, and North Main Streetis an
extensionof the original Towne Streetnorth to Pawtucket.
Thefirst residentsin Mount Hopewerefarmersandtavern-
keeperswho lived along the Pawtucketroad. TheJeremiah
Dexter Farmhouse1754, at the corner of North Main
StreetandRochambeauAvenue also an earlyroad, is the
only building in the neighborhood surviving from the
colonial period. Acrossthe road from the Dexter Houseis
the North Burial Ground, establishedin 1700 for a "bury
ing ground,militia training ground, and other public pur
poses"and now usedexclusively as a cemetery.

During the first half of the nineteenthcentury, houses
were built along the western end of Olney Street, Bacon
Street now occupied by University Heights Shopping
Center,JenkinsStreet,PleasantStreet,Abbott Street,and
North Main Street. Many of these houses,like that still
standingat 43 Abbott Street,weresimpleclapboardcottages
with centerchimneys.This areaof settlementin the south
ernportionof Mount Hopehastraditionallybeenoccupied
by black residentsand wasthe siteof the Olney Street race
riot in 1831.

Only a handful of houseshad beenconstructedin the
remainderof Mount Hopeby as late as 1857. Arable land

remainedin cultivation, as on the farm of Luther Salisbury,
whosefarmhouseca. 1849 andstablesurviveat 50 Forest
Street.Nearby,severalsuburbanretreatswerebuilt for mer
chantsand manufacturersnear the easternend of Cypress
Street; two of theseremainat 156 and 176 CypressStreet.

Large-scaledevelopmentdid not occur in Mount Hope
until the secondhalf of the nineteenthcenturybecauseof
the area’sremotenessandlack of public transportation.In
1765, the vacantareanorth of RochambeauAvenue was
included in the Town of North Providence;in 1874, this
still-vacantareawasreannexedto Providence.At that time,
the only densely settled part of Mount Hope was along
North Main Street.The industrializationof the Moshassuck
River corridorprovidedjobs for skilled andunskilledwork
ers.Thepopulationof theFirst Ward,which includedMount
Hopeandtheeasternendof SmithHill, wasswollenby Irish
immigrationaroundmid-century;in 1875 halfof theward’s
14,000residentswereIrish immigrantsor their children,and
contemporaryaccountsdescribeimmigrant slums in the
MoshassuckRiver area.

Besidesproximity to available work, anotherimpetusto
settlementin MountHopewastheinitiation of streetrailway
servicealong North Main Streetby 1875andCampStreet
1886. The impact of improved transportationwas dra
matic.New housesfilled vacantlots alongthe streetrailway
lines andon crossstreetslike Doyle Avenue.Most of these

Fig. 43: JeremiahDexterHouse 1754,957 North Main Street. Fig. 44: Luther SalisburyHouseca. 1849, 50 ForestStreet.

Fig. 45: CampStreet, view north from Lippitt Street in 1891.
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houseswereone-or two-family dwellingsbuilt for middle-
incomefamilies: Daniel Wallis Reeves,leaderof the famous
American Band,built a mansard-roofcottageat 178 Doyle
Avenue in 1871. The ReevesHouse and otherslike it on
Doyle Avenueandthe crossstreetsto thenorth illustrate the
rangeof typesandformsof latenineteenth-centuryhousing.

During the lastquarterof thenineteenthcenturyandinto
the twentieth,Mount Hope wasa rapidly growing middle-
class neighborhoodlocatedwithin convenientcommuting
distanceof Downtown andnearthe industrialdistrict along
theMoshassuckandWestRivers.Smallsingle-family houses
in the colonialandbungalowmodeswerebuilt in theblocks
borderingbothsidesof Hope Streetalong streetslike Lang-
hamRoad,Mount HopeAvenue,andEighth Street.Larger
two-family housesand triple-deckerswere also built in
many partsof the neighborhood.An earlyexampleof tract
housingin Providencewas the GilbaneCompanydevelop
ment of CatalpaRoadbetween1902 and 1904. Providence
architectsMurphy & Hindle designedthe street’seleven
housesusingonly two floor plansbut avoidedmonotonyby
varying detail andsiting.

Sincethe latenineteenthcentury,institutionshavebeena
significant presencein Mount Hope. The Society for the
Preventionof Cruelty to Children hada homeat 108 Doyle
Avenuebeginningin the 1880s.TheRhodeIslandSchoolfor
the Deaf built its headquartersat 520 HopeStreetin 1892,

and this complexexpandedthrough much of the twentieth
century; after the school’s departurein the mid-1970s,the
complexwas occupiedas The ProvidenceCenterfor coun
seling. Miriam Hospital,establishedin the WestEndin the
latenineteenthcentury,movedto its SummitAvenuesitein
1952 andhas sinceexpandedconsiderably.

The division of large,privatelyheld landholdingsspurred
twentieth-centurydevelopment.In 1928, Brown University
soldits ten-acreAndrewsAthletic Field boundedby Camp,
Dana, Ivy, and Forest Streets.The JeremiahDexter Farm
had been completely divided by the 1930s. Hope Street
emergedasa commercialspineafterWorld WarI, andNorth
Main Street,widenedin 1931,becameevenmoreimportant
as a commercialstrip.

In addition to native-born whites, threeethnic groups
have been important to twentieth-centurydevelopment.
Blacks,long a presencein the neighborhood,accountedfor

more than twenty percent of the populationby 1950.Irish
immigrantswere a similarly largeportionof thepopulation
and built the Church of the Holy Nameon Camp Street.
RussianJewsfirst cameto theareain theearlyI 890s,andby
1950 the areanorth of RochambeauAvenuewas the city’s
most concentratedsettlementof Russianimmigrants.

SinceWorld War II, redevelopmenthaschangedportions
of Mount Hope,particularly the southernsection.The Uni
versity Heights complex, which replacedall trace of the
neighborhood’searlybuildings, includesa shoppingcenter
as well as severalhundredunits of garden apartments.
Nearby are new structuresfor the Olney Street Baptist
Churchandthe Martin Luther King, Jr. ElementarySchool.

While the earliestbuildings in Mount Hope havedisap
peared,theneighborhoodretainsmuchof its building stock.
The houseshere chronicle the evolution - at first gradual
- of this agriculturaladjunctto CollegeHill into a streetcar
suburband, ultimately, into an integral part of the larger
EastSide area.

MOUNT PLEASANT AND ELMHURST
The Mount Pleasantand Elmhust neighborhoodis a

largelysuburbanresidentialand institutionalquarteron the
northwestside of the city. Oneof the lastareasin thecity to
develop, the neighborhoodis dominatedby medium-size
dwellingsset on landscapedlots. Somehousesdatefrom the
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late nineteenthcentury, but most are of twentieth-century
origin. Interspersedwithin this residentialquarterare sev
eral large institutions,eachon a largepieceof land.

Partof theoriginal commonland establishedat thebegin
ning of settlement,this area remainedfarm land down
throughmuch of the nineteenthcentury,and development
wassparse.By the 1730s,two roadshadbeenestablishedto
bring producefrom theoutlying farms: thenorthernbranch
along DouglasAvenue and Eaton Streetand the southern
branch along Chalkstone Avenue. Unlike several of the
other outlying neighborhoodsusedearly as farmland, this
arearetainsseveralof its eighteenth-and early nineteenth-
century farmhouses. The Winsor-Swan-Whitman Farm
standsat 416 EatonStreet.The houseat 134 SharonStreet
wasoriginally at the corner of River Avenue andWhitford
Street.Two other farmhouses,both built around 1800 for
membersof the Allen family, stand near Smith Street.
ZachariahAllen’s housestandsin near-originalconditionat
1093 SmithStreet,while thatof hissonPhilip, nearbyat 196
NelsonStreet,hasbeenheavily altered.Eachof thesefarms
comprised large parcels of land that remained farmed
throughmuch of the nineteenthcenturyandopenland into
the twentieth.

Severalroadstraversedthe areain the earlynineteenth
century. In 1815, someof the major landowners,including
Philip Allen, formedthePowderMill TurnpikeCorporation.
This privately ownedturnpike followed Smith Street from
its intersectionwith Eaton Streetto the village of Harmony
in Smithfield. The only remaining of its three tollhouses
standsat 1076 SmithStreet. By 1835, River, Douglas,and
Chalkstone Avenues and Smith, Sharon, and Admiral
Streetshad beenestablishedas rural lanesconnectingthe
various farms.

The area’s handsomeand open topographyof wooded,
rolling hills madeit attractive as a site for country retreats
towardthemiddle of thenineteenthcentury.More thanany
other part of town, Elmhurstand Mount Pleasantbecame
the locus for such development,and severalof thesemid-
centurycountryhousesare still extant.William Grosvenor’s
Gothic Revival villa, "Elmhurst,"whichgaveits nameto the
area,was the first of these;built on SmithStreetin 1849, it
burned in 1967. The stone, Italianate villas of William M.
Bailey and CharlesS. Bradley, erectedin the early 185Os,
standadjacenton Eaton Street,now part of the Providence
College campus.ThomasDavis’s thirty-acreestateremains
at the cornerof ChalkstoneAvenueand RaymondStreets,
but the imposingstonemain housewasdemolishedin 1947
for theconstructionof VeteransHospital.TheEatonfamily’s
Italianatevilla, "Oakwoods,"occupieda largetractbetween

Fig. u: Powaer Mill Turnpike loll House ca. 18Th, lU/b
Smith Street.

tig. .51: inomasvavis nouse11169,ChalkstoneAvenuedemolished.

Fig. 52: ElmhurstAvenue,west side,view to the southwest.
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Fig. 53: CastleTheatre 1925, 1039 ChalkstoneAvenue.

Smith and Eaton Streetsfrom Huxley Avenue to Oakland
Avenue; the house was demolishedand the land divided
into house lots around the turn of the century. Obadiah
Brown’s more modesthousenear the west endof Chalk-
stone Avenue occupied a large parcel of land, used since
1908 for municipalrecreationalpurposesandnow for Triggs
Golf Course.StateEducationCommissionerG.W. Chapin’s
ampleestate,"Walnut Grove," was locatedwest of Mount
PleasantAvenue and south of Smith Street; since 1885,
it has been the state home for neglected and dependent
children.

Settlementremainedsparsein Mount Pleasantand Elm-
hurst until nearlythe endof the nineteenthcentury.Several
platsof houselots were laid out in the early187Os,but the
stagnanteconomicclimate following the Panic of 1873 no
doubtquashedthesedevelopmentplans.Mostof theseearly
houselotswereof standard,4,000or 5,000square-footsize,
but more elaboratehouseswere intended for the section
south of Chalkstoneand west of AcademyAvenues,with
lots of 20,000to 60,000squarefeet;only a few suchhouses
were built before the land was replattedinto smaller lots.
Somehousesrose in the neighborhoodalong major streets
before the late 1 880s, but residentialdevelopmentbecame
significant only after the improvementof the economyand
the advent of public transportation:streetcarstraversed
ChalkstoneAvenue by 1882 andwent out Smith Streetas
far as North Providenceby the 1890s. By 1900, the neigh
borhoodremainedessentiallya semi-ruralneighborhoodof
comfortable dwellings occupied by middle- and upper-
middle-incomeYankees.

Mount PleasantandElmhurstcontinuedto developas a
middle-classresidential area of primarily one- and two-
family housesduring the early twentieth century. In 1909,
thecity hadacquiredacontinuousstrip of land on eitherside
of a streammeanderingfrom AcademyAvenue to Prome
nade Street and createda residentialboulevard,Pleasant
Valley Parkway.The parkwaycreateda focus for develop
ment in the neighborhood,and during the following years,
comfortable,well-constructedhousingwent up along the
boulevardand its crossstreets.At the sametime as this
residential area developed, a neighborhoodcommercial

Fig. 54: ProvidenceCollege 1917 et seq.,[601] RiverAvenue.

strip grewup alongChalkstoneAvenuebetweenRiver and
Mount PleasantAvenues.

The ethniccompositionof the areabeganto changeafter
1900.Second-andthird-generationIrish beganto moveinto
the area,away frommorecrowdedconditionsin neighbor
hoodslike Smith Hill or South Providence.The Grosvenor
Estate- since 1870 the ElmhurstAcademyof the Sacred
Heart - and two new RomanCatholic churches,Blessed
Sacrament1897 and St. Pius1918, both accommodated
and attractedarearesidents.By the mid-twentiethcentury,
second-and third-generationItalians becamea significant
portionof theneighborhood’sethniccomposition.Thepres
enceof a large,middle-classRomanCatholiccommunityno
doubt informed the neighborhood’stwentieth-centuryin
stitutional growth.

While the quiet, spaciouscharacterof Mount Pleasant
made the neighborhoodattractive as a location for social
serviceandeducationalinstitutions,it wasthetimely availa
bility of thelargetractsof landin the form of thenineteenth-
centuryestatesthat determinedthe neighborhood’srole as
an institutionalcenterandlargelyshapedits physical char
acter. The institutional boom of early twentieth century
Providencewas easily accommodatedin the large, expen
sive, and outmodednineteenth-centurycountry housesor
on their grounds.

Severalhospitalslocatedhere.CharlesV. ChapinHospital
wasbuilt for communicable-diseasepatientsby the city in
1910 on a twenty-five-acreparcelfrom the GeorgeH. Corliss
estateon Eaton Street,eastof Huxley Avenue;the parcelis
now part of ProvidenceCollege. In 1926, the Providence
Lying-In Hospital now Women and Infants and the Ho
meopathicHospital of RhodeIsland now RogerWilliams
Hospital were erectedon either side of PleasantValley
Parkway.The Saint Vincent de PaulInfant Asylum 1900
roseon RegentAvenueon a portion of the ThomasDavis
estate.

Educationalinstitutions establishedthemselveson spa
cioussitesthatensuredadequateroomfor expansion.Provi
denceCollege, foundedby the Dominican Order in 1917,
located on a large tract adjacentto the Bradley Estate.La
SalleAcademy,establishedDowntown on LaSalleSquarein
1871, moved here in 1925 into a new building on a forty
three-acresiteat SmithStreetandAcademyAvenue.Rhode
Island College, establishedin 1854 as the State Normal
School, relocatedfrom Smith Hill to a site just west of the
Children’s Center"Walnut Grove" in 1958.
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Mount Pleasantand Elmhurst saw continued suburban
developmentin the yearsfollowing World War II as oneof
the few areasin Providencewith yet-undevelopedland.
Thesesmall andmiddling houseson landscapedlots in the
northwesternpart of the area follow the tradition of the
earlier twentieth-centurydevelopment.The area’stransfor
mationfrom rural to suburbanhasbeenrelatively rapid, but
thischangehasbeenneithercompletenor unmindfulof the
neighborhood’shistory.

THE NORTH END

Lying betweenAdmiral Streeton the southand the rail
road trackson the east, the North End spreadsacrosstwo
prominenthills andaninterveningvalley.Thisvalley, in the
north central part of the neighborhood,is known asWan
skuck, derivedfrom an Indian word meaning "lowlands,"
andthis namehasoften beenusedto encompassthewhole
neighborhood.Streets radiating from central Providence
passingthroughthe areainclude DouglasAvenue,Charles
Street,andSilver SpringStreet;Route146, a limited-access
highway,bisectstheNorth End.BranchAvenueis themajor
east-westthoroughfare,andat its intersectionwith Charles
Streetat HopkinsSquareis the neighborhood’smajor com
mercialnode.Wanskuckdevelopedas a mill village in the
nineteenthcentury, but most of the neighborhoodis the
productof late nineteenth-andtwentieth-centurysuburban
development.

During the seventeenthand eighteenthcenturies, the
North End remainedlargelyundeveloped.Theoldestbuild
ing here is the Esek Hopkins House 1756 on Admiral
Street,at the neighborhood’ssouthernend.The two-hun
dred-acreHopkins propertywas farmed in the eighteenth
century,and someof the restof the land in the North End

may have beenfarmed as well. The only highway in the
area, the WanskuckRoadca. 1706,followed BranchAve
nue.In 1765,this rural areawasset off from Providenceand
includedin the new Town of North Providence.

During the first half of the nineteenthcenturysettlement
remainedsparse;fewer than twenty-five buildings stoodin
all of the North End as lateas 1835.Theseincludeda small
cotton mill on WanskuckPondand scattereddwellings.

More intensive developmentbeganin select locations
after 1860.TheWestRiver, whichmeandersfrom northwest
to southeastthrough the centerof the area, and its several
ponds were exploited for the productionof textiles. These
industrialcentersstimulatedNorth Endresidentialand- to
a lesserextent- commercialdevelopmentduring the sec
ond half of the century.

The largestand most important of thesewas the Wan
skuck Company,establishedin 1862 when the Civil War
createdheavy demandfor woolens.The companylocated
on BranchAvenuejustbelowWanskuckPondandproduced
overa quarterof a million yardsof cloth its first year. The
companyfirst expandedin 1869 and becameone of the
country’s first worsted manufacturers.In addition to the
mill, the companyerected twenty-five residences,mostly

Fig. 57: Cowing and HeatonMill Ca. 1845, 1115 DouglasAvenue.

Fig. 55: EsekHopkinsHouse1756 et seq., 97 Admiral Street. Fig. 58: WanskuckCo. Mill Houses1864, 21-28 WinchesterStreet.

Fig. 56: SilverSpring Bleachingand DyeingCo. 1864 et seq.,387 Charles Street.
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double houses,south of Branch Avenue to house its 350
workers.The companyhadlittle choicebut to providehous
ing in this rural and generally inaccessiblearea. Further,
many stagesin woolenproductionrequiredskilled workers,
andthe companyneededto lure craftsmenfrom England.
Irish immigrants supplied much of the unskilled labor at
first, and they were joined later in the centuryby French
Canadians.As long as the companycontinuedto grow and
prosper,the village grew: laterstructuresincludeacompany
store, a workers’ hall, a Baptist church, the mill owner’s
housenow WanskuckPark,a mill superintendent’shouse,
overseers’houses,andadditional housingfor companyem
ployees along Woodward Road and adjacentside streets
built from the 1870sthrough the 1920s.

The secondmajor textile manufacturerto locate in the
North End was the Silver Spring Bleaching and Dyeing
Company,formed in 1864 on the site of Frieze & Dow’s
earlierbleachery.Frieze& Dow hadgaineda reputationfor
the extraordinarywhitenessof their bleachedgoods,dueto
theclearwaterproducedby a springon thepropertyandby
the WestRiver. The Silver Springtextile-finishingoperation
increasedin sizeandproductionthroughoutthe centuryand
employedover five hundredworkers by 1897. Like most

factoriesin Providence,the Silver SpringCompanydid not
provide housing for its workers, who bought or rented
housesbuilt by real estatespeculators.

By the 1870s,CharlesStreet,BranchAvenue,andDouglas
Avenue hadbegunto fill with small, plain, one- and two-
family dwellings.The neighborhood’sresidentsrepresented
a diversity of ethnicbackgrounds:one-fifth Americans,one-
half Irish, one-seventhEnglish, and a scatteringof Scots,
Germans,Canadians,andothers.The Town of North Provi
dence,still predominantlyrural, agrarian,and Republican,
felt threatenedby this new elementand, to gain control of
town government,cededthe North Endback to the City of
Providencein 1874.

Immigrants from Italy beganto arrive in the North End
during the 1880s,andby 1910 this groupnumberednearly
four thousand.The ReverendAnthony Bove, a prominent
figure in the Italian-American community, organized St.
Ann’s parish in 1895, and in 1910 the churchbuilding was
completedon Hopkins Square.

Residentialdevelopmentin theNorth Endwasstimulated
by the extensionof trolley lines into theneighborhoodalong
BranchAvenuein 1895 andDouglasAvenue,CharlesStreet,
and Silver SpringStreet in 1908. For the first time, vacant

i-ig. 59: i-iopkins square,view to tne norm atong CharlesStreet.

Fig. 60: Winamill Street,view to the southfromJasperStreet.
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landsalong thesethoroughfareswereaccessiblefor residen
tial developmentfor lower- and middle-incomeworkers
employedthroughoutthecity. Thismarkedthebeginningof
a periodof housingconstructionthat transformedtheneigh
borhood from an isolated industrial district into a densely
settledsuburb.

By the turn of the century, the neighborhoodconsisted
generally of small one- or two-family dwellings and
pocketsof triple-deckers.By 1917, mostof the vacantland
hadat leastbeenplattedinto the presentstreetpattern.The
increasedprivateownershipof automobilesafterWorld War
I encouragedfurther development in this once isolated
quarter,and the remaining lots filled first with bungalows
andlaterwith CapeCod, ranch,andsplit-level houses.Lots
on thesteephillsideseastof CharlesStreetwereamongthe
last to fill.

Commercialdevelopmentfollowed the area’sresidential
growth. By 1900,HopkinsSquarehadbecomethecivic and
commercialcenterof this neighborhood.Not only weremost
of the area’sshopslocatedin this square,but thelibrary and
Y.M.C.A.were nearbyas well.

During the mid-twentieth century, the neighborhood’s
major industriesclosed:Silver SpringBleacheryin 1939 and
the WanskuckCompanyin 1957. Two new, limited-access
highwayswerebuilt: Route 146 in the centerof the neigh
borhoodand InterstateHighway 95 on its easternedge-

both through what had beenrelatively undevelopedland.
Despitethesechanges,the North End remainsa stablesu
burbanneighborhood.

SILVER LAKE

SilverLakeis adenselybuilt, turn-of-the-centuryresiden
tial neighborhoodon the west side of the city. Farremoved
from the earlysettlementof Providence,this remainedpart
of a larger agricultural district into the nineteenthcentury.
Suburbandevelopmentbefore 1900 wasslow, but pressure

from nearbyOlneyville and the openingof streetcarlines
gave it impetusto grow in the earlyyearsof this century.

Settlementin the areatook placein the earlyyearsof the
eighteenthcentury. The road to Plainfield, Connecticut-
now Plainfield Street- was establishedby 1710,andsev
eral families establishedfarmshere soonafter.The earliest
of thesewasthe King Farm,whosehouseca. 1720stoodat
the foot of NeutaconkanutHill on Plainfield Street until
1955. Only the AlversonHouse569 Plainfield Streetand
the Plain Farm House108 WebsterAvenueremainof the
early farmhouses,and both of thesedate toward the end
of the eighteenthcentury or beginning of the nineteenth
century.

Thesefarmssuppliedthecompactpartof Providence,but
the areawassufficiently removedto allow separatistsenti
mentsamongits residents.Theirinability to participatefully
in town affairsled to theseparationof the areaaspartof the
Town of Johnstonin 1759.This actionensuredthe agrarian
characterof the areafor the next centuryandset the course
for the area’sphysical development.

fig. 61: Plain i-armhouseca. 1820, 108 WebsterAvenue.

Fig. 62: Olneyville in me mid-1880s,view to the east.
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The village of Olneyville, at the northeastcornerof Silver
Lake, grewcontinuouslyfrom its establishmentin the mid-
eighteenthcentury.As industriesgrew along the river, the
hills to the west of the village - the northeastcorner of
Silver Lake - were graduallydevelopedaspart of Olney
ville’s residentialquarter.A numberof small, mid-century
cottagesremainhere,such as the houseat 8 Gifford Street.
In the latter half of the nineteenthcentury,streetssuch as
LabanandWhittier weregraduallyextendedanddeveloped
westwardto Laurel Hill Avenue.The developmentof this
areawas thusa naturalextensionof growth at Olneyville.

The developmentof thegreaterpartof the neighborhood
to the west of Olneyville was first attemptedin the mid-
nineteenthcentury,but theseearly subdivisionsof earlier
farmsmet with very limited success,largely becauseof the
area’sremoteness.By 1853, the Plain Farm- boundedby
Plainfield, Terrace,Hillwood, and Whitehall Streets- had
beenplattedinto thecurrentstreetgrid, but thestreetsthem
selveshadnot beenbuilt. PocassetAvenuewas one of the

earliestof theseto open,about1855.Directly to thewest,the
farm boundedby Plainfield,Farmington,Pocasset,andLau
rel Hill wasplattedfor developmentin 1859.At thecenterof
thiswasSilver Lake,a handsomepondintendedasthe focal
point of a gardensuburbwith concentricroadscircling the
basin;as planned, this was one of the more sophisticated
suburbanplansdesignedto date, but the schemewasnever
realizedandthe pond wasfilled - only the nameremains.

Significantdevelopmentbeganto occur in Silver Lake in
the last two decadesof the nineteenthcentury,concurrent
with improved transportation.The Plainfield Streettrolley

line was in operationby 1882. By the turn of the century,
additional linesprovided servicealong Union and Hartford
Avenues,makingall portionsof theareamoreor lessequal
ly accessibleto masstransit.

By 1900,thecourseof Silver Lake’sdevelopmentwasset.
Thesteadily increasingpopulationof thenineteenthcentury
had transformedthe neighborhoodfrom a rural hinterland
to an urbanareatied moreclosely to urbanProvidencethan
to ruralJohnston.A re-annexationmovementhadexistedin
the areaasearlyas the 1870s,but it wasnot until 1898 that
the Annex, asit cameto be calledat this time, againbecame
part of Providence.In 1919, Providencere-annexedabout
forty-five moreacresfromJohnston,includingthe parklands
on NeutaconkanutHill.

Building continuedat a rapidpacein theearlyyearsof this
century.The areascloser to Olneyville and along Hartford
Avenueincluded more multiple-family housing,while that
to the south - near Cranston - included more single-
family housing.Thepopulation,expandedby largenumbers
of Italian immigrants,continuedto grow, making SilverLake
amongthe mostheavily Italian neighborhoodsin the city.

After theintensebuilding of the first threedecadesof this
century,the neighborhoodwaslargely filled. The only later
additions to the neighborhoodare severalscatteredranch
housesandthetractdevelopmentbuilt on thenorthslopeof
NeutaconkanutHill after World War II.

Institutional growth has kept pacewith residential. Fire
stationswerebuilt on Plainfield Avenueat RyeStreetin the
I880s and on Laurel Hill Avenue in 1902; bothhavebeen
supplantedby stationsjust beyondthebordersof the neigh
borhood.Early twentieth-centuryschoolsstandon Webster
Avenueat ClarenceStreetandat 77 RalphStreet.Two large
religious complexes- both Roman Catholic - play an
importantrole in the life of the predominantlyItalian com
munity: St. Anthony’s 549 Plainfield StreetandSt. Barth
olomew’s297 Laurel Avenue.

The streetpatternand building of Silver Lake recall the
history of the area. Large eighteenth-centuryfarms were
divided in the nineteenthcenturyby land companiesinto a
relatively uniform street system. Early scatteredsuburban
developmentin the years around and following the Civil
War wassupplantedtowardthe end of the centuryby more
intenseland useasurbanpressureexpandedanda growing
immigrantpopulationsettledhere,taking advantageof the
streetcarlines. The community today remainstightly knit,
andcivic awarenessis on the risehere,encouragedby a civic
associationformed in 1969 betterto maintainthe quality of
the neighborhood.

SMITH HILL
Located on a prominent hill just north of Downtown,

SmithHill is adenselybuilt, working-classresidentialneigh
borhoodborderedon the southandeastby theWoonasqua
tucket and Moshassuck Rivers, west by Elmhurst/
Mount Pleasant,andnorthby theWestRiver IndustrialPark
andtheNorth End.Sparselysettledbefore1850, it achieved
its presentform between1875and1925whensmall cottages
and larger multiple-family dwellingspackedthe neighbor
hood’sprimarythoroughfaresandthe short,irregularcross-
streets in between.Today, the portion east of Interstate
Highway 95 has been clearedof most nineteenth-century
buildingsandis thesiteof theRhodeIslandStateHouseand

Fig. 63: William Randall House Ca. 1855, 33 Pocasset
Avenue.

1-ig. 64: WebsterAvenue,east siae, view to tne nortneasr at uora
Street.
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othergovernmentbuildings, while thewesternportionstill
reflectsthe neighborhood’searlierhistory.

The high ground north of the Cove was first used as
commonland for farming and grazing.Its easternedgewas
ownedby JohnSmith who erecteda grist mill on the Mo
shassuckRiver in 1638.TheSmith family eventuallyowned
a largepartof easternSmithHill; they plattedhouselots in
1754,andColonelHenrySmithbuilt agrandmansionat the
crestof the hill overlookingtheCovein 1800 razedin 1926
for the constructionof the State Office Building on Smith
Street.Only a handfulof farmhousesand country retreats
were built in the area before the mid-nineteenthcentury,
andof theseonly Esek Hopkins’ housesurvives1756;97
Admiral Street.

In the late eighteenthandearlynineteenthcenturies,to
day’s State House lawn was a vacanthillside facing the
Cove. Known as JeffersonPlain, it was the site of military
reviews, picnics, and other outings. In addition, an early
"work house"built neartheCovewasreplacedin 1845by the
StatePrison,which remainedin useuntil the presentAdult
CorrectionalInstitution in Cranstonopenedin 1878.

Severalplatsof houselotswere developedon SmithHill
north and westof the Cove between1830 and 1850 which
resultedin a scatteringof housesnow mostly removed.
Many of thesewere comfortable single-family dwellings

built for merchantsor industrial managers.More intensive
developmentfollowed due to the proliferation of factories
along the Woonasquatucketand Moshassuckrivers after
1860 and the dramaticincreasein Providence’spopulation
which resultedfrom mid-centuryimmigration.

Successivewavesof immigrantshelpedto populateSmith
Hill. AlthoughIrish immigrantssettledin all partsof thecity,
Smith Hill becamethetraditional centerof theIrish commu
nity with the establishmentof SaintPatrick’sRomanCatho
lic Churchon SmithStreetin 1842.During theremainderof
the century the complexgrew to include a rectory1860,
school 1871, convent 1872, and new church edifice
1916.

Immigration from England,Scotland, and Canadawas
significant on Smith Hill as well. Late in the nineteenth
century newcomersincluded substantialnumbersof Ital
ians, Russians,and Armenians.

Each successive wave of immigrants lived in small,
crowded dwellings - some mereshanties,otherssingle-
family housesconvertedinto tenements- at thefoot of the
hill along the Cove and aroundthe Randall Squarearea.

The demandfor housingby immigrantandnativework
ers in factorieslocatednearSmithHill resultedin aconstruc
tion boombetween1875 and 1910;by 1883 the neighbor
hood wasthefastestgrowing areain the city. Many houses

Fig. 65: StatePrison, mid

Fig. 66: StateHouse1895-1901,90 SmithStreet.
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were constructedby real estate developers,but owner-
occupiedmultiple-family dwellings were equally common.
The neighborhood’smost striking visual characteristicre
mainsthe seeminglyendlessrepetitionof threebasicbuild
ing forms constructedduring the late nineteenth-century:
cottages,two-family houses,and three-deckers.

In 1891 the StateHouseCommissionselecteda sixteen-
acreparcelat the crestof SmithHill commandinga magnifi

centview of Downtown as the siteof the new capitol, com
pletedin 1904.Soonafter constructionbeganon the capitol,
the old prison was demolished,andthe Rhode IslandNor
mal School was constructed1898. The complex of state
buildings has continued to grow with the addition of the
StateOffice Building 1928 andtheCannonHealthBuilding
1971. A masterplan calls for other new buildings in the
future.
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By 1920 most of the land on Smith Hill was fified, the
neighborhoodwas denselypopulated,andfactoriesestab
lished at the neighborhood’sedgesprovided employment
for many arearesidents.Despitethis seemingstability, the
neighborhoodhas lost population continuouslysince the
third decadeof the twentiethcenturyas the inner-cityarea
becamelessappealingthansuburbanlocationsandas useof
privateautomobilesfreedcommutersfrom relianceon pub
lic transportation.During the 1930s whenmany factories
were closed,Smith Hill’s populationof predominantlyin
dustrialworkersexperiencedthe city’s secondhighestrateof
families on relief. By 1940 almost twenty percentof the
dwellingson SmithHill werevacantcomparedto threeper
centfor thecity at large.Evenduring thewartimeprosperity
of the 1940s, SmithHill lost populationas families earned
the meansto move to newer housesin less congestedparts
of Providenceor in the suburbs.Since 1950 a numberof
factories in the areahaveclosedor movedto suburbansites
as well.

Governmentsponsoredprojectshavesignificantly altered
areas of Smith Hill during the last forty years. The first
public housingproject in ProvidencewasChadBrown, be
gun in 1941 on Admiral Street.Anothergovernmentproject,
constructionof InterstateHighway 95 in the early 1960s,
necessitateddemolitionof someof SmithHill’s finest archi
tecture andseparatedthe easternand westernparts of the
neighborhood.

Despite its problems,Smith Hill retainsa large stock of
well-built houses.Few neighborhoodsin the city recall so
well as Smith Hill the large numberof immigrants here
betweenthe Civil War andWorld War I andtheconcomitant
building boom to houserecently arrived workers.The last
decadehaswitnessedarenewalof interestandactivity in the
neighborhoodamong residents,community, and religious
organizations.

SOUTH PROVIDENCE

SouthProvidenceis anurban,inner-city, late nineteenth-
and early twentieth-centuryresidentialneighborhoodlo
catedon thewest side of theProvidenceRiver on thegently
slopingplanesouthof Downtown Providence.BroadStreet,
originally anIndian path,formsthewesternborderof South
Providence,andseveralmajor east-weststreetstraversethe

neighborhood;the overall streetpatternis an irregulargrid,
the product of pluralistic platting. Once denselybuilt, the
areahas decayedin the twentieth century,andempty lots
arenow interspersedthroughmuchof the neighborhood;in
someareas,whole blocks havebeendemolished.Housing
typesrangefrom mansionto tenement,butmostare modest
one- or two-family dwellings andtriple deckers.

Only a few buildings are known to havebeen built in
South Providencebefore about 1840. The areawas a rural
hinterlandusedfor farming. TheDavid SpragueHouseca.
1840, 263 Public Street,is the only survivor from this era.
Developmentof the neighborhoodwas effectively blocked
by threemajorlandholdingsalongits northernedge.During
the eighteenthcentury, the area now occupiedby Rhode
Island Hospital was set aside as the Hospital Lands,and
smallpox 1776 and yellow fever 1797 hospitals were
erected.The ProvidenceAqueductCompany,formedabout
thetime of theRevolution,suppliedfreshwaterto thegrow
ing settlementDowntown from its springon a tractnearthe
intersectionof ConduitandStewartStreets.TheWestBurial
Ground,establishedin 1785,occupiedseventeenacresfrom
Plain to FriendshipStreetby 1842.

In the 1 830s, more intensivesettlementbeganin South
Providence,first along the harbor.Textile and metalsfacto
ries located on Eddy Street where inexpensiveland was
availablenearthe transportationfacilities of the harborand
railroad, then terminating at the harbor on Crary Street.
Slaughterhousesoccupied a tract along Willard Avenue.
Unskilled Irish immigrantswereemployedby theseindus
tries,andlaborers’housing,stores,saloons,andSt.Bernard’s
Roman Catholic Mission the forerunnerof St. Michael’s
Churchwerebuilt nearPrairieandComstockAvenues,an
areawhich cameto be known as Dogtown. To the north,
subdivision and saleof the AqueductCompanylands and
closing of the West Burial Ground in the 1 840spermitted
westwardexpansionfrom DowntownalongPineandFriend
ship Streets,andthisareafilled with single-familydwellings.

South Providenceexperiencedrapid developmentbe
tweenthe endof the Civil War and the turn of thecentury.
Industry continuedto locateon vacantlandsfronting on the
harboralongEddy Street,andsmall, light industrywasscat
tered throughout the neighborhood. South Providence’s
populationincreasedrapidly as a resultof the foreign immi
grationexperiencedthroughoutProvidence.In upperSouth

Fig. 70: Davia Sprague House ca. 1840, 263 Public
Street.

e Street, southside,view to the east at LockwoodStre.
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Providence,the numberof nativeresidentswasequaledby
thenumberof immigrantsduring mostof this period,andby
1910 immigrants and their children accountedfor six of
every ten residents.Most newcomerswere from Ireland,
followed by those from Russia,Sweden,Canada,Austria,
and England.Dogtown remainedthe centerof Irish settle
mentin SouthProvidenceuntil theendof thecentury,when
the earlierarrivalsmovedto newerandbetterhousing,and
RussianJewish immigrantsreplacedthem.

Thestreetcarplayedanimportantrole in thesettlementof
South Providence.The first line, along Eddy, Public, and
OceanStreetsand ThurbersAvenue, was in operationby
1875, and by 1880 others extendedout Broad Streetand
Prairie Avenue as well. In the following decades,rental

propertieswere built in greatquantityon small lots in the
areasservedby streetcars.Many of theseweretwo- or three-
family framehousessetgableendto thestreet;suchconcen
trations of buildings gaveSouthProvidencemuch of its at
mosphere.Although groups of two or threesimilar two-
family houses built by a single landlord were common,
largerscaledevelopmentof rentalhousingwasunusualun
til the turn of the century, when speculatorserectedrow
after row of triple-deckers.The adventof electricstreetcars
expandedcommuter service to southern Broad Street in
1892, andwhole blocks of triple-deckerssoonrose in this
section.

South Providence also attracted middle- and upper-
incomeresidentsduring this period. Pine Streetcontinued

SouthProvidenceabout 1910, view westfrom the Narragansetttiectrical Works.

Wesleyan Avenue, north side, view to the
northeast.

Fig. 74: .5t. Michael’s Lnurcn 1891-1915,251
Oxford Street.
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to attractmiddle-incomefamilies throughoutthe century.
Broad Streetbecamea fashionableresidentialthoroughfare
beginning in the 1860s; like Elmwood Avenue,Waterman
Street,Broadway,and main accessroutesinto cities across
the country, Broad Streetwas the setting for large, stylish
housesset on ample lots. The Willard Avenue slaughter
housesrelocatedto Pawtucketin 1868,andtheareaimmedi
ately northdevelopedassmall enclaveof substantialdwell
ings.

The growth of South Providencedemandedthe expan
sion of public and private institutions,and most havehad
important effects on the neighborhood. Neighborhood
churchesinclude Christ Episcopal, St. Michael’s Roman
Catholic, andCalvary Baptist Church.TempleBeth-El was
located on Pine Street before building on Broad Street in
1911. Rhode Island Hospital, located on the eighteenth-
centuryhospitalgrounds,hascontinuouslyexpandedsince
its founding in 1863.

By the early twentiethcentury,mostof the land in South
Providencehad beenbuilt upon. Introduction of automo
bilesmadethedenselydevelopedneighborhoodseemeven
morecrowdedandbarrenasthepreviouslytree-linedstreets
werewidenedandsmall yardswerepavedover forparking.
The neighborhood’spopulationbeganto decline asmany
long-timeresidentsabandonedSouthProvidencefor subur
ban areas,and buildings were allowedto deteriorate.The
neighborhoodbecamedominatedby the city’s leastaffluent
citizens,particularly blacksand Hispanics.

Mid-twentieth-centurydevelopmentin SouthProvidence
attemptedto correct the neighborhood’sills by drastic re
structuringof theseveralareas.TheRogerWilliams Housing
Project 1943 on Thurbers Avenue provided subsidized
housing in an open, landscapedsetting. Constructionof
InterstateHighway 95 along the easternpart of the neigh
borhood necessitatedfurther demolition and exacerbated
urban decay.The ComstockRedevelopmentProjectof the
mid-1970sclearedanumberof blocksof landsouthof Pine
Street,andsomeof theselots were filled with suburban-type
ranch houses. More recently, Stop Wasting Abandoned
PropertySWAP hasbecomea highly visible and positive
force in the neighborhood;its successin transferringfor
merly abandonedhousesto new owner-occupantsrepre
sents a shift away from dramatic rebuilding schemesto
working within the contextof the existingneighborhood.

Despite urban renewal efforts, South Providencetoday
retains significant portions of its architecturalheritage.It
remainsa relativelypoor,ethnicallymixed area.Continuing
attemptsto solve its problems,however,keepSouthProvi
dencea dynamic,emergingarea.

WASHINGTON PARK

WashingtonPark is a primarily residentialneighborhood
at the southernend of the city. It is, by and large, isolated
from othercity neighborhoods,set off by the waterfronton
the east,Cranstonon the south,and InterstateHighway 95
on the westand north.The majorthoroughfaresrun north
west-southeastandincludeElmwoodAvenue,Broad Street,
andEddyStreet- largelycommercialstripsthat intersectat
the centerof theneighborhoodin a commercialnode- and
NarragansettBoulevard,the residentialextensionof Allens
Avenue. The cross streetsare almost entirely residential.

Fig. 75: Washington Park Trotting Association, 1854 Broadside.

Roger Williams Park, the city’s largest,dominatesthewest
ern half of the neighborhood.

Early activity waslimited. Although he neverlived here,
RogerWffliams owned a large tract of land in the western
part of what is now WashingtonPark, and hisheirs farmed
this land for generations.The areawas unsettledwhen it
was set off as part of Cranstonin 1754, but in 1773, Na
thaniel Williams - Roger Williams’s great-grandson-
built a small gambrel-roofcottagefor his sonJameson fam
ily land just eastof present-dayElmwood Avenue. It was
given to the city as part of Ioger Williams Park in 1871.

TheWilliams family acquireda neighborafter the War of
1812 when EdwardBabcockboughta largefarm extending
eastfrom BroadStreet to the waterfrontarea.Both Edward
andhis sonWilliam werekeenhorseradngenthusiastsand
soon laid out a triangularracetrackon the farm. Sometime
before 1851 the trackwasmadeoval andfenced,andin the
1860sracing enthusiastAmasaSpragueformed a partner
ship to operatea professionalracetrackon a leasedportion
of the BabcockFarm.The venture,known as the Washing
ton Park Trotting Association,was an immediate success,
and the GrandNational Circuit Raceswere held here for
severalyears. The principals argued over gambling at the
track, andSpraguewithdrew to constructa larger facility in
Cranston, NarragansettPark, which soon eclipsed the
WashingtonPark track.

WhenWashingtonPark,with themoredenselypopulated
neighborhoodsto its north, was reannexedto the city in
1868,the areawasstill largelyundeveloped.Indeed,in 1871
when Betsy Williams, Nathaniel’s granddaughter,offered
the city the Williams farm for useas a park, the city only
reluctantlyacceptedthis gift of land three miles from the
city’s centerbecauseof its remoteness.The city’s lack of
recreationalfacilities, however, made the offer attractive,
and in 1873 the city reannexedthe portion of the farm re
mainingin Cranston.

The early 1870swasa boomtime in Providenceand the
nation, andrealestatespeculationdrovethe priceof subur
ban land to record levels. Their racetrackabandoned,the
Babcocksfortuitouslysold mostof their largefarm at ahand
some profit to speculators.Thesedevelopersplatted the
neighborhoodinto its presentstreetpattern,but thePanicof
1873 and the subsequentdepressioncauseda drop in real
estatepricesandforestalledattemptsat filling theseremote
lots with houses.About two dozenhousesstoodscattered
through the neighborhoodin 1875, and few others were
built before 1890.

NOTICE.
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Significant developmentin WashingtonPark occurred
only after public transportationmade the neighborhood
moreaccessible.A horsecarline alongEddy Street,Thurbers
Avenue,andBroadStreethadreachedtheneighborhoodby
1875,andthe BroadStreetline wasextendedto Pawtuxetin
1879.By 1895,the line hadbeenextendedalongNew York
AvenueandNarragansettBoulevard.By the turn of the cen
tury, lines extendedalong the lengthsof BroadStreet and
Elmwood Avenueas well.

In 1891, development in Washington Park began in
earnest,whenthe HomeInvestmentCompany,led by Colo
nel IsaacGoff, bought the still undevelopedparcelsof the
BabcockFarm and beganto sell vacant lots as well as lots
with completedhouses.The companyintroduceda market
ing innovationby selling its real estatehereon the install
ment plan.The propertysold well, perhapstoo well, for the
companyran into financial difficulty in 1897 when some
homeownersfell behindin their payments.

Once underway, however,developmentin Washington
Park continueduninterruptedthrough the first threedec
adesof the twentieth century. Much of this development
wasof medium-sizesingle-family houses.By 1918,mostof
WashingtonParksouthof New York Avenuewas built up.
The tract north of New York Avenue continuedto fill well
into the 1920s,and a small areaeastof NarragansettBoule
vard on Carolina and GeorgiaAvenueswas half filled by
1926.Otherpartsof theneighborhoodwerenot completely
developeduntil the mid-1930s,particularlythe areawestof
Broad Streetnearthe park.

Pressurefor morehousingcontinuedwell into thetwenti
ethcenturyin WashingtonPark.Thelocation of war-related
industriesduring both world wars at nearbyField’s Point
createdademandfor housingin the area.At this time,many
single-family dwellings were divided into two- or three-

family buildings to satisfy this marketfor rental units. The
demandfor housing lingered into the 1950s, and some
seventy-twonew houseswere built after 1940.

Theintersectionof Broad andEddyStreetsat Washington
Squarehasbeenanimportantneighborhoodnodesincethe
1890s.Small shopsbeganto locateherein themid-1890sto
serve the newly developingneighborhood.At the headof
the squareis the BroadStreetSchool1897, built in antici
pation of the neighborhood’sgrowth.

WashingtonPark today is a coherent,fully developed
residentialneighborhoodof tree-linedstreets.Architectural
ly, it is remarkably homogenousbecauseof its relatively
rapiddevelopmentbetween1890 and 1930.Mostwerebuilt
as single- or two-family dwellingstypical of a middle-class
suburb;and triple-deckers,socommonelsewherein Provi
dence,are relatively scarce.Thisis, becauseof its natureand
its far-flung location in the city, probablythe most typically
suburbanof Providence’sstreetcarsuburbs.

THE WATERFRONT

The narrowstrip of land betweenthe ProvidenceHarbor
andInterstateHighway95 from PointStreetsouthto Wash
ington Park and the Cranstoncity line containsthe city’s
port facilities and adjacentindustrial buildings. This is al
mostall filled land,developedsincethelatenineteenthcen
tury. Allens Avenue forms the major north-southspine of
the Waterfront, paralleling the harborline,and a small rail
spur follows Allens Avenue, providing rail accessto the
harbor itself. In the twentieth century the large areaat the
southernend, PomegansettPeninsula,was created from
severalsmallerpeninsulasfor municipal and transportation
purposes.

The NarragansettIndianshada coastalvillage in this area

Fig. 77: Washingtonat Virginia Avenue,view to the northeast. Fig. 79: Broad at EddyStreet, view to the north.
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.g. 80: ProvidenceWaterfront,1882; bird’s-eyeview to the north.

at the time Roger Williams came to Providencein 1636.
Europeansettlementoccurredonly toward the end of the
seventeenthcentury,and ThomasField’s farm, established
at this time, remainedisolatedwell into the eighteenthcen
tury.

Developmentof the PomegansettPeninsulahappened
gradually. Both SassafrasPointandField’s Point wereforti
fied in 1775 to defendProvidencefrom a British attack;these
fortifications remaineduntestedin the Revolution and the
War of 1812 and stoodinto the twentiethcentury. In 1824,
isolatedField’s Point becamethe siteof Providence’ssmall
pox hospital, which remained here until the opening of
ChapinHospital in 1912. The area’smost prevalentuse,
however,was for recreationand it becamethe site of day
excursions,shoredinners,anda small summercolony;such
activities continuedhereuntil World War I.

Becauseof its relative remoteness,the Waterfront saw
little developmentfor most of the nineteenthcentury.Ship
ping remained centeredfarther upriver, 6loser to Down
town, or at Fox Point, and industry was accommodated
along the Woonasquatucketand MoshassuckRivers. The
first rail lines through Providencein 1837 traversedthe
northerntip of the Waterfront:theProvidence& Stonington
Railroadfollowed Eddy Streetnorth to Crary Street,where
the line endedon a wharf, whencepassengerswere trans
ferred by ferry acrossthe ProvidenceRiver to Fox Point.
Upon the completionof Union StationDowntown in 1848,
the main rail linesmovednorth to follow the courseof the
Woonasquatucketand MoshassuckRivers.

Plansfor the developmentof the area were first formu
lated in 1872 when the city set forth an ambitiousmaster

plan for the harbor redevelopment,including a newharbor
line running southto Cranston.The Panicof 1873 and the
subsequentrecessionpostponedthis project. By the early
1 880s, the Harbor JunctionLine - a continuationof the
earlyrailroad along Eddy Street- hadbeenextendedeast
north of SassafrasPoint and southof ThurbersAvenue to
theHarborJunctionWharf; built to the 1872 harbor line, the
long wharf madethe connectionbetweenrail and shipping
lines. About thesametime, Allens Avenuewasplattedalong
the marshyshoreline,althoughit remainedunbuilt until the
mid-i 890s.

The remotenessandespeciallythe low elevationof the
PomegansettPeninsulano doubt informed the city’s deci
sion to locateits first sewage-treatmentplant there.Thecity
purchasedSassafrasPoint in 1887, beganconstructionof
interceptingsewersin 1889,andopenedthesystemin 1897.
Thepumpingstation,precipitationtanks,andsludgepresses
were in operationby 1900.

The first developmentalong the newly openedAllens
Avenuewastheconstructionof a ProvidenceGasCompany
plant at Public Streetin the early1 890s,later replacedby the
moreextensiveplant still locatedon thenorth sideof Pome
gansettPeninsulaeastof SassafrasPoint,begunin 1900.

Intensivedevelopmentof theWaterfrontcamein the first
threedecadesof the twentiethcentury. Severalbusinesses
located in the area between1900 and 1910. More signifi
cantly, the city beganconstructionof the harbor improve-

Fig. 83: Fox Point Hurricane Barrier 1966, Providence
River.
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mentsoutlinedin the 1 870s,enlargingtheship channelto a
width of six hundredfeetandadepth of thirty feet. Much of
the regularizationof the shorelineof the PomegansettPen
insula took place during theseyears. The land createdby
filling SassafrasCove was leasedto an oil companyand
filled with oil storagetanks. In 1913, the Terminal Ware
houseCompanyerectedits largewarehouseson Allens Ave
nue oppositeOxford Street; thesetwo imposing, five-story,
brick structureswere originally intendedas endpiecesof a
far larger structure,never built. Slightly north, just below
Public Street,the stateerectedthe StatePierNumberOnein
1914.Theseimprovementsto shippingandwarehousefacil
ities in the earlyyearsof the century were part of a major
civic andprivateeffort to advanceProvidenceasa port capa
ble of handling internationaltraffic.

Military developmentduring the First andSecondWorld
Wars wasresponsiblefor someof thechangesin topography
anduse of the PomegansettPeninsula.In 1917, the Army
commandeeredthe land occupiedby the summercolony,
removedthe cottagesandshoredinnerhail, andleveledthe
site,includingtheRevolutionaryWar fort. TheUnitedStates
Maritime CommissionselectedField’sPoint as the sitefor a
shipbuilding facility early in 1942, and the RheemShip
building Companybuilt sixty-four ships - including Lib
erty Ships and combat-cargoships - before hostilities
ceased. These war-support industrial facilities had been
abandonedby the late 1940s.

Since World War II, the waterfront has continued as a
shippingcenterandindustrialarea.TheWorld War II instal
lations have been convertedfor commercial use. Several

businesseshavelocatedhere,including a lumber yard and
oneof Providence’sfew drive-in theatres.The sewagetreat
mentplant hasbeenexpandedandmodernized.Port facili
tieshavebeenimprovedwith theinstallationof newloading
machinery.

While the waterfront hasyet to realize the extensivede
velopment first envisionedin the 1870s and first imple
mentedaround1900, the areais still a developingarea,the
focusof economicdevelopmentin the 1 980s.

THE WEST END

The West End is a large, primarily residentialneighbor
hood developedprincipally betweenthe Civil War and the
Great Depression.Housing in the neighborhoodincludes
large, late nineteenth-centuryformer single-family dwell
ings now convertedfor apartmentuse,particularly along
majorthoroughfares,aswell astwo- andthree-familyhouses
on the side streets.Industry hasplayedan importantrole in
the area’sdevelopmentsincethe middle yearsof the nine
teenth century, and one of the city’s two new industrial
districts, HuntingtonIndustrial Park,is locatedhere.

The West End remained an undeveloped hinterland
throughout the seventeenthand much of the eighteenth
century. Several roads running south and west from the
settledpart of Providencefirst crossedthe area soonafter
1700:WestminsterStreet1714,CranstonStreet1717, and
GreenwichStreet,now Elmwood Avenue 1731. In 1739,
ObadiahBrown establisheda tavernin Hoyle Squareat the
intersectionof CranstonandWestminsterStreets.By 1783,a

Fig. 84: ProvidenceWaterfront, 1933; bird’s-eyeview to the south.
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hamletcomprisingeight housesnearthetavernrepresented
the area’smost intensivedevelopment.

The populationremainedsparseuntil the middle of the
nineteenthcentury;developmentwaslimited to farmsand
country retreats.JosephWilliams built a farmhouseon the
southside of PottersAvenuejustwest of ElmwoodAvenue
about 1783; now heavily altered, the house stands at 43
Calder Street.Williams’s neighbor to the north, Ebenezer
Knight Dexter, likewise maintained a farm that supplied
produce for Providencemarkets.Prominentcitizens who
built country retreatshereincludedJohnMawney,Captain
SamuelSnow,Brown University presidentAsa Messer,An-
son and Arthur Potter, and ChristopherEllery, whoseal
tereddwelling still standsat 165-169PeaceStreet.

Industry first cameto the WestEnd in the earlyyearsof
the nineteenthcentury. In 1822,Earl Carpenterbuilt an ice
houseon Benedict Pond, and by 1849 he had also estab
lished a similar operationon the north side of Mashapaug
Pond;thesefacilitiescontinuedin operationinto thetwenti
ethcentury.The first factoriescameto the areaaroundmid-
century:theNew EnglandButt Companyestablisheda small
factory on Pearl at Perkins Street in 1849 and expanded
productionherein the 1880s;in the 1860s,Winsor & Brown
built a gunmanufactoryat 63 CentralStreet,andthis frame
building l5ecamepartof theJonesWarehousecomplexin the
1890s.In the 1860s,the lowlandsnearLong Pondbecamea
centerfor the WestEnd’s industrialactivity. The Elmwood
Cotton Mills beganoperationon Daboll Streetin 1866.The
north end of the pond was heavily industrializedbetween
1860 and 1875 with the erectionof a ProvidenceGasCom
pany gasometerat 42 Westfield Street and an A. & W.
Spragueironworks factory betweenCromwell andSprague
Streets.CharlesH. Perkinsbuilt severalindustrialbuildings
in the vicinity in the 1880sand 1890s.Thoughthe pondhas
beenfilled, this areaalong Dexter and Bucklin Streetsre
mainsacommercial/industrialarea, including operationsof

the gascompany,jewelrymanufacturers,andthe American
StandardWatch CaseCo. The largestplant in theWestEnd
is theGorhamManufacturingCo. facility completedin 1890
at 333 Adelaide Avenue,on the east side of Mashapaug
Pond. The Huntington Industrial Park brought new light
industryto thewest sideof thepondin the 1960sand 1970s.

Urbanizationof the WestEnd spreadwestwardfrom the
early settlementat Hoyle Square,along WestminsterStreet
and - to a lesserdegree- along CranstonStreet. By the
mid-1820sseveralhousesstoodon WestminsterStreetbe
tweenDowntown and Olneyville, including thoseat 1208
and1228.EbenezerKnight Dextergavethis incipient neigh
borhooda civic focusin 1824 whenhe left his farm to the
city for useasa military training field. By mid-century,urban
developmenthadbegunto fill the neighborhoodwith houses
almost to Dexter Parade.Much of this housing has been
replaced,but the small Greek Revival house at 14 Dexter
Streetis a typical structure.

Streetcar service encouragedresidential development
here on a muchlargerscale.The first streetcarline in Provi
dence,openedin 1865, ran along WestminsterStreetbe
tweenDowntownandOlneyville; additional lineson Crans

Fig. 85: Hoyle Tavernca. 1720, Westminsterat Cranston Street.

Fig. 86: New EnglandButt Co.ca. 1848 et seq.,304 Pearl Street.

38



ton StreetandElmwood Avenue camelater the sameyear.
This post-Civil War residentialdevelopmentfollows two
divergent ethnic and economicpaths. The area north of
CranstonStreetcenteringaroundthe Dexter Paradedevel
oped as a middle-classneighborhood,populatedprimarily
by Yankees.The areasouthof CranstonStreethousedsuc
cessivewavesof lower- andmiddle-classimmigrantgroups.

Thehousesbuilt aroundtheDexterParadewereprimarily
one- and two-family dwellings. Thoseon the Paradewere
the largest and most stylish, set on ample lots. The two
QueenAnne housesat 77 and81 ParadeStreet epitomize
this development.The side streetswestof ParadeStreetare
typically two-family, mansard-roofdwellings, like that at 45
Chapin Avenue. To serve this population, the Cranston
StreetBaptist Churchwas establishedin 1869.

The southernportion of the West End has alwaysbeen
ethnicallydiverse.While the areajust westof Trinity Square
hada sizeableupper-middle-classYankeepopulation - a
link betweensimilar areasaroundthe Dexter Paradeand
northernElmwood- the areabecamea heavilyIrish neigh
borhoodafter about 1850,particularly the partjust north of
MashapaugPond. By 1870,theareasouthof Waldo Streetto
beyondHuntingtonAvenueon the westsideof Mashapaug

Pond betweenCranstonand Madison Streetswas a pre
dominantlyIrish neighborhood,with a numberof residents
laborersat the Elmwood Cotton Mills. The WestEnd Irish
had no church of their own until 1871, when the large,
clapboard Church of the Assumption openedon Potters
Avenue;its presencereinforcedandencouragedthegrowth
of the Irish settlement.In 1878, FrenchCanadiansformed
their own parish and built the presentedifice, St. Charles
Borromeo, on Dexter Street in 1915. Blacks had begunto
settle in the southernpart of the West End by the 1 860s,
establishingthe Mount Zion Methodist Church on Wads
worth Streetin 1861.

Themilitary useof theDexterTrainingGroundcontinued
in 1907with the constructionof theCranstonStreetArmory
on the field’s southernend.

By the turn of the century,most of the West End was
denselybuilt, although Providence’scontinuedpopulation
growth in theseyears encouragedfilling every lot - and
occasionallythebacksof occupiedhouselots - with multi
ple-family dwellings, particularly triple deckers.The West
End remaineda relatively stableneighborhoodduring the
first threedecadesof thetwentiethcentury,but thecitywide
declineof inner-cityneighborhoodsincludedthe WestEnd:
housesweredivided into more andsmallerunits,andlong
time residentsabandonedthe areafor the suburbs.

The West End’s history includes a sampling of almost
every phaseimaginable: rural hinterland, stylish streetcar
suburb, ethnic melting pot, decayedinner-city neighbor
hood. In recentyears, it has begun yet anotherphaseas
revitalizationof its old housesby arearesidentshasbecome
increasinglycommon.

, postcardview to the southwest.

Fig. 89: WoodStreet, eastside, view north from ParaaeStreet.

Fig. 88: CranstonStreetBaptist Churcn 1893,
475 Cranston Street.
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III. PROVIDENCE:
AN HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

PREHISTORIC INDIAN OCCUPATION
AND SETTLEMENT

Humanpresencein RhodeIsland,and in the Providence
area,stretchesback ten thousandyears beforeRoger Wil
liams was grantedthe land that becameRhode Island in
1636.Overthis long periodof Native Americanoccupation,
substantialchangesoccurredin the physical environment
and in humansubsistencepractices.The climate warmed,
melting thelastglaciers,causingsealevel to riseasmuch as
fifty feet, and transforming the landscapefrom spruce-
dominatedto deciduousforest.For mostof this period, the
Indians relied on wild plants and animals for their sus
tenance,using the coastaland interior areas at different
timesof yearto takeadvantageof theseasonalavailability of
different foods andother necessities.During the late spring
and summer,prehistoricpeoplelived along the coast,har
vesting herring and shellfish. As fall set in and winter
approached,the samegroupwould journey inland for de
pendablesuppliesof firewoodandfavoredhuntinggrounds.
By 1,000 A.D. the Indians were beginning to supplement
their diet with domesticcrops.As agriculturewasgradually
adopted,corn, squash,beans,andpumpkinwerecultivated.

The greatest environmentalchangesoccurredbetween
8,000and6,000B.C. As theclimatewarmedandtheglaciers
melted,sealevel rose,inundatingthecoastalplain riversand
forming NarragansettBay. Spruceforestsgaveway to pine
andlater to oak.Mastodon,caribou,moose,andgiant bea
ver inhabitedtheseforestsandwerehuntedby the Indians.
Sites from the Paleo-Indianperiod are rare becausethere
wererelativelyfew inhabitantsat this time; thereis only one
suchsite recordedin Rhode Island,in Lincoln on the Wen
scottReservoir.

Between 6,000 and 500 B.C. the climate continued to
warm, becomingevenmilder thanit is todaybetween3,000

and 1,000B.C. Sealevelscontinuedto rise,reachinga level
closeto today’sby about2,000B.C. By this time the Provi
denceRiver hadbeentransformedfrom a freshwaterriver to
a salt water estuary,and the salt water cove that Roger
Williams encounteredandsettledwasestablished.

The establishmentof the Coveandthestabilizationof the
environmentallowedthe formation of extensivetidal mud
flats which supported the growth of abundantshellfish
populations.Forestscontinuedto changefrom the earlier
conifersto a deciduouswoodlandwhich shelteredagreater
variety of animals and plants, and thus could support a
greaternumberof humanbeings.This increasecanbe read
in the archaeologicalrecord. Thereare manysitesdatingto
the formationof the cove containinga broadassortmentof
artifacts. Among theseartifacts are tools for hunting deer,
birds, andsmall mammals,for preparingnutsandotherwild
plant foods, and for working woodenobjects; a variety of
projectile points, someprobably the first true arrowheads,
typically fashionedof quartz,quartzite,or greenshale;and
scrapersand drills, probablyusedto preparehidesor other
materialsfor clothing or adornment.Ground stonegouges
and axesandsoapstonebowls appearfor the first time.

Between500 B.C. and 1,500 A.D. the climate cooled
slightly and the forest took on a hickory-chestnutcompo
sition. Sites dating from this period are larger than earlier
sitesbecauselargergroupsbeganliving together,managing
and harvestingthe abundantnut crops or exploiting the
coastalshellfishand spring runs of alewife andotheranad
romousfish. The oil from nutsprobably wasextractedand
storedfor the winter in clay pots,while fish weredried and
packed,enablingsomegroupsto live in the sameareayear-
round. Whenthe climatewarmedagainslightly later in the
period, the growingseasonincreased,allowing apredictable
yearlyharvestof cornandotherdomesticcrops.Theseagri
cultural products helpedensurean adequatefood supply
and further encouragedyear-roundresidencein oneplace,
although inland huntingandgatheringwere continued.

It is likely that throughouttheperiodfollowing the forma

Fig. 90: "Landing of RogerWilliams," 1844 engravingvy T.F. Hoppin.
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tion of the salt cove and full establishmentof the modern
estuaryca. 2,000B.C.,that theProvidenceareawould have
been a near-optimalplace to live. Fresh water resources
would have been available from the Moshassuckand
WoonasquatucketRivers. Marine foods would have been
available in the Coveand Bay. An abundanceof archaeo
logical sitesare recordedin ProvidencedocumentingIndian
use.Most of thesesiteswere discoveredandrecordedas the
city developedandgrewduring the 19thand20thcenturies:
a soapstonemask,stoneprojectile points, and other stone
toolsandobjectswerefoundin the Field’sPointarea;Indian
shell middens were reported along the Sakonnet River;
stoneartifacts were discoveredin the NeutaconkanutHill
area,and Indian tools havebeen found in various places
around the Brown University campus. Perhapsthe most
significant discoveryoccurredrecently,between 1982 and
1983 at the site of the new train station. At that location,
beneathseveralfeetof urbanfill, on thebanksof the old Salt
Cove, archaeologistsdiscoveredthe remainsof 7,000years
of continuousIndian occupation.The project,conductedas
part of the environmentalstudy required on federally-
fundedprojects,contributedawealthof information on how
Indian groupsadaptedto the transformationof the Provi
denceareato a salt water estuary.

By the time of the first European contact, in the early
1500s, the Indianswere settledarounda numberof semi
permanentvillages led by chiefs calledsachems.They were
subjectsof the Narragansetts,whosedomain includedall of
what is now RhodeIslandwestof NarragansettBay. Oneof
thesevillages may havebeenin Providenceon Mashpaug
Pond.

The Narragansettsmaintainedother settlementsin addi
tion to a main village. Thesesettlementswere linked to the
seasonalavailability of different foods andothernecessities.
According to RogerWilliams, eachfamily maintainedsum
mer gardenson the coastalplain. Following harvest,inland
huntingcampswereestablished,andin the spring,families
would moveto locations along the rivers and inlets to har
vestmigratingfish. The major settlement,however,was an
inland village from which all of theseseasonalactivities
were coordinatedandwhere the sachemprobablyresided
year round.In additionto theseactivities,the Narragansetts
were notedfor their manufactureof shellandmetal objects
andtheir abilities asstonemasons.

Prior to permanentEuropeansettlementin New England,
Indian contactwith explorers and traders resulted in the
spreadof diseasesfor which the nativepeopleshadno re
sistance.Between1616 and 1619 thesediseasesstruckthe
coastal tribes of southeasternNew England with great
severity, depopulatingwhole villages and upsettingtradi
tional tribal boundariesand alliances. The Narragansett
Indians, who were not affectedby the epidemicand were
only lightly touchedby thesmallpoxepidemicthat followed
in 1633-1634,becamethe dominanttribe in New England.

SETTLEMENT: 1636-1700

At the time of Europeansettlement,the area of Rhode
Islandwasthe territory of theNarragansettIndiansandwas
not included in anycharteredBritish colony.Early in 1636,
RogerWilliams, banishedfrom Massachusettsfor his unor
thodox preaching,journied south from Salem to this un
regulatedwildernesswherehe plannedto establisha new

homefreeof religiouscontrol for his family andothers.After
wintering with Wampanoag Indians near present-day
Warren,RhodeIsland,heanda few friendswho hadjoined
him from Salem set out to find a place to build their new
community.Thesite they finally selectedwason theeastern
shore of the ProvidenceRiver near a fresh water spring,
roughly along present-dayNorth Main Street in the city of
Providence.The spotwasat the crossroadsof Indian trails
headingnorth to PawtucketFalls,west towardConnecticut,
andeastto theSeekonkRiver; in addition,it wasat thehead
of NarragansettBay near the confluenceof the Moshassuck
andWoonasquatucketriversandthuswasaccessibleby land
or water. The Narragansett sachemsMiantonomi and
CanonicusgrantedRogerWilliams a tractof land extending
as far north asPawtucketFalls, west to NeutaconkanutHill,
southto the PawtuxetRiver, andeastto the SeekonkRiver.
Additional grants madeby 1659 extendedthe areacalled
ProvidencePlantationsto most of the current Providence
Countywestof the BlackstoneRiver.

From the first, the colonistswere dedicatedto the princi
ple of religious liberty; separationof church andstatewas
crystalizedin thecompactof August20, 1637,in the words
"We do promiseto subjectourselves... to all suchordersor
agreementsasshallbemadefor thepublic good," but"only
in civil things." The separationof church and state was
partly responsiblefor thepatternof earlyProvidencegrowth.
Housesin MassachusettsandConnecticuttownsoften were
groupedaroundthe CongregationalChurchset on oneside
of a central town green. In Providence,however,where
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dissenterswerewelcomed,no churchwasbuilt until 1700,
and no village greenwas ever contemplated.Instead, the
proprietorslaid out deep,narrowhouselotsin a straggling
line by the river along Towne Street today’s North and
SouthMain Streets,andextendingeastoverthesteephill to
thepresentHopeStreet.Houseswerebuilt at thefront of the
lots, reservingthe rear portionsfor gardens,orchards,and
family burial grounds.In 1646,JohnSmith, oneof the origi
nal settlers,wasgrantedland by the town to set up a grist
mill at thefalls of the MoshassuckRiver, nearthejunctionof
CharlesandMill Streets,therebysupplyingtheyoungsettle
ment with flour; this becamethe town’s civic centerfor fifty
yearsor more.Thetax list of 1650 shows51 housesmadeup
the compactpart of the town, most of them strung along
TowneStreetwith a fewmorenearerPawtucketor on Foxes’
Hifi. Two wereon theWeybossetside of the river andwere
reachedby boator by fording theriver. Noneof thesebuild
ings has survived.

Providenceremainedanagriculturalcommunitythrough
out the seventeenthcentury, the Rhode Island colony’s
"secondcity," very much overshadowedby Newport. The
steephillside hinderedfarming,but landson thewestsideof
the river wereset asideas commongroundfor raisingcorn,
tobaccoandother cropsand for grazingsheep,cattle,and
swine. At first townsmensubsistedon their cropswith no
surplus,but graduallyexportsof livestock, meat,flour, and
tobaccoweresentto nearbyMassachusettsandwereshipped
to Newfoundland,Long Island, and the southernplanta
tions.

As Providencefamilies struggledto establishhomesand
farmsin the earlyyears,settlersin the townsof Portsmouth,
Newport, and Warwick did likewise. Alternately cooperat
ing and feuding, the four towns only partially succeededin
creatinga centralcolonialgovernment,andthe territory re
mained without a royal charter. However, in 1663, King
CharlesII grantedRhodeIslandanunusuallyliberal charter
whichproclaimedtheintentionof thecolonists"to holdforth
a livelie experimentthat a most flourishing civil statemay
standandbestbe maintained.. . with full liberty in religious
concernments."The charter, which grantedthe colonists
religious liberty anda degreeof political independence,re
mained the foundation of Rhode Island governmentfor
nearlytwo centuries,until 1843.

In March of 1675 during King Philip’s War, Providence,
like the other towns on the mainland, was burnedby the
Indians.As far as is known,only two housesescaped.The
settlementwas quickly rebuilt following the original plan.
By 1700thetown had1,200inhabitants,mostof whomwere
living on the shoresof the cove and the ProvidenceRiver
along the eastside of TowneStreet.The gristmill andtan
nery had been rebuilt and, in addition, a sawmill, iron
works, lime kilns andablacksmithshopwereestablished.A
schoolhouse,town stocks,a prison,andat leastfour taverns
were built also. And the first churchbuilding, describedat
the time as "in the shapeof a haycapwith a fireplacein the
middle, the smokeescapingfrom a hole in the roof," was
erectedat thecornerof North Main andSmithStreetsfor the
Baptist congregation.In 1680,ElderPardonTillinghastpeti
tionedfor "a little spotof land - for thebuilding himself of a
storehousewith the privilege of a wharf also."Thiswasthe
first wharf, andthe nextyeara town wharf wasbuilt oppo
siteWeybossetPoint.However,furtherwaterfrontdevelop
ment wasdelayedby farmers’concernsaboutthe difficulty
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in crossingthe river with "Cannooes& Boates,Rideing &
Carting & Swimming overof Cattell" if the shorebecame
too built up with wharves.

Beyond the compactpart of town, a network of roads
radiatedinto an expandinghinterland.The most important
of theseon the eastsideof the river werepresent-dayNorth
Mam, Rochambeau,Olney, Hope,Angell, and Wickenden
Streets;andrunningto the west wereWeybossetandBroad
Streetsand BranchAvenue.

SEAPORT TOWN: 1700-1772

During the eighteenthcentury, Providencewas trans
formedfrom arural hamletinto a seaporttradingwith other
colonies,the WestIndies,Africa, andEngland.Construction
of new residences,warehouses,manufacturingand com
mercialshops,andanincreasingnumberof public buildings
createdadenseurbanfabric alongthewaterfrontandspified
over to the Weybossetside. With growing commercial
wealth, the establishmentof a library, a newspaper,and
evena college,Providencebeganto rival NewportasRhode
Island’sleadingcenter.

The key to Providence’sgrowthin theeighteenthcentury
wasthe maritimetradeinitiatedandpromotedby thetown’s

leading citizens: the Crawfords,Tillinghasts, Powers,and
Browns among others. When a bridge was constructed
acrosstheProvidenceRiver at WeybossetNeck in 1711, the
centersectionwasdesignedso it couldbe movedto permit
the passageof shipsinto the Cove. Over the courseof the
century,the easternbank of the river cameto be lined with
wharves.

Among themainstaysof shippingwerethe coastalcarry
ing trade,which transportedlocalproducefrom port to port
along the Atlantic seaboard,andthe so-calledWest Indies
"triangle" trade.The stapleWest Indian productsof sugar
and molasseswere brought to Providenceto be converted
into rum by shoresidedistilleries. The rum wasshippedto
the coastof Africa where it was usedfor the purchaseof
slaves,who in turn wereshippedto theWestIndiesfor labor
in the sugarplantations.Otherimportantport activities in
cludedship building andthe manufacturefor exportof lime,
iron goods,spermaceticandles,and chocolate.The single
most lucrative commercialventurewas the importation of
manufacturedgoodsfrom Englandandthe Continent,but it
alsorequiredthe greatestinvestmentin ships,warehousing,

and cargoes.Thus,direct tradewas generallycarriedon in
conjunctionwith the coastalor triangleroutes.During this
period,Providence’swaterfront bristled with the activity of
wharves,warehouses,distilleries, and some185 shops.In
addition to being the town’s centerof commerce,the port
was the primary communicationlink with the rest of the
world. In 1763 regular packetboat servicewas established
between Providenceand Newport, and in 1767 the first
regular stagecoachservice to Bostonwas inaugurated.

Providence’spopulation increasedmore than threefold
during the eighteenthcenturyfrom 1,200in 1700to 4,321in
1774 including 151 merchants,217 tradesmen,6 Indians
and 285 blacks. This impressive increaseof inhabitants
nonethelessleft the town about half as large as rival New
port. Constructionof new buildings expandedthe densely
settledsectionsof the eastsideandencouragedthe growth
of the town acrossthe ProvidenceRiver. By 1776, 310
families,or more thana third of all residents,lived on the
westside,mostalong Weybossetor WestminsterStreets.In
all, 894 housescouldbe countedin Providenceby the cen
tury’s end.

Civic activities and new public buildings reflected the
flow of wealthinto thetown.Thecolonial legislatureandthe
courts were housedin a new Court Housethe Old State
House, 150 Benefit Street constructedin 1763 on North
Main Street.The ProvidenceLibrary Company,formedin
1764,also washousedin theCourt House.Thefirst printing
presswasbroughtto town in 1762by William Goddardwho
commencedpublication of the ProvidenceGazette. In 1770
the first building for Rhode Island College later Brown
University wentup at the topof thehill knowneversinceas
College Hifi. A marketbuilding was constructedat Market

-‘

Fig. 95: Old StateHouse1762, 150Benefit Street,1851 view.

Fig. 94: Early houseson North Main Street.
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Squareat the easternend of the WeybossetBridge in 1772.
Perhapsthe greatestsinglemonumentto Providence’scolo
nial growth and civic pride was the First Baptist Meeting
House,constructedin 1775 and still a major landmark.The
building canhold 1,500peopleabouta third of the town’s
entirepopulationat the time andwasplannedto accommo
date the commencementceremoniesof the college,a prac
tice which hascontinuedever since.

Beyond the built-up parts of town, farms ringed Provi
denceandsuppliedproduceand meatto townspeoplewho
pursuedcommercialoccupations.In order to travelbetween
town and countryside, the seventeenth-centuryhighway
networkwasaugmented,creatingtoday’s DouglasAvenue,
Admiral Street, Chalkstone Avenue, Orms Street, West
minster Street, Cranston Street, Elmwood Avenue, and
Broad Street.In 1730 the town boundarieshadincludedall
of present-dayProvidenceCounty west of the Blackstorte
River. However, as farms were establishedin the outlying
areas,the GeneralAssemblyset off landsas the newtowns
of Glocester,Smithfield, andScituateall in 1731,Cranston
1754, Johnston1759, and North Providence1765-7.
Theareaof thetown of Providencewasreducedto aboutsix
squaremilesin 1767,a small fractionof its 1730 size.None
theless,large agricultural areaswithin thesesmaller limits
still surroundedthe denselybuilt-up town centerat theport.

PROVIDENCE IN THE REVOLUTION: 1772-1783

consider independence.StephenHopkins, a Providence
residentand merchantwhosehousestill standsat 15 Hop
kins Street,wasthegovernorof RhodeIslandcolony in 1765
when he wrote ‘The Rights of ColoniesExamined,"oneof
several revolutionary pamphlets he authored. Hopkins
organizedthe Providence"political club" of othercivic lead
ers in 1766,wasamemberof theContinentalCongress,and
signed the Declarationof Independence.

Local violence against Great Britain occurred in 1772
whenthe British revenueschoonerGaspeewasscuttledand
burnedoff Warwick Neckby abandof Providencemen. The
Gaspee was assignedto patrol NarragansettBay to enforce
the hatedtradeacts,andherdestructionwasseenasa dem

Fig. 97: tepnenHopkinsiiouse1707, 1743, 15 HopKins Street.

As a communitywhoselivelihooddependedon maritime
commerce,Providencewasdirectlyaffectedby English trade
regulationsenforcedon the coloniesduring the 1 760sand
l770s.This seriesof tradeactsandthe British government’s
responsesto Americanobjectionsto the actsled coloniststo

Fig. 96: ‘The Burning of the Gaspee,"engravingby J. Rogers,1856.
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onstrationof RhodeIslanders’objectionsto the actsas well
as a practical meansof curtailing their enforcement.British
teawasburnedat the MarketHousein March,1775,andon
May 4, 1776, two monthsbeforethe formal Declarationof
Independence,the Rhode Island legislature, meeting in
Providence,renouncedallegianceto King GeorgeIII.

During the war, University Hall was usedas a barracks
and hospital for troops, and the Brick School House 24
Meeting Street was convertedinto an arsenalfor storing
ammunition. Beaconsto warn inhabitantsof the enemy’s
approachwere erectednear the presentcorner of Prospect
and Meeting Streetson College Hill and on the Weybosset
side nearthe cornerof BeaconandPoint Streets.Fortifica
tions andbatterieswere establishedat the ProspectStreet
beacon,FoxPoint,the entranceto theSeekonkRiver, Field’s
Point, Robin Hill which lay north of Field’s Point, and at
Fort Sullivan bounded by Broad, Foster, Chestnut,and
FriendshipStreets.StephenHopkinscarriedRhodeIsland’s
pleafor the creationof acontinentalnavyto Congress,won
appointmentof hisbrotherEsekas its first commodore,and
securedcontractsfor Providenceto build two of the thirteen
frigatesplannedasthecoreof thefleet. EsekHopkins’ house
remainsat 97 Admiral Street.GeneralGeorgeWashington
and Comtede Rochambeauvisited Providencein 1780 and

1781; the Frencharmy campedin South Providenceon its
way to join Washington’sarmy at Yorktown in 1781 and
campedat the Dexter farm at North Main Street and Ro
chambeauAvenue on the returnmarchin the fall of 1782.

Providenceprofitedduring theRevolutionaryWar by sell

ing cannonandotherweapons,shipsandnavalstores,and
provisions to the American and Frenchforces.In addition,
privateeringprovedespeciallylucrative. In order to harass
British shipping, private ships-of-war were authorized to
captureandsell enemycargoships, or "prizes."WhenJohn
Howlandreturnedto Providencein early 1777 after fifteen
months duty with the ContinentalArmy, he wrote in his
diary, "the year 1776 wasmostlyemployedin privateering,
and many whom I had left in poor circumstancewere now
rich men. The wharveswere crowdedwith large ships .
loadedwith rich products." However, in December,1776,
the English occupiedNewportand blockadedNarragansett
Bay. Until the blockade was lifted in October, 1779, sea
traffic was severelycurtailed, and during much of the war
Providenceshipswere forcedto sail from neighboringports
in Connecticutor Massachusetts,or goodswere laboriously
shipped overland. Nonetheless,129 vesselsbelonging to
Providencecameinto port in 1781 after the blockadewas
lifted. Unlike Newport,which sufferedterribly during occu
pationby theBritish, Providenceemergedfrom the warwith
its ships, fortunes,and merchantranksintact.

RHODE ISLAND’S FIRST CITY: 1783-1832
The closeof the war in 1783 was seenby many in Provi

denceasan invitation to capitalizeon thetown’s broadening
prospects.As beforethe war, thelocaleconomywasinitially
dominatedby maritime trade,althoughthe merchantswere
now forced to discovernew marketsand to participatein
morecomplexglobal commercialrelationships.Of equalim
portancein this era wasthe emergenceof Providenceas the
Liub of overlandtransportationin the region, as an early
industrialcenter,andasthe financialcapitalof RhodeIsland
andneighboringsectionsof MassachusettsandConnecticut.
The town’s growth wasrapid; populationquadrupledfrom
4,312 in 1782 to 16,836in 1830. In 1832, Providencewas
incorporatedasRhodeIsland’sonly city, andits futureasthe
state’smetropolitan.centerwasbecomingapparent.

During the 1 780s, Providencemerchantsresumedtheir
profitable maritime trade after making a few costly false
starts.As Americannationals,they weredeniedpreferential
treatmentin dealingwith the British Empire,andtheir trade
in provisions, rum, iron goods,and spermaceticandlessuf
fered.On the positive side, Americanswereno longerpro
hibitedfrom competingwith theBritish EastIndia Company
in trading with India andChina. The first Americanship to
enterthe China tradewasthe Empressof China, owned by

1-ig. 9: i’rospect i-ni: veacon, arawing.

Fig. 99: ProvidenceWaterfront in iio.
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Robert Morris of Philadelphia,sent out in 1784. In 1787,
JohnBrown of Providencesenthis ship General Washington
to the Madeira Islands,India, and Canton,China, and ten
months later he and his partnersearneda thirty percent
profit on their $57,000investment.It wassufficient to inter
est other Providencemerchants,and from 1787 to 1828
Providenceaverageda total of three voyagesto China
yearly. A singlevoyagecould realizea profit of $400,000on
a $200,000investment.During this period, the Orient was
only oneof severalprofitable trading areasfor merchants.
An averageof 60 Providenceships per year tradedwith
South America and the West Indies, and 30 per year em
barked for Europe. Rhode Islandersexportedlocal provi

sions to SouthAmerica; they sent Orientaltea and textiles
and South American rum, tobacco,and coffee to Europe;
theytradedIberianspecieto China;andtheyimportedEuro
peanmanufactures,Baltic navalstoresandiron, andoriental
goodsfor domesticconsumption.

Expansionof foreign traderequiredexpandedport facili
ties.The easternshoreof the ProvidenceRiver remainedthe
centerof port activity; the ProvidenceCustomsDistrict was
createdin 1790 with offices on SouthMain Street.However,
the area already was overcrowded,and many of the old
wharveswere incapableof receiving the large new ships
which sailed to the Orient and Europe. About 1790, John
Brown constructedwharves,warehouses,and shopsin the
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Fig. 100: Providence, 1790; niap by John Fitch.

Fig. 101: "The Ship GeorgeWashington,"by ThomasChambers.
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vicinity of India Point Park in the Fox Point neighborhood.
He also built a bridge acrossthe SeekonkRiver named
WashingtonBridge, on the site of the presentWashington
Bridge, to improve overlandconnectionswith the wharves.
Long Wharf, the first on the Weybossetside, was built in
1792, and shops, warehouses,distilleries, and shipyards
were locatednearby. In 1816, the Weybossetbridge was
replacedfor the sixth time since 1711, andunlike its prede
cessors,which hadmoveablecenterspansto allow thepas
sageof ships, the new bridge wasbuilt with a fixed center
span,henceforthrestrictingboat traffic to the southernpart
of the river andIndia Point.

Commerciallife continued to be centeredin offices and
shopsat Market Square.The ProvidenceBank 1791, the
first bankin the state,wasfoundedby merchantsandwas
located at 50 South Main Street in a mansionbuilt and
designedby merchantJosephBrown. Within a decadethree
insurance companieswere formed with offices on South
Main Street. The steepslope of College Hill discouraged
expansionof thebusinessdistrict to the east,andaftera fire
in 1801 destroyed37 buildings on South Main Street,some
businessesrebuilt acrossthe river, andthe developmentof

the Weybossetside as a businesscenterbegan.
Daniel Anthony’s map of 1823 revealshow substantially

Providencegrewin the decadesfollowing theRevolutionary
War. Nearly 13,000new inhabitantssince 1780 accelerated
residentialconstruction to keep pace with the growth of
population, the most successfulmerchantsbuilding large
andstylish mansions.Building generallyfollowed the early
linear town plan. On CollegeHill, houseswereconstructed
alongBenefit Streetparallelto theoriginal TowneStreetand
in Fox Point adjacentto the new India Point port facilities.
On the westernside of the river, houseswere built along
streetsradiating from the WeybossetBridge into today’s
downtown.Evenwith its growth, all of built-up Providence
remainedwithin comfortablewalking distance,andby and
large, residential,commercial,and industrial activities co
existedside by side,as did residentsof different social and
economicstatus.

Beyondthe denselybuilt-up partsof town, farmscontin
uedto grow food for thelocal market.In addition,"country
seats" were establishedby some wealthy families who
soughtto escapethe bustleof town life andthe sometimes
oppressiveheat,stench,andmosquitoesof thesummer.For

. * *-: *

Fig. 102: India Point and the mouth of the SeekonkRiver; 1830 watercolor by E.L. Peck/ian,.

Fig. 103: Market Square in 1835, view to theeast; watercolor by E.L. Peckham.
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example,EbenezerKnight Dextermaintaineda fine coun
try house and farm 300 Angell Street in addition to his
residenceat 187 Benefit Street.Travel in the countryside
becameeasieras roadswere improved; elevennew or up
gradedroadswerecharteredas turnpikesbetween1803 and

1825.In 1828 the transformationof the MoshassuckRiver
into the BlackstoneCanal wascompleted,and interior sec

tions asfar northandwestasWorcester,Massachusettswere
drawn into Providence’sorbit.

Many newroadsandturnpikesthroughthecountryran to
water-poweredmills including those in the hamlets of
Manton, Ruttenburg, and Olneyville along the Woonas
quatucketRiver and to more isolated mills located on
streamsin surroundingtowns.At the sametime that Provi

Fig. 104: Providence,1823; map by Daniel Anthony.

Fig. 105: SamuelSlater 1768.1835.

Fig. 106: Dexter-Stimson-DitnanHouse1799-1803,300-302Angell Street.
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dence’s maritime prosperity reachedits height in the late
1 780s and the I 790s, merchantMosesBrown organizeda
companyto manufacturecotton textiles. Early experiments
failed until the PawtucketmechanicsDavid Wilkinson and
SylvanusBrown working with English immigrant Samuel
Slater transformedMosesBrown’s collection of machines
into a workableArkwright system.Factoryspinningof cotton
yarn commencedon December20, 1790, and the American
Industrial Revolution began.Moses Brown, his son-in-law
William Almy, andhis nephew,Smith Brown, continuedto
investin cottonmills during the 1 790s,taking SamuelSlater
into partnership.During the first decadeof the nineteenth
centuryother Providencemerchantsbeganto divert funds
from maritimeto industrial enterprises.This shift of capital
to land-basedmills was acceleratedby the embargoon
American shipping enactedby Congressin 1807 in an un
successfulattemptto keepthe United Statesout of the war
betweenGreatBritain and France.The hiatusin textile im
ports from Englandduring the War of 1812 was another
impetusto Providencemerchantslike EdwardCarringtonto
investin cotton mills, which wereearningprofits of 20 to 30
percent.RhodeIslandwasthenation’searlyleaderin textile
production,and most of the state’s 100 mills in 1815 were
locatedin ProvidenceCounty.Thefirst mills weredrivenby
water wheelsand were necessarilylocated on water-privi
leges, mostly outsideProvidence’sbordersalong the Paw
tuxet and Blackstonerivers where power sitesabounded.
Therewerea few water-powersitesin Providence,however.
The Union Mill 1805 and the Merino Mill 1812, which
still stands at 61 PonagansettAvenue, were located in
Olneyville. Whatis more,Providenceinvestorssuppliedthe
capital,managerialability, technical knowledge,andtrans

portation and marketingserviceswhich were fundamental
to the industrialization of much of the state.

During theearlynineteenthcentury,Providence’sgrowth
and changesin the community convincedsome residents
that the traditionaltown-meetinggovernmentwasno longer
adequateto managecivic affairs. By 1810, Providencewas
one of the sevenlargestcommunitiesin the United States,
but local governmenthad not kept pace; it was virtually
unchangedfrom colonial days. Its finances, for example,
were poorly managedand required increasingattention as
the cost of basic municipal servicesballooned.In the 1820s
thetown still owed$7,000for so-calledpermanentimprove
mentsmadeto roadsin the 1790swhich had alreadyworn
out; meanwhileas Providencerapidly grew, costs for new
highwaysand bridgessoared,increasingfivefold during the
decade. Other neededimprovements included oil street-
lamps, flagstonesidewalkson South Main Street,and new
schools.In 1800 the town organizeda public, tax-supported
school systemaccordingto some, the first in the United
States,and by 1832, 12 schools had been constructedto
educate1,200 pupils. The net result of making thesecivic
improvements,togetherwith the ever-increasingcost of
poor relief, wasthat town debt rosefrom $22,554in 1800 to
$110,433in 1830,representinganalarming220 percentrise
in per capitadebt.

The inadequacyof the police force was anotherconcern
which led citizensto believea newform of governmentwas
needed.In 1775 Providenceestablisheda systemof daytime
constablesand night watchmenwho were supposedto
report fires, maintain order, conductthe disorderly to jail,
and enforce the town curfew. However, the watchmen’s
effectivenesswas limited; they had no uniform or badgeof
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INDUSTRIAL CITY: 1832-1865

identification, no weapons,no special arrest powers, and
wereliable to damagesuitsbroughtby thosethey restrained
or took into custody.

From time to time, citizens took the law into their own
hands. In 1824 and in 1831, vigilante actionsturned into
race riots against blacks, who constituteda tenth of the
town’s population.The riots finally proddedtownsmento a
realization that the methodsof informal community pres
surewhich hadworkedhalf acenturyearlierwereno longer
effectivein maintainingcivic order. Providencewasincorpo
ratedas a city in 1832,andin his inauguraladdressdelivered
at the Old State Houseon June4, 1832, Providence’sfirst
mayor, SamuelW. Bridgham,concludedthat the town had
become"too heterogeneousandunmanageable"to continue
the old form of government.Thechangein the form of local
governmentwassymptomaticof newconditionsbeingcre
ated by acceleratingphysical and populationgrowth, cul
tural diversity, and an industrial economy.

The middle yearsof thenineteenthcenturywerea turning
point in Providence’shistory. The newly incorporatedcity
adjustedto the administrativedemandsof its own growth,
and continuity with the past still could be found in its
population,economy,andphysicalappearance.By thetime
of the Civil War, on theotherhand,thecity wasengulfedby
the two forces which would radically transformits physical
and social character:industryand immigration.

During the nineteenthcentury, Providence becamea
major manufacturingcenterfor textiles, basemetals, and
jewelry. A crucial factor in making Providenceanindustrial
city was the growth and expansionof the railway system
between1835 and 1848. Nationally, 1820 to 1840 was a
periodof "transportationrevolution" involving construction
of turnpikes, canals,steamboats,and railroads.Economic
historianshaveconcludedthat inexpensiveoverlandtrans
portation was a necessarycondition for the emergenceof
industryin thenortheastandagriculturein thenorth-central
states.Eachof the severalmodeshad its day,but railroads
emergedpreeminentby 1840,whenAmericahadmorerail
roadtrack thanany othercountryin theworld, andmostof
that was laid in New Englandand New York. At first, rail
lineswereusedaslinks in transportationsystemswhichalso
included shipping or canals.For example, the Providence
and Boston line 1835 had its southernterminus at the
harbor in Fox Point. The Providenceand Stoningtonline
1837, which connected to steamboatservice between
Stoningtonand New York, had its northernend at Burgess
Cove in SouthProvidence,andpassengersandfreight con
tinuing north wereferried acrossthe harborto Fox Point to
connectwith the ProvidenceandBoston.Expandedservice
wasprovidedin 1848 by the ProvidenceandWorcesterand
the New York, Providence,and Worcesterlines. That same
year the upperProvidenceRiver cove was partially filled,

Fig. 108: MayorSamuelW. Bridgham
1774-1840.

Fig. 109: enejir Street in 1839, view to the southwestat Street;watercolor by EL. Peckharn.
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and tracks were constructedto a new passengerstationat
ExchangePlace. The impressive station replaced by the
presentstation in 1898 was appropriatelycalled Union
Stationsinceall linesconvergedat this locationin the center
of thecity; onehistorianhascalledit the first majorrailroad
station in theUnited States.Much as today, thecity’s major
rail line enteredfrom the north following the line of the
MoshassuckRiver, passed through Union Station, pro
ceededwestwardparallelto the WoonasquatucketRiver to
Olneyville, turned south and exited Providencerunning

parallel to ElmwoodAvenue.
Along with the coming of cheap,efficient railroad trans

portation, the developmentof steam-poweredfactorieswas
crucial to the growth of manufacturingin Providence.The
first textile mills in Rhode Island were poweredby water,
and only a few mills were locatedwithin the city, along the
WoonasquatucketRiver. In 1827, however,Samuel Slater
built the SteamCotton Mill. It was the first mill in Provi
denceto usea steamengineasits sole sourceof power,andit
was located near the waterfront at Ship and Dyer Streets
with accessto coal boats. The introduction of steampower
not only releasedmills from their dependenceon water-
power sites, but increasedtheir manufacturing efficiency
and favored Providence as a transport center for raw
materials, fuel, and finished goods. By 1850, 8 cotton mills
and2 woolenmills employing1,198workerswereoperating
in Providence,and a decadelaterthesefigureshaddoubled.
Though the Providencetextile industry was expandingby
1860, Providence manufacturerswere in general over
shadowedby the largeroperationsof rural textile mills. How
ever, city men often were the founders, directors, and
bankersof the big mills outsideProvidence.The venerable
Providencefamilies,Brown and Ives, weremajor investors
in the LonsdaleManufacturingCompanywhichownedmill
villages along the Blackstone River; Robert and Moses
Lippitt, who ownedfactoriesin Woonsocket,lived on Hope
Street in Providence;while Robert Knight, who produced
cotton goodsin Warwick andWestWarwickmills underthe
label "Fruit of the Loom," lived on ElmwoodAvenue.

The rapid expansionof the textile industry in Providence
and throughoutNew Englandwas made possibleby the
invention andproductionof improved spinning and weav
ing equipment, steamengines,and other machinery,and
Providencebecamea centerfor the production of textile
machinery,steamenginesand a variety of base-metalpro
ducts. The ProvidenceMachine Company1838, an out
growth of the machineshopat the SteamCotton Mill, was
amongthe first in the UnitedStatesto producesophisticated
spinningequipment.The PhenixIron Foundry1830, origi
nally locatedon EddyStreet,producedtheearliestAmerican
textile-printing machines.Steamengine companies,which
were less directly linked to textilesand hadbroadapplica

Fig. 111: Providencein 1tb, view to the northeast;lithograph by J,P. Newell.

Fig. 110: RhodeIsland’s railroad network in 1846.
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tionsto anumberof industries,wereanotherprominentarea
of manufacture.In 1848,GeorgeC. Corlisspatentedanauto
maticcutoff valve that dramaticallyincreasedthe efficiency
of stationarysteamengines.The CorlissSteamEngineCom
pany1856 placedProvidencein the forefront of theindus
try and acceleratedthe adoption of steam power in local
factories. Machine tools, files, screws, nails, and sewing
machineswere also important Providencemanufactures.
Between1850 and1860 thenumberof metalsfirms in Provi
dencequadrupledto 94 andemployedmorethan threethou
sandworkers.

Providence’sthird major industry,jewelry andsilver,had
its origin during the 1790swhenSerilandNehemiahDodge,
working in their shopon College Hill, developeda method
of rolling a thin layerof gold onto copper; with their new
gold-plating process,they could underselltraditional gold
jewelry manufacturers.From this origin, the local costume
jewelry industry grewfrom only four shopsin 1805 to 27

firms in 1830, employing290 artisans.By 1850 thesenum
bers had doubled, reaching a high of 90 shopsby 1856.
Many of the shopswere small operationsownedby master
craftsmenwho were forced to return to the ranksof wage
earnerswhensalesdeclinedas a resultof changesin fashion
or economicdeclines.The Panicof 1857 and the Civil War
had just such an effect, and in 1865 only half the shops
counteda decadepreviously were still in operation.With
improved conditions the jewelry industry could revive
equally dramatically. The silver industry was carried on
early in the centuryin small shopsoperatedby artisanssuch
as JabezGorhamwho madebeads,earrings,rings, pinsand
flatware. In 1847,Gorham’sson,John,greatlyexpandedthe
businessby installing a steamengineandproducingsilver
ware by machine.

The Civil War triggered a full scaleexpansionof estab
lished manufacturersnationwide. In Providence,the base
metal industries earned profits producing rifles, steam

Fig. 112: The Corliss SteamEngine Company1856 et seq.,WestRiver Streetdemolished.1.

Fig. 113: Gorharn ManufacturingCompany1831 et seq.,Steepleat Canal Streetdemolished;1886 engraving.
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engines,andmachinery.At the sametime, thewarprovided
incentives for the rapid expansionand mechanizationof
industrieswhich had developedat a slower pace before
1860.Thetextile industrywasoneof these.During the Civil
War, cotton wasin short supply,andsomemills were forced
to close though cotton productionremainedan important
part of the state’seconomy.Therewasno shortageof wool,
however,and the Atlantic Delaine, Riverside, and Wan
skuckmills werethreeof the moreprominentfactoriescon
structedduring or immediately after the war which manu
facturedwoolen goodsandworsteds.

Providence’spopulationtripled between1830 and 1865
to a total of 54,595 residents.Of these, nearly half were
foreignborn or the children of foreign-bornparents,an in-
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creaseof 24,393from a countof 39 unnauralizedforeigners
in 1820. Immigration from England,Scotland,and English-
speakingCanadawasa constantsupplementto Providence’s
populationthroughoutthe nineteenthcentury. TheseEng
lish-speakingnewcomers assimilated easily and settled
throughoutProvidence.Many were skilled textile workers.
In 1865 this group totaled 4,025.

Irish immigrantsrepresentednearly a third of the city’s
population. The city’s first Roman Catholic parish,Saints
Peter and Paul, was establishedin 1838, and the first St.
Patrick’s Day celebration was held in the City Hotel on
WeybossetStreet in 1839. Most Irish immigrantshadbeen
farm laborers,andthey performedunskilledwork in Provi
dencesuchas railroad constructionand earth-movingto fill
the covein 1848 beforemoving into factory work.

In 1865, 6,773 dwelling housesexisted in Providence.
The worst living conditionsprobably existedat Snowtown,
wherea largepartof thetown’s blackpopulationlived along
the northshoreof thecove; in SouthProvidenceadjacentto
slaughterhousesand the Rhode Island Bleachery which
employedunskilledworkers;at the Irish settlement,"Corky
Hill," in Fox Point neartheharbor;andalongthe Blackstone
Canal, an industrialcorridor and an open sewer.Superin
tendentof HealthEdwin Snowrecordedthat nine-tenthsof
all who diedduring the 1854 Asiatic Choleraepidemicwere
"personsof foreignparentage,"and 70 percentof all deaths
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Fig. 114: Providence, 1849; map by Cushing& Walling.
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Fig. 115: RiversideMills 1863 et seq.,50 AleppoStreet.



occurred near the canal or at Fox Point, where there
abounded"miserable, unsuitable, illy-constructed, over
crowdedtenements,with no conveniencesfor cleanliness,or
decency."

Most new constructionoccurred in College Hill or Fox
Point, the city’s oldestneighborhoods,andon the westside
in the areasof downtown,northernSouth Providence,and
easternFederalHill. During the first half of the nineteenth
centuryProvidenceceasedto be the simplelinearsettlement
along the river and WeybossetStreetdating from colonial
days.Instead,geographicallyandvisuallydistinct neighbor
hoodsbeganto emerge,settingapatternfor the city’s future

growth. The 1835 censusrevealedthat for the first time a
majority of Providenceresidentslived on the west side. Be
yond thedenselysettleareas,the numberof countryestates
proliferated,and somefarms remainedactive.

MAKING A METROPOLIS: 1865-1945

Patternsof civic developmentwhich appearedduring the
first half of the nineteenthcenturywere brought to fulfill
ment between1865 and 1945. Foreignimmigrationcontin
uedto swell thecity’s population;industrialexpansionmade
Providenceoneof the nation’smanufacturingleaders;anda
building boomconstructednearly30,000houses.
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Fig. 116: Providence, 1870; map by D.G. Beers & Co.

54



The transition to a peacetimeeconomywas complicated
by the Panicof 1873,moredevastatingthanpreviousnation
wide economicdepressionsbecauseof theextentandrateof
expansionduring andafter the Civil War. The major Rhode
Islandconcernto fail wastheA. & W. SpragueManufactur
ing Companyof Cranston.At the time, it was the largest
businessfailure in the nation’s history, and the Sprague
failure forcedProvidencebankswhichheld Spraguenotesto
reorganize.A few Providencemanufacturingcompanies,in
cluding the Atlantic Delaine Company, failed as a direct
result of the panic, and mostwere affectedby the depres
sion, resulting in mill shut-downs,short workdays,and lay-

offs over the next six years.Recoverywas nearly complete
by 1879, however,andthe following decadesbroughtspec
taculargrowth,progress,andprosperityfor Providence.The
toneof the era wasexuberantlysummarizedby the Board of
TradeJournal in 1895 when it wrote: "Providence,built like
Romeupon its sevenhills, fannedby gentlebreezesfrom the
ocean,with its freedom from serious epidemics, its great
wealth, large bankingfacilities, large and varied industries,
its nearnessto other greatcommercial centers,its society,
schools, churches, beautiful surroundings and splendid
streets, is not excelled by any other city in the U.S. for
residenceand businesspurposes."

S.s S.,. or Sr a, 01/ MPLE.
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Fig. 117: RhodeIsland’s railroad nerwor in 1878.
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Metalsfirms which hadexpandeddramaticallyduring the
Civil War werereorganizedfor peacetimeproduction.The
BurnsideRifle CompanybecameRhode Island Locomotive
Works, and Nicholson & Brownwell, formed to produce
parts for Springfield muskets, becamethe Nicholson File
Company. By 1900, Providence was the nation’s third
largestmanufacturerof all typesof machinetools,andit was
boastedthat the city containedthe world’s largesttool fac
tory Brown andSharpe,235 PromenadeStreet,file factory
Nicholson File, 23 Acorn Street, engine factory Corliss
SteamEngine Company,screw factory American Screw,
and silverwarefactory Gorham,333 AdelaideAvenue.

Foundriesand machineshopsvaried widely in size from
the smallestshops,which weresometimesassociatedwith a
textile mill, to major factory complexes.Most metals firms
were locatedin areaswith accessto transportationfacilities
which includedthe WoonasquatucketRiver corridor,Olney
ville, and MoshassuckSquare,which were adjacentto rail
roadlines, andwaterfrontsitesin Fox Pointandalong Eddy
Street.

Gorham Manufacturing Company moved from North
Main Streetto a site on the rail line at AdelaideAvenuein
1890.By the turn of the century,Providencewasthe nation’s
leadingproducerof silverware- over a third of all Ameri
cansilverwarewas manufacturedhere.

The jewelry industry reboundedrapidly from the 1873
panic. In 1875, 130 jewelry shopsemployed2,700 workers,
andin 1890 an expandingmarketfor cuff andcollar buttons

andthe specializationof electroplating,enameling,engrav
ing, die sinking,and lapidarywork providedwork for more
than 200 firms and almost 7,000 workers. By 1900, Provi
dencerankedfirst in the manufactureof jewelry nationally
andthe stateas a whole supplied29 percentof thejewelry
manufacturedin the United States.The industry was cen
tered in Providencein a jewelry manufacturing district
boundedby Pine,Chestnut,Clifford and EddyStreets.This
clusteringof small firms in largebuildingsprovidedsomeof
the sameadvantagesof scalein purchasingsteamor electric
power and in integratingoperationswhich a large factory
enjoyed.

The city wasalso the nation’s leaderin the productionof
wool and worstedgoods. In 1890, Providence’swool and
worsted companiesemployed 8,887 workers. Wool and
worstedmills andcotton finishing plantssuchas bleaching,
dyeing, and printing companiesremained dependenton
amplesuppliesof waterfor their operationin order to wash
the raw fibers or to rinsefinished products.Consequently,
theWoonasquatucket,theEast,andthe MoshassuckRivers,
which provided both water and accessto railroads, were
centersfor the textile industry.

Otherindustriescontributedto Providencemanufacturing
as well. In 1901 therewere 1,933 firms doing businessin
Providence,andbusinessmenhonestlyboastedthat "Provi
dencemanufactureseverythingfrom a carpet-tackto a loco
motive." Overall, thecity of Providenceproduced$200 mil
lion in manufacturedgoodsin 1904:$40 million in woolens

Fig. 118: Nicholson i

Fig. 119: GorhamManufacturingCompany1889 et seq.,333 AdelaideAvenue;ca. 1890 photograph.
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andworsteds,$26 million in cotton goods,$17 million in
jewelry and silver, $13 million in machines,$10 million in
rubbergoods,$5 million in electricalsupplies,and$1.5mil
lion in silk. In 1912,thecity’s Board of TradeJournal reported
that Rhode Islandstoodsecondin per capitawealth in the
United States.

During the secondquarterof the twentiethcentury,Provi
dence’sindustrialprogressslowedas the nation’s textile in
dustryrelocatedfrom the northeastto the south. As earlyas
the 1 890s,Providencebusinessmenwereawareof Southern
gainsin the textile industry; indeed,Rhode Islanderswere
among the important investors in Southern mills, and a

NEW ENGLAND’S SOUTHERN GATEWAY.
Providence is the nearest, the easiest,and the cheapestNew England port to reach from Southern waters.
It is also the most centrally located harbor with respectto the majority of the Population of New England.
Why should ships from the South sa.il around Cape Cod, or evenacross it, if Providence is the handiest place to get 10

and the nearestplace to mostof the peoplewho want their cargoes?
Do You Know that Providence is nearer than Baltimore or New Orleans to Rio Janeiro. Buenos Ayres and all the Prrn

cipal Eastern Ports of South America? Do you realize that Providence is two daysnearer than San Frarcisco to the Panafl
Canal?

Fig. 120: "Providence- New England’sSouthernGateway."1912 promotion by the ProvidenceBoardof Trade.
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Providencemillwright firm headedby engineerFrank P.
Sheldondesigneddozensof Southernmills. In 1880 the
South producedonly 1/16 of the nation’s cotton goods;by
1910 it was producingalmost a third; andby 1923 nearly
half. A variety of causeshas beensuggestedfor New Eng
land’s decline as a textile manufacturingcenterincluding
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Fig. 121: Providence, 1899; niap by Sampson,Murdoch & Co.

climate,antiquatedphysical plants, andlabor problems,all
of which undoubtedlyplayeda part. New Englandcotton
profits declinedalarmingly in the years1910-1914,but the
stimulus to productioncreatedby World War I helped to
hide the seriousnessof theseproblemsuntil plantsactually
beganto close.The bankruptcyof theWarwick firm, B.B. &
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R. Knight in 1924aswell astheabandonmentby theAmen-
can Woolen Company of two Providencemills in 1928
dramatizedthe conditionof RhodeIsland’stextileeconomy.
During theDepressionyears1929-1931,unemploymentran
as high as 40 percentin major Providenceindustries,but
declinedduring the next decadeas the secondworld war
stimulatedindustrialproduction.

Providencerankedtwentiethin size amongAmericancit
ies in 1900.Thecity’s populationdoubledbetween1865 and
1880, and doubled again by 1910 when immigrants
accountedfor seven of everyten residents.To houseand
employ this population, the rural countrysidewhich sur
roundedthe city was subdivided,platted,andbuilt up. Al
though Providence’sgrowth was not consciouslyplanned
andthe full consequencesof its growth could not be antic
ipated, nonetheless,a city-wide pattern of development
emergedfrom thousandsof individual decisionsto build a
factory,a store or a house.Geographydeterminedthe suit
ability of land for residentialor industrial use,and owners
of largeparcelsdeterminedthe land’s availability through
price and their willingness to sell. As a result, a seriesof
different neighborhoodswas created.Fanningout in all di
rections,they encircled the earliestsettled areaof College

Hill andWeybossetNeck,andwere themselvesencircledby
an everdiminishingbandof semi-rurallandwhich reached
beyondthe city’s borders.The neighborhoodswereseparat
ed by use, social andeconomicstratification, location, and
time of settlement.No longer was Providencea compact,
functionally and socially integratedcommunity as it had
been;it was becominga sprawling federationof industrial
sectionsanddiscreteresidentialdistricts.

At thecenterof Providence’stradeandindustrystoodthe
downtown. Near the turn of the century,the city had 31
banksand130 insuranceoffices,16 theatersperformingrep
ertory drama, opera, vaudeville, burlesque,or the newest
fad, movies.Four daily newspapersand 26 weekliesand
monthlies were published,and 300 passengerand freight
trainsstoppedin Union Stationevery day.

Outsideof downtown,buildersracedto keepup with the
demandfor new houses.In 1865, 6,773 dwelling houses
existed in Providence.The total increaseddramaticallyin
succeedingdecades:13,275 in 1875, 20,584 in 1895, and
35,634in 1920; only during the economicdepressionyears,
1873-1880andafter 1929,did constructionactivity slacken.
This buildingboom reliedheavily on the existenceof apub
lic transitsystemwhich enabledpeopleto live beyondwalk-

Fig. 122: ExchangePlace, 1891 view.
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ing distancefrom jobs andstores.During the 1 860shorsecar
servicewas inauguratedalong the city’s major streets.By
1882, 200 horsecarswere in operation over 41 miles of
tracks,and with the adventof electric trolleys, servicewas
expanded.The benefits of trolley service were described
rhapsodicallyin 1893: "The electric railroad is no longeran
experiment. . . . it is threadingthe streetswith steel, and
cob-webbingtheair with wires. It is addingsuburbantowns
to the city centersand radiatingthe arteriesof rapid transit
from congesteddistricts, beyondthe fringes of smokeand
noise to rural scenes,where,in purer air andsweetersur
roundings our thousandsof toilers can enjoy home and
health."In 1912,435 electric trolley carsrode81.56miles of
track and carriedmore than 135 million passengersa year.
Between1920 and 1940 servicewasswitchedto buses;the
laststreetcarwasretired in 1948.

In thelate nineteenthcentury,the majorityof Providence
families sharedtwo-family or three-familyhouses.Housing
developmentsfor the workers of specific mills existedin
Olneyville, Smith Hill, and mostclearly in the North End,
where the WanskuckCompanybuilt and owned workers’
and managers’housing, a store, a recreationhail, and a
church. Large sectionsof South Providence,Smith Hill,
Valley, Fox Point, Mount Hope along North Main Street,

andthe WestEnd werebuilt up with multiple-family dwell
ings intendedfor working and lower middle-classowners
and tenants.Single family houseswere also built in these
neighborhoods.

Wealthierhomebuyersselectedareaswhich wereremov
ed from factories,the railroad,or the harbor.All of College
Hill remainedpopular.A numberof Providence’sfinestresi
dences were built along boulevardssuch as Broadway,
BroadStreet,HopeStreet,andEimwoodAvenue,andslight
ly lessgrandhouseswerebuilt on nearbyside streets.Dur
ing the 1 880sand 1 890sElmwood and sectionsof South
Providencewere developedas fashionableresidentialdis
tricts, as were sectionsof the East Side near Angeli and
Cooke Streets.

At Providence’sborders,largeamountsof land remained
open at the turn of the twentiethcentury. ColeAvenue on
the East Sidewas still being farmed; WashingtonParkand
southernElmwood were the site of the WashingtonPark
Trotting Association race track, the 30-acrePark Garden
amusementpark, professionalbaseballfields, and circus
grounds;in MountPleasantandElmhursttheageof country
estateslingeredon.

Between 1900 and 1945 housing constructionfilled in
most of the city’s remainingvacant land, completing the

Fig. 123: Horse car, 1880sview.

Fig. 124: Electric trolleys at Market Square,1899 view.
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neighborhoodsof WashingtonPark,MountPleasant,Silver
Lake, and the East Side. Residentsin the new areasoften
were families who moved from other neighborhoodsin
order to purchasesingle-family housesin a suburbanset
ting. Since theseneighborhoodswere locatedon the city’s
edges,transportation,especiallythe automobile,waskey to
their development.

The first automobileeverseenin Providenceappearedin
1898; it wasbuilt and ownedby A.T. Cross,and its steam
enginepoweredit alongat ten milesperhour.By 1908 there
were3,500automobilesregisteredin the state,andby 1911
downtown traffic jams were so common that police were
assignedto direct traffic.

Construction of Blackstone Boulevard 1892-4 on the
East SideandPleasantValley Parkway1909 in Mt. Pleas
ant spurreddevelopmentandfacilitated commutingin pri
vateautomobilesbetweenhomeandwork. Garagesbecame
a standardfeature in newer neighborhoods.Commercial
developmentoccurred outside of downtown during the
1920sand1930sin newneighborhoodshoppingcenterslike
Wayland Squareand Hopkins Square,saving patronsthe
longerauto or bus ride to the city center.Similarly, major
streetslike North Main, Broad,Cranston,Smith, Broadway
andElmwoodAvenuewereeasilyaccessibleby automobile,
andformerresidenceswereconvertedto commercialusesor
were demolishedto makeroom for stores,parkinglots, and
gasolinestations. Although in newerareasstreetsandga
rageswerebuilt to accommodateautomobiles,in long built-
up portions of the city, streetshadto be widenedandga
ragesandparkingareasconstructedwheretreesand lawns
hadonceexisted.

Between 1865 and 1945, the processof urbanizingthe
surroundingcountrysidewasrepeatedon varyingschedules
andwith differing resultsin the city’s neighborhoods.The
peoplewho occupiedthe newhousesandthosewho moved
into old housesin the lessdesirablesectionswereasvaried
as theneighborhoods’separatehistories.During the period,

Providence’s total population grew by 460 percent with
mostof the increaseoccurringbefore1910.The city’s native
white population grew from 28,452 in 1865 to 59,966 in
1910,while its foreignpopulationin thosesameyearsrose
from a countof 23,239to 158,657.After 1924,federalimmi
grationquotasrestrictedtheflow of newcomers.Immigrants
from Ireland and from England,Scotland,and British Can
adahadbeena sizeablepartof Providence’sresidentsdur
ing the first half of the nineteenthcentury. In 1910 these
groupscomprised18 percentof thetotal andweregenerally
dispersedthroughoutthe city’s neighborhoods.

Italian immigrants beganarriving in Providenceafter
1885.Twenty-five years later therewere 30,000citizensof
Italian parentage,andby 1930, twentypercentof the city’s
populationwas of Italian extraction - more than 50,000
persons.Two-thirds of their numberslived on FederalHill,
andtheareacouldonly accommodatethis influx in congest
ed,overcrowdedconditions.Between1895 and1910 signifi
cantimmigrantpopulationssettledin variousareas:French
Canadianssettledin Wanskuckand the WestEnd; Russian
Jews in Mount Hope, Smith Hill, and South Providence;
Portuguesein Fox Point; and Swedes,Turks, and Germans
settledthroughoutProvidencein mixed neighborhoods.The
residential neighborhoodsleast affected by immigration
were CollegeHill, Elmwood, and lower South Providence,
where middle and upper income native whites built com
fortable suburbanhomes.Blacks, who comprisedten per
centof the populationin the 1820s,now constitutedbut 11/2

percentof the populace.They lived in all neighborhoodsin
1910, but were particularly concentratedin parts of College
Hill and the WestEnd.

The making of metropolitan Providencewas largely a
privateenterprisecarriedout by industrialistsandworkers,
real estateinvestorsandhome buyers, landlords and ten
ants.The processof growth alsorelied on a variety of public
services.The water supplyandseweragesystemswere be
gun during the 1 870sand 1 880s. Electricalservicebeganin
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1882,just threeyearsafter ThomasEdisonperfecteda rea
sonably priced incandescentbulb, and by the turn of the
century,electric lights, vacuumcleaners,phonographs,and
sewing andwashingmachineswere making life easierfor
many residents.The ProvidenceTelephoneCompanywas
incorporatedin 1879,threeyearsafter the inventionof the
telephoneby AlexanderGrahamBell. By 1903,onehundred
telephoneoperatorswere handling 49,500calls eachday.

City governmentbecameresponsiblefor providingpublic
serviceson avastly largerscalethaneverbefore,andtheper
capitacity debt rocketedfrom $11.82 in 1866 to $80.06 in
1900. Part of the debt resultedfrom the processof land
development.Theprivate,arbitrary,andunrestraineddevel
opmentundertakenby landownerswascriticized by Mayor
ThomasA. Doyle in 1872: "Each developeris platting his
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own land with referenceto the numberof building lots he
can makeon his own tract, andwithout the slightestrefer
enceto the direction in whichhis streetsare laid, or whether
theyleadinto otherstreets...." Between1864 and 1880,the
city spent$1.2million to reconstructdevelopers’streets.A
zoning ordinancewas not adoptedby the city until 1923.
With its increasein population,Providencehadto organize
modernpolice and fire protection;by 1912 therewere 369
policemenand 325 firemen. New schools were neededas
well; a total of 61 schoolswere constructedbetween1870
and 1900.By thelatteryear,the four high schools,16 gram
mar schools and 88 primary schools then operatingem
ployed 1,044 teachersto instruct 23,000 pupils. Public
recreational spacebecamemore and more necessaryas
vacant land was built upon. The City Board of Park

Fig. 126: City Hall 1874-78, early 1880s engraving.



Fig. 127: RogerWilliams Park 1871 et seq., 950 ElmwoodAvenue;Ca. 1920 view.

Policeat Central Stationon Fountain Street, 1904 view.

Commissionerswasformedin 1901,andby 1910it oversaw
31 parkscovering640 acresincluding: RogerWilliams Park
1886-1910,Tockwotton Park 1896, andNeuteconkanut
Hill Park 1904. In 1940 there were 27 parks, 47 play
grounds,and 2 parkwayscovering1,150 acres.

In additionto serving thosewho lived within the city’s
bordersasdefinedat the time of incorporationin 1832,the
municipal governmentbecameresponsiblefor large areas
which were reannexedfrom Cranston,Johnston,andNorth
Providencebetween 1868 and 1919. Portionsof the East
Side, Mount Hope, Elmwood, South Providence,and the
West End, andmost of WashingtonPark, Silver Lake, the
North End,and MountPleasantwereacquiredin this man
ner. In general,the reannexedareashadmorein common
with Providencein terms of economicand neighborhood

developmentand ethnicity thanwith their former towns.
World War II representedthe lastboomperiodfor indus

trial Providence.Productionactivity occasionedby wartime
demandaidedeconomicrecoveryafter the Depression.Old
Providencefirms whichbenefitedincludedtextile mills such
as the Atlantic and Wanskuckmills, which manufactured
uniforms; U.S. Rubber,which manufacturedthirty-six mil
lion rubberheelsfor shoesandcombatboots; andBrown &
Sharpe, which manufactureda variety of machinetools.
Newer firms with defense industry contracts included
Atlantic Rayon Companyfoundedby RoyalLittle in 1928,
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which gainedlargeprofits manufacturingrayonparachutes.
At the city’s Field’s Point waterfront, RheemShipbuilding
Companybuilt sixty-fourshipsfor war service.Theconstruc
tion of navalfacilities at QuonsetPoint,Davisville, andNew
port meantcontracts for local businesses,and Providence
becamepopular with sailors on liberty. Thus the civic and
industrial growth which Providenceenjoyedin thedecades
following the Civil War waspartially revivedduring World
War II despiteunderlyingeconomicweaknesses.

THE RECENT PAST: 1945-1985

Between1945 and 1985 Providencedid not enjoy the
growth and prosperitywhich characterizedthe preceding
century.Thecity’s populationdeclinedby 40 percent.During
thesingledecade1950 to 1960,Providencelost17 percentof
its population,leadingthenation in thisstatistic,andanum
berof formerlyimportantbusinessesclosedor movedaway.
New developmentwasaffectedby the fact that little vacant
land remainedin the city, andnewconstructioncould occur
only in the suburbsbeyondthe city limits or on land which
first had to be clearedof old buildings. The widespread
ownershipof automobilesandthe constructionof improved
highways facilitated movement out of the city to new
houses,office parks, and shoppingcentersin surrounding
suburbancommunities.

Theerosionof Providence’sindustrialeconomicbasewas
a gradualprocessin which the relocationor failure of in
dividual companiesaccumulatedby the middle of the cen

tury to form an evident downward trend. The post-war
period beganwith war industriesclosing down and return
ing servicemenadding to the unemployed,who numbered
35,000statewideat the end of 1945. Plantswereclosedby
Wanskuck Company, Atlantic Mills, and American Silk
SpinningCompany,while othersrelocated:AmericanScrew
Company1949 to Willimantic, Connecticut,NicholsonFile
Company1959 to EastProvidenceandIndiana,andBrown
andSharpeManufacturingCompany1964 to North Kings-
town. Statewideemploymentin textilesdeclined58 percent
between1947 and1960;employmentdeclined20 percentin
metalsand machineryindustriesand increased2 percentin
jewelry. The successof firms like Gorhamand TextronCor
poration,one of the nation’s first conglomerates,could not
balanceindustrial failures.

Compoundingits loss of businessesand jobs, the city’s
older areasexperiencedurbandecay.Eighty percent of all
housingunits existingin Providencein 1980 hadbeenbuilt
before 1940,while only five percentof the city’s total dated
after 1960. Many large houseswere subdividedinto apart
ments,and the numberof rentedhousingunits soared.Of
41,000unitsconstructedbefore1940,only 8,000wereoccu
pied by their ownersin 1980. With a few exceptions,the
older a neighborhood,the higher its proportion of rented
units was, and a patternof neglectof propertyby absentee
landlords beganto appear.

Providence’smaineffort to improveits economicbaseand
to combaturban decaybeganin 1947 with the creationof
the ProvidenceRedevelopmentAgency PRA. At that time

Fig. 130: BenefitStreet, mid-I950s view to the northwest.
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eightareasof "arresteddevelopment"weredesignatedon the
fringes of the city where streetsremainedunpavedand
waterandsewagelineshadneverbeencompleted,andnine
"dilapidated"centercity areasweredesignatedfor clearance
of blight and for renewal.The federalgovernmentprovided
two-thirdsor three-quartersof projectfunds with theremain
dersuppliedlocally.

Over a thirty-year period, the PRA exercisedcontrol or
direct influence over approximately one-quarterof Provi
dence’slandarea.Some1,845buildingsweredemolishedto
clear279 acresof land. A total of $250 million in new con
struction was undertaken;2500 housingunits werebuilt in
projects such as University Heights, Wiggins Village, and
WeybossetHill; 20,000newjobswerecreatedby firms locat
ing in the West River and Huntington industrial parks, at
RandallSquare,andelsewhere.The PRA also oversawcon
structionof 5 schools,streetreconstruction,andotherpublic
improvements.Programsto assistpropertyownersto reha
bilitate existing houseswere administeredby the PRA in
FederalHill, the West End, Fox Point, College Hill, and
Mount Hope.

Although constructionof InterstateHighway 95 and the
PRA’s clearanceof deterioratedareasremovedsignificant
portionsof Providence’shistoric architecture,historic preser
vation hasbeenan elementin the city’s planning. In 1959
the City PlanCommissionandthe ProvidencePreservation
Society cooperatedwith thefederalDepartmentof Housing
andUrbanDevelopmentto publish CollegeHill, a demonstra
tion studyof historic area renewal.The studydocumentedthe

historical and architecturalsignificanceof the College Hill
areaandpresentedplanning recommendationsfor rehabili
tating the existingbutseverelydeterioratedbuildingsin the
area. Someof the recommendationswere incorporatedinto
the East SideUrban RenewalPlan, while the basicwork of
repairing houseswas undertakenby private homeowners
who agreedwith the preservationprogram. Residentsin
other parts of the city also haveembracedhistoric preser
vation,andmany historic propertiesthroughoutProvidence
havebeenrenovatedfor continuedliveability.

During the 1970s, an increasingnumberof commercial
and industrial buildings underwent rehabilitation. The
South Main Streetcommercialdistrict, part of College Hill
and an urbanrenewalarea, includedsomeof the first com
mercial restorationsin Providence.Since the enactmentof
federal tax incentivesin 1976 for renovationof commercial
propertieswhich are listed on the National Registerof His
toric Places,122 projectshavebeencompleted,particularly
downtown and in former industrial areaswhere old mills
and factorieshavebeen convertedto light manufacturing,
retail, office, restaurant,or residentialuses. From 1976 to
1984,the total investmentin suchprojectswas$89 million.

Important new construction projects have been under
takenprivatelyandwith governmentassistancein all neigh
borhoodsas well. Yet, Providence’seconomyhas not re
covered from the loss of manufacturingemployment,and
the city continuesto lose populationand businessto the
suburbs.

Industrial sectordeclinesmay be offset by increasesin
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serviceoccupations;a statewidetrend is suggestedby the
increasein serviceemploymentfrom approximatelyhalf of
RhodeIslandworkersin 1960 to 63 percenttoday.Develop
ment of new office space in downtown Providencecould
encouragethis sectorof the economy,andplanshavebeen
preparedto constructas much as 3.5 million squarefeetof
offices in the Capital Center developmentproject on the
northernedgeof downtown over the next twenty years.

Providenceremainsa city largelyconstructedin the nine
teenthcentury. The areaof colonial settlementon College
Hill is a nationally recognizedhistoric district of restored
housesand public buildings. The downtown containsa re
markably intact collection of office and commercialbuild
ings dating from 1860 to 1940, while the city’s other 17
neighborhoodsreveal their individual histories in their
housing, factories,parks, and other features.Many of the
most severelydeterioratedand antiquatedbuildings in the
city wereremovedthroughurbanrenewal,and the remain
ing well constructedand attractive buildings are an eco
nomic and visual asset,thoughmany still needrenovation.
Providence’sneighborhoodsare smallcommunitieswithin a
large metropolis where diverse ethnic and social customs
enrichdaily life. By 1970 the mix of foreignto nativeparent
agehad declinedfrom 70 percentas in 1910 to 26 percent.
The largestimmigrantgroupsin 1970 were Italians 10 per-

cent of the city’s populationand Irish 3 percent.Blacks,
who comprisedonly 1.5 percentof city residentsin 1910,
totaled12 percentor 18,546in the 1980 census,approximat
ing this group’s representationin Providencein the early
nineteenthcentury.Hispanicswho only recentlyhavebeen
countedas a significant populationgroup, accountedfor 6
percent of Providence’s1980 total. The city’s most recent
immigrantgroup,southeastAsians,accountsfor onepercent
of the population.

In 1986 Providenceis celebratingits 350th anniversary.
As the City’s residentslook backover threeandahalfcentu
ries of achievementand change,work is alreadyunderway
to transformthe centerof the city by reclaimingthe water
front. The MoshassuckandWoonasquatucketrivers will be
realigned and excess pavementdecking will be removed,
therebyopeningup new ProvidenceRiver views andallow
ing public accessalongits banks.Thisriverfront renewal,the
neighboring revitalization of the historic Downtown, the
developmentof Capital Center, and the ongoingpreserva
tion of College Hill and other neighborhoodsare healthy
proof of the City’s vigor. In Providence’s next 350 years,
its heritagewill continueto be usedas a resourcefor new
growth.

Edward F. Sanderson
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IV. PROVIDENCE ARCHITECTURE:
AN OVERVIEW

INTRODUCTION

The rich and variedarchitecturalheritageof Providence
includesthousandsof survivingbuildings,a few datingback
to theearlyandmid-eighteenthcentury,many morebuilt in
thelastdecadesof theeighteenthcentury,hundredsof early
nineteenth-centurybuildings, and the great mass of the
city’s historic fabric which dates to the latter half of the
nineteenthcenturyandthe first threedecadesof thetwenti
eth century.Numerically, mostof thesearchitecturallysig
nificant buildings are - or were - dwellings. The other
buildings - churches,schools,businessblocks, and facto
ries - though fewer in number,are just as important.

Unfortunately, none of the buildings erected in Provi
denceduring the seventeenthcentury,whenit wasa poor,
struggling, coastalhamlet,has survived. Every building in
the village savetwo houseswasdestroyedduring the Indian
hostilities of 1675-76. Those houses and all later seven
teenth-centurystructuresin Providencehave since been
demolished.This lossof seventeenth-centuryarchitectureis
typical throughoutNew England.

Providence’semergenceas a metropoliscoincidedin the
late eighteenthcenturywith that of the countryas a sover
eign nation,and the city grew and maturedalong with the
country as a whole. Its location on the East Coast - the
economic,political, andintellectualcenterof thecountry -

made Providencein many ways a microcosmof national
architecturalcurrents.But Providence’sarchitecturalstory is
not strictly that of the nation as a whole, for the city retains
its own specialflavor andcharacteristicswithin thisbroader
context.

This overview approachesProvidencearchitecturetypo-
logically. Buildings are consideredby type and in chrono
logical sequence:domestic,civic, commercial,ecclesiastical,
andindustrial. Thisformat hindersanalysisof chronological
developmentsandbroadstylistic trends,but theseaspectsof
local heritageare ably treatedin JohnHutchins Cady’s fine
book, Thc Civic andArchitecturalDevelopmentof Providence,
publishedin 1957.By comparingfunctionally similar build
ings, an architecturalanalysis can focus on forms, details,
concepts,and attitudesof local importance- autochtho
nousvariationson national or internationalthemes.

The architectureof Providenceis mainstreamprovincial
New England,typical of the whole yet exhibiting a number
of unique, distinctive characteristicsin several eras and
building types. The city was never an architecturalcenter;
neitherwasit a backwater.As earlyas the eighteenthcen
tury, Providencebuilding designerswere aware of, and
often had direct exposureto, the mostrecentarchitectural
developmentsin other largercolonial centers.Then, and in
lateryears,too, newideasappearedherein a timely fashion.
The designsof mostbuildingsare well conceivedandup-to-
date, but not extreme.Most are soundand well built; con
sequently,even neglected or dilapidated buildings often
remainsurprisinglysoundstructurally.

The city’s appearanceis heterogenous,with wide diver
sity of forms amongthe variousneighborhoodsof the city.
The small-scalelate eighteenth-and early nineteenth-cen
tury seaporttown is still evident along Benefit and its side

streets.The industrializationand commercialdevelopment
of the nineteenthand twentieth centuries produced the
large-scalecentralbusinessdistrict and the many industrial
buildings around the city. The residentialneighborhoods
that grewup during theseyearsvary considerably,from the
small cottages and tenements of immigrant workers,
through the streetcarsuburbs,to the large and elaborate
dwellings of wealthy industrialistsand merchants.As the
capital city, Providencenaturally has a large number of
monumentalgovernmentbuildings. Among thesevarious
sectionsandcategories,sizeandscaleof the buildings vary
considerably,as do their relationshipsoneto anotherandto
the streetsandopen spaces.Thereis, however,aconsidera
ble numberof pocketsthroughoutthe city wherea groupof
buildings, a street, or severalblocks convey a remarkable
senseof time and place.

Despitethe lossof its earliestbuildings andseveralmajor
changesto the city’s topography,Providenceretainsa sig
nificantportion of its architecturalheritage.Thesebuildings
project,as awhole,a strongsenseof locationandhistory-

theproductof aswell as thesettingfor a long andinteresting
development.

DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE

Housesare the largestand mostdiverseclassof buildings
in the city, andProvidence’sdomesticarchitectureis at once
its most familiar andoften its leastunderstoodbuilding type.
The oldest surviving buildings in Providencemake up a
small number of housesdating from the 173Os, and the
studyof Providencearchitecturehasgenerallybeenhitherto
limited to housesof the seventeenth,eighteenth,and early
nineteenth centuries. However, all the city’s dwellings
clearly help chronicle Providence’s growth and develop
ment down to the presenttime.

This essaypresentsa continuouschronologicaloverview
of Providence housing, considering form, use, building
technology,and style. Whereappropriate,social and eco
nomic implicationsare introduced.Only brief attentionhas
beendevotedto thoseperiodsfor which little hassurvived,
suchas the seventeenthcentury,or for thoseperiodswhen
little wasbuilt, suchas thepost-WorldWar II era.Thechron
ological divisions reflect general changesand as a result
constitutea somewhatartificial construct.
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Fig. 133: Post-and-beamframing, typical
I 7th-centuryconstruction.



1636-1730

The first buildings erectedafter RogerWilliams and his
followers settledin Providencein 1636 were houses,and
exceptfor a gristmill, a tannery,andseveraltaverns,houses
weretheonly recordedstructuresin Providencebefore1700.
Little documentationexiststo describetheseearlydwellings,
all but one of which was destroyedby fire during King
Philip’s War. The few late seventeenth-centuryhousesthat
survived here into the late nineteenthcentury when the
earliestsubstantialeffort wasmadeto record them suggest
that most followed the type which becameknown as the
"RhodeIslandstone-ender":a post-and-beamframedwell
ing with a massivestonechimneyat one end.A numberof
examplessurviveoutsideProvidence,and the development
of this andrelatedforms is treatedextensivelyin two land
mark studies,Early RhodeIsland Housesby Albert F. Brown
and NormanM. Ishamand Early Homesof RhodeIsland by
Antoinette F. Downing.

1730-1800

During themid-eighteenthcentury,Providencedwellings
- like their counterpartsthroughoutthecolonies- under
went significant changes in form. Seventeenth-century
housesfollowed thelate medievalEnglishvernaculararchi
tectural forms and building techniquescolonists knew in
their homeland.Graduallyduring the eighteenthcentury,
moreup-to-dateEnglishvernacularhousedesign,reflecting
the work of British architectSir ChristopherWren and his
contemporaries,becamepopularhere.

A handfulof housesdating from the 1 730sare the city’s
earliestsurviving buildings. They exemplify dwelling types
that remainedtypical throughoutthe restof the centuryand
well into the nineteenthcentury.Theevolutionof the house
plan is evident in two of Providence’soldesthouses: the
brick RichardBrown House1731,on the groundsof Butler
Hospital, and the BenjaminCushing,Sr. House1737, 40
North Court Street.Theoriginal portionof the Brown House
is roughly squarein plan, with a narrow hall running the
width of the houseat oneendand openingonto two rooms
on the otherside;a triangularchimney servesboth rooms.
This form is only onestepremovedfrom thewidenedstone
enderplan of the seventeenthcentury.The CushingHouse

is the earliest remaining dwelling built on a five-room,
center-chimneyplan.Thefive-roomplan,anenlargementof
the two-room, center-chimneyplan common in the seven
teenthcentury, appearedin the early 1 700sandbecamea
standardplanin Providencefor mosthousesfrom the 1 730s
until well into the nineteenthcentury. The centralposition
of the chimneystackaccommodatedthreefireplaceson each
floor at lessa cost than theconstructionof severalseparate
chimneys. Moreover, its location maximized radiational
heating.

By the 1770s,Providencebuildersbeganto use on occa
siona four-roomplanwith acenterhallway thewidth of the
building andtwo interior chimneystacks,a form which had
becomecommonin Newportby 1750.In Providence,its use
wasfirst limited to largeelaboratedwellingslike the Russell
House1772, 118 North Main Street,andtheJosephNight
ingaleHouse1791, 357 BenefitStreet,built for the emerg
ing mercantileelite. A variationof this plan,with theplace
ment of the chimneys in each of the four rooms on the
outsideend walls as in the JohnBrown House1786, 52
PowerStreet,appearedalmostexclusivelyin brick housesor
frame houseswith brick end walls like the Edward Dexter
House1795, 72 WatermanStreet.Theuseof the four-room
plan for granderhousesgaveemphasisto formal, ceremo
nial spaceslike hallwaysandstaircasesandgenerallyelimi
natedserviceroomsfrom themain bodyof thehouse.With a
fewtelling modifications,theeighteenth-centurycenter-hall
plan remained in use through much of the nineteenth
century,evenin thehouseswithno "colonial" allusions,and
wasrepeatedlycopiedin Colonial Revivalhousesof the late
nineteenthand especiallythe early twentiethcentury.

Both the four-room and the five-room plans provided
larger houses with more rooms than the rudimentary
seventeenth-centurydwellings.The increasein thenumber
of roomsin thesedwellings has,in part, less to do with the
sizeof families than with attitudestowardtheuseof interior

Fig. 135: John Brown House1786-88, 52 PowerStreet.

Fig. 134: BenjaminCushing, Sr. House1737, 40 North Court Street.
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spaceand increasingaffluence.Typically, the rear central
room of the five-room-planhouse servedas the "keeping
room,"wherethe fire in the fireplacewasusuallykeptgoing
and where meals were cooked and the family regularly
gathered.The front roomsare not soeasily classified.Meals
couldbe servedin oneon importantoccasions,andtheother
might serveas a parloror drawingroom; equally possible
was their useas sleepingchambers.

The five-room plan was used as well for two-family
dwellings. Studiesof eighteenth-centurydomesticarchitec
ture have long ignored such use, and scholarshave pre
sumedthat thesedwellingshousedone family or - in to
day’s parlance- one "extended" family. Mid-twentieth-
centuryrestorationof a numberof Providence’seighteenth
centuryhouseshasrevealedphysicalevidenceof two-family
use.Examinationof contemporaryhousesin rural areasalso
suggeststhat a sizeablenumberof five-room-planhouses
shelteredtwo independentfamily units, oneto a floor.

The post-and-beamsystemof framingcontinuedthrough
the eighteenth century for wooden houses.Heavy oak
beams,hewnor sawedto shapeandwith mortiseandtenon
ends,were usedfor sills, posts, plates,beams,and rafters.
Thesememberswere joined togetherby largewoodenpins
to form the basicstructureof the building. Once the basic
skeletonhadbeenraised,verticalboardswereappliedto the
exterior of the frame, andwindows anddoors were fitted
into openings in this siding. Clapboardand exterior trim
were applied directly over this siding, and on the interior,
lath-and-plasterfinish was installed.By the secondquarter
of the eighteenthcentury, the postsand beamswere not
generallyexposedon the interior, but casedandfinished.

- --------‘---

Brick cameinto usein Providenceafter the 1720s,when
excavationof WeybossetHill providedample clay. Despite
its availability, brick never becamea common building
materialin Providence,asit did in PennsylvaniaandMassa
chusettstowns during the eighteenthcentury.The brick or
brick-endhousesbuilt in Providenceduring the eighteenth
centurytendedto becostlyhousesfor the town’s wealthiest
citizens; the Richard Brown House 1731 was one of the
earliestbrick housesin the city.

Perhapsthe most obviouschangein eighteenth-century
domesticarchitectureoccurredin style. Comparisonof the
Richard Brown or BenjaminCushingHousesof the 1 730s
with the JosephBrown House1774, 50 SouthMain Street,
theJohnBrown House1786, or the EdwardDexterHouse
1795 illustratesthechangesin styleandsophisticationthat

hadtakenplaceduring thecentury.Thesechangesoccurred
gradually,asthe smallerhouseserectedin the 174Os, 175Os,
and 1 760sillustrate. Stylistic sophisticationacceleratedrap
idly just before the Revolution, however,as Providence
beganfirst to competewith andfinally to eclipseNewportas
the commercialcenterof RhodeIsland.

Severaldesign aspectsof the early eighteenth-century
Providencehousesdistinguishthem from earlierdwellings.
Housesbecamebigger, and the relative scaleof articulated
elementsshifted. Small sashwindows replacedcasements,
and in time, doors,now paneled,becamelarger and more
elaborately trimmed. Symmetry becamemore important,
andtheRenaissanceconventionof aligningsolidsandvoids
on two or more storiesobtained.Interior refinementsin
cludedplasteredceilings,smallerfireplaces,andmoreelabo
rate woodwork,sometimeswith bolection molding for the
more elaboratehouses.In the years just beforethe Revo
lution, detailing becamefaithful to Englishmodelsfound in
books like JamesGibbs’s Book of Architecture,publishedin
1728, and Swan’s Designs, publishedin 1745, as they be
came available here and provided examples for more
fashionable mantels and doorways. Joseph Brown, for
example,madeextensiveuseof the patternbookshe owned
or hadaccessto: for his own houseat 50 SouthMain Street,
he usedWilliam Salmon’sPalladio Londinensis1767 as the
source for the elaboratecurved roof, and Gibbs for his
mantelpieces.Particularly in the large elaboratehousesof
the early 1 77Os, interior woodworkbecamemoreelaborate
and robust. After 1760 or so, beveled molding began to
replacebolectionmolding,exceptfor the fireplaceframe;by
the I 78Os, wainscotingbelow the chair rail with wallpaper
or paintedplasterabovebecamepopular. Staircasesin the
four-room plan housebecamegrander,with deeperrunners
carryingthreeelaboratelyturnedandoften twistedbalusters
andrampedrails sweepingover thenewelpost. Suchforms
remainedpopularevenin thelargest,mostelaboratehouses
until theendof thecentury,andhouseslike theJohnBrown
House1786 or the JosephNightingale House1791 seem
somewhat retardataire in comparison with similar con
temporarydwellingserectedin Boston,NewYork, or Phila
delphia.

The constructionof large,expensivedwellingsprovidesa
foil for the many otherdwellingsthen a-building in Provi
denceandemphasizesthe vernacularqualityof suchhouses
as the William Snow House 1792, 94 Benefit Street. Its
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five-room-planform remainedthestandardvernaculartype
for Providence,with minorchangesin themore elaborately
articulatedelements:entrances,mantels,andstairs.In fact, it
wasonly with the constructionof mor elaboratebuildings
aroundthetime of the Revolutionthat Providencearchitec
ture beganto move beyondthe strictly vernacular.In the
years that followed, Providence domestic architecture
developeda significant form and style uniqueto the city.

1790-1835

Federaldomesticarchitecturein Providenceis distinctive
- more distinctiveperhapsthanlocal building of any other
period. During theseyears,Providence’sincreasingsizeand
wealth necessitatedthe constructionof many new houses,
and a largenumberare still standing.The new forms and
details coming into fashion were combinedinto a vigorous
architectureof special local characterdistinguishedby the
developmentof what onecanlegitimatelycall acharacteris
tic Providencehousetype.

The form and plan of houseschangedsignificantly from
thoseof theeighteenthcentury.EarlyFederalhousesarelike
their antecedents,save in detail, and the center-chimney,
five-room-planhousecontinuedinto the 1 820s, thoughits
popularity declinedafter the first decadeof the nineteenth
century.The center-hallplan appearedregularly,andits use
becameevenmore commontoward the middle of the cen
tury. Middle andlate Federalhousesshowdistinct changes
in basicform and plan, andtwo new plans evolvedduring
this period.

The center-hall,five-room plan cameinto common use
around1800 andremainedpopular throughthefirst half of
thenineteenthcentury.By theturn of thecentury,fireplaces
weremoreoften locatedon theend walls or on insidewalls

of thefront rooms,andthespacepreviouslyoccupiedby the
front stairsandthe centerchimneyin thefive-roomplan was
thusfreedfor useas a largerstair hall; otherwise,the older
plan remainedintact. In smallerhouses,achimneystackon
the rear wall servedthe kitchen in the rear center of the
building, as in theSamuelCarlile House1800, 87 Williams
Street.

The side-hall-plan,three-bay-facadehousebecamepar
ticularly popularafter 1810.The half-houseform hadbeen
known in the seventeenthand eighteenthcenturies,but it
seemsnot to havebeenparticularly popularhere.The Fed
eralhalf-houseplan derivedfrom standardeighteenth-cen
tury plans,particularly the center-hall,four-room plan.The
typical format includedadeepstairhall to oneside flanking

pairedrooms of more-or-lessequalsize. The stair hall did
not run the depthof thehouse,but stoppedshort to allow a
small roomat the rear. Earlyexamplesof thisplan oftenhad
a single chimneyfor back-to-backfireplacesin the front and
rearroom, as in the AbrahamStudley Houseca. 1807, 24
SheldonStreet. By the 1820s, fireplaceswere more com
monly locatedon the outsidewalls, anddouble or sliding
doors connectedthe two rooms.

The side-hall plan was particularly well-suitedto a new
typeof dwelling thatbecamepopularat this time, the double
house. Generally the entrancesfor double houses were
pairedin the centerof the facade,and the two units were
mirror imagesof eachother, asin theWilliam ChurchHouse
Ca. 1815, 27-29 Arnold Street.And throughoutthe nine
teenthcentury, the side-hallplan would remaina stapleof
Providencearchitecture;late nineteenth-centurymodifica
tions and adaptationsto vernaculararchitectureforms only
increasedits longevity.

At about the time that the side-hall-planhousebecame
popular, the serviceell, accommodatingkitchen,pantries,
rearentrance,andservicestairs,cameinto use as well. The
two- or three-room-to-a-floorarrangementof thehalf house
probably madethe removalof the kitchen to a rear wing
desirable.Ells seemto havebecomerelativelycommonasan
original featureafter 1810, and were fairly standardby the
1820s.Theell wasanintegralpartof theplan of anumberof
JohnHolden Greene’shouses,beginningwith the Sullivan

Fig. 139: William Church Houseca. l815, 27-29Arnold Street.

Fig. 138: Abrahamstuaieynouseica. 1807, 24 Sheiaonstreet.
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Dorr House1809, 109 BenefitStreet.The serviceell contin
ued to be the norm for many Providencehousesinto the
twentiethcentury.

In form, typical ProvidenceFederalhouseschangedsub
stantiallyfrom earlierdomesticexamples.Housescontinued
to be box-like, eithersquareor rectangularin plan,but the
introduction of the side-hall plan meant that such houses
were more frequently situated with their narrow ends
toward the street. The gable roof continuedas a standard
roof form, andoften hada longmonitor with small, sliding
windows along the flank. The hip roof meanwhile sup
plantedthe gambrelroof in popularity, particularly when
cappedwith a monitor top. It came into use in the 1790s
and remainedthe most distinctive Providenceform into
the 1 830s. Many of the monitor-on-hiproofs werefinished
with twin balustradesat the edgesof the hip roof and the
monitor top.

The shift in style during this periodfollowedEnglishand
American trends,but Providencebuilders dealt with new
forms anddetailsidiosyncratically,producinga lively inter
pretationof theFederalstyle that combinesbold detail with
the newly fashionabledelicateclassicalvocabulary,avocab
ulary introducedchiefly by the brothersAdam in England.
Inspired by the recently discoveredGraeco-Romanart of
Pompeii, the new decorative schemesrelied on classical
forms lightly handled: reeding,beading, garlands,swags,
rosettes,sunbursts.In additionto thesurfacedecoration,the
Adams also incorporatedoval rooms and corresponding
curvedexteriorbaysinto theirplans.TheAdaminfluence,as
translatedinto the American Federalstyle was primarily a

decorative,surfacestyle; its influence in Providencewas
little felt in building form. Only a few, largehousesincorpo
rated oval rooms and bowed exterior bays, notably the
ThomasPoynton Ives House 1806, 66 Power Street,and
the ThomasLloyd HalseyHouse1800, 1825, 140 Prospect
Street. Changesin scale and proportion emphasizedthe
lighter, moredelicatestyle. For example,windows became
slightly largerwith framescloserto the wall surface,andthe
second-storywindows no longer’buttedthe eavescornice.
This smoother,moreopen wall surfacewasa markedcon
trast to that of earlier houses.Detailing showsthe greatest
amount of changein responseto the new style, anddoor
ways, cornices,mantels,andstaircasesbeganto reflect these
changesbeginningin the 1 790s.

Doorways took several forms. Pedimenteddoorways
typically included a semicircularfanlight in a sunburstpat
tern; earlyexampleshadwoodmuntins,but aftertheturn of
thenineteenthcenturyleadedmuntinscreatedanevenmore
delicate effect. By 1805 or so, broad semi-oval fanlights
cappedthe door andits flanking sidelights,the whole sup
ported by slenderengagedcolonnettes.In someexamples
such as the William GreenmanHouse 1824, 24 Thayer
Street, a sunburst-patternblind fan was used. Another
popularform, a broad entablatureextendingover the door
andsidelights,wasoften decoratedwith a fan design,as on
the RussellPotterHouse1810-17, 26 JohnStreet.A sim
pler door treatmentuseda transomlight with delicatetrac
ery surmountedby an entablatureand consolebracketsas
seenon theJamesBurroughHouse1818, 160 PowerStreet.
One-story entrance porches, often finished with a bal

Fig. 140: Sullivan Dorr House1809, 109Benefit Street.
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ustrade,cameinto popularity at this time.
To accommodatea more elaboratecornice,the second

story windows on most housesno longer butted the eaves
cornice,and this spacereceivednew attention,with com
binationsof run moldings,modillions, dentils, or a pointed-
archpattern.After about1810,severalnewforms emerged,
including aropemolding,a row of ballsstrungon a rod,and
shapedmutules.Theseforms were found in the widely cir
culatedpatternbooks,most especiallyin the volumespub
lishedby AsherBenjamin,andthehandlingof theseparticu
lar elementsin varied ways shows the existenceof a lively
local carpentertradition.

On theinterior, one-storymantelscameinto commonuse
about this time, supersedingthe pedimented,two-story
form, andwide, often bow-front mantelshelvesbecamethe
norm. Often supported by slender pilasters or engaged
columns,the entablaturewasdetailedwith swags,garlands,
or fans.

StaircasesreflectedtheAdam influence,both in lightness
and form. The heavy carvedand turned balustersof the
eighteenthcenturygave way to slender,simple, turned or
square-sectionbalusters.Delicatescroll or fan patternsdec
orated the ends of the risers. The newel post, too, was
simpler, often in the form of an attenuatedRoman Doric
column.For thefirst time,curvedstairscameinto fashion.In
the simplestform, the straight-run,center-hallstair curved
180° at the top instead of breaking for a landing; John
Holden Greeneusedthis form in the Sullivan Dorr House
1809. Helical stairsbecamecommonin somevariationsof
the side-hall-planhouseandwereoften oval in plan.Proba
bly the most magnificentcurved staircasebuilt here at the
time is in the ThomasPoynton Ives House: the center-hall
staircurves1800as it reachesthesecondfloor, then risesin a
freestanding,oval-plan helix to the third floor.

Providencebuildersmodified the"textbook" Federalstyle
with peculiarlylocal touches.The mostprominentof these
was the introductionof gothicizing motifs. Not to be con
fused with the archaeologicalGothic Revival of the mid-
nineteenthcentury,Providence’s"Gothick" hasits originsin
the so-calledGothic Orderof mid-eighteenth-centuryEng
land,derivedthroughpatternbooks,mostparticularly those
of Battey Langley. The wiry grace of medieval motifs
blendedwell with theAdamesquevocabulary,asevincedby
theclusteredcolonnettes,Gothickcapitals,andtrefoil frieze
of the SullivanDorr House1809,wherethe Gothick,intro
duced by John Holden Greene,madeits first appearance
here.TheGothickcolonnetteswereusedfrequentlyon mid-

andlateFederalhouses,particularly groupedassupportsfor
entranceporches- as on the Dorr House - and singly
engagedas framesfor fanlight doorways,as on the Peleg
Boss House1824, 1208 WestminsterStreet.The Gothick
pointed-archmotif often appearedas tracery in entrance
transomlights.

Building technologychangedgraduallyduring the Fed
eralera.Theheavypost-and-beamframewith casedinterior
cornerpostscontinuedinto the newcentury,but somewhat
lighter framing becamethe rule in the mid- to late Federal
era. The use of a lighter post-and-beamframe with stud
walls and wind bracingbecameincreasinglycommon,and
this frame was hidden - not exposedon the interior like
earlierconstruction.Brick becamesomewhatmorecommon
for houses,andfor the first time its useseemsnot restricted
to themostelaboratedwellings;it remained,however,very
much the exceptionin Providence- particularly in contrast
to New York, Boston,or Philadelphia.

The characteristicProvidenceFederal house that had
emergedby the 1820sis well illustrated by the Abner Hall
House 1826-27, 116 Hope Street. A clapboard,3-bay-
facade,side-hall-planhouse,it standstwo storieshigh with
amonitor-on-hiproof. The side elevationis four bayswide,
with two end-wall, interior chimneys.A two-story service
ell, originally smaller and one-and-a-halfstories high,
stands at the rear. The house has quoinedcorners used
extensivelyhereduring the Federalera;a rope-like cornice
molding derivedfrom Asher Benjamin’sAmericanBuilder’s
Companion; and a blind, elliptical fan over the entrance,
flankedby sidelightsand framedby bandedGothick colon
netteswith bulbousfoliated capitals. In the interior, a long
stair hall allows accessto pairedparlorson oneside and a
small roombeyondthestairhall. Kitchen andbackstairsare
in theell. Thesameplanis basicallyrepeatedon the second
story. This houseform and its larger, often more elaborate
version with a five-bay facade and center-hallplan were
built throughoutthe city duringtheearlyyearsof the century.

1835-1875
The middle yearsof the nineteenthcenturybroughtgreat

changesto Providence’sdomestic architecture,as indeed
they did throughoutthe United States,England,and much
of Europe. The typical forms of the eighteenthand early
nineteenthcenturies dissipated as changing conceptsof
building requirements and increasing interest in pic
turesquenessencouragednew plans, forms, and styles.
America’s industrializationproducedtechnologicalchanges
in structural and servicesystems,facilitating quicker and
easierconstructionand bringing previouslyunknown com
forts to the many new housesthroughoutthe city.

This periodwasoneof significant growth and prosperity
for Providence.Providencewas a leading industrialcity in
the countryuntil the Panicof 1873 andthe ensuingdepres
sion. During theseyears,the city grew considerablyin al
mostevery quarter;streetafterstreetfilled with new houses.
TheCivil War yearsin particularwereprosperous,andfrom
the mid-1860scomesthe most completecontemporaryac
count of building in the city, thanks to a detailedseriesof
newspaperarticlesin the ProvidenceDaily Journal.

Construction methodschangedslowly. Post-and-beam
with studwalls andwind-bracedframing probablypredom
inatedby the 183Os, andits usecontinuedthrough muchof

1-ig. 141: Abnernail House1826-27, 116 Hope Street.
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the century. For the Lucien SharpeHouse at 140 Angell
Street,built in 1874, AlpheusMorse specified that

All timberusedin the framing. . . begood,sound,well
seasoned,straight sawedspruce, properly morticed,
tenoned,pinned, strappedor otherwisesecured. .

The wall framing to have sills 4" x 6"; plates4" x 6"
halvedtogetherandspikedat everyangle;girts 4" x 6"
commonstuds2" x 5" placed 12" from centers;braces
3" x 5"; posts5" x 7"; jambsstuds4" x 5".

Balloon-frame constructionmay have appearedin Provi
denceduring themiddleyearsof thecentury,but its first use
here remainsunrecorded.The increasinguse of power-
driven machineryto mill lumber made large numbersof
standard-sizeboardscommonlyavailable.Thedevelopment
of the machine-producedcut nail seemsto have had little
impacton framing in Providenceduring theseyears;its use
seemsto be restrictedto reinforcementof the bracing.Con
structionof masonrydwellings,on theotherhand,remained
largely unchanged;all exterior walls and certain interior
walls carriedthe weight of the building. Not until the early
yearsof thetwentiethcenturywasbrick or stonecommonly
appliedas a veneeron a wood-framehouse.

On the otherhand,technologicaldevelopmentswere be
ginningto revolutionizetheservicesystemsof houses.Heat
ing devicesbecameincreasinglysophisticated,and indoor
plumbingappearedfor the first time. Lampswere improved,
and gaslightingbecamecommon.

Stovesandfurnacesunderwentmajorchanges.Housesin
the eighteenthand early nineteenthcenturieshad been
heatedby fireplacesandlaterby stoves,with a fireplaceor
stovein eachprincipalroom. A centralheatingsystemprob
ably first appearedherein the ProvidenceAthenaeum,com
pletedin 1839. By the 1840s,heatingsystemswere readily
available in Providence:in 1847, Amos C. Barstow adver
tised in the city directory the recently patentedStimpson
Radiatingand Hot Air Range,a kitchen rangewith an op
tional "Hot Air Fixture, to heatan additional room, so ar
rangedas to preventthe possibility of the gas andsmell of
the kitchen from getting into the air-chamber."In 1853,
Wing & Watson’sWarming andVentilating Warehouseof
fered severalvarietiesof heatingsystemsand implements.
While fireplacesand stovesremainedcommonthroughout
thecentury,mostnew houseswereheatedby furnaces.The
gravity hot-air furnacewasthe first andmostcommon,su
persededby steamsystemsonly towardthe end of the cen
tury.

Indoor plumbingalso appearedduring theseyears.Early
systemsto providefreshwater andto removewastehadto
rely on individual wells andcesspoolsuntil the 1 870s,when
the city beganto supply water and sewers.Early indoor
bathroomsprobably first appearedin Providencein the
1830s,andadvertisementsfrom the 1840sindicatethat fix
tures were readily available from several distributers. In
1847, JamesEamesoffered "Smith’s PatentShowerBaths,
PneumaticshowerBaths,BathingTubsandPans"for salein
his store.A modern, indoor bathroomand the necessary
plumbingprobablyremaineda comfort availableonly to the
well-off until the later part of the century,and eventhen
most houseswerelikely to haveonly one bathroom-and
possibly a secondfor servants’use.

Gaslightingfirst appearedin Providencein the 1 840s.The
first American patent for gaslightingwas issuedto David

Melville of Newport in 1810, andthe first gaslightsystem
appearedin Baltimore in 1816. Providenceinstalled gas
streetlights in 1847, andconnectionsfor gas serviceto pri
vate dwellings becameavailable aboutthe sametime. Gas
wasproducedat this time by the distillation of coal, and its
usewas restrictedto illumination.

The technologicalrevolution accompanieda proliferation
of architecturalstyles, eachwith characteristicforms, plans,
anddetails.Until themiddleyearsof thenineteenthcentury,
Providencedomesticarchitecturedevelopedwith conscious
regardfor designsourcesat only the mostbasiclevel, with
designersandbuildersborrowinganelementhereandthere
from patternbooks,from contemporarywork elsewhere,or
from establishedlocal tradition. Thoroughknowledgeof the
national or international architecturalscenewas, at best,
limited. By the 183Os, this long traditionhadbegunto fade,
and Providencearchitecture,like that in other American
cities,beganto reflect thediversity of stylesproducedby the
interest in the picturesquethen occurring in Europe, Eng
land, and North America. During the mid-nineteenthcen
tury, thissearchfor picturesquenesstook theform of a series
of revivals of earlierarchitechture.

Mid-nineteenth-centuryrevivalismbeganto offer awider
range of stylistic alternatives,from the rare exoticism of
Moorish or Egyptianto the morefamiliar Gothic, Greek,or
Italiansources.Forhouses,Providence,like mostAmerican
cities, tended to favor the more traditional, more-or-less
classicallybasedstyles:Greek,Italianate,Bracketed,and-

later - the French Renaissance-inspiredSecondEmpire.
The Gothic Revival was employedduring mid-centurypri
marily for churches,but Providencedoesstill have a few
non-ecclesiasticalGothic Revival buildings.

The first of theserevivals was the Greek Revival, intro
ducedin this countryduring the seconddecadeof the nine
teenthcenturyandsoonacceptedas a nationalstyle appro
priate to a young democracy.Inspiredby late eighteenth-
andearlynineteenth-centuryexcavationsof GreekandRo
manruins and thepublication of measureddrawingsof an
cient temples,its popularity in thiscountrywasencouraged
by the Greek struggle for independenceduring the 1820s.
Both the continueduseof an accepted,classicalvocabulary
andthe romanticovertonesof associationwith thecradle of
democracyensuredthe GreekRevival’s primacy for nearly
twenty-five years. First seenhere in the Arcadein 1828, it
becamecommonfor housesin the 1 830sand lastedinto the
1850s.

Most elaborateGreekRevival houses,and few remainin
Providence,took the form of a temple: a rectangularblock
with a pedimentedportico acrossthe facade.This form ap
pearedrelatively seldomin Providence,but amodestexam
ple standsat 65 BenefitStreet.Typical GreekRevivalhouses
in Providencecombinedwell-establishedtypes and forms
with Greek-inspiredmotifs and somewhatheavier,more
typically Greek proportions.The temple-front portico was
occasionallyreducedfrom threedimensionsto two by the
demarcationof bayswith pilasterstripson thefacade,as on
the Samuel Slocum House 1846, 99 Power Street. More
common was the framing of cornersof the building with
pilaster strips which "supported"the deepentablature.In
such houses,the entrancewasoften set within a one-story
porticowith Greekcolumnsandan entablature.TheWilliam
H. Dyer House 1842, 378 Pine Street, is typical. More
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modestandmuchmorecommonGreekRevivalhouseshad
simpleentrancesframedby pilasterssupportinganentabla
ture, like the Luke CrossmanHouseca. 1849, 162 Orms
Street.

The emulation of the Greek temple brought changesto
scale. Housesbecamehigher and wider with larger scale
entrancesand decorativedetail achievinga senseof monu
mentalitynot foundin earlierhouses.Thisshift is illustrated
by a comparisonof the MosesBrown Ives House1835, 10
Brown Street,with theDanielHaleHouse1825, 37 George
Street:in thelaterhousethelargerwindowsaremorewidely
spaced,the entablatureis wider, and theangleof the roof is
broader;the size, however,is little changed.

GreekRevival housescontinuedto havewell established
floor plans.While the center-hall,four-roomplan remained
in use- e.g. the MosesBrown IvesHouse- the side-hall-
plan, three-bay-facadehousewith its gableside turnedto
ward the street, provided a type easily adaptableto the
Greek-temple format. Such end-gable Greek Revival
houses,like theIsaacChaseHouseca. 1842,293 Carpenter
Street,are quite common in Providence.Thesehousesfre
quently followed the double-parlor,side-hallplan that had
becomepopular for medium-sizedwellingsin the late Fed
eralperiod.

The Greek Revival dominatedin the 1830sand 184Os.
Block after block of thesetwo-and-a-half-story,three-bay-

facade dwellings with pedimentedend-gableroofs were
built throughoutthe city. Pine Streetin upperSouthProvi
dencewasoncelined with suchdwellings,and ahandfulof
fine examplesstill remains.This common vernacularinter
pretationof theGreekRevivalwasby far theprevalentform
hereandprovidedthebasisfor much of the domesticarchi
tectureof the nineteenthcentury.

During the 185Os, the Italianatereplacedthe Greek Re
vival as the most fashionablestyle. The Italianate cameto
America as a historical style as first interpretedby English
architects,andthe shift here,as in England,wasaway from
thesevere,lithic monumentalityof Greek-inspiredarchitec
ture and towardthe moreopulent texturesandpicturesque
forms found in Italian architecture.The two prime sources
for the Italianatealso definedthe two original strainsof the
style: the High Renaissancepalazzo, which servedas the
model- often generic- for countlessfoursquarebuildings
throughoutthe city, andthevernacularfarmbuildingsof the
countryside,which inspiredthe asymmetricalramblingvil
las of the period. The distinctionbetweenthesetwo strains
of theItalianatedid notlong remainclearcut,andduring the
twenty-five year period of the style’s popularit’, the two
strainsproduceda third that includeda wide rangeof houses
combiningcharacteristicsof eachform in varying degrees.

Buildings in the Italianatestyleshowan emphasison sur
face textureand color, with importantroles played by the
building materials.The most elaborateItalianatedwellings
were built of brick or stone.The brick usedin thesehouses
differed from that usedpreviously: it is a pressedbrick with
a smooth finish and laid with tight mortarjoints into a wall
that de-emphasizedthesmall, individual elementin favor of
the monumentalityof the whole; this effectwasheightened
frequently by the application of stucco or paint over the
brickwork to makea truly seamlesssurface.In thesehouses,
in contrastwith earlierstucco houses,the smoothsurface
servedas a foil for the bold trim. Brownstonewas particu
larly favored for stonework,either by itself or as trim for
brick walls. Granitewas usedoccasionallyfor someof the
countryhousesbuilt in Providence’ssparselysettledhinter
land.Theproportionof masonrybuildingsrosesomewhatin
the mid-nineteenthcentury,but masonryneverthreatened
the primacy of clapboardin Providence.Flushboard was

Fig. 142: Dustin Lacey? Houseca. 1847, 65 BenefitStreet;moved
herefrom 78 Marshall Street.

Fig. 143: William H. DyerHouse1842, 378 Pine Street.

Fig. 144: Menzies Sweet House 1850,
12 Arnold St.
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occasionallysubstitutedin simulationof the smoothbrick or
brownstonewall, as on the MenziesSweetHouse1850, 12
Arnold Street.

The Italianate palazzofirst appearedin London toward
the endof the 1820sin severalmen’sclubs, like Sir Charles
Barry’s Traveller’sClub1829. It appearedin thiscountry in
thelate 1840swith JohnNotman’sPhiladelphiaAthenaeum
1845-47. Thesebuildings establishedthe format for the
type: a monumental,symmetrical structure with Renais
sance-inspireddetail. Exterior articulation of the Italianate
palazzoform derivedfrom fifteenth- and sixteenth-century
Florentineand Romansources.Heavy rustication,pilasters
or engagedcolumns,or bracketedandbalustradedporches
framed the recessedfront door. Windows - sometimes
paired,sometimeswith roundedtops - wereusuallyheav
ily framedandcappedwith broad,projectinglintels on con
soles or with triangularpediments.The prominent cornice
- bracketedor with modillions - is a hallmark of the
Italianate.Thesebold details,set againstas smootha wall
surface as possible, createdstrong patterns of light and
shadow.As it hadin theRenaissance,this formalvocabulary
provided an ample selection of elementseasily combined
into a wide variety of compositions.

By thelate 1840s,aboutthesametime it appearedin New
York and Boston, the palazzoform had madeits domestic
debut in Providence.Large, imposing Italianate "palace"
housesbecamealmost commonby the early185Os,as seen
in such key examplesas ThomasTefft’s brownstoneTully
D. Bowen House1853, 389 Benefit Street,which closely
parallelsthe widely acclaimedCol. Thomas Moore House
1848 in New York, or AlpheusMorse’ssophisticatedT. F.
Hoppin House1853-55, 383 Benefit Street.

Large Italian palazzodwellings often incorporatedmore
elaborateplans than previouslyusedin Providence,plans
distinguishedprimarily by the proliferation of first-floor
roomsto accommodatespecializedsocialactivities.Theplan
of the Hoppin House,for example,focuseson the largestair
hail at the centerof the eastside;the entrancehall is in the
centerof the south side, and the principal rooms are ar
ranged symmetrically about thesehorizontal and vertical
circulation spaces.The Hoppin House providestwo main
entrances,one for pedestriansand onefor thosearriving in
carriages.This responseto two meansof transportationno
doubt encouragedthe cross-axialarrangement,a format

seenoccasionallyin large Federal-eraresidencesand popu
lar in similarscaledwellingsof the 1860s,‘70s, and‘80s, got
up in variousstylistic guises.

But in most Italianate houses,the standardhouse plans
servedwell. Many, like the BowenHouse,followed the cen
ter-hall, four-room plan as the basis for interior organiza
tion. TheSweetHousecontinuedtheside-hallplan popular
ized in the Federalera,andthis wasparticularly popularfor
the numerous three-bay-facade,three-story Italianate
dwellings built in the 1850slike the William B. Remington
House1859, 38 Maple Street.

The villa type owesits form to the vernacularof the Tus
canhills and theRomancampagna.The asymmetricalvilla,
often with a cornertower,beganto appearin the earlyyears
of thenineteenthcenturyin the work of JohnNashin Eng
land and slightly later in the work of arch-romanticKarl
Friedrich Schinckle in Germany.The villa wasparticularly
suited to suburbanand rural locations - the locus of its
birth, after all. Such buildings were typically irregular in
profile and plan with a variety of low gableand hip roofs,
varied window treatments,and loggias, porches,and bal
conieswhich provided views of the surroundingcountry
side.

Appropriately,thelargervillas in Providenceweregener
ally erectedto exploit a picturesquesetting. Providence’s
villas of the 185Osand ‘60s rosemostly on the fringesof -

or beyond- the settledpart of town. Severalwerebuilt on
the steepslopeof College Hill - the most fashionablepart
of town - to take advantageof the panoramicview to the
south and west. Both the Nightingale House 1854, 59
Prospect Street, and the Corliss House 1875-77, 45
ProspectStreet,standnearthe crestof the hill, overlooking
the city. Among the finest of this type are two housesbuilt
about1855 on EatonStreet,in the gently rolling topography
of then sparselysettled Mount Pleasant: the Charles S.
BradleyHouse,designedby ThomasTefft, and the adjacent
William M. Bailey House.Both are built of smooth,coursed
granite ashlarwith silhouettesof harmoniousirregularity,
particularly the Bradley House, closely patterned after
Richard Upjohn’s Edward King House 1845 in Newport.
The plans of these two picturesquehouses,however,are
more simple and derive from the traditional center-hall,
four-roomplan, thoughwith variety in thesizeandshapeof
rooms.

Fig. 145: ThomasF. Hoppin House1853-55, 383 Benefit Street. Fig. 146: Charles S. Bradley HouseCa. 1855, 235 Eaton Street.
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Mostappropriateto a rural or suburbansetting- ascon
ceivedby architectsof theday - theelaboratetoweredvilla
had limited appealin increasinglyurban Providence.Few
had both the meansand desireto live in pastoralisolation
beforethe days of masstransit,and the form wasgenerally
inappropriatefor thecity, evena city like Providence,where
detachedhousingwastypical. While the countryvilla never
becameapopularhousetype in Providence,the form,when
done,wasdone well.

Providenceproduceda handsomeand characteristiclocal
interpretationof the Italianatestylebasedon a combination

of the villa and the palazzo.Its asymmetryandwide eaves
are distinctly villa-like, but its overall form hasa morecom
pact quality, thanks to the very low, simple, hip or cross-
gable roof over thebuilding’s massand the lack of a tower
or complexroof configuration.Theplan of this form is irreg
ular, often in the form of a staggeredcross,andthe organiza
tion of interior spaceshows a breakwith traditional Provi
denceplans.Thesehousesoften employ additiveplanning:
the rooms are arrangedaroundthe centralcirculation core,
in contrastto the traditionalmethodof subdivinga squareor
rectangle.

Thishybrid form appearedhereabout1850 andremained
popular for more than two decades.The William Poynton
Bullock Houseca. 1850, 210 Angell Street, suggeststhis
form, but most Providenceexampleswere more tightly
massed,like the Henry B. Metcalf House1855, 12 Keene
Street, or Alpheus Morse’s RufusWatermanHouse1863,
188 Benefit Street. This mode, once introduced, became
somethingof a standardform and was adaptableto later
changesin style during the 1 870sand ‘80s: detailing in the
Swiss or Modern Gothic styleswasoften appliedafter the
vogue for Italianatehad run its course.

Only a stepremovedfrom this hybrid form was the ver
nacularinterpretationof the Italianate,the BracketedMode.
Thissimplified Italianate,characterizedchiefly by theuse of
bracketson cornices,hoods,andbaywindows,wascommon
in Providenceandenjoyeda longpopularity.It madeits first
appearanceherein what becamea distinctivelocal variant,
the transitional Greek/Bracketedhouse: the basic form is
that of the two-and-a-half-story,three-bayGreek Revival
dwelling set gableendto the street,but modish embellish
ments include round-headwindows, bracketedcornices,
and elaborateentrancehoods in place of porches.These
transitionalGreek/Bracketedhousesbeganto supersedethe
pure Greek Revival about1850 and continuedto appearin
Providenceinto the 1 860s. Brackets,the chief identifier of
thisvernacularmode,weremachinemadeandreadilyavail
ableat a low cost in largequantity. Thus,the basicvernacu
lar forms establishedby mid-centurywereregularly dressed
up with such trim. The ThomasA. RichardsonHouseca.
1849, 9 JohnStreet,is a fine and typical example.

Thethird major revival in Providence’sdomesticarchitec
ture during the middle yearsof thenineteenthcenturywas
theSecondEmpire,a freeadaptationof contemporaryFrench
revivals of FrenchRenaissanceand Baroquearchitectural
vocabulary. After the coup d’etat of 1852, which made
NapoleonIII Emperorof France,earlierFrencharchitecture
receivedincreasingattention,particularly as the new em
peror undertookextensivebuilding, rebuilding, and plan
ningprograms.Theenlargementof theLouvrein the 185Os,
Haussman’sboulevards,andGamier’s Opéra1861-74 re
lied heavily on seventeenth-centuryFrenchBaroqueforms.
Americansknew this Frenchwork throughthe much illus
tratedpopularpress,throughtravel, andthrough travelac
counts in newspapers.Architects knew French work
throughFrenchandBritish professionaljournalsandwidely
disseminatedvolumes of illustrations like César Daly’s
L’ArchitecturePrivée 1864 whichdepictedhundredsof city
housesandsuburbanvillas in andaroundParis.At leastone
local architect- E. I. Nickerson,who beganpracticein the
mid-186Os- owned a collectionof Daly’s books.

Among the prolific Americandesignersin theSecondEm-
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pire style were Gridley J. F. Bryant and Arthur Gilman.
Bryant andGilman,both Bostonarchitects,wereearlyprac
titionersof the SecondEmpire, and their work in the style
wasinfluential here beginning in the early 1 860s; both had
Providencecommissions,and their Boston work inspired
severalProvidencebuildings.

Bryant and Gilman designedthe first - and perhapsthe
best - full-blown SecondEmpirehousein Providence,the
GeorgeR. Drowne House1862, 119 Benefit Street,remi
niscentof theseventeenth-centurywork of J.-F.Mansartand
evenmoreof the contemporaryvillas in the Paris suburbs.
The two-storyhousesits on a highrusticatedbasement,and
its centerentranceis reachedby twin stairs.The three-bay
facadeis finished in flushboardwith heavyquoinsdefining
thebays;the centralbay is recessed.The high mansardroof
risesabovea balustrade.The DrowneHouseis a high-style
designof greatdistinction.

Suchexamplesof the SecondEmpireare relatively rarein
Providence.As more commonly interpretedin Providence
domesticarchitecture,the SecondEmpire becamesynony
mouswith classicallyinspiredbuildings trimmedwith elab
orate detail. The hallmark of the Second Empire is the
mansardroof, a double-slopehip roof namedafter the sev
enteenth-centuryFrencharchitectMansart.The roof was so
distinctive and fixed in popular imaginationthat the style
was and is commonly known as the Mansard Style. It
achievedwide popularity in the regionand no less in Prov
idence, where buildings great and small capped with
mansardroofs rose in every nineteenth-centuryneighbor
hood.The RichardHenryDemingHouse1870, 66 Burnett
Street,is typical of the larger and more elaborateof these,
and smaller versions include cottages like the Charles
DowlerHouse1872, 581 SmithStreet.Two-family houses
in this mode,suchas the Alonzo Stanley Houseca. 1872,
28 Arch Street, were particularly common in the middle-
income streetcarneighborhoodssouthand west of down
town that sprangup beginning in the years just after the
Civil War.

In addition to the rather lush surfacequality and the
mansardroof, the SecondEmpire introducedchangesin
massingandscale.SecondEmpire housesare usuallylarger
than their Italianatecounterparts,with higherstoryheights.

ProvidenceSecondEmpirehousesgenerallyfollowed two
major formats. The more common is the symmetrical -

usuallythree-bay- facadewith projecting centralpavilion
the recessedcentral bay with corner pavilions, found in
ParisianexemplarsandtheDrowneHouse,is typical only of
the mostsophisticatedexamples;in the absenceof the pro
jecting pavilion, a large entranceportico is substituted.
Thesehousesusuallyhadmore-or-lesssymmetricalcenter
hail or cross-axial-hallplans,oftenwith a largeserviceell at
the rear. The Horatio N. CampbellHouse1877; William R.
Walker, architect, 141 WatermanStreet,is representative.
The other format is the L- or T-plan block set narrow end
towardthestreetwith porchesset in the cornersat theinter
sectionof themainblock with sideblocks.The plansof these
houses,like their exterior forms, are lessregular than those
of the symmetricalblocks, but generally have a principal
stair hall near themiddle of the long block, a large parlor in
the narrow portion of the building toward the street, and
otherprincipal roomsin theshortblocks projectingfrom the
main block beyondthe porches.Suchbuildings were often

got up in the more BaroqueFrenchvocabularyassociated
with the SecondEmpire, like the JohnR. Cory Houseca.
1876, 37 Mawney Street.Occasionally,such houseswere
dressedin themoremedievalizingelementsof the Norman
farmhouse-inspiredvillas also published by Daly; - the

Fig. 149: GeorgeR. Drowne House1862, 119 BenefitStreet.

Fig. 150: Alonzo StanleyHouseca. 1872, 28 Arch Street.
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CharlesA. HopkinsHouse1877, 103 ParadeStreet,is fin
ishedwith thepseudo-half-timberingof late Gothic vernac
ular Frenchbuildings,andits porchanddormerdetailing as
well as the crestingon the mansardroof conformto details
in contemporaryFrenchwork in theParissuburbsandin the
English Channelresorts.Thesetwo forms may, in a basic
way, be seenas Frenchequivalentsof the Italianateforms:
one is formal, symmetrical,and generally urban in origin;
the other, informal, vernacular,and suburbanor rural in
character.

At its most basic level, the SecondEmpire was the roof
that becamea style,andit wastheroof that remainedpopu
lar longafter otherattributesof the style fadedfrom fashion.
Themansardwasusedin Providencedown to theturn of the
century,both in single- andmultiple-family dwellings.

The Greek,Italianate,and SecondEmpire werethe most
popular of the mid-nineteenth-centuryrevivals used in
Providencedomesticarchitecture,as they were in othercit
ies. Also seenin Providencewasthe Gothic Revival.Born in
England in the early nineteenthcentury and praisedby
Downing,Sloan,Vaux, Ranlett,andotherarchitecturalwrit
ers in the middle yearsof the century, it achievedonly a
minor vogue in Providence.William Grosvenor built a
Gothic villa, "Elmhurst," on SmithStreet in the mid-1850s
designedby Thomas Tefft, and Thomas Davis built an
evenlargerGothic country estate,designedby JamesBuck
lin, on the site of the VeteransHospital in 1869. Both of
theseand a third one on Elmwood Avenue have disap
peared.

Themostcommondomesticapplicationof theGothic Re
vival locally was the Gothic cottage. Characterizedby
steeplypitched cross-gableroofs, drip moulds, piercedor
sawn bargeboardtrim, and delicate porchesevocative of
medieval English architecture,such cottages were built
throughoutthe city in the 1850sand 1860s.The H. A. Hor
ton House 1864, 165 Williams Street, and the JamesA.
Winsor House1866, 234 Knight Street,are typical exam
ples.

Providencevernaculararchitectureof the mid-nineteenth
centuryfollowedprototypesestablishedin the earlyyearsof
the century.Thesmall, single-family housewasgenerallya
one-and-a-half-or two-story frame dwelling with its gable
roof set endto the street.The side-hall plan predominated,
reflectedin the three-bayfacadewith entranceto the side.
Two-family housesfollowed the sameformatraisedto two-
and-a-halfstories.Detailingwaslimited, generallyrestricted
to heavy window lintels, a transomlight abovea double
front door, and a hood over this entrance.Walls were cov
ered with clapboard.The ThomasHopeHouse ca. 1860,
552 PottersAvenue, is representativeof the single-family
type,andthe BurnsideRow 1867, on the westside of Zone
Street, of the two-family version.

1875-1900

The latenineteenthcenturywas a periodof greatgrowth
and developmentfor the United States.Overall, the last
quarterof the nineteenthcenturywas prosperous,and the
city expandedgreatly, with many new housesbuilt. Those
erectedduring theseyearsplaceProvidencewell within the
mainstreamof domestic architecturefor easternAmerican
cities, and someof the city’s very bestbuildings datefrom
this period.

Fig. 151: Charles A. HopkinsHouse1877, 103 ParadeStreet.

Fig. 152: JamesA. Winsor House1866, 234 Knight Street.

Fig. 153: burnside iww l867, Zone Street.
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Providencehousesof the last quarterof the nineteenth
centuryshowa markedchangeover thosebuilt in the mid
dle years. Constructionmethods,however,continuedwith
little change.Service systemsintroduced at mid-century
evolvedinto morepractical,efficient forms, andelectricity,
introducedin 1882,by 1900 wasprovidinga cleannewform
of illumination for many.Stylistically, theselatenineteenth-
century housesshow a wider rangeof forms and details
assembledinto complex compositionswhich makethis the
city’s most eclecticperiod of domesticbuilding.

While hot-air heatingsyst’mswereusedextensivelywell
into the 1870s,the closed,steam-heatsystemwith radiators
in eachmajor roombeganto replacetheless-efficienthot-air
furnace.Steamsystemswere availablehere as earlyas the
late 186Os,but theywereprobablynotcommonuntil at least
the late 187Os or early 1880s. Like mid-century furnaces,
thoseof the late nineteenthcenturyheatedwith coal, a fuel
that requiredconstantattention to the furnaceto maintain
equallevelsof output.Fireplaceswereusedincreasinglyless
for their heatingcapability than for their atmosphericqual
ity; thus, they were not found in every room, but only in
those where their presencecontributedto the characteror
ambianceof the room.

Improved water-supply and sewage-disposalsystems
madeindoor plumbingmoreeasilyavailable.Thenumberof
plumbers or plumbingcompaniesin Providenceincreased
from five in 1860 to thirty-four in 1881, somethingof an
indication of the increasinguseof indoor plumbing. Grow
ing demandcreatedthe need for an additional reservoir,
completedin 1875.The city beganinstalling sewersin 1872.
In addition to thesemunicipal improvements,advancesin
plumbing technology madeindoor systemsmore sanitary
thanbefore, eliminating much of the problemof sewergas
escapinginto dwellings through the drains. By the 1880s,
the plumbingof a substantialone-family dwelling hadbe
comemorecomplex,with toilets andwashbowlsincreased
in number.Whenbuilt, theLyman KlappHouse1886, 217
HopeStreet,a fairly elaborateandexpansivehouse,had a
toilet and washbowl on the first floor adjacentto the rear
stairs, a full bathroomon the secondfloor, andtwo sinksin
the service ell providing separatefacilities for washing
dishesin the pantry and for cooking and clean-up in the
kitchen; theremay well havebeena washbowl,toilet, and
water-storagetank on the third floor anda laundry in the
cellar.

Gaslightingwasgraduallyreplacedwith electricitytoward
the endof thecenturyfollowing the perfectionof the incan
descentbulb in 1879. The RhodeIsland Electric Company
wasorganizedin 1882,providingserviceto thecity. Electric
lighting gradually supersededgaslighting, for the new
power sourceprovided steadier,safer, andcleanerservice.
The availability of electricitywould, of course,revolutionize
many aspectsof domestic life after the turn of the century,
transformingthe kitchen in particular.

The searchfor picturesqueeffect through the use of his
toric forms and styles that characterizedProvidencemid-
centurydomesticarchitecturecontinuedinto thelastquarter
of thecentury,but the range,interpretation,and application
of such sourcesbeganto changeconsiderablyin the 1 870s.
The prevailingwindsof architecturalinfluencecontinuedto
blow acrossthe Atlantic from Englandand the Continent,
but Americanarchitectsbeganto createan increasinglydis

tinct Americanarchitecture,mindful of the pastand of con
temporarytrends,yet appropriateto the demandsand de
siresof Americans.Thesedevelopmentsoccurredprimarily
in the realmof detachedsuburbanhousing.Providence,as
a city with an unusually large proportion of detached
houses,was well within the mainstreamof domesticarchi
tecturalactivity during theseyearsandsawtheconstruction
of many handsome,stylish houses.

The eclectic approachto the use of sourcesand design
produceda lively architecturesomewhat less historically
"correct"than thatwhich precededor followed. Thiseclecti
cismallowedfor a certainfluidity amongthevarioussources
andstylesduring this periodand consequentlymakescate
gorization of them somewhatconfusing.There are several
major strains of style and form in Providence’sdomestic
building of thisera. Chief amongthem are theGothicmode
andthe Swiss mode - both relatively uncommon- and
the QueenAnne and the Colonial Revival, both of which
were extremelypopular.

TheGothichada long andimportant life during thenine
teenthcentury in bothEnglandandFrance,but its popular
ity for domesticusein theUnited StatesgenerallyandProv
idencespecificallywasmuch lesssignificant.During thelast
quarter of the nineteenthcentury, the Gothic mode was
interpretedin two ways: the High Victorian Gothic andthe
ModernGothic.

High Victorian Gothic was, both here and in Britain, a
polychromatic masonry mode more commonly used for
ecclesiasticalandcivic structures.Few High VictorianGothic
dwellings were built in Providence, and fewer remain.
The finest of theseis the F.W. GoddardHouse1878, 71
George Street, designedby Stone & Carpenter.Built of
pressedbrick, its light-color stone trim and stringcourses
give the building the style’s characteristic"streakybacon"
look, while theasymmetricalmassing,polychromeradiating
voussoirs,and hood molds intensify the medievalquality.
By 1880, the High Victorian Gothic had largely fallen from
favor in Providencedomesticarchitecture.



Morelong-livedand lessproscribedasa style is theMod
emGothic.ThetermModern Gothic is oneusedcontempora
neouslywith the constructionof thesebuildings, and it is
usedhere in the very broadestsenseto subsumea number
of medievalizingstyles, from the late CarpenterGothic to the
so called "stick style." Its sourcesare many andvaried: the
half-timbering of late medieval Europe; the vernacular
buildings of Switzerland,France,andScandinavia;the con
temporaryFrenchvilla Normand of Channelcoastresorts.
Likewise, its interpretationwasvaried, from the application
of a few trim elementsto a well-establishedhousetype, to
a completelynew form. The first exampleof ModernGothic
to appearin Providence, in 1866, was the Mrs. Edward
Brooks Hall House, 334 Benefit Street,designedby Alfred
Stone.In truth, it is very muchakin to theGothic cottagesof
the 1840s and 1850s in massingand roof form, but the
pseudo-structuralhalf-timbering, however timid, is new.
Pseudo-structuralhalf-timbering of this type becamethe
hallmark of the Modern Gothic, but despitesuggestionsto
the contrary,suchtrim canin no realsensebelocally under
stoodas a "rational expressionof thestructure"beneaththe
exterior covering.While theseelementsplayed a structural
role in the sourcebuildings, their use here was for their
associationalandpicturesqueeffect.

The Modern Gothic flourished in Providencefrom the
mid-1870sto the early 1880s, a brief reign similar to the
length of its popularityin othercenters.TheHenryF. Mason
House1874-75, 128 CongressAvenue,which makesam
ple use of the Modern Gothic applied detail, is a more-or-
less symmetricalstructure,but the proportions here differ
considerably from the usual symmetry of mid-century
Gothic cottages:the building is both higherand more em
phaticallyverticalwith narrowwindowsanda slim, project
ing centralpavilioncappedby agablewith bargeboardtrim.
One of the finest Modem Gothic housesin the city is the
toweredJohn E. Troup House 1876, 478 Broadway, de
signedby Walker & Gould: thehalf-timbering "frames" the
house,anddetail rangesfrom thetrefoil bargeboardson the
dormersto the Romanesquefront porch;hereis no revival,
but an eclectic mingling of influences.

The Swissstyle, fashionableduring the sameyearsas the
ModernGothic, wasa cognatestyle. The Swiss chalet,be
causeof its picturesquenessand associationalqualities,en
joyed a popularity in Newportin the guiseof informal holi
day houses. Based on the mountainside dwellings of
Switzerlandandintroducedin this countryby architectural
books and plates in the 184Os and 185Os, the style was
further familiar to many wealthyAmericansthroughtravel.
Characterizedby a particularlyirregularprofile, "structural"
detail, and wide roof overhang,the Swiss style is distin
guishedby matchstickandjigsaw detailing,particularly on
the porchesandbalconies.The stylewaspromotedfor sub
urbanandruralresidences,andthehandfulof Swisshouses
built in Providencewerein the suburban- thenstill almost
rural - neighborhoodof Elmwood. Both the William V.
Daboll House1872-73,now at 172 Daboll Street,and the
nearly mirror-imageHenry Valleau House1875-76, 130
Moore Street,illustratethe freneticallypicturesquequality of
thismode.MostProvidence"Swiss" houses,including these
two, werebuilt following a standardplan andform - here
the "AmericanVilla" introducedabout1850 anddressedup
in Swisstrim. Thechaletform, suchas RichardMorris Hunt

hardBrooksHall House1866,334 Benefit

1-ig. 156: John E. Iroup House1876, 478 Broadway.

Fig. 157: William V. Daboll House1872-73, 172 Daboll Street.
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usedon thehousefor Mrs. Colford Jones1866 in Newport,
seemsto havebeenrestrictedlargely to resorthouses.

While the Gothic and Swiss came in and out of vogue
within a brief period, the QueenAnne enjoyeda long, rich
period of high regard in Providence.Unlike the Modern
Gothic andSwiss styles, which were taken up by a small,
wealthy, andwell traveledelite, the QueenAnne style was
truly a popular style. It appealedto all classesand found
expressionin hundredsof Providencehousesfrom the most
grand to the most modest.The styleas it developedin this
countryderivesultimately from the QueenAnne of W. Eden
Nesfieldand RichardNormanShawin Englandbeginning
in the 1860s. Shaw’s work in particular was widely pub
lishedin architecturaltradejournalsandinspiredearlyemu
lation in this country. By the early 1870s,bothHenry Hob
son Richardsonand CharlesFollen McKim had begun to
translate Shaw’s Old-English-manormode into American
terms.TheQueenAnnecameinto fashionin theearly1870s
in centersof architecturalinnovation like New York and
Boston,and equally in placeswhere the elite of thosecities
decampedeachsummerlike Newport, theNewJerseycoast,
andBoston’sNorth Shore.TheQueenAnnebeganto appear
in Providencearound1880 and lingereduntil about 1910.

The QueenAnne houseof aboveaveragesizeandcost is
typically a richly textured,boldly massedstructure.Its plan
is organizedaround a central circulation core - a "living
hail" in the most elaborateeamples- with the major
rooms opening off this central space in an asymmetrical,
peripherallyadditive fashion.The versatility of the periph
erally additiveplan allowedfor considerablevariety in size,
organization,andmassing;designersexploitedthispotential
to a much greaterdegreethan previously.The roof of the
QueenAnne housetook on significantdesign importance,
usingcomplexforms andoccasionallyrisingasmuchas two
or two-and-a-halfstories in height. A favorite QueenAnne
motif wasthe roundor octagonaltower cappedwith a con
ical roof. Located often at one corner of the building and
occasionallyon one of the side walls, the tower - or a
similarly massedoriel window - addedto the picturesque
quality of the composition.Historical designsourcesfor de
tail includeFrench,German,colonialAmerican,andAdam-
stylearchitecture.Continuedinterestin surfacetexturepro
ducedscoresof houseswith at leasttwo - andsometimes
threeor four - cladding materials.Early elaborateQueen
Annedwellingsoften hada stoneor brick first storywith red
or greenslate as a second-storycover, with diaperworkor
pargetingin the gableends.The use of slate on the wall
surfaceis particularly characteristicof Providence Queen
Annehouses.More numerous,however,arethosedwellings
with clapboardon the first story and shingleon the second,
a wall treatmentusedhere into the 1930s.

The large, complex Queen Anne house,a form widely
publishedin the professionalpress,first appearedin Provi
dencein the late 1 870s.Its proliferationherecoincidedwith
the appearanceof the then most highly trained architect,
Edmund R. Willson, who had worked for the two firms
which led the way in promoting the QueenAnne style in
America: Boston’s Peabody & Stearns and New York’s
McKim, Mead & White. Stone & Carpenter’sEstherBaker
House1882, 179 HopeStreet,in the designof which Will-
son playeda key role, hasuncoursedSeekonkstoneon the
first story, slateon the second,anddiaperworkin the gable

ends;turnedpostssupporttheroofs of thecharacteristically
Aesthetic,Japanesqueporch andporte-cochere,andsmaller
turnedpostsscreenthesecond-storyloggia. Projectingbays
break from the block of the house, most noticeably the
prominentcornerbay at a forty-five degreeangleto thetwo
major side elevations.Such complexmassingintegratesthe
exterior with theperipherallyadditiveplan aroundthe cen
ter hall, but evenhere, the large hall servesmore as an
aggrandizedcirculation spacethan as a living hall.

The bold juxtapositionsof form seenin the Baker House
andcharacteristicof the earlyQueenAnne beganto disap
pearin favor of tightermassingduring the 1880s.In Edward
I. Nickerson’sFrederickW. Hartwell House 1883-84, 77
ParadeStreet,the broad hip roof slopes two stories to en
compassthe entranceporch,wrapping the prominentcross
gableon thefacade;thecomplexforms hereappearas easily
understoodpartsof a whole,notas a collectionof disparate
elements.Contrastof form and textureremainedan impor
tant part of the QueenAnne, but the handlingof this con
trastwas increasinglydisciplined. Stone,Carpenter& Will-
son’s Israel B. Mason House 1888, 571 Broad Street,
exploits thesecontrasts,but the whole compositionis tied

Fig. 158: EstherBaker Hoiise 1882, 179Hope Street.

Fig. 159: Hartshorn andHartwell Houses1883-84,81 and77 Parade
Street.
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togetherby horizontalcontinuity,abandingeffectthatvisu
ally tightensthe composition.By the 1 890s, this tendency
towardtighter massingwasevenmorepronounced,asseen
in thefirm’s JosephE. FletcherHouse1890, 19 StimsonAv
enue,wheretowersandoriels are smoothly integratedwith
the massof the building.

During the 1 880s,Providencearchitectsand buildersde
velopedan imaginativeandhandsomeversionof theQueen
Anne, basedsubstantiallyon New Englandcolonial archi
tecturalsources.In doing so, they largely set the coursefor
the city’s twentieth-century domestic architecture. The
QueenAnne/ColonialRevival of the 1 880sand1 890sis one
of Providence’smost characteristicforms, andthe Colonial
Revival that emergedby the turn of the centuryformedthe
basis of much of Providence’sdomestic architectureuntil
World War II.

Awarenessof "colonial" architecture including both
Colonial andFederalbuildings had,in a sense,nevercom
pletelydisappearedin RhodeIsland,astate,afterall, partic
ularly rich in examples.ThomasTefft lectured in Newport
on the topic in 1853, and popular articlesappearedduring
the 1850sand 186Os.The PhiladelphiaCentennialExposi
tion in 1876 focusedpublic attentionon thingscolonial. In
Providence,discussionsof colonial architecturetook place
within theRhodeIslandChapterof theAmericanInstituteof
Architects, establishedin 1875, and founding member
GeorgeChamplin Mason,Jr. of Newportheadedan A.I.A.
committeestudyingthe colonial; the committeereport was
publishedin the AmericanArchitect and Building News in
1881. The interestin colonial architecturebecamemanifest
in the city’s buildings in the mid-188Os.EdmundWillson
electedto "restore" an old housefor his own use in 1885
rather than to build anew: his efforts substantiallyaltered
theAlbyn Dike House1832, 88 CongdonStreet.It is telling
as an earlyapproachto the "colonial revivalization" of the
Federal-erahouse.Beginningaboutthesametime,architects
beganto incorporatecolonial sourcesmore frequently in
their designsfor new housesas well.

The QueenAnne/ColonialRevival that emergedin the
1 890scombinedcolonial motifs andforms in a picturesque,
asymmetricalformat. The Taft-Smith House 1888, 165
Hope Street, combines such typical colonial elementsas
pedimenteddormers, a Palladianwindow, and a gambrel

roofwith moretypically QueenAnnefeatureslike the corner
tower, paneledchimney,andcontrastingwall materials;the
compositionis balanced,but by no meanssymmetrical.The
gambrelroof usedhere was a particular favorite of Provi
dencearchitectsandbuildersandappearedthroughoutthe
1 890sandfirst decadeof the twentiethcentury,particularly
in a two-story versionwith the lower slopecontainingthe
secondstory andthe upperslopethe attic. Combinedwith
a conical-rooftoweron thefacade,the side,or at onecorner,
the two-story gambrelhousewasa typical Providencefor
mula. Angell & Swift handled this form deftly, as in the
HoraceE. RemingtonHouse1899, 170 Adelaide Avenue.

The popularity of this Queen Anne/Colonial Revival
makesthedistinctionbetweenthe two confusingat times. It
is primarily the gambrelroof that gives "colonial" flavor to
the Courtland W. Gilmor House1891, 19 Arlington Av
enue,designedby Charles F. Chase:the shinglecladding
andthe bay andoriel windowsare commonelementsof the
QueenAnne. The permit issued by the city is quite clear,
however,aboutthe perceptionof the houseat the time: "a
colonial wood & brick cottageabout 35 feethigh."

Fully realizedColonial Revival housesbeganto appear
here around 1890. The Stephen0. Metcalf House 1891,
132 BowenStreet,designedby Andrews,Jacques& Rantoul
of Boston, is a two-and-a-half-story,gambrel-roofhouse
which owes its form to mid-eighteenth-centuryprototypes,
like the JosephJenckesHouse1773, 43 Benefit Street,but
its scaleandproportionare stretchedfor greatermonumen
tality. The first-story bay windows flanking the centeren
trance are picturesqueQueen Anne touchesunrelatedto
colonial and Federalprototypes.On the interior, thecenter-
hall plan retainslarge parlors flanking the hall in the front,
but thelarge,off-center stairhall at the rearbreakswith the
symmetricalfour-room,center-hallplan. In contrastto simi
larly sized QueenAnne housesbuilt just previously - or
evenat the sametime - the Metcalf Houseis remarkably
restrained,with decorativetrim kept to a minimum, in the
spirit of the building’s colonial forebears.

The format of the Metcalf House becameincreasingly
popularduring theI 890s,andtheinterpretationof theColo
nial Revival by Providencearchitectsincreasinglyincluded
an eclectic use of eighteenth-and earlynineteenth-century
decorativeelements.Stone, Carpenter& Willson’s Sackett

Fig. 160: Horace E. RemingtonHouse 1899,
170 AdelaideAvenue.

Fig. 161: Stephen0. 1
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House1894, 177 GeorgeStreet,usesthe two-and-a-half-
story, gambrel-roofform, butits moreelaboratelyarticulated
exterior includesa Palladianwindow, ChineseChippendale
roof balustrades,colossalIonic pilasters,andanoval projec
tion a la ThomasPoyntonIvesHouseon thewest side.This
overscale,richly detailedformatremainedpopularfor Colo
nial Revival dwellingsuntil about 1910.

Inspiration from local examplesof early buildings first
beganto appearin the 189Os. For the first time in thebroad
trendof revivalismin the nineteenthcentury,thesourcewas
indigenous,and local architects looked to thesebuildings
and to their sources.Norman Morrison Isham began his
studyof earlyhousesin the late 1880s,and his Early Rhode
IslandHouses,publishedwith Albert Brown in 1895,wasthe
first scholarlybook on colonial architectureissuedin Amer
ica. While Isham’simportanceasa designerof newbuildings
is minor,hiswork asa restorationarchitectis great.Hesaved
a numberof major colonial buildings andshapedlocal atti
tudestowardpreservationin ways almostas significant for
the city’s physical appearanceas any new construction.
Stone,Carpenter& Willson were particularly active in the
earlystudy and adaptationof colonial architecture.By the
1870s,Stonehadacquiredcopiesof Salmon’sPalladio Londi
nensis and Gibbs’s Book of Architecture; significantly, his
copieswere thoseusedhere in the eighteenthcenturyand
passeddown through builders and architectsin the nine
teenthcentury. As early as 1881 the firm had designeda
Colonial Revival building contexturally related to local
sources:thelargeadditionto theWilliam GoddardHouseat
38 Brown Street is one of the first consciousattemptsto
borrowcolonialor Federalformsanddetailsfor usein anew
building. During the 1890s, Stone, Carpenter& Willson
madeuseof theinheritedpatternbooksin the designof the
RobertW. Taft House1895, 154 HopeStreet,drawingon
theeccentricogeegableroof illustrated in Salmonandused
by JosephBrown for his houseat 50 South Main Street.As
if to illustrate that they understoodthe original sourceand
its intendedapplication,they includedon thehouse’ssouth

side a conservatorywith the sameroof in half-round form,
a use intendedby Salmon.The Taft Houseeffectively rein
troducedthis form to Providence,and its subsequentresi
dential application is widespreadhere,particularly for en
tranceporches.

While the single-family houseunderwentmajor changes
in plan, form, and style, vernaculardwellings evolvedfol
lowing the plans and forms developedduring the middle
yearsof the century with detailing basedon that of high
styleQueenAnnearchitectureof morerecentvintage.Prov
idence’spopulationgrewrapidly during theseyears,mostly
becauseof the many immigrantswho settledhere,finding
work in Providencemills. The many vernaculardwellings
built on speculationor as investmentpropertyduring these
yearshousedtheseimmigrants,particularly in SouthProvi
dence,the West End, Olneyville, Federal Hill, and Smith
Hill.

The one-and-a-half-storycottageform remainedlargely
unchanged.TheAndrewDickhautCottages1883, 115-141
BathStreet,follow the three-bay-facade,side-hall-planfor
matusedin the earlyyearsof thecentury.By the 189Os,this
type often had a largebay window insteadof the two win
dows on the facade,anda full-width, turned-spindleporch
occasionallyran acrossthe facade,ason theDickhautHeirs
Cottages1897, 6-18 Duke Street.Thesesmall houseswere
sometimesembellishedwith patternedshinglework, a nod
towardthepreferenceforpicturesque,texturalwall surfaces.

The two-and-a-half-story,two-family house underwent
greaterchange. By the 1870s, squarebay windows and
bracketedcornices - a legacy of the Italianate Bracketed
Mode - beganto appearon this type,as seenin theJohnF.
Reilly House 1874, 32 CandaceStreet. Like high-style
houses,vernaculartwo-family housesbeganto show more
elaboratemassingin the I 880s:polygonalbay windowsoc
curred on both the facadeand side, and a cross-gableroof
beganto replacethe simplergableroof set end to the street.
The higher,cross-gableroof also allowedmorelight andair
into the attic story, and this spaceincreasinglyprovided a

83

163: John F. Reilly House1874,
32 CandaceStreet.



third living unit in the building. An alternativeto the cross-
gableroof wasthemansardroof, whichalso permittedthree
units in the building, as in the D. Russell Brown House
1880, 427 Pine Street.

On the interior, thesemultiple-family dwellings under
went severalchanges.During the last two decadesof the
century,separateentrancesfor the two units graduallyre
placed the old common hall. The units themselveswere
larger in general, with a greaternumber of rooms,both
sleepingchambersand parlors. And towardthe end of the
century,someof thesewerefitted outwith indoorplumbing,
thoughmost remainedsubstandardby today’sand - more
significantly - by the following generation’sstandards.

1900-1940

Providencecontinuedto grow during the earlyyears of
thetwentiethcentury,andby the time of the SecondWorld
War only a limited amount of vacantland remainedin the
city. New housingunits werebuilt particularly in thefarther
flung neighborhoodsbeyondthe centralpart of thecity: the
EastSide, Mount Hope, Mount PleasantandElmhurst, and
the North End. As in the nineteenthcentury, Providence
remained within the mainstreamof architecturaldesign
found in wealthy, urban, industrial-basedcities, but archi
tects and builders gave thesebuildings a local flavor -

particularly in the continuedpreferencefor detachedhous
ing for bothsingle-family andmultiple-family dwellingsand
in the use of old Providencebuildings as sourcesfor the
increasinglypopularColonial and FederalRevival modes.

Providence’searly twentieth-centurydomestic architec
ture falls into threebroadcategories:detachedhousing,ten
ements,and apartmentbuildings. Within thesecategories,
housingis mostmeaningfullydistinguishedby size,elabora
tion, and - to a lesserdegree- style. Detachedhousing
remainedbothnumerousand important, as it alwayshad.

High-density tenementsbeganto appearthroughout the
city, particularly in lower-incomeneighborhoodsas Euro
peanimmigration dramaticallyincreasedthe city’s popula
tion. Apartmenthousesfor middle-incomeresidentsbegan
to appear,though their numbersremainedrelatively small.

The detached,single-family, suburbandwellings of the
early twentieth century were considerablymore uniform
stylistically than thoseof the late nineteenthcentury. Like
mostof the country,Providencefavored traditional revival
modes- particularly the Colonial, Federal,and Georgian
Revivalsas well as vernacularFrench- overany dramatic
modernity.Varietybecamelessof anissuethan it hadbeen
in the nineteenthcentury, though subtle modulationsof
styleat the handsof local andregionalarchitectsproduced
many high-quality revivalist houses.

TheColonial Revival, well establishedhereby the 189Os,
continuedto dominatethe domesticsceneuntil World War
II. The overscaled,frame, two-and-a-half-story,center-hall
Colonial Revival houseremainedpopular until the time of
the first World War. Thesehousesgenerallyfollowed elabo
rateversionsof the old four-room plan,often with an ell to
the rearto accommodateextensiveserviceareas;the Edward
B. Aldrich House1902, 144 Meeting Street,designedby
Stone,Carpenter& Willson, is typical of such houses.

The use of specifically Providenceprototypesas seenin
the Taft Housebecameincreasinglycommon after 1900.
While the JosephBrown House’sogee gable roof was re
peatedconstantlyon the entranceporchesof housesacross
the city for severaldecades,the use of later prototypesalso
becameprevalent. Given the high quality and distinctive
local characterof Providence’sFederalarchitectureas well
as the interestsand finesseof local practitionersin the early
twentieth century, it is not surprising that Providenceen
joyed a well-accepted,long-lived, and high quality Federal
Revival, a logical extensionof the Colonial Revival. The
seminal work for this developmentis Pendleton House
1904-06,224 Benefit Street,built to the designsof Stone,

Fig. 164: PendletonHouse, Museumof Art, RhodeIsland Schoolof Design1904-06, 224 BenefitStreet.
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Carpenter& Willson by S. 0. Metcalf as a gift to the Rhode
Island Schoolof Design to housethe first major publicly
accessiblecollection of American decorative arts in this
country, a bequestto the school of CharlesPendleton.Its
interior derives directly from Pendleton’sown house,the
Edward Dexter House1799, 72 WatermanStreet;but for
the exterior, EdmundWillson choseas his inspiration the
work of JohnHoldenGreene,whosebrick, monitor-on-hip-
roof dwellingsare amongthe city’s most distinctive. Will-
son’s protg, Norman M. Isham, soonfollowed Willson’s
examplein his ratherarchaeologizingdesignfor the W. C.
BronsonHouse1910, 140 Morris Avenue.

Fig. 165: W.C. Bronson House1910, 140 Morris Avenue.

While the Pendletonand BronsonHousesare unique in
their degreeof imitation of Federalhouses,they neverthe
less fosteredthe FederalRevival in Providence.Willson died
in 1906 andIsham turnedincreasinglyto restorationwork,
but other membersof the youngergenerationof architects
began to work in the Federal Revival style, interpreting
rather than copying. The Gilbert A. Phillips House 1911;
Clarke, Howe & Homer, architects,236 GeorgeStreet,em
ploys a FederalRevival form and detailing, but its plan is
much freer than thoseof the Greene-inspireddesigns,with
the stairsoff the centralhall to the eastanda doubleparlor
on the bowfront west side. The FederalRevival remained
popular - particularly on the East Side - through the
1920sandinto the 193Os,whenElizabethG. Wood erected
a brick dwelling at 72 Manning Street,designedby Samuel
Church,principal in Howe & Church.

In addition to the strictly Colonial and FederalRevival
houses,thereis a relatively small groupof housesfrom the
192Os and 1930s that combinesthe early American with
English Regencyand rural, vernacularFrench sourcesin a
lively and distinctive fashion.The housesin this group are
often larger, more sophisticatedhouseswith varied and
elaborateplansderivingeitherfrom moresymmetricalGeor
gian examplesor from the rambling format of Frenchfarm
houses.Particularly Frenchin feeling is the EugeneGraves
House1924, 195 GeorgeStreet,designedby Albert Hark-
ness; this L-plan house has a richly textured surfaceand
highly irregular articulation and presentsa picturesque-

almost pretty - image. The Mrs. Herbert A. Rice House
1932, 25 Cooke Street,alsoby Harkness,is moreRegency
in feeling, particularlywith its delicatelatticework"Regency
Oriental" porch. Thesesourcesare seencombined in the

Fig. 166: Adolph W. LcksteznHouseii/-39, 54U cole Avenue.

Adolph W. Eckstein House 1937-38, 540 Cole Avenue,
designedby VernaC. Salamonsky.Here the format is more-
or-less center-hallcolonial; the rough,whitewashedstone
exterior recalls Norman or Provencalfarmhouses;andthe
delicatelatticedporchesandelliptical windows in the gable
endsare EnglishRegencyin inspiration.The eclecticrevival
housesof the ‘20s and ‘30s generally remainedlimited to
big, expensivehouses,but a few of the easily borrowed
designelementswere adapted for smaller, more modest
dwellings.

Justas the three-bay,side-hall-planhouseset endto the
streetenteredthe realm of the vernacularin the mid-nine
teenthcentury,so did Georgian,Colonial,and FederalRe
vival types in the early yearsof this century. As early as
1910, the small, shingle-clad,gambrel-roofhousebeganto
appear;theE. W. MarchantHouseca. 1910,324 NewYork
Avenue, shows the influence of colonial forms. Similarly,
the frame, two-and-a-half-story, center-hall, gable-roof
dwelling becamea standardform aboutthesametime. Usu
ally simplein detail, this form beganto appearfrequently in
theseconddecadeof thecentury,usuallywith aporchon at
leastoneside of the houseandoftenwith one-storyporches
oneopenandoneclosedor aporchandanattachedgarage
flanking the main block of the house.The gambrel-roof,
so-calledDutchColonial basedon eighteenth-centurypro
totypesin New York and New Jerseyand the center-hall
colonial foundpopularity throughoutthe 192Osandinto the
1930sas middle-class,single-family dwellings rose in the
previously undevelopedpartsof the city, especiallyWash
ington Park,MountPleasant,andthe EastSide.Many such
houseswere built speculatively,from standardplans and
without the direct involvementof an architect.

The lure of the Colonial Revival remainedstrong,but it
did not prevail exclusively.The Tudor Revival found accep
tancehere,particularly for upper-middle-incomehomeown
ers. The Tudor Revival representsa continuation of the
strain of romanticfantasythatbeganto emergein the nine
teenth century, specifically the overtly rural, picturesque
form. In that sense,the Tudor Revival owes a greatdeal to
the QueenAnne of the late nineteenthcentury,but it lacks
the eclecticismof the QueenAnne. Twentieth-centuryTu
dor Revival is at oncemuch morearchaeologicalandmuch
less fussy than nineteenth-centuryQueen Anne; it also
shows an economyof meansin its expressionin contrast
with the elaborationfor its own sakeof the QueenAnne.
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The Tudor Revival first appearedin Providencearound
the turn of the century. Architect Prescott0. Clarke de
signeda fine, full-blown TudorRevival residencefor himself
in the late 1890sat 203 BlackstoneBoulevard;illustrated in
AmericanArchitect in the fall of 1897, it typifies the Tudor
Revival as it becamepopular here through the 1930s.The
househas a strongly asymmetricalplan, brick first story,
stucco-and-half-timberoverhangingsecondstory, steeply
pitchedandhighly articulatedcross-gableroof, anda tower,
hereservingasa vestibuleat thefront entrance.Many Tudor
Revival houseshad leadedcasementwindows, valued for
their picturesqueperiod quality, particularly when filled
with stained glass.The John J. Gilbert House1927, 525
Cole Avenue, has a window of almost church-like scale
dominatingthefacade.TheTudorRevival remainedpopular
into the 1 930s,but its styleandformsweregenerallylimited
to housesof substantialsize and cost; unlike the Colonial
Revival, it had little effect on smaller,cheaperhouses.

The major alternative to the Colonial Revival-inspired
forms for the smallerand medium-sizehousewas thebun
galow.Basedin the Arts andCraftsmovement,especiallyas
promotedby GustavStickley in The Craftsman,the bunga
low enjoyeda greatpopularity in this countryduring the
first third of the twentiethcentury.Oneof the earliestexam
ples in Providenceis the FrankHorr House1908-09, 166
CongressAvenue,designedby Murphy, Hindle & Wright. A
one-and-a-half-story,clapboard-claddwelling, it has a
large, wide, front porch and a low-pitch, cross-gableroof
with broaddormers.Providencebungalowswere typically
cladin shingleandhadwide eaveswith prominentbrackets
or exposedrafters,as on theC. AlbertJohnsonHouse1914,
131 WarringtonStreet.The tripartite window with a wider
centerwindow - similar to the so-calledChicagowindow
on contemporarycommercialbuildings and a precursorof
the picturewindow - often dominatedthe facadeof such
houses. Plans of local bungalows varied, but generally
lacked the opennessof the most ambitiousexamplesof the
type, related to the Prairie School work of Frank Lloyd
Wright and his contemporaries.The most typical plan lo
cally wasa sort of "double-barrelshotgun"arrangementof
two parallelrowsof roomsthedepthof the house;a variant
placeda living room the width of the houseat the front of
the building, with the parallel rows to its rear. Both these
plans are similar to ones introducedin nineteenth-century

vernaculardwellings.
As well as thesethreestylistically definabletypes,Provi

dence has a largenumberof relatively "styleless"houses
similar to thosebuilt between1900 and1940 throughoutthe
country. Most of theseare medium-size, two-and-a-half-
story, box-like houses,usuallywith a front or side porchand
often with a high hip roof and wide eaves.Many of these
were built on speculation,and the form was further dis
persedby companieslike Sears,Roebuck& Co. or Alladin,
which produced house kits shipped nationwide. Such
housesare relatedto earlierpattern-bookhousesandto later
tract housesby virtue of the method of diffusion of a form
overa broadareaby meansof a commonlyusedpublished
source.

Diagnosisof style in early twentieth-centuryhousesem
phasizesan importantconsideration:just asdomesticarchi
tectureis bestunderstoodas beingof severaldifferent types,
soare housesof thisperiodmostmeaningfullydistinguished
by sizeandelaboration.While the Tudor Revival remained
moreor lessan upper-incomephenomenonandthebunga
low moreor lessamiddle-incomeone,the majorityof Prov
idence’searly twentieth-centuryhousesfell generally into
the categoryof regularly - andoften symmetrically- ar
ticulatedboxes.Themajordistinctionbetweenmostof these
houseswasthe numberof rooms,particularly parlors,sitting
rooms,andservicerooms; the sizeof rooms;the elaborate
nessof detail,both insideand out; and thequality of finish
materials. A large house like the JeannetteB. Huntoon
House1925; Jackson,Robertson& Adams, architects,63
Manning Street,would normallyhavea largeliving room, a
library, a largedining room,amplehalls, anda largekitchen
with pantriesandlaundryroomson thefirst floor as well as
four or five commodiousbedroomson the secondfloor;
detail - in this instanceFederal-derived- is abundanton
both interior and exterior and renderedin more expensive
materials.A moremodestandtypical houselike theRichard
D. Allen Houseca. 1918, 112 EverettAvenue,would likely
have a middle size living room twelve by twenty feet
and dining room twelve by fourteen feet, plus a kitchen
andpossiblya lavatoryon the first floor - in addition to a
porch - and threeor four equal-sizetwelve feet square
bedroomswith usually one bathroomon the secondfloor.
Window and door frames, picture-moldingrails, and the
singlemantelpiecereservedfor theliving room are all inex

Fig. 167: Prescott0. Clarke House1896,203 BlacksfoneBoulevard. Fig. 168: Frank Horr House1908-09,166 CongressAvenue.
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pensive, stock lumberyard items, as are any exterior trim
details.

Providence’spopulation reachedits peak during these
years,creating thegreatestdemandfor housingin the city’s
history. Thelargestsinglegrouprequiring housingwasthe
immigrant population that poured into Providencefrom
Italy, Russia, and easternEurope. While Providencehad
experiencedsignificant immigration beginning in the mid-
nineteenthcentury, it was of a lessermagnitudethan that
beginning around 1890. Providenceby and large retained
low-density,detachedhousingthroughthe nineteenthcen
tury, and in 1900 less than five percent of all dwellings
housedmorethan two families.Unlike New York or Boston,
wherea traditionfor row housingexisted,Providence’sten
ementswerealmostexclusivelydetachedbuildings: thepre
dominantform was the triple decker.

Housesaccommodatingthreeunitsbeganto appearin the
late nineteenthcentury, and the triple decker began to
emergeas a distinct form in the 189Os. The triple deckeris
a deep, narrow, three-storystructurewith three identical
living units,oneto a floor. Most triple deckershavea porch
for eachunit built oneover the other andextendingthe full
height of the building. The form is common throughout
urbanareasin southernNew England,including metropoli
tan Boston andcities to the southandwest.

Primarily a tenement,the triple deckervariedsomewhat
- like the single-family dwelling - in sizeandcost. Most
were intendedfor lower-incomefamilies andprovidedonly
rudimentaryquarters:parlor, kitchen, bedrooms, and -

only occasionally- bathandtoilet facilities. Theseprolifer
atedon the side streetsoff Atwells Avenue,alongThurbers
Avenue,and in the North End. A stepup from thesewere
those with an addeddining room or secondparlor andat
leastthreebedroomsaswell as abathroom.Thesewerebuilt

throughoutSmith Hill - GoddardStreetandOaklandAv
enueare lined with them - South Providence,andoff of
Main Streetnorth of Randall Square.A few were built for
middle-incomefamilies andprovidedtheamenitiesof acon
temporarysingle-family dwelling: stained-glasswindows,a
fireplace,an ample pantry, and several bay windows for
additional light and air. Thesewere most often found in
Elmwoodor the East Side.

The triple deckerin Providencepredominatedin inner-
city neighborhoods,near industrialareas,and along street
car lines. In alreadybuilt-up areas,triple deckersroseon the
backs of lots - or on remaining vacant lots from which
existingbuildingshadbeenmovedbackspecificallyto make
way for a new triple decker; those on Benefit Street were
constructedassuchinfill after theturn of thecentury. In less
settledareas,they appearedin rows,lining severalblocksof
streetafter street, as on Meni Court and Weiss Court in
South Providence.Many were built in groupsby a devel
oper, who constructeda pair or groupsof three or more;
Harry Weissin SouthProvidencebuilt a total of twenty-two
nearthe intersectionof Broad Streetand ThurbersAvenue.

The proliferationof triple-deckertenementswas a cause
of concernin Providencefrom the momentthey appeared.
The Improved-TenementCorporation was establishedin
1900 to provide inexpensivedecent housing. Among the
foundersof this beneficentgroup were architectsAlfred
StoneandHoward K. Hilton, who contributedtheir profes
sional services to the corporation’s projects. In 1900, the
corporation purchased38 and 40 TraverseStreet in Fox
Point, repairedthe interiors and exteriors, constructedsix
outdoor water closets, and installed sidewalks, "leaving
somespacefor flower-beds."In 1905, the corporationbuilt
a brick tenementwith nine three-room units, three two-
room units,andthreefour-room units; locatedat the corner

Fig. 169: Cohen,Sobolewski,and Chase Triple-deckers1926, 200-202, 204-206,and 208-210OaklandAvenue.

87



of Livingston and Stockton Streetsin the North End, the
building was designedby Stone, Carpenter& Willson. In
addition, the corporationagitatedfor the passageof a com
prehensivestate tenementlaw.

By 1915, the spreadof the triple decker had becomea
concernamongcity leaders;nearlytwo hundredtriple deck
ers were built in 1911 alone. Many triple deckerswere
cheaplyconstructedand werebuilt leaving little or no space
betweenbuildings. Plumbingwas often primitive, whenit
existedat all, andlack of maintenanceresultedin deteriora
tion. To remedysuchproblems,the ProvidenceChamberof
Commerceinauguratedthe General Committee on Im
provedHousing in Providence,chairedby local architect
andhistorianJohnHutchinsCady.To assesshousingprob
lemsin the city, the committeecommissioneda studyfrom
JohnIhlder. His report, The Housesof Providence:A Studyof
PresentConditions and Tendencies,publishedin 1916, ana
lyzed the overcrowdedconditions of tenementsand con
comitantsqualorin the city and its moreheavily populated
suburbs.Ihlder criticized cheaplybuilt triple deckers,partic
ularly thosejammedseveralto a lot. Following this study’s
recommendations,a housing act was introducedinto the
GeneralAssembly,andstatelegislationwaspassedin 1923,
allowing Providence’sfirst building code in 1927.

In 1920, the Improved-TenementCorporation sold its
properties,returnedits capital to its investors,andwent out
of business,chiefly becauseof its inability to affectimprove
mentsto low-incomehousingon a broad,community-wide
basis;its twenty-oneunits, thoughmodels of cleanliness,
efficiency, andeconomy,did not inspire a similarly enlight
ened attitude on the part of other Providencelandlords.
Only with theadventof federallysubsidizedhousingaspart
of the New Deal in the I93Os did large-scale,low-income
housingbecomefeasible.

In 1939,thecity createdthe ProvidenceHousingAuthor
ity in responseto federaland statelegislationinitiatedwith
the Wagner-SteagallAct of 1937 andbasedon the concept
of uplifting the poorby providingdecenthousing.By erect
ing public housing - a place where the poor could reside
temporarily to get back on their feet - the government
hoped to break the cycle of poverty. To this end,several
housingprojects in Providencewere begun: Chad Brown

1941, in the northwest part of Smith Hill, and Roger
Williams 1942, in SouthProvidence,werethe first of these,
andotherswerebuilt into the 1950s.Theearlyprojectswere
erectedin rows of four to six units; thesetwo-story, clap
boardor brick-clad buildings havelow gable roofs and no
ornamentationandare setin woodedlots with ampleyards.
This sort of "gardenapartment"format derivedultimately
from plannedsuburbanresidentialcommunitiesof the early
part of the century.

In additionto theprominenttriple-deckers,a newform of
housingbeganto appearin Providenceafter the turn of the
century, the apartmentbuilding. Ihlder’s book, published
just at the time apartmentswere first being built in Provi
dence,pointed out that suchhigh-density,close-quartered
living had long beenprevalentin Europe. This European
phenomenonwas the direct inspiration of the so-called
Frenchflat, introducedin this country in Boston and New
York after the Civil War. Built primarily for middle- and
upper-middle-incomefamiliesandbachelors,theFrenchflat
conceptwas readily acceptedin both cities. Its appearance
here,however,waslateandlimited. TheAylesworthApart
ments 1889, 188-194 Broad Street, is the earliestdocu
mented example,and while theseflats - completewith
sevants’quarters- were immediatelyoccupied,the notion
obviously did not appeal to Providenceresidents:nearly
fifteen years passedbefore the next apartmentbuildings
were constructedhere,and they varied considerablyfrom
the Aylesworth’sluxurious Frenchflat concept.

Three buildings on Medway Streeterectedaround 1905
are among the first doumentedexamplesof Providence
apartmentbuildings,andout-of-the-wayMedwayStreet,on
the East Side,has remaineda unique enclaveof apartment
buildingsbuilt over a numberof years.TheE-plan,2½-story
framebuilding erectedby William P. Powersat 11 Medway
Streetandthedeep,narrow,3-story,framestructureereded
by EmmaRisingat 153-157MedwayStreetare earlyexper
iments in the apartmentform. The Rising Apartmentsre
semblean overgrown triple decker,but its sizeand inclu
sionof morethanoneunitper floor signifya distinct change.
TheE plan of the PowersApartmentsintroducesa form that
becamefairly standardfor early twentieth-centuryapart
ments,the organizationof the building arounda courtyard.

Figs. 170 and 171: Tenementson Hassan Streetnow RussoStreetfrom Ihlder’s Housesof Providence1916 and the Chad Brown HousingProject
1 941-42; 1950-51,Chad Brown Street - the problem of and solution to low-incomehousing in the first half of the twentieth
century.

88



At 18-20 Medway Street, the Laura C. Powers Apartment
Building shows the fully developedapartmentform: an L
plan,3-storybrick structurewith ten housingunits,eachof
four to six rooms including living room, dining room,
kitchen,bath, and bedrooms.

Theseearlyapartmentsclearly hada middle-incomemar
ket, for similar structureswerebuilt overthe following thirty
years,particularly on the East Side and in Elmwood. One
Providencearchitect,F. W. Woods,specializedin thedesign
of apartmentbuildings at this time. In 1912 and 1913,hede
signed and oversawthe constructionof not less than five
suchstructures:the Minden, 123 Waterman;theWhitmarsh,
86 Whitmarsh; the BuenaVista, 228 BlackstoneBoulevard;
the Washington,98 Irving Avenue;andthe Lafayette,380
Lloyd Avenue.The largestof these,theeight-storyMinden,
containedsomesixty-odd units; the others,all three-story
buildings, containeda more standardrangeof eight to fif
teenunits and lackedelevators.But despitethis suddenac
ceptanceof the apartmentbuilding, Providence did not
wholeheartedlyembracethe type, and it remainedinfre
quenthere in comparisonwith other cities.

1940-1986
The Depressionhadslowed new constructionduring the

1930s, and government-imposedbuilding restrictions and
materialsshortagesduring World War II broughtresidential
constructionto a standstill. After the war, however, there
wasno surgeof newhouseconstructionfor severalreasons.
RhodeIsland’sindustrialeconomicbasehadbegunto erode
in the yearsafter the First World War, andthe state’sposi
tion asan economicleaderwas lost in the post-WorldWar
II years.Theindustriesthat remainedin thestateoften relo
cated to suburbansites, andtheir working forces followed,
enjoying for the first time the automobile-orientedmobility
of the suburbsestablishedin the 1920s and ‘30s. Provi
dence’spopulationpeakedat 253,504in 1940 and beganto
declineconsiderablybeginningin the post-waryears,elimi
nating much of the demandfor new housingconstruction.
Finally, that Providencehad little vacant land after about
1930 meant that there were only a few locations for new
houses.Thus, Providence’spost-wardomesticarchitectural
history is a brief postscriptto what preceded.

New domesticconstructionhasbeenlimited to two basic
types:the single-familydwelling andtheapartmentbuilding
or complex. Both types are significantly different in form,
function, style, and scalefrom early twentieth-centuryex
amples,andthevarietywithin thetwo typesis considerable,
especiallyin light of the small numberof examples.

The single-family dwelling remainedthe most popular
form of new housing, and mid-twentieth-centurysingle-
family dwellings divide into two basic types: the stylish,
architect-designedhouseor the standardtract house.As a
rule, the moreexpensivehousesare architectdesignedand
often located on one of the vacant lots scatteredthrough
alreadybuilt up neighborhoods.Tract housesin generalare
lessexpensiveranchor split-level housesbuilt as agroupon
newly openedparcelsof land.

The long popularity of revivalism - and the colonial in
particular - dissipatedafterWorld War II, andhousesbuilt
after 1945 show a markedbreakfrom earlierbuildings.This
breakwith the pastmanifestsitself in theabsenceof histor
ical detail andproportion,theuseof additiveplanningbased
on strictly functional and economic demands,and bold
massingthroughthe juxtaposition of geometricforms.

The earliestmodernist housein Providenceis the Regi
nald J. White House1940,Barker & Turoff, architects,325
Laurel Avenue. Its smooth, stuccoedexterior punctuated
with metal-framecasementwindows andplate-glasspicture
windows, its flat roof, its horizontalsilhouette,and its crisp
geometricalmassingrecall the work of Le Corbusieror Lud
wig Mies vanderRohein the Internationalstyleof the1920s
and early ‘30s.

Modem housesof the 195Os abandonedthe crystalline
quality of the Internationalstyle cubesfor the overhanging
roofs, bolderasymmetry,and more richly texturedsurfaces
of Frank Lloyd Wright, particularly his Usonianhousesof
the 193Os.The MatthewJ.ShermanHouse1951, 210 Lau
rel Avenue, the PeterBardach House 1958, 33 Intervale
Road,andtheBurleigh B. GreenbergHouse1958, 6 Wood
land Terrace,show suchinfluence.Sincethe 1950s,only a
fewsuchmodernhouseshavebeenbuilt, mostof themmore
geometric in form with complex roofs and natural-finish
vertical-boardsiding,inspiredby the SeaRanchcondomini
ums designedby Moore Lyndon Turnbull Whitaker and
built in California in the 1960s. The JosephP. Esposito
House1974-75,2 WoodlandTerrace,is a typical example.

More common than theseone-of-a-kindhousesare the

Fig. 172: The WhitmarsnApartments1913, 86 Whitmarsnstreet.

JosephP. LspositoHouse1974-75, 2 WoodlandTerrace.
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tracthousesbuilt on the fewnew parcelsof land developed
after the war. While the city was largely built up by 1940,
severaltractsbecameavailable as institutions consolidated
landholdingsand sold excessland and as redevelopment
clearedsomeinner-city parcels:Swan Point Cemetery,But
ler Hospital, and Brown University deaccessionedproperty
on theEastSide,andanorthernportionof SouthProvidence
becamethelocus for new houseson thesiteof razedslums.
Mostof thesetracthousesare ranchhousesor formsderived
from the ranchhouse.

The ranch house,born in the suburbs following World
War II asmanyfled the city, is a one-storydwelling with a
low-pitch roof andhorizontallinesandusuallyconsolidates
living quartersandgarageor carportunderoneroof. While
the much-toutedfunctionalism of one-level living and a
more-or-lessopenplan owes a debt to modernistarchitec
ture, most ranchhouseshavebeenembellishedwith shut
ters,porches,anddecorativedetail evocativeof earlierstyles
soreveredby revivalistsduring theearlyyearsof thecentury
and firmly fixed in the collective taste of the public. The
simpleranch house,in turn, begotthesplit-level houseand
theraised-ranchhouse.Thesplit-level househasits entrance
anda significantportion of its living spaceat groundlevel,
a location halfway betweenthe other two levels; the bed
roomsaregenerallyhalf a flight of stairsabovegroundlevel,
andthe family room - anew term to designatethe techno
logically advancedstateof the erstwhilesitting room, com
plete with televisionand its various offspring, stereo,and
gamingtable - andgarageare half a flight downstairsand
partially below grade.The raisedranchplacesthe entry at
groundlevel on a landing halfwaybetweenfloors; themain
floor is half a story above ground, and the bedroomsare
locatedhalf a story below ground.A deck accessibleto the
upperstory through a sliding-glassdoor, is a usual accou
trementof the raised-ranchhouse,just as the terraceand
sliding-glass door often appearat the rear of the ranch
house.Many of the ranchhousesin Providencedependon

"colonial" motifs for inspirationof detail,suchas the Harry
FractorHouse 1964, 6 FaunceDrive, with a FederalRe
vival-type entranceor the almost symmetricalRichard E.
LoebenbergHouse1968,50 FaunceDrive, with a tetrastyle
pedimented portico. The raised-ranch houses built on
Willard Avenuein 1976 aspartof the ComstockRedevelop
mentProjectare typical of thegenre,with imitation shutters,
imitation clapboardwall covering,andvaguely "colonial"
front porches.

Constructionof apartmentsfar outstrippedthat of single-
family dwellings. Unlike the single-family dwelling, most
post-warapartmentbuildings andcomplexestetided to be
built on cleared,reclaimedland andgenerallyrepresenteda
restructuringof living patternsin thecity. Thisradicaldepar
ture was, not surprisingly, largelydue to the increasingex
ternal influenceof federalgovernmentpolicy that had first
been felt in the late 193Os,and its effectshave been felt
citywide. Public housing, urban renewal, and subsidized
housingwere all eithergovernmentfundedor government
supported.

Thepublic-housingprojectsbegunjust at thebeginningof
World War II continuedinto the 1950s.TheseincludeValley
View 1949, in northernMount Pleasant;Admiral Terrace
1951, adjacent to Chad Brown on Smith Hill; Codding
Court1951 and Hartford Park 1953, westof Olneyville;
and Manton Heights 1953, in the westernpart of Provi
dence.Thegarden-apartmentformat establishedin the early
projects remained the model for low-income housing, as
seenas lateas 1966 in theprivately financedWiggin Village
in the WestEnd.

The garden apartmentwas also the model for the few
apartmentcomplexesbuilt in post-warProvidence.Univer
sity Heights 1967 is a complex of two- and three-story
brick-cladunits arrangedin informal quadrangles.Both Uni
versity Heightsand the nearbyMoshassuckSquareApart
ments1973 werebuilt on land clearedaspartof the urban
renewalof College Hill and Lippitt Hill.

Fig, 174: University HeightsApartmentComplex1962-68, 525 North Main Street.
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The other majorresidentialform introducedfor multiple-
unithousingduringtheseyearswasthehigh-riseapartment.
While apartmentbuilding hadbeenintroducedhere in the
earlypart of the century,thepost-warhigh-riseapartments
resemblethoseearlybuildings less than they do the ideal
ized buildings envisionedby InternationalStyle architects:
the Dexter Manor Apartment Building 1962 on Broad
Street sits monolithically in a verdant park adjacentto a
wide highway,theform andsettingrecallingLe Corbusier’s
"Plan for a City of 3 Million Inhabitants."The bestof these
is Paul Rudolph’s Beneficent House 1967, 1 Chestnut
Street,a brick-clad, irregularly massedbuilding at onceboth
more visually compelling and more humanly scaledthan
other slab-like buildings. Beneficent House was built as
housing for the elderly, subsidizedby the Departmentof
HousingandUrbanDevelopment.

In additionto thesenew forms of multiple-unit housing,
Providencegaineda largenumberof additionalunitsduring
theseyears through the conversionof large, older houses
into apartmentsor - beginningin the 1970s- condomini
ums. Particularly in the less affluent parts of town, nine
teenth-centurydwellingshavebeendivided into units,from
as fewas two, to asmanyas tenor twelve. Providence’sfew
row houseshavebeensimilarly subdivided,with oneunit to
a floor in mostexamples.

Providencedomesticarchitecturehas severaldistinguish
ing aspects.Much of thecity’s housingis two-and-a-half-or
three-story, wood-frame, detached buildings. Brick was
readily available after 1725; the Nayatt Brick Yard in Bar
rington producedbrick in quantity by the mid-nineteenth
century.In addition,Westerly’squarriesprovidedgranitefor
much of southernNew England. Still, most Providence
houseswere frame, while those in many other cities were
brick or stone. And while the numberof multiple-family
dwellings surpassesthat of single-family houses, these
multi-family dwellings are generally two- and three-family

detachedhouses,not row housesor apartmentbuildings.
Providencehasneverhadmanyrow houses,andthis small
number has been diminished in this century. Apartment
buildings are almost exclusivelyan early twentieth-century
phenomenon,andthe numberof apartmentbuildings that
are convertedsingle-family dwellings is greaterthan those
built as such.

The city’s domesticarchitecturehasfour periodsof activ
ity thathaveleft discernible,locally characteristicgroupsof
houses,with severalspecific forms within thesegroupsthat
are intimately linked with the city: late Federal1805-30,
Italianate 1845-75, Colonial Revival 1890-1935, and
building rehabilitationandrecycling in the twentiethcen
tury, particularly sincethe mid-195Os.Providence’sdistinc
tive late Federalbuildings are associatedwith architect/
builder John Holden Greene, his apprentices,and his
followers; thesesharecommonforms anddetail the Goth
ick in particularandadistinguishingroofform, themonitor
on hip. The Italianate of mid-centurywas popularizedby
local architectsThomas A. Tefft and Alpheus Morse and
includes,as well as the more typical Renaissance-derived
forms, a Romanesque-basedmode and a pervasive local
type, the Greek/Bracketedtransitional mode; the Renais
sanceRevival enjoyeda longpopularity,well into the1870s.
The Colonial Revival began to develop here in the mid-
1 88Os, andovera twentyyearperiodproducedanumberof
ample Queen Anne/Colonial Revival dwellings with tur
retedtwo-story gambrelroofs. Theemergenceof a vigorous
FederalRevival about 1900 acknowledgedwhat eventhen
was perceivedas oneof the city’s finer momentsarchitec
turally; the FederalRevival remainedpopularthrough the
193Os. The impact of preservationactivity in Providence
constitutesa major building campaignandhassignificantly
informed aestheticsensibilities,from "Green Village" on
JohnStreetin the 1920sthroughBenefit Streetin the 1950s
and 196Os to the West Side, Elmwood, and the Armory
District in the 197Os and 1980s.

Fig. 175: BeneficentHouse1969, l ChestnutStreet.
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CIVIC ARCHITECTURE StateHouses

Civic architectureincludesa broadrangeof publicly built
and/orpublicly usedbuildings.Collectively thesebuildings
morereadily reflectthe senseof communityandself-esteem
of the citizenswho build andusethemthananyotherclassof
buildings.Further,theyare usedby a broadersegmentof the
city’s populationthan othertypes,andtheseusersgenerally
share little more than citizenship; wealth, taste, class,
education,and beliefs vary considerablyamongthem. By
bothuse andintent, thesebuildings are landmarks.

Providence’s civic architecture,like that of most other
cities, comprisesthe greatestpart of its most elaborateand
impressivebuildings. Public buildings are less idiosyncratic
or insularandsharemorein commonwith similar buildings
elsewherethanother classesof buildings. Indeed,the his
tory of architectureis often told largely through civic ex
amples.Particularlyfor severalof Providence’smostimpor
tant public buildings, the best context for understanding
them is the regionor the nation rather than the city. This
essaywill not attemptto discussthesemajor buildings ex
tensively:severalare coveredin standardhistoriesof archi
tecture,andall receiveintensive coveragein the inventory.

This essayapproachespublic buildings with severalbasic
premises.Public buildings are both important historically
and architecturally and relatively few in number. And
becausetheyare moreoften "mainstream"architecture,they
havesomewhatlessstrictly local designquality than other
classesof buildings; thus, the particularly local quality of
severalbuildings or sub-classesof buildings becomesmore
importantandrequiresgreaterattention.

Civic architecturecanbe divided into many sub-classes.
This essay will consider several separateclasses: state
houses,city halls, public office buildings,public schools,pri
vateschools,policeandfire stations,libraries,hospitals,and
transportation-relatedstructures.

The first public building erectedin Providencewasa Col
ony House,andProvidencehashada total of threeColony
or State Houses.Completedin 1731 on the siteof 24 Meet
ing Street,the first Colony Housewasdestroyedby fire in
1758; its appearanceremainsundocumented.The second
Colony House 1763, 150 Benefit Street, and the State
House 1892-1904,90 Smith Street, are buildings of na
tional importance.TheColony Houseis amongtheoldestof
its type still standingin this country; its form today reflects
its evolution during the yearswhenit was usedas a state
houseuntil thecompletionof McKim, Mead& White’s mar
ble StateHouseat the turn of thecenturyandthenasa court
house.The presentState House, one of Providence’sand
RhodeIsland’sgreatbuildings,is a monumentof the Ameri
can Renaissanceand one of the key buildings of the most
importantarchitecturalfirm of its day.

Town and City Halls
Offices for municipal governmentdid not existuntil well

into the eighteenthcenturyandweredevelopedin a random
manner for the next hundred years. Providence town
governmentneedswere first servedby severalroomsin the
MarketHouse1773 in MarketSquare;after 1795,thetown
also used part of the 1723 CongregationalChurch at the
cornerof Benefit and College Streetsfor meetingsand of
fices. City fathershadseenthe needfor a city hall asearlyas
the 1840s,but the city did not evenpurchaseland for sucha
building until 1854;constructionfinally beganin 1874.The
City Hall, completedin 1878, is designedin the Second
Empirestyleclosely associatedwith public buildings erected
acrossthecountryduring the 1860sand1870s;unlike many
of these, however,it still standsin an extremelywell pre
servedstate,in vivid contrastto themanycity hallsthathave
beendemolishedor heavily altered. A fine building at the

Fig. 176: ProvidenceCounty Court House1924-33, 250 BenefitStreet.
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time of its construction,it becomeseven more important
sinceits major public spacesare now in theprocessof being
carefully restored.

Public Office Buildings

Other than state houses and city halls, the first public
office buildings werethosebuilt by the federalgovernment.
The earliestof thesewere customshousesandpostoffices,
and as the federalbureaucracygrew in the nineteenthand
twentieth centuries,it requiredmoreoffices and buildings.
The statebeganto constructoffice buildings in the second
half of the nineteenthcenturyas its judicial and executive
branchesexpanded.As city governmentexpanded,how
ever, its offices were nearlyalways locatedin rentedcom
mercialspace,usuallynear City Hall.

Providence’sfederalbuildingsareby far theleast"local" of
thisclass,and their contextis well explainedin Lois Craig’s
The Federal Presence.These buildings include Ammi B.
Young’s Federal Building 1857, 24 WeybossetStreet;
Clarke & Howe’s FederalBuilding 1903-08 on Kennedy
Plaza; Jackson, Robertson & Adams’s Federal Building
Annex 1939-40 on Exchange Terrace; and Robinson
GreeneBeretta’s FederalOffice Building 1983, 380 West
minster Street.

State office buildings include a seriesof importantcourt
housesas well as executiveoffice buildings. The Superior
Court Building 1877; Stone& Carpenter,architects,which
stoodat 250 Benefit Street,was oneof the mostelaborately
renderedHigh Victorian Gothic buildings erectedin Rhode
Island: a highly picturesqueblepd of French Gothic and
Lombard Romanesquedetailing, the building was asym
metrically massedwith a variety of dormers,turrets, and
chimneys,andits pointed-archdesignwasparticularly well
suited to the building’s awkward, steeply sloping hillside
corner site. It was replaced with Jackson, Robertson &
Adams’s ProvidenceCountyCourt House1924-33.Much

larger than the first court house,it relatesstylistically to its
neighboringeighteenth-and nineteenth-centurybuildings
in useof materialsand,by skillful breakingof its massing,it
achievesa sympatheticoverall relationshipof scale.Of all
the public buildings thus far discussed,the Providence
CountyCourt Houseis the most importantin termsof local
design,plannedas it was to relate to site-specificarchitec
tural quality and topography.The samearchitecturalfirm
designedthe State Office Building 1926-28, 1935, 133
Smith Street, to relieve crowded conditions at the State
Houseacrossthe street; like the court house,it is Georgian
Revival. Post-war buildings are simple modern designs
andinclude theStateHealthBuilding 1967 on DavisStreet,
part of an incompletecomplex for stateoffices, and the J.
JosephGarrahyJudicial Complex1981 on DorranceStreet.

Public Schools

Providencehas a long and interestinghistory of public
education.Sincethe third quarterof the eighteenthcentury,
the city has built a successionof public schools that are
interestingarchitecturallyandimportantin thedevelopment
of the type.Regrettably,many of theearlyschoolshavebeen
demolished,but they are documentedwell enoughto serve
as a recordof their development.

Providencefirst attemptedpublic educationin the 176Os.
JamesManning led this movement,and the town proprie
tors were authorizedto erect a school. The Brick School
House1767, 24 Meeting Street,maintainedthe first floor
as the public school,with the secondfloor rentedfor much
of the remainderof the century to RhodeIslandCollege -

now Brown University. The five-bay, two-story format of
theBrick SchoolHouseis typical of buildings from the third
quarterof theeighteenthcentury,but theprojectedentrance
andstairtower, while anticipatoryof laterschools,is unique
to this building. Originally the interior hadone largeroom
on eachfloor.

Fig. 177: i He ricic Schoolhouse1767, 24 MeetingStreet.
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In 1800 theGeneralAssemblyenacteda law providingfor
public educationstatewide, and the town council estab
lishedfour district schools.The Brick SchoolHousecontin
uedto serveas oneof thefour, and the Third District School
House,originally on thenorth sideof TransitStreetbetween
Benefit andSouthMain Streets,still standsin alteredcondi
tion relocatedat 26 Thayer Street.The GeneralAssembly
repealedthe schoolact in 1803,butProvidencecontinuedto
provide public educationuntil the passageof a new state
wide act in 1828. Importantly, Providencecontinued not
only to provide "free" education,but also to provide addi
tionalschoolbuildingsas theneedaroseduringtheseyears:
a typical schoolhouse,erectedin 1819, was fifty feet long,
thirty feet wide, and one story high with a vestibule and
belfry at one end. By 1832, the city had an enrollmentof
1200 pupils in twelve schools.

The city council orderedthe reorganizationof the public
schoolsin 1838 and,içt the wordsof HenryBarnardwriting
as Rhode Island commissionerof educationin 1848, "pro
visionwasmadefor a liberalcourseof instruction,in schools
of different grades,for all the children of the city." A com
mittee on schoolhousesstudied the existing facilities and
recommendedtheconstructionof newbuildings.By 1842,at
the completion of the campaign,the city countedten pri
mary, six grathmar,and one high school, all designedby
Tallman& Bucklin. Providencewasconsequentlya leaderin
public education.SaidHenryBarnardin 1848,"no city in the
United Statescould show so many public school-houses,

uniformly well built, with most of the latestimprovements,
asProvidence."

Noneof theseseventeenlandmarkschool buildings sur
vives, but they are well documentedthrough Barnard’s
School Architecture,publishedin New York in 1848. They
varied in size from the small, one-roomprimary school for
sixty pupils, throughthe two-story intermediateschool for
216 and the grammarschool for 318, to the High School,
able to accommodateover 500. Eachof thesewasa Greek
Revivalbuilding "in aplain,substantialmanner"surrounded
by a fence; all were protectedwith Quimby lightning rods
and furnishedwith bells. The most important aspectsof
theseschools- andwhatparticularly set Providencein the
vanguard- wasthe emphasison health.They all provided
ample ventilation and light through the many large win
dows and - more importantly - throughbuilt-in systems
for cooling andheating.The useof a hot-air heatingsystem

in most of these buildings was particularly advanced.
Erectedat a costof about$150,000,thisup-to-dategroupof
public schools was justifiable cause for pride among the
citizens of Providenceandreceivedwide attention among
educatorsandreformersacrossthe country.

These schools accommodatedProvidence’s schoolchil
dren until just after the Civil War, when annexationand
immigration swelledenrollment,andthe Providenceschool
committeebeganto commissionnew schools.Much larger
and more elaboratethan those built during the previous
campaign,many were of brick. The FederalStreetSchool
1868-70; E.L. Howland, architect cost over $96,000, the
Point StreetSchool 1874; C.A. Hall, architectcost $135,-
000, andtheHigh School1877;Walker & Gould,architects
came in at nearly $217,000, including land. Inflation ac
counts for part of theseincreases,but thesewere obviously
public buildings built as dignified symbolsand inspiration
for the pupils who studiedthere.They were deckedout in

the latestfashionof thedayandfinishedto themostmodern
health and safetystandards.The image of the schoolsthat
rosein the latenineteenthcenturywasvery much a concern
of Providencecitizens and the school committee, as re
countedat the 1878 dedicationof the High School:

As the school began to rise, there arose a murmur
from the peopleof the neighborhood,"It was highly
unbecoming,"they said,"to erect a building like that
of common brick. It would be a disgraceto the neigh
borhood." So an additional appropriationof $5,000
wasgrantedandPhiladelphiapressedbrick wasused.

The modestgrammarschoolsof 1840 provided two class
rooms and one large assembly room/classroomon two
floors; in contrast,the Point StreetGrammar Schoolpro
vided twelveclassroomson two floors and- in addition -

a library and an assemblyroom in the attic underthe high
mansardroof. And while earliergrammarschoolswerenot
quite domestic in scale, they did not approachthe monu
mental opulenceof the SecondEmpire of the Point Street
School,a fitting companionto the City Hall thena-building
downtown. From the primary schoolsup throughthe new
High School, thesewere monumentalstructuresto housea
growing population- a reflection of both civic pride and
civic virtue.

The earliest still extant of these public schools is the

Willow Street School 1869; E.L. Angel!, architect, 99

Fig. 179: 1840s Primary School now demolished, from Henry
Barnard’s School Architecturel848.

Fig. 178: 1840s Grammar School now demolished, from Henry
Barnard’s School Architecture1848.
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Willow Street.Nominally VenetianGothic in style, thetwo-
story,mansard-roofbrick structureis cruciformin plan,with
two projectingstair towersat the north andsouthends.This
originally four-room two upstairs, two downstairsstruc
tureis typical of themanyof its sizethat would follow in the
nextfew decades,with separateentrancesandstairsfor boys
and girls. In the 1 870s, new grammarschoolswere larger.
Standardplans included the five-room plan in the Oxford
StreetSchool1877;C.A. Hall, architectandthe four-room
plan in theVineyardStreetSchool1883;William R. Walker,
architect.

The brick usedfor the Willow StreetSchoolwas not the
rule, andmanyof theprimary andgrammarschoolscontin
uedto bebuilt of wood, cladboth in clapboardandshingle.
TheAmherstStreetSchoolca. 1880,293AmherstStreet,is
typical, sharingthe sizethoughnot the scaleof the Willow
Street School, as well as its cruciform configuration. The
most elaborateof the remainingframe schoolhousesis the

Covell Street School ca. 1885, 231 Amherst Street. This
six-room school,now shorn of the belfry on its tower, is in
theQueenAnnemodelike many of theschoolsof the 1880s,
but its treatmentin clapboardand shinglegives it a more
highly articulated surface more akin to the domestic
architectureof the period than to the somberbrick Queen
Anne schoolsof the period.

None of the sixteenpublic schools erectedduring the
1870s and only a handful of the fifteen from the 1880s
remain. Three of the remainingschoolsfrom the 1880sare
brick grammarandprimary schools,mostof themdesigned
by William R. Walker: Vineyard Street School 1882-83,
1-33VineyardStreet;SmithStreetSchool1885, 396Smith
Street;and theBeaconAvenueSchool1885, 104-106Bea
con Avenue.TheseQueenAnne schoolsvary considerably
in size - andthe Vineyard StreetSchoolwas doubledin
1913 - but they sharethe rich brickwork and rusticated
brownstonetrim that Walker then favored.
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Fig. 181: Covell StreetSchoolCa. 1885, 231 AmherstStreet. Fig. 182: Smith StreetSchool1885, 396 SmitH Street.



In the 1 890s, Providence’sbooming populationnecessi
tatedthe constructionof thirty public schools;few remain.
The low survival rate for public schools built in the late
nineteenthcenturyis somewhatexplainedby the numberof
framebuildings erected;only in 1896 did the schooldepart
ment specifythat all new structuresbe of brick. The schools
remainingfrom the 1 890saresolidbuildingswith lesselabo
rately articulatedwall surfacesand tighter massing,as seen
in the Althea StreetSchool1895, 245 Althea Street,or the
RugglesStreet School1895, 110 RugglesStreet. All of
thesefollow the basic formatsestablishedin the post-Civil
War schools.

During thelastyearsof the nineteenthcentury,what was
to becomethe standardformula for city grammarschools
beganto emerge,first seenin theBroadStreetSchool1897,
Broad Street at Eddy Street: the brick structurerose three
storiesabovea high basement,and the interior contained
approximatelyfifteen classroomsandan assemblyhall; as a
safetymeasurecorridorsweresignificantly wider. Differing
also from the nineteenth-centuryschool format, the new
structuresweregenerallylong, rectangular-planbuildingsor
- particularly in larger schools - built on an L, U, or E
plan, with wide, double-loadedcorridors in each of the
"arms" andan auditoriumin oneof the "arms." Thesebasic
formats obtainedin public schoolsuntil the SecondWorld
War.

Exterior articulation varied. The turn-of-the-century
schoolsshow a late phaseof the QueenAnne of the 188Os,
with smoothersurfacesand classically inspired detail re
placing the elaborateand morehighly texturedtrim of ear
lier buildings; the Public StreetGrammarSchool1908,252
Public Street,is typical. By theseconddecadeof the century,
the Gothic influencebecamestronger,largelybecauseof its
increasing use on college campusesfor its associational
value with the scholasticismof the Middle Ages.The archi
tecturalfirm Murphy, Hindle & Wright,whichspecializedin
ecclesiasticalarchitectureandprobablyhadthe bestgraspof
the Gothic among local firms, introducedGothic detailing
with the George J. West Junior High School 1916, 145
BeaufortStreet. This trend continued into the 1920sand
1930s, including Nathanael GreeneJunior High School
1930; Office of the Commissionerof Public Buildings,
architects,721 Chalkstone Avenue, and Mount Pleasant
High School 1938; Office of the Commissionerof Public
Buildings, architects,600 Mount PleasantAvenue.Classi

cism was used as an appropriatealternative to collegiate
gothic, though the GeorgianRevival provedless supplein
adaptationto the demandsof the increasingly standard
format, particularly the bankedbandsof windows usedex
clusively after about 1915. In many of thesebuildings,
"classicism"generallymeantamodillion corniceandperhaps
a pedimentedportico or a classically-derivedbalustradeon
the roof: NathanBishop Junior High School1929, Elm-
grove Avenue at SessionsStreet, or Gilbert Stuart Middle
School1931, 160 Bucklin Street.HopeHigh School1938,
320 Hope Street,is generically Georgian,renderedin red
brick and detailed with quoining, contrastingstone belt
courses,pedimentedentrances,and the hip roof capped
with cupolas,the largestover the main entranceat the cor
ner of Hopeand Olney Streets.

Since World War II, public schools have changeddra
matically, reflecting both themodernistmovementin archi
tectureandthe influences of rapidly changingtheoriesof
education.Most of thesenew schools - particularly the
smaller, neighborhoodelementaryschools - tend to be
simple, one-storystructures,like the Fox Point Elementary
School1954;Cull & Robinson,architects,455 Wickenden
Street.The most architecturallydistinguishedof thesenew
elementaryschoolsis Martin LutherKing Schoolat 35 Camp
Street.

Thelargestandmost importantpublic schoolconstruction
in recentyearsis the Central/Classicalcomplex,770 West-

Fig. 183: Central/ClassicalHigh SchoolComplex1923, 1966-70, 770
WestminsterStreet.

Fig. 184: PIathanael&reene junior High School1930, 721 ChalkstoneAvenue.
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minster Street.The 1877 High Schoolstoodin this vicinity,
andotherhighschoolbuildingsgrewuparoundit: the Man
ual Training High School1893 andClassicalHigh School
1897. Central High School1923; Hoppin & Field, archi
tects supersededthe 1877 building with a three-story,
E-plan structure,but by the 1950s,the whole complexwas
becomingoutdated,a situationexacerbatedby severalfires
in the 1897 Classical High Schoolbuilding. After several
yearsof study, the city embarkedon an ambitiousprojectto
rebuild much of the Central/Classicalcomplexand,to that
end,held acompetitionin 1963:the winnerswereHarkness
& Geddesin associationwith The Architects Collaborative
of Cambridge.The programincludedclassroomsfor Classi
cal High School,a cafeteriaandgymnasiumforbothClassi
cal and Central High Schools, a Vocational Technical
Building, andanadministrativebuilding, all seton a twenty-
one acreparcel with the 1923 Central building. The new
complex,the first of its kind in Providencebuilt to servea
stableratherthanexpandingpopulation,waswell received
asanampleandfunctional facility. JohnWareLincoln, then
chairmanof the Division of Design at RhodeIsland School
of Design,noted at the time the complex openedin 1969:

The new Classical buildings are fine architecture,by
the old standards,but they are also exemplaryof the
new concept of the architect as an environmental
planner, working with social and civic sciences,
demography, transportation engineering, building
technologies,and, in this case,educationphilosophy.

Completedbetween 1966 and 1970, this complex of two-
and three-story brick and concrete buildings with its
campus-likesetting provided the city with a high school
complex as up-to-date for its time as that first built in the
1830s.

Private Schools

A numberof nationally and regionally importantprivate
schoolshavelocatedin Providencesincethe third quarterof
theeighteenthcentury.Theseinstitutionshavebuilt impres
sive collections of buildings on their campuses,which vary
considerablyin age,type,andappearance,evenasthe insti
tutions themselveshave considerablydifferent histories.
Thestrictly local contextof this essay,in fact, is not the most
telling of the importanceof this group, either singly or col
lectively. The readeris thereforedirected to the individual
entriesfor theseschoolsin theinventory: Brown University;
RhodeIslandCollege,600 Mount PleasantAvenue;Rhode
Island Schoolof Design, 11 WatermanStreet;Providence
College, [601] River Avenue; Moses Brown School, 250
Lloyd Avenue; St. Xavier’s Academy, 60 Broad Street;
LaSalle Academy, 1010 Smith Street; Lincoln School, 30
East OrchardAvenue;and the WheelerSchool, 216 Hope
Street.

Police and Fire Stations

City police and fire companiesbecameestablishedin the
middleof the nineteenthcentury,supersedingthe volunteer
organizations which had served Providence since the
eighteenthcentury.The fire stationsestablishedby the vol
unteercompanieswereat first absorbedinto thecity system,
andthe city embarkedon anextensiveprogramthroughout
the nineteenthcentury to provide fire and police protection

to neighborhoodscitywide. In 1886,thecity hadsixteenfire
stationsand six district police stations; three of thesefire
stationsandoneof thepolice stationsremain,including the
North Main Street Fire Station 1866, 653 North Main
Street,and the Amherst StreetPolice Station 1878, at the
corner of PutnamStreet.Both of thesebrick buildings are
ornamentedin a polychrome Gothic fashion, with seg
mental-archwindowsandradiatingvoussoirs,andlike most
of the stationserectedbefore the turn of the century,have
towersdominatingtheir rooflines.

The basic format of the fire station remainsunchanged
today from that of over a hundredyearsago: fire-fighting
vehicles and equipmentoccupy the first story, its facade
dominatedby large portals, and the secondfloor is given
over to quartersfor the fire fighters or useas ward rooms.
Towers for drying hosesare no longer needed,and the
motorizedvehiclesof thetwentiethcenturyobviatetheneed
for adjacentstables.

While the format of thefire stationremainedmore or less
thesame,exterior articulationwasperiodicallyupdatedboth
to relate it to the domesticscaleandcharacterof residential
neighborhoodsand to serve as a civic expressionof mo
dernity. Toward the end of the nineteenthcentury,fire sta
tions becamesimpler, abandoningthe highly articulated
Gothic or Queen Anne forms. The Public Street Station
1885, 356 Public Street,hasaplain, bracketedcorniceand
a paneledbalustrade.Firehousesbuilt just after the turn of
thecenturyaremorewithin theclassicismof theCity Beauti
ful movement,particularly the 1902 stationsdesignedby
Sanders& Thornton on Douglasand Laurel Hill Avenues:
thesetwo-story GeorgianRevival buildings are of redbrick
with white stone trim and simpledetailing.For a neighbor
hooddevelopingin the 1920s,the city erectedaTudoresque
stationat the cornerof Moms andRochambeauAvenuesin
1929: the gableend of this brick building is half-timbered,
andthegaragedoor is framedby aTudorarch.Stationsbuilt
since World War II are simple, flat-roof, brick structures.
Those on North Main Street and BranchAvenue - both
commercialstreets- are stripped-downModerne;that on
Brook Street is similar in form and scale,but its exterior is
articulated with simple Georgian elementsmore "appro
priate" to an historic residentialneighborhood.All three
stationsweredesignedby Jackson,Robertson& Adams.

Headquartersfor both the police and fire departments
havebeenlocateddowntown since their establishmentin
the nineteenthcentury.Eachdepartmenthadits own head
quartersuntil 1940:thefire departmenton ExchangeTerrace
and the police departmenton FountainStreet.The present
consolidatedheadquarterswascompletedin 1940 Office of
the Commissionerof Public Buildings, architects,205-215
FountainStreet.Thegrey-granitebuilding is a simple,more-
or-lessModernebuilding.

Libraries
The library evolvedas a distinct form in Americaduring

the nineteenthcentury,and Providencehasa remarkable,if
small, collectionof libraries built sincethe middle yearsof
that century. This group documentsthe stylistic and func
tionalevolutionof thelibrary andincludessomeof thecity’s
major landmarks.

The ProvidenceLibrary Company,establishedin 1754,
occupiedquartersoriginally in the first Colony House,then
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in the Old StateHouse,and finally in the Arcade. This, the
first library in Providence,wasno more than a collectionof
bookshousedin a cabinetor room within a larger building.
Only in the 1 830s,when the ProvidenceLibrary Company
mergedwith theProvidenceAthenaeumestablished1831,
did Providencehaveits first library building.

The ProvidenceAthenaeum1839; William Strickland,
architect, 251 Benefit Street, is a granite, Greek Revival
templewith a Doric distyle in antis portico.Plannedto house
the historicalsocietyandthe Franklin Societyas well as the
library, theAthenaeumwasdesignedas a temple,asit were,
to the goddessof wisdom.The original plans show nothing
innovative in the form or function of the building as a
library, and the currentorganizationof the book storage-

in stalls along the walls of the main block - follows well
establishedEnglishprototypes.Thebuildingis, however,an
icon,a monumentto andof civilization; it is, asthe boardof
directorsanticipated,"hailed asan accessionto thosemonu
ments of taste and munificencewhich already adorn our
city."

The historical society built its own library nearby at 68
WatermanStreet in 1844, also in the GreekRevival style.
Smaller and simpler than the Athenaeum,it followed the
standardstall format of organization.

Betweenthe 1840s and the mid-187Os,when the next
library was built in Providence,the conceptof the library
hadbegunto change.Further,the numberof booksin print

increased,the literacy of the public grew, and the public
library cameinto being.Thoughlimited to useby theBrown
community, the University Library 1875-78; Walker &
Gould,architects,64 WatermanStreet,very much reflected
the library’s changein use.Here, the stacksare separated
from the octagonalreadingroom at thecenterof thebuilding
and lit from a cupola above,with the panopticmonitoring
deskof thelibrarian at thecenterof the building. Thisinno
vative form is here wed to stylish RuskinianGothic. Unlike
the previousfacilities for the Brown library in a portion of
Manning Hall, thisbuilding madebooksmoreeasilyaccessi
ble to studentsand faculty.

TheProvidencePublic Library wasestablishedjust as the
Brown library nearedcompletion.From its openingin 1877
until 1892, the library occupied rentedquarters.In 1900,
the ProvidencePublic Library settled into magnificentnew
quartersat the corner of Washingtonand GreeneStreets
Stone,Carpenter& Willson, architects.Inspiredby McKim,
Mead& White’s BostonPublic Library 1887-95,theProvi
dence Public Library building adheresstylistically to the
more elaboratetreatmentof Venetian Renaissancebuild
ings. The inside, equally lavish, featureda large reading
room,with mostvolumesstoredin metalstacksat therearof
thebuilding; thisseparationof stacksandreadingroomwas
introducedin the late 1 870sand becamestandardby the
earlyyearsof the twentiethcentury.Like othermajor build
ingsof the era, the ProvidencePublic Library wasthe prod-

Fig. 185: ProvidenceAthenaeum1836-39, 251 HeneJit Street; the
architect’s renderingof the facade.

Fig. 187: Brown University Library 1875-78, 64 WatermanStreet;
engraving of the architect’s perspectivedrawing from the
1870s.

Fig. 186: Providence Public Library 1900, 150 Empire Street; the
Fig. 183: WanskuckBranch,ProvidencePublic Library 1926-28, 233

VeazieStreet; the architect’s perspectivedrawing from the
architects’ perspectivedrawing from the 1890s. 1920s.
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uct of a designcompetition,andbothcompetitionandbuild
ing receivednational attention through the architectural
press.Clearly, thelibrary hadbecomefar moreby 1900 than
a merecollection of books.

Brown built two new libraries just after the turn of the
century, the JohnHay for generaluse and the JohnCarter
Brown to housetheeponymousdonor’scollectionof Amer
icana.The Hay differs little from the public library; bothare
Renaissance-inspiredbuildings - though with obviously
different sources,Venetianfor thepublic library andEnglish
for the Hay - with separatereadingroomsand stacks.The
"GermanIonic" JohnCarterBrown Library wasbuilt to house
a large private library, and its form reflects that use: the
rectangular-planbuilding is dominatedby a large, cruci
form-plan reading room with its walls lined with locked
bookcases.Thecornersof thebuilding are devotedto offices
and specialcollections.

Soon after the completion of the Providence Public
Library’s new headquarters,the library beganto establish
neighborhoodbranches.From 1906 until the late 1920s,
thesebranches- as themain library haddone- occupied
rentedquarters.In 1926 the Library undertooka building
program for its branches,employing Wallis E. Howe to
design the buildings. While each is slightly different from
the next, all are red-brick, one-storybuildings done in a
genericColonial/Federalmanner.The interior format pro
vides two large readingrooms combinedwith book stor
age,onefor childrenandoneforadults,flanking thecentral
circulation and card-cataloguespace.Thesebuildings com
fortably link the domestic scale and style of residential
neighborhoodswith the dignity and presenceof public
buildings. Branch libraries were built at 233 VeazieStreet
1926-28, 441 Prairie Avenue 1927-30, and 708 Hope
Street1930-31.The programcontinuedinto the 1930sand
1940s,with theselaterbuildings designedby Albert Hark-
ness.

Brown built anunusualnew library, theSciencesLibrary,
to houseits sciencedepartmentalcollections1971;Warner
Burns loan Lunde, architectsat the corner of Thayer and
WatermanStreets.The building is a fourteen-story,rein
forced-concretetower locatedcentral to the variousdepart
mental buildings. The circulation desk, catalogues,peri
odicals,andworkroomsare locatedbelow groundlevel, the
main readingroom is on the mezzanine,and the stacksfill
the tower. This wasone of the first collegesciencedepart
mentallibrariesin thecountry, andanearlyusefor a library
of the tower form, which hadpreviously beenanathemato
librarians. It was acceptedhere with the stipulation that
typical floors would accommodateup to 45,000volumesper
floor. Making extensive use of elevators, the Sciences
Library is a formally innovativeandsuccessfulsolutionas a
departmentalbuilding, andits size, scale,andsiting makeit
somethingof a landmark.

Hospitals
A hospitalservestwo purposes.To housethe sick, it must

accommodatea largenumberof peoplewho would rather
not be there,andmustallow constantsupervision.To cure
the sick, it must incorporatethemostup-to-dateequipment
and treatmenttechniques,a feat madedifficult in the last
centurybecauseof rapid changesin thepracticeof medicine.
Americanhospitalsaswe know them are relatively recent

innovations, reflecting changesin medical techniquesand
attitudesaboutpatientcare.

The first hospitalin Providencestoodon thesiteof Rhode
Island Hospital, then an isolated, rural spot. Originally a
quarantinehospitalopenedfor the treatmentof smallpoxin
1776, it was ideally located for an age that knew little of
diseasecontrol beyondthe separationof the sick from the
healthy. A secondstructuresupersededthis one in 1798.
Theseinstitutions, on what was known as the "Hospital
Lands," were the only such facilities in the city until the
middle yearsof the nineteenthcentury.

Providence’sfirst modernhospital, Butler Hospital, built
on rolling land overlookingthe SeekonkRiver, waserected
like thosebeforeit on the outskirtsof thedenselybuilt part
of town. Completedin 1847 by the builder/architectsTall-
man & Bucklin, the first building’s now CenterBuilding
designandlocationweredeterminedby its intendeduseasa
psychiatrichospital. The rural location servedas an ideal
environment,removedfrom the pressuresof daily stress,in
a peaceful, carefully regulatedatmosphereconsideredan
important part of treatment.The structure’splan andstyle
weresuggestedby Dr. Luther V. Bell, anexpertin thefield of
mental health,andwere basedon prototypesBell hadseen
in Britain, suchas the Royal GlasgowLunatic Asylum. The
building’s appearancewasvery muchinfluencedby thecon
cept of associationalism,andthe late Tudordetailing in this
rural settingwasbelievedto havea particularly salubrious
effect on the mentally ill. The building was a five-part
compositionconsistingof a large,centralsectionconnected
with end pavilions by hyphens.This symmetrical format
had a long and well-known history evenat that time, but it
waswell suitedfor usein thetrendtowarddividing hospital
facilities into pavilions of manageablesize. Butler’s quarters
featuredlarge, spaciousrooms,well lit andwell ventilated.
Though specialized,Butler Hospital gave the city its first
encounterwith a scientificallyplannedfacility.

While Providencedoctorshadbegunto advocatethecon
struction of a general hospital by the time Butler was
completed,lack of financial supportfrom thecommunity at
largehinderedprogressandforestalledanattemptin 1851 to
establish just such a facility. Providence’slack of hospital
facilities becamepainfully obvious during the Civil War,
when proper medical treatmentfor woundedsoldiers was
wanting. Providencewas one of many towns and cities
acrossthecountryto recognizethis deficiency,andthe Gen
eralAssemblygrantedacharterto theRhodeIslandHospital
in 1863. Constructionof the first structurebeganon Eddy
Street in 1864 SamuelSloan, architect,in associationwith
Alpheus C. Morse and reachedcompletion in 1868. This
Lombard Gothic complex comprised three structures: a
central, main building linked with flanking pavilions by
open, covered passageways.Considerablyaltered in the
twentiethcentury,this building wasrazedin 1956.Thecen
tral building containedoffices,operatingrooms,instrument
rooms, and a chapel; its physical separationfrom the
pavilions, which containedwardsandprivaterooms,is sig
nificantandreflectsthecontemporarytrendtowardisolation
of the sick, basedon the belief that stale air was the chief
carrier of illness. Early additions to the hospital like the
ContagiousDiseasesBuilding 1895 andtheTaft Outpatient
Clinic 1891; Stone, Carpenter & Willson, architects,
followed this premiseof isolation.
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F0. 189: Butler L -r 1844 et seq.., 345 BlackstoneBoulevard; 9th-centuryengraving of original buildings.
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Fig. 190: RhodeIsland Hospital1864-68,now demolished;the architect’s perspectivedrawingfrom the 1860s.

Fig. 191: St. Joseph’sHospital 1895, now demolished;postcardview.
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Evenwhile Rhode IslandHospital was expandingin the
late nineteenthcentury,advancesin medicine,science,and
technologywere establishingthe basesfor changesin con
figuration of hospitals.The work of Pasteurin bacteriology
andthat of Lister in antisepticseliminatedthe needfor iso
lated pavilions. Increasinglysophisticatedtechniquesand
equipmentfor treatmentmadecentralizationdesirable,and
innovationsin service systemsmadecentralizationneces
saryandcosteffective.Thus,ratherthanhorizontallyspread
complexesof isolatedbuildi’tgs, hospitalswerebuilt assin
gle buildings organizedvertically. In Providence,this verti
cal configuration first appearedat St. Joseph’sHospital
1895;William R. Walker& Son,architects,at the cornerof
Broad and PeaceStreets,asan I-plan, five-and-a-half-story,
masonry structure,now demolished.The ProvidenceCity
Hospital later CharlesV. ChapinHospital; 1910; Martin &
Hall, architectsfollowed this samecompact,verticalformat,
though its specializationin communicablediseasesencour
agedmoreisolationamongwardsthanusual in mostcon
temporary general hospitals; Chapin Hospital, like many
public buildings of its day, was designedin the Georgian
Revival style.

Two hospitalserectedin themid-I 920sreflectedthelatest
innovationsin hospitaldesign:ProvidenceLying-In Hospi
tal now Women and Infants; 1926; Stevens& Lee, archi
tects, 50 MaudeStreet, and the HomeopathicHospital of
RhodeIslandnow RogerWilliams Hospital; 1926;Kendall,
Taylor & Co., architects,825 ChalkstoneAvenue.These,
too, were decked out in historicizing trim: Tudor for
Lying-In and Georgianfor the HomeopathicHospital.

Post-World War II hospital construction continued the
trend toward centralization and away from historicism.
Rhode Island Hospital’s replacementfor its original main
building is a ten-story,X-plan, steel-framestructure1956;

Shepley,Bulfinch, Richardson& Abbott, architects;its plan
somewhat recalls the nineteenth-century panoptical
schemesfor libraries as a means of monitoring activity
within thebuilding. Thereinforced-concrete,fourteen-story
Ambulatory Patients Building 1974; Shepley, Bulfinch,
Richardson& Abbott,architectsat RhodeIslandHospital is
of further interest for its attention to accessibility for the
handicapped:entrances,elevators,toilets,anddoorwaysare
designedto accommodatepatientsin wheelchairs- an ac
commodationnonexistantevenin manypost-warhospitals.

The mergingof Rhode Island Hospital and Womenand
Infants, in progressat this writing, includesthe removalof
WomenandInfantsto newfacilities immediatelyadjacentto
Rhode Island Hospital. The clustering of hospitals into a
medical center is typical of major teaching and research
facilities identified with medical schools- that in Houston
is perhaps the foremost example - and this complex
testifiesas well to the growth of Brown University’smedical
school.

Transportation Structures

Since the advent of public transportationin the nine
teenthcentury, Providencehas built a numberof train sta
tions,trolley shelters,andbusstations.Transportationsys
temsplayedanimportantrolein thecity’s development,and
the structureserectedaspart of this networkare important
historically and architecturally.

Therailroad first cameto Providencein 1835.TheBoston-
to-Providenceline operatedfrom a terminal long since
demolishedon India Point. The secondroad, from Provi
denceto Stonington,Connecticut,openedin 1837andoper
ated from a terminal on the west side of the Providence
Harbor.The physicalseparationof the two stationsandlack

Fig. 192: RhodeIsland Hospital 1956, 593 EddyStreet.
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of coordinationbetweenthe independentlines often made
through servicedifficult. Nonetheless,Providencewas on
the main north-southrail line linking Boston to New York
via thesetwo railroadsand the steamboatswhich took rail
passengersfrom Stoningtonto Manhattan.Theprospectof a
third line, betweenProvidenceandWorcesterandoperating
from a third terminal downtown, ultimately effected the
partial filling of the Great Salt Cove, the constructionof

retainingwalls aroundanelliptical CoveBasinwith railroad
tracks along the southernedgeof the basin,and the con
struction of a terminal for all threelines - appropriately
namedUnion Station- on the southside of theCoveBasin
andin the centerof the city.

Designedby local architectThomasTefft, Union Station
openedin 1848. Tefft was still an undergraduateat Brown
whenhedrewtheplansfor thiscomplexin theRenaissance
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Fig. 193: Union Station1848, demolished1896; the main block of the passengerstation.
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Fig. 194: Union Station1896-98,4 Exchangeterrace; the easteruniostbuilding, at right, zt’as lost tofire in 1941, and the westernmostliuildiiig, at left,
was rehabilitatedin 1984-86for the Greater ProvidenceChamberof Commerce.

Fig. 195: BonanzaBus Station1963 et seq.,1-27 Sabin Street.
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RevivalRundbogenstilstyle that becamehis trademark.This

complex was the greatestachievementof Tefft’s short and

amazingcareer and,as the first major American station, a
landmark in the history of railroad stations. The complex
comprised eight structures:the passengerstation, freight
depotsfor eachof the railroads,enginehousesfor eachof
the railroads, and a workshop for the Providence and
WorcesterRailroad. The station was much and long ad
mired, and as late as 1886, membersof the AmericanInsti
tute of Architectsvoted it oneof the ten bestbuildingsin the
United States.

Despite this acclaim, the building was gone in 1896, a
victim of fire andalreadyapprovedplansto replaceit with a
muchlargerandmoreconvenientstation.In fact, local agita
tion to replace the Tefft complex had begun by the late
1870s, causedby concernover the traffic hazardsat the
numerousgradecrossingsin the congesteddowntown.The
adjacentCove Basin,becauseof manufacturingalong both
the Woonasquatucketand MoshassuckRivers that fed it,
wasbrackish,polluted,andunpleasant.After nearlytwenty
years of study, constructionbeganon a new complexthat
would solve these problems. The new Union Station
1896-98; Stone, Carpenter & Willson, architects is a
yellow brick, sandstoneand terra cotta complex of four
originally five buildings. Sitedon an artificial knoll in the
filled-in Cove, the station overlooks and framesthe large
openspaceof KennedyPlazaandCity Hall Park to thesouth
- an areamuch enlargedby the removalof the Tefft Sta
tion. Thepassengerterminaldominatesthis complex.At the
center, the largest building shows the emerging formal
importancegiven to thepassengerconcourse,a trendculmi
nated in New York’s Pennsylvaniaand Grand Central
Stations.The triumphal-archmotif centeredon the passen
gerdepot’sfacade- a featurereminiscentof theentranceto
thepassengerstationat Chicago’sWorld’s ColumbianExpo
sition 1892; C. B. Atwood, architect - is an appropriate
device for the gatewayto a modem city.

The Union Stationcomplexis of particularinterestfor its
engineering.The concourse,at gradewith the tracks,is con
nected to the tracksby meansof a seriesof ramps and
undergroundpassages.This systemappearedin moreelabo
rateform shortly after the turn of the centuryin both Penn
sylvania and GrandCentral Stations.The mostsignificant
feat,however,was the railroad bridge built in conjunction
with the station and the box-girder bridges over several
streets.The relocatedstation standsnot only abovegrade,
but also at the confluenceof the Woonasquatucketand
MoshassuckRivers. Just north of the shedat the station’s
rear, a 100-foot,deck-trussbridge wasbuilt to carry twelve
tracksover the water.

The CapitalCenterdevelopmentscheme,basedon mov
ing the tracksfarthernorth, to the foot of the State House
lawn, providesfor a new, smallerstationdesigned1979-83;
Skidmore Owings Merrill of Washington,architects,also
built on fill over the tracks now reducedto four. The
vaguelyclassical,one-storydomedstructureis intendedto
harmonizewith and echothe nearbyState House.

Other mass-transportationterminals are similar to the
type establishedby the railroad station, and Providence’s
BonanzaBus Terminal1963 et seq.;PhilemonF. SturgesIII,
architectdeservesmentionhere.Locatedat the intersection
of SabinandWest ExchangeStreetson a narrow, tapering

lot, the one-storybrick building is dominatedby a large
drumon the corner,andthis drum motif is usedthroughout
the building as an organizationaldevice to accommodate
the building to its irregular site. Like contemporaryter
minals, the passengerconcoursedominatesthe building,
here,the waiting room overlooksthe arrival and departure
area.Thisis a distinctivebuilding, well-suitedto its function.

Structureserectedfor inner-citymasstransitare lesscom
plex than train andbusstations.Thetrolley andbusshelters
serveonly as shelteredwaiting placesand, as a type, fall
somewherebetween buildings and street furniture. The
Union Railroad Depot 1867, on WashingtonRow Bridge
over the Providence River, Swan Point Trolley Shelter
1904; Stone, Carpenter& Willson, architects,on Black-
stone Boulevard, and the ExchangePlace Trolley Shelter
1914; Martin & Hall, architects were built as one-story
structures,consciouslydesignedto fit into their surround
ings: thosedowntown are enclosed,elaborate,and highly
articulated,to suit an urbanenvironment;the Swan Point
structureis consciouslyrustic in its park-like setting.

Civic architectureis theleast"local" of thevariouscatego
ries underconsiderationin this essay.As a broadclass,its
buildingscanbe likened to thosein othercities,particularly
those of Providence’ssize and agein the northeast.The
majority of the city’s public buildings are handsome,
competentlydesignedstructureswell suitedfor their origi
nal uses.The manyschoolbuildingsbothpublic andprivate,
the police and fire stations, the branch libraries, the hos
pitals,andUnion Station,while theyvary in "artistic" quality,
fall within this generalcategory- they are neitherparticu
larly local in feelingor associationnor nationalin contextor
importance.

A significant number of Providencepublic buildings,
however,are bestunderstoodandappreciatedin anational
scope.RhodeIsland’sColonyHouseandStateHouse,Provi
dence’s City Hall, the ProvidencePublic Library, Brown
University’s campus, and the 1855 Customs House are
important to national history and/or architecturalhistory.
Theselandmarksrecall importantmomentsin our nation’s
history, exemplify what is oneof the bestof a type or style,
or representthe designwork of someof the nation’smost
important architects.Unfortunately, other equally signifi
cantstructureshavedisappeared,including ThomasTefft’s
Union Stationof 1848, the public schoolsof the late 1830s
and 1840serectedunder the leadershipof Henry Barnard,
and Sloanand Morse’s Rhode IslandHospital of the 1860s.

Thesmallestgroupof public buildingsincludesthosewith
a particularly local importancearchitecturallythat conveya
distinct sense of place. The premier examples include
PendletonHouse at Rhode Island School of Design, the
decorativeartswing of themuseumdesignedby EdmundR.
Willson andbasedon thelocalwork of JohnHoldenGreene,
and the two complexesdesignedby Jackson,Robertson&
Adamsbuilt on eitherside of CollegeStreetbetweenSouth
Main andBenefitStreets,theoneon thesouthfor theProvi
denceCounty Courtsand the one on the north for Rhode
Island Schoolof Design.Thesebuildings were consciously
imitative of forms alreadyassociatedwith Providence,but
other public buildings, such as William R. Walker’s stately
brick public schoolsof thelate 1870sthrough 1890s,havea
local identification becauseof their numberandsimilarity.
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COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURE

From skyscrapersto gasolinestations,from banksto de
partmentstoresandcornermarkets,commercialarchitecture
embracesa wide range of buildings and types. This great
variety is largely the product of nineteenth-centuryeco
nomicdiversity andspecializationof activity combinedwith
advancesin building technology.The use of interior space
andexterior formof thecommercialbuildingchangedsignif
icantly after 1800,aseconomicbasesbecamemorecomplex
and diversified and requirednew kinds of buildings. The
mostsignificanttypeis thecommercialblock: a several-story
buildingwith shopsor public spacelike abankingroom on
theground floor anduniform office floors above.This type
had emergedby the early yearsof the nineteenthcentury
and becamethe basis for office buildings, corporatehead
quarters,and many retail establishments.This discussion
will focuson the developmentof the commercialblock as
officebuilding andasretailshop,with an afterwordon three
important, specializedforms: theatres,hotels, andautomo
bile-relatedstructures.

Office Buildings

The office block developedas a responseto increasing
commercialactivity and thegrowing needfor office spacein
towns and cities throughoutthe country in the early nine
teenth century. Concurrentwith the developmentof the
office block as a distinct type, the increasingdifferentiation
of land usemadethe centralbusinessdistrict a more identi
fiablesectionof town,moreso thanwhenshopsandcount
ing housesclusteredinformally arounda port, a crossroador
a marketsquare.The central businessdistrict provided a
placewhere specializedand increasinglycomplexbusiness
transactionscould be carriedout in close proximity to one
another.This desirefor easycommunicationaffectedcom
mercial architecture,a changeaidedby technologicalinno
vationslike steel-frameconstructionand the elevator.The
nineteenth-centurydowntown underwenta changein the
twentiethcenturyas improvedcommunications- the type
writer, telegraph,telephone- and improved transporta
tion - the automobile - madeproximity less important,

and commercial architecture as well as its location re
spondedto accommodatethesechanges.

In the seventeenthand eighteenthcenturies,land use
here, as elsewhere,was more mixed than today. Business
transactionswere lesscomplexand occurredat the mill, on
the wharf,or in the warehouse.Someof the town’s leading
businessmenlike JohnBrown maintainedoffices in their
own homes;even in the early nineteenthcentury,Edward
Carringtonmaintaineda small, separateoffice attachedto
hishouse.Shopkeepersliterally lived abovethe store,asdid
John Carter, publisher of the Providence Gazette, who
printed the newspaperandhousedhis largefamily at Shake
speare’sHead1770, 21 MeetingHouse.

The earliestknown Providencebuilding constructedpri
marily for commercialusewastheMarketHouse1771-74,
Market Square.Now enlargedandaltered,its arcadedfirst
story wasoriginally opento providespacefor vendors,and
the secondstoryhousedoffices.While it differedlittle in size
from the large, brick housesthen beginning to go up in
Providence,its use of interior spacewas like that of later
office blocks.More importantly, the MarketHousegavefo
cus to the partof Providencethat hadalreadyemergedas the
town’s commercialcenter,locatedas it wasbesideWeybos
set Bridge and at the headof navigation.

Providence’s first commercial blocks appearedaround
MarketSquarein the earlynineteenthcentury. In 1823-24,
JohnHolden Greenedesignedand built threemajor build
ings facing the square:the Franklin Househotel, the Roger
Williams Bank Building, and the Granite Block. Roger
Williams Bank had a bankinghall on the groundfloor and
officesabove,while the GraniteBlock hadshopsat the street
level.At four andfive stories,thesewerethetallestbuildings
in Providence,andthis wasthe most"urban" part of town.
Thestructuresof bothcommercialblocksforeshadowedthat
of later construction:a heavy-timberskeletal framecarried
the floor loads, and the granite facing on the exterior was
bolted to the frame in a mannersimilar to the exteriorsof
moderncurtain-wallbuildings.All threebuildings werede
molished in the 1930s, but a portion of the shell of the
Franklin House, at the cornerof College and Main Streets
survives, incorporatedinto the College Building at Rhode
Island Schoolof Design.

1-1g. 196: ShakespearesHead1770, 21 MeetingStreet. Fig. 197: Market House1773 et seq.,Market Square.
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As Providenceandits centralbusinessdistrict grewin the
nineteenthcentury,commercialexpansiondevelopedwest
ward, avoiding the steepslope of College Hill to the east,
andTurks Heademergedas the new commercialcenterfor
the city. The first commercialbuildings on the west side of
theProvidenceRiverwerebuilt around1800,aboutthetime
the post office moved from South Main Street to Turks
Head.Like thosenear themarket,they were two- andthree
storybrick buildings,nonelarger thanGreene’sbuildings of
the 1820s at Market Square,which remainedamong the
largestandtallestbuildingsin Providenceuntil mid-century.

Several substantialcommercial buildings, all following
the standardformat, wentup in the Turks Headareaaround
mid-century. The WashingtonBuilding 1843, demolished
1916; James Bucklin, architect was a large, three-story,
GreekRevival structurebuilt for the WashingtonInsurance
Companyon WashingtonRow; its centralpedimentedpavil
ion was flankedby low wings. The Italianate modecoming
into fashion after 1850 becamepopular for commercial
blocks: the Renaissancepalazzowas an appropriateurban
model, and thesesober,monumentalbuildings enjoyeda

long vogue. Typical are the Bank of North America 1854;
Thomas Tefft, architect, 48 WeybossetStreet, and Mer
chantsBank Building 1855-57;AlpheusMorse and Clifton
Hall, architects,20 WestminsterStreet.

Thesemid-century buildings were masonry,erectedin
traditional fashion.The heavyexteriorwalls andcertainin
terior masonrywalls bear the weight of the structure.Floor
loads are transmitted to these bearing walls on heavy,
woodenbeams,which in turn support the floor joists and
non-bearinginteriorwalls. This systemmadefor solidbuild
ings of up to six storiesandremainedthestandardsystemfor
mostof the century.

Use of cast iron as an integral componentof the office
building had begun in New York in the 184Os. In these
buildings,iron wasusedin columnsfor internalsupportand
on exterior wall surfaces.Structuralcastiron hadappeared
in Providenceby the mid-i 850susedas a secondarymate
rial, in the Custom House.The developmentof the metal
structuralsystemin Providencedid notparallelthat appear
ing elsewhere.The steel-framestructuralsystemwas not
developeduntil after the Civil War since one of its chief
advantages- enablinggreaterheight - wasof lessimpor
tancein Providencethanelsewhere.The city’s first commer
cial building with an iron front, the Lyceum Building, was
erectedin 1858 demolished1926. Severaliron-front build
ings wereconstructedherein the i870s, includingthe Equi
table Building 1872; Walker & Gould, architects,36 Wey
bosset Street, and the Elizabeth Building 1872; Alfred
Stone, architect,100 North Main Street.The paceof con
structiondiminishedfollowing thePanicof 1873,andby the
time it resumedin the late 1870s, cast-iron facadeshad
passedfrom fashion.

SeveralProvidenceoffice buildingsof the i87Osmadeuse
of the fashionablepolychromeGothic style. John Ruskin,
the English aesthetician,advocatedthis elaborate,foliated

style, and architectsboth in England and in this country
produceda numberof thesebrick structureswith banded
pale-stone trim, highly articulated ornamentation, and
machicolatedcornices.The finestProvidenceexampleis the
Wilcox Building 1875; Edwin L. Howland, architect, 42
WeybossetStreet,with an asymmetricalfacadeand abun
dant historiated stone trim. Other office buildings in this
modeinclude the CheapsideBlock 1875;Stone& Carpen
ter, architects,28 North Main Street;the RichmondBuild
ing 1876, 270 WeybossetStreet,whosepolychromebrick
work is probably the richest of the period; and Slade’s
Building 1881, 50 WashingtonStreet.

Fig. 198: MerchantsBank Building 1855-57, 20 West
minster Street.

Fig. 199: Equitable andWilcoxBuildings1872 and1875, 36
and 42 WeybossetStreet.
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During the 1880sand i890s, the commercialblock was
ornamentedin the latest styles. Both the Conrad Building
1885, 375 WestminsterStreet,andthe National Exchange
Bank 1888, 59 WestminsterStreet,are richly embellished,
five-story, masonrybuildingsdesignedby Stone,Carpenter
& Willson. The ConradBuilding is extremein its eclectic use
of historic sources,while the National ExchangeBank is
morestrictly within theQueenAnnemode.The blocksfrom
the 1 890sare moreregularly massedandmorerestrainedin
detail.The FrancisandLauderdaleBuildings1894, side by
sideat 144 and150 WestminsterStreet,are superbexamples
of Stone,Carpenter& Willson’s adaptationof North Italian

palacesfor commercialuse,here executedin ochreRoman
brick with terracotta trim.

The Tall Office Building

After themiddle of the centuryin major commercialcen
ters like New York or Chicago,height becamea desirable
quality for anoffice building. Thenumberandsizeof banks,
brokerages,insurancecompanies,law andaccountingfirms,
andstoresincreasedsignificantly, and their ownerssought
to housethem near one another,therebyfacilitating busi
nesstransactions.To accommodatesuchactivity in a small
area, it becamenecessaryto build taller buildings. Office
buildings reachedten or twelve stories in New York and
Chicago by the i870s, as technological developments
madesuchheight possible.The skyscraperultimately com
bined steel-frameconstructioncapableof supporting the
weightof a largernumberof storieswithout increasedmass
with elevatorsan innovationwhich madethe upperfloors
equally or evenmore desirable than lower floors. Provi
dence,however,producedno skyscrapersduring the i870s
and I 880s.The first passengerelevatorWas installedin the
Wheaton& Anthony Building 1872, demolished1982; Al
fred Stone,architect.By the 1 880s, elevatorswerestandard

in all new commercialbuildings and were being fitted into
existing structures.It was neither technologynor the need
for high-densityoffice buildings that led Providencedevel
opersto build tall whenthey finally did. Perhapsmorethan
anything else, the skyscraperwas alluring for its symbolic
quality, for its obviousurbanity,for its dominatingpresence,
for its monumentality.The first skyscraperin Providence,
and acknowledgedas such at the time, was the ten-story

BaniganBuilding 1896; Winslow & Wetherell, architects,
10 WeybossetStreet. Its height and modernity effectively
challengedsubsequentbuilders of large office blocks, and
for the next thirty years major new commercial buildings
grew taller and taller.

The BaniganBuilding remainedthe leadinglandmarkof
the Providencebusinessskyline for only five years. The
1901 Union Trust CompanyBuilding Stone,Carpenter&
Willson, architects,62 DorranceStreet,was twelve stories
high, andits smallersquarefootageper floor gaveit a more
slender,vertical profile thanthat of the BaniganBuilding. In
its florid exterior articulation,the Union TrustBuilding fully
realizedthe acceptedformat for tall buildings: the column
metaphor,where the exterior was divided visually into a
base,a shaft,anda capital.The BaniganBuilding’s composi
tion, like that-of earliertall buildings,is organizedasbands
of severalstories groupedtogetherby stringcourses.The
seventeen-storyTurks Head Building Howells & Stokes,
architects,7-17 WeybossetStreet,followed in 1913; it was
outstrippeda decadeand a half later by the twenty-eight
story Industrial Trust Company, or Industrial National
Bank Building 1928; Walker & Gillette, architects,un
surpassedtoday as Providence’stallest building.

While the steel-frameclearlypredominatedin earlytwen

Fig. 200: Lauderdaleand Francis Buildings 1894,-144
and l50 WestminsterStreet.

Fig. 201: Banigau Building 1896, 10 WeybossetStreet.
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tieth-centuryoffice buildings, other new structuralsystems
did not remain untried. The Summerfield Building 1913;
Albert Harkness,architect, 274 WeybossetStreet, useda
reinforced-concreteframe, the first such here for a large
office building. Its exteriorsheathedin terra cotta,thebuild
ing has largewindows on eachstory and is, in all, quite a

Fig. 202: Union Trust Company Building 1901,
62 DorranceStreet.

modernbuilding for its day - particularly in Providence.
This structuralsystemdid not appearagain in a tall format
until the constructionof the Old StoneBank Tower 1969;
Shreve,Lamb& Harmon,architects,40 WestminsterStreet.

The emergenceof this technologicallyadvancedform,the
skyscraper,did not eliminate historicism as the basis for
building style. The end of the nineteenthcenturywas the
heydayof the"AmericanRenaissance,"andmostof thenew
office buildings utilized Renaissance-inspiredtrim and de
tail. The Banigan Building resembledan enlargedItalian
Renaissancepalace, with a rusticatedbasement,smooth
walls, stringcourses,anda heavy,projecting,modillion cor
nice. The more elaborateUnion Trust Building shows dis
tinctive English Baroquedetail, with an arcadedand rusti
catedbasementwith radiatingvoussoirsover the two-story
arches,Gibbssurroundson the windows,anda roof railing
with turnedbalustersand finials; the red-brick walls and
white-stonetrim further underscorethe similarity to eigh
teenth-centurybuildings.TheColonial Revivalservedasthe
stylistic inspiration for severaloffice buildings in the first
third of the century: the TelephoneCompany Building
1917; Clarke& Howe, architects,234 WashingtonStreet;
the ProvidenceGas Company Building 1924; Clark &
Howe, architects, 100 WeybossetStreet; and the small

The Industrial Trust CompanyBuilding is unique among
these early twentieth-centuryskyscrapers. Designed by
New York architectsWalker & Gillette, it owesits ziggurat
form to the New York set-backlaws of 1916, codesestab
lished to providemorelight at streetlevel by steppingthe
building massbackfrom lower storiesat various intervals.
Further,the Industrial Building’s exterior and interior detail
is Art Deco,with classicallyinspiredmotifs reducedto more
abstractgeometricalforms.An inspired,soaringdesign,the
Industrial Building is the city’s finest skyscraper.

Only a handful of new office buildings were constructed
in Providencebetweenthe late 1920s and the late i960s,
largelybecauseof economicconditions,andnonewasa tall
building. People’sBank1949;Cram& Ferguson,architects,
70 KennedyPlaza,is a severeModernestructure,notablefor
its unusualform: the skylightedbanking hall occupiesthe
groundfloor, with entrancesfrom both KennedyPlazaand
WestminsterStreet,and offices are in six-story "towers" at
eachend of the building.

New constructionin recentyearshas employedsomeof

T4 -
Fig. 203: Industrial Trust Company Building 1928, 55

KennedyPlaza.
ProvidenceNationalBank Building 1929;Howe & Church,
architects,100 WestminsterStreet.Otherbuildings,like the
Turks Head,useda genericallyclassicalvocabulary.
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the samestructuralsystemsas those in the early twentieth
century,but constructiontechniqueshavebeenconsiderably
refined.Particularlywith theOld StoneTower andthe Hos
pital Trust Tower 1974;JohnCarl Warnecke& Associates,
architects, 25 Westminster Street, the construction of
tall, massiveoffice towers on the marshy land along the
Providence River called for sophisticated foundation
systems to support the weight of these buildings. The
Hospital Trust Tower, further, was the first Providence
office building to exploit visually the possibilities
of curtain-wall construction: its travertine-and-glassex
terior appearsas a smooth,thin wrapper,unlike the more
traditionally handled masonry of the Turks Head or
Industrial Buildings.

The form and style of the recentoffice towers is a clear
break from the historicismof the earlypart of the century.
The sleek modernismof thesenew buildings is within the
mainstreamof what can well be called corporatearchitec
ture, andthey taketheir cuefrom leadersin majorfinancial
centers.Breakingthestreetlinewith its openplan and foun
tain, HospitalTrust Plazapresentsa very typical 1960scor
porateimage,its form asmuch aproductof New York zon
ing laws as that of the Industrial Building. The monolithic
slabadjacentto anopenspacebeganto appearin NewYork
in the 1950s,and soon - thanks to an amendmentto the
1916 set-backlaws - many high-risetowers - they were
no longercalledskyscrapers- followed.

The most recentoffice towers were completedin 1985,
andthey too broughtto Providencethe latestin corporate
chic. Thetwelve-story,irregularlymassed,granite-sheathed
Old Stone Bank Building Edward LarabeeBarnes,archi

tect, 31 SouthMain Street,is typical of the maturemodern
ist style Barnesused elsewhere,but lacks the twentieth
centuryurban setting of thosebuildings. Though its con
struction requiredno demolition, its location at the foot of
College Hill promptedconsiderablepublic outcry; as built,
it is considerablymodified from the original two-building
proposal. The Fleet Center tower Helmut Obata Kasse
baum, architectsis a twenty-story,pink-granite sheathed
structureset on Kennedy Plaza immediately east of the
Industrial Trust Companywhich becameFleet National
Bank in 1982; its siting and massingare similar to other
adjacent skyscrapersand towers, and its step-back top
somewhatechoesthe form of the Industrial TrustBuilding.
The Fleet Centerrequired the demolition of three historic
buildings but - perhapsmore important- it filled a large
and long-vacantlot with a building commensuratein scale
and type with thosesurroundingit.

Retail Buildings

Buildings designedto house shops and stores evolved
concurrentlywith office buildingsin thenineteenthcentury.
Theearliestshopsandstores- all now demolished- were
aroundthe MarketHouseandalongNorth Main Street.This
area, known as Cheapside,was the town’s shoppingcen
ter until after the Civil War, when it shiftedto Westminster
Street. These early buildings were converted or raised
housesor small-scalebuildingsfollowing theformat of retail
on the ground floor and residentialabove.

During the nineteenthcentury,shopsoften expandedbe
yond their original ground-floor retail operation. By mid-
century,Providencehadseveralshopsthatoccupiedawhole
building, however small, and these buildings resembled
contemporaryoffice blocks. Display windows and a sign
alerted the passersbyto the goods on sale within, while
additionalselling space,offices, andsomestorageoccupied
the one or two storiesabovestreetlevel. This basic, one-
store-per-buildingformat remained unalteredas long as
suchwerebuilt, into the twentiethcentury.Tilden-Thurber
1895;Shepley,Rutan& Coolidge,architects,292Westmin
sterStreet, is a handsomeandtypical late nineteenth-cen
tury example,in the American Renaissancemode.

The shoppingarcadewasan earlynineteenth-centuryin
novation with antecedentsas ancient as the bazaarand
markethouse which, while appealing, failed to become
widespread:only in themid-twentiethcentury,transformed
into the "shoppingmall" did theform reallybecomeperva
sive. The oldestandfinest shoppingarcadein North Amer
ica is the ProvidenceArcadeof 1828, which runs between
Westminsterand WeybossetStreets.It is the outstanding
achievementof local designersJamesBucklin and Russell
Warren.Theconceptof a roofed streetfor pedestrianshop
persoriginatedin England,andthe form becamepopularin
Europe during the early years of the nineteenthcentury,
where the Frenchpassageor Italian galleria was often pro
tectedand lit by a skylight. Providence’sArcade- begun
justafterthecompletionof Philadelphia’s,now long gone-

incorporatesthreelevels of shops,a ready-madeshopping
district, undera glassroof. Like othercontemporaryexam
ples, the Arcadeservedas a street, connectingtwo major
thoroughfaresin Downtown Providencethrough monu
mental Ionic porticoeson eachelevation.

If the shoppingarcadeneverbecamepervasivein Amer

Fig. 204: Fleet Center1983-85, 50 KennedyPlaza.
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ica, the departmentstore did. It incorporateda new form of
merchandisingbasedon the economiesof scale,with the
retailerofferinga largevarietyof goodsin onestore.Thefirst
departmentstore as such openedin Paris in 1852. A. T.
Stewart& Co. of New York, the first Americandepartment
store,arrivedon the scenein 1859.By 1866,Providencehad
its own departmentstore, Callendar,McAuslan& Troup’s
BostonStore,sonamedbecausethethreeprincipalshadfirst

worked in a similar emporiumin Bostonbefore moving to
Providenceto establishtheir own business.TheBostonStore
was an immediatesuccess,andthe firm erectedan ample,
four-story,cast-iron-facadebuilding servicedby an elevator
at 236 WestminsterStreetin 1873 William R. Walker,archi
tect.The location of the BostonStoregavea retail focus to
this part of downtown, and competitors soon located
nearby.

Fig. 205: The itrcaae1828, 130 Westminsterstreet.

Fig. 206: The isoston store 1873, 236 Westminster
Street.

Fig. 207: Tilden-Thuroer 1895, 292 Westminster
Street.
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Thesuccessof theBostonStorein Providenceencouraged
othersto enterthe field. In 1880,JohnShepardestablished
hisstorejustwestof theBostonStoreon WestminsterStreet,
and in 1891 the Outlet Companyopenedits doors in the
newly completed Hodges Building on WeybossetStreet.
Bothbeganas small enterprisesandgrewto fill their respec
tive blocks in the earlytwentiethcentury.Shepard’sandthe
Outlet eventuallysurpassedthe Boston Store in size and
diversity. The two remainedin direct competitionthrough
much of the twentiethcentury,andbothbranchedinto new
fields, like communications,with the establishmentof radio
stations.Shepard’sclosedit doors in 1974; the Outlet, in
1982.Theirdemisereflectsnot thedeclineof thedepartment
store,but the increasedtraffic at suburbanshoppingmalls,
whereseveraldepartmentstores- all regionalor national
chains- thrive.

Unlike other, larger cities, Providencedid not build its
departmentstores as large, new buildings erectedat one
time. Shepard’sandtheOutlet insteadexpandedphysically
as did the Boston Store once, in 1892 from their original
locations,building additionsas successand increasedcus
tomer demanddictated. The buildings both department
storeserectedare physicalevidenceof this incrementalform
of expansion. Shepard’s1880 et seq., 259 Westminster
Street, has different facadeson the earlier Westminster
StreetandlaterWashingtonStreetsidesof thebuilding, and

the Union Streetelevationincorporatesthe entirefacadeof
an earlierbuilding. TheOutlet 1892et. seq.,168-176Wey
bossetStreet,showsthreedistinctbuilding campaignsin its
facade,all related visually through the use of windows
groupedvertically undercolossalarches.The open-planar
rangementof the interiorsof boththesebuildingsbeliesthis
gradualexpansion.

While shopsand stores in the central businessdistrict
developednewformsin the nineteenthcentury,commercial

Fig. 208: The Outlet Company1892 et seq., 168-176 WeybossetStreet.

Fig. 209: Goff’s Grocery1873, 147 Smith Street.
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buildings erectedin neighborhoodscontinuedto rely on the
early formatof commercialfirst story andresidentialabove.
As the city grew considerablyduring theseyears, support
services for the farther-flungresidentialareasbecameim
portant. Goff’s GroceryBlock 1873, 147 Smith Street,is
typical: the first floor servedas aneighborhoodmarketlater
a drug store,with living quartersabove.The wood-frame,
clapboard-sheathed,two-and-a-half-story, mansard-roof
building is larger in scaleandmoreelaboratelytrimmedthan
adjacentdomesticstructures,a prominenceincreasedby its
locationat an intersectionof amajorthoroughfare,theusual
location for such buildings. Thesebuildings appearedin
greaternumbersacrossthe city toward the turn of the cen
tury: the JosephineA. White Block ca. 1894, 737-739
CranstonStreet,andthe A. F. CappelliBlock1909, 263-267
Atwells Avenue,are typical. The presenceof suchbuildings
in concentrationgave a numberof Providenceneighbor
hoodstheir own shoppingdistricts; CharlesStreet,Atwells
Avenue, Olneyville Square, Randall Square, and Hoyle
Squareall hada distinctly commercialcharacter.

While this commercial/residentialform continued into
the twentiethcentury,by the seconddecadeneighborhood
retail buildings increasinglyomittedthe residentialquarters
abovethe first story. Like the earliermixed-useform, these
blockswereclustered,creatingneighborhoodshoppingcen
tersin partsof the city thendevelopingas residentialneigh
borhoods.Large groups of these shopswere built along
HopeStreetbetweenRochambeauAvenueandFifth Street,
along North Main Street north of Doyle Avenue, at the
intersectionof Smith Street and AcademyAvenue,at the
intersectionof BroadandEddy Streetsin WashingtonPark,
at the intersectionof Chalkstoneand River Avenues,and
along CharlesStreetnorth of BranchAvenue.Thesebuild
ings also appearedin more establishedareasundergoing
commercialization,such as BroadStreet,ElmwoodAvenue,
and Thayer Street.Theseone-storybuildings - occasion
ally, in denserareas,they were built two storieshigh with
offices above- were amongthe first as a group to employ
the "modern"aestheticsof the Art Deco, the International
Style, or particularly themorewidely appealingstreamlined
commercialdesignsespousedby a smallgroupof extremely
influential industrial designers,like Norman Bel Geddes.
Thesebuildings took on a sleek new look by using new

materials,like Carraraglass,or somebandingin their para
pets or their banksof casementwindows.One of the most
striking of thesemodernistcommercialbuildingsis theMed
ical Arts Building 1938; B. S. D. Martin, architect, at the
corner of Thayer and WatermanStreets.The Providence
Institution for Savings1949; HarknessandGeddes,archi
tects,520 ElmwoodAvenue, illustratesthe continuationof
this type and form into the immediatepost-waryears.

The city’s 1950sredevelopmentplanscalledforclearinga
number of old, decayedbuildings, and the new structures
that replacedthemweresimpleandfrankly functional,with
flat roofs andall-glassfacades.Their siting allowedfor am
ple parking. In the pre-warand immediatepost-waryears,
parkingwasoften discretelylocatedbehindthebuilding in
the 1950sand196Os,parkingwasliterally putup front, just
off thestreet,with theshopspushedbackon the lot. The old
retail section in South Providenceat Willard Street and
PrairieAvenue was thusreplacedbetween1954 and 1956.
The University Heights Shopping Center 1966; Victor
Gruen,architect,525 North Main Street,similarly replaced
a deterioratedareawith a modern,L-plan shoppingcenter,
the "frontispiece" to a larger apartmentcomplex. Smaller
than theseshoppingcentersare numerousmodem super
markets,located throughoutthe city, that follow a similar
format, locating the storein the centeror at the center-rear
of a large parking lot.

Theatres

The first theatresappearedin Providencein the 1790s
following the lifting of a ban on theatricalproductions.All
late eighteenth-and nineteenth-centurytheatreshavelong
sincedisappearedor undergonesuchdrasticalterationsthat
any conclusionaboutthem as a group is difficult. The only
surviving structureis ShakspeareHall 1838; JamesBuck
lin, architect, 128-134 Dorrance Street; its interior dates
from its ca. 1855 conversionto awarehouse,whenthe exte
rior walls were raisedto the presentsix stories.Theremain
ing theatresin Providencedate from the early twentieth
centuryandwerebuilt, unlike their predecessors,for motion
pictures. A numberof thesecould accommodateboth live
and filmed performances,particularly in the earlyyearsof
the centurywhensuchcombinationswerepopular.Like the

Fig. 210: University 0’hts ShoppingCenter1966, 5 North Main Street.
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best movie theatres,thosebuilt in Providencecan well be
describedin the words of noted British architecturalhisto
rian Nikolaus Pevsneras "gorgeousandjuicy." Theearliest
and the best of thesewere built downtown between1915
and 1930.Thesemovie palacesvary insignificantly in plan
and are bestdifferentiatedby scaleand opulence.

Six theatres were built downtown between 1910 and
1920,andthe largestof theseare the only two that remain.
The Strand1916;ThomasJ. Hill Pierce,architect,85 Wash
ington Street,incorporatedboth seatingfor over 2000 and
threestoriesof office spacealongits exterior walls.The more
elaborateMajestic 1917; William R. Walker & Son, archi
tects, 201 WashingtonStreet, was equally large. A free
standingstructurewith an elaboratelyrenderedterra cotta
exterior,it housesno rentaloffice space.Its lobby retainsits
original, classicallydetailedconfigurationincluding a hand
somestained-glassdome,but the auditoriumhas beenre
built to accommodatetwo stagesfor Trinity SquareReper
tory Company.Both the Strandandthe Majesticwerebuilt
exclusivelyfor motion picturepresentations.

Loew’sState,now theProvidencePerformingArts Center
1928; George & C. W. Rapp, architects,220 Weybosset

- Street,alsohasanexteriorof terracotta,butits exterioris far
lessexpressivelyarticulatedthan its palatialinterior. A long,
mirror-lined foyer leadsto an opulent,two-story lobby. The
auditorium- embellishedwith lush, polychrome,high-re
lief plasterornamentationin an eclectic Spanish/Baroque
mode - accommodates3200 spectatorson four separate
seatinglevels.In planandfunction, the theatrediffered little
from contemporarydowntowntheatres,but its magnificence
of scale and finish were unparalleled in Rhode Island,

making this thepremiertheatrein thestate,capableof both
stageandscreenproductions.

Just as retail establishmentsbegan to move out from
downtown and into residentialneighborhoodsin the early
yearsof the twentieth century,so too did theatres,particu
larly as motion picturesbecamepopular family entertain
ment. Thefirst of theseneighborhoodtheatreswasthe Toy
Theatre,now the Avon 1915, 1938; William R. Walker &
Son,architects,260 ThayerStreet.Like downtowntheatres,
theAvon wasusedboth for live andfilmed performancesin
its early years. It interior has been substantiallymodified
and reflectsits 1938 "Moderne" remodeling.The elaborate
Uptown Theatre1926; Orestodi Saia, architect,264-270
Broadway,like the Toy, waslocatedon a streetundergoing
commercialdevelopmentin the l9lOs and 1920s. Also lo
catedin a neighborhoodshoppingnode,the CastleCinema
1925, 1039 ChalkstoneAvenue,is amodestArt Deco the
atre, its ornamentationtypical and popular for such build
ings.

Fig. 212: Loew’s State Theatre1928, 220 WeybossetStreet.

1-ig. 211: MajesticTheatre1917, 201 WasHington Street.

Fig. 213: Uptown Ineatre1926, 264-270Broaaway.
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Post-World War II theatreshave beenbuilt outside the
city, usuallyin the numeroussuburbanshoppingcenters-
much asthe neighborhoodtheatresmovedto neighborhood
shoppingnodeswithin the city. While the early twentieth-
century theatres emulated the downtown theatres on a
modestscale,the new theatresare simple, unornamented
boxes,generallyfeaturingseveralsmall theatresforavariety
of motion pictures.

Hotels

The hotel,hereas in Europe,evolvedfrom the inn. By the
earlyeighteenthcentury,ProvidenceandRhodeIslandhad
severaltavernsand inns, locatedboth on major overland
transportationroutes and in population centers.The best
knownandmostimportantof thesewasthe GoldenBall Inn,
latertheMansionHouseHotel,which stoodat thesoutheast
cornerof Benefit andSouthCourt Streetsin closeproximity
to theStateHouseanda livery stable.Only asmallfragment
of the building survives, a rear wing along South Court
Street,for the main block was demolishedin the twentieth
century.

Thechief distinctionbetweeninn andhotel is the greater
sizeof thebuilding andthe greaternumberof public rooms.
Severalbuildings in Providenceweretransitionalhostelries,
betweenthe inn and the hotel. Franklin House 1823-24;
John Holden Greene, architect on Market Squarewas a
five-story brick building. It was markedly larger than the
GoldenBall Inn andapresenceon MarketSquare.The City
Hotel wascreatedin 1832 by the enlargementof theCharles
DyerHouseca. 1820 on WeybossetStreet,approximately
on thesiteof theOutlet Co.building. TheCity Hotel offered
a ladies’ parlor, readingroom, andbathsat the time of its
opening,anda dancinghall wasaddedduring renovations
in 1839. The renownof Boston’sTremontHousemay well
have inspired the deluxe amenities of the City Hotel; it
servedas Providence’smajor hostelryfor nearlyfifty years

and remainedin operationuntil its demolition in 1903.
The City Hotel notwithstanding,Providence lacked a

large and impressivehotel like thosein New York, Boston,
or Newport.According to theHand-Bookof the City of Prov
idence, the completion of the NarragansettHotel in 1878
Walker & Gould,architectsprovided"Providenceand its
citizens. . . with their muchneededandlongdesiredhotel."
Thisseven-storymasonrystructure,locatedimmediatelyad
jacent to the City Hotel, offered over two hundredrooms
andall the convenienceswhich makea "first-class" hotel:
smoking room, writing room, bar, lunch rooms, billiard
room, ladies’ receptionroom, dining room, and elevator.
The lobby, with its largestaircase,gavegrandemphasisto
the public spacesin what remainedthe prime hotel in the
city well into the twentieth century. It was demolishedin
1960.

Fig. 215: Franklin House1823-24,demolishedCa. 1935, North Main
at CollegeStreet.

Fig. 214: NarragansettHotel 1878, aeniolished1960, Weyt’ossetat DorranceStreet.
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In addition to the NarragansettHotel, Providencehad a
number of smaller hostelries, most located downtown.
Thoseremaininginclude the Abbott ParkHotel 1902, 267
WeybossetStreet;BlackstoneHotel 1911; Clark, Howe &
Homer, architects,317 WestminsterStreet;andthe Hotel
Dreyfuss ca. 1890, 1917;William R. Walker & Son, archi
tects, 119 WashingtonStreet. They offered accommoda
tions for betweenfifty and one hundred,and their public
spaceswere lesscommodious.

The importance of size and modernity was perhaps
nowheremoreemphasized-savefor skyscrapers-thanin
hotels.The highly toutedNarragansetthadbecomealmost
an embarrassmentto Providenceby 1915 if the lamenta
tions of city leadersare to be believed.A drive was on to
provide the city with an up-to-date, first-classhotel. The
ProvidenceBiltmore 1922;Warren& Wetmore,architects,
11 DorranceStreet,combinedluxuriousnew public rooms,
modemtechnology,and the panacheof a design from the
leadinghotel designersin New York. At eighteenstories,it
dominatedthe Providenceskyline, and the top-floor ball
room took advantageof views acrossthe city anddown the
bay. The Biltmore employeda typical late Georgian/neo
Federaldecorativevocabulary:modernityof settingwasnot
desirable,savein bathrooms,kitchens,and elevators.The
other large hotel from the same years was the Wayland
Manor1922;Harry A. Lewis,architect,500Angell Street,a
seven-storyresidential hotel located at one of the then-
developingcommercial nodes.Its location in a residential
setting,its lackof numerouspublic rooms,andits emphasis
on suites of rooms differentiate this residential-oriented
hotel from those serving a more transientclientele in the
central businessdistrict.

Only two newhotelshavebeenconstructedin Providence
sincethe completionof the Biltmore andWayland Manor;
both are franchiseoperationswith buildings designedby
architectsretained by the national corporationsinvolved.
The Holiday Inn 1970;Allen O’Hara,architect,21 Atwells
Avenue, and the Marriott Inn 1975; Py-Vavra of Mil
waukee,architects,Charlesat Orms Street,are bothsimilar
to their corporatesiblings elsewhere.Like the Biltmore or
the now-demolishedNarragansett, they provide public
rooms,but which today are usedas meetingroomsand re
ception rooms rather than billiard or writing rooms. Per
haps most significantly, both are locatednear and highly
visible from InterstateHighway 95, animportantconsidera
tion for franchiseswith a nationalclienteleof motorists.

Automobile-Related Structures

The impact of the automobile on American life in the
twentieth centuryhas been extensive,and aspectsof this
impact havealready beennoted. The automobilehas not
only affected the characteranduse of pre-existingtypes of
buildings,but hasalso creatednew building forms devoted
exclusivelyto it - automobilesalesand servicebuildings.

The origin of such facilities was the livery stable,a com
monfixture in the nineteenthcentury.In fact, severallivery
stablesevolved into an enterprisefor automobilecare. The
WhatCheerGarage1910, 1923,et seq.,160 BenefitStreet,
probably the first commercial garagein Providence,was
originally adjacentto a livery stable in operationsince at
leastthe middle of the nineteenthcentury.The reinforced-
concretestructurewasdesignedto storeninety carson three
levels,with centralrepairfacilitiesas well as gasoline,oil, air
pumps,andwashingfacilitieson eachlevel. As theautomo
bile grewin popularity,the WhatCheerGarageexpandedas
the old stableswere torn down and replacedby additional
car servicefacilities.

Otherearlyautomobileservicingstructuresin Providence
arerare. Theconceptof built-in obsolescenceappearedwith
theautomobileandseemsto havespreadquickly to automo
bile-relatedstructures.Many earlyservicestationswere in
dependentlyownedandoperated;their designswere often
highly idiosyncratic,a deviceto lure themotoristoff theroad
andinto the station as much as an indication of individual
ownership. Typical of theseis the Harold Gordon Service
Station 1926, 498-502 Pine Street,an eyecatchingbrick-

Fig. 217: Marriott Inn 1975, Charles at OrmsStreet.

- :
Fig. 216: Biltmore Hotel 1922, 11 DorranceStreet.
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and-stonebuilding with a two-storycornertower. The one
story stuccoedstructurewith a pantile roof erectedby the
Sterling ServiceOil Company1925, 221 Smith Street,is
typical of early franchises.The stuccoed,neo-FederalStan
dardOil Station1926, 107PointStreet,is anearlyexample
of the "colonial," domestic-scalebuildings erectedby na
tional companiesthroughoutthe country. By the time such
stationswere built, the basic format of the servicestation
was well established:set well back on the lot, the building
housedfacilities for repair and servicingas well as a small
office. In front of the building, banksof gasolinepumps,air
pumps, and water hosesprovided drive-in services.The
form of the servicestation haschangedlittle since, varying
only in "style" from theboxy modernismof Rubier’sTexaco
SuperServiceStation1949, 591 ElmwoodAvenue, to the
ranch-house-inspiredShell ServiceStation ca. 1970, 370-
378 Broad Street.

Early automobiledealershipsare equally rare. Only the
PackardMotor Car Showroom1912; Albert Kahn, archi
tect, 202 WashingtonStreet,survivesin anything like on-

ginal condition. Richly finished in polychromeglazedterra
cotta, this two-story building hashadtheoriginal enormous
plate-glasswindows of the automobileshowroomreplaced
with a muchlaterstorefront.The elaboratetreatmentof the
building reflectsthe prestigeandquality of thePackardMo
tor Car; Packard,however,choseto locate its showroom
downtown,whereasmostof theautomobiledealershipses
tablishedtheir quartersalong ElmwoodAvenue and North
Main Street. Dealershipsgenerally followed a fairly stan
dardformat, seenasearlyas 1913 in the Foss-HughesCom
pany’sPierceArrow showroomat 194 Elmwood Avenue:a
one-story,flat-roof, masonrybuilding with emphasisgiven
to theshowroomin front,highly visiblebecauseof extensive
useof plate-glasswindows. Officesat the rearof the show
room divided it from the servicedepartmentat the rear of
the building. The building itself was usuallysited near the
centerof a relatively largeparcelof land,surroundedby new
and used automobilesfor sale. This format, virtually un
changedtoday, seemsto have beenthe origin of the now
all-pervasivecommercialblock frontedby "ampleparking."

Fig. 218: i-iarold Goraon serviceStation1926, 498-502Pine street. i-ig. 219: Rubier’sTexacoStation1949, 591 ElmwoodAvenue.

115



ECCLESIASTICAL ARCHITECTURE

The ethnic diversity of Providenceand the city’s long
historyhaveleft a wealthof meetinghouses,churches,and
synagoguesthroughoutthe city. More thanany otherarchi
tectural form, religious structuresas placesof worship are
designedto evokean emotionalresponsedirectly relatedto
the function of the building. Functionalconsiderations,in
fluencedby theologyandliturgy, play a centralrolein estab
lishing this form; and the ethnicdiversity of the population
aswell as the shift in theologicalandliturgical attitudesover
time, combinedwith generalchangesin taste,add to the
variety of forms and stylesselectedasappropriatefor such
buildings.The importanceof thesebuildings is underscored
by their being- beyondreligious,ethnic,or socialbarome
ters - the prime exposureto large, costly, stylish architec
ture for many of their congregations’members:no other
classof buildings in the city is both of high quality and so
intimately associatedwith the lives of somany Providence
citizens.

This discussionwill considerecclesiasticalarchitecture
chronologicallyandtypologically, beginningwith housesof
worship erectedby the earliestsettlers,Protestantsof En
glish stock.This will be followed by analysisof the some
what different architectural characteristics of Roman
Catholic and Orthodoxchurches,and that will be followed
by an analysisof the architectureof Jewishhousesof wor
ship.

ProtestantChurches

Oneof thephilosophicalbasesof RogerWilliams’s settle
ment in Providencein 1636 wasthe conceptof freedomof
religious thought.Thelatitude of thinking in theearlyyears
of Providenceallowed acceptanceof believersof all faiths,
with the result that Providencewas not centeredarounda
single approvedchurchas in Massachusettsand Connecti
cut. In 1671, Providencewas describedas

containingabout 40 or 50 Householders,though so
small yet tripartited into 3 distinct Churchesand Con
gregationseachdiffering from the other in principles.
And the whole Jurisdiction, if they agreein any one
position, [it] is this, That every Man though of any
Hedgereligion oughtto professeandpracticehisown
tenetswithout any molestationor disturbance.

Perhapsas a result, for someyears religious serviceswere
held out of doors, in John Smith’s mill, or in individual
houses.No church building was erecteduntil 1700 when
Roger Williams’s followers, the Baptists,put up their own
meetinghouseon North Main StreetnearSmith’smill. Dur
ing the first quarterof the eighteenthcentury, Anglicans,
Congregationalists,and Quakersall erectedhousesof wor
ship here.The Baptistmeetinghousewasbuilt "in shapeof
a haycap,"andtheotherbuildingsweresimple,woodstruc
tures, squareor rectangularin plan. When Providence’s
prosperityandpopulationbeganto increaseaboutthe time
of theRevolution, larger,more elaboratehousesof worship
went up aroundthe city. Five of theseProtestantchurches
remain,andtheyare linked by similaritiesof form, following
earlyeighteenth-centuryEnglishprototypes.

Theearliestandin manywaysthemostimportantof these
is the First Baptist Meeting House 1775; Joseph Brown,
architect,75 North Main Street,the third structurecreated

by this congregation.The large gable-roof, wood-frame,
clapboardstructureis squarein plan with an entrancetower
andsteepleon its westside.JosephBrown useddesignsfrom
JamesGibbs’s Book ofArchitecture1728 ashissources.The
steepleis a rejectedschemefor that at St. Martin’s-in-the-
Fields in London, while the interior organization- using
colossalcolumnscut by balconieson threesidesof the sanc
tuary - is typical of that of Gibbs’s churches.The square
plan, the organizationof seating,theentranceson thesides,
and the emphasison the pulpit all draw on the meeting-
housetradition. The basicexterior format hadalreadybeen
introducedto Providencein King’s Chapel1721, theprede
cessorof St. John’s Church,but the First Baptist Meeting
HousegaveProvidenceits first full exposureon a largescale
to sophisticated,monumentaldesign in the English taste,
both in the towering, elaboratesteepleand in the well-
appointedinterior.

The format of a rectangularmass with gable roof and
entrancetower at the west gableend remaineda standard
format, with somevariation, until about 1840. At leasttwo
churches,however,deviatedfrom this type: the First Con
gregationalChurch 1795, destroyedby fire in 1814;Caleb
Ormsbee,architect/builder, Benefit at BenevolentStreet,
andBeneficentCongregationalChurch1809;BarnardEddy
and John Newman, builders. Remodeledin 1836; James
Bucklin, architect,300 WeybossetStreet.The First Congre
gationalChurch,inspiredby Bulfinch’s Hollis StreetChurch
1788 andultimatelyreflectingWren’sSt. Paul’sin London,

Fig. 221: First Baptist MeetingHouse1775, 75 North Main Street.
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hada tower at eachside of the facade,flanking a colossal
entranceportico in the center. Beneficent Congregational
Churchis squarein plan,andits low hip roof supportsahigh
drumandhemisphericaldomecappedwith a tall lanternat
the centerof the building; a colossaltetrastyleportico de
finestheentrance.Bucklin’s remodelingchangedthe quality
and scale of the ornamentationto heavier Greek Revival
motifs, but the building’s original format remainssubstan
tially unchanged.Beneficent’sdome is strictly an external
feature; it is unarticulatedon the now altered interior. At
presenttheinterior hasa flat ceiling andabalconythat cuts
colossal columns; its pews have been replaced, and the
chancelandchoir are much reworked.

JohnHoldenGreenedesignedtwo churchesfollowing this
basicformatin theseconddecadeof thenineteenthcentury,
both inspired by Boston examples. St John’s Episcopal
Church1810, 275 North Main Street,andthe First Unitar
ian Church1816, 301 BenefitStreet,are remarkablysimilar
in overall massing:apedimentedpavilion breaksforwardin
the centerof the facade,anda squaretower risesfrom the
pavilion, barely intersectingthe roofline of the main body.
On the interior of both, a low saucerdomerestson colossal
columnscut by balconies.But the two churchesare articu
lated entirely differently: St. John’s uses the eighteenth-
centuryGothick mode,while First Unitarianis moreGibbs-
like - particularly in its steeple- with a bold, almost
baroqueclassicism for the articulation of the facade,tem
peredslightly by Gothick motifs, notably the traceryin the
windows.

This end-gable, rectangular-planformat proved easily
adaptableto the Greek forms that came into fashionin the
1820s. St. Stephen’sEpiscopalChurch 1840, 400 Benefit
Street,differs little in format from earlier churchesit, too,
originally hada steeple,savefor shiftsin scaleanddetail as
a GreekRevival building. And while the WestminsterCon
gregationalChurch1829;RussellWarren,architect- now
alteredbeyondrecognitionat 125 MathewsonStreethadno

steeple,it usedthe sameformat with a monumentalocta
style Ionic portico acrossthe facade.

Around 1840, the Gothic Revival becameestablishedas
themost appropriate- andsubsequentlythe predominant
- form for churches.Significantly, this shift in taste first
occurredwithin the Anglican andRomanCatholicdenom
inations, whoseliturgical and architecturaltraditionswere
the mostclosely linked to the Middle Ages.The use of me
dieval sourcesbecameprevalentfor severalreasons.About
1820, architecturalinterest in general in this country had
begun to focus on picturesqueimagerywith romanticas
sociations.The early conceptof the Gothic here - and in
Englandbeginning in the mid-eighteenthcentury - was
perceivedandhandledmore as yet another"order" to be
used in a classical composition; the Gothick detail of
Greene’sSt. John’sChurchfalls within this tradition. More
significant, however,was the Gothic’s associationalvalue.
Anglican clericsand architectsbeganto advocatetheGothic
for churchesas an appropriatesetting for worship: the
revival of interest in medievalliturgy - a reaction to the
rationalist, eighteenth-centuryemphasison preaching -

madeGothic forms desirable;the revival of form andfunc
tion went hand in glove. This rebirth of medieval liturgy
and architecture was promulgated by the Cambridge
Camden Society, among others, whose ideas spread
through its publicationsand various branches,including
one in the United States. English architectswere closely
involved with this Anglican ecclesiologicalmovement,and
by the mid-1830sA. W. N. Pugin whose zeal for me
dievalism prompted his conversion from the Church of
Englandto RomanCatholicismin 1835hadbegunto realize
physically the equivalencebetweenGothicstyle andChris
tianity. The thirteenth-centuryparish churchesappealed
particularly asprototypesto English architects.

Fig. 222: aenepcentLongregational Churcn 1809, 300 Wey
bossetStreet.

Fig. 223: st. JohnsEpiscopalChurch 11U, 275 North Main Street.
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The leadersof the Gothic Revival in American church
architecturewere both from Great Britain: an Englishman,
Richard Upjohn 1802-78,who mainly designedEpiscopal
churches,and an Irishman, the prolific Patrick C. Keeley
1816-96, responsible for many of the major Roman
Catholicchurchesandcathedralsin the eastduring thesec
ondhalf of the nineteenthcentury.Both menhadfirst-hand
knowledgeof medievalchurchesand Gothic forms. These
two nationally prominentarchitectsmadesignificantcontri
butions to Providencechurchbuilding.

Upjohn introducedthe full-blown Gothic Revival here
with the landmark Grace Episcopal Church 1846, 175
MathewsonStreet.Basedon thirteenth-centuryEnglishpro
totypes,it replacedan earlierGothick structureon the site,
designedby Russell Warren. The brownstonestructureis
significant for its massing: for one of the first times in
American ecclesiasticalarchitecture,the tower and spire
were located off center,giving a more "correct" as per
ceived at the time and picturesqueprofile. Its useof ver
nacular English Gothic set a precedentparticularly for
Episcopal churches throughout the city well into the
twentieth century, including Christ Church1888; William
R. Walker & Son, architects, 909 Eddy Street, and St.
Martin’s Church 1916; Clarke & Howe, architects, 50
Orchard Avenue. Upjohn himself returned to Providence
to build anotherEpiscopal church fifteen years later: St.
Stephen’s1860-62, 114 GeorgeStreet.St. Stephen’salso
falls within the English vernacular tradition, but its

crocketed exterior is more highly articulated than the
earlier GraceChurch.

English Gothic was not the only source for mid-
nineteenth-centuryecclesiasticalarchitecture;othersources,
generallymedieval, also found acceptance.ThomasTefft’s
designsof the late 1840sandearly185Osrelied moreon the
LombardRomanesqueheusedin anumberof hisbuildings,
notably the first Union Station1848. His SecondUniver
salist Church 1847, 151 WeybossetStreet, a simple brick
building set gableendto the street,hasornamentationlim
ited to round-archwindows with voussoirsand connecting
impost blocks. The Central CongregationalChurch 1853,
226 Benefit Street,the most completelyRomanesqueof his
designsin Providence,hasa brownstonestreetfrontof sub
lime simplicity and strength:two identical towersflank the
central,gable-endsection,andthearticulation is dominated
by roundedarchesfor doors and windows and elaborate
corbeling. Tefft turnedto asymmetricalmassingfor the Sec
ond Baptist Church 1856-57, formerly on Weybosset
Street;renderedentirely in brick, thebuilding is something
of a translation of the asymmetrical Gothic format into
Romanesque.Tefft’s Romanesquemode remained pop
ular locally after the architect’sdeathin 1859,as seenin the
Congdon Street Baptist Church 1874, an asymmetrical,
woodenbuilding with simple, Romanesquedetail.

The use of non-Gothicandnon-Englishsourceswas, at
first, limited to non-AnglicanProtestantchurches,wherethe
correspondencebetweenbuilding and liturgy did not so
strongly suggest tradition-sanctionedsources.But by the
1 860s, the Gothic Revival found greateracceptanceamong
all Protestant faiths and remained the standardstylistic
mode for churchesuntil the middle yearsof the twentieth
century. Trinity Methodist Church 1865; Clifton A. Hall,
architect,389 Broad Street,is a simplebrick structurepat
ternedafter English Gothic parish churches,with a corner

Fig. 224: Grace Episcopal Church 1846, 175 MathewsonStreet. Fig. 225: Central CongregationalChurch 1853, 226 BenefitStreet.
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tower and hood molds. The tower is of somewhatmixed
parentage:the basehas anglebuttressesin English Gothic
fashion,but the drum below the slenderspire is octagonal
and more Romanesquein spirit. This typically Victorian
blend of Gothic andRomanesqueis moreclear in theJeffer
son Street Baptist Church now Saints Sahagand Mesrob
ArmenianApostolic Church; 1868; Niles B. Schubarth,ar
chitect, 68 JeffersonStreet:its basicform is Gothic, but the
geometricjuxtapositionsof the tower and the round-arch
windows recall be Romanesque.Roger Williams Baptist
Church 1866, 190, 1907, 201 WoodwardRoad,is by far
the most faithfully derivedEnglish-parish-typechurchbuilt
during theseyears. Constructedof random-coursegranite
ashlarwith a gableroof sweepinglow to the groundanda
massivestone tower, the church stands in a rural setting
much like English parishchurches,and its use by workers
and managersat the WanskuckMill likens its function to
that of its prototypes.

The gable-end,side-towerformat was usedfrequentlyin
the late nineteenthcentury for Protestantchurches.Brick
wasthecommonmaterialfor largerstructures:Union Baptist
Church 1876, 10 East Street,andthe Union Presbyterian
Church 1895, 619 ChalkstoneAvenue. Smaller churches
were often of wood: CranstonStreet Methodist Church
1883, 693 CranstonStreet, and the People’sEvangelical
Church1891, 35 AshmontStreet.Most of theseare rudi
mentarilyGothic,definedmoreby form andproportionthan
by ornament.

Gothic Revival in Protestantchurch design was all but
universaluntil almostthe endof the century.The symbolic,
associationalquality of the styleseemsto havebecomemore
generalizedin the late nineteenthcentury - at least for
somegroups- anddid notnecessarilyconnotebelief in any
one theologicalmovement.

ThebeefyRomanesqueof H. H. Richardson’sTrinity Epis
copal Church 1872-77 in Boston had enormousimpact
elsewhere, but its effect was little seen in Providence
churches.Only the CranstonStreet Baptist Church 1892;
A. B. Jenningsof New York, architect,475 CranstonStreet,

usesthe bold, geometricaljuxtapositionsof forms rendered
in roughgraniteandbrownstonefavoredby Richardson,and
it is a fine exampleof RichardsonianRomanesque.Calvary
Baptist Church 1905; Arthur Eaton Hill, architect, 747
BroadStreet,owesa debt to Richardson’sRomanesqueman
ner for its massing,but its exterior articulationderivesfrom
the standardEnglish Gothic sources,and the copper-clad
flèche-like tower over the center of the sanctuaryrecalls
FrenchHigh Gothic.

The most unusual late nineteenth-centuryProtestant
churchin the city is Central CongregationalChurch1890-
93; Carrere& Hastingsof New York, architects,296Angell
Street.The cruciform-planbuilding hasa facadecomposed
of apedimentflankedby twin towersa formatsimilar to the

Fig. 227: JeffersonStreetBaptist Church 1868, 68 Jefferson
Street.

Fig. 226: Congdon Street Baptist Church 1874, 15 Fig. 228: Central CongregationalChurch 1890-93,296 AngeIl Street.
CongdonStreet.
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congregation’spreviouschurchat 226 Benefit Street,origi
nally cappedwith elaboratedomesand large volutes, re
movedin the 195Os.Over the centerof theauditoriumrises
a large dome,supportedon piers and pilasters,concealed
within the exterior high drum and low saucerdome.The
building’s plan - onecommonlyusedin Americanpreach
ing churches- is thusreadilyevidentfrom theexterior,but
its articulation is less predictable.The architects cameto
Providencefor this commissionon the heelsof completing
severalbuildingsin Floridain a SpanishBaroquestylesimi
lar to the earliestcolonial structuresthere,andthis is partof
their Spanishphase;however,the stylistic allusion to the
architectureof Counter-ReformationRomanCatholicismis
a curious anomaly for a New England Congregational
church,evenin light of contemporary enthusiasmfor Re
naissancestructures.Nonetheless,it is a handsome,well-
designedbuilding.

The First Churchof Christ Scientist1906-13; Hoppin &
Field, architects,71 ProspectStreet,usesa cruciform plan
and domeas in CentralCongregational,but it derivesfrom
sixteenth-centuryItalianprototypes,like ChristianScience’s
"Mother Church" in Boston; theselectionof thehumanistic
classicismof the Italian Renaissanceseemsparticularly ap
propriate.

The most emphaticcombinationof liturgical needsand
traditionalformswascreatedforGloria Dei LutheranChurch
1928;Martin Hedmarkwith Jackson,Robertson& Adams,
architects,15 HayesStreet.Built for a Swedishcongrega
tion, Gloria Dei’s designdrawson Swedishprecedents,par
ticularly somewell knowncastles,andunifiesthis vernacu
lar with an elaboratetrinitarian iconographyandtraditional
ecclesiasticalformat. The exterior of the brick-and-stone
building is dominatedby two towers,the taller, easternone
culminatingin a cross.Significanthere,too, is theconceptof
an ethnic church calling attention to its members’heritage
by usinganethno-speciflcarchitecturalvocabulary- in this
caseevento the selectionof anarchitectfrom the old coun
try.

The Gothic of English parish churchescontnuedin an
increasinglyarchaeologicallycorrectform for twentieth-cen

tury Protestantchurches.Revival architecturein general-
be it Georgian,Tudor, or Gothic - went through such a
phaseduring theseyears, and the Gothic in this country
enjoyedthe attention of architectand ecclesiologistRalph
Adams Cram 1863-1942,whose career included several
importantcommissionsin Newportas well as the designof
the seal for the Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island. The
Gothic Revivalchurchesof theseyearswereoften rendered
in random-courseashlar, and their asymmetricallyplaced
towersgenerallyhadno spires,like their prototypes.Typical
of these is St. Martin’s Episcopal Church 1916 et seq.;
Clarke& Howe, architects,60 OrchardAvenue.The West
minster CongregationalChurch 1907; Howard K. Hilton,

Fig. 230: Gloria Dei Evangelical Lutheran Church 1928, 15 Hayes
Street.

Fig. 229: First Church of Christ Scientist1906-13,
pect Street.
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Fig. 231: St. Martin’s EpiscopalChurch 1916 et seq., 60 Orchard
Avenue.
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architect, 126 Adelaide Avenue, has a steep, cross-gable
roof and a squat, squaretower at the intersection of the
perpendicularwingsof thebuilding. Thesimple, brick-and
ashlarSt. Paul’s Evangelical LutheranChurch1939; Jack
son,Robertson& Adams,architects,445ElmwoodAvenue,
brought an endto the century-longphaseof ecclesiastical
Gothicism in Providence.

Only a few Protestantchurcheshave been built since
World War II. The Olney StreetBaptist Church1963;John
son& Haynes,architects,100 Olney Street,is a simplebrick
box with an overhangingflat roof and windows at the
roofline andthe cornersof the building. This chastestruc
ture, built for the oldestdenominationin the city, is closein
spirit to theearliestBaptist churches,anunembellishedrect
angularstructurerenderedin the vernacular.

RomanCatholic Churches

The debutof the Gothic Revival about1840 coincidedin
Providencewith the beginningsof tremendouspopulation
growth throughimmigration.Immigrantscamefrom differ
ent countries: first from Ireland, then later from Italy and
Canadaandothercountries- but many of them shareda
common religion previouslyabsentin Providence,Roman
Catholicism.By the turn of the century the vast numberof
immigrantsmadeRomanCatholicismthe predominantreli
gion in Providenceandnecessitatedthe constructionof over
twenty parish churchesand a cathedral,all built between
1840 and1930.Most of themusedthe medievalprototypes
advocatedby Puginandby Eugne-EmanuelViollet-le-Duc
1814-79 in France,but the liturgical demandsof Roman
Catholicismas well as thetraditionsof peoplesfrom various
homelandsmadefor a morelively and varied architecture
for their housesof worship.While Protestantchurchesgen
erally retained the thirteenth- and fourteenth-centuryEn
glish parish church as a basic prototype, RomanCatholic
churcheslooked to a longerandbroadertradition of ecclesi
astical architectureoften - butnot necessarily- basedin
the heritageof their parishes.

The first Roman Catholic churchesbuilt in Providence
were only tentatively Gothic. Sts. Peterand Paul 1838,
WestminsterStreet,andSt. Patrick’s 1842;RussellWarren,
architect,StateStreet,wererough stonebuildings covered
with smoothstucco.St. Patrick’swasbuilt with moreor less
Greek Revivalproportions,includinga low-gableroof, with
Gothic details on the facade.

The first fully realizedGothic Revival RomanCatholic
church in Providencewas designedby an Irish-born archi
tect for a largely Irish-borncongregation.PatrickC. Keeley,
the sonof anarchitect/builder,hadstudiedwith Puginand
had exposureto medievalarchitectureand training in the
Gothic mode.Keeley immigratedto New York in 1841,and
from his Brooklyn office designedapproximatelyfive hun
dredchurches.In 1851,work beganfrom his designsfor St.
Joseph’sChurch completed1853, 86 Hope Street,a ran
dom courseashlar-and-brownstonestructurepatternedon
British Gothic prototypes,with a crocketedentrancetower.
St. Joseph’sis a fine andimpressivebuilding; upon its com
pletion, the ProvidenceDaily Journal reported"The style of
the building is Gothic,after the Puginmanner.. . . It is one
of thelargest,mostsubstantial,andbeautiful in thecity, and
is an ornamentto the sectionwhere it stands."The stylish
Gothic modemusthavealsoappealedin a morefundamen
tal way to its parishioners,mostof them recentimmigrants
from Ireland.

A similar essayin the Gothic Revival, also for an Irish
parish, is St. Mary’s Church 1864-1901;JamesMurphy,
architect,538 Broadway.Like St.Joseph’s,it is a largebuild

Fig. 232: St. Joseph’sRoman Catholic Church 1853, 86 Hope
Street.

Fig. 233: St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church 1864-1901, 530
Broadway.
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ing of ruggedstoneconstruction,but it is morepicturesquely
massed,with a squareentrancetower on onecornerand a
spiredturret at rear.

Becauseof the growing numberof Roman Catholicsin
Rhode Island,Providencewas designatedan independent
diocesein 1872 with Sts. Peterand Paul as the episcopal
seat.The 1838 church was not large enough to serve the
needsof the diocese,andconstructionon a cathedralbegan
in 1878.P. C. Keeley,by this time thepre-eminentdesigner
of RomanCatholicchurchesin theeast,wasengagedfor the
new building, just as he was for the cathedralsin Buffalo,
Chicago, Boston, Hartford, and Portland. The cruciform-
plan cathedralwas constructedof rough-hewnsandstone,
like his earlierSt. Joseph’s,but its designwasan emphatic
departure from that church or earlier Roman Catholic
churchesin Providence.Massive twin towersdominatethe
facade,anda largerosewindow set within a lancetarch fills
the pedimentedcentersection.In plan andform, the cathe
dral owesa considerabledebt to FrenchGothic sources,but
thehandlingof its surfacelacks theanimationfoundin those
examples.Instead,the textural surfaceand its articulation
are reminiscentof twelfth- andthirteenth-centurynorth Ital
ian buildings, paricularly in the machicolatedtowers; the
influenceof H. H. Richardson’sworkmay also beseenhere.

Constructionof the cathedraltook eleven years,and by
the time of its completion in 1889,new ethnicgroupshad
begun to comprise the larger componentsof the Roman
Catholic populationin Providence.This shift was visually
manifestedin the new churchesthey built. For a French
Canadianparish in northwestProvidence,JamesMurphy
designedSt. Edward’s Church 1889, 991 BranchAvenue.
The influenceof FrenchGothic is particularly evidentin the
verticality of the building’s massing.St. Michael’s Church
1891-1915;Murphy, Hindle & Wright, architects,251 Ox
ford Street, is constructedof red brick with an extremely
large, square tower centeredon the facade;built for the
largestIrish parishin the state,it relatesclosely in form and
style to contemporary Roman Catholic churches then
a-building in Englandand Ireland. The Church of the As
sumption 1910-12; Murphy, Hindle & Wright, architects,
805 Potters Avenue, uses a French Gothic motif like St.
Edward’s,but the associationis more clear in the use of
pairedtowersasymmetricallyhandled:the west towerhasa
crenellatedbelfry, while the easttower stopsabruptly just
below the peakof the end-gableroof.

Gothic andRomanesquerevival stylescontinuedto enjoy
favor as appropriatesettingsfor RomanCatholic worship
well into the twentiethcentury,but they lost their absolute
predominancehere around the turn of the century. The
emerginguse of various historic Italian architecturalstyles
dependedin varying degreesupon severalcircumstances:
Italy, and Romein particular, as the home of the Roman
CatholicChurch,possessmany of the earliestand most im
portant Christian ecclesiastical buildings. The so-called
AmericanRenaissanceat the end of thenineteenthcentury
brought renewedattention to monumental, classicizing
buildings.On a morelocalnote,Italian immigrantsbeganto
settle in Providencein significant numbers,and the new
Italian congregationsincreasinglychoseto build churches
reflecting their ethnicheritage.

The earliest of these Italian prototype churchesis the
Church of the Holy Nameof Jesus1896-1900;AmbroseJ.

Murphy, architecton Camp Street.Its compositionis de
rived from the medievalItalian basilica: a two-story nave
flankedby one-storyshed-roofaislesandwith a campanile
placedtowardtheeasternendof thebuilding. The useof an
Italian prototypefor a predominantlyIrish parish was un
usualbut readilyexplained:the pastorknew first-handearly
Christianbuildingsin Italy andwantedto usetheseasmod
els. Thebuilding wasmuch admiredat the time of its dedi
cation.The ProvidenceVisitor, the newspaperof the Roman
Catholicdiocese,notedin Septemberof 1900that thechurch
"as a pieceof architecture,is uniquehereabouts... beautiful
in its simplelines." At the sametime, the ProvidenceDaily
Journal commendedits "classicbeautyof the interior as a
whole, its purity of toneandthe utterabsenceof tawdriness
in coloring and decoration."

Fig. 234: St. Edwara’s Koman uatnouc Churcn 1889, 991 rancn
Avenue.
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The Churchof the BlessedSacrament1899-1905;Hems
& LaFarge of New York, architects,AcademyAvenue at
RegentStreet,follows the Italian basilica format, here ren
deredin redbrick, terra cotta,andbrownstonein a manner
reminiscent of RomanesqueLombardy; windows in the
churchare by the architect’sfather, JohnLaFarge,the pre
eminentAmericanstained-glassdesigner.C. GrantLaFarge,
who designeda number of Roman Catholic churchesin
various styles, firmly believed that "Catholicism and
catholicitygo handin hand."

Thebasilicaplanwith campanile,following medievalItal
ian prototypes,enjoyedconsiderablepopularity during the
first three decadesof the twentieth century in both Italian
andnon-Italianparishes.St. Ann’s Church1910; Murphy,
Hindle & Wright, architects,Hawkinsat CharlesStreets,is
the mosthighly imitative of TuscanRomanesquesources,
with an elaboratelyarticulatedpolychrome exterior. Our
Lady of Mount Carmel1925; JohnF. O’Malley, architect,
Dean Streetat Atwells Avenue,continued the format and
thepolychromedecoration;it representsthe endof this tra
dition at its most fully articulated.Both of thesechurches
werebuilt for Italian parishes.For the Polish parishchurch
of St. Adelbert’s 1925; ErnestLudorff of Bridgeport,Con
necticut, architect,860 Atwells Avenue,coloredbrick was
used for a patternedpolychromeeffect on the facadeand
flanking campanile,but the building’s massing is more
restrainedthan that of earlier buildings in this mode.The
largely Frenchparish of Our Lady of Lourdes1928; Am
broseJ. Murphy, architect, 901 Atwells Avenue,built an
evensimplerchurchthanSt.Adelbert’s,with ornamentation
limited chiefly to recessedpanelsat the top of the facade.

The few modernRomanCatholicchurchesin Providence
follow a traditional format. St. Pius 1960-62, [230] Eaton
Street, has a campanile,though its form and that of the
churchare"updated."St. Augustine1962 on MountPleas
ant Avenue hasa high navewith its gableendtoward the
street.While modernin style,both buildings show the lin
geringof traditional ecclesiasticalforms that hadbeenestab
lishedhere in the nineteenthcentury.

Fig. 236: Church of the BlessedSacrament1899-1905,AcaaemyAve
nue at RegentAvenue.

Fig. 235: Church of theHoly NameofJesus1896-1900,99-109Camp
Street.

Fig. 237: St. Ann’s RomanCatholic Church 1910, 280 Hawkins Street.
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Synagogues

In the mid-nineteenthcentury, the ProvidenceJewish
populationwaslarge enoughto require the constructionof
synagogues,the earliesthousesof which havenow disap
peared.The earliestextant synagogueis that built for the
Congregationof the Sonsof Jacob1905-12, 1920; Harry
Marshak, architect, 24 DouglasAvenue. Sited on a high
stone basement,the one-storybrick structureis unembel
lished, with a central entranceinto a vestibule anda large
auditorium. It is typical of theearlyProvidencesynagogues,
built as a utilitarian structureby a relatively poor congrega
tion.

Two major synagogueswere built in Providencein the
secondand third decadesof the twentieth century.Temple
Beth El 1911;BanningandThornton,architects,688 Broad
Street,built for the Congregationof the Sonsof Israel and
David, is a classicizing, brown-brickstructurewith a pedi
mented portico supportedby two Corinthian columns in
antis. TempleEmanuEl 1928; Krokyn & Brown, architects,
295 Morris Avenue,employsa basically classicizingformat,
but the whole is renderedwith restrainedArt Deco detailing,

juxtaposingsimple,geometricforms. A low saucerdomeon
a high, polygonal drum dominatesthe composition.Both
templesfollow theformat of Solomon’sTempleI Kings6,
with a vestibule,a nave,andan inner sanctuary.

The geographicaldiversity of the Jewishexperienceand
divisions within the faith discouragedtheestablishmentof a
widely accepted, traditional architectural vocabulary for
synagoguedesign. While Protestantsrelied extensivelyon
English Gothic prototypesand Catholicshad a wide range
of ancient,medieval,and Renaissancesourcesat hand,Jews
lacked a readily and universally recognizable stylistic
source model. Modernism was thus more readily accessi
ble andacceptablefor new synagoguedesign,andall Provi
dencesynagoguesbuilt sinceWorld War II are modern.The
bestof theseis Temple Beth El 1954; PercivalGoodmanof
New York, architect,72 OrchardAvenue; the building re
tains the prescribedformat for synagogues,renderedin a
freerform. Combiningsanctuary,receptionhall, offices,and
classroomsin a single, complexbuilding, it is designedas a
seriesof interlocking geometricforms and constructedof
brick. The sanctuary,coveredby a broad,parabolicvault, is
lit with high clerestorywindows of stainedglass.

Fig. 238: Congregatwnof theSonsojJacob1905-12,1920, 24 Douglas Fig. 240: Templelieth El 1911, 688 Broaa street.
Avenue.

Fig. 239: 1 empletceth El 1954, 72 Orchara Avenue.
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INDUSTRIAL ARCHITECTURE

For all of the nineteenthandmostof the twentiethcen
turies,industryhasplayedtheleadingrole in thecity’s econ
omy. This long periodof industrialgrowth produceda re
markable legacy. The large, sturdy mill buildings erected
throughoutthe city are handsomebuildingswith, asHenry-
RussellHitchcockput it, "a grandiosedignity." Their pres
enceis anappropriatereminderof major forcesthat shaped
the city.

In 1646, before constructing any churches,schools, or
civic buildings, the citizens of ProvidenceaidedJohnSmith
in establishinga gristmill on the banksof the Moshassuck
River, nearpresent-daySmithStreet.While proto-industrial
operationsof varioussorts - includingiron mongeringand
precious-metalsworking - werepart of the city’s colonial
economy, it was in the secondquarterof the nineteenth
centurythat industrybecamethe leadingcomponentof the
area’seconomicbase.The earliestbuildings usedfor manu
facturing have long since disappearedand are undocu
mented.Consequently,this discussionof Providenceindus
trial architecturebeginsin theearlynineteenthcentury,with
theascendanceof industryto thetopof theeconomichierar
chy.

From the beginning of Providence’sindustrial period,
mostlocal factoriesengagedin oneof threedistinct typesof
manufacturing: textiles, metal work including foundries
and machine-tool operations, and jewelry production.
Otherenterprisesappearedaswell, but thesethreerepresent
the major industriesin the city. Requirementsfor space,
layout, andsizevariedamongthem, giving rise quite early
to typologically distinct forms. As innovationsoccurredin
eachfield and as building technologyadvanced,the facto
ries changedin form. Further,thesuccessandimportanceof
industrythroughoutthe nineteenthcenturynecessitatedthe
constructionof ever-largermanufacturingcomplexes.

Early Mills

Betweenthe 1790 introduction of the textile industry to
Americaat Pawtucketby Providencecapitalistsunderwrit
ing the work of SamuelSlater,andthe first maturity of the
industry around 1830, mill constructionchangedsignifi
cantly. The earliest mills were domestically scaled,clap
board-clad,wood-framestructuresof post-and-beamcon
struction like contemporaryhouses.The entirefloor of each
story could be devotedto industry, save for the spacede
voted to a stairway in one corner of the building. Such
buildings wereoften two-and-a-halfstorieshigh, andtrap
door monitor windows illuminated the workspacein the
attic story. Overthefollowing forty years,mills grewin size,
becoming both longer and wider as well as narrower in
proportion.Thesimplerectangularplan remainedpredomi
nant- thougha stairtower at oneendor centeredon a long
sidebecamecommonafter 1800 - with anL-shapeor, less
frequently,a 1-shapeor U-shapeplan asvariations.Exterior
walls were increasingly of masonry, generally stone. In
terms of style or decoration,theseearlymills were Federal
vernacularin character,with forms renderedin a taut, crisp
manner.

The greatestchange in early mill constructionwas the
introduction of heavy masonrywalls and "slow-burning"
interior construction.Early mills hadusedan interior fram

ing systemof relatively light floor planksrestingon numer
ousfloor joists, aconfigurationthatabettedthe rapidspread
of fire. Largely throughtheeffortsof Providenceindustrialist
and businessmanZachariahAllen, this systemwas sup
plantedin the I 820sby slow-burningconstruction:double
plankedthick floors often sandwichinga layer of mortar
resting on extremely heavywood beamssupportedat the
centerof the building by walls or heavywood postsandat
the ends by masonrywalls. This systemproduceda pur
posefully "over-engineered"building, excessivein terms of
load-bearingcapacityin order not to burn through, to char
butnot give way. This wasan extremelyimportantinnova
tion in factorydesignandhadwide impact.Allen, theleader
in its development,andhis family wereheavily involved in
textile production, and his structuralsystemsoonbecame
standardthroughoutNew England.

Allen alsoled theway in other innovationsof fire-preven
tion systems.As early as 1822, he introducedheavyfire
doors,sprinkler systems,a rotary fire pump, and a copper-
rivetedfire hosein his AllendaleMill in North Providence.
He built a heavy fire wall separatingthe picker room -

filled with highly flammablecotton fibres- from therestof
the mill and set its roof shinglesin mortar.Theseimprove
mentssoonbecamecommon in Providence,a centerof the
nascentinsurancebusiness,as insurancecompaniesencour
agedsuchimprovementswith lower rates.

The Dyerville Mill 1835, 610 Manton Avenue, incorpo
rates theseearly nineteenth-centurychangesin form and
construction,the earliest extant Providencemill to do so.
This three-storybuilding, originally rectangularin plan,has
thick, stucco-covered,rubble-stonewalls. The thick-plank
floors rest on heavyoak beams,mortisedinto the exterior
bearingwalls. A stonepickerhouse,no longerstanding,was
locatedat a distancefrom the mill itself.

The base-metaland machine-toolindustriesthat arose
here to providethe machineryandtools for textile produc
tion incorporatedprocessesthat required buildings more
specializedthan the standardmill. Specialized needsfor
space,light, andpowerin thebase-metalindustry, for exam
ple,determineda complexof severalone-or two-storystruc
turesof relatively similarscale,insteadof the dominantmill
building with smalleradjunctstructuresfound in thetextile
manufacturingcomplex.Base-metaloperationstypically in
cludedbuildings housinga foundry, a machineshop,a pat
tern-making shop, and a blacksmith shop. The casting

Fig. 241: Dyerville Mill 1835, 610 MantonAvenue.
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processin particular requireda specializedbuilding form:
becauseof the high temperaturesproducedby the furnace,
thecastingroom waslarge,high-ceilinged,andwell lit. The
foundrybuildingwasoften a large,one-storymasonrystruc
turewith a gableor hip roof, a monitor, andseveralfurnace
chimneys; the monitor provided light and, more impor
tantly, an escaperoute for the fumes andhigh temperature
causedby the furnaces.The foundry 1870 of the Corliss
Steam Engine Company 1848 et seq., 146 West River
Street,is a typical - andnow rare - example:a one-story
brick building with ahip roof anda highclerestorymonitor.

None of the earlybase-metalcomplexessurvivesintact,
but portions of severalremain. The machineshopsof the
Phenix Iron Foundry 1848, 110 Elm Street, and of the
ProvidenceSteamEngine Company1845, SouthMain at
Pike Street, are two-and-a-half-story,gable-roofstructures
built of stone, that at the PhenixIron foundry of random-
courseashlarandthat at theProvidenceSteamEngineCom
panycoveredwith stucco.

The early jewelry industryhadfewer specializedrequire
mentsthat hadarchitecturalimpact.The productionof jew
elry requiredlittle specializedequipmentsincemost of the
work wasdoneby hand.Further,the cost of capitalizinga
jewelry manufacturingcompanywasrelatively little, partic
ularly following the pioneeringof plated jewelry by Ne
hemiahDodgein thelateeighteenthcentury.Jewelrymanu
facturing companiesremained small and employed few

workers.The circumstancesof the jewelry industry,conse
quently, did not encouragethe rise of a distinctivearchitec
tural form to housethe small jewelry workshop.Early jew
elry manufacturersoccupied portions of commercial and
industrial buildings along Canal and North Main Streets;
noneremains.

Mid- And Late Nineteenth-Century Mills
Providenceindustryexpandedconsiderablyin thesecond

half of the nineteenthcentury.This growth,combinedwith
new specializedtypes of manufacturingsuch as wool and
worstedproductionandchangesin mill constructionaltered
the courseof industrialarchitecture.

Masonryconstructionwith slow-burningframesfar out
strippedany other structuralsystem,andmostbuildingsin
the first half of the centuryhadbeenstone,eitherashlaror
stuccoedrubble. Toward mid-century, brick becamemore
common.Particularlyafter theopeningof Barrington’sNay
att Brick Companyin 1848,moreandmoremills were built
of brick. Stonewasusedlessand lessin the 1 850sin Provi
denceand virtually disappearedby the Civil War.

The rooflines of industrial buildings changed as well,
largelybecauseof the availability of coal-tarandtar-paper,
which enabledthe constructionof water-tight, flat or near-
flat roofswith eithergravelor tin. Theeliminationof pitched
roofs commonin the first half of the century increasedthe
light andventilationin theupperstorybeyondthat admitted
by trap-dooror clerestorymonitors.Low-pitchedgableroofs
beganto appearin the 1 860sin theSilver SpringBleaching
& Dyeing Co. 1864, 387 CharlesStreet, and the Valley
WorstedMills 1866, 45 EagleStreet.Flatter roofscameinto
widespreaduseherein the 1870s,beginningprobablywith
the Brown & Sharpecomplex.

Mills continuedto grow in lengthandwidth in thesecond
half of the century, a developmentboth enabledby and
encouragingchangesin building technology.As the build
ingsgrew, theyrequiredlargerwindowsfor increasednatu
ral light - supplementedby ever-improvingmeansof artifi
cial light - andbetterventilation throughoutthe building.
By the 1880s, pairedwindows evolvedas the solution for
light and air, andthe subsequentreductionof load-bearing
masonryin the exterior walls promotedthewidespreaduse
of brick piersbetweenthe windows to carry the increased,

Fig. 242: PhenixIron FoundryMachine Shop1848, 110 Elm Street.

Fig. 243: Valley WorstedMills 1866, 45 EagleStreet.
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concentratedload. Concurrentwith theuseof brick bearing
pierswas the preferencefor segmental-archwindows over
the previously favored flat-lintel form. The segmentalarch
directed the wall load to the brick piers betweenthe win
dows,permitting largeropeningsin a brick bearingwall of
uniform thicknessthanpossiblewith flat lintels. This con
ceptwasfurtherrefinedby increasingthe depthof the brick
piers,extendingthem beyondthe wall plane,to allow even
largerwindows,as in the NationalandProvidenceWorsted
Mills 1887, 166 Valley Street.

Fewerchangesoccurredto interior framing, and slow-
burning constructioncontinuedthroughoutthe nineteenth
century.Cast-ironcolumns,appealingbecauseof their high
compressionstrength,were increasinglyused to support
heavybeams,but their susceptibilityto structuralweakness
or collapseduring rapid andextremetemperaturechanges
- as during a fire - made them less than fully reliable.
Consequently,heavywood postsas well as beamscontin
uedto be usedin industrialstructuresevenafter 1900,as in
the JamesDoran & Sons Building 1907, 150 Chestnut
Street.

Steel-frameconstruction,fully developedby the 1 880sin
commercialarchitecture,where its load-bearingproperties
enabledstructuresof unprecedentedheight,did not appear
in Providenceuntil thelastdecadeof thenineteenthcentury.
Its first use here was, however,industrial, not commercial.
Thesmallmachineshop,now demolished,on thesouthwest
cornerof Clifford andPageStreetsmadeuseof rudimentary
steelI beamsas a structural frameon the exteriorwalls, and
the spacebetweenthe beamsvisible from both insideand
outsidewas filled with brick. The Fuller Iron Works ma
chineshop1893, 25 Pike Street,relied entirely on a steel
frame for structuralsupport;further - and a radicaldepar
turefrom previousindustrialbuildings - the exteriorhasa
glass curtainwall hung from the steelstructure,a common
practicetoday,buthighly advancedfor theearly 1 890s.The
only other industrial building known to use a steel frame
before 1900 is the Beaman & Smith Company Building
1898, 20 GordonAvenue.The ProvidenceJournalBuilding
1906; Peabody & Stearns,architects, 203 Westminster
Street,madeuse of steel-frameconstructionespeciallyto
carry the heavyload of the newspaper’sprinting presses,
andmanyothernewindustrialaswell ascommercialstruc
turesbuilt after 1900 incorporatedthis kind of construction.

Theform of muchof any mill complexis dictatedprimar
ily by its function. By the late nineteenthcentury,separate
building typesfor various functionshadbeendifferentiated

- the foundry, the machineshop,theisolatedpickerhouse
- and new industrial demandscreatednew forms. In the
textile industry, thesawtooth-roofweaveshed,positionedto
usesteady,indirect north light, madeits appearance;that at
the SteereMill 1884, 81 Wild Street,is typical. The brick,
circular-plan,dome-roofgasometercameinto common use
after mid-centuryfor the storageof gas; only a handful re
main, andall, like the oneon Aleppo Streetfor theAtlantic
Mill, havelost their domedroofs.

Providencejewelrymanufacturersgrewin numberin the
secondhalf of the century,but almost all shopsremained
significantly smallerthanin the textile or base-metalindus
try. Becausejewelryfirms remainedsmall, few ownerswere
willing or able to build mills solely for their exclusiveuse,
andthemultiple-tenantbuilding becamecommon.Thejew
elry manufactoriesthat emergedin the last few decadesof
the century houseda number of small firms in a five- or
six-story masonrybuilding with slow-burningconstruction,
load-bearingmasonrywalls, segmental-archwindows, and
flat roofs. Thisform providedthe mostefficient organization
for accommodatinga numberof firms on one site, particu
larly for sharinga commonpowersource:with onefirm atop
another,the power sourcecould be run vertically through
the building, and machinery on each floor was powered
throughbeltingfrom that source.Typical of this typeare the
Champlin Building 1888, 1901, 116 ChestnutStreet; the
JesseMetcalf Building 1896, 158 Pine Street;andthe Irons
& RussellBuilding 1903-04, 95 ChestnutStreet.

Warehousesemergedas a distinct form in the late nine
teenthcentury.Storehouseshadexistedasearlyasthe eigh
teenthcentury,whenProvidence’sshippingactivity became
significant, and freight warehousesfor rail transport were
erectedas part of the first Union Station complex in 1848.
The earliestextantwarehousesin Providencedatefrom the
secondhalf of the nineteenthcentury.The earliestof these,
the Owen Building 1866, 1877; Stone& Carpenter,archi
tects, 101 Dyer Street,andthe Hay Building 1867; James
Bucklin, architect,135 Dyer Street,are simple, brick, three-
and four-story buildings with mansardroofs,differing little
externallyfrom contemporarycommercialbuildings. By the
1890s,two major warehouseshadrisen here. The Orrin E.
JonesStorageWarehouse1895-96;Gould, Angell & Swift,
architects is a six-story brick warehousedesignedfor the
storageof householdgoods.Merchants’Cold StorageWare
house1893 et seq.;Stone,Carpenter& Wilison, architects,
160 Kinsley Avenue,is a largebrick structurewhich origi
nally contained300,000cubic feet of refrigeratedstorage

Fig. 244: Irons & RussellBuilding 1903-04, 95 Chestnut tig. 245: Mercnants ota Storage warehouse1893 et seq., 160 Kinsley
Street. Avenue.
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Twentieth-Century Mills

spacecarriedon a heavytimber frame; it wasthe first such
warehousebuilt in Providence.Bothbuildingsare more"de
signed" than most contemporaryindustrial buildings and
incorporategreaterexterior embellishmentthan usual.

Throughoutthe nineteenthcentury, architecturalembel
lishmentremainedminimal, confinedprimarily to stairtow
erson thefacadeof a mill or to themill office. The Republi
can style establishedearly in the centurycontinuedas the
basicmode,informedby technologicalchangesandstylistic
vagaries.The towers or the mill office provided a visual
focusfor the mill, emphasizingthe entranceand circulation
spaceor the corporateheadquarters.The distinct forms of
towerslike thosewith twin hemisphericaldomesat theAt
lantic Delaine CompanyMill 1863 et seq., 120 Manton
Avenue,or that with an octagonalogival domeat the Wan
skuck CompanyMill 1864 et seq., 725 Branch Avenue,
musthaveprovided corporateidentity, for markeddistinc
tions existamongtheornamentationof Providencemill tow
ers. Offices are often similarly embellished,like the small,
two-story, mansard-roofoffice at NicholsonFile with more
elaborate,decorativebrickwork than theflankinggable-roof
mill buildings.

Since 1900, technologyhas brought radical changesto
mill construction,bothin structureandplan. Thesechanges
stemfrom thedevelopmentof newmaterialsandtechniques
occasionallyexternalin origin from industryitself and from
internal requirementsfor productionefficiency. The intro
duction of structuralconcretefor buildings and the conver
sionof assemblyproceduresto a strictly horizontalassembly
line radically modified industrialarchitecture.

During the first decadeof the twentieth century, rein
forced-concreteconstructioncameinto widespreaduse for
industrial buildings. Reinforcedconcreteprovideda much
greateramountof strengthin its combinationof concrete,for
compression,with steel,for tension.Theseearlyreinforced-
concretesystemsusedthick steel-and-concretebeamsthat
werebothexpensiveandcumbersome.An earlyrefinement
of thereinforced-concretesystemwasC.A.P.Turner’smush
room-column, flat-slab construction, patented in 1905.
Within the concrete-slabfloors, reinforcing rods extended
both on-axis and diagonally between the supporting
columns,andadditional reinforcinghoopswere laid on the
radiating rods in the mushroomcapitals.The floor andthe

Fig. 246: WauskuckMill 1862-64et seq., 725 Branch Avenue.
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Fig. 248: AT. Wall CompanyBuilding 1908, 162 Clifford Street.

Fig. 247: Brown & SharpeMfg. Co. Complex1872 et seq., 235 PromenadeStreet.
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columnsweretheonly structuralelements,andmostof the
exterior wall surfacewas left free for windows, providing
increasedlight andventilation.Mushroom-column,flat-slab
constructionfirst appearedhere in jewelry manufacturing
buildings: the A. T. Wall CompanyBuilding 1908, 162
Clifford Street, and the Doran-SpeidelBuilding 1912, 70
Ship Street.Reinforced-concreteconstructionlaterappeared
in the Coro CompanyBuilding 1929, 167 Point Street.

In aneffort to improvetheefficiencyof industrial facilities,
manufacturing companies began to employ efficiency
expertsin the early yearsof the twentieth century. Chief
amongtheir findingswastheincreasedefficiencyof moving
goodshorizontally rather than vertically within a factory.
Consequently,companiesthat hadoccupiedmultiple-story
structureswithin the city beganto seekmoreefficient one-
story plants in the middle years of the twentieth century.
Brown & Sharpe,forexample,requiredfourteenacresfor the
constructionof a new, single-storyplant to replaceits five-
and six-story PromenadeStreetcomplexin the mid-i 960s;
obviously parcelsof suchsize were not readily available in
the city, and rural locations - North Kingstown, in the
instanceof Brown & Sharpe- becamemore desirablefor
largecomplexes.Smalleroperationsbuilt one-storyplantsin
Providence:Congdon& Carpenter1930, 405 Promenade
Street; Coca-ColaBottling Company 1939, 95 Pleasant
Valley Parkway; and the American StandardWatchcase
Company1941, 425DexterStreet.Thesesmallerplantsare
steel-framebuildings with flat roofs and - usually - ma
sonryexterior walls. An unusualmanufacturingbuilding of
thisperiod is theCalartplant1939, 400ReservoirAvenue,
built for the productionandsalesof artificial flowers: three
storieshigh, it hasa prominentoffice andshowroomat the
centerof thebuilding, emphasizedby a tall octagonaltower;
the form is similar to nineteenth-centurymills, but the vo
cabularyis Moderne.

Industrial facilities in the nineteenthcentury tended to
clustertogether,first to exploit the rivers for powerandfor
wastedisposaland laterto employ the railroadsfor easeof
transportof rawandfinishedgoods.Clusteringstill occursin
the twentieth century,but largelybecauseof the planning
andzoning effortsof post-WorldWar II redevelopment.The
problem of outmoded plants and lack of open space
promptedthe creation of two industrial parkshere in the
1 950s: WestRiver and Huntington Industrial Parks.

Thesenew industrial parks were createdthrough land-
clearanceprogramseffectedby the ProvidenceRedevelop
ment Agency. In place of densedevelopment,theseparks
featurewide, gently curving roads,ample landscapedlots,
and considerableopen spaceamong the buildings. Most
structuresin theseparcelsare prefabricatedbuildings using
steelframesandstandardizedmetal siding.The front office
is literally that, locatedin the front of theplant eitheraspart
of thebuilding or asa frontal appendageof adifferentbuild
ing material. The Clifford Metal SalesCompanyBuilding,
200 Corliss Street,is a typical example.

The most sophisticatednew industrial facility erectedin
WestRiver wasthelargeUnited StatesPostOffice 1960, 24
Corliss Street.The first automatedsystemin thecountry, its
parabolic roof structureof pouredconcrete- a radical de
parturefrom traditional industrial forms and muchadmired
for its modernity - bespokeexternallythe innovativeness
of theinternaloperations.Thisbuilding alonein Providence
representsthe applicationof modernisttheoryand technol
ogy to an industrialstructure.

Wm McKenzieWoodward

Fig. 249: Calart 1939, 400ReservoirAvenue.

Mid-Twentieth-Century Mills
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V. INVENTORY

This inventory is a selective list of
sites, structures,objects, buildings, and
districts which are important to an
understandingof Providence’s history
andculture. It includespropertieswhich
are architecturallyor historically signifi
cantin andof themselves,by association,
or as examplesof prevalent local types.
The severalthousandentries in this in
ventory representonly a fraction of the
properties surveyed in the city and
includemostof the propertiesof obvious
historicalandarchitecturalimportanceas
well as many representativeones.This
list, however, is by no means com
prehensive because space is limited.
Propertyownersarewelcometo examine
thesurveyfiles, availableat the Commis
sion office.

Inventory entries are arrangedalpha
betically by streetand then in numerical
order by street number. Properties
without street numbers have been
enteredunderthe streetheadingsin the
same sequenceas they appearon the
streetand havebeenassignednumbers,
which appearin brackets.An exception
to this organizationoccursfor the Brown
University campus,where buildings on
the main campus are listed chronolog
ically under the heading Brown Uni

versity, which follows Brown Street.

Brief descriptionsof a numberof historic
streetsandareashavebeenincludedand
are listed alphabeticallyby nameamong
the streetheadings.

Eachentry includes the name of the
property; significant dates, including
dateof construction; a brief description;
history of the propertywhen known;
and, for someproperties,an analysisof
its architecturaland/orhistorical signif
icance.Namesreflect the original owner
or use as well as those of subsequent
owners or users who made significant
changesto the property.Thedatesgener
ally representthe termination of con
struction or first occupancyof the prop
erty; for someproperties,the datespan
represents,whenknown, the periodcov
ering design through completion of
construction.The architect or architects
are given when known, as are the build
ers. The name, date, and architectsare
based on primary research,including
localdeeds,taxrecords,building permits,
directories,probaterecords,maps,engi
neeringrecords,newspaperarticles, and
professionalfiles, such as those main
tained by the American Institute of
Architects.Descriptionof the properties
is generally limited to the exterior, save
for thosebuildings readily accessibleto
the public with significant interior
spaces.The history - for many of the
propertiesand particularly for houses-

often includesonly theoccupationof the
individual responsiblefor the construc
tion of thebuilding. Whenfurtherhistory
of the propertyis known andimportant,
such information is included. Many
entriesare cross-referencedto otherrele
vant entries,assignaledby aparentheti
cal note,"see150 Benefit Street,"or ab
breviations,"c.f. 150 Benefit Street"or
"150 Benefit Streetq.v.."

Following this inventory are two in
dexes:The Index to Inventorylists every
individual, institution, organization, or
event discussedin the inventory. The
Index to Architectsand Builders lists, by
architectandbuilder, the propertieseach
designedor built. The introductionsto
theseinventoriesexplain their usemore
fully.

Unlessotherwisenoted,all dwellings
are of frame construction with gable
roofs, and all commercial and industrial
propertiesare masonrywith flat roofs.

Inventory Symbols:
* Listed in the National Register,

either individually or as part of a
district.

t Proposed for nomination to the
National Register.
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ABBOTT PARK PLACE
* Abbott Park 1746, 1873, 1927: A small,

well-planted park with a large, elaborate,
cast-iron fountain at its center. Given to
Providence in 1746 as a green for the adja
cent Beneficent Congregational Church by
Daniel Abbott, Abbott Park is the oldest park
in Providence and has remained in use as
such since its donation. Once a simple,
grassy knoll extending east from the church,
it was embellished with the fountain and
a cast-iron fence now removed in 1873; the
street on the park’s west side was cut in 1927,
The city relandscaped the park in the early
l970s. It is the most visible reminder of the
early settlement of what is now downtown
Providence.

8 Plantations Club, now Johnson and Wales
College 1926-27: Andrews, Jones, Briscoe
& Whitmore, architects. Facing Weybosset
Street from the south side of Abbott Park,
this 5-story, steel-frame, brick-sheathed
Georgian Revival building has a rusticated
1st story-and an elaborate center entrance.
The interiors are somewhat altered, but the
original lounge retains mid-l8th-century
paneling salvaged from a house nearby on
Pine Street. Established in 1916, the Planta
tions Club met at 77 Franklin Street until the
completion of this structure. Following the
demise of this once-popular women’s club in
the 1960s, Johnson and Wales purchased the
building for the recreational use of its stu
dents, many of whom attend classes or live
nearby in commercial structures recycled by
the college.

ABBOTT STREET
43 Abigail Williams House ca. 1830: A plain,

1½-story, center-chimney, five-bay-facade
dwelling, this house is one of the oldest re
maining in the Mount Hope neighborhood.
Williams moved it here in 1852. The present
stone foundations and steps were con
structed in the mid-l970s.

ABORN STREET
18- Koerner’s Lunch ca. 1928: A 1-story build-
20 ing with a flat roof and unaltered storefront.

This small structure is related to the other
1- and 2-story buildings constructed in the
vicinity of Empire Street beginning around
1915. It exemplifies a once prevalent type of
restaurant, the lunchroom - the urban busi
ness district equivalent of the diner.

ACADEMY AVENUE

19 Academy Avenue Congregational Church
1885: An asymmetrical, wooden structure
with an end-gable roof and disparate square
towers framing the facade. The application
of Queen Anne detailing is rare in the
ecclesiastical architecture of Providence,
where Gothic and late Romanesque sources
were more common for 19th- and early
20th-century churches. The church was
converted to commercial use in 1949.

169- Church of the Blessed Sacrament 1897-
171 1905: Hems & LaFarge of New York, archi

tects. Built of red brick, terra cotta, and
brownstone in a North Italian Romanesque

mode, this monumental structure is boldly
massed with a high nave, a semicircular apse
at the rear, and a towering 136-foot cam
panile, constructed with entasis. Entrance is
through triple arches on the facade leading
to a deep vestibule with bronze doors to the
nave, The interior is impressive, with a
cinquefoil ceiling of cypress. lower walls fin
ished with marble, and fine stained-glass
windows designed and built by the archi
tect’s father, John LaFarge, the pre-eminent
stained-glass artist of late nineteenth century
America. The architectural firm, one of the
leading firms recognized nationally as de
signers of Roman Catholic churches, de
signed all the building’s fittings as well,
including the original crucifix and candle
sticks on the high altar. Despite interior
alterations to the high altar occasioned by
changes in liturgy effected by Vatican II, this
church remains one of the very finest pieces
of ecclesiastical architecture in the city, a fit
ting setting for an important parish. It was
featured in LaFarge’s writings on Roman
Catholic church architecture for the British
publication The Brickbuilder. In addition to
the church, this complex includes a school,
convent, and rectory, all built in the early
twentieth century. LaFarge summered in
Saunderstown, but this is his only Provi
dence commission.

ACORN STREET

t23 Nicholson File Company Complex 1864 et
seq.: The first successful manufacturer of
machine-made files in America, Nicholson
File was founded in 1864 by William T.
Nicholson, a machinist who began his career
in 1852 with David Brown & Son later
Brown & Sharpe. Nicholson himself de
signed the original portion of this complex,
according to an article in the Providence
Daily Journal of December 28, 1865. The
complex contains a number of late 19th- and
early 20th-century, 1- and 2-story, brick,
gable-roof buildings as well as a 2½-story
brick office ca. 1880 with a mansard roof
and corbel cornice. By 1867, Nicholson File
produced 3,600 files daily. The company
considerably expanded its line of files in the
1870s, and by the 1880s held 28 patents. The
company grew in scale in the 1890s, acquir
ing five other plants and increasing produc
tion to over 10,000 files daily. By 1916, the
company had a large, international clientele
and produced over 7,000 kinds of files and
rasps. In 1959, Nicholson File transferred its
Providence manufacturing operation to its
plant in Indiana and its administrative, sales,
and engineering offices to a new structure in
East Providence. The original complex is
now occupied by several smaller industries.

ADELAIDE AVENUE
Containing some of Elmwood’s finest late
19th-century houses, Adelaide Avenue was
one of the lower Elmwood streets platted by
J.J. Cooke and his partners in 1854. The
ample Queen Anne and Queen Anne/
Colonial Revival residences which give the
avenue its character are located primarily in
the easternmost and westernmost blocks
and date from the 1880s and 1890s,

Valentine Gernershausen Houses ca.
1891, ca. 1884: Frederick E. Field, archi
tect. These nearly identical, reversed-plan,
cross-gable, Queen Anne, 2-family houses
display pargeted gable ornaments, bracketed
cornices, and elaborate porches. Gerners
hausen, an engraver, occupied part of 25-27
as his own residence. In 1595 he was the
president of the Providence Turne-Verein, a
social and musical society for citizens of
German extraction.

65 William H. Luther House ca. 1894: Sculp
tural massing and crisp forms characterize
this broad, 2½-story, end-gable dwelling.
Built for the senior partner in William H.
Luther and Son, manufacturing jewelers at
212-216 Oxford Street q.v., it has a semi-
octagonal corner pavilion tucked under the
roof.

76 Frank B. Reynolds House ca. 1895: This
Colonial Revival flank-gambrel-roof struc
ture has a Roman brick 1st story and shingled
gables. Stylistically similar to 220 Lexington
Avenue, it has elaborate pedimented front
dormers and a semicircular, balustraded front
porch. Reynolds was a partner in Cory &
Reynolds, a jewelry manufacturing firm.

126 Westminster Unitarian Church, now Hood
Memorial Church 1901, 1906-07: Howard
K. Hilton, architect. This complex was
erected by the Westminster Unitarian So
ciety, a parish founded in 1828. In 1901, the
congregation - compelled by the commer
cialization of the neighborhood to vacate its
Greek Revival building on Mathewson
Street - erected the modest, shingle and
stone chapel at the corner of Hamilton
Street; the Woodbury Memorial Chapel was
named for Augustus Woodbury, pastor of
the church from 1857 to 1892. The cross-
gable-roof, stone, auditoriuin-type Gothic
sanctuary was completed in 1907. In 1959,
the Westminster Society moved to East
Greenwich. The property was sold to the
Friendship United Methodist Church, a pre
dominantly Swedish group founded in 1883
in South Providence. This church was dis
solved in September 1977. The complex
then became the home of the Hood Memo
rial Church, the descendent of a black Meth
odist congregation which had met at 148
Wadsworth Street since the early 1860s.

170 Horace E. Remington House 1899: De
signed by Angell & Swift, a prolific late 19th-
century firm specializing in houses, this
dwelling is pfototypical of the firm’s work in
the 1890s: a large, 2-story gambrel roof set
end to the street sits on the clapboard-
sheathed 1st story, a polygonal turreted
tower intersects the main block in the center
of one side, and a circular hip-roof entrance
porch projects from the facade. Remington’s
family operated a gold and silver refining
operation at 91 Friendship Street q.v.; he
was a bookkeeper there when he built this
house.

981 Samuel H. Bailey House 1893: Architect
H.K. Hilton designed this 2-story Colonial
Revival dwelling with a high hip roof, balus

21-
23
25-
27
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traded roof deck, and an elaborately trimmed 90 et seq.: Gorham, since 1967 a division of 97 Esek Hopkins House 1756 et seq.: In 1751
2-story front porch. Bailey, a partner in the
firm of Foster & Bailey, manufacturing
jewelers, lived here until about 1903.

203 Samuel A. Otis House ca. 1896: A massive,
2½-story, clapboard structure, withaTuscan
column front porch, steep-roofed dormers,
and a prominent, 3-story, round, turreted,
corner tower. Like many Queen Anne resi
dences of the 1890s, it reflects an eclectic
approach to design, combining the steep
roofs and pargeted gables of the Queen
Anne derived from late medieval English
houses; simple, restrained, colonial-in
spired trim and exterior massing; and, in this
case, a round corner tower inspired by
French chateaux. Otis was a partner in Har
vey & Otis, a jewelry manufacturing concern.
His son, William P. Otis, became president
of the firm after Samuel Otis’s death in 1902
and lived here until 1937.

*216 Gustave F. Mensing House ca. 1897; An
elaborate 2½-story, Queen Anne/Colonial
Revival dwelling with a hip roof, turreted
corner pavilion, and semi-elliptical Tuscan
portico. Mensing was the superintendent of
the Narragansett Brewing Company plant in
the nearby Arlington section of Cranston.

225 John S. Tripp, Jr., House ca. 1878: Adelaide
Avenue’s first large dwelling is a square, 2-
story dwelling with bracketed cornices and a
low-pitch massard roof. A large, semi-
octagonal, turreted, side projection with a
massive panel-brick chimney dominates the
west side. Tripp, a tailor, occupied the house
only three years. Other early owners were
Benjamin F. Vaughan, a cotton dealer, who
lived here from 1881 to 1884, and William
H. Perry, a scrap metals dealer, who lived
here until 1891,

239 Charles E. Hancock House 1892: Howard
K. Hilton, architect. An elliptical porch and a
broad front dormer with a delicate, swirl-
pattern, pargeted gable are distinguishing
features of this restrained, 2½-story, hip-
roof Colonial Revival structure. Hancock, a
partner in Hancock, Becker & Company
reorganized about 1899 as Charles E. Han
cock Company, a jewelry manufacturing
concern, resided here until 1926.

242 George W. Robinson House ca. 1900: Wil
liam R. Walker & Son, architects. Robinson,
a machinist, occupied one of the three units
in this large 2½-story, cross-gable-roof,
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival structure. It
has a 3-story octagonal corner tower and
wide, 2-story, colonial-derived porch with a
2nd-story gallery.

254 Leroy A. Sayles House ca. 1885: An un
usual and ornate 2-story, flank-gable-roof
Queen Anne structure, whose first floor has
been much altered for a doctor’s office. A
large pargeted gable facing the street takes
the unusual form of an ogee pediment and
was perhaps inspired by the Joseph Brown
House at 50 South Main Street q.v.. Sayles
was a wool broker.

f333 Gorham Manufacturing Company 1889-

Textron, was founded in 1818 by jabez Gor
ham 1792-1869, who at first produced
beads, earrings, breast pins, rings and gold
chains. In 1831 the manufacture of silver
spoons was begun, and soon other silver
items were being produced. Jabez’s son,
John, joined the firm in 1841 and, after his
father’s retirement in 1847, greatly expanded
the business. He installed steam power and
began the manufacture of flat silver and hol
loware by machine. Gorham Manufacturing
Company was chartered in 1863 and organ
ized as a corporation in 1865. A separate
department for the manufacture of sterling
silver, gold, brass, bronze, stone, and wood
articles for churches was established in 1885.
As a result the company soon found itself
handling large orders for statuary and me
morials, chiefly bronze, and architectural
bronze work. Between 1889 and 1890, hav
ing outgrown its plant on North Main Street,
the company erected the Adelaide Avenue
complex overlooking Mashapaug Pond. The
new Gorham plant was designed by Frank
Perry Sheldon of Providence, a prominent
New England mill architect. Its plan also
embodies many suggestions made by long
time plant superintendent George Wilkin
son, The complex consists of a group of 2-
and 3-story, brick factory structures with low
hip or pitched roofs, grouped for the most
part symmetrically beside and behind a 3-
story, hip-roof office building originally
only two stories, with a gabled, Roman
esque, central entranceway. All the struc
tures possess uniform corbel brick cornices
and windowsills and other trimmings of
rock-faced granite. A large bronze statue of
Vulcan, cast at the plant, was erected in front
of the office building between 1893 and
1896. A short distance to the north of the
principal complex are a brick, cross-gable-
roof, combination carriage house and stable,
erected in 1890, and a long, porch-fronted,
Colonial Revival structure, called the Casino
erected in 1898-99 and enlarged in 1907,
containing the former board of directors
room, dining rooms, and dormitories. The
complex is one of the finest 19th-century
industrial plants in Providence,

ADMIRAL STREET

201 Oriental Mill, later Union Paper Com
pany, ca 1860: Niles B. Schubarth, archi
tect, The 3-story brick mill, now somewhat
altered, has a low gable roof and stairtowers
in the centers of the east and west elevations;
only the tower on the Whipple Street side
retains its original bracketed helm roof
above the belfry. The regular fenestration,
the oculus windows in the gable ends, and
the severe modillion raking and eaves cor
nices are characteristic of the period. The
Oriental Mill, one of the oldest manufacto
ries of cotton cloth in Providence, was estab
lished by the Reed family and later operated
by the J.P. Campbell Company. By 1901 the
mill produced over four and a half million
yards of cotton goods annually and em
ployed 250 workers, many of whom lived in
cottages on nearby Whipple and Fillmore
Streets.

Hopkins moved from Newport to Provi
dence, where he purchased 200 acres of
land. The land was unsuitable for farming,
and Hopkins continued to pursue his mar
itime interests. By 1756 he had completed
the 1½-story gambrel-roof portion of the
dwelling, which continued to house his fam
ily during his tenure as Commander-in-
Chief of the newly created American navy
from 1775 to 1777. Following his dismissal
by the Continental Congress, Hopkins
served in the Rhode Island General Assem
bly until 1785. Following his death in 1802,
his descendants added to the southwest of
the original structure a 2-story, gable-roof
section and a 1-story eli. Its present state
reflects both the alterations made by Hop
kins’s descendants in the nineteenth century
and the restorations of 1908, when the
house was given to the city, and the late
1950s, Since 1908, the house has been oper
ated as a museum.

ALEPPO STREET

t50 Riverside Mills 1863 et seq.: A large com
plex of 1-, 2-, 3-, and 4-story, brick, flat- and
gable-roof industrial buildings. Some of the
early 2-story buildings, designed by Clifton
A. Hall, have handsome pier-and-panel
walls and elaborate corbel cornices; most of
the buildings, dating from the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, are simpler, flat-roof
structures. Founded in 1863 by George C.
Chapin and Lewis Downes, the company
originally manufactured woolen coffin cov
erings and cassimeres but soon turned to as
trakhan a wool fabric with a curled or
looped pile. It gained its reputation for its
astrakhan, a cloth not widely produced in
this country, hut soon turned to innovative
methods of worsted production. The com
pany failed in the Panic of 1873, which
claimed a number of Rhode Island manufac
turing companies. E.P. Chapin subsequently
bought the complex and opened it as the
Riverside Worsted Mills, continuing produc
tion here until the American Woolen Com
pany, a large textile firm, bought the com
plex in 1899 for the production of worsted,
Although closed in 1927 while the American
Woolen Company consolidated its produc
tion, the complex re-opened in 1928 and
continued production until 1937. American
Woolen Company continued production at
the nearby Providence and National
Worsted Company Mills at 166 Valley Street
q.v. until the 19S0s,

ALEXANDER STREET
AT RUTIIERGLEN AVENUE
Waterman and Henry Cemetery/RI. His
torical Cemetery/Providence No. 7 1807-
1900: A small burial ground containing the
graves of several families who lived on farms
in this area during the 19th century. Promi
nent among the names on the simple head
stones are Waterman, Henry, Paine, and Jen
nings. The cemetery remained in active use
until the end of the century.

ALLENS AVENUE
31 Providence Machine Company 1846, ca.
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1830: A large, 3-story, gable-roof structure, state evince the standard 2-family dwelling by-side, 2-story bay window units, Dempsey
originally with 4 corner turrets only one re
mains, and it has been heavily altered and a
rectangular cupola with a crenelated parapet
also removed. A smaller, L-plan structure,
built in the 1850s, also remains, Thomas
Hill, founder of the Providence Machine
Company, played an important part in the
development of the textile industry in Rhode
Island, He apprenticed at Gay’s Mill in Paw
tucket before coming to Providence in 1830
to manage the machine shop at Samuel
Slater’s Providence Steam Cotton Mfg. Co.;
four years later he and Slater founded the
rrovidence Machine Company. After
Slater’s death in 1835, Hill took over the
management of the company, and by 1846 it
had expanded considerably, necessitating
the construction of this building. The Provi
dence Machine Co. was the first American
firm successfully to manufacture roving ma
chines and fly frames for cotton manufactur
ers. By 1866, when the company incorpo
rated, it had also begun the manufacture of
worsted machinery. Under the leadership of
Hill’s grandson William Pierce, the com
pany’s "improved patent roving machine"
was introduced in 1899. In 1910, the Whitin
Machine Co. of Whitinsville, Massachusetts
bought the firm and relocated the plant in
Whitinsville. Gorham Mfg. Co. see 333
Adelaide Avenue owned the plant during
World War I and manufactured shell casings
for the navy here.

242 State Pier 1910-14, 1931: Expansion of the
Port of Providence south of the narrow
Providence River had begun in the 1890s
with the completion of Aliens Avenue and
the straightening of the shore into a new
harborline, The State Pier, financed by a
bond issue, was built on 17 acres of land.
The structure is 600 feet long and 120 feet
wide with a 2-story structure -400 by 110
feet - for passengers, baggage, and freight.
The facility played an important role in the
aggressive campaign mounted by the Cham
ber of Commerce to draw trade to the city,
touted as the "Gateway to Southern New
England." As a regular stop for the Fabre
Line, the State Pier was the point of disem
barkation for many Italian immigrants in the
second and third decades of the 20th cen
tury. The pier burned in 1931 and was re
built.

336 Terminal Warehouse Co. Building 1913:
Two 5-story, flat-roof, brick, pier-and-span
drel warehouses with rows of small win
dows and tiers of freight doors every four
bays. These buildings were intended as the
two ends of a gargantuan warehouse at the
Port of Providence. The middle sections
were never built, and the exposed, unfin
ished end walls of both structures indicate
the configuration originally planned for the
complex.

‘ ALMA STREET
Filled with 2½-story, gable-end-to-the-
street houses, this short thoroughfare was
largely developed during the mid-1880s as
investment property by non-Smith Hill resi
dents. The houses on Alma Street are nearly
identical, and in their generally unaltered

type constructed when Smith Hill was the
most rapidly growing part of Providence.

ALMY STREET
‘19 Joshua CoIwell House 1886-87: A tall,

box-like house capped by a hip roof with
dominant front gable and dormers. Orna
mental iron cresting adorns the front bay
and the entrance portico. Colwell owned a
large butcher business,

*20 Meader Street School 1891: A 2-story,
cross-gable-roof, Queen Anne primary
school with a tall central brick chimney stack
and a platform at the crest of the roof where
the school belfry used to be. This typical,
rectangular, amply windowed schoolhouse
is one of the few wooden 4-room schools
still standing in Providence.

‘27 Pardon Bosworth House ca. 1857: A 2½-
story end-gable-roof, Italianate house with
quoined corners and a classical cornice,
Bosworth was a mason,

‘30 George A. Mathewson House ca. 1869: A
2½-story, L-plan, mansard-roof house with
brackets and a fine and unusual 2nd-story
balcony with delicate, attenuated detail.

- Mathewson was a partner in the jewelry
manufacturing company of Pooler & Math
ewson located on Broad Street.

‘41 Mrs. Addie H. Sanford House 1894: A 2½-
story, cross-gable-roof, asymmetrical Queen
Anne house with numerous porches, one
with a gazebo at the corner. The modern
siding has stripped this house of much of the
detailing that gave it its scale and architec
tural richness. Addie Sanford was a dress
maker.

‘106 Joseph Lythgoe House ca. 1891: A 2½-
story, asymmetrical Queen Anne house with
a multi-gabled slate roof, patterned shingles
on the 2nd story and elaborate spindlework
porches. Other applied ornament includes
carved panels, bosses, and cresting; the car
riage house is a well preserved original fea
ture of the property. Joseph Lythgoe was
agent and superintendent of the RI. Loco
motive Works.

123 Asa Lyman House 1875: A 2½-story Ital
ianate house with a hip roof and an L-plan.
The entrance porch with fluted columns, the
impost blocks under the windows, and the
boldly bracketed cornice are hallmarks of
the style. Asa Lyman was an insurance agent
who worked at 45 Westminster Street.

ALTHEA STREET
245 Althea Street School ca. 1895: A hand

some, rectangular, 2-story, hip-roof, brick
structure; a small, brick vestibule in the cen
ter of the long street side has brick corner
pilasters with terra cotta capitals.

263 Martin J. Dempsey House 1905: A 3-fam
ily, 3-story, hip-roof, clapboard-and-shingle
structure entered on one of the long sides.
The flat-fronted, narrow, street end of the
3rd floor is cantilevered out over two side-

was the owner of a liquor store,

ALUMNI AVENUE
62 Alfred Metcalf House 189Th A 2½-story,

brick and clapboard, cross-gable-roof asym
metrical house with projecting gables, multi
ple dormers, a recessed porch, a rounded
bay and oriel windows. Metcalf managed
the estate of Henry J. Steere at the time he
built this house.

64 Isabelle B. Nichols House 1864: A 2½-
story, clapboard-and-shingle, cross-gable-
roof, Queen Anne house with ornamental
multi-paned upper sash, and a porch with an
unusual trelliswork railing. Isabelle Nichols
was the widow of Charles A. Nichols, a
manufacturer.

96 Horatio E. Bellows House ca. 1908: Hop-
pin & Field, architects. A 2½-story, brick-
and-stucco, cross-gable-roof dwelling; its
large front porch has massive square brick
piers spanned by a slat balustrade. This
house is akin to other contemporary dwell
ings in scale and massing, but its bracketing
and fenestration recall elements of the Arts
and Crafts movement. Horatio E. Bellows
was a patent lawyer.

ALVERSON STREET
55 Charles L. Walsh House ca. 1893: A 2½-

story, cross-gable-roof, side-hall-plan,
Queen Anne 2-family house with rich orna
mentation including spindlework porches
on the front and side, and elaborate, brack
eted bargeboards. The house is notable for
its state of preservation and appropriate
color scheme, Charles L. Walsh was an ice-
man.

120 James M. Congdon House ca. 1890: A 2½-
story, cross-gabled, Queen Anne 2-family
house with staggered, point-and-butt shin
gling on the second floor, a square, gabled,
two-story bay window, and two porches
with trelliswork railings. This is an unusu
ally elaborate and well preserved 2-family
house for the neighborhood. James M.
Congdon was a master mechanic.

AMHERST AT
PUTNAM STREETS

Amherst Street Fire Station 1878: A 2-
story, red-brick, hip-roof Romanesque-style
building with a tall campanile - now shorn
of its top section - and elaborate detailing
including corbeling and round-arch fenes
tration with stone voussoirs, The building
had closed as a fire station by 1950 and is
now abandoned.

AMHERST STREET
‘231 Covell Street School ca. 1885: A 2-story,

gable-roof. clapboard-and-shingle, 4-room
Queen Anne school with all of its original
decorative features except for a belfry which
rose from its square tower. The building, re
centlyrecyded and used by the Joslin Multi-
Service Community Center, was restored in
1977.
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293 Amherst Street School ca. 1880: A 2-story,
hip-roof, unaltered, wood-frame Victorian
schoolhouse with six-over-six sash, a brack
eted cornice, and a gabled porch with pan
eled piers.

ANIDREWS STREET
8-10 House ca. 1880: This 2½-story, flank-

gable-roof house, moved to this site from
Broadway, has been altered almost beyond
recognition by the addition of a bay window
and a Colonial Revival style porch, and
changes in the fenestration,

ANGELL STREET
‘2 Thomas Jenckes House 1856: A large and

imposing, square, 3-story, brick Italianate
house with a high, rusticated basement
story, brownstone stoop and window trim, a
low hip roof, and a modillion cornice. The
5-bay facade has an arcaded entrance porch
reached by a double flight of curved steps.
The Benefit Street side has an unusual, base
ment-level, arcaded entrance porch, the en
trance to Jenckes’s office, Jenckes, an 1838
graduate of Brown University, was a nation
ally prominent lawyer with a large practice
in Supreme Court cases.

‘16 William W. Dunnell House 1884: Stone,
Carpenter & Willson, architects. A simple,
sophisticated, 2½-story, shingle house with
a complex roof, slightly projecting bay win
dows, and a prominent chimney bearing the
date of the house in iron numerals, This is
one of the earliest houses in Providence built
in the sleeker shingled mode of the Queen
Anne which became increasingly popular in
the late 1880s and 1890s. Dunnell was
treasurer of the Dunnell Manufacturing
Company, producers of cotton goods. The
American Finishing Company acquired the
Dunnell Company around the turn of the
century, and in 1906 Dunnell himself retired
to Potowamut.

‘64 Captain George Benson House 1794: This
5-bay, 2½-story Federal house has splayed
lintels with carved keystones over the win
dows, a central entrance with a segmental-
arch Doric portico, a dentil-and-modillion
cornice, a deck-on-hip roof capped by a
balustrade with urn finials, and pedimented
dormers, The I -story portion on the western
side is a later addition: while it simulates the
articulation of the main block, its paneled
balustrade is closer in style to those popular
in the 1820s and 1830s. The wooden fence is
similar to the balustrade on the main block
of the house. Benson was allied in business
with Nicholas Brown, and this well-pre
served late 18th-century house recalls Provi
dence’s heyday as a shipping center,

‘89 Benjamin Bliven House 1849, early 20th
century: A 3-story, stuccoed dwelling, now
converted to apartment use, with flat and
hip roofs; the 3-bay, 2-story Federal Revival
facade with urn-and-panel balustrade ap
pears as a frontispiece to the larger section
behind and has a semi-elliptical-fanlight en
trance, Bliven, a musician, built this house
on land leased from Squire French of Paw
tucket and lived here only briefly. By the

1870s, it belonged to the Watson family,
who lived next door at number 97 q.v.. The
house changed hands frequently during the
20th century. and one of its owners updated
it in the Federal Revival mode - a treatment
not uncommon for mid- 19th-century houses
at the time. -

‘94 Former First Baptist Church Parsonage
1884: JR. Thomas, architect. A 3½-story,
clapboard-and-shingle Queen Anne house
with asymmetrical vertical massing, a cross-
gable roof, a recessed entrance, 2nd’ and
3rd-story porches, and a square corner tower
with a circular belvedere.

‘97 Robert Watson House 1854: A 3-story,
brick Italianate house with brownstone trim,
triple windows spaced across a 3-bay facade,
a narrow central pavilion with a bracketed
hood over the entrance, and high-hip,
raised-seam metal roof. The stable on Fones
Alley, now a residence, is a 2’story brick
building with a hip roof and bracketed cor
nice. Watson worked at the Windham Cot
ton Manufacturing Company.

‘100 Samuel Eddy House 1797-98: A 5-bay,
2½-story brick Federal house with a low hip
roof and a pedimented entrance with a semi
circular-fanlight doorway on a high stoop
reached by a double flight of stairs. Eddy
was a lawyer and served as Secretary of
State for Rhode Island from 1797 to 1810.

106 William Holroyd House 1798: A 5-bay,
2½-story Federal house with brick end
walls, It has a central pedimented entrance
with a semicircular-fanlight on a high stoop
reached by a double flight of stairs. Holroyd
was an attorney.

107 Samuel B. Wheaton House, now Carr’s
1850: This 2½-story brick Italianate house
has an asymmetrical facade, low hip roof,
and prominent bay windows. Wheaton was
a wholesale grocer. Since 1914 it has housed
Can’s catering establishment, an East Side
institution,

‘112 Froebel Hall 1878: Stone & Carpenter de
signed this 1½-story, clapboard, chalet-like
building with a cross-gable roof. Upon the
building’s completion, Mrs. Caroline Alden
opened a training school for kindergarten
teachers, the second such school in the coun
try. The Froebel method was a revolutionary
and nationally adopted educational innova
tion, In the mid’2Oth century, the building
housed a dancing school. The building now
serves as Hillel House for Brown University.

‘130- Lucien Sharpe House 1874: Alpheus
132 Morse, architect. A 2½-story double house

with a mansard roof and paired center en
trances flanked by projecting end pavilions.
Sharpe, whose family managed Brown &
Sharpe at 235 Promenade Street q.v., lived
in one half of this building; Professor John L.
Lincoln of Brown University occupied the
other side. Sharpe later built the carriage
house across the street at number 135.

‘135 Lucien Sharpe Carriage House 1885:
Alpheus Morse, architect. A 2½-story Mod-

em Gothic stable with a cross-gable roof,
The building originally provided for a cow
barn facing Fones Alley, a stable facing An
gell Street, a coachman’s apartment on the
1st floor of the west side, and a billiard room
upstairs. Brown University rehabilitated the
structure in the late 1970s as a laboratory for
environmental studies.

‘142 Lippitt-Guild House 1868: A 2½-story
dwelling with a 3-bay facade, central pavil
ion and arcaded portico, and mansard roof.
Francis J. Lippitt, a counsellor at 4 College
Street, built this house as an investment. Its
first occupant - and subsequent owner -

was Nathaniel Guild, a cotton-goods broker
and manufacturer.

‘178- E.P. Anthony Drugs 1895: Franklin J.
180 Sawtelle, architect, A 2½-story brick-and-

half-timber Tudor Revival structure with
varied window treatments and large gabled
dormers. Built to house the drug store that
still occupies the 1st story, the Anthony
Building is the oldest retail building in the
Thayer Street commercial area. Anthony’s
retains one of the finest turn-of-the-century
interiors in Providence, with superb ma
hogany shelves, cases, and vitrines,

‘210 Bullock/Harris House ca. 1850: An asym
metrical, 2½-story Italian villa with heavy
quoining, regularly spaced windows, ex
tremely wide eaves, and a low hip roof with
prominent dormers. One of the earliest villas
in Providence, the house was built by
William Poynton Bullock. By the 1860s it
belonged to Sarah P. Harris, and it remained
in the Harris family for many years.

‘268 James Tillinghast House 1895: A 2½-story
brick-and-shingle Queen Anne house with a
cross-gable hip roof, picturesque chimneys,
varied window treatment, and a balustraded
Colonial Revival entrance porch. Tillinghast
was a lawyer whose firm, Tillinghast,
Collins & Graham, is still active.

,‘271 Mary Balch Lippitt Steedman House
1912: Clarke, Howe & Homer, architects. A
handsome, formal, stone-trimmed brick
Colonial Revival dwelling with a 5-bay fa
cade, I-story Adamesque portico, Palladian
window above the portico, and a hip roof
with balustrade. The house is set behind an
iron fence mounted on a brick wall. The wid
owed Mrs. Steedman was a daughter of
Governor Lippitt and built this house on
what had been the backyard of her parents’
house around the corner at 199 Hope Street
q.v..

‘275 Alpheus S. Packard House 1879: Stone &
Carpenter, architects. A 2½-story. cross-
gable-roof, "stick style" house with shingled
hoods over some of the windows and an
entrance within a one-story porch. The Vic
torian Revival entrance into the cellar was
added in the ate 1970s. Packard was a pro
fessor of chemistry at Brown University; he
consulted on the selection of the marble for
the State House see 90 Smith Street.

‘276 Francis W. Carpenter House 1896: Carrére
& Hastings, architects. A 3½-story "chateau"
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on a raised, paved and planted terrace be- along Main and Benefit Streets, a common son worked as secretary of the Providence
hind a balustraded retaining wall. It is faced
in brick and has prominent limestone trim.
The main block of the house is somewhat
broken up by picturesque recessions of mass
towards the east, and the whole is capped by
a steep, slate hip roof with oculus dormers
and towering chimneys. The main entrance
is centered on the facade in a columned
porch, with a secondary, carriage entrance in
the arcaded porte cochere on the west. Ex
tensive use of decorative iron trim includes
cresting and window grilles. Unique in Prov
idence, this is a fine interpretation of the
Louis XIII style by the Beaux-Arts-trained
architects who specialized in the French Re
naissance Revival. Carpenter was president
of the Congdon & Carpenter Company, an
iron and steel company founded in 1792 and
still in operation see 3-5 Steeple Street and
405 Promenade Street. In the early 1890s,
Carpenter had been responsible for commis
sioning the same architectural firm to design
Central Congregational Church next door at
296 AngeIl Street q.v..

‘289 Dr. Annie Hunt House 1898: A 2½-story
Colonial Revival house with an altered en
trance porch and a gambrel roof with gable
dormers, Annie Hunt was a physician and a
member of the Rhode Island Homeopathic
Society see 825 Chalkstone Avenue.

‘295 H. Martin Brown House 1892: Gould &
Angell, architects, A 2½-story, hip-and-
cross-gable roof house with a large
columned porch and 2-story bay windows
with conical tops. The house is an interesting
example of the transition from the pic
turesque Queen Anne style to the more se
date Colonial Revival, Brown was a partner
in Brown Brothers & Co., dealers in machin
ery and mill supplies.

‘296 Central Congregational Church 1893:
Carrre & Hastings, architects. A massive,
Renaissance-style domed church faced in
beige brick. Its Greek-cross plan carries a
saucer dome upon a drum over the crossing.
The elaborate entrance has twin towers with
cupolas simplified after damage in the 1930
hurricane. The interior is a full-fledged
statement of American Renaissance, rich
ly textured with tile vaults, mosaics, and
stained-glass windows. The latter were pro
duced in New York by Duffner Kimberly Co.
and designed by j.A. Holzer, who had re
cently established his own studio after di
recting the works at Tiffany. This imposing
monument replaced an earlier house of wor
ship - equally imposing in its setting - at
226 Benefit Street q.v, and became a domi
nent monument in a new, affluent neighbor
hood then undergoing rapid development.

300- Dexter-Stimson-Diman House 1799-1803,
302 ca. 184W: A 2½-story, deck-on-hip-roof Fed

eral house with brick side walls. A 3-story
wing is attached on the east. Detailing in
cludes fretwork railings at the eaves and
around the roof deck. Ebenezer Knight Dex
ter, a prominent businessman and philan
thropist, built this as a country retreat from
the compact part of town then centered

practice among the well-to-do in Provi
dence, Under the terms of his will, he left the
bulk of the land to the city for a poor farm;
much of this remains as open land as Brown
University’s Aldrich-Dexter Field see 225-
235 Hope Street. john J, Stimson bought the
house in 1837, and the addition probably
was constructed soon after. Stimson left the
house to his daughter Emily, who later mar
ried Lewis Diman. Their heirs plotted the
land north of the house in 1882 see Stimson
Avenue.

‘311 Sarah T. Whiting House 1892: A 2½-story
Queen Anne house with a cross-gable roof
and altered front entrance. Mrs. Whiting was
the widow of a Brown University professor.

‘314 Rathbone Gardiner House 1883: Stone &
Carpenter, architects. An ample and elabo
rate, full-blown Queen Anne dwelling, 2½
stories high with a slate cross-gable roof
with plasterwork in the gable ends and walls
of shingle and random ashlar Seekonk
stone, set in pink mortar. The wide, L-plan
piazza has now been closed in and the ogee
gable over the front entrance removed, but
the house substantially recalls the impres
sion it made at the time of its construction
when the Propide,,ceDaily Journal described
it as "one of the largest and most expensive
dwelling houses that has been put up in the
city during the year." Gardiner was a lawyer
and trustee of Brown University, his alma
mater.

315 George E. Foster House 1909: A 2½-story,
hip-roof, Colonial Revival house with
grouped windows and a 1-story, hip-roof,
central portico. Foster had retired from the
Providence Telephone Company in 1905,
and the family moved away in 1910.

‘323 Granville Gardiner House 1886: Stone,
Carpenter & Willson, architects, This 2½-
story, end-gable-roof Queen Anne house -

its original clapboard exterior now covered
on the 1st story by shingles and its entrance
altered - is a typical example of the com
pactly massed, medium-size dwellings de
signed in the later 1880s by this prominent
architectural firm, Gardiner was a clerk for
W.H. Church & Co., a railroad and
steamship-line ticket agency.

‘325 Charles W. Smith House 1886: Gould &
Angell. architects. A 2½-story, clapboard-
and-shingle, end-gable-roof Queen Anne
dwelling with a gabled entrance porch on
the side of the house. Smith was secretary
and treasurer of the Rhode Island Society for
the Encouragement of Domestic Industry.

387- James Cornell House 1873: A large, 2½-
389 story, mansard-roof double house with

bracketed cornices and window caps and
separate entrances in the bracketed side
porches. Cornell was a wholesale grocer.

400 Edward L. Watson House 1899: A large,
square, 2½-story, deck-on-hip-roof, Colo
nial Revival dwelling with Ionic corner
pilasters, a projecting semicircular Ionic por
tico surmounted by an oriel window. Wat

Washington Insurance Co. see 20 Washing
ton Place.

412- Frederick A. Devoll House 1889: A large,
414 asymmetrical, 2½-story clapboard-and-

shingle, mansard-roof 2-family house of
eclectic design with a patterned-slate roof,
arcaded front porch, and octagonal corner
tower with a steeple-topped mansard roof.
Devoll had a dry goods store in the Arcade
downtown. Houses nearly identical to this
stand at 155, 163, and 179-181 Elmwood
Avenue,

415 Thomas Goff House ca. 1867: A 2½-story,
L-plan, low-hip-roof Italianate house with
bracketed eaves and an arcaded side porch
with colonnette supports. Goff built this
house as an investment,

420 Frank H. Maynard House 1891: El, Nick
erson, architect. A large, rambling, 2½-story,
brick-and-clapboard, cross-gambrel-roof Co
lonial Revival dwelling with a semicircular
portico and oriel windows. This house repre
sents a rare exercise in the Colonial Revival
mode by Providence’s most eclectic late
19th-century architect. An unusual and early
essay, it nevertheless lacks the suavity of
Nickerson’s handling of the Queen Anne or
others’ handling of the Colonial Revival. It
remains withal an important house of the
period. Maynard was treasurer of the Provi
dence Gas & Steam Pipe Co. when he built
this house; he later joined the General Fire
Extinguisher Co. He worked his way from
manager to president of this company and in
1917 moved to New York see 10 Elmgrove
Avenue.

453 Asa Potter House ca. 187W: A large, sym
metrical, 2½-story, mansard-roof house
with a projecting center pavilion and pro
jecting entrance vestibule sheltered by an
elaborate, turn-of-the-century, steel-and-
glass canopy. The balconies for the 1st-story
windows and the iron picket fence may well
date from this later period. Potter was a part
ner in Potter, Denison Co., furniture dealers,

490 Primavera Apartments 1931-32: A large
complex of 3-story, brick, "Spanish" garden
apartments built around a central courtyard.
The complex’s wrought iron trim, stucco
panels, and pantile hoods and false gables
contribute to the Mediterranean stylistic al
lusion. Etta Lisker owned the complex until
1956.

500 Wayland Manor Hotel 1927: Harry A.
Lewis, architect. A 7-story, tapestry-brick-
clad, flat-roof building with sparse, generi
cally classical detail. Designed as a residen
tial as well as transient hotel, the Wayland
Manor was built on the site of the Joseph
Banigan House see 9 Orchard Avenue.
Since its construction, it has been an East
Side institution,

515- Stephen Waterman Houses 1902: A pair of
517 identical, 2½-story, shingle, end-gable-roof,
519- 2-family dwellings with side porches, tall
521 projecting front gables, and broad, shallow,
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2-story bay windows on the facade, Each of
these houses had one large apartment on
each of the principal floors, Waterman, who
lived previously at 70 Stimson Avenue
q.v., practiced as an architect and perhaps
designed these houses himself, lie lived in
number 517 and rented the other units, He
built a 2-family house, identical to these, at
26-28 South Angell Street.

613 John F. and William S. Slater House 1867:
Alpheus Morse ?, architect, A large, sym
metrical, 2’/2-story, mansard-roof Second
Empire house with quoined corners; brack
eted eaves and window caps; and scroll-
saw-ornamented arcaded front and side
porches. The Slaters built this as an invest
ment see 646 Angell Street; Morse may
well have been the architect, for he contem
poraneously remodeled William Slater’s
house at 54 College Street q.v..

631 John A. Sutton House 1884: A 2½-story,
clapboard-and-shingle, end-gable-roof,
Queen Anne house with decorative shin
gling above the triple window in the front
gable and in the pediment of the spindle-
work front porch. The 2nd-story porch over
the entrance is typical of such houses. Sutton
was a restaurateur,

646 John F. and William S. Slater House 1867:
Alpheus Morse ?, architect. A 2½-story,
mansard-roof, asymmetrical villa-like house
with elaborate porches and an ornate modil
lion cornice. It was built on a lot included in
the large section of the Blackstone Park Plat
which Moses Jenkins a descendant of Moses
Brown, who owned much of this area in the
18th century surveyed in 1862 and sold to
john F. and William S. Slater, of the promi
nent Rhode Island and Connecticut textile-
manufacturing clan, They attempted to initi
ate development of this area building two
large "villas" see also 613 Angell Street
which they rented until they sold most of the
tract of land and the two houses to Charles
and Henry Taber, who were also real estate
investors. The earliest known resident of this
house was Lindsay Anderson, the owner of
an oyster restaurant on Westminster Street,
who bought the property in 1884 and sold it
in 1896. The porch on the east side of the
house was enclosed late in the 19th century
when the round-arch windows were in
stalled.

ARCH STREET
15 James M. Anthony House ca. 1900: Stone,

Carpenter & Willson, architects, A 2½-story
Colonial Revival dwelling with a 2-story
gambrel roof, a common form in Providence
at the time. Anthony, a co-owner of the
james M. Anthony & Co, cigar store, resided
here until his death in 1918,

17 Charles H. Sprague House ca. 1874:
Alpheus C. Morse, architect. This square 2-
story Second Empire dwelling has a low
mansard roof, symmetrical facade, and aca
demic, classically inspired trim. Sprague
1844-1900 was a partner in S.S. Sprague &
Co., a wholesale grain-shipping business
founded by his father, He lived here until

moving to 44 Stimson Avenue q.v. in 1895.

22 William F. Lovegrove House ca. 1879: A
2½-story, 2-family Second Empire house
with a slate mansard roof, modillion cornice,
and front and side porches. Lovegrove. a
stove and tinware dealer, was one of the
original occupants.

28 Alonzo W. Stanley House ca. 1873: A 2-
story, 2-family house with a small entry
porch and a mansard roof, restrained Re
naissance Revival window trim, and modil
lion cornice, Stanley, a contractor and
builder, erected this as an investment prop
erty.

34 Daniel K. Child House 1871: A typical
end-gable, single-entrance, 2-family house
with paired-bracket cornice and rope mold
ing around the doorway. Child, a jewelry
manufacturer, moved to this house from
Swansea, Massachusetts, where he returned
in 1876.

45 John F. Potter House 1875: A 2’story, end-
gable-roof residence with an entry porch
and bay windows in front and elaborate,
open timberwork ornament in the front and
side gables. Potter 1845-97, born in North
Dartmouth, Massachusetts, became a drug
gist in New Bedford, Massachusetts, and
moved to Providence in 1873. He came to
own two prosperous drugstores, one at
Cranston and Gilmore Streets, the other at
Elmwood Avenue and West Friendship
Street.

49- John E. Potter House 1882: A 2’story,
SI 2-family, double-entrance, mansard-roof

structure, whose handsome, bracketed
porch is crowned with a delicate cast-iron
cresting. Potter lived next door, and his con
struction of this dwelling as an investment
reflects his increasing prosperity in the
1880s see 45 Arch Street.

ARLINE STREET
30 Department of Transportation Mainte

nance Headquarters 1927: Built for the De
partment of Transportation, this 2-story
building with a flat roof and pier-and-span
drel construction represents the waxing in
fluence of the machine aesthetic on Art
Deco, a combination quite appropriate to in
dustrial buildings; it was one of the first
"modernistic" buildings erected by the
State,

ARLINGTON AVENUE

9 Edmund B. Delabarre House 1893: A
small, shingled bungalow with an unusual
arcaded veranda and a large cross gable with
a recessed balcony in an arcaded surround.
Delabarre was a Brown University professor
of psychology.

19 Courtland W. Gilmore House 1891: Archi
tect Charles F. Chase designed this 2½-story
shingle dwelling with a simple balustraded
front porch. Its gambrel roof, based on 18th-
century examples but here expanded to con
tain 2 stories, is typical of the period and no
doubt the explanation for the architect’s de

scription of this on the building permit as "a
Colonial wood & brick cottage." Gilmore
was a clerk at the Rumford Chemical Works
on South Main Street see 231 South Main
Street.

37 George 0. Sackett House 1899: Architects
Stone, Carpenter & Willson designed this
large, 2½-story, gambrel-roof Colonial Re
vival dwelling with semicircular bay win
dow on the south side, long front porch with
paired Ionic columns, and roof balustrade
with urn finials. On the facade, two triangu
lar pedimented dormers flank a central
dormer with a broken-scroll pediment. Sack
ett was a clerk at the Kendall Manufacturing
Co.

41 Charles L. Stafford House 1878: A large,
square, 2½-story, mansard-roof house with
paired windows and a large veranda wrap
ping around two sides of the house, Stafford,
a cotton broker with offices on South Main
Street, was one of the first residents in this
eastern part of the East Side, which began to
develop shortly after the Civil War.

57- Henry A. Fifield House ca. 1900: A large,
59 2½-story, hip-roof, Queen Anne, 2-family

house with elaborate Colonial Revival de
tailing including a Tuscan-column porch on
the front and side of the dwelling, a second-
story covered porch with ramped railings,
and a Palladian window in the south gable.
A large, helm-roof corner tower dominates
the exterior of the house in characteristic
Queen Anne fashion. Fifield was a clerk at
the cotton-producing Grant Mill see 299
Carpenter Street.

93 George C. Lyon House 1899: Martin & Hall
were the architects of this 2½-story, hip-
roof, symmetrical 3-bay-facade Colonial Re
vival house with quoined corners, crossetted
window surrounds, and a semicircular por
tico with ramped parapetbalustrade and urn
finiats, Lyon was treasurer and part owner of
Hall and Lyon Pharmacies, located on West
minster and Weybosset Streets,

130 George H. Tillinghast House ca. 1919: A
brick, 2½-story, 5-bay-facade, center-hall-
plan Georgian Revival house with an en
closed sun porch on the side, floor-length
windows with iron railings on the front, and
a pedimented fanlight entrance, Tillinghast
was a bookkeeper.

194 Paul E. Aldrich House 1909: Hilton &
Jackson, architects. A symmetrical, brick,
2½-story Georgian Revival dwelling with a
3-bay-facade, and large tripartite windows
flanking the entrance with fanlight and Tus
can portico, over which is a shallow oriel
window at 2nd-floor level. Aldrich was pres
ident of MAN,, a machine manufacturing
company.

200 John J. Gilbert House ca. 1912, 1939: A
2½-story, 4-bay-facade, brick-clad neo
Georgian/neo-Regency dwelling with
round-arch dormers in the hip roof, quoined
corners, and an octagonal window over the
entrance. Originally a wood-frame dwelling
built early in the 20th century, this house
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was extensively remodeled by Gilbert, a
physician, in the late 1930s,

215 Harold A. Mackinney House 1906: A
large, 2½-story, shingle-and-half-timber,
multiple-gable, Tudor Revival house. Mac
kinney was a clerk at the American Screw

Co.

230 Albert Steinert Carriage House 1904:
Martin & Hall, architects, A large, brick, 1½-
story, gambrel-roof Georgian Revival car
riage house with an octagonal cupola sur
mounted by a weathervane, Originally the
carriage house for 366 Olney Street q.v., it
was converted to a residence by William
Mauran in 1956-57.

231 Edwin 0. Chase House 1925: Marshall B.
Martin, architect. A brick, 2½-story, hip-
roof, Georgian Revival dwelling with a sym
metrical 5-bay-facade and large bay win
dows ornamented with fretwork flanking
the pedimented central entrance pavillion.
Chase was president of Burrows & Kenyon
Lumber Co. see 741-743 Westminster
Street; he moved here from 183 Lexington
Avenue q.v..

ARNOLD STREET
7 Christopher Arnold House 1795: A 5-bay,

2½-story Federal house with a central semi
circular-fanlight doorway and later Greek
Revival Doric portico. The Arnold family
owned much of the land in this area, and the
street was given their name when it was es
tablished in 1807.

8- William and George Bucklin Houses ca.
10 1824: John Holden Greene, architect, A 6-

bay-facade, 2½-story, Federal double house
with paired entrances with console pedi
ments and Gothick tracery in the transom
lights. William Bucklin was a barber; George
Bucklin, a grocer.

12 Menzies Sweet House 1850: Thomas A.
Tefft, architect. A unique, 3’story, 3-bay-
facade, hip-roof Italianate townhouse with
flushboard walls and quoining in imitation
of stone facing. The wide modillion-and
dentil cornice, segmental-arch 3rd-story
windows which break into the architrave,
the pedimented doorway, and the pedi
mented 1st-story windows are hallmarks of
the Italian palazzo style. It was built for
Menzies Sweet, a carpenter who built a
number of houses in Fox Point, The house
abuts on its west side the double house at
8-10 Arnold Street,

14 James Eatsforth House 1798: A 5-bay-
facade, 2½-story, center-chimney Federal
house with a central fanlight doorway with a
pediment on consoles.

15 Nathan Seamans House 1793: A 5-bay-
facade, 2½-story, gable-roof, center-chim
ney Federal house with a pedimented fan
light doorway flanked by Ionic pilasters.
Seamans was a distiller,

18 Joseph Baker House 1797; A 5-bay-facade,
2½-story, gable-roof, center-chimney Fed
eral house with an elaborate pedimented

fanlight doorway flanked by Ionic pilasters
with floral motifs above the capitals and on
the fretted soffit, Baker was a housewright.
He rented this house out and occupied 16-
l6A Arnold Street, next door,

23 Josiah Baker House ca. 1800: A 2½-story,
5-bay-facade, brick Federal house with a
pedimented central entrance with fanlight
and Ionic pilasters and pedimented 1st-story
windows. The use of pedimented windows
is rare in 18th-and early 19th-century Provi
dence houses and is otherwise restricted to
much grander houses,

24 Captain John Gibbs House 1846: A 2½-
story, 3-bay-facade, end-gable-roof Greek
Revival house with its entrance in the 5-bay
side elevation. Gibbs was a sea captain.

27- William Church House ca. 1832: A 2½-
29 story, 6-bay-facade Federal double house

with a central double entrance flanked by
sidelights and pilasters with fluted bracket
caps.

33 Nathan Mason House ca. 1845: A 2½-
story, 5-bay-facade Greek Revival house
with a pedimented gable roof, corner pi
lasters, and a central entrance framed by pi’
lasters.

52- William Martin House ca. 1844: A small
54 and unusual, 1½-story, 5-bay-facade Greek

Revival double cottage with central recessed
entries. Martin was a mariner.

62 Morris Deming, Jr. House ca. 1846: An
asymmetrical, 4-bay-facade, end-gable-roof
Greek Revival cottage with paneled entrance
and corner pilasters. Deming owned a ma
chine shop at India Point.

.68 Edward W. Sherman House ca. 1846: A
Greek Revival cottage similar to 62 Arnold,
it belonged to Edward Sherman, an engi
neer,

ASHMONT STREET
35 Macedonia Armenian Methodist Episco

pal Church 1893: A gabled chapel with
grouped lancet windows and a bracketed
steeple. Originally built for the People’s
Evangelical Church, which previously had
met on Oxford Street, this is - despite alter
ations - a handsome, small church build
ing.

ATLANTIC AVENUE
123- Henry Mckivergan House 1906: This 2-
125 family house is a typical turn-of-the-century,

hip-roof, clapboard-and-shingle structure;
the octagonal corner pavilion and handsome
balustraded porch respond well to the corner
site, McKivergan, owner of a liquor store,
lived here,

184- Samuel F. Hilton House ca. 1870: A 2½-
188 story house with "stick-style" tie-bar-and-

center-piece end and front gables perhaps
later additions. A centered Colonial Revival
entrance porch and 2-story bay windows
were added probably at the turn of the cen
tury. Hilton, who lived on Adelaide Avenue,

built this as an investment property; he was
part-owner of the Narragansett Collar Co.

236 William H. Sherman House 1877: An
elaborately trimmed, bracketed, mansard-
roof, 2-family dwelling probably built for
middle-income tenants,

ATWELLS AVENUE

Laid out in 1809 and extended the following
year as the Woonasquatucket Turnpike,
Atwells Avenue supplemented the 18th-
century roads to the west from the center of
Providence. Heavily Irish by the second half
of the 19th century, it became the main thor
oughfare of the city’s "Little Italy" by 1900.
Thus it remains, as celebrated by refurbish’
ments in the late 1970s during the adminis
tration of Mayor Vincent Cianci. Designed
by Albert Veil Associates, this Community
Development project provided brick paving,
new storefronts, Victorian lighting fixtures,
and a large arch topped by a pine cone at the
street’s eastern end,

93- Alexander F. Adie House 1871: A 3-story
95 Italianate double house with a bracketed hip

roof, bracketed entrance, and heavy quoins.
Adie was a drug and chemical manufacturer;
he erected this building as an investment.

99 Giuseppe Garibaldi Park 1808, 1975: One
of the oldest parks in the city - predated
only by Abbott Park q.v. - this small
square was given to the city by Amos Atwell.
It was subsequently renamed Franklin Park
and rededicated on October 13, 1975 by
Mayor Vincent A. Cianci, Jr., the city’s first
Italo-American mayor.

120 John Carter Brown II House, now the Old
Canteen Restaurant ca. 1870: A 2½-story,
mansard-roof house altered by the addition
of modern, small-pane windows on the
Atwells Avenue side; original round-arch
windows remain on other parts of the build
ing. Built as an investment property by a
scion of the prominent Brown family, the
house has been an Italian restaurant since
1928; it became the Old Canteen in 1935.

150 Jonathan Drown House ca. 1831: A 1i/2

story Greek Revival house with a mid-I9th-
century eli on the west end. Drown was a
machine maker with a shop nearby on Sabin
Street. By the early 20th century this was the
home of Frederick Rice, proprietor of a pop
ular newsstand. It is one of the oldest houses
on the street.

179- Providence Institution for Savings 1934:
181 Howe & Church, architects. A 2-story brick

branch bank and office building. Below a
balustraded parapet, the 2nd story retains
fine neoclassic detail, including paired Ionic
pilasters.

263- A.F. Cappelli Building 1909: A 4-story,
267 red-and-yellow-brick commercial block with

parapet, cast-iron storefronts, and 3-story
metal oriel windows - the salient motif of
the design. The most imposing business
block on Federal Hill and a neighborhood
landmark, it was erected by Antonio F. Cap-
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pelli, a leading Federal Hill builder, on the
key northeast corner of DePasquale Square.
When it first opened, it housed the Cappelli
family wine store in the Atwells Avenue
storefront. Completely rehabilitated in
1979-80, it remains a symbol of Italian pride
and influence in the neighborhood.

277 Niccoia Cappelti Block 1925: A 2-story,
buff-brick, granite-trimmed commercial
block with bracketed cornice and recessed
entrance with marble trim. Built by a relation
of A.F. Cappelli, this building provided of
fice space for professionals in the Italian
community: its first occupants included doc
tors, attorneyi, real estate agents, and con
tractors, It is a less imposing companion to
the A,F. Cappelli block across DePasquale
Square.

280 Columbus National Bank 1949: Oresto di
Saia, architect. A 2-story commercial block
with a parapet and a slightly projecting cen
tral bay with a low pediment and a 2-story
arched and recessed entrance with
Corinthian pilasters. Founded in 1911, the
Columbus National Bank established head
quarters at 2 Market Square with a branch at
332 Atwells Avenue; this structure super
seded the earlier branch. Signor Mariano
Vervena, its founder, was prominent in the
Italian community, and the bank’s manage
ment has always been dominated by Italo
Americans, In the late 1970s, the bank ac
quired the Turks Head Building at 7-17
Weybosset Street q.v. as its headquarters.

286 Antonio DeMarco Building 1918: A 4-
story, buff-and’red-brick èommercial block
with a bracketed cornice and 3-story,
embossed-sheet-metal oriel windows, This
building, like many of those nearby, was
erected by prosperous Italian immigrants.

352 St, John’s Roman Catholic Church 1871:
A simple brick church with corbel cornices,
granite trim, and restrained Romanesque de
tail, it has a square-base tower and octagonal
belfry; the steeple was removed in 1935 after
damage by lightning. St. John’s parish was
created in 1870 from segments of the
parishes of St. Mary’s and the Church of Sts,
Peter and Paul now the cathedral for the
Diocese of Providence, q.v. Built at a cost of
$100,000, this structure originally served the
many Irish inhabitants of Federal Hill in the
late nineteenth century.

387 Dante State Bank 1925: A brick, 2-story
commercial block with flat roof and parapet.
The facade design imposes a series of arches
and Corinthian pilasters on the rusticated
brick wall, The original bronze doors, set at
a 45-degree angle to the street corner, re
main in place. Like the Columbus National
Bank, the Dante State Bank was established
by and or Italians, Today the structure
houses the County Loan and Finance Corpo
ration,

470 Church of the Holy Ghost 1901: Murphy,
Hindle & Wright, architects, A fine brick and
poiychrome-terra cotta Italian Romanesque
Revival church with arcaded campanile. A
large rose window dominates the facade,

and the arched portal is carved with scenes
from the Last Supper. Established to serve
the rapidly growing Italian community, the
church was organized by Father Luigi Paroli
in 1889. Bishop Scalbrini, founder of an or
der to aid Italian immigrants, came from Pia
cenza, Italy to officiate at the building’s ded
ication in 1901, In 1975, the small triangular
park in front of the church was dedicated in
memory of Pfc, Louis Tocci, killed during the
Korean War,

586 Providence Base Works of General Electric
1918: A complex of brick, pier-and-span
drel industrial buildings, 2 stories high on
raised basement, with minimal detailing re’
stricted chiefly to corbeling above the 2nd-
story windows, Located in the Woon
asquatucket River Valley industrial corridor,
this is a fine expression of industrial architec
ture following the First World War and was
singled out as such by Henry-Russell Hitch
cock in Rhode Island Architecture.

860 St. Adelbert’s Roman Catholic Church
1925: Ernest Ludorff of Bridgeport, Con
necticut, architect. A brick-and-terra cotta
I talian-Romanesque-style, basilica-plan
church with elaborate ornamentation and a
tall campanile flanking the facade. St. Adel’
bert’s was built for the increasingly large
Polish population west of Olneyville.

901 Our Lady of Lourdes Roman Catholic
Church 1928: A.J, Murphy, architect. A
red-brick, Italian-Romanesque-style. basil
ica-plan structure with a low campanile
flanking the gabled facade with attenuated
arcading and large round window. The con
stituency of Our Lady of Lourdes was origi
nally dominated by French Canadians,

ATWOOD STREET
2, 6 Robert K. Atwood Houses ca. 1850: A well

preserved pair of pedimented, end-gable
Greek Revival cottages with deep entabla
tures and paneled corner pilasters. Both
were moved to this site between 1882 and
1895 by Robert Atwood, who was in the
meat and vegetable business,

Z5½ House ca. 1865: A small, well preserved
flank-gable-roof, 3-bay cottage with a cen
tral vestibule containing a door with side
lights. It is typical of modest single-family
dwellings of the mid’l9th century. This cot
tage might have been originally part of the
AM. Kimball Estate on Plainfield Street,
close to the corner of Atwood Street then
known as Winsor Street.

AVON STREET
4-6 Henry A. Potter House 18’40s: Potter built

this 2½-story, flank-gable dwelling as a
farmhouse on land he had purchased in
1834 from his father, Arthur M. Potter, In
1862, Henry sold the property for a token
sum to a son, Arthur M. Potter, Set in spa
cious surroundings, this plain-trimmed and
veranda-fronted structure is now - since
the 1965 demolilton of the houseat 389 Elm-
wood Avenue built by Henry’s uncle Anson
Potter - Elmwood’s largest Greek Revival
residence,

BAINBRIDGE AVENUE
20 George E. Boyden House 1882: Gould &

Angell, architects, A 2½-story, clapboard-
and-shingle Queen Anne house with a
cross-gable roof, complex massing. and elab
orate diaperwork trim. A recent repainting
handsomely complements the rich exterior
articulation, Boyden was a dry-goods mer
chant with a store nearby at 1061 High now
Westminster Street. In 1886, he opened an
amusement arcade named Crescent Park in
Riverside; the park is gone, but its carousel
remains one of the finest 19th-century exam
pies in the country. Boyden sold this house
to Henry P. Morgan, a manager at Jarris &
Conklin Mortgage Trust Company, in 1887.

29 St. Mary’s Academy of the Visitation
1904: Murphy, Hindle & Wright, architects,
A 3-story brick school characteristic of early
20th-century design with flat roof, modil
lion-and-dentil cornice, large banks of win
dows, and triple-arch entrance loggia. This
served as the parish school for the church
around the corner at 538 Broadway q.v..

32 George 0. Miller House ca. 1875: A small,
mansard-roof cottage with an elaborate
Corinthian portico and fine iron cresting.
Miller, who lived in Johnston, worked at the
Miller Iron Company on South Water Street
at Market Square.

BAKER STREET
183 Charles E. Huston House 1869: This sim

ple, 3-bay-facade, side-hall-plan cottage has
asbestos shingles over the original clap
boards, Despite this alteration, it is a good
example of the modest houses of the mid-
19th century common in Providence, Hus
ton, a mason, built this house and lived here
until moving to Foxboro, Massachusetts in
1883.

25

BALTON ROAD

Aldrich, architect. A large, 2½story, brick,
hip-roof Georgian Revival house, with pro
jected, pedimented entrance pavilion and
barrel-roof portico;.the main block is flanked
by 2-story wings. Both entrance pavilion and
flanking wings apparently were additions.
Extensive garages and service wings sur
round a walled service court on the east side
of the main house, and the entire property is
surrounded by a high brick wall with
wrought iron gates. Bodell, a member of the
New York Stock Exchange, founded Bodell
& Co., a brokerage firm see 32 Custom
House Street. Bodell was a naturalist: he
collected bird prints, and his house was well
known for the beauty of its extensive flower
gardens.

45 Edward J, Sullivan House ca 1932: A
large 2½-story, brick, center-hall-plan Geor
gian Revival house with a balustraded hip
roof. modillion cornice, 5-bay facade, and
central entrance flanked by floor-length,
segmental-arch windows. Sullivan was a
manufacturer.
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BARBARA STREET
14- Merino Mill Workers’ Housing ca. 1860:
48 A row of four typical, 2½-story, 6-bay-fa

cade, multiple-family houses with two side
hall entrances, These were built to house
workers at the nearby Merino Mill see 61
Ponagansett Avenue.

BARBERRY HILL
47 Frederick T. Moses House 1922: This

stucco "English cottage" has characteristi
cally complex gable roofs for picturesque ef
fect. Moses was vice-president and engineer
of the Fireman’s Mutual Insurance Com
pany.

48 Archie W. Merchant House 1924: Clarke
& Howe, architects, A brick, 2’/z-story,
gable-roof, 5-bay-facade, center-hall-plan
Georgian Revival house with alternating tri
angular and segmental-arch pedimented
dormers. The Ionic portico is embellished by
a Chinese Chippendale-style railing. A tall
tripartite window further accents the center
of the facade. On the north side of the house
is a 2-story wing and an enclosed sun porch
with an elaborate Chinese Chippendale
balustrade. Merchant was a building con
tractor.

BARK STREET
1 Stiliman White Brass Foundry 1871 et

seq.: Stillman White established his
foundry on this site in 1856 in a small frame
building no longer standing. By 1869 his
"Anti-friction Lining Metal," used to line
bearings, was well known throughout New
England. This structure was begun in 1871
to house the growing business, and subse
quent additions were made in the late 19th
and early 20th centuries. At the north end is
a 1-story brick section with a gable roof and
corbel cornice. This building, which housed
the foundry proper, has a tapered chimney
and four large, wind adjustable sheet-metal
vents on the roof, The 2-story section in the
middle has a gable roof and corbel cornice;
the 2-story southern section has a flat roof
and corbel cornice, The firm occupied the
building until 1949, when it moved to mod
ern quarters in East Providence. After a se
ries of occupants in the 1950s and 1960s, the
building was extensively rehabilitated in the
early 1970s by Research and Design Institute
REDE as an "Energy Conservation Infor
mation Center," This "retrofitting" project
was supported by a number of public and
private New England organizations and cor
porations and received extensive press cov
erage, both locally and nationally through
publications of the National Trust for His
toric Preservation.

BARKER STREET
12 John A. Battey House ca. 1847: A 2½-story

Greek Revival house with flank-gable roof,
corner pilasters, and 5-bay facade with pilas
tered center entrance. This is one of the few
surviving Greek Revival houses in this area.
James Brecknell, a machinist, is the earliest
known resident of this house,

BARNES STREET
*7 George T. Mitchell House 1867-69: C.P.

Hartshorn, architect. A mansard-roof cottage
with the entrance on the side and a large bay
window dominating the street elevation,
Elaborate trim includes bracketed cornices,
scallop-edge window caps, and a hooded
entrance, D.W. Barney was the mason; Levi
Bates, the carpenter. With Thomas V.
Holden, Mitchell worked at the stable run by
George H. Copeland & Co. on the site of
today’s What Cheer Garage, 160 Benefit
Street q.v.. Mitchell lived here only briefly.

*29 Benjamin H. Gladding House 1868:
George H, Brown, architect. A symmetrical,
3-bay-facade, 2’/:-story late Italianate house
with a bell-curve mansard roof and massive
hooded dormers, Shallow, semi-octagonal
bay windows flank the bracketed entrance
portico. Gladding carried on the dry-goods
business established by his father,

*48 George W. Whitford House I 1882: El.
Nickerson, architect. A 2’/a-story, L-plan,
cross-gable-roof dwelling with heavy barge-
boards and decorative shingling in the gable
ends; the entrance porch has turned columns
and is set in the nook of the "L." Whitford
built this as an investment; he lived next
door at number 54.

*54 George W. Whitford House 111886: El.
Nickerson, architect, A delightful house of
mixed stylistic breeding, this dwelling has
"stick style," Queen Anne, and Colonial Re
vival detailing. The high hip roof with crest
ing is intersected by large cross gables with
elaborate bargeboards and decorative
shingling. The central, semicircular Ionic en
trance porch with balustrade and the oriel
windows may have been added later, Whit-
ford was a partner in Whitford, Aldrich &
Co., wholesale grocers.

BARROWS STREET
62 A.W. Smith House ca. 1895: A cross-gable-

roof, clapboard-and-shingle cottage with
bay windows and spindlework porches on
the front and side. Smith was a mason and
contractor,

BATH STREET
915- Dickhaut Cottages 1883: Built by Andrew

141 Dickhaut, a major developer and investor in
odd Smith Hill real estate during the last two

decades of the 19th century, these small,
3-bay-facade, side-hall-plan cottages were
rented to employees in the numerous nearby
industries along the Woonasquatucket River,
This is the largest intact group of small
workers’ dwellings in Providence and repre
sents an important alternative to multiple-
family housing - the small but more private
single-family rented house.

BEACON AVENUE
73- Mary C. Dyer House 1890: A 2½-story,
75 Queen Anne, 2-family house with spindle-

work porch and fan gable ornament, The
house was built as a rental property by Mary
C. Dyer, a housewright’s widow, who
owned a number of dwellings in this area,

Albert and William Safford, partners in
Ettlinger and Safford Jewelry Manufacturers
on Point Street, were the first tenants, The
jewelry industry became heavily concen
trated in northern South Providence in the
late 19th century, and the neighborhood
housed many jewelry workers and manu
facturers.

86- George Dickinson House 1890: A 2½-
88 story, Queen Anne, 2-family house with a

handsome porch decorated with floral
bosses in the pediment. George Dickinson, a
roll coverer employed in a factory at Borden
and Clay Streets, lived on Gallup Street for
years before building this house.

103 City Ward Room ca. 188W: A 1-story hall
with a stepped pediment and a large lunette
window over the entrance. One of the few
surviving city ward rooms in Providence,
this building was used as a polling place and
meeting hall for the various functions related
to the ward political system of the 19th
century.

104- Beacon Avenue School ca. 1885: A 2½-
106 story, brick and brownstone, Romanesque

Revival school house with a rusticated stone
base. The building is notable for its fine
masonry detailing and powerful massing.

BEAUFORT STREET
56 Isaac?.RichardsHouse 1893: A 2½-story,

end-gable-roof Queen Anne house with a
circular corner tower, a Palladian window in
the gable, and an arcaded and pedimented
front porch. The carriage house matches the
residence, Richards manufactured machine
tools, specializing in metal punches.

62 Michael D’Agnillo House 1927: A highly
unusual 1½-story-on-high-basement, tile-
roof, yellow-brick, Y-plan "Mediterranean"
style house with a walled forecourt contain
ing steps leading to a projected entrance ves
tibule surmounted by a balustrade and a
scrolled-pediment dormer, Other ornamen
tal features include a leaded fanlight over the
door and console keystones surmounting
the round-arch fenestration, D’Agnillo
owned the California Artificial Flower Com
pany, located at 263 Weybosset Street q.v.
until its move to the present headquarters at
400 Reservoir Avenue q.v..

145 Beaufort Street Grammar School, now
George J. West Junior High School 1916:
Murphy, Hindle & Wright, architects. A 3-
story-on-high-basement, flat-roof, red-
brick, Tudor style building with cast stone
trim. The original building has been en
larged by the addition of wings.

BELL STREET
5 Bell Street Chapel 1875: William R.

Walker, architect. Modeled after the Maison
Carre’e in Nimes, France, this 2-story, brick
and brownstone Neoclassical building with
a fine Corinthian portico sits on an arcaded
basement of rusticated brownstone. It stands
adjacent to the estate of its patron, James
Eddy, whose large house, "Pine Grove,"
stood at 4 Bell Street until the late 1970s,
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Eddy 1806.88 was a highly successful art with bracketed cornice and pedimented *34 Mrs. Mary M. Gorham Houie 1863-65:
dealer who made a fortunearound the time
of the Civil War. A liberal thinker, he built
the chapel to house a quasi-religious society
dedicated to creedless humanitarianism;
Eddy’s stated purpose was to "consecrate a
temple to God, to Truth and to all that dig
nifies and ennobles Humanity." The chap
el’s design was probably Eddy’s concept; it is
unlike the rest of Walker’s work, Today the
building houses a Unitarian-Universalist
congregation.

BENEDICT STREET
17 William Smith House ca. 1855: One of the

oldest houses in West Elmwood, this modest
Greek Revival cottage has a 3-bay facade set
end to the street,

* BENEFIT STREET
just a mile in length, Benefit Street has a long
and distinguished history. First proposed in
1743 as a parallel Back Street to Main -

then the Towne Street - Benefit Street was
necessitated by the growth of Providence’s
population and congestion on Main Street,
Area residents opposed the plan, however,
because it cut through their property, dis
turbing a number of family burial plots.
Opposition to the planned new street dimin
ished gradually, and construction began in
1756 on the southern end. By 1758, Benefit
Street extended its full length from south of
Wickenden to the intersection with North
Main Street at Constitution Hill. The con
struction of the new State House at 150
Benefit gave the street something of a civic
focus near its middle. New houses began to
rise along the street in the l760s, and build
ing activity after the Revolution was particu
larly important in giving the street its ap
pearance. Benefit Street continued to be a
fashionable address until the latter part of
the 19th century, with stylish new dwellings
erected through the Civil War, Like many
older areas, it went into decline around the
turn of the 20th century, and many houses
were converted to tenements, By the mid
1950s, the combined threats of deterioration,
institutional expansion, and urban renewal
galvanized support for restoration of this
historically and architecturally significant
area, Encouraged by the Providence Preser
vation Society, home owners began to return
to the area, restoring and rehabilitating the
18th- and early 19th-century houses along
the street. In 1979 the street itself was re
paved, brick sidewalks were installed, and
reproduction gaslight-type street lamps
were installed, Benefit Street has become the
city’s most famous old thoroughfare.

*4_g William P. Angell Building ca. 1865: A
wedge-shaped, 2½-story mansard-roof Sec
ond Empire structure with paired windows
on the 2nd story, plate glass shop windows
on the first, and a bracketed hood over the
recessed entrance, Angell built this as an
investment,

79 Franklin A. Steere House 1871: A
small, 2½-story Second Empire house above
a full, street-level basement; mansard roof

dormers, and a square-fronted oriel window
projecting over the basement-level entrance.
Steere was a partner in Steere and Crooker, a
jewelry manufacturing firm on Eddy Street,

*11 Joseph Veazie House ca. 1844: A 2½-story
Greek Revival house above a full, street-
level basement, The gable-roof dwelling is
set end to the street; the entrance, sheltered
by a Doric portico, is centered in the 5-bay,
south-facing side elevation. Veazie 1788-
1863, like many of his neighbors, was a
jewelry manufacturer, An abolitionist and
temperance advocate, he supported Thomas
Wilson Don in the Don War.

*22 Matthew Ingraham House 1867: Chris
topher Dexter, architect. An ample, but fairly
plain, L-plan Italianate house built at a cost
of $10,000 by a prominent local carpenter-
builder and partner in the firm Moulton and
Ingraham. Moulton and Ingraham were very
busy working on Benefit Street in the decade
this house was built, building the Gorham
House 34 Benefit, the Angell House 30,
and St. John’s Rectory 144.

*25 The Ministry-at-Large Free Chapel 1843,
27 1871: A high-gabled structure originally

containing school rooms, offices, and a
chapel, it was made over into a P/2story

residence in 1871. The bracketed trim and
massive entrance hoods date from the same
period. The Ministry-at-Large, supported by
the Unitarian churches, was established to
provide moral and religious instruction to
"those whose wants have not been met by the
regular churches of the city." The society
vacated the building upon the completion of
the Olney Street Congregational Church in
1871; Simon W. Simmons, a cotton broker,
then bought and remodeled the house.

27- Allen Greene House 1854: A square, sym
29 metrical, 3-story, 3-bay-facade Italianate

house with a low-hip roof, wide bracketed
eaves, paneled corner pilasters, paired win
dows, a central entrance portico with acan
thus capitals, and a fanlight doorway with
rusticated surround, Greene was a well-
known carriage maker,

*30 William G. Angell House 1864-67: Al
pheus Morse, architect, This lavish, 21/2_

story, brownstone-trimmed, Danvers
pressed brick house in the Florentine Style
has a hip roof, 3-bay facade with pedimented
windows, Ionic entrance porch with balus
trade, and a 2-story carriage house. Angell
was president of the nearby American Screw
Co. He built this house at an estimated cost
of $75,000. Alpheus Morse was his neighbor
down the street at 42-44 Benefit q,v.. Allery
Millard was the mason; Moulton & Ingra
ham, the carpenters.

31- Duty Evans House 1856: A square, sym
35 metrical, 3-story, Italianate house with wide

bracketed eaves, 3-bay facade with paired
windows, corner quoining, and central en
trance portico with acanthus capitals. Al
most identical to 27-29 Benefit next door, it
was built by the owner of an iron and steel
company.

Aipheus Morse, architect, A 2½-story Ital
ianate house with hip roof and gabled dor
mers, 3-bay facade, central Doric entrance
porch, and projecting pavilion on the south,
The widow of John Gorham of the jewelry
manufacturing family, Mrs. Gorham built
this large house some ten years after her
husband’s death, It cost approximately
$20,000. Thomas Wilbur was the carpenter;
Ellery Millard, the mason, Mrs. Gorham’s
house is quite similar to - though much less
expensive than - that contemporaneously
built next door at 30 Benefit Street q.v. by
her nephew William G. Angell.

*35 The Reverend Francis Smith House 1850:
A 2½-story Italianate house with a high,
decked hip roof - an early form of mansard
roof - 3-bay facade with paired windows,
and hooded central doorway with pendants.
Smith was the minister of the Fourth Baptist
Church on Bacon Street,

*42_ Earl Pearce House 1827: james Bucklin,
44 architect, A 2½-story Federal double house

with 4 exterior chimneys. Each unit is 3 bays
wide, and their flat-top Ionic entrances are
paired and centered, Pearce, who lived next
door at 48 Benefit, built this as an investment
property, which it remained until 1854 when
Pearce’s daughter Caroline and her new
husband, Alpheus Morse 1818-94, moved
into the southern half, The Morses remained
here forty years, until his death. Not only
did Morse live on Benefit Street, he also de
signed or remodeled many of the houses in
the area. Morse came to Providence in 1853
to design the house for Thomas F. 1-loppin at
383 Benefit Street q.v, married, and settled
into a long and successful architectural prac
tice, Respected as the dean of Providence
architects, he was active in the professional
ization of the field in the second half of the
19th century.

*43 Joseph Jenckes House 1773: A 2½-story
house with a gambrel roof and pedimented
dormers, center chimney, and 5-bay facade
with pedimented central doorway and tran
som light. The land on which this house
stands was acquired by the jenckes family in
1773 and then extended from Benefit to
Hope Street, The Jenckeses were involved in
mercantile trade, This is the best preserved
of a handful of frame, gambrel-roof Colonial
houses in the city.

*48 Elisha Angell House ca. 1808: A Federal,
2½-story house with two interior chimneys,
5-bay facade with splayed lintels, and a cen
tral console-capped Doric doorway with
traceried transom light. Angell was a house-
wright. In 1810 he sold half of the house to
Enos Angell, and they sold it to Earl Pearce
in 1821. The Pearce family remained in the
house until 1919.

*49 David L. Barnes House ca. 1790-98, 1866:
A 2½-story, 5-bay-facade house with a cen
tral Doric entrance porch. The rusticated sid
ing - wood blocks in imitation of stone - is
unusual for Providence, Barnes - a United
States attorney, judge, and civic leader -

was married to joanna Jenckes, whose fa
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ther’s house stands at 43 Benefit Street q.vj; street on a high basement with a pedimented founder of Gorham Manufacturing Co.,
the Barneses inherited this lot upon jenckes’s
death in 1790. In the mid-l9th century, the
house belonged to Judge Thomas Durfee,
and in 1866 Alpheus C. Morse remodeled
the interior and designed additions to the
house, including a porch on the south side;
later exterior additions have since been
removed,

*50 Samuel Staples House II ca. 1805: A 2½-
story dwelling set end to the street with a
center chimney, 5-bay facade on the south
side, splayed lintels, and central pedimented
entrance with transom light. The pedi
mented gable roof and paneled corner pilas
ters are Greek Revival additions. Staples, a
housewright, owned this as an investment
property see 52 Benefit Street.

*52 Samuel Staples House 11795-98: A 2’/2-
story dwelling with 5-bay facade, pedi
mented Ionic doorway, and center chimney.
Staples, a housewright, later built the house
next door at 50 q.v..

*56 JabezGorham, Sr. House ca. 1793: A 2½-
story dwelling with a 5-bay facade, pedi
mented Ionic doorway, and center chimney.
Gorham 1760-1802 was a saddler. His son,
a silversmith, founded Gorham Manufactur
ing Co. in 1818. Gorham Jr. 1792-1869
lived here until building a large house at
108-110 Benefit Street q.v. in 1857; this
house remained in the Gorham family until
1894.

*66 Clarke-Slater House, now Hallworth
House 1828, 1904, 1967-68: James Bucklin,
architect. A 2½-story, brick Federal/Greek
Revival house set side to the street; it has a
low hip roof and a 5-bay entrance front on
the south side with a tetrastyle Greek Doric
portico. A fine iron fence separates the en
trance yard from the street. Built by Enoch
W. Clarke, it was soon sold to John Slater,
brother of famous textile manufacturer
Samuel Slater, john Slater emigrated from
England about 1805 to manage Slatersville,
the new industrial village in North Smith
field which Samuel Slater and a group of
Providence investors had founded, The
house remained in the Slater family through
the 19th century, and in 1901 Horatio N.
Slater benefactor of Brown University’s
Slater Hall, q.v. gave this building to Brown
University for use as the first dormitory for
the recently established women’s college,
Pembroke, At that time, a 3rd story was
added, In 1967-68 the Episcopal Diocese of
Rhode Island extensively remodeled the
house, removing the 3rd story and returning
the exterior more or less to its original ap
pearance, while gutting the interior and
building a 3-story wing on the west side to
create Hallworth House, a convalescent
home for the elderly. This large addition is
less visible from Benefit Street than from the
west, North Main Street, where its dark-
brown, cast-concrete mass relates to the
complex of the Cathedral of St. john at num
ber 271,

*75 William R. Slaples House 1825-28: A 2’!:-
story, brick, late Federal house set end to the

end-gable roof and elliptical fanlight door
way. Staples 1798-1868 was a noted judge
and historian: his Annals of the Town of Prov
idence was published in 1843. His house is
unusual for its brick construction, seldom
seen in this smaller-scale format,

*78 Thomas Burgess House 1844: A typical,
2½-story, pedimented, end-gable-roof, 3-
bay-facade Greek Revival house, Burgess
1779-1856 served from 1832 to 1856 as
judge of the municipal court then located in
the old Town House at the southwest corner
of Benefit and College Streets, now the site
of the Providence County Court House, 250
Benefit Street. q.v. and as justice of the
Rhode Island Court of Common Pleas at 150
Benefit q.v.

*88 John Reynolds House ca. 1785: A typical
post-Revolutionary house: 2½-stories high
with a 5-bay facade and central pedimented
entrance flanked by Ionic pilasters. The
paired interior chimneys are a typical early
Federal variation of the center chimney
prevalent in the Colonial era. The Reynolds
family sold the house in the early 19th cen
tury to Samuel Hamlin, an important Provi
dence pewterer, During his ownership,
Sarah Helen Whitman occupied the house.
A well-recognized literata in her own right,
Whitman 1803-78 is today better known
for her brief romance with Edgar Allen Poe
in the l840s, In the 20th century, the Episco
pal Diocese of Rhode Island acquired the
house, and it served as the home of St. Dun
stans School for 25 years. Since the late
1950s it has served as housing for the el
derly,

*101 Henry Rhodes House 1860-62: Alpheus
Morse, architect. An imposing, 2½-story,
brick Italianate house with brownstone trim,
symmetrical 3-bay facade with central Doric
entrance porch, and a modillion cornice be
low a low hip roof. The brownstone balus
trade in front of the house is an integral -

and now all-too-rare - design element.
Rhodes was a banker. He sold this house to
Henry j, Steere, a prominent woolen manu
facturer, in 1876 for $55,000.

l02 John Howland House 1784: A typical,
clapboard Federal house, 2½-stories high
with a 5-bay facade, pedimented center en
trance, and center chimney. Howland was
born in Newport and trained as a barber; he
came to Providence in 1770 and became in
volved in the literary and political commu
nity which frequented Benjamin Gladding’s
hairdressing shop. After the Revolution,
Howland opened his own hairdressing es
tablishment on South Main Street. His vol
untary involvement in community affairs
was remarkable, and his commitment to
public education resulted in the passage of
the first statewide school law in 1800. How-
land remained active on Providence school
committees for many years.

*108_ Jabez Corham, Jr. House ca. 1857: A large,
110 asymmetrical, brick Italianate dwelling, 3

stories high with a low hip roof and elabo
rate detailing. Gorham 1792-1869, the

moved to this house from 56 Benefit Street
q.v..

*109 Sullivan Dorr House 1809: John Holden
Greene, architect, An important Providence
landmark, the Don House unites several
threads of local history. Built on Roger Wil
liams’s house lot, it occupies the original
burial site of the city’s founder. By the early
19th century, the land had devolved to the
Allen family, early expanders of Rhode
Island’s industrial base. Sullivan Dorr
1778-1858, an early 19th-century shipping
magnate involved in the China Trade, mar
ried Lydia Allen in 1804. By 1809, the Dorrs
had begun construction of this house, the
first of a number of commissions Greene was
to execute for members of the Allen family
see 12 Benevolent Street, 196 Nelson
Street, The house has a 3-story, 3-bay cen
tral portion flanked by 2-story, 2-bay wings,
and a balustrade hides the low hip roof, The
format derives from the less well known
river-front elevation of Alexander Pope’s
villa at Twickenham, The detailing is de
rived from the "Gothick" of Battey Langley’s
Gothic Architecture improved by Rules and
Proportions 1742 and is particularly well
handled in the molded cornice and front
porch with clustered colonnettes, The siting
is masterful: set on the steep slope of College
Hill, the building is turned 90° from Benefit
Street to provide an adequate garden to the
front and to allow an L-plan string of depen
dencies - attached to the house - rising up
the hill, Greene used this format for the first
time here and repeated it again at the Benoni
Cooke House 1825, 114 South Main Street
q.v., and the Truman Beckwith House
1826, 42 College Street q.v.. Don’s son
Thomas Wilson Don 1805-54 was the
eponymous figure in the Dorr Rebellion of
1842, a fight for popular suffrage. Sentenced
to life imprisonment for treason, Thomas
Dorr was released in 1845. Miss Margarethe
Dwight, a descendant of Sullivan Dorr,
deeded the house to the Providence Preser
vation Society. Mr. and Mrs. Frank Mauran
Ill - he was also a descendant of Sullivan
Doer - bought and restored the house in the
1960s,

*118 Thomas Holden House 1815-17: A Federal
house, 2½ stories high, built of brick with
stone trim; it has 3 exterior chimneys and a
5-bay facade, The recessed central fanlight
doorway flanked by Corinthian pilasters and
the bay window on the 2nd story are late
19th-century alterations, Brick houses are
rare in early 19th-century Providence.

*119 George R. Drowne House 1862: Gridley
J,F, Bryant, architect. An imposing Second
Empire house on a high, rusticated base
ment with a large, balustraded double stair
in front; 2½ stories high with a mansard
roof, it has a 3-bay facade with recessed cen
ter entrance bay, bold quoining, and pedi
mented windows, The roof is embellished
with turned balusters, Described by the
Providence Daily Journal as a "fine residence
of French design," it was the first and re
mains the most elaborate Second Empire
house in the city, having been built for a
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cotton merchant at an estimated cost of 133 oriel windows, and a mutule-block cornice the 19th century, rot the stable with the
$35,000. William Andrews & Son were the
masons; H.C, Moulton, the carpenter.

122 Jonah Steere House ca 1867: A 2½-story,
Italianate house with a hip roof, bracketed
and pedimented dormers, bracket cornice,
window caps over tall, tripartite windows,
and corner quoins. It has an asymmetrical
plan with a 1-story pillared entrance porch
along the south side, Steere, a boot and shoe
merchant, built this on the site of an earlier
19th-century dwelling.

*132 Israel J. Bullock House ca. 1853: This
cross-gable-roof. T-plan, bracketed cottage
has a large cupola, round-arch windows,
and latticed porches in the angles of the "T."
Bullock was a coal dealer,

*135 John Mawney House ca 1764: A 2½-story,
center-chimney house set gable end to,the
street on a full-story, street-level, stone base
ment, The 5-bay facade faces south and has
a pedimented, late 18th-century style en
trance modeled after that at Shakespeare’s
Head, 21 Meeting Street q.v.. The over
hanging gable roof is characteristic of early
and mid’l8th-century dwellings. One of the
first houses built on Benefit Street after it
opened in 1758. this house stood almost
alone on the east side of the street in 1790,
Mawney was a physician, and his family
owned the house for many years, The house
was the subject of H.P. Lovecraft’s short
story "The Shunned House,"

*144 Former St. John’s Rectory 1863: Alpheus
Morse, architect, A 3-story brick house with
brownstone trim and a low hip roof with
bracket cornice, The symmetrical 3-bay fa
cade has a central entrance with a label
mold, This is an atypical house in Morse’s
work, more severe and somewhat Gothic: its
design probably responds to its purpose as
an Episcopal rectory and the $12,000 budget
for the project. Moulton and Ingraham were
the carpenters; Ellery Millard, the mason, St.
John’s Church is at 265 North Main Street
q.v..

*145_ James Humphreys House 1864-66: Al-
147 pheus Morse, architect, A brownstone-

faced, brick Italianate townhouse, built right
on the sidewalk line, 3 stories above a full,
rusticated basement, The main entrance is
on the south side, up a tall flight of stairs
leading to a portico. Morse achieved a sug
gestion of picturesque massing by breaking
out the northernmost bay of the 3-bay fa
cade from the plane of the wall, This is a rare
Providence example of the "English" house
plan - Italian really, with the principal
story one flight above the street level - as
suggested by the tall windows at that level;
Athenaeum Row, 257-267 Benefit q.v. is
perhaps the best known local example of this
format, Ellery Millard was the mason for the
project, Humphreys was an agent for the
Eagle Screw Company, located nearby at
Randall Square.

*149, Knowles Row ca 1862: Four, narrow, 4-
151, story ltalianate row houses with hooded
153, recessed entrances, bracketed 2nd-story

below a flat roof, Row houses were rare in
19th-century Providence, and never
achieved the popularity they found in Bos
ton, New York, and other major cities, Bene
fit Street is graced with four such rows: this;
Athenaeum Row, 257-267 Benefit Street; the
Ives Heirs Row, 270-276 Benefit Street; and
the Howard Heirs Row, 306-310 Benefit
Street,

950 The Old State House 1762, 1850-51, 1867-
68, ca 1906: A 2½-story brick building with
brownstone basement, belt courses, quoin
ing, and window surrounds and a balus
traded hip roof, The original structure - the
western half of the building - is a simplified
version of Richard Munday’s 1739 Colony
House in Newport. The stair tower on the
west elevation - the entrance front, facing
North Main Street - was added in 1850-51
Thomas Tefft, architect, necessitating the
removal of a pedimented cross gable cen
tered on the facade. The eastern addition
was completed in 1867-68 Uames Bucklin,
architect, Both additions used essentially
the same design vocabulary as the original
building, The interior has been reworked
several times - most recently in 1906 but
the governor’s office on the 2nd floor retains
its original bolection paneling, the most im
portant example of mid-I 8th-century panel
ing remaining in Providence, This is one of
several structures in Providence that has
served as the seat of state government; it
replaced the 1732 Colony House that burned
in 1758. At first, the colonial government
convened in two places. Newport and Prov
idence, The Newport seat was the more
important throughout the colonial era, the
first among equals. Later, there were five
seats, one in each county, but with Newport
and Providence still of greater importance.
Later, there were two again, Providence and
Newport - and the Providence seat was the
more important, although certain activities,
most notably the installation of officials, oc
curred in Newport until the completion of
the present State House at the turn of the
century. It was in the Providence Colony
House that Rhode Island declared its inde
pendence from England, two months before
the Declaration of Independence. Washing
ton, Adams, jefferson, and Lafayette were
received in this building. After state govern
ment moved to the present marble edifice at
90 Smith Street q.v., the Old State F-louse
accommodated the Sixth District Court until
1975,

*160 What Cheer Garage 1910, ca. 1923: Martin
& Hall architects, A 3-story reinforced-con
crete and brick structure for automobile stor
age. One of the first commercial garages in
the city, it was originally conceived as a
"stable" for cars, both in terms of the services
it offered - maintenance, repairs, fill-ups,
and storage - and as the successor of Cope-
land’s Livery Stable, an establishment on the
site since at least the middle of the 19th cen
tury; in fact, both stabling and automobile
care and storage were carried out simultan
eously during the early years of the What
Cheer’s history. The historic use of this piece
of property further gives a picture of life in

Golden Ball Inn across the street see 17-23
South Court Street and the Old State House
formed a complex of sorts, The State House
was also a courthouse and, by the middle of
the 19th century the state office building.
This government center required ancillary
facilities: transportation the stable and
lodging the inn. And what state govern
ment center could get along without a con
venient barroom and restaurant? These three
properties, so close together but now func
tionally disengaged, were for a time closely
related.

*173 The Colonial Apartments ca. 1931: A 4-
story, brick apartment building with a flat
roof. Sited on the steep eastern slope above
Benefit Street, this large, U-plan complex
rises in several stages through a series of
courtyards in the center. The 4th story is
within a simulated mansard roof of pantiles.
Max j, Richter, a real-estate speculator, built
this 66-unit complex; through the 1920s, he
had built a number of triple-deckers in the
city, particularly on Smith Hill see Richter
Street and Sparrow Street.

*176 Benefit Street Arsenal, Providence Marine
Corps of Artillery 1839-40: james Bucklin,
architect. A Gothic Revival, stuccoed-rub
ble-stone hall with gable roof set end to the
street and flanked by twin crenellated tow
ers, Narrow lancet windows punctuate the
thick walls; the entrance is within a large
Gothic arch centered on the facade. The
Providence Marine Corps of Artillery, the
first volunteer artillery battery in the country
1801, was unable to finance the completion
of this building; the state provided funds in
exchange for a 1000-year lease. The Provi
dence Marine Corps sent artillery to all 19th-
century wars as well as defended the Arse
nal during the Don Rebellion 1842. The
building was moved one lot north to its pres
ent site to prevent its demolition during the
construction of the railroad tunnel under the
East Side in 1906.

*187 Ebenezer Knight Dexter House ca. 1817,
1865, 1867: A 2½-story Federal house with
hip roof, gothicizing cornice, and quoined
5-bay facade with a center entrance porch
surmounted by a mid-l9th-century oriel
window. The glazed porch on the south side
is a later addition. Dexter, a wealthy Provi
dence merchant and generous but somewhat
eccentric philanthropist, left most of his es
tate to the Town of Providence. The bequest
included two farms, one for a poor farm
now Aldrich-Dexter Field, see 225-235
Hope Street and one for the training of mili
tia now the Dexter Parade, see 375] Crans
ton Street and street entry for Parade Street.
In the late 19th century. the house belonged
to Dexter B. Lewis, who remodeled and
added to the house in 1865 and built a bil
liard room designed by Christopher Dexter
on the rear of the house in 1867 at a cost of
$6,500.

*188 Rufus Waterman House 1863: Alpheus
Morse, architect. A 2½-story, asymmetrical,
hip-roof Italianate house with a dentil and
modillion cornice. Details include quoins,
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heavy window caps, and Corinthian portico. Wilison, Pendleton House is a 2½-story, ture Is finished, like many of the neighboring
Waterman began his career in iron business
and turned to the production of machine
tools in the 1840s: he was a founder of the
Providence Tool Company and of the Provi
dence Forge and Nut Company. He was a
director of several banks and served as presi
dent of the Exchange Bank, 28-32 Kennedy
Plaza q.v., 1868-75. Waterman was in
volved in the layingout and straightening of
a number of the city’s streets and was instru
mental in the construction of several build
ings, including the Elizabeth Building
named for his wife at 100 North Main
Street q.v..

*193_ Gamaliel Dwight House 1879: A 2½-
195 story, brick, double house with contrasting

stone trim incised with neo-Grec ornament.
The mansard roof has a jerkinhead gable
centered above the facade, The double en
trance porch atop a high flight of stairs has
elaborately turned columns. Dwight, a
prominent businessman, built this as an
investment,

*219 Rufus and Emily Waterman House, now
the University Club 1830, 1866, 1900, et
seq.: john Holden Greene was the architect
for the original portion of this structure, a
2½-story Federal house with a hip roof and
monitor. The building was substantially re
modeled by Alpheus Morse in the Italianate
style for Waterman’s daughter Emily; she
had a 3rd story built, the windows rede
signed, and the low hip roof with modillion
cornice added. The 3-bay facade has a large
logic portico reached by a double flight of
stairs, The University Club acquired the
building in 1900 and engaged Stone, Car
penter & Willson to construct an addition on
the south side of the building. The club later
added a single-story dining room with a
large bow window overlooking the intersec
tion of Benefit and Waterman Streets; it is
the work of local architect P.O. Clarke.

*228 Frazier Terrace 1963: A small, 2-tiered,
wooded park with a fountain on the upper
level. This small open area is an important
urban space on densely built Benefit Street,
particularly as a frontispiece to the Museum
of Art across the street. The park is named in
honor of john R. Frazier, president of Rhode
Island School of Design from 1955 to 1961;
Mrs. Murray S. Danforth, chairman of the
school’s board of trustees, commissioned
faculty member Gilbert Franklin to create
the sculptural fountain, Orpheus Ascending
for the park occasioned by the demolition of
a fine - and rare - Federal row house.

224 Museum of Art, Rhode Island School of
Design 1897, 1904, 1926: Three major
building campaigns created this complex.
The museum originally occupied 3 rooms in
the building at 11 Waterman Street q.v.,
rooms now incorporated into this complex.
In 1904, S.O. Metcalf donated Pendleton
House to exhibit the Charles L, Pendleton
collection of American furniture - the first
American decorative arts collection to be in
stalled by a museum in a contextual domes
tic setting. Designed by Stone, Carpenter &

brick, 5-bay-facade, hip-roof, Colonial Re
vival building; its exterior is based on the
work of john Holden Greene cf. 42 College
Street, and the interior scheme follows that
of Pendleton’s own house, the Edward Dex
ter House at 72 Waterman Street q.v.. Pen
dleton House’s interiors have recently been
refurbished using the original color scheme.
The museum reached its present size with
the completion of the 5-story, steel-frame,
brick-sheathed, Georgian Revival, Eliza G.
Radeke Building 1926, adjacent to Pendle
ton House and given by the Metcalf brothers
in honor of their sister, Mrs. Radeke, presi
dent of the corporation and daughter of the
school’s founder Helen A. Metcalf. Because
of the steep slope of College Hill, this build
ing, designed by architect William T. Al
drich, is a low single-story pavilion - its
true bulk hidden from view. The museum
evolved as an integral part of the School of
Design, established in 1877. It has grown
through several bequests - notably those of
Lyra Brown Nickerson, daughter of architect
Edward I. Nickerson, and Isaac Bates - as
well as through the continued support of the
Metcalf family, owners of the Wanskuck Mill
see 725 Branch Avenue. In addition to its
decorative arts collection, the museum has
important collections of Oriental art, modern
American and European painting and cos
tumes and textiles. It serves the entire state
as a cultural institution.

*226 Central Congregational Church, now
Memorial Hall, Rhode Island School of
Design 1853-56, 1903: Thomas A. Tefft,
architect. A large brownstone-faced brick
church set gable end to the street with pro
jected twin corner towers flanking the gabled
nave with triple round-arch entrance and
three tall round-arch windows still retaining
much of the simple, geometric-pattern
stained glass. This is an imposing and very
fine example of Tefft’s Lombard Roman
esque-inspired Rundbogenstil, a major work
now marred by the removal of its lofty twin
spires, damaged in the 1938 hurricane and
taken down in 1950. The congregation re
mained here for 40 years before moving to
larger quarters at 296 Angell Street q.v..
The school acquired the building in 1903 for
use as a student-activities center. That a
major Tefft-designed building should be
used by the School of Design is appropriate,
for during the 1850s Tefft himself was an
active promoter of such an educational insti
tution. His efforts came to nought, but like-
minded citizens founded the School of De
sign in 1877 see 11 Waterman Street.

*250 Providence County Courthouse 1924-33:
Jackson, Robertson & Adams, architects.
This 1-block square, 9-story Georgian Re
vival structure is a generally well-sited and
well-massed addition to the predominantly
19th-century neighborhood. Conceived as a
contextual building and built into the steep
western slope of College Hill, the building
appears as a series of smaller, connected
buildings rising up the hill and culminating
in a tall, robust English-baroque-inspired
tower with a lantern. This steel-frame struc

buildings old and new, with red brick and
light stone trim, and the decorative vocabu
lary is neo-Federal. This design strikes a
happy balance between the monumentality
of important public buildings and the basi
cally small-scale residential nature of its en
virons, whose character suggested an effec
tive means of breaking the large mass of the
building and relating it to its setting. The
courthouse site has a long civic history be
ginning in 1795 when the town purchased
the old Congregational Church at the south
west corner of Benefit and College Streets for
use as the Town House. This building was
replaced in the mid 1870s by the Superior
Court House completed 1877, Stone & Car
penter, architects, which occupied only half
the site of the present building. The product
of a design competition among regional arch
itects, this building was erected in two
stages: the southern section was built first,
while offices remained in the 1877 structure,
which was replaced with the northern half
once the southern half was occupied. See 2
College Street.

*251 Providence Athenaeum 1836-38, 1868,
1917, 1977-79: William Strickland, architect.
A private library, this granite Greek Revival
structure is fronted by a Doric distyle in antis
portico and an imposing entrance stair. The
building sits I story ,above street level be
hind an anthemion-and-palmette cast-iron
fence; the carved-granite Richmond Foun
tain in front of the building was completed
in 1871 to the designs of Ware & Van Brunt
of Boston. The interior was remodeled and
the main staircase installed by james Bucklin
in 1868, Norman M. Isham designed an ad
dition to the southeast corner, constructed in
1917. The library was considerably ex
panded with the construction of another ad
dition, on the southwest, designed by War
ren Platner Associates and completed in
1979: this 3-story, flat-roof section is fin
ished with rock-faced granite like the origi
nal and set back slightly from the plane of
the facade. The Providence Athenaeum was
established in 1831 and opened in rooms in
the Arcade, 65 Westminster Street q.v.. In
1836, it merged with the Providence Library
Company established 1753 and began
plans for this building. Originally, plans
called for this structure to house the Athe
naeum, the Franklin Society, and the Rhode
Island Historical Society. Philadelphia archi
tect William Strickland, a member of the
Philadelphia Franklin Society, was probably
called in at the Franklin Society’s behest.
This is New England’s only building by
Strickland, a nationally prominent architect.
The land for the building and part of the
building costs were contributed by the heirs
of Thomas Poynton Ives see 66 Power
Street, who built Athenaeum Row q.v.
immediately to the south. The Athenaeum
has a long and interesting association with
the Providence literary scene, and in this
context is often recalled as a favorite haunt
of both Edgar Allen Poe and H.P. Lovecraft.

257 Atheiiaeum Row ca. 1845: Russell Warren,
267 architect. Five, 4-story, brick row houses,

each 3 bays wide with an Ionic entrance por
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tico, Following the so-called "English" plan, he had used at St. johns, but instead of that *322 BenJamin Man Houie ca. 1770: A
the principal story is the 2nd floor, where a
large parlor extends the full width of each
unit, The heirs of Thomas Poynton Ives built
this as an investment property; several dec
ades earlier, Ives himself built a row house
across the street at 270-276 Benefit Street
q.v.. Warren’s design is particularly
urbane, and no doubt owes its form to his
experience in New York during the mid
1830s where numerous such buildings were
then rising.

*270 Ives Row 1814-1819: Four, Federal, 3-
276 story, brick row houses with a low hip roof.

Each house has a 3-bay facade and paired
pedimented fanlight doorways flanked by
paneled pilasters. A large archway, brutally
cut through in 1948 to provide automobile
access to the rear of the building, mars the
facade, Thomas Poynton Ives, a native of
Massachusetts, was a successful merchant
and partner in Brown & Ives. His own house
stands at 66 Power Street q.v.. This build
ing was erected as an investment property.

*282 John Larcher House 1818-20: John Holden
Greene, architect, A 2½-story, brick Federal
house with stone trim, 4 exterior chimneys,
and a 5-bay facade with central elliptical-
fanlight doorway and a modillion cornice.
The cupola is a mid-l9th-century addition.
The 2-story addition with garage on the
south dates from the 1960s, Larcher was a
businessman, and his family remained here
into the 20th century.

*296 Earl F. Mason House ca. 1857: A 3-story,
3-bay-facade Italianate house with a seg
mental-arch Corinthian side-hall portico,
heavy window caps, and quoins. Mason
1804-1876 owned a drug and chemical
company on Canal Street. He had a long
involvement with several local banks, in
vested in numerous mills, and helped to
found both Rhode Island Hospital 1864
and Rhode Island Hospital Trust Company
1867. He and his wife, Ann Larcher, the
daughter of John Larcher see 282 Benefit
Street, summered in a large house on Belle
vue Avenue in Newport designed by
Thomas A. Tefft and built shortly before this
house.

*301 First Unitarian Church 1816: John Holden
Greene, architect. Sited at an angle to the
street, this superb, monumental, almost-
square, granite structure is dominated by a
200-foot-high tower and spire above a colos
sal engaged Doric colonnade, A large,
round-arch window with Gothick tracery
dominates the facade, and similar, smaller
windows punctuate the other sides of the
building. At the request of the congregation,
Greene’s design was heavily influenced by
that of Charles Bulfinch for Boston’s New
South Church, but Greene’s design is more
robust, and its steeple has a more emphatic
verticality. The fine interior is less altered
than that of Greene’s slightly earlier St.
john’s Church, 265 North Main Street q.v.,
retaining much of its original furniture - in
cluding the mahogany pulpit - of Green’s
design. Greene here used the saucer dome

church’s whimsical Gothick decoration, this
decorative scheme relies on strictly classical
elements - with Corinthian columns sup
porting the dome and Adamesque fans in
the corners of the ceiling. Greene repeated
this design for the First Presbyterian Church
in Savannah, Georgia in 1819. In 1875, the
First Unitarian Church added a parish hall,
built of the same granite as the church, and
in 1959 added an annex William Buffum,
architect. Mrs. Henry D. Sharpe designed
the landscaping in front of the church. The
congregation gathered in 1720 and wor
shipped in a building at the corner of Benefit
and College Streets; this church is the re
placement for one built on this site by Caleb
Ormsbee in 1795 and destroyed by fire in
1814. A fire in the tower heavily damaged
this building in 1966. Meticulously restored
under the direction of Irving B. Haynes &
Associates, the building remains one of the
outstanding examples of early 19th-century
architecture in America.

309 Mrs. William R. Huston House 1867:
Clifton A. Hall, architect. An elaborate,
brick-and-stone Second Empire house 2½-
stories high with a concave mansard roof
with paired-bracket cornice; a slightly pro
jecting center pavilion in a 3-bay facade;
and an elaborate entrance porch with
pendants, brackets, and colonnettes, The
Providence Daily Journal of January 25, 1868
described it as "a fine modern residence of
Danvers pressed brick." Mr. Huston was a
builder and served as contractor for this
house.

*312 Isaac Bowen, Jr. House ca. 1804: A
2½-story, brick-end, wood-frame Federal
house with a 5-bay facade, central fanlight
doorway, and Doric portico. Bowen built this
house on land purchased from his father.

*314 General Ambrose Burnside House 1866-
67: Alfred Stone, architect. An unusual Sec
ond Empire house, 2½ stories high on the
Benefit Street side with a full basement on
the steeply sloped Planet Street side, Built of
brick with Nova Scotia stone, wood, and
cast-iron trim, it has a concave mansard roof.
Its most striking element is the large, curved,
corner bay, which makes a fine transition
from the Benefit to Planet Street elevations.
The entrance dominates this curved bay,
with 1-story porch wrapping around the
curve from Benefit Street. The 2nd-story
Queen Anne bay window on the Benefit
Street elevation is a later addition, but it adds
to the eclectic charm of this unique building.
Burnside, a rifle manufacturer, built this
house immediately upon his return from the
Civil War; he served as governor of Rhode
Island from 1866 to 1869. It was completed
in 1867 at an estimated cost of $75,000 and
was described at the time as "one of the finest
modem houses in Providence." Burnside,
who represented Rhode Island in the United
States Senate 1875-81, owned the house
until his death in 1884, and his sister-in-law
Nancy K. Bishop lived here briefly before
building her house at 151 Thayer Street
q.v..

2½-story, 5-bay facade house with a Greek
Doric portico, paired exterior chimneys on
the north wall, and an interior chimney on
the south side. Man was a housewright, and
the property changed hands often during its
early years. Carlo Mauran bought the house
in 1818 and seems to be one of the first
owners to occupy it, The portico, the north
ern chimneys, and several interior re
modelings were made in the 1830s or 1840s,

*326 Man-Mauran House Ca. 1770, 1864:
Alfred Stone, architect for the remodeling. A
2½-story, mansard-roof house with asym
metrical. 3-bay facade and hooded entry.
This colonial house was remodeled for the
Mauran family in 1864.

*336 Mrs. Edward Brooks Hall House 1866:
Alfred Stone, architect. A 2½-story, asym
metrical Gothic Revival dwelling with a
high, cross-gable roof, elaborately sawn
bargeboards, carved pendants, and a Tudor-
arch entrance. As a modest urban example, it
compares favorably with Richard Morris
Hunt’s Griswold House in Newport, erected
in 1863. It shares the site constrictions of the
Burnside House one block to the north, but
here Stone chose a slightly different solution
- a truncated corner rather than a broad
curve - to turn the corner, Mrs. Hall was
the widow of the Reverend Edward Brooks
Hall, the long time and much admired min
ister of the First Unitarian Church at 301
Benefit Street q.v.. This house was built
soon after the Reverend Hall’s death and
was a gift from friends and parishioners.

*357 Colonel Joseph Nightingale House 1791,
1855, 1864: Caleb Ormsbee, architect!
builder see entry on his own house at
407-409 Benefit Street. By far the finest
early wooden house in the city, the Nightin
gale House is a large, 3½-story clapboard
dwelling with a gable-on-hip roof. The 5-bay
facade is framed with quoins, the window
surrounds are rusticated, and the central bay
breaks forward of the building mass below a
traceried fanlight gable. The entrance porch
is boldly modeled in the Roman Doric order
as are the consoles above the windows; a
Palladian window is directly above the
entrance, The roof is finished with a turned
balustrade with urn finials on the posts, and
the attic gable windows are filled with
tracery. Similar in scale to the nearby john
Brown and Thomas Poynton Ives Houses at
52 and 66 Power Street q.v., the Nightin
gale House is more relardataire than either,
with much of its exterior decorative vocabu
lary based on that more common in the mid
dle rather than the end of the 18th century.
Nightingale, an important Providence mer
chant and partner in Clarke & Nightingale,
died soon after his house was completed.
His widow sold it to Nicholas Brown, son of
one of the four Brown brothers, and it has
remained in Brown family ownership since.
The stables and bowling alley at the rear and
a 1-bay addition on the south side - origi
nally intended as a carriage entrance - were
built to Thomas Tefft’s designs in 1855. A
library on the northeast was completed in
1864 Richard Upjohn, architect. In this
wing, john Carter Brown assembled his im
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portant collection of Americana, now
housed in the john Carter Brown Library at
Brown University q.v..

*367 James T. Rhodes House 1839-41, 1873:
In its original form, this was an ample 2½-
story, 5-bay facade, Greek Revival house
with corner pilasters, wide entablature, and
Greek Doric central portico. In the 1870s, the
house was modernized by the substitution of
corner quoins for the pilasters, and the cor
nice was embellished with bold modillions.
The roof - probably a simple gable roof
originally - was replaced by the present
mansard, This is one of the few houses on
the street preserving early outbuildings, here
including a carriage house and wash house.
Rhodes 1800-73 worked extensively as a
supercargo, particularly on South American
voyages. In his later years he was ex
tensively involved in cotton manufacturing
and served on the boards of directors of But
ler Hospital see 345 Blackstone Boulevard,
the National Eagle Bank, and American
Screw Co. as well as in the General As
sembly.

*368 William Ashton, Jr. House ca. 1795, Ca.
1910: A 2½-story house with 5-bay facade
and center entrance. Its Ionic portico, the
elaborate Palladian window above, and the
pierced balustrade on the roof were added
ca. 1910 by architect Wallis E. Howe; they
replicate originals on the Captain Parker
Borden House 1798 on Hope Street in
Howe’s native Bristol. Ashton’s family had
owned the land on which this house stands
since 1718, and the original Ashton house
stood directly west on South Main Street.
William Ashton built this dwelling around
the time of his marriage to Dorcas Fiske in
1794.

383 Thomas F. Hoppin House 1853-55:
Aipheus C. Morse, architect, This 3-story
brick building with brownstone trim is one
of the finest Italianate houses in Providence.
The house occupies a terraced site at the cor
ner of john Street; the brownstone retaining
wall was originally surmounted by a cast-
iron balustrade, Each of the principal eleva
tions is resolved into 3 bays, with the center
bay of the east and west walls recessed,
Windows are trabeated on the south and
west, while those on the east have round
arches; niches replace windows on the re
cessed section of the east elevation, and a
statue of Flora fills one of them. A wide,
bracketed cornice supports the low hip roof,
A 2-story service wing and carriage house
extends north and east from the northeast
corner of the main block, creating a service
court beyond the carriage entrance on the
east side. This house was built on the site of
John Innis Clarke’s Federal-style mansion,
similar to that of his business partner at 357
Benefit Street q.v.; by the 1 840s, the Clarke
House belonged to William Jenkins. The
Clarke House was destroyed by fire in 1849,
and jenkins’s daughter Anna Almy Jenkins
was one of the two of the family to survive.
In 1852, Anna Jenkins married Thomas F.
Hoppin, scion of an East India trade family,
and the young couple nostalgically chose to
build their new house on the site of her

family’s demolished home, Hoppin, a
painter and sculptor, had recently returned
from several years’ study in Europe where
he well may have met Alpheus Morse, who
came to Providence for this, his first work in
the city. The Hoppin family was prominent
in Providence’s artistic community and pro
duced several architects in the late 19th
century. After Hoppin’s death in 1873, the
family rented the house to several gov
ernors, and the coruscant reception for Presi
dent Hayes here in 1879 gave the house the
name "House of a Thousand Candles." In the
20th century, the Hoppin House has served
as headquarters for several architectural
firms, most recently for Robinson Green
Beretta. In 1982-83, Robinson Green Beretta
undertook major rehabilitation of the build
ing: this work included construction of a
stair tower on the north side and a glazed,
2nd-story passage on the service wing in ad
dition to restoration of the principal rooms
on the 1st floor and re-creation of the orig
inal color scheme with painted brick, based
on Morse’s watercolor elevations of the
house.

388 John Eddy House 1872: A substantial brick
residence, 21/2 stories high, with a mansard
roof. Wooden trim on the building includes
rope moldings around the windows, The
house has a center entrance with paired
square pillars in its 3-bay facade. Eddy was
president of the Blackstone Mutual Fire In
surance Company.

*389 Tully Dorrance Bowen House 1853:
Thomas A, Tefft, architect, A severely hand
some Italianate brownstone house of great
sophistication, it is a hip-roof cubic mass
with a 3-bay facade and a brick rear eli, It sits
on a terraced lawn with a brownstone re
taining wall. The recessed center entrance is
within a Doric-pilaster architrave and below
a semicircular fanlight. The window caps are
pedimented on the 1st story, trabeated on
the 2nd, and segmental arch on the 3rd, This
chaste, Renaissance-inspired design is a fine
complement to the more elaborate Hoppin
House across the street, Bowen 1800-69
was a partner in Bowen & Borden, cotton
goods manufacturers, He moved here from
George Street, and built a smaller frame
house just behind this one at about the same
time see 7 John Street.

*392 Benjamin Clifford House ca. 1805: A
2½-story, 5-bay facade, brick house with
paired end chimneys. Nineteenth-century
alterations include the octagonal cupola at
the top of the roof and the ogee-gable hood
on consoles above the round-arch entrance.
Clifford was a merchant.

*395 Thomas Peckham House ca. 1820: John
Holden Greene, architect. A 3-story, 3-bay
facade, brick, Federal dwelling with modil
lion cornice and low hip roof with monitor
rebuilt in 1984. The side-hall entry has a
late 19th-century bracketed hood, A large eli
extends from the rear of the main block
along Arnold Street, Peckham was a painter,
and his watercolor views of Providence done
in the 1830s and i840s - some painted

from this house - give a telling picture of
the city at that time.

*1398] Tillinghast Burial Ground 17th century et
seq.: The early settlers of Providence nei
ther built a church nor set aside a common
burial ground. Burials generally took place at
the rear of the narrow, deep lots that ex
tended east from Main Street. After the
North Burial Ground was established in
1700, the use of private cemeteries began to
wane. Their location and the opposition of
their owners delayed the opening of Benefit
Street until the 1750s, These private ceme
teries were gradually deactivated after the
opening of Benefit Street, and only this small
lot, enclosed within a cast-iron fence,
remains; a large granite obelisk dominates
the plot, which is filled with smaller head
stones,

*400 St. Stephen’s Church, now Barker Play
house 1840: This stucco former church with
gable roof set end to the street has a project
ing, convex, i-story vestibule, and the
entrance is framed with large pilasters. Orig
inally, a spire capped the vestibule, This is
the simplest, most severe Greek Revival
church built in Providence. St. Stephen’s
left this building in 1862 to occupy a Richard
Upjohn-designed edifice at 114 George
Street q.v.. This building was used by the
Church of the Saviour in the late 19th
century. The Barker Players, the oldest little-
theatre group in the country, acquired the
building in 1932 for its amateur productions.

*401 Jeremiah Tillinghast House 1819: Origin
ally a simple, 2½-story Federal house, built
of brick with stone lintels, it has a 3-bay
facade with an off-center fanlight doorway
quite similar to that at 282 Benefit Street
q.v.. The Tillinghast family had owned the
land on which this house stands since the
17th century. Levi Pearce, the stone mason,
built this house for Tillinghast. Francis Crans
ton, who owned the house from 1880 to
1898, added the mansard roof in 1885,

*404_ Daniel Stillwell House ca. 1795: A 2½-
408 story, 2-chimney house with large, small-

pane commercial windows on the 1st story.
Stillwell, a tailor, was a son-in-law of Chris
topher Sheldon, on whose family’s land this
house was built. The fire insurance record of
1801 indicates that Stillwell had his house
and shop here, a mixed use typical of the
time. Since the mid-l930s, it has housed
Soloman’s Market, a neighborhood institu
tion. The Solomans renovated the building
in 1966, removing later cladding, restoring
the clapboard, and improving the land
scaping.

*407_ Caleb Ormsbee House ca. 1788: A 2½-
409 story double house with a 6-bay facade and

paired center entrances, Ormsbee, Provi
dence’s first known builder-architect, lived
here until his death in 1808, Ormsbee built
some of Providence’s most important late
18th-century buildings, including the Night
ingale House, 357 Benefit Street, and the
Ives House, 66 Power Street q.v.. In the
mid-l9th century, Emery Willard, carpenter

N
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for many of the mid-century houses on the
street, lived here.

414 Daniel G. Wightman House ca. 1823: A
2½-story, brick Federal house set gable end
to the street with a fanlight, side-hall entry.
Wightman built this as an investment
property, and upon his death in 1828 it was
sold at auction,

*419 William J. Doyle House ca. 1825: A nar
row, brick 2½-story house, a parallelogram
in plan, with a round-arch fanlight center
entrance. The unusual shape of this house is
due to the angled lot line, which the north
wall follows. Doyle sold the house in 1854 to
William Field, with the specific provision
that Field pay Doyle’s divorced wife $75
annually.

*425 Salisbury House ca. 1820, 1855, 1982: A
5-bay-facade, center-hall-plan Federal cot
tage with an elaborate entrance including
shuttered sidelights. Sylvester Salisbury
moved this house to a site on South Street in
1855; it may have been built by another
member of the Salisbury shipbuilding
family, all of whom lived in that vicinity. In
1982, Hill Realty Co. moved the house to its
present location,

BENEVOLENT STREET
*5 Henry Anthony House 1844: A typical,

2½-story, 3-bay-facade, pedimented-end
gable Greek Revival house with handsome
detail including a Doric cornice and a ther
mal window in the flushboarded gable end.
Anthony 1815-84, a graduate of Brown,
was proprietor of the Providence Daily
Journal; he served as Governor of Rhode
Island from 1849 to 1851 and later as United
States senator from 1859 to 1884, including
a term as president pro tempore in 1869. The
fountain in Lippitt Park see 975 Hope
Street is dedicated to his memory.

*6 Hope Club 1885, 1911, 1912: Gould &
Angell, architects, A large, 3½-story, brick
Queen Anne structure, tightly massed under
a high cross-gable roof, A large, 2-story bay
window flanks the main entrance, The Hope
Club was established in 1875 in the offices of
Edward D. Pearce, Jr., and met at 41 Water
man Street q.v. and 292 Benefit Street
before building its headquarters. According
to the club’s centennial history, the building
was the "first city clubhouse erected as such
in America." The kitchen and food storage
have always been located on the top floor to
avoid cooking odors in the rooms. Additions
to the north for private rooms and club facili
ties were made in 1911 and 1921,

*12 Candace Allen House 1819: john Holden
Greene, architect. A 2-story, brick Federal
house with stone trim, modillion cornice,
and a low hip roof with monitor; elaborate
balustrades originally trimmed the roof. The
5-bay facade has a central Corinthian
entrance portico with an elliptical fanlight
doorway with sidelights. The floor-length
windows on the 1st story are unusual in
Providence, and may be attributed to
Greene’s recent sojourn in Savannah,

Georgia; and like Southern examples, these
windows have delicate wrought iron bal
conies. Above the entrance is Greene’s
modified Palladian window with a broad,
elliptical blind fan spanning the three
windows of the lower section, The facade of
this house is given emphasis by the use of
Flemish bond - the sides and back are of
common bond - and a more elaborate cor
nice, The house occupies a terraced lot with
a granite retaining wall and fine cast-iron
fence, There is a brick carriage house at rear.
Candace Allen was the sister of manufac
turer Zachariah Allen, who lived across the
street at 1 Megee ‘Street q.v., Governor
Philip Allen, and Lydia Dorr see 109 Benefit
Street.

*22 Sylvanus and Samuel Tingley, Jr. House
ca. 1820: A 2½story late Federal house on
a high basement with quoined 5-bay facade,
recessed central doorway flanked.by pilas
ters and sheltered by a curved, iron porch
and curving stone steps; the porch ironwork
is particularly fine, The Tingley brothers
were stone cutters who carved many of the
l9th-century monuments throughout the
city and particularly in Swan Point Ceme
tery and the North Burial Ground q.v..

*26 Seth Adams House ca. 1823: A 2½-story
late Federal house with a 5-bay facade set on
a high granite basement. A double flight of
stone steps provides access to the center
entrance with sidelights and paneled con
sole entablature. Adams dealt in flour and
grain,

*74_ Elizabeth A. Gammell House 1883: Gould
80 & Angell, architects, A large, 2½-story,

Queen Anne, 2-family house with cross-
gable root Elaborate shingling fills the gable
ends. The 1-story entrance porch, with shed
roof, is set in the corner. Mrs. Gammell built
this as an investment property.

*93 Beckner-Bannister-Reeves House ca.
1854, 1938-41: This probably began as a
small, simple, 2½-story dwelling. During the
1880s and 1890s, it was the home of the
prominent artist, Edward Bannister, the only
black founder of Providence’s Art Club and
one of the leaders on the local art scene at
the end of the 19th century. Mr. & Mrs.
Euchlin ID. Reeves modified the house to its
present brick-clad appearance in the late
1930s - John H. Duggan, contractor - to
house their antique collection, notable for its
Chinese export porcelain, now at Washing
ton & Lee University in Lexington, Virginia.
Mrs. Reeves was the great-great-grand
daughter of john Brown.

*104 Milton Morse House 1847: This fine and
unusual Greek Revival house has a 2½-
story, 5-bay-facade main block with 2 inte
rior chimneys, and a flank-gable roof with a
"trap-door monitor" dormer. A hexastyle
Doric porch runs across the front of the
house, sheltering the central entrance. There
are extensive ells and a carriage house at the
rear. The west side - along the driveway -

has subsidiary entrances and porches, and
the building’s wide entablature is carried
around the pedimented side gables. Morse, a

cotton-goods manufacturer, lived here until
1887.

*106 Ellen Richardson House 1901: Angell &
Swift, architects. A well-preserved, 2½-
story, end-gable-roof shingle house with a
prominent, overhanging gable and a I -story,
pedimented and shingled entrance porch.
Mrs. Richardson lived behind this house at
225 George Street q.v. and probably built
this as an investment property on an unused
rear portion of her land,

*110 Burrough-Aidrich House, now the Rhode
Island Historical Society’s Museum of
Rhode Island History ca. 1825, Ca. 1902:
john Holden Greene, architect. A 3-story,
5-bay-facade, balustraded-low-hip-roof
house on a high foundation, with Colonial
Revival alterations. The center entrance has
a I-story paired-Tuscan-column portico
below a Palladian window, and quoins
frame the facade. Later additions include the
3rd story, with its modified Palladian
window centered on the facade, a Tuscan-
column porch on the west, and a ballroom at
the rear. Robert S. Burrough, a customs
officer, lived at 29 Thayer Street q.v. before
moving here; another family house stands at
6 Cooke Street q.v.. Nelson Aldrich 1841-
1913 moved here in 1891 and bought the
house in 1902. Aldrich was perhaps Rhode
Island’s most prominent and most important
late 19th- and early 20th-century politician.
For years the leader of the state’s Republican
party, he was known as the "General Man
ager of the United States" in the early years
of the 20th century, a reference to the depth
and extent of his influence in the United
States Senate where he represented Rhode
Island. His daughter Abby married john D.
Rockefeller, jr. The Rhode Island Historical
Society acquired the house in December
1974 and, after extensive renovation,
opened it as a museum of Rhode Island
history in May 1979.

*121. Estelle R. Jackson House 190W: William R.
123 Walker & Son, architects. A 2½-story, sym

metrical, Queen Anne/Colonial Revival
double house with a hip- and cross-gable
roof and entrances at each side in 1-story
porches. Mrs. jackson, daughter of in
dustrialist Samuel B. Darling see 53 Wes
leyan Avenue, built this as an investment.

BERLIN STREET
Houses ca. 1920: A row of six identical hip-
roof bungalows with porches across their
fronts and tripartite picture windows, They
are representative of modest tract building in
the early 20th century when Mount Pleasant
was developing as a "suburb" within the city.

BERNON STREET
28- Chatherina Lynn House 1896: This 2½-
30 story late Queen Anne tenement with cross-

gable roof and large octagonal corner turret
is far more elaborate than most multiple-
family houses erected at that time on Smith
Hall. The Lynn House was occupied by its
owners - as were many of the more elabo
rate multiple-family houses in the neighbor
hood - providing both income and a home.
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37 Joseph Baker House ci. 1964: A small cot- Realty Company built the Lincoln Apart- wide eaves informally arranged fenestra
tage with hooded center entrance flanked by
bay windows, the Baker House is typical of
modest structures built around mid-century
when the area beyond Smith and Orms
Streets was first divided into house lots. It is
distinguished by the round-arch-recessed-
panels in the corner pilasters and its fine
bracketed detailing. Baker was a molder
with a shop at 12 Steeple Street.

42- Andrew Dickhaut Heirs Row 1891:
60 Composed of nine attached, 4-bay-facade

units, each with its private entrance, the
2-story, flat-roof structure is unique in Provi
dence multiple-family housing of this
period, but it is not unlike public-funded,
low-income housing erected in cities
throughout the nation in the l940s and
195 Os.

65 Patrick Shanley House ca. 186W: A 3-bay-
facade, 2½-story, side-hall-plan house with
a flaring gable roof set end to the street, the
Shanley House follows the most typical
mid-l9th-century Providence house plan.
Shanley was an Irish-born carpenter who
lived here with his .wife, Mary, also born in
Ireland, and their seven children.

BISHOP STREET
60 Joseph It. Ballou House 1847-1849: A

Greek Revival cottage with a characteristic,
boldly scaled entrance architrave and corner
pilasters. The house was built on speculation
by Richard 0. Moulton, a housewright who
sold the completed structure to BalIou in
1849 for $2,000. Ballou was a roll coverer
employed on Eddy Street.

t BLACKSTONE BOULEVARD
This well-landscaped, 200-foot-wide boule
vard was commissioned by the proprietors
of Swan Point Cemetery see 585 Blackstone
Boulevard in the early 1890s. Construction
began in 1892, and the landscaping was
completed in 1904. The emphatically rustic
design was created by nationally known
landscape architect Horace W.S. Cleveland
and taIls within an important category of in
formal parkways built around the turn of the
century. Intended to provide better access to
the cemetery from the then more densely
settled part of Providence, this 2.2-mile-long
boulevard also provides a major north-south
connection at the easternmost part of the
East Side, This handsome boulevard has
long been important for its recreational
aspects: for trolley rides the last trolley trip
in Providence occurred in 1947 on Black-
stone Boulevard, motoring, cycling, and -

most recently - jogging along the central
pathway.

8- The Lincoln Apartments 1924-25: A long,
12 rectangular, 3-story, brick-and-stucco, para

pet-walled-flat-roof apartment building
with projecting square bays flanking the
double entrances defined by porches sur
mounted by attenuated Palladian windows,
This building is unusual for its wall treat
ment of random stucco panels accented with
brick trim, The jackson Development and

ments,

21- Joseph Moss House 1895: A 2½-story, clap-
23 board-and-shingle, Queen Anne, 2-family

house set gable end to the street, The house
has spindlework side porches and a 3-story,
semi-octagonal, conical-roof tower in the
front. Moss built this as an investment. Wil
liam H. Loomis, an artist for the Providence
Daily Journal, was one of the first residents,

35, Hosea K. Morton and David Waldron
37 Houses ca. 1881: A pair of similar, 2½-

story, end-gable-roof, 2-bay-facade, side-
hall-plan Queen Anne cottages with gable
ornaments and front porches wrapping
around the sides, Morton, a photographer,
built and occupied the house at 35 Black-
stone Boulevard, whereas David A.
Waldron, a broker who lived in Barrington,
built the similar house next door as an invest
ment.

51 James P. Simmons House ca. 188W: A
small, end-gable-roof, side-hall-plan cottage
with sawn bargeboard trim on the gable, the
bay window, and the door hood. Simmons
built this house as an income property.

55 Charles H. Reed House 1875: A small,
end-gable-roof, 2-bay-facade, side-hall-plan
cottage with elaborate scalloped barge-
boards in the gable and on the bay window
and bracketed door hood. This house is one
of the oldest houses on Blackstone Boule
vard, The house next door at 51 was proba
bly similar before its remodeling in the Colo
nial style. Charles H. Reed was a reed maker,

74- John It. Cottam House 1922: A large, 2½-
76 story, multi-gable, brick-and-half-timber,

Tudor Revival double house with a pair of
gabled pavilions cantilevered over the first
story on the facade, Cottam was a real estate
agent.

87 Samuel P. Tabor House 1937: A large,
2-story, brick-and-half-timbered, multi-
gable, Tudor Revival house with a stepped
back plan designed to accommodate the
deep narrow lot. Samuel P. Tabor was chief
clerk at the General Chemical Company.

95 Theodore F. Low House 1963: Millman
Associates, architects. A 1-story, vertical-
board-clad, flat-roof, modem house il
lustrating Japanese influence in its exposed
post-and-beam carport at front of the resi
dence, Low was a yacht broker and presi
dent of the Sims Co. - dealers in oil burners
- when he moved here from 221 Medway
Street.

97 Franklin L. Hathaway House 187W: A
cross-gable-roof Victorian cottage with an
Italianate trelliswork porch and scalloped
bargeboards in the gables. Hathaway was a
carpenter who resided on Wickenden Street
before he built this cottage on land which, at
the time, was mainly farmland,

129 Henry V.A. Joslin House II 1909: An
unusual, long, low, 2½-story, banded-
shingle house of asymmetrical design with

tion, and Georgian Revival pilaster-flanked
and pedimented entrance with fanlight.
joslin moved here from 140 Blackstone Boul
evard q.v..

134 Edward S. Macomber House 1907:
Stone, Carpenter & Sheldon, architects. A
boxy, 2½-story, shingled, hip-roof house
with a large front porch with square brick
piers and a stucco sun porch on the south
side, Macomber was a salesman,

140 Henry V.A. Joslin House 190W: A large,
2½-story, flank-gambrel-roof, 3-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan, Colonial Revival house
with elaborate trim including a Chinese
Chippendale parapet railing between the
dormers at the roof line, modillion cornice,
Corinthian pilasters at the corners, and large
bow-front Ionic porch capped by a balus
trade with urn finials. Henry joslin was
secretary of the Union Railroad Company.

145 Ashbel T. Wall House 1917: A 2½-story,
brick, 5-bay-facade, center-hall-plan house
with modillion cornice and Tuscan-column
portico surmounted by a tripartite window
with a keystone. There is a 2-story, flat-roof
wing on the south side of the house, This
house was the home of Vincent A. Cianci,
Mayor of Providence, 1975-84. Ashbel T.
Wall owned a gold and silver plating
company. See 162 Clifford Street.

180 Warren Hayward Durkee House 1914: A
large, asymmetrical, 2½-story, brick house
with wide overhanging eaves, a corner oriel
window on the 2nd floor, and a large, brick,
arcaded porch on the south and east sides of
the 1st story. Durkee manufactured chemi
cals and owned his own company. He
moved here from Everett Avenue.

188 William McDonald Jr. House 1907:
Clarke, Howe & Homer architects. A 2-story,
brick, hip-roof, 5-bay-facade, center-hall-
plan Colonial Revival house with splayed
lintel blocks and a semicircular, Tuscan-
column portico at the entrance. McDonald
was a physician.

200 Robert L. Walker House ca. 1910: A 2½-
story, brick and shingle, flank-gambrel-roof,
3-bay facade, center-hall-plan, neo-Colonial
house unusual for its projecting, shingled
2nd story with exposed joist ends, a treat
ment derived from 17th-century garrison
houses. The eclectic detailing of this house
includes delicate Federal-type cornice mold
ing incorporating the 2nd floor window
heads and a classical portico with paired
Ionic columns, ramped railings and urn fin
ials, Walker was president of his own real
estate company and treasurer of the Provi
dence Realty Company.

203 Prescott 0. Clarke House 1896: Clarke &
Spaulding, architects. A large, 2i/:story,
L-plan, brick-and-half-timber, cross-gable
roof Tudor Revival house with an entrance
tower in the nook of the L and elaborately
patterned half-timbering on the 2nd story.
Clarke was a principal in the architectural
firm Clarke & Spaulding and designed this
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BRANCH AVENUE was added in the 1880s. Numerous out- *130 David Hutchins House 1855: A transi
5 North Burial Ground 1700 et seq.: A land

scaped, 150-acre cemetery with varying
topography surrounded by a wrought iron
fence, Set aside for militia training and as the
first common burying ground in Providence,
the North Burial Ground has since expanded
fifteen-fold and become exclusively a ceme
tery. The original section is the plateau rising
to the north of the intersection of Branch
Avenue and North Main Street. It is laid out
in a random grid pattern and retains a num
ber of 18th- and early 19th-century slab
monuments, primarily of slate and marble
and including work of Newport’s john
Stevens Shop and Providence’s Tingley
shop. North and west of this section lie
picturesquely landscaped grounds set out
beginning in the mid-1840s following the
precepts of the rural cemetery movement;
Atwater & Schubarth, the Providence land
scape and engineering firm also responsible
for designing Swan Point Cemetery see 585
Blackstone Boulevard, set out this section,
gradually expanded along the same lines
north and west as needed. The monuments
in this section are generally larger and
carved of granite or marble; here, too, is the
Brown family mausoleum 1869; Alpheus C.
Morse, architect, the only one in the ceme
tery. The northwest section is the free burial
ground the so-called "potter’s field", whose
markers are small, if existent at all. Struc
tures on the grounds include an office at the
entrance, built in 1883, and a receiving
tomb, on the western slope of the southern
plateau 1903; Martin & Hall, architects.
The earliest extant example of Providence
civic institutions, North Burial Ground re
flects the change of social and humanitarian
attitudes that are so completely interwoven
with civic history, notably the evolution of
the 18th-century common burying ground
into the handsome and well-landscaped
rural burial park of the 19th century. North
Burial Ground further retains a fine collec
tion of funerary sculpture spanning nearly
three centuries,

t
[475] Hopkins Square 1891, 1978-79: A triangu

lar parcel of land bounded by Charles Street
on the east, Branch Avenue on the south,
and Hawkins Street on the north, Hopkins
Square is framed by trees and dominated by
a statue of Esek Hopkins Theodora Alice
Ruggles Kitson, sculptor. In the 18th and
19th centuries, this was the Hopkins family
burial ground see 97 Admiral Street; in
1891, the city condemned the land and
moved all the graves, save that of Esek
Hopkins, to the North Burial Ground q.v..
The square was relandscaped and fitted with
new benches in the late 1970s by the City
Parks Department.

*725 Wanskuck Mills 1862-64, 1874-75, ca.
1885: The dominant feature of the complex
is the original large, S-story, brick textile mill
with its tall, square, central stair-and-freight
tower that tapers to an octagonal open lan
tern capped by a low, copper-clad ogee
dome. The 4-story addition to the west of the
main block was constructed in the mid
l970s, and an office southwest of the mills

buildings, housing blacksmith shops, picker,
engine, and boiler houses, are still present,
located in the mill yard north of the main
mill. A circular brick gasometer also stands
in the mill yard. The Wanskuck Company
was founded in 1862 by jesse Metcalf, Henry
J, Steere, and Stephen T. Olney to manufac
ture woolens and worsted cloth. The firm
was immediately and immensely successful
and expanded rapidly. Henry Steere built
the nearby Steere Mill see 81 Wild Street to
increase the firm’s worsted production in
1884, and the company expanded to include
the Geneva Mills see 1115-1117 Douglas
Avenue in 1897 and the Mohegan and Oak
land Mills in Burrillville, Because of its rela
tively inaccessible West River location, the
Wanskuck Company built a village across
Branch Avenue to house its workers see
Shiloh and Winchester Streets and a social
hall see 754 Branch Avenue, and contrib
uted to the construction of Roger Williams
Baptist Church see 201 Woodward Road.
The Metcalf family eventually dominated
the company. Like so many other prosper
ous New England textile enterprises, the
Wanskuck Company’s Branch Avenue facili
ties closed in the l9SOs, Today, the complex
houses a variety of small manufacturing
concerns.

979- St. Edward’s Roman Catholic Church
999 Complex 1889-1907: james Murphy, archi

tect. Thecenterpiece of this religious com
plex is the red-brick, granite-trim basilica-
plan High Victorian Gothic church with a
4-story, projecting, central tower capped by
a tall spire. St. Edward’s was established
here in 1865 as a mission for the Irish mill
workers employed at the nearby Steere and
Wanskuck Mills. In 1892, the church added a
2½-story, Queen Anne rectory at 999 Branch
Avenue. A granite-trimmed, 2-story, brick
school was added in 1907 to replace an 1867
structure that had served both as school and
church, The church also acquired the hand
some mansard-roof cottage at 984 Branch
Avenue for use as a convent by the Sisters of
Mercy who taught at the school.

BRAYTON STREET
64 Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church 1925,

1967: O’Malley & Fitzsimmons, architects.
A basilica-plan, brick Italian Renaissance-
inspired church with an arcaded bell tower
and an elaborate facade, The parish evolved
as an outgrowth of the Holy Ghost parish
see 470 Atwells Avenue and was estab
lished in December 1920 with the Rev.
Nicola Armento as pastor. Under the leader
ship of Father Cavallaro, the church was
refurbished in 1967, A small, landscaped
plaza fronts the church.,

BRIDGHAM STREET
38 Thomas W. Gorton House ca. 1864: A

square, 3-story, 3-bay-facade, hip-roof
dwelling with hooded entrance and wide
front windows. The original clapboard has
been covered with shingles. Listed as a mer
chant in the 1869 Providence directory, Gor
ton was in the watch and watch-repair busi
ness by 1871,

tional Greek/Bracketed house: its 2½-story,
pedimented end gable is Greek Revival, but
the trim is elaborated with bracketed detail.
This transitional form is seen throughout
Providence residential neighborhoods de
veloping in the lSS0s. Hutchins was a part
ner in G. & C.P, Hutchins, dealers in gas
fixtures and crockery.

*177.. Charles M. Sheldon Apartment House
181 1882: A 3-story, multiple-family dwelling

with flat roof, deeply recessed entrance,
projecting bay, and paired round windows.
Sheldon, who lived on Westminster Street,
built this as an investment. Its first occupants
included a lawyer, a clerk, an electrician, and
a dressmaker.

*180 Henry T. Grant House 1874: A 2-story Ital
ianate house with a low, bracketed hip roof.
The 2-bay facade has a massive, elaborate
portico and ornate scroll saw trim on the bay
window. Grant was presidentof the Citizens
Savings Bank, This house was moved here
from the corner of Bridgham and Westmin
ster Streets in 1892.

BRIGGS STREET
165- Mason W. Tillinghast Duplex ca. 1890: A
167 1½-story, shingled, cross-gable-roof Queen

Anne double house with window hoods and
spindlework porches. Tillinghast, who lived
next door, built this as a rental property.

169 Mason W. Tillinghast House 1875: A 2½-
story, "stick style" house with a handsomely
finished porch and a massive, square, corner
tower terminating in a wrought iron finial.
Tillinghast was a cabinetmaker when he
built this imposing house, and the elaborate
detail may be his own handiwork. By the
1880s, he was a successful restaurateur at 12
Weybosset Street in the family venture that
ultimately became Carr’s see 107 AngelI
Street and 299 Westminster Street.

BROAD STREET
Broad Street follows the old Indian Pequot
Trail, in use long before Roger Williams and
his followers came to Providence. By 1725, it
had been improved into the Pawtuxet Road,
linking Providence with that village to the
south. Originally the name was applied to
Weybosset Street q.v.. Broad Street was
widened after the Civil War, just at the time
it became a fashionable suburban street, fill

ing with large, elaborate dwellings. As one
of the city’s major street car routes after
1879, it became heavily traveled between
the city’s southern neighborhoods and
Downtown, In the 20th century, the street
became increasingly commercial, partic
ularly with 1-story, automobile-related and
-oriented shopping nodes, This once tree-
lined avenue is now a mixture of decaying
older houses - often converted to commer
cial use or boarding houses - and shops,
many now closed and boarded over with the
decline of South Providence.

160 Young Men’s Christian Association 1913;
1954-56: Shattuck & Hussey Chicago,
architects. A 9-story, brick-and-limestone,,
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hotel-type building with terra cotta trim. The 366 David W Anderson, architect, A 2-story, *350 Andrew Comstock House 1864: A 2½-
building has a 2-story, flat-roof lobby in
the front, enlarged by Creer, Kent, Cruise &
Aldrich. The Providence YMCA was found
ed in 1854 at 56 Weybosset Street. After sev
eral moves, the organization erected a build
ing atjackson and Westminster Streets. That
building was demolished in 1913 after the
completion of this facility.

*188_ The Aylesworth Apartments 1889: An
194 imposing, symmetrical, 2½-story brick-and-

shingle Queen Anne building with a com
plex high-hip roof. One of the handsomest
of the few 19th-century apartment buildings
in Providence, it was built as an investment
by Eli Aylesworth, presidentof the Westmin
ster Bank on Weybosset Street. The 4 large
units were first occupied by a physician, a
drug-store owner, a provisions merchant,
and a school teacher,

266 Joseph R. Budlong House 1849: A typical,
2½-story, pedimented-end-gable Greek
Revival house with a wide entablature and
pilaster entrance. The bracketed bay win
dow is a later addition to this rare, early
house on Broad Street. The storefront was
added in the 20th century when Broad Street
was becoming a commercial district. Bud-
long, a housewright in partnership with
Joseph C. Fanning see 684 Eddy Street,
undoubtedly built this house himself. The
Budlong and Fanning firm constructed a
great many houses similar to this one
throughout the city in the mid-l9th century.
Budlong’s family continued to live here well
into the 1880s.

342 Trinity Battery Service Building 1924; An
unusually handsome, 1-story, flat-roof, com
mercial structure with a broad wood en
tablature and patterned brick walls. It was
constructed when upper Broad Street was
becoming a major automotive sales and
retail-accessory center,

*359 James A. Potter House 1889: Stone, Car
penter & Willson, architects. An opulent,
2½-story, Queen Anne structure. The Potter
house has a 1st story of brick trimmed in
brownstone, a pink-slate-clad second story,
and gray slate gables with gable ornaments.
Its handsome Colonial Revival interior fin
ish includes classical mantelpieces, stair
cases with elaborate, varied balusters and
intertwining-vine-motif newel posts, and
paired-Ionic column doorway openings.
Potter was proprietor of the James A. Potter
& Co. lumber yard.

*369_ Clifton A. Hall House ca. 1856: Clifton A,
371 Hall, architect. A symmetrical, 2½-story,

brick Italianate double house with a low hip
roof and wide eaves. The central 2 bays of
the 4-bay facade are recessed and fronted by
a wide double-entrance portico supported
by paired, cast-iron Ionic columns. Hall, a
prominent local architect, lived in the south
half of the building until his deat’h in 1909.
He designed many structures in Elmwood
and South Providence, including Trinity
Methodist Church next door.

382- Salvation Army of Rhode Island ca. 1974:

concrete-block, flat-roof building with
banded windows. This typical example of
l97Os Brutalist design houses the Salvation
Army Community Center, including various
administrative offices and social service
programs. Established in 1899, the Salvation
Army came to Providence around the time of
the First World War. The organization occu
pied quarters at Westminster and Summer
Streets beginning in 1920. This structure
stands on the site of the Swedenborgian
Church of the New Jerusalem, located here
from 1870 until 1951; that building was then
converted to commercial use and ultimately
demolished.

*389 Trinity United Methodist Church 1864-
393 65, 1915: Clifton A. Hall, architect. This

handsome, brick Gothic church in the Eng
lish parish-church tradition was designed by
a parishioner whose own house stands next
door. The gable-roof nave has clerestory
windows above the shed roofs of the side
aisles; a massive corner tower with a wood-
frame spire dominates the design. The chan
cel was redesigned with Gothic furnishings
in 1949 by Arland A. Dirlam. The brick par
ish-house building 1915 is the only real
ized part of a Gothic church-and-parish-
house complex designed by George W.
Kramer of New York for execution in stone.
Trinity Church, founded in 1859 through the
missionary activities of the Mathewson
Street Methodist Church, merged with the
Chestnut Street Church the city’s original
Methodist parish in 1899. Throughout the
last quarter of the 19th century, Trinity had
the largest congregation and Sunday school
of any church in the Southern New England
Conference of the Methodist Church,

514 Nehemiah K. Sherman Block 1867: A 3-
story, flat-roof, Italianate residential/com
mercial block with wide bracketed eaves and
paneled soffit. Although altered by the addi
tion of a modern storefront, this building is
an interesting example of stepped-plan
design made to accommodate its angled site
at the corner of Friendship Street. Sherman
acquired this lot from Thomas Snow in 1866
for the considerable sum of a $1000, an indi
cation of high valuation of this location at
the intersection of two major thoroughfares.
By 1867, he had occupied his new house and
within the year moved his grocery business,
Sherman and Andrews, into it.

943 Edwin A. Grout House 1867: A 2½-story,
mansard-roof, Second Empire house with
quoined corners and a Palladian window.
This imposing house stood across the street
from the Jonathan and Andrew Comstock
Houses the former now gone and within a
block of the Nehemiah K. Sherman Block
and the first Israel B. Mason House now 12
Dartmouth Street. All of these men were
engaged in the provisions industry, Grout
being a wholesale meat dealer. Broad Street
at this period might well have been known
as "butcher’s row." Grout was apparently
ruined by the Panic of 1873. He sold the
house to 5G. Allen II for $20,000, and by
1875 his firm had been absorbed by his
neighbors the Comstocks.

story Second Empire house with mansard
roof and hooded Palladian window, Com
stock was a prominent Providence business
man who built this house with the proceeds
of a Civil War-era fortune made in the meat-
packing industry. It was erected across the
street from the house demolished which
was being built at the same time on the
northeast corner of Broad Street and Corn-
stock Avenue by Jonathan Comstock, An
drew’s brother and business partner. This
site was probably chosen because of its prox
imity to the Comstock’s slaughter-houses on
Willard Avenue. The two Comstock houses
were built by master carpenter Lorenzo
Vaughn at a cost of $14,500 and were among
the first houses on Broad Street below Trin
ity Square.

570- Charles Atwood House 1897: A 2½-story
572 Queen Anne house with a corner tower and

a broad Colonial Revival veranda. Atwood,
a real estate agent with an office at 72
Winter Street, had inherited a fortune in
rental real estate from his father. He had
previously lived at his father’s house at I
Bridgham Street demolished before build
ing this opulent home for himself.

*571 Israel B. Mason House II, now Bell Funeral
Home 1888: Stone, Carpenter & Willson,
architects, A large and imposing 2½-story,
brick-and-slate-shingle Queen Anne house
with a complex gabled hip roof. This excel
lently maintained house is lavishly detailed,
with an ornate veranda, scrolled window
caps, and magnificently decorated interiors
with extensive paneling and ornamental
plaster work. When completed, this was one
of the finest houses in Providence, The
house has been used as a funeral home since
Mason’s death in 1916. Mason’s earlier
house, erected about 1868, was moved to 12
Dartmouth Street q.v. in 1887 when con
struction began on this house. Mason was a
meat packer and, like his neighbors the
Comstocks, had his first slaughterhouse
nearby on Willard Avenue. In 1893 he
founded Merchants’ Cold Storage Ware
house at 160 Kinsley Avenue q.v..

576 Mary Carty House ca. 1894: A 2½-story,
Queen Anne, cross-gable-roof house with a
bracketed cove cornice and a sweeping
Colonial Revival veranda on the front and
side. Mrs. Carty, a dressmaker who lived
with her large family at 88 Blackstone Street,
probably built this house as an investment;
she never lived here.

*593 Edward E. Darling House 1881: A 2½-
story, Modern Gothic house with character
istic openwork gable screens, Eastlake
inspired window detail, and sawn porch
ornament. Darling was a bookkeeper at the
Rumford Chemical Works see 231 South
Main Street. Many of the fine houses built
on or near Broad Street in the 1880s were
owned by management-level workers.

*596 George H. Busiel House 1900: A 21/:story
Queen Anne house with a corner tower and
a fine Colonial Revival veranda, notable for
its complex massing. Busiel was a book-
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keeper who became treasurer of both the
American Wood Paper Company and the
Continental Steamboat Company as well as
secretary of the Earl P. Mason Land Com
pany before building this elaborate house
in 1900.

*601 Robert E. Smith House 1882: An elabo
rately ornamented, 2½-story, "stick style"
house with iron cresting, extensive pseudo-
structural gable timbering, and a jigsaw-work
porch. Recent alterations have obscured
much of the fine detail. One of the finest
suburban houses on Broad Street, it was
built by the owner of the RE. Smith Coal &
Wood Company at South Water and Wey
bosset Streets. Smith was active in city poli
tics and served as commissioner of public
works during the period when Elmwood
Avenue was rebuilt and Blackstone Boule
vard was planned.

%03 George H. Smith House ca. 1899: A gam
brel-roof cottage notable for its Colonial
Revival detail, including Palladian windows
and gambrel-roof dormers. Smith was a
partner in Beamen & Smith Machine Tool
Manufacturers, whose plant at 20 Gordon
Avenue q.v. is now part of the Providence
Lithograph complex. He was related to his
neighbors, the RE. Smiths, and his house
was built on part of the original grounds of
their house, He later moved to 77 Princeton
Avenue q.v..

671 Samuel Gray House 1858: A large, square,
3-story Italianate house with wide bracketed
eaves and unsympathetically modernized
fenestration. Gray bought fifteen lots of land
from W.S, Burgess and W.W, Updike for
$5,524 in 1857 with the express condition
that he build, within eighteen months, two
houses near Broad Street, each to cost at
least $3,000 and be at least two storieshigh.
Gray built this imposing dwelling for him
self and another smaller house that still
stands at 27 Princeton Avenue, The condi
tions outlined in the deed were not unusual
for the time and were designed in this case to
encourage further upper-income develop
ment in this sparsely settled region and
thereby to raise the value of the land still
owned by the Burgess and Updike Com
pany. Few people seem to have followed
Gray’s example, however, and several more
decades were to pass before any extensive
building occurred in the area. In 1858,
Gray’s houses were probably the only
dwellings on Broad Street below Trinity
Square except for a few old farmhouses
since demolished, and his house was con
sidered a country estate. Gray, whose occu
pation is unknown, sold the house to Albert
D. Lippitt for $14,000 in 1867. Lippitt, a
partner in Lippitt & Harkness Co., dry goods
merchants, at 85 Westminister Street, in turn
sold the property to Benjamin B. Bogman in
1871, Bogman operated the Railroad Depot
Saloon in Providence at the time.

677 Frank W. Marden House 1895: A 2½-
story, cross-gable-roof Queen Anne resi
dence with clapboard on the 1st story and
shingle above, elaborate gable bosses, and a
spindlework veranda, Marden was a partner

in Marden & Kettlety, jewelry manufactur
ers. His partner built a house next door at I
Princeton Avenue q.v. at the same time this
house was built, and they shared a carriage
house across Broad Street at 45½ Marl
borough q.v..

f688 Temple Beth EL now Congregation of
Shaare Zedek 1911: Banning & Thornton,
architects. A large, brown, Roman brick
synagogue with a Corinthian portico in antis
and a largely intact interior with handsome
stained glass. Constructed for the Congrega
tion of the Sons of Israel, organized in 1854,
this building replaced an earlier synagogue
on Pine Street and served the congregation
until 1954, when a new Temple Beth El was
built at 68-72 Orchard Avenue q.v. on the
East Side. This building is now occupied by a
group merged from several older congrega
tions.

708 Horatio N. Angell 1891: A 2½-story,
Queen Anne, cross-gable-ronf, 2-family
house with a pedimented spindlework
porch. Angell sold Ochee Water - bottled
spring water from Johnston - at his store at
22 Peck Street until his death in 1896, after
which his wife, Amie, continued the busi
ness.

726 James H. Hagan House 1891: A 2½-story,
clapboard-and-shingle. Queen Anne house
with an octagonal corner tower, front porch
with paneled pediment, and spindlework
side porch. Hagan built this house for him
self and the house next door see 728-730
Broad Street as an investment; he was then
an importer and bottler of liquors at 333
Richmond Street,

728- James H. Hagan House 1891: A 2½-story,
730 cross-gable-roof clapboard-and-shingle,

Queen Anne two-family house notable for
its elaborate spindlework porch and paneled
gable trim. Hagan lived next door at 726
Broad Street q.v..

*747 Calvary Baptist Church 1898, 1905 et seq.:
Arthur Eaton Hill, architect. A yellow-brick,
neo-Gothic church with a corner entrance,
irregular plan, and fine Gothic detailing. The
cross-gable roof is crowned with a large cop
per lantern and tower. Established in 1854 as
the Friendship Street Baptist Church -

created from the South and Fifth Baptist
Churches - this congregation met in a
structure on Friendship Street until moving
here in 1898. The congregation changed its
name to Calvary Baptist Church at that time.
They first occupied the chapel and began
construction on the larger structure in 1905.

t807 Home for Aged Men 1895: Frederick E.
Field, architect. A 3’/2-story, brick, hip-roof,
Georgian Revival building with three colos
sal tetrastyle porticoes. A home for aged
men had existed since 1874 at other loca
tions until the death of Henry j. Steere, part
owner of the Wanskuck Mills; he bequeathed
$150,000 to build a new structure. This
Broad Street site was chosen, and construc
tion began about 1891. Within a few years of
its completion in 1895, the facility was ex
panded to accommodate aged couples. The

building has been enlarged in the rear sev
eral times. It continues to serve its original
purpose and currently houses about seventy
persons. The Home for Aged Women stands
at 180 George M. Cohan Boulevard q.v..

814 Frederick R. Young House 1903: A ram
bling "shingle style" cottage notable for its
complex gambrel roof. Young was an insur
ance agent with an office in the Butler
Exchange Building.

841 Frederick L. Foster Block 1882-1889: A
3’/a-story, commercial and residential block,
notable for its multi-dormer, chateauesque
roof. This large building, containing a drug
store on the ground floor and flats on the
upper levels, was built as an investment by
Foster, a cotton broker.

859 Jethro Hawes House, now the F.P. Trainor
Funeral Home 1897: A 2½-story Colonial
Revival house with a high hip roof. The
handsome, semicircular portico with ramped
railings and the large Palladian windows are
notable features. Hawes was a partner in
George Hawes & Sons, 23 Dyer Street,
manufacturers of steam traps. Hawes died
within a few years of moving to his imposing
new house from 168 Cypress Street q.v..
William McQuirk, a physician, occupied the
house from 1913 until 1944, In 1948 it be
came a funeral home,

Harry Weiss Tract 1908-10: Harry Weiss,
a contractor and builder, constructed one of
the largest and most remarkable residential
and commercial developments of its day in
Providence. The complex, originally con
sisting of twenty-two buildings of which
sixteen survive today, was a mixture of
three-deckers and larger apartment houses
created by combining two three-deckers into
a single large building e.g. 976-984 Broad
Street. At the most visually prominent part
of this site, on the corner of Broad Street and
Thurbers Avenue, he built a large commercial
building with flats above 964-970 Broad
Street. FE. Page was the architect for this
development; Page seems to have special
ized in the design of three-deckers. Not
much is known about Weiss. He first ap
peared in the Providence directory in 1906
as a painter and decorator at 160 Willard
Avenue in the heart of the Jewish section.
By 1907, he had branched into contracting
in addition to painting and in 1908 was
working solely as a contractor at 377
Prairie Avenue. At this time, he began
developing one of the large tracts of vacant
land in South Providence, between Pennsyl
vania and Thurbers Avenues east of Broad
Street. Weiss also dabbled in the South Provi
dence jewelry industry. In 1910, he was
listed both as a contractor and as a dealer
in diamonds at 984 Broad Street, one of his
own newly completed buildings. There are
no further listings for Weiss after 1910 in
Providence, Cranston, or Pawtucket city
directories indicating that he must have
died or left the area.

964- Harry Weiss Block 1909: FE. Page, archi
970 tect, A 3½-story, Queen Anne commercial

and residential block with a corner tower

964-
970,
972-
974’
976-
984
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and arcaded loggias. The building has stores
on the ground floor and apartments above,
one of which was occupied by Weiss in
1909.

974- Harry Weiss Tenements 1909: FE. Page,
984 architect. Two, 3½-story, Queen Anne/

even Colonial Revival apartment houses with
handsome colossal porticoes and Colonial
Revival detailing. These houses were de
signed by combining two standard three
deckers into a single structure unified by a
monumental common entrance. Weiss occu
pied an apartment as a diamond merchant
in 1910. This large group also includes the
I-larry Weiss three-deckers 1908-1910
located at: 9-11, 13-15, and 17-19 Meni
Court; 328-330, 340-342, 344-346, 348-350,
352-354 and 356-358 Thurbers Avenue; and
5-7, 9-Il and 13-15 Weiss Court. Twelve,
clapboard-and-shingle, gable-roofed, three’
deckers with projecting, gabled bay win
dows, Tuscan-column double porches and
quasi-Queen Anne detailing. These identical
houses are the remains of one of the largest
three-decker tracts built in South Providence
after the electrification of the streetcar lines
made the southern end of Broad Street
accessible to the working class. Page made
this style house his trademark and repeated
it throughout this South Providence tract
without variation.

973 James A. Searle House 1874: A 2½-story,
mansard-roof house with bracketed bay
windows and door hoods, Searle was a
carpenter-builder when he erected his
fashionably trimmed house on the rural,
lower end of Broad Street, By 1879 he was
using his large country lot to grow produce
for sale in Providence.

1017 Liberty Theater 1921: A small, brick
theater with elaborate terra cotta trim, This
theater was part of the Bomes chain and is
typical of the small neighborhood theaters
built after World War I, when silent pictures
became a popular and respectable family
entertainment.

1045- Willis L. Doe House 1903: This shingled
1047 Colonial Revival double cottage has elab

orate Federal-inspired detail. It was built by
a sergeant in the Providence Police Depart
ment.

1096 New England Telephone Company 1903:
Stone, Carpenter & Willson, architects.
An elegant, 2-story, brick-and-limestone
Georgian Revival building notable for its
sophisticated composition and detailing.
The Providence Telephone Company, which
had been in existence since 1879, established
this exchange on Broad Street to improve
service in the affluent Elmwood, Washing
ton Park and Edgewood areas,

1248 Frederick Patt House 1894: A large, 2½-
story, hip-roof house with corner towers and
a wide front veranda now enclosed. Al
though this typical Queen Anne dwelling
has lost much of its architectural value as a
result of unsympathetic modernization, it
remains an important visual landmark on
Broad Street because of its prominent, hand-

somely trimmed 3-story corner tower. With
expansive, well-kept grounds, it is one of
the few survivors among the large Victorian
houses that once lined Broad Street down to
Washington Square. In 1894 Frederick A,
Patt, a banker, replaced or extensively re
modeled a smaller house built on this site
in 1881 by George W. Barker, a jeweler.

1450 Broad Street School 1897, Ca. 1931: A 3-
story, brick-and-limestone, hip-roof Colonial
Revival public school with a I-story, brick,
Georgian Revival auditorium wing with tall,
round-arch windows, When constructed,
this school caused criticism because it seemed
overly large for the sparsely populated
Washington Park neighborhood; within a
few years, however, it was fully utilized be
cause of the area’s growth: the school com
mittee’s far-sighted decision was confirmed,

1481 Damase Bouchard Block 1899: A 3-story
commercial-residential block with stores on
the ground floor and two floors of flats
above. A wooden stringcourse between the
2nd and 3rd floors links the facade’s multi
ple bay windows. An elaborate parapet wall
ornamented with applied turned balusters
conceals the roof, The first business to oc
cupy this building was Mason Peck’s drug
store.

1520 Washington Park Methodist Church
1900, 195W: A.A. Dirlam, architect of pres
ent structure. A red brick, gable-roof, modern
Romanesque style church with a tall, plain,
gabled campanile accented by a turret rising
from the corner. The congregation was
founded in the 1890s; the original building
1900 has been so completely incorporated
into the present structure as to be almost
indistinguishable.

BROADWAY
Broadway is one of the city’s most interest
ing and impressive late l9th-century resi
dential boulevards, Running west from
downtown, the eastern section of this street
was laid out in 1834 from Sabin Street to just
beyond Dean Street. Broadway assumed its
present length and breadth in 1854, when it
literally became a "broad way" 80 feet across,
the widest street in the city at the time. Lined
with trees, it became a stylish residential
street during Providence’s boom years be
tween the Civil War and the turn of the
century. Broadway was particularly popular
with newly prosperous mercantile princes
and captains of industry, whose large, elabo
rate dwellings rose on relatively restricted
lots. Many of these remain, but some 20th-
century commercial development has made
unsightly incursions into this elegant
thoroughfare, Efforts are being made to pre
serve the special late 19th-century elegance
of Broadway, and in 1982 it was declared a
local historic zoning district.

25 Gulf Station 1968: Curtis and Davis, archi
tects. A 1-story, concrete-block, circular
structure with brick sheathing, surmounted
by a tall metal pole supporting an illumi
nated globe near the top. This station is in
spired more by popular exhibition - and

exhibitionist - architecture than by more
traditional sources for gasoline stations,
which aim toward establishing a connotative
message by their design. Surely influenced
as well by the bombastic pseudo-modernism
advocated by Downtown Prooidence 1970, it
transcends pop trends in roadside architec
ture to achieve a thin but engaging monu
mentality adjacent to and visible from the
highway.

148 Oliver Johnson House ca. 1843: A 2½-
story Greek Revival dwelling with pedi
mented gable roof set end to the street and a
fine Doric portico. The scroll-design brackets
and round-arch windows on the side of the
house may have been added in the 1850s or
l860s, johnson was a merchant whose busi
ness was located on Exchange Street,

185 Silas B. Whitford House 1856: A transi
tional Greek Revival/Bracketed house,
2½-stories high with pedimented gable roof,
bracketed eaves, and portico. Whitford and
Albert L. Sanders operated a wholesale gro
cery business at 27 Exchange Place,

*196 Thurber-Williams House 1845,1890-91: A
2½-story Queen Anne house with gambrel
roof set end to the street. Highly picturesque,
it has wide eaves sheltering 2 side porches.
An attenuated corner turret accents the
house. This highly successful design began
as a typical Greek Revival house, probably
similar to that nearby at 148 Broadway. It
was built for Hope and Celia Thurber a
seamstress. In 1889 Carrie L. Pierce bought
the property, and it was renovated during
the following two years; Miss Pierce married
Dr. Horace N. Williams in 1891, and they
lived here after the completion of the renova
tions,

*202 Thomas Pierce, Jr. House 1867: A man
sard-roof, 2½-story, L-plan house with the
entrance porch set within the nook of the "L."
A cupola sits atop the mansard. Its typical,
bold detailing includes bay windows, heavy
window caps, and modillion cornice. Pierce
was a partner in his family’s boot-and-shoe
business, Thomas F. Pierce & Co., in the
Arcade,

Houses ca. 1845-55: A row of four, similar,
2½-story, side-hall-plan houses with pedi
mented gables set end to the street, classical
entablatures, and wide corner boards, Each
is varied somewhat in ornament and reflects
the transition in the domestic vernacular
from the Greek Revival to the Italianate
style. Number 214 is pure Greek Revival
with a fine Doric portico and paneled corner
pilasters, while number 216 has Italianate
detailing including an arched door hood and
a modillion cornice as does number 222,
with bracketed eaves, arcaded porch with
square paneled posts and round-arch Pal
ladian-motif window in the gable end.
Number 228 has bracketed eaves, perhaps a
later addition, but otherwise the building is
typically Greek Revival in form, although
altered by the addition of a storefront on the
1st story.

215 Betsey R. Remington House 1867: A

153

*214
216
222
228



symmetrical, mansard-roof, 2½-story house, 270 Oresto di Sala, architect. Art elaborate, brick- partner in Wightman & Hough, jewelry
The 3-bay facade has a central entrance, and
the house has elaborate bracketed trim and
an ornate portico with clustered colonnettes
at the gabled projecting central pavilion. Mr.
Remington was a cotton broker, partner in
Daniel Remington & Son; the firm went
bankrupt in 1878.

‘232 Patrick F. Hoye House 1900: A 2½-story,
gabled-hip-roof, Queen Anne house with a
corner tower and elaborate, Colonial Re
vival-inspired fenestration, porches, and
trim. Hoye was a partner in Hanley, Hoye &
Co., purveyors of wines and liquors; his
partner was Joseph Hanley, a brewer. Hoye
moved here from 227 Broadway, and his
family lived here until 1938.

*235 William H. Low House ca. 1855: A large,
3-story Italianate house with arcaded porch,
low hip roof, and wide, bracketed eaves.
Low began his career as a shoe merchant at
131 Westminster Street. In the boom years
after the Civil War, he became a highly suc
cessful real estate developer. investing heav
ily in downtown property. His son, who
built a house nearby at 243 Knight Street
q.v., carried on the family business after
Low, Sr.’s death,

*243_ Cohn C. Baker House 1872: A very large,
245 2½-story, mansard-roof double house nota

ble for its fine detail, The attenuated 2-story
bay windows, cornice treatment, and elabo
rate entrance make this one of the most dis
tinctive Second Empire houses in the city
despite alterations. The intricate wrought
iron fence enclosing the front of the lot is a
handsome, original feature. Baker was a
dealer in provisions. William S. johnson and
Benjamin W. Spink, partners in a drug and
paint business with offices on Exchange
Place, lived here after Baker.

*253 Salisbury Peck House 1856: A 2½-story
Italianate house with a bracketed cornice
beneath the bell-cast mansard roof. The
entrance of this L-plan house is within the
side porch. Peck was a sash and blind manu
facturer,

*257 Edward Burr House ca. 1855: A 3-story,
low-hip-roof Italianate house with a fine
bracketed cornice, octagonal cupola, and
entrance hood supported on scrolled con
soles, Burr was a partner in Burr & Shaw,
harness and trunk manufacturers on West
minster Street,

‘258W H.B. and R.P. Gladding House 1867-68:
260 C.P. Hartshorn, architect. A sober, monu

mental, brick Italianate double house with a
low hip roof, Consoled pediments rise above
the bracketed eaves above each end bay of
the 4-bay facade; olive-stone lintels cap the
original windows, now primarily obscured
on the facade by a 2-story bay window on
the east end of the facade and a 2-story.
2-bay addition on the west, Henry B. and
Royal P. Gladding, brothers and business
partners in a book and stationery stOre on
Westminster Street, built this at a cost of
about $30,000.

‘264 Uptown, now Columbus Theatre 1926:

and-cast-stone building with a highly articu
lated 2-story facade organized into alternat
ing wide and narrow bays, with round-arch
windows capping the wide bays above the
2nd-floor level. The entablature is decorated
with Adamesque swags and a modillion
cornice. A prominent, polychrome-brick
clock tower is centered over the entrance,
One of several neighborhood theatres built
in the city following the First World War. it
was built for West Side real estate magnate
and builder Domenic Annotti,

*289 William H. Walton House, now the Aurora
Club 1889: A large, 2½-story clapboard-
and-red-slate-clad, cross-gable-roof Queen
Anne house with Colonial Revival front
porch and octagonal corner tower, Detailing
includes Palladian windows and pargeted
panels in floral designs. Walton was a textile
manufacturer with factories in South
County, and his family occupied the house
until the late 1920s, Since 1932 it has been
the home of the Aurora Club, a prominent
Italo-American civic and social organization.

*299 Jerothmul B. Barnaby House, "Barnaby’s
Castle" 1875 and 1888: Stone, Carpenter &
Willson, architects. A large and very elabo
rate ornamented High Victorian house, 2½
stories high with a patterned-slate mansard
roof. A wealth of wood ornament and iron
cresting survives. It was enlarged in the
l880s by the addition of a 4-story, clap
board-and-red-slate, 12-sided, conical-roof
tower with an open loggia at the top, and a
round, Moorish-inspired conservatory with
lancet-arch stained-glass windows; the con
servatory abuts a large, circular-plan open
porch. This fanciful house is unique in
Stone, Carpenter & Willson’s work and
probably reflects more of the patron’s exu
berant taste than that of the firm’s architec
tural attitudes: the composition is diffuse
and the articulation disparate. It is visually
both arresting and prominent, factors which
make it perhaps the best known late 19th-
century house in Providence. Jerothmul
Barnaby 1830-89 was a self-made magnate
in ready-to-wear clothing and had a large
store at 180-204 Westminster Street q.v..
He left an estate of almost $2 million, In
April 1891, his wife, Josephine, was killed by
a poisoned bottle of whiskey she received in
the mail while on vacation in Colorado, Her
physician, Dr. T. Thatcher Graves, was ulti
mately found guilty of the murder in a sen
sational trial, but he committed suicide in
prison in 1893 before he could be executed,
No doubt the publicity generated by these
events only increased the somewhat lurid
appeal of this house in the popular imagina
tion,

336 Walter S. Hough House 1887: A 2½’story,
brick-and-wood-shingle, hip-roof Queen
Anne house with elaborate front porch with
bulbous turned posts and trelliswork rail
ings. The balcony over the central entrance
repeats the design of the 1st-story porch.
Ornamental small-paned sash, varied shin
gle patterns, and terra cotta panels in the
brick enliven this otherwise symmetrical and
straightforward rectangular house built for a

manufacturers,

*340 George R. Phillips House ca. 1895: A
symmetrical, 2½-story, hip-roof, Colonial
Revival house with projecting center en
trance pavilion fronted by a 1-story portico.
Phillips was part ownet of the plumbing and
coppersmithing Phillips Lead Company at
231 South Main Street q.v..

*343 Herman C. Possner House 1888: A 2½-
story, mansard-roof, Queen Anne, 2-family
house with 2-story bay window with trellis-
work trim surmounted by gable with Pal
ladian window, Although this house has lost
much of its detailing, the stained-glass tran
som panels in the windows and the detailing
at the roof line suggest a sampling of the
richness of the original treatment, Possner
was an officer in the William R. Lane Jewelry
Company on Potters Avenue,

*347 Charles L. Eaton House 1889: A 2½-story
Queen Anne house with a slate-clad man
sard roof and square corner tower containing
a balcony and several dormers. The 2nd
story of the front porch was an early 20th-
century addition. Eaton was an agent for the
City Machine Company at Harris and Acorn
Streets, /

*354 Cohn C. Baker House 1867: A 2½-story,
brick, mansard-roof house of symmetrical
design with Eastlake-inspired incised stone
hintels and an oculus window enframed by
bargeboards in the rounded front gable.
Baker was a partner in Stevens, Baker &
Company, commission merchants on South
Water Street,

‘372 Francine R. Trowbridge House 1892: A
2½-story, gable-roof, Queen Anne house
with a 3’story conical-roof corner tower with
a false balcony around the top story. The
arcaded veranda has bulbous, turned posts.
This interesting house was built by Mr. and
Mrs. C.B. Trowbridge; he was a cotton bro
ker on South Water Street.

‘376- George Jepherson House 1890: A 2½-
378 story, patterned-slate-mansard-roof. Queen

Anne, 2-family house with a dentil cornice
and an arcaded ‘front porch with turned
posts. Jepherson, a lumber dealer, never
lived in this house he built as rental prop
erty.

‘380 Perez Mason House 1867: Perez Mason,
architect, A 2½-story, hip-roof, Italianate
house with a 2-story bay window on the
front surmounted by a sunbonnet gable with
bargeboard trim, a wealth of bracketed de
tailing, and, wrapping the front and side. a
large porch with pendants suspended from
the scalloped fascia between the paneled
posts. Mason was an architect who designed
a number of large houses in Providence in
the I860s and 1870s, including the Kendrick
House at 514 Broadway q.v..

‘387 Stephen H. Andrews House 1849: A 3-
story, rectangular, flat-roof, 3-bay, side-hall-
plan Itahianate house. The modern shingling
has obscured most of the original detailing,
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although the wIde eaves brackets and door the half-timbered wall treatment, Adellne T, bllng, 2½-story, gabled-hip-!oof Queen
hood survive, Andrews, with his father, ac
quired much of this block between 1834 and
1851, when it was still vacant farmland.
Andrews Street is named after him, A mason
and carpenter, Andrews probably built this
house himself.

*390 Nancy C. Ballou House 1875-77: A large
2½-story, mansard-roof house of eclectic
design, incorporating a corner porch with
Eastlake-inspired incised detailing, Italian-
ate dormers, and a timbered side bay with
bargeboards. Frederick M. Ballou 1818-89
was a wool manufacturer and director of the
Weybosset and Weybosset National Banks.
He served in the General Assembly in 1870
and 1883 and as a city councilman in 1878-
80.

*401 George T. Spicer House 1875: A boxy,
symmetrical, 2h/:story Italianate house with
low deck-on-hip-roof, central porch sur
mounted by a modified Palladian window,
and bracketed cornice, Spicer was a partner
in Spicer & Peckham, stove founders, The
carriage house next door at number 405 is
similar in design and detail to this house.

‘402 Saint James Episcopal Church, now St.
Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic Church
1890: Alpheus C. Morse, architect, A
yellow brick, end-gable-roof, Romanesque
Revival church with round-arch fenestration
and a low corner tower. Originally home to a
white, Episcopal parish, it later housed a
predominantly black parish as the Church of
the Saviour, before becoming Saint Var
tanantz Armenian Apostolic Church.

‘408- George B. Calder House 1868: C.P. Hart-
410 shorn, architect, A 2i/:story, mansard-roof

double house with paired central entrances
surmounted by a sunbonnet gable at the roof
line. Calder, a dealer in drugs, paints, and
oils on Exchange Place, built this at an
approximate cost of $10,000.

‘412- Cohn C. Baker Row Houses ca. 1868: A 6-
428 unit, brick, 3½-story structure on a high

basement with paired entrances sheltered by
elaborate porches, Eastlake-inspired carving
in the stone hintels, 3-story bay windows,
modilhion cornice, iron cresting, and man
sard roof, These houses, probably, Provi
dence’s most elaborate row houses of the
period, were built on speculation by Baker,
who was a commission merchant, See 354
Broadway.

‘409- A.A. Spitz House 1902: A 2½-story, gable-
411 and-hip-roof, Colonial Revival double

house with numerous bay windows and a
Federal Revival entrance with leaded side
lights and transom lights sheltered by wide
Ionic-column porches. Spitz was a partner in
Spitz and Nathanson, managers of the Park
Music Hall at 312 Westminster and the
Empire Theatre at 412 Westminster Street.

‘425 Adeline T. Harris House ca. 1896: A large,
2½-story. multi-gable-roof Queen Anne/
Elizabethan Revival house, now extensively
altered. The various remodelings have
obscured much of the original detailing and

Harris’s family had owned this land on
Broadway since the l8SOs at least, and this
house replaced another on the site.

‘433 John E. Kendrick, Jr. House 1889: Gould &
Angell, architects, A plain, compact, 2½-
story, hip-roof Queen Anne house, This
house, an unusually restrained example of
the Queen Anne style, was built for the
superintendent of the Kendrick Loom Har
ness Company, who was probably a son of
John K. Kendrick of 514 Broadway q.v..

‘438 Pardon H. Brown House Ca. 1845: A typi
cal, 2½-story, 3-bay, side-hall-plan Greek
Revival house with a pedimented gable roof
set end to the street and paneled corner pil
asters, The door treatment, shingling and
picture window are modern alterations,
Brown, a carpenter and millwright, acquired
the house in 1856, and it remained in his
family until 1901.

441 William 0. Briggs House 1849: A plain,
3-story, flat-roof, Italianate palazzo-inspired
house with wide bracketed eaves, When
Briggs - an undertaker and cabinetmaker
- built this house, it stood in lonely isola
tion in what was then open country.

‘446 William D. Hilton House ca. 1870: A 2½-
story, mansard-roof house with an elaborate
portico. Hilton was superintendent of the
Providence and Worcester Railroad and a
partner in Hilton Brothers’ paper collar
factory.

‘451 J. Edward Studley House 1883: Gould &
Angell, architects, A large, 2½-story, cross-
gable-roof, shingle Queen Anne house. The
modern shingling has destroyed most of the
original ornamental detailing, resulting in a
rather bland-looking building. Studley man
aged the estate of William H. Low, who lived
in the house at 235 Broadway q.v..

‘454 George A. Richards House 1871-73: A
symmetrical, 2½-story, brick, hip-roof ltal
ianate house with projecting central pavilion
with a Palladian-motif triple window over
the entrance, which is sheltered by an elabo
rate porch with colonnette supports. The
vertical emphasis of this design is height
ened by tall narrow windows with promi
nent bracketed caps. Richards was a pros
perous furniture dealer and spring manu
facturer.

‘463 John M. Buffinton House 1882-83: A large
2½-story, gabled-hip-roof Queen Anne
house with most of its ornamental strap-
work, cresting, and scrollwork concentrated
at the roof line, Buffinton was a partner in
Buffinton & Potter, jewelry manufacturers at
19 Snow Street.

‘466 Harriet F. Fuller House ca. 1870: A
symmetrical, 2½-story, hip-roof, Itahianate
house with brackets, dentil trim, and a cen
tral portico sheltering the double doors, Mrs.
Fuller owned a boarding house at 249 West
minster Street in the 1870s,

‘477 John E. Troup House 111881: A large, ram-

Anne house with a large veranda girding the
first floor, numerous iron-crested turrets and
dormers, towering paneled chimneys, and
richly finished walls with various cladding
materials set off by nailing boards and ap
plied bosses, The application of artificial sid
ing in 1976 obscured portions of the fine
detailing. This spacious house on ample
grounds was the second house constructed
on Broadway by Troup, a partner in the large
Callendar, McAuslan & Troup department
store at 239 Westminster Street q.v. Troup’s
first Broadway house still stands across the
street, number 478.

‘478 John E. Troup House 1 1876: Walker &
Gould, architects, A large 2½-story, asym
metrical, hip-roof, Modern Gothic house
with gabled dormers, hoodmolds, and med
ieval-looking entrance porch with Roman
esque-inspired columns. The square corner
tower with a prominent double-hip roof and
pseudo-half-timbering is particularly fine.
The application of artificial siding in the late
1970s obscured portions of the detailing.
Troup, a partner in the successful depart
ment store Callendar, McAuslan & Troup on
Westminster Street, only occupied this
imposing house for a short time before sell
ing it in 1882 to James B. Arnold, a gold and
silver refiner. At that time he moved across
the street to a larger and even more elaborate
Queen Anne dwelling at number 477 q.v..

‘514 John K. Kendrick House 1867: Perez
Mason, architect, A large, 2½-story, gabled-
hip-roof Italianate villa with a recessed
entrance porch surmounted by an arcaded
loggia and a square, 3½story, corner tower
topped with a lantern, The house, built at a
cost of approximately $20,000, is exceptional
for the elaborate and plentiful bracketed
ornament encrusting every architectural fea
ture like icing on a wedding cake, Kendrick,
owner of the Icendrick Loom Harness Com
pany, sold the house in the early 1880s to
George W. Prentice, a buttonhook manufac
turer and street-railway tycoon.

‘529 Edwin W. Hopkins House 1883: A four
square, 2-story, hip-roof house with a cen
tral gabled, projecting pavilion with a Pal
ladian window above an entrance porch
with colonnettes and a diagonally placed,
rectangular corner tower, Hopkins was a cot
ton yarn manufacturer on South Water
Street,

‘536 Pardon M. Stone House 1851: A 2½-story,
symmetrical Italianate house with a h-story
veranda wrapping around the front and side.
The round-arch door with arched sidelights,
the quoined corners and the bracketed eaves
and window trim are all original features;
the mansard roof is a later addition, Stone
was a partner in Stone & Weaver, jewelry
manufacturers on Canal Street. The house
was acquired by its current owner, the adja
cent Saint Mary’s Roman Catholic Church,
in the 1870s,

‘538 St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church 1864-
1901: James Murphy, architect, A handsome
and monumental Gothic Revival church
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built of rough-hammered granite. The tri
partite facade has a large lancet-arch center
entrance and an angle-buttressed corner
tower with pinnacles; at rear are a chapel
and angelus tower. The richly finished inte
rior has groinedarch ceilings, fine wood
work, and stained-glass windows. St. Mary’s
was the first Roman Catholic church on the
west side of Providence; it was established in
1853, and the parish met in a small wooden
structure located on Barton Street. This
largely Irish parish grew considerably dur
ing the late 19th century, as seen in the large
complex created here, which includes the
convent next door, now used as the rectory,
and several modern buildings for the paro
chial school, A fitting and monumental west
ern terminus for this grand boulevard, St.
Mary’s prominence is now amplified
because of the construction of Route 10 to
the west.

*547. James T. Kennedy House 1886 and Mrs.
549 Margaret tough House 1886: These two
551- nearly identical houses are 2½-story, 2-
553 family houses with mansard roofs, clap

board-and-shingle walls, and elaborate front
porches. Kennedy and Gough were partners
in Kennedy & Gough, grocers and emigra
tion agents on Manton Avenue in Olneyville
Square, just down the hill.

BROOK STREET
‘134 Simeon Barker House ca. 1842: A 3-bay-

facade cottage set gable roof end to the street
with recessed side-hall entrance. The fret-
work "gingerbread trim" ornamenting the
gable, window caps, and entrance were
probably added later, like the cross gable on
the roof, The builder and original owner was
a housewright.

‘237 Brook Street Fire Station 1950: Jackson,
Robertson & Adams, architects, A brick
sheathed, 2-story structure with a flat roof
and vaguely colonial trim. Erected as part of
the city’s post-World War TI building cam
paign to modernize fire-fighting facilities,
the station replaced the Ames House ca.
1830, which had been deeded to the city by
Brown University in return for the Thayer
Street Grammar School 1866-68, located at
the southeast corner of what is now Wriston
Quadrangle q.v..

‘305 Nathaniel Pearce House ca. 1800: A fine,
2½-story Federal dwelling with later addi
tions at the rear, Quoins frame the 5-bay
facade with aedicular Tonic entrance and
fanlight. Splayed wooden hintels with carved
keystones cap the 1st-story windows; the
2nd-story windows abut the fretwork cor
nice, The original interior has a center-hall,
4-room plan - typical of early 19th century
houses - and 2 interior chimneys. Pearce, a
captain and ship owner, built this elaborate
dwelling on George Street. The Pearce fam
ily lived here until the Goddard family
acquired the house in the latter part of the
19th century. The house was adjacent to sev
eral other Goddard-family owned dwellings.
The Goddards gave the property to Brown
University in 1888, and John J. DeWoIf
bought the house and moved it to this loca

tion when the George Street land became
the site of the John Carter Brown Library
q.v.. The house remained in the DeWoIf
family until the 1960s.

‘406 Dewey F. Adams House 1896: This large,
gambrel-roof Colonial Revival house boasts
a colossal Doric pedimented entrance por
tico and eccentric corner cuts that create odd
overhangs. Adams built this as an invest
ment, and the first resident was Daniel J,
Sully, a cotton broker. It served as a frater
nity house arK for Brown University from
1930 to 1938 and has been divided into flats
since,

BROWN STREET
‘10 Moses Brown Ives House, now the Bish

op’s House 1835, 1867, 1898: A large, 2½-
story, stuccoed Greek Revival house with a
large elI to the east of the main block, The
entrance is in the south-facing long side of
the house, and the end gables are pedi
mented. A handsome Ionic porch extends
across the southern and western sides of the
building. Ives 1794-1857 was the son of
Thomas Poynton Ives see 66 Power Street
and Hope Brown, daughter of Nicholas
Brown, one of the four Brown brothers, Ives
graduated from Brown University in 1812
and, although admitted to the Bar in 1815,
devoted little time to legal practice and be
came more involved in the family’s financial
dealings, both as partner in Brown & Eves
and as president of the Providence Bank
1835-57. A civic leader, he helped to estab
lish the Providence Athenaeum the Ives
family donated the land for the building and
part of the building cost and Butler Hospital
see 251 Benefit and 345 Blackstone Boule
vard. Eves married a daughter of Sullivan
Don see 109 Benefit Street, and their
daughter, Mrs. Henry G. Russell, employed
Alfred Stone to remodel the house in 1867;
she gave this house to the Episcopal Diocese
of Rhode Island in 1898 for use as the
bishop’s house.

‘13 James Coats House, now Andrews House
ca. 1900: Ogden Codman, architect, A
large, 3-story, brick Georgian Revival house
with a 5-bay facade and flat roof. Quoins
frame both the whole facade and the pro
jecting, 3-bay center pavilion. The interiors
are finished in the restrained Louis XV style
Codman favored and publicized in The Dec
oration of Houses 1897, which he co
authored with Edith Wharton. While Cod-
man had many commissions in Newport-
including Coats’s summer house and exten
sive interior work at "The Breakers" - this is
his only work in Providence, Coats was a
leading Rhode Island manufacturer, and his
firm, Coats & Clark was a key part of the
American "thread trust." While Coats spent
much of his time in New York, he main
tained this house as his legal residence in
Rhode Island for tax purposes. Brown Uni
versity acquired the building in 1922 for use
as a faculty club. In 1938, the building was
remodeled as the university infirmary and
named after Elisha B, Andrews, president of
Brown 1889-1898.

‘21 Annmary Brown Memorial 1907: Norman

M. Isham, architect, A severe, 1-story granite
structure with a low hip roof and set on a
high basement, The windowless facade is
distinguished by monumental front steps
and a prominent entrance with low-relief
bronze doors, General Rush C. Hawkins
built this as a memorial to his wife, Annmary
Brown Hawkins; both are entombed in a
mausoleum at the east end of the building.
This mausoleum, museum, and library is
now owned by Brown University and con
tains a nationally important collection of
incunabula,

‘38 Goddard-Iselin House, now Maddock
Alumni Center, Brown University ca.
1830, 1881: A late Federal house remodeled
with a large, well-integrated addition to the
south by Stone & Carpenter. The L-plan
3-story brick house has a low hip roof and
modilhion cornice; the foundation, window
sills, and hintels are pale grey granite. The
5-bay George Street front originally had a
central entrance, removed in 1881 when the
Brown Street entrance was created, It has a
1-story Roman Doric portico and an ellipti
cal-fanlight doorway flanked by banded
Gothick colonnettes. The fine interior pre
serves rooms from the 1830s and 1880s, in
cluding the superb paneled library and din
ing room from the ‘80s. William Giles God
dard 1794-1846 was a classmate at Brown
of his future brother-in-law and neighbor
down the street, Moses Brown Eves see 10
Brown Street. Like Ives, he abandoned a
law career quite early, but turned to writing
and editing the newspaper Rhode Island
American.From 1825 to 1842 he was a pro
fessor at Brown; he later served the school as
a member of its board of trustees and board
of fellows as well as secretary of the corpora
tion. His son William acquired the house fol
lowing the death of his mother, Charlotte
Rhoda Ives Goddard, and the house passed
to Goddard’s daughter, Hope Goddard
Iselin, from whom Brown acquired the prop
erty in 1940. Brown rehabilitated the build
ing in the mid-1970s - including superb
restoration of the 1st floor reception rooms
- for use as its alumni center.

‘68 Henry T. Beckwith House 1883: Alpheus
Morse, architect. A handsome and substan
tial Queen Anne house with a high, complex
hip roof, brick 1st story, and slate-shingle
2nd story. The delicate, almost-Japanese
entrance porch is particularly fine, Interest
ing as a late work by Morse, it is typical of
the kind of single-family dwellings that
filled middle-class Providence neighbor
hoods in the l880s and 1890s, Beckwith
1818-1893 made at least two voyages to
India before settling into the family cotton
business. In the 1840s he was an active anti
Dorrite, He lived in the house of his father,
Truman Beckwith, at 42 College Street q.v.
until moving here, Brown University
acquired the building in 1956.

*131_ Albert Dailey House 1850: A 2½-story,
135 stuccoed-brick house with concave mansard

roof and large, stepped elI on the south side.
The 3-bay facade has a 1-story, full-width
porch; the cornice and dormers are orna
mented with scroll saw trim. The Dailey
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House is within the tradition of the farm or
modest country houses designed contem
poraneously by Thomas Tefft, and such a
design would have been appropriate in what
was then known as the Philip Allen Farm
Lots. Dailey, a lumber dealer on Dyer Street,
leased this land from Allen in 1849 and built
his house the following year. He bought the
land in 1858, following the financial embar
rassment the AlIens suffered in the Panic of
1857. Brown University acquired the prop
erty in 1955.

‘134 John D. Lewis House 1891: A large,
L-plan, asymmetrically massed, Queen
Anne house with brick 1st story, slate-
shingle 2nd story, paneled-wood trim, and
high cross-gable roof, The facade is at right
angles to the street, and the house sits at the
northern end of the lot facing a large yard.
Lewis was a manufacturer and dealer of
drugs, dyes, and dyestuffs; his mill was at
Charles and Bark Streets and his store,
Downtown on Exchange Place now Ken
nedy Plaza.

‘183- John N. Schott House 1905: Murphy &
185 Hindle, architects. A large and complex,

2½-story, shingle, L-plan, double house in
the Late Medieval/Tudor manner with
pedimented and pillared entrance porches
and overhanging 2nd and 3rd stories. In the
same area at the same time he built this, his
own residence, Schott built several other
investment properties, including 67-69
Keene Street q.v.. Schott owned a meat-
packing and wholesale provisions company
at 52-56 Randall Street,

* BROWN UNIVERSITY
Established at Warren, Rhode Island in 1764
as Rhode Island College, the school was
moved to Providence just before the Revolu
tion through the efforts of the Brown family,
which became among the school’s most
faithful and generous benefactors. Upon
receipt of a gift of $5,000 from Nicholas
Brown in 1804, the school changed its name
to Brown University. The school grew
modestly during the first half of the 19th
century with the addition of three buildings
flanking the original structure at the crest of
College Hill. The construction of Rogers Hall
in 1862 to the east of this row - and on a
section of Brown Street that ran between
George and Waterman Streets - established
the line of a second row of buildings that
defined the fourth side of what became
known as the College Green; by the end of
the century, both rows were complete. The
creation in the early 1890s of a women’s
school, Pembroke College, led to the first
move from this area, and the Pembroke
Campus grew north from Pembroke Hall at
172 Meeting Street q.v. in the late 19th and
20th centuries. Attention to campus plan
ning increased around 1900: the Augustus
Stout Van Wickle Memorial Gates 1900-01;
Hoppin & Ely and Hoppin & Koen, archi
tects were erected at the entrance to the
campus on the east end of College Street;
FL, Olmsted of Brookline was consulted to
plan Lincoln Field, the area east of the Col
lege Green; and the campus was enclosed
behind a brick-and-wrought-iron fence,

similar to and in emulation of that around
Harvard Yard in Cambridge. This main
campus, bounded by Prospect, Waterman,
Thayer, and George Streets, was filled with
buildings in the early years of the 20th cen
tury during the tenure of President William
H.P. Faunce 1899-1929; significantly,
these buildings were all in the Georgian
Revival mode, a design decision made both
to harmonize with the university’s earliest
buildings and to unify the campus. Follow
ing World War II, the school embarked on an
extensive building campaign under the lead
ership of President Henry M. Wriston 1937-
55. Wriston Quadrangle - on the block
bounded by George, Thayer, Charles Field,
and Brown Streets - the first of these
projects, was completed in 1952, West Quad
rangle - bounded by Benevolent, Brown,
and Charles Field Streets - followed in the
mid-1950s, National attention on improving
the quality of scientific expertise in the late
1950s and 1960s spurred the construction of
several new science buildings, all located in
the blocks surrounding the main campus.
These and other off-campus buildings are
listed under their street addresses elsewhere
in the inventory. The following is a selective,
chronological inventory of buildings on the
main campus and its immediately adjacent
residential quadrangles; Pembroke Campus
buildings appear on Meeting Street.

University Hall, "The College Edifice"
1770 et seq.: Robert Smith, architect. A
4½-story, brick, Colonial building with belt-
courses between stories; hip roof with bal
ustraded deck; a very simple, weather vane-
capped belfry, and pedimented projecting
central pavilions on each facade, The origi
nal - and for 50 years the only - building
at Brown, it was based on the design of
Nassau Hall at Princeton, also the work of
Smith, University Hall saw duty as a bar
racks and hospital during the Revolution, It
has undergone several renovations: 1782
repairs necessitated by the Revolution;
1834 exterior stuccoed, windows replaced,
balustrade removed; 1883 new stairways,
new, large-pane sash, new chimneys; 1905
removal of stucco and replacement of small-
pane sash; 1939-40 exterior restoration and
complete rebuilding of the interior by archi
tects Perry, Shaw and Hepburn. Now the
chief administrative building at Brown, it is a
National Historic Landmark.

Hope College 1823: A 4-story, brick Fed
eral structure with hip roof and balustrade,
pedimented central pavilion, and three fan
light doorways on east and west elevations.
Based on University Hall, Hope College is
lighter in scale and detail, and the two build
ings effectively illustrate the difference be
tween the Colonial and Federal styles.
Nicholas Brown built this structure for the
university; it was named for his sister, Hope
Brown lves, wife of Thomas Poynton Ives
see 66 Power Street. Built to augment Uni
‘ersity Hall as the school grew, it has long

been used as a dormitory.

Manning Hall 1834: James Bucklin, archi
tect. A 2-story, stuccoed-rubble, Greek
Revival temple-form structure with monu

mental Doric portico and pedimented gable
roof. It was built to house the school’s library
and chapel. In 1878 the library was moved to
Robinson Hall see 64 Waterman Street.

Rhode Island Hall 1840: James Bicklin,
architect, A 2½-story, stuccoed-rubble
Greek Revival structure with pedimented
gable roof and 5-bay facade with pilasters
between bays; the central projecting pavil
ion with pilasters and entablature contains
the entrance, Nicholas Brown was instru
mental in the construction of this building,
erected to house science classrooms.

* Rogers Hall 1862: Alpheus Morse, archi
tect. A 2½-story, brick, 5-bay-facade build
ing with a hip roof. While the format of this
building is quite traditional and not dissimi
lar from Morse’s Italianate work of the
l850s, he introduced here a new element in
two Gothicizing motifs, polychrome radiat
ing voussoirs over the round-arch windows
and Gothic detail on the bracketed hood
over the recessed entry. Rogers Hall was
built as the university’s chemistry labora
tory.

* Slater Hall 1879: Stone & Carpenter, archi
tects, A 3½-story structure with patterned
brickwork and terra cotta trim, hip roof with
cross gables, regularly grouped windows,
and twin entrances in shallow Romanesque
porches on the east and west elevations.
Slater Hall is reminiscent of the contem
porary, urban Queen Anne architecture of
London, It was part of President Robinson’s
plan to furnish good, safe housing for stu
dents, It is named for Horatio Nelson Slater,
the building’s principal donor, Much ad
mired at the time, it garnered the architects a
commission for a nearly identical building at
the University of Maine,

* Sayles Hall 1879-1881: Alpheus Morse,
architect. A 2½-story, T-shape, rough-
granite and brownstone Richardsonian
Romanesque building with polychrome
slate hip roof, The symmetrical facade is
dominated by a central, 3½-story, square
tower with a recessed arched entry. This au
ditorium and classroom building was built
by William F. Sayles see 103 Prospect
Street as a memorial to his son William
Clark Sayles, who died while an undergrad’
uate at Brown, Originally conceived in brick,
the bolder surface treatment was no doubt
influenced by H,H, Richardson’s recently
completed Trinity Church in Boston,

* Wilson Hall 1891: Gould & Angell, archi
tects, This Richardsonian Romanesque, 2½-
story, hip-roof building with projecting
gabled bays is built of random-ashlar sand
stone with brownstone trim and has regu
larly grouped windows and a recessed en
trance in a central arched portal. Like Wilson
Hall at Dartmouth College, given by the
same donor, it was erected through a be
quest from George F. Wilson to promote the
study of natural sciences, Wilson Hall is
reminiscent of Richardson’s Sever Hall at
Harvard, built in 1882, but it lacks the re
straint of that design.

* Lyman Gymnasium 1890-91: Stone, Car-
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penter & Wlllson, architects. A 2½-story terla, Including palmettes and anthemlon; 56- Albert A. Boutelle Hou.e 1892: Two-and-
brick-and-stone, Richardsonian Roman
esque structure on a high, rusticated base
ment with a low hip roof and a cylindrical
stair tower adjacent to the large, round-arch
entrance on the facade, Lyman is highly
reminiscent of Richardson’s public libraries
of the early 1880s, but here built on a larger
scale; the building was published in Ameri
ca’, Architect and Building Newson 23 Janu
ary 1892. Lyman served as the school’s
gymnasium; in 1903, the Colgate-Hoyt
swimming pool was added on the building’s
eastern end, In 1978-79, the building was
remodeled as a performing arts center, with
a large Post-Modern addition on the north
side, serving as the principal entrance from
Waterman Street, The building is named for
Daniel Wanton Lyman, director of Provi
dence Dyeing, Bleaching & Calendaring Co.
see 50-54 Valley Street.

* Main Campus Fence 1901 et seq.: Regular
ly placed brick piers with finials support the
iron fence, and centered in each iron span is
a medallion with cresting above it, The
medallions bear the date of the class that
gave that particular span. Centered on the
Front Green and facing College Street are
the Van Wickle Gates 1901; Hoppin & Ely
with Hoppin & Koen, architects, erected
with funds from a bequest by Augustus
Stout Van Wickle, class of 1876. Other, less
imposing gates were erected at the minor
entrances to the campus during the first dec
ade of the 20th century. The fence and gates
were inspired by those erected at Harvard
from designs by McKim, Mead & White,

* Rockefeller Hall, now Faunce House 1903,
1929-30: McKim, Mead & White, architects;
Clarke & Howe, architects for addition, A
large, 3-story, Georgian Revival building of
brick with limestone trim, Two long, central-
pavilion units are joined by a large archway
- opposite Brown Street - surmounted by
a Palladian window, The western portion
was built through a donation of John D.
Rockefeller, The addition was built with
funds from John D, Rockefeller, Jr., class of
1897, on the stipulation that the whole be
named for Brown president Dr. William H.P.
Faunce.

* Carrie Tower 1904: Guy Lowell, architect.
A tall, square, free-standing bell tower in the
modernized English Baroque style, with en
trance to the tower in a granite base decor
ated with swags; battered-red’brick, fluted
shaft surmounted by carved-granite clock
faces on four sides; and urn-finial balustrade
around open lantern with copper dome, The
tower was given by Paul Bajnotti in memory
of his wife, Carrie Mathilde Brown Bajnotti;
his other memorial to his wife is the Bajnotti
Fountain in City Hall Park on Exchange Ter
race q.v..

* John Carter Brown Library 1899-1904:
Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge, architects, A
fine example of turn-of-the-century Beaux
Arts classicism, this is a cruciform-plan
structure of Indiana limestone with a pantile
hip roof, monumental temple-form project
ing Ionic portico in antis, and elaborate acro

the Brown University crest is carved in the
tympanum. The structure was built to house
the John Carter Brown collection of Ameri
cana, moved here from the Brown family
house at 357 Benefit Street q.v..

* Soldiers’ Memorial Gateway 1921: Shep
ley, Rutan & Coolidge, architects, A lime
stone gateway in the form of a Roman trium
phal arch, Soldiers’ Gate gives access to Lin
coln Field from Thayer Street. William
Gammell, class of 1878, initiated the con
struction of this memorial to the 43 Brown
men who died in World War I.

* Wriston Quadrangle 1949-1952: Perry,
Shaw & Hepburn, architects, Bounded by
George, Thayer, Charles Field, and Brown
Streets, Wriston Quadrangle contains a
group of 3½-story, brick-sheathed Georgian
Revival dormitories arranged around several
carefully conceived courtyards. Stylistically,
the buildings relate to 18th-century-Virginia
prototypes, an expected obeisance for the
architectural firm responsible for the restora
tion of Colonial Williamsburg, at the behest
of and funded largely by John D. Rocke
feller, Jr., class of 1897. While this complex
greatly expanded dormitory space for the
university, its construction necessitated the
demolition or removal of 30 early 19th-
century houses, The quadrangle was named
in 1955 in honor of Henry M. Wriston, presi
dent of Brown from 1937 to 1955.

* West Quadrangle 1956-57: Perry, Shaw &
Hepburn, architects, A group of 4- and 5-
story, brick-sheathed neo-Georgian dormi
tories arranged in a double rectangle around
two courtyards, West Quad was a further
expansion of dormitory space for the grow
ing university in the post-World War II
years. Like Wriston Quad, its construction
necessitated the demolition of a number of
19th-century dwellings, including Russell
Warren’s magnificent Shepard House 1840
at 19 Charles Field Street. This loss of part of
Providence’s historic fabric was one of the
motivating factors in the establishment of
the Providence Preservation Society, found
ed in February 1956.

* Graduate Center 1969: Shepley, Bulfinch,
Richardson & Abbott, architects, A group of
4, brick-and-reinforced-concrete towers, 6
stories high 2 levels below grade in an exca
vated "yard", arranged in a quincunx with a
large, 3-story activities center in the middle,
Though designed to house Brown’s growing
number of graduate students, it has always
appealed more to upperclassmen.

BROWNELL STREET
19 Capitol Chambers ca. 1915: Built in a

vaguely Colonial-cum-Mission style, the
3½-story, stuccoed structure has a hip roof,
bracketed cornice, and 1-story, porches on
both side elevations, Capitol Chambers was
constructed as a lodging house in the middle
of the 2nd decade of the 20th century, pro
viding space for legislators and others who
came to Providence to transact business at
the State House nearby.

a-half stories high with a cross-gable roof
and a smaller projecting gable on the facade,
the Boutelle House has a handsome spindle-
detailed entrance porch and diaperwork
panels in the gable ends. Built by a machin
ist, the house is typical of Queen Anne 2-
family houses on Smith Hill,

57 Mowry-Nicholson House 1856, 1864,
1877: Built by the contracting firm, Mowry
& Steere as William G.R. Mowry’s resi
dence, the house was originally a cruciform-
plan Italianate villa, William T. Nicholson,
owner of Nicholson File Company, bought
the house in 1865 to be closer to his newly
built factory at 23 Acorn Street q.v. in the
Woonasquatucket River Valley. He remod
eled the building in 1867 and completed a
northwest addition, including the 3’/3 -story
tower with oculus windows and a steeply
pitched roof, in 1877, The shed dormer on
the cross-gable roof was added in the early
twentieth century, perhaps in the mid-1920s
when the building was divided into small
apartments.

BUCKLIN STREET
160 Gilbert Stuart Junior High School 1931:

Office of the Commissioner of Public Build
ings, architects, This large, 3-story, yellow-
brick, Neoclassical structure has a pedi
mented front portico. It was part of the city’s
last major public-school building campaign,
carried out between the two World Wars,

215 William Sandford Hoyt House ca. 1860:
One of Elmwood’s few Italianate dwellings,
this narrow and deep, 2-story, hip-roof
structure has an arcaded porch and project
ing eaves supported on console brackets.
Hoyt, a wood engraver, probably built this
as an investment property.

333 Union Railroad Company Depot, Stable,
and Car Barn front part, 1865: James C.
Bucklin, architect. The original section is a
plain, 2’/z-story, brick structure, with cross-
gable roof and, small cupola. In 1865 the
Union Railroad Company, under whose aus
pices all the horse railroads in Providence
were consolidated, opened a horse-car line
down Broad Street, Elmwood Avenue, and
Earl Street; this depot was at its terminus,

BURNETT STREET
15- Prince A. Potter House ca. 1887: One of
17 Elmwood’s finest Queen Anne dwellings,

this exuberant, cross-gable-roof, double-
entrance, 2-family house has broad bay-
window units and a gabled entry porch. The
gables display in bold relief the sunburst or
rising sun motif so popular in the 1880s. Pot
ter was a merchant.

66 Richard H. Deming House ca. 1870: One
of the largest and most elaborate dwellings
in Elmwood, this is a richly decorated 2-
story, asymmetrical, mansard-roof structure,
with bracketed window hoods and cornices
and an exuberant entrance porch with Re
naissance-inspired detail. The interiors
contain fine, French Renaissance Revival
mantelpieces. woodwork, and ornamental
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plasterwork. Deming 1842-1902 was a cot
ton broker, at first in the firm of George H.
Hoppin & Deming, and later as senior part
ner in RH. Deming & Company. He served
the city as councilman, alderman, trustee of
the Parks Board, and police commissioner,

71 Alonzo and Edward Stanley House 1873:
This two-family house is an elaborate, cross-
gable-roof structure with paired bracket trim
on the eaves, bay window, and entrance-
porch. Alonzo Stanley was a builder,

BUTLER AVENUE
104 Walter H. Coe Carriage House 1908:

Stone, Carpenter & Sheldon, architects, An
unusual 2-story, brick and half-timbered,
flat-roof Tudor Revival house and artist’s
studio with a recessed entrance and project
ing, elaborately half-timbered 2nd story
supported on sturdy carved brackets and
surmounted by a modillion cornice, This
unusual building probably originated as a
stable and carriage house for Coe, who lived
a couple of blocks away at 158 Medway
Street, By 1919, Coe had converted it into a
residence and rented it out: Frederick Barrett,
a chauffeur, was the first resident listed at
this address.

163 Lorenzo Sears House 1891: A large. 2½-
story, shingled, cross-gable-roof house with
a large front porch and half-timbering in the
front gable window and on the square turret.
Although this house has been somewhat al
tered, it is still a distinctive architectural
composition. Sears 1838-1916 was a pro
fessor of rhetoric and oratory at Brown
University.

228- Buena Vista Apartments 1913: Frank W,
236 Woods, architect, This early apartment

building is a rectangular, 3½ -story, stuccoed,
hip-roof structure, Its twin entrances are
sheltered by elaborate cast-iron and glass
canopies suspended by rods from cast-stone
grotesques. The entrance canopies flank a
carved stone placque bearing the name
"Buena Vista." This building - with picture
windows, exposed rafter ends, and colossal
eaves brackets - is typical of the early 20th-
century apartment buildings in Providence,
Woods had designed the first major apart
ment building in Providence, the Minden, at
123 Waterman Street in 1912 q.v.; see 98
Irving Avenue, 380 Lloyd Avenue, and 86
Whitmarsh Street for other apartment build
ings by Woods. Woods designed this apart
ment building for E.A. Hopkins.

271 Christopher A. Fierce House 1870: An
asymmetrical, 2½-story, mansard-roof, Sec
ond Empire house with a large front porch
and bracketed window caps. Pierce was a
partner in Hill & Pierce, a coal company on
South Water Street,

CABOT STREET
*29 Jane S. Hammond House 1887: El. Nick-
31 erson, architect, A 2½-story, clapboard-and-

shingle Queen Anne double house with a
cross-gable roof and pedimented dormers;
twin turned-post porches with Japanesque
railings are on the front of the house, Lo

cated at the corner of Meeting Street, it is
engulfed by the Wheeler School campus see
218 Hope Street. Mrs. Hammond was the
recent widow of Barnabus B. Hammond, a
lawyer, when she built this house, She lived
here until her death in 1907. The building’s
design eccentricities typify Nickerson’s
work,

CACTUS STREET
84- Wendell W. Steere House 1897, ca. 1936: A
86 1½-story double house with a projecting

vestibule and barrel-roof dormers, This
handsome and unusual dwelling uses tradi
tional vernacular forms to suggest a quaint
early 19th-century building. Steere remod
eled this late 19th-century dwelling built by
Thomas Quirk, a jeweler, to achieve this
effect,

CAHILL STREET
359 Ansel Sweet House 1887: A 2½-story. 2-

family house set gable end to the street with
a 2-bay facade, a 2-story bay window in the
left, and a pedimented hood supported on
scroll consoles above the entrance on the
right. Sweet, partner in Sweet, Fletcher &
Co., jewelry manufacturers, built this as an
investment; he lived nearby at 174 Potters
Avenue q.v..

439- William H. Midwood House 1894: A 2½-
441 story, end-gable-roof, Queen Anne 2-family

house with bracketed cornice, scalloped
bargeboards, and spindlework porch. Mid-
wood, a partner in H. Midwood and Sons,
wholesale grocers at 100 Dyer Street, lived
in one of the units with his family,

CALAIS STREET
43- Patrick Conway Tenement 1873: This 2½-
45 story, flank-gable-roof, 6-bay-facade tene

ment contains four units, Conway was a
teamster, This dwelling, because of its prox
imity to the old Brown & Sharpe works,
housed workers at that factory in the 19th
and early 20th centuries,

CALDER STREET
43 Joseph Williams House ca. 1783: The old

est building in Elmwood, this long, 2-story,
flank-gable-roof structure with rear elI, was
probably built by Joseph Williams, a great-
great-great-grandson of Roger Williams,
Joseph Williams’s 80-acre farm included
most of the land between Elmwood Avenue
and Cranston Street from Potters Avenue to
Mashapaug Pond, The part of the property
on which the house stood was last farmed by
Paul Coffin, who sold it in 1849 to George
W. Crocker, Crocker immediately subdi
vided the farm. The house itself, which origi
nally stood on the south side of Potters Ave
nue between Dexter and Plymouth Streets,
was moved to its present location between
1852 and 1859. The flank-gable front por
tion was extended to the north and the inte
rior largely rebuilt between 1859 and 1875; a
2-story bay-window unit was added to the
front probably at the turn of the century.

CAMDEN AVENUE

51 Charles Kelley House ca. 1875: Set end to

the street, this cottage has a 2-bay facade
with a large bay window and a hooded en
trance, Decorative trim includes a diamond-
pattern jigsaw cornice and hoodmolds over
the side and attic windows, This handsome
ly detailed cottage is typical of the small,
single-family houses built on Smith Hill in
the 1870s, mostly by Irishmen,, Kelley is
listed as a sexton in Providence directories of
the period.

83 Charles Dowler House 1867: Two-and-a-
half stories high with a 3-bay facade, the
Dowler house is distinguished by its round-
arch windows on the 2nd story and its dentil
cornice, This is the first and more modest of
two houses built on Smith Hill by Dowler, a
native of Birmingham, England, who came
to Providence in 1863 as a gunsmith to make
munitions for the Union effort in the Civil
War see 581 Smith Street.

CAMP STREET
99- Holy Name Church Complex 1896-1900,

109 1929, 1939: Murphy, Hindle & Wright, ar
chitects, This 3-building complex includes a
church, rectory, and school, all designed fol
lowing vaguely Mediterranean Renaissance
prototypes. The earliest building here was
the church, designed by A.J. Murphy in the
manner of 15th- and 16th-century Italian
churches; this large, basilica-plan structure
built of limestone has an impressive facade
of engaged Corinthian columns and pilas
ters. Side elevations are simply articulated,
with round-arch windows in the aisles and
clerestories, At the rear of the nave, on the
south side, is a simple, square, 4-story cam
panile with an open belfry with ogee roof,
Behind the brick apse is the parish’s 19th-
century brick chapel. The 2-story, buff-brick,
tile-hip-roof rectory followed in 1929; this
large, rectangular dwelling has elaborate
cast-stone trim, Reminiscent of picturesque
country houses of the 1920s, it was designed
by O’MaIley & Fitzsimmons. The same
architectural firm designed the school, com
pleted in 1939; similar to the rectory. the
2-story building has patterned-brick walls
and elaborate fenestration, including a large
palladian motif unifying a set of 3 double
doors on the Camp Street elevation. Holy
Name was established in the 19th century to
serve the largely Irish population working
nearby in the mills around Randall Square.

125 Austen H. King House 190W: A large, boxy,
2½-story center-hall-plan house with 3-bay
facade, deep front proch, and high hip roof.
Over the entrance is a semicircular bay win
dow with paired Ionic columns. King ran a
fruit-and-confectionery sales company. He
moved here after his retirement in 1899 and
remained here until his death in 1913.

137 Selah H. Clark House 1859: A 2½-story,
L-plan Italianate house with bracketed
eaves, paneled corner pilasters, and long
porch with trelliswork piers and trefoil rail
ing ornaments, Clark chased i.e., embossed
or decorated jewelry.

149- Willard B. Scott House 1854: A large,3-
153 story Italianate house with a low hip roof,
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scroll consoles at the wide, paneled eaves
soffits, elaborate door hood with scroll con
soles, and round-arch windows on the 2nd
story. The bay windows and 3rd-story shin
gling are later alterations. The house has a
brick, 20th-century storefront at basement
level. Scott managed a jewelry firm.

184 Allen P. Young House 1880: A large, 2’/2’
story, center-hall-plan Italianate house with
a low hip roof, 3-bay facade, and small en
trance porch with paneled piers and iron
cresting. Young was a foreman at the Provi
dence Tool Company.

220 Henry Clulee House 1873: A clapboard-
and-red-slate, cross-gable-roof cottage with
Queen Anne features added in 1894, includ
ing large, octagonal tower with cresting, side
bay window with colored-pane-bordered
sash, and spindlework front porch with
cresting. Clulee was a silversmith.

CANAL STREET
The original section of this street was estab
lished in 1792 and ran from Market Square
to Steeple Street; it followed the east abut
ment of the new Weybosset Bridge erected at
the same time, In 1828, the street was ex
tended north to Smith Street, and its name
was changed from North Water Street to
Canal Street, a change that coincided with
the construction of the Blackstone Canal
from Providence to Worcester, Massachu
setts, Never particularly successful, espe
cially after the advent of the railroad, the
canal was abandoned in the late 1840s, Por
tions of it remain extant in northern Rhode
Island as well as here, paralleling Canal
Street north from Lonsdale Street.

fl5 Rhode Island School of Design Auditori
um 1940: Philip D. Creer, architect. A 5-
story, steel-frame, brick-and-stone-clad
structure in a modernized Georgian Revival
mode, Its interior is a particularly fineexam
ple of the Moderne of the 1930s, The Geor
gian-cum-Moderne exterior was designed to
harmonize with the Colonial and Federal
buildings nearby and represents a continua
tion of the school’s contextual architecture
built beginning with the College Building at
2 College Street q.v.. Unfortunately, how
ever, a number of architecturally interesting
buildings were demolished to make way
for this building, including John Holden
Greene’s Granite Block of 1823.

25 Morris Plan Building 1926: Jackson,
Robertson & Adams, architects, A 2-story,
brick-clad Federal Revival building with a
4-bay facade and false-end-gable roof. The
full-length round-arch 1st story windows
illuminate the banking room, and the en
trance in the northernmost bay leads to a
handsome, 2-story hall with large wall
painting. The Morris Plan Bank was reor
ganized as Plantations Bank in 1946 and
moved to 61 Weybosset Street q.v., and
Workmen’s Compensation then occupied
the building. In 1985, it was undergoing re
habilitation for occupation by Rhode Island
School of Design.

31 Insurance Building 1929: Clarke & Howe,

architects, An 8’story, steel-frame, cast-
stone clad office building in the Georgian
Revival mode. The building sits on an ar
caded base, three bays wide on the facade,
and the upper section is 5 bays wide and 9
bays deep. The facade is capped by a pedi
ment reminiscent of that on the Joseph
Brown House see 50 South Main Street.
This building was constructed by the Cheap-
side Land Co.. Byron S. Watson, trustee, as
an investment, Blue Cross acquired the
building in 1946 and remained here un
til moving to 444 Westminster Street in
1966 q.v..

*55 Arnold Hoffman Building 1848: A typical,
mid-19th-century commercial/warehouse
block, this 4½-story brick structure has stone
lintels above the windows and stone facing
on the somewhat altered storefront. Now a
rare survivor, it is representative of the many
buildings that once lined Providence’s
waterfront on the east side of the Providence
River. The Arnold Hoffman firm, estab
lished in 1813, manufactured chemicals for
textile production, particularly dyes and
softeners, The company remained in this lo
cation from 1849 until the early 1960s, From
1967 until 1979, it housed the Department of
Architecture of the Rhode Island School of
Design.

CANDACE STREET
This street was part of the Allen family plat
of 1847, Streets in the plat were named for
family members or forebears, in this in
stance, for Candace Allen see 12 Benevolent
Street.

31 Providence Public Library, Smith Hill
Branch 1932: Albert Harkness, architect, A
1’/:-story, hip-roof, Modem Georgian, brick
building with a projecting central entrance
pavilion. It superseded the North End
Branch of the Public Library see 150 Empire
Street, begun under the auspices of the
North End Working Girls Club in 1910 and
located in rented quarters at 49 0mm Street.
This was built as part of a campaign begun in
the mid-1920s to build branch libraries
around the city and to move from rented
quarters. Other branches stand at 445 Prairie
Avenue, 708 Hope Street, and 233 Veazie
Street q.v..

32 John T. Reilly House 1874: A typical, 2’12’
story, end-gable-roof, 2-bay facade, 2-family
dwelling, the Reilly House has a side-hall
entrance flanked by a 2-story bay window
on the facade and is trimmed with simple,
stock, bracketed detail. Reilly was a cigar-
box manufacturer who rented accommoda
tions for his family on nearby Bernon Street
until he moved here,

95 John T Rafferty House 1877: Two-and-a-
half stories high with a gable roof set end to
the street and bracketed trim, the Rafferty
House, like 32 Candace, is typical of the
hundreds of 2-family houses erected in
Providence between 1875 and 1895, A sig
nificant number of these houses remains on
Smith Hill. Rafferty was a carpenter and
probably built this house himself,

CARPENTER STREET
*293 Isaac Chace House ca. 1842: A 2½-story

Greek Revival house with paneled pilasters
and an aedicular entrance centered on the
5-bay facade, Chace was a molder at the
High Street Furnace Company, located near
here on Westminster Street in the mid-l9th
century.

999 Grant Mill before 1857, Ca. 1910: A plain,
4-story, brick mill with segmental-arch win
dows, it is built around an earlier, stucco-
and-stone mill, The original mill was built
by Schubael Grant for the manufacture of
textiles in what was in the mid-l9th-century
a remote quarter, near neither the railroad
lines nor the rivers. It was operated by vari
ous individuals in the mid-l9th century, in
cluding Grant’s son Henry Townsend Grant,
the latter’s father-in-law, WilliamA, Howard,
and John Hopkins Clarke see 101-103 Wil
liams Street, who owned the property in
1857. In 1871, the cotton-manufacturing
firm 5.5. & R. Knight bought the property
and fitted it with 8,000 spindles. The Knight
family sold the company to a New York cor
poration in 1920, and textile production,
under the Fruit of the Loom label; continued
here until 1926, when the company declared
bankruptcy. Since 1935, the mill has housed
Blacher Brothers, jewelry manufacturers,
This is the only extant mill in Providence
associated with the important Knight firm,

*3QQ James F. Johnson House ca. 1870: A 2½-
story, mansard-roof house with a bracketed
hood over the entrance. Johnson, a carpenter
who lived at the corner of Marshall and Car
penter Streets, probably built this as a house
for his children,

*352 William S. Huntoon Row ca. 1880: A 2½-
356 story, apartment row with a mansard roof

and single and paired entrances under
heavy, bracketed hoods, Huntoon was a
cigar manufacturer with quarters at 10
Courtland Street in 1869; by 1876, the firm
had become Huntoon & Gorham, tobacco
nists, at 43 Westminster Street,

CARR STREET
146 Joseph E. Costello House 1931: A 2½-

story, tapestry brick house with a green tile,
hip roof; irregularly spaced casement win
dows; and a modified Palladian-motif en
trance crowned with a pediment, Small. 1-
story wings flank the central block, This is a
picturesque, vaguely Mediterranean inter
pretation of the standard l92Os Colonial
Revival format, The Costello brothers owned
a wholesale confectionery and tobacco busi
ness on Sabin Street.

50- Auburn Realty Company Houses 1936-37:
152 Two tracts of 1½- and 2-story, Colonial

esque, standard-plan houses notable for the
variation in their facade designs. These
houses were the precursors of the huge sub
urban subdivisions of the post World War II
period. They were occupied soon after com
pletion by middle-class homeowners,

161 Mabel L. Steere House ca. 1917: A 2½-
story, flank-gable-roof, 5-bay-facade, mul
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tiple-family Georgian Revival dwelling not- 1861: Built as a gun manufactory, this slm- United States House of Representatives In
able for its excellent detailing including
pedimented fenestration on the 1st-floor
facade, It is one of Providence’s most accu
rate reproductions of a colonial building.

CATALPA ROAD
3- Gilbane Houses 1902-1904: Murphy &

16 Hindle, architects, Eleven, 2’/2-story Colo
nial Revival houses built as a speculative
development by the Gilbane Building Com
pany and sold through the Real Estate Im
provement Company. Although there are
only two basic floor plans in this tract - a
modified side-hall-plan with either an end-
gable roof or a hip roof, and a center-hall
model with a flank gambrel roof - the
house types are alternated on the street and
varied enough in minor details such as porch
railing designs to create an impression of
individuality and uniqueness. The houses on
Catalpa Road, with detached garages, are a
well-preserved sample of some of the best
middle-income speculative tract housing of
the early 20th century.

CATHEDRAL SQUARE
* Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul 1878:

Patrick C. Keeley, architect, High Victorian
Romanesque/Gothic Revival, cruciform-
plan church faced in rough-hewn sandstone
ashlar with tall, twin towers dominating the
facade. Gothicizing details include ogival
arch windows in the nave and rose windows
in the transepts and over the triple entrance
on the faade, The handsome interior in the
pointed Gothic style is finished with grey
marble, This building was erected to replace
the first Roman Catholic church in the city.
built on this site in 1838, Providence was
designated an independent diocese in 1872,
and this structure was designed to serve the
needs of the major center of Roman Catholi
cism that Rhode Island became in the late
19th century because of immigration from
Ireland and Italy. The cathedral has been a
major landmark since its completion, though
its environs have changed drastically in re
cent years. Once at the intersection of two
major thoroughfares, Westminster and Wey
bosset Streets, and surrounded by low-rise
domestic and commercial structures, the
cathedral now faces an open plaza designed
by F.M. Pei and Zion & Breen and sits amid
modern structures erected during the Wey
bosset Hill redevelopment project of the
1970s,

CENTRAL STREET
*49. Orrin E. Jones Warehouse 1895-96, en-
59 larged before 1900: Gould, Angell & Swift.

architects. A massive 5- and 6-story, flat-
roof, brick structure with a dignified, brown
stone-trimmed facade and brick-corbel cor
nice. A prominent flag staff is centered
above the facade, jones Warehouses, Inc., a
moving and storage company, still uses this
handsome complex. Architecturally, its only
peer in the city is Merchants’ Cold Storage
Warehouse at 160 Kinsley Avenue q.v.,
also built in the 1890s to the design of a
major architectural firm,

Winsor & Brown Gun Manufactory ca.

pie, 3½-story structure set end to the street
has a clerestory monitor roof, Architec
turally, the building follows the configura
tion of early textile mills, Since 1893, it has
served as one of the Jones Warehouses
buildings.

CHAD BROWN STREET
[260] Chad Brown-Admiral Terrace Housing

Project 1941-42, 1950-51: Maximilian Un
tersee was the supervising architect for this
project built by the Housing Authority of the
City of Providence, created in 1939 as a rec
ommendation of a special committee ap
pointed by the City Council in 1937 to study
low-cost housing and slum clearance, Chad
Brown, the first of seven similar housing
projects in the city, rose on thirteen acres of
unimproved land bounded by Chad Brown,
March, Berkshire, and June Streets, The Ad
miral Terrace project, completed in 1951, in
creased to 590 the number of dwelling units
in the 2-story, brick structures, Built with
Federal funding - first provided by the
Wagner-Steagall Act of 1937 - to provide
temporary low-income housing, the Chad
Brown-Admiral Terrace Project had become
a place of last resort for individuals on fixed
income by the late 1950s, The deterioration
of the project in the l960s and l970s led to
efforts to refurbish Providence housing pro
jects: beginning in the spring of 1977, a plan
was implemented to improve conditions at
Chad Brown, including improvements to oc
cupied buildings and demolition of many
neglected and irreparably vandalized units.

CHAFEE STREET AT
CAPRON STREET
Chafee Street Police Station 1890: A
vaguely Romanesque Revival, 2-story, red
brick, hip-roof building with eclectic detail
ing including an elaborate corbel cornice and
round-arch fenestration, It ceased operation
as a police station in l947and was converted
into a community center,

CHALKSTONE AVENUE
*491_ Double House 1891: Prescott 0. Clarke

493 1858-1936, the prominent Providence ar
chitect principal in Clarke & Howe. built
this 2½-story Queen Anne double house; it
has a cross-gable roof and symmetrical
massing. Clarke built several investment
properties on Smith Hill in the late 1880s
and early 1890s, but most are tenements.
Such double houses are rare in Smith Hill,

9o3h/:Thomas Davis House ca. 1850: The
*5071/1 original Davis House was a cruciform-plan

Greek Revival cottage with a 3-bay facade,
which is still intact at 503½ Chalkstone,
When the area was platted into house lots
and filled with tenements in the 1890s, the
structure was divided into the T-shape
building at 503 ½ Chalkstone and the rectan
gular structure at 507½ Chalkstone, Davis,
born in Kilkenny, Ireland, in 1806, emi
grated to Providence as a child, and made
his fortune in jewelry manufacturing. He be
came active in state intellectual and political
life and remained so until his death in 1891.
Davis was elected as an abolitionist to the

1852. While a native Irishman and the first
of his countrymen to represent Rhode Island
in Washington, Davis was more closely al
lied to the exisitng Yankee society than to
the growing numbers of Irish immigrants.
His wife, Paulina Wright Davis, was an ar
dent supporter of women’s suffrage, and her
salons, both at this house and at the stately
Gothic mansion the Davises built in 1869 at
the corner of Chalkstone Avenue and Ray
mond Street, were filled with intellectual lu
minaries who discussed the vital issues of
the day. Upon his death, Davis left his sec
ond house and grounds to the city of Provi
dence: Davis Park remained an important
part of the city’s recreational facilities until it
was replaced by the Veterans’ Hospital in
the late 1940s,

532 Daniel McDuff House ca. 1867: This
simple, 2½-story late Greek Revival
dwelling has a 5-bay facade with center en
trance, McDuff, listed as a laborer in Provi
dence directories, bought two lots of the
AC, Smith Plat in 1858, but did not com
plete his house until 1867. The McDuffs re
mained in this house until well into the 20th
century.

551- Erastus N. Steere House 11856: This 2½-
553 story Greek Revival house has a cross-gable

roof, stucco sheathing, heavy lintels over its
upper-story windows, and modillion raking
and eaves cornice, Built by one of the most
important mid- 19th-century speculative de
velopers on Smith Hill, the Steere House
was the first dwelling erected on the 1856
Hardenburg Purchase Plat, which included
Camden Avenue, Danforth Street, and
Charlotte Street now closed. Steere devel
oped part of the Hardenburg Plat and con
tinued to invest in real estate until the 1880s.
In 1875 Steere moved to a more fashionable
Second Empire house at 50 Common Street
q.v.. By the early 20th century, 551-553
Chalkstone Avenue had been converted to
flats on the upper stories, and the 1st floor
had been altered to accommodate a store;
such conversions of residential buildings
were common during the period on major
traffic arteries in the city.

619 United Presbyterian Church 1895: A sim
ple Romanesque structure of brick with
brownstone and slate trim, this church has a
steep gable roof set end to the street, round-
arch windows in the facade, and a corner
tower with an arcaded belfry. Located here
to serve the rapidly increasing population at
the western edge of Smith Hill - and partic
ularly immigrants from Nova Scotia - the
United Presbyterian Church continued until
the 1970s to play an active role in Smith Hill
community affairs through such agencies as
its senior citizens programs.

660- Elise J. Bourneuf House 1891: Two-and-
662 a-half stories high with an end-gable roof

and a 2-story bay window on the facade, this
house has a double entrance in a spindle-
work porch. Bourneuf, a blacksmith, built
this 2-family house, typical of those on this
part of Chalkstone Avenue, soon after lots
were first offered for sale here in the 1887
Mason and Okie Plat,
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721 Nathanael Greene Middle School 1929: A house, almost identical to the one at 91 2-, and 3-story, flat-roof, brick mill struc
long, 3-story, yellow brick, flat-roof Tudor
Gothic style building with an entrance pavil
ion flanked by octagonal turrets, This was
one of quite a number of new schools built at
this time, all designed by the architects of the
Office of the Commissioner of Public Build
ings.

825 Homeopathic Hospital of Rhode. Island
1926: Kendall Taylor & Co., architects, A 4-
story, brick-and-limestone trimmed, flat-
roof, U-plan Georgian Revival building with
a projecting limestone center tower, This
building was enlarged in 1927 by the addi
tion of a nurses’ home and training school
designed by Jackson, Robertson and Adams,
in association with Clark and Howe. Home
opathic Hospital, founded in 1878 in a house
at 151 Morris Avenue, was renamed Roger
Williams General Hospital on February 19,
1947.

912 Eliza Astle House ca. 1855: A boxy, 2-
story, low-hip-roof, 3-bay-facade ltalianate
house with bracketed eaves, paired win
dows, and a later Colonial Revival porch
across the front, Astle was a jeweler.

1039 Castle Theatre 1925: A small, 2-story,
brick neighborhood movie house with an
Art Deco porcelain-tile and terra cotta faced
facade and a stainless steel and enameled
metal marquee. It is a restrained and well-
preserved example of the neighborhood
movie theaters built throughout American
cities after motion-pictures became a re
spectable form of family entertainment.

CHANNING AVENUE
50 Benjamin P. Moulton House 1915 et seq.:

A large, rambling, asymmetrical, 2-story,
brick, hip-roof Georgian Revival house with
a deep portico sheltering a deeply recessed
entrance and long rambling wings with in
formally arranged fenestration. Moulton
was treasurer of the Remington Printing
Company as well as the city police commis
sioner,

CHAPIN AVENUE
45 Charles L. Stark House 1884: A 2½-story

double house with a curving mansard roof
broken by a projecting 6-sided front bay. De
tailing includes handsome Italianate double
porches with iron balconies, curved brackets
under the cornice and a simple bargeboard
on steep-gable dormers, Stark was a book
keeper.

*51 Charles F. Wescott House 1884: A 2½
story Queen Anne house with a gable roof
broken by a large projecting front gable, a
fine Eastlakean front portico with a spindle-
work screen and heavy posts, a delicate
finial on a small hipped dormer, sunburst
designs on window panels, and brackets un
der the front bay. Wescott was in the jewelry
industry.

*74 Herbert Maine House ca- 1889: A 2½-story
house with a slate mansard roof and gable-
roof dormers which repeat cornice treatment
with modillions and dentils, This elaborate

Chapin Street, was built as an income prop
erty by Herbert Maine of the grocery firm of
Arnold & Maine, See 91 Chapin Avenue.

*91 Benjamin F. Arnold House ca. 1889: A
2½-story slate-mansard-roof house. The
only differences in detailing from 74 Chapin
Street are the pedimented portico, the re
moval of an original window pediment, and
the patterned shingles on the 2nd story.
Arnold was the other partner in Arnold &
Maine and, like Maine, used this house as an
income property see 74 Chapin Avenue; he
lived across the Parade grounds at 89-91
Parade Street,

CHARLES STREET
*47 Fletcher Manufacturing Company Office

1869: A handsome 3½-story brick office
and loft building with a date stone on the
facade, brownstone trim, mansard roof, and
bracketed dormers; a 3-story brick addition
adjoins this structure at its southern end,
Thomas Fletcher founded the company in
1793 for the production of narrow fabrics
such as lampwicks. The company moved to
Providence from Boston in 1808, and the
firm built the first structure of its once-
extensive Charles Street complex in 1844.
Now the only survivor is the mill office -

the southernmost building in the complex
and appropriately the closest to the northern
end of the central business district. Fletcher’s
sons expanded the business to include pro
duction of laces, twine, yarns, and spindle
bandings. The company incorporated in
1865 and remained in this location through
out its history. The International Braid Com
pany bought this complex as well as the
Elmwood Mills see 222 Daboll Street in the
early 20th century. Like most textile mills in
Providence, this was abandoned in the
1950s, Fire destroyed the rest of the complex
in 1970. The Stillman White Foundry at I
Bark Street q.v. and the Fletcher Office
Block are all that remain of the once exten
sive Randall Square industrial district, Both
buildings were sympathetically rehabilitated
for new commercial use in the late l970s,

[55] Moshassuck Square Apartments 1972:
William D. Warner, architect. A row of 3-
and 4-story, cast-stone-trimmed brick build
ings varied in profile, articulation, and siting.
This contextually designed row overlooks
the Moshassuck River; it is a key element in
the revitalization of Randall Square, a pro
ject by and large conceived and achieved by
Warner, the architect for this handsome row
see 400-456 North Main Street.

201 American Mathematical Society 1972-74:
Lester Millman, architect, A sprawling, 1-
story brick-clad building with a flat roof and
battered walls. Built on land cleared in Ran
dall Square following the destruction of
most of the 19th-century mills by fire in
1971, this building is the national headquar
ters for a scholarly association which had
been located in Providence for several
decades,

387 Silver Spring Bleaching and Dyeing Com
pany 1864 et seq.: A large complex of I-,

tures; some of the buildings have low gable
roofs with clerestory monitors and corbel
cornices, The office ca. 1890, at the south
ern end of the complex, is a 2-story, brick,
flat-roof structure with segmental-arch win
dows and a corbel cornice, In 1864 Henry
Lippitt governor of Rhode Island, 1875-77
and Charles Merriman bought the land,
buildings, and water rights to Frieze and
Dow’s bleachery on the West River, incorpo
rated as the Silver Spring Bleaching and
Dyeing Company, and began expansion of
the existing plant. The water used for fabric
finishing was quite clear hence the name;
the company throve and added cloth print
ing to its operations in 1877 after Lippitt’s
son Charles governor of Rhode Island.
1895-97 joined the firm, By the late 1890s
the bleachery had expanded considerably
and employed nearly 600 workers, In 1905,
the U.S. Finishing Company - a large tex
tile combine which also owned the Queen
Dyeing Company at 325 Valley Street q.v.
- bought the complex and continued fabric
finishing in this location until 1939; by the
1950s, the company had closed all of its
Rhode Island facilities, The complex is now
occupied by several light industries and
shops.

827 John Gillan House ca. 1865: A 2½-story,
stuccoed fieldstone house with a 1½-story
wing, bell-cast mansard roofs, and modillion
cornices; its 3-bay facade has a center en
trance, Gillan, a stoker, was born in Ireland
ca, 1825, As late as 1895, this was the only
house at the northern end of Charles Street,

CHARLES FIELD STREET
S Charles Lippitt House ca. 1853: A 2½-
7 story double house with an octagonal

cupola; its 6-bay facade is graced by an Ionic
double-entrance portico. This imposing resi
dence, set on a high bank, is a fine example
of the mixed Greek Revival/Bracketed mode
so common in Providence, Behind the
house, facing a cobblestone court, is the Lip-
pitt coachman’s house, A brother of Henry
Lippitt see 199 Hope Street, Charles Lippitt
was involved in textile manufacturing see
387 CharLes Street.

*35 Solomon Townsend House 1827: This 2½-
story, late Federal house has a gable roof
with a low, balustraded monitor; 4, tall,
characteristically Federal, interior end-wall
chimneys; a 5-bay facade framed by quoins;
and a central doorway in an Ionic enframe
ment with sidelights. The entrance is
reached by a double flight of stone steps
with a handsome, wrought iron railing.
From 1838 until his death in 1865, Edward
5, Hall, minister of the First Unitarian
Church see 301 Benefit Street lived here;
after his death, his widow moved to 336
Benefit Street q.v..

*37 Robert Purkis House I ca. 1825: A Federal,
2½-story house with 2 interior chimneys
and a 5-bay facade with central entrance,
The doorway has sidelights and an elliptical
fan, Purkis was a mariner,

*38 Robert Purkis House 111845: A typical.

162 /



2½-story, 3-bay-facade Creek Revival house family house with an elaborate spindlework window is not original, but was salvaged
with pedimented gable set end to the street
and a recessed entrance set within a vernac
ular Doric aedicule, Purkis built this
dwelling as an investment property next
door to his own house at 37 Charles Field
Street; it was moved to its present location in
1951 at the time of the construction of Wris
ton Quadrangle at Brown University q.v..

*59 William D. Fuller House 1877: This tall,
2½-story, mansard-roof building has an L
plan and a street elevation with a bay win
dow and an arcaded entrance porch. Fuller
was a music teacher,

*63 Hiram Hill House 1864: james C. Bucklin,
65 architect, A 3½-story, gambrel-roof double

house with a 6-bay facade and paired center
entrances under-a Doric portico. Hill had a
wood-veneer business and built this large
double house at the cost of $10,000 as an
investment property see 85 Power Street.

7j George Fuller House 1872: A 2½-story
73 Second Empire double house with mansard

roof, paired bracket cornice, bracketed win
dow caps, and double entry in central ar
caded porch. Fuller was a partner with his
brother Frederick in the Fuller Iron Works
see below.

*79 Frederick Fuller House, now Eldridge Hall
1869: A flamboyant 2½-story Second Em
pire dwelling with a flared mansard roof and
sunbonnet gable centered on the facade, The
3-bay facade has a central entrance pavilion
that breaks forward of the mass; the elabo
rate arcaded entrance porch is particularly
fine, With his brother George see above,
Frederick Fuller owned the Fuller Iron
Works at 25 Pike Street q.v..

CHERRY STREET
37 Welcome Angell House ca. 1837: This 3-

story, 5-bay-facade, low-hip-roof dwelling is
typical of those erected on this eastern por
tion of Smith Hill following its platting in
1830, Angell probably built this house him
self; he was a carpenter and, like many of his
trade, worked out of a shop at the rear of his
property. The building has been enlarged
and altered since its construction,

CHESTER AVENUE
100 David W. Pettey House ca, 1865: A 3-

story, flat-roof Italianate house with a brack
eted cornice and elaborate door hood, One
of the earlier houses on one of the first
streets laid out in this part of South Provi
dence, it belonged to a carpenter who built it
as an investment; Pettey lived on Broad
Street from the 1860s until his death about
1890.

116 Edwin Tetlow House 1886: A 2½-story
Queen Anne house with handsome trim,
The turned porch columns are unusually
elaborate, Tetlow was listed as being a man
ager when he built this house; he later
worked in the wholesale food business,

125- John Farrish House ca. 1893: A 2½-story,
127 end-gable-roof, clapboard-and-shingle, 2-

porch and patterned gable ornament, Far
rish, who built this as an investment, did not
live continuously in Providence, By 1897 he
was at 35 Marlborough Avenue,

CHESTNUT STREET
*[1] Doyle Monument 1889, 1969: Henry H.

Kitson, sculptor. This life-size bronze statue
of Mayor Thomas A. Doyle was dedicated 3
June 1889 in Cathedral Square. where it de
fined the western end of Weybosset Street at
its intersection with Westminster Street, The
statue faced east, overlooking the city Doyle
had served as mayor for eighteen years be
fore his death in office in 1886. His tenure
marked considerable consolidation for the
city, with the organization of city govern
mental departments, the construction of City
Hall see 25 Dorrance Street, and the re
alignment of the numerous randomly placed
streets created by the unplanned growth of
the city in the 19th century. Mayor Doyle’s
statue was removed to this location during
the Weybosset Hill Redevelopment Project.

Beneficent House 1969: Paul Rudolf, ar
chitect, A 9-story, brick-and-concrete-
sheathed, steel-frame structure with inter
locking, staggered "building-block" units
creating richly textural elevations, The best
of the boldly articulated Brutalist buildings
erected in Providence and one of a handful
of recent Downtown buildings by a major
20th-century American architect as its qual
ity suggests. Beneficent House demon
strates a departure from the pseudo-formal,
monolithic structures of the 1950s and early
1960s, and, through use of stringcourses,
suggests a more human scale, It was built by
nearby Beneficent Church see 300 Weybos
set Street as housing for the elderly.

*30_ Waite-Thresher Building 1911, 11984-85:
32 Dwight Seabury, architect, This handsome,

5-story, brick-sheathed, steel-frame jewelry
manufacturing building has a flat roof and a
simple lip cornice, The pier-and-spandrel
wall system is built with paired double-hung
sash windows capped with segmental
arches, Founded by William H. Waite to pro
duce gold jewelry, the Waite-Thresher Com
pany was incorporated in 1899 when Henry
G. Thresher became a partner. By 1910, the
company employed 200 workers and had
outgrown its rented quarters at 61 Peck
Street, This building was erected as com
pany headquarters, but like most jewelry
manufacturing buildings, it housed several
additional businesses, The Waite-Thresher
Company dissolved in 1935, but the build
ing remained occupied by several small
manufacturers and other businesses until its
renovation as office space in 1984-85.

*33 Daniel Arnold House 1826: John Holden
Greene, architect. A typical work of Provi
dence’s important early 19th-century archi
tect/builder, the brick Arnold House stands
2½ stories high on a granite basement, Its
5-bay facade is dominated by the central,
Ionic entrance porch; a tripartite window un
der a segmental blind arch - Greene’s vari
ation on the Palladian window - is cen
tered over the door on the 2nd story. This

from a now-demolished Greene house in
Pawtucket, One of a group of Federal houses
which stood on Westminster Street near its
western intersection with Weybosset Street
now Cathedral Square, this is the only sur
vivor of the Weybosset Hill urban renewal
project. Moved to this site in 1967, the house
has been restored, but its historical context is
lost,

f95 Irons & Russel Company Building 1903-
04: Martin & Hall, architects, A 6-story, flat-
roof brick industrial building with a cast-iron
storefront and elevations dominated by
large segmental-arch window separated by
narrow brick piers and terminated, with a
corbel cornice, Erected for jewelry manufac
turing purposes, the building was noted at
the time of its construction for its use of all-
electric power, which both eliminated much
of the belting and shafting required with
steam power and provided a lighter, cleaner
work area, Irons & Russel was formed in
1893 through the merger of two smaller jew
elry companies to produce emblems, badges,
gold-plate pins, and chains, It occupied only
a portion of the building, which was filled
with other small jewelry manufacturers,
Irons & Russel remained in this location un
til 1956. The structure still houses several
small jewelry companies.

t118 Champlin Manufacturing Company 1888,
1901: A 5-story, brick structure with seg
mental-arch windows, a corbel cornice, and
a flat roof; the southern half was added in
1901, The SB. Champlin Company was
founded in 1872 for the manufacture of gold
rings and chains, In 1894, SB. Champlins
son bought the EM. Dart Company, manu
facturers of pipe fittings, valves, and regula
tors, For over 80 years the family retained
ownership of both companies, which, along
with several other small companies, were lo-
cated in the Champlin Building. The EM.
Dart Company moved to new quarters on
Thurbers Avenue, but the Champlin Com
pany remained here into the l970s, The
building was converted to condominium of
fice space in 1978; its combination of com
mercial and residential space bespeaks a
change in attitude toward land and building
use,

ti37 Samuel Lewis House ca. 1825: A hand
some, 2½-story, brick, side-hall-plan, 3-bay-
facade Federal house set gable end to the
street, The windows have splayed stone En
tels, and the fanlight entrance is surmounted
by a stone arch, One of the few surviving
Federal houses on the west side of the Prov
idence River, this house has been converted
to a small factory and has a large addition on
the rear, It is rare to find such a relatively
modest house built of brick, The reason is
simple: Samuel Lewis was a mason,

f150 Doran Building 1907: A 7-story, brick
structure with heavy timber framing, seg
mental-arch windows, corbel cornice, and
flat roof, James Doran and his son formed a
findings-manufacturing business in Provi
dence in 1902, and by 1907 the company
had outgrown its rented quarters. The com
pany occupied only I story of this building
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and rented the remaining space to other
jewelry-manufacturing firms, The com
pany again expanded in 1912, building a
reinforced-concrete structure adjacent to this
one at 70 Ship Street q.v., and remained in
this location until 1957, The building was
reorganized as condominium office space in
the late 1970s,

CLARENDON AVENUE
11, Cole Farm Cottages 1849: Three simple,
20, end-gable-roof, side-hall-plan cottages.
24 These modest dwellings housed workers at

the large Cole Farm. Cole Avenue, originally
a dirt lane, takes its name from the farm first
established around 1732 when Richard
Brown settled here see 6 Cole Farm Court;
the Brown property was operated as a truck
farm by the Cole family in the 19th century.
In that era, other small dwellings also
housed farm workers, as many as 100 being
employed at one time, A general store
served this small community, known as Cole
Village. A portion of the farm survived as a
horse-breeding operation until 1948, when
the remaining 3 acres were subdivided and
sold as house lots.

CLIFFORD STREET
t162 AT. Wall Company Building, now Clark

& Coombs 1908: Bowerman Brothers
Boston, architects; Thomas F, Cullinan
Company, builder, A 4-story, reinforced-
concrete building with glass curtain walls
and flat roof, This is the earliest known
Rhode Island example of reinforced-con
crete construction using the mushroom-col
umn-and-flat-slab technique developed by
the engineer CAP. Turner in 1905-06 and
patented by him in 1908, Reinforcing rods
were left exposed on the roof and the north
elevation to facilitate building enlargement.
Founded in 1888 to manufacture gold-plated
wire, the company rented quarters on Sabin
Street until the completion of this factory. It
was designed for multiple occupancy: the
Wall Company remained here until the early
1970s when the plant was moved to War
wick, but Clark & Coombs, one of the origi
nal tenants, remains in the building that it
now owns,

COLE AVENUE
39- Saint Sebastian’s Roman Catholic Church
57 1916: A.j. Murphy, architect. A simple, ran

dom-ashlar, English rural Gothic church
with a short, square, crenellated corner
tower, The plain, brick parish house ca,
1922 is next door at number 67, Saint Se
bastian’s parish was formed around the turn
of the century out of part of Saint joseph’s
parish see 86 Hope Street when the eastern
part of the East Side was growing rapidly.

518 Frederick B. Thurber House 1925: A 2-
story, stucco, tile-hip-roof, 3-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan Mediterranean-style house
with simple detailing and a 1-story wing on
the north side. Thurber was president of
Tilden-Thurber, the jewelry store still in
business downtown at 292 Westminster
Street q.v., Thurber’s brother’s house
stands across the street at number 526 q.v..

525 Tom Howick House 1927: A large, ram-

bling. asymmetrical, 2½-story, brick-and-
half-timber Tudor Revival house with large
casement windows, projecting entrance
vestibule, and complex gable roof, Howick
was an investment broker. After the Stock
Market Crash, the Howicks sold the house
and moved to a smaller house on Elmgrove
Avenue,

526 William a Thurber House 1927: A 2-
story, stucco, low-hip-roof, 3-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan house with a colossal
tetrastyle Corinthian portico across the fa
cade, The Southern plantation quality of this
house is enhanced by the balcony at the
2nd’story level, centered over the front en
trance between the middle columns. The en
trance has a transom light and sidelights,
Thurber was secretary and treasurer of
Tilden-Thurber, jewelers at 292 Westminster
Street q.v.; his brother’s house stands
across the street at number 518 q.v..

540 Adolph W. Eckstein House 1938: Verna C,
Salamonsky, architect. A picturesque, 2½-
story, 3-bay-facade dwelling of painted,
random-course ashlar, The center entrance
has Federal Revival detail, and trelliswork
Regency porches are on the south side and at
the back door. A fine and typical example of
the Anglo-French/Federal Revival house of
the 1920s and 1930s, it was built for a physi
cian,

546 James Bartley House ca. 1927: A large,
asymmetrical, 2-story, random ashlar,
gable-roof English Gothic style house, James
and Olga Bartley owned the Mohican Hotel
on Washington Street.

560 Walter Farrell House 1936: A 2½-story,
brick, flank-gable-roof, 5-bay, center-hall-
planGeorgian Revival house with modillion
cornice, floor-length windows on the 1st
story, and handsome segmental-pediment
aedicular doorway with Doric columns and
small, leaded, transom light. Farrell was
president of the Union Trust Company see
62 Dorrance Street.

COLE FARM COURT
12 Cole Farm House ca. 1732 et seq.: A 1’/i-

story, flank-gable-roof Colonial farmhouse
with extensive later additions, including an
Italianate front porch. A farmhouse was con
structed on this site by Richard Brown in
1732, but much of the structure dates from
the late 18th or early 19th centuries. with
later additions at the east side. The Cole
Farm, as it became known in the 19th cen
tury for the family who owned it, was an
extensive truck farming and dairy operation.
In the early 20th century, the remnant of the
old farm was a horse-breeding business op
erated by Washington Cole. Farm workers
lived in a nearby hamlet known as Cole Vil
lage’ see 24 Clarendon Avenue.

COLFAX STREET
The Arnold Lawton Houses ca 1885:
Numbers 146-148 and 150-152 are a pair
of 2½-story, slate-mansard-roof, 2-family
houses with clapboard-and-red-slate clad
ding and multiple bay windows, Number
162-164 is similar to the above pair, but with

a brick ground floor and a bay window ter
minating in a conical roof, Lawton, who had
lived on Colfax Street since the 1860s when
he was a butcher, built these houses as rental
properties about the time of his retirement,

COLLEGE STREET
2 College Building, Rhode Island School of

Design 1822, 1936: Jackson, Robertson &
Adams, architects, A late Federal/Georgian
Revival series of 3½-story blocks ascending
a steep hillside between South Main and
Benefit Streets, built of red brick with lime
stone and wood trim, At its western end on
South Main Street, the building incorporates
the facade of the Franklin House Hotel
1823 by John Holden Greene; the building
also has a large archway midway up the hill,
reiterating a picturesque carriageway that
existed between previous buildings on this
site, Like the Providence County Court
house at 250 Benefit Street q.v., the College
Building is a highly successful solution to the
awkward site and the 19th-century visual
quality of the area, These two similarly con
ceived megastructures by the same architec
tural firm make this one of the most hand
some and ceremonial streetscapes in
Providence, The building was a gift of the
Metcalf family in memory of Helen Adelia
Rowe Metcalf to provide office, administra
tive, department, and library space for the
school,

42 Truman Beckwith House, now the Provi
dence Handicraft Club 1826: john Holden
Greene, architect, One of the finest and best-
preserved houses by the notable Providence
architect/builder, this 2:/:story late Federal
house is built of brick with brownstone lin
tels and sills now painted white, It has a
hip-and-monitor roof with balustrades, The
5-bay facade has a central, balustraded Ionic
portico and elliptical, leaded fanlight door
way and, above, a modified Palladian win
dow much favored by Greene. The interior
retains much of its original detail, including
the simple marble mantels, and is a fine
showcase for the Dufour wallpaper - now
installed in the west parlors - removed
from Carrington House see 66 Williams
Street. The house is sited on a hillside lot
with a courtyard and stable complex running
up the hill - a format Greene used several
times, Beckwith was a prosperous cotton
merchant with a warehouse and counting
house on South Water Street; after the Civil
War, he became involved in textile produc
tion at the Dyerville Mill see 610 Manton
Avenue, The Handicraft Club has occupied
the building since 1925,

48 William J. King House ca. 1846: A 2u/1
story Greek Revival house with monitor-on-
hip roof, paneled corner pilasters, and 5-bay
facade with central Ionic portico. It is set on
a high, landscaped terrace behind a hand
some 19th-century iron fence. Like neighbor
Truman Beckwith, King was a wealthy cot
ton merchant, Standing side-by-side, their
homes exemplify both the continuity of ba
sic format and the shift in style of dwellings
for the affluent in the second quarter of the
19th century. The King residence became a
fraternity house in 1917 and was acquired by
Brown in 1946.

146-
148
150-
152
162-
164
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*54 Whipple-Slster House 1638, 1867: A 3- mansard-roof house with patterned-shingle building is set Into its steep hillside site by
story Italianate house with hip roof, modil
lion cornice, and quoined 3-bay-facade with
central balustraded Doric portico. It is sited
on a landscaped terrace. Originally a sub
stantial Greek Revival dwelling erected for
John Whipple, it was substantially enlarged
and remodeled by Alpheus Morse for cotton
broker William Slater, of the prominent
textile-manufacturing family. It is the third
in a sequence of handsome, stylish cotton-
brokers’ houses on the north side of College
Street which illustrate the continuity in basic
type and the changes in architectural expres
sion of rich men’s houses in Providence dur
ing the early and mid-l9th century.

*64 Albert and Vera List Art Building 1969-
71: Philip Johnson, architect, A 5-story,
reinforced-concrete structure with a 1-story
auditorium wing on the northwest; north-
oriented skylights in the sawtooth roof pro
vide light for studios on the top floor. The
5th floor projects beyond the plane of the
facade and is supported on slender piers,
creating a colossal colonnade effect, List is
particularly successful as an aesthetic object.
Further, it makes a dramatic and appropriate
use of its steep hillside site and relates sur
prisingly well to the John Hay Library at its
rear see 20 Prospect Street.

COMMON STREET
49 Niles B. Schubarth House 11872: This 2½-

story, mansard-roof dwelling with a 3-bay
facade and hooded side-hall entrance is typ
ical of the city’s middle-income houses of the
early I 870s. Schubarth 1818-89, who listed
himself as an architect as well as civil engi
neer in Providence directories, probably de
signed it himself, His more imposing, later
house next door was demolished in 1980,
Schubarth laid out the original portion of
Swan Point Cemetery, 585 Blackstone
Boulevard q.v., the central portion of the
North Burial Ground, 5 Branch Avenue
q.v., and served as architect for the Orien
tal Mill, [20] Admiral Street q.v. as well as
for the Jefferson Street Baptist Church q.v.
just around the corner,

50 Erastus N. Steere House 111875: This 2½-
story, mansard-roof house with pedimented
dormers was the second home Steere a
major Smith Hill real estate developer built
for himself in the neighborhood.

59 Thomas H. Angell House ca. 1855: Angel!,
a grocer, built this 2½-story house as an
investment. He sold it in 1859 to Charles A.
Young. The bay windows on the first story
and the hood over the door are late 19th-
century additions,

COMSTOCI AVENUE
73- Willard Manchester House 1883: A 2’/2-
75 story, mansard-roof house notable for its

elaborate double galleries with octagonal
corner turrets. Manchester was a book
keeper for Manchester & Hudson Building
Supply Company, which undoubtedly sup
plied much of the rich wooden detailing.

76 Hannah T. Slade House 1886: A 2½-story,

walls, an elaborate porch and a patterned-
slate roof, The stained-glass windows are
particularly fine, This ornate house was built
by the widow of Obadiah Slade, the superin
tendent of public buildings for Providence,
after her husband’s death in 1886.

87 Foster-Cranshaw House 1888: A 2½-story
Queen Anne house notable for its fine,
bowed spindlework porch, stained-glass
oriel window and rusticated brick founda
tion, John T. Cranshaw was a clerk, the
equivalent of an executive today, at Brown &
Sharpe when he acquired this newly com
pleted house at the mortgage foreclosure
sale of its builder, Lemuel H. Foster, a law
yer. Cranshaw later became a key leader at
Brown & Sharpe and in 1922 was an impor
tant benefactor of the Jane Francis Brown
unit for private patients established at Rhode
Island Hospital.

*113 Charles E. Godfrey House 1887: A 2½-
story dwelling with mock half-timbering
and wrought iron cresting on the porch and
roof peak. The Palladian window on the
west elevation, the octagonal corner turret,
and the porch are among its many hand
some features, One of the finest eclectic late
19th-century houses in South Providence, it
was first occupied as the home of a teller at
the National Bank of Commerce on Market
Square. In the decade after its construction it
changed hands several times in a complex
series of bankruptcies and mortgage foreclo
sures until the mid-1890s when Freelove
Glines acquired it. The Glines family lived
here for many years.

*117 Edward Stanley House 1878: A Second
Empire cottage with slate mansard roof,
elaborate door hood with granite responds,
bracketed cornice, and round-arch dormers
with engaged colonnettes, Stanley, a clerk at
the Third National Bank, occupied the house
for only a year, although he continued to
own it until 1886 when he sold it to Edward
C. Almy, owner of Edward C. Almy & Com
pany, clothiers, at 116 Westminster Street,
At the time Almy acquired the house, Stan
ley subdivided the original acreage, creating
the lot on which number 113 was subse
quently constructed,

*118 Frank P. Comstock House 1887: Gould &
Angell, architects, A 2½-story Queen Anne/
Shingle Style, turreted, gambrel-roof house
with complex geometric massing and rich
ornamentation, Frank, the son of Andrew
Comstock, lived at his father’s house at 550
Broad Street before building this house at
the time of his marriage see 550 Broad
Street. His lavish house was built in his
father’s back yard. Frank was an executive
with J.F. Comstock & Sons, 206 Canal Street,
the family wholesale meat-packing firm; he
became a prominent Providence business
man,

CONGDON STREET
15 Congdon Street Baptist Church 1874: CF.

Wilcox, architect, A handsome and well-
preserved wood-frame, corner-tower Ital
ianate church on a high basement. The

means of retaining walls on 2 sides, Its ver
nacular Italianate quality is typical of modest
ecclesiastical buildings of the 1870s, and
shows, particularly in the imitation corbel
ing, something of the lingering influence of
Thomas Tefft. This church was built for a
congregation of Providence blacks, organ
ized in 1819; the congregation met in the
African Union Meeting House 1821 on
Meeting Street, built on land given by Moses
Brown. In 1869, the congregation acquired
this property, and the name of the church
was changed to Congdon Street Baptist
Church upon the completion of this struc
ture, One of the most important buildings in
the city associated with black history, Cong
don Street Baptist Church was handsomely
restored in the 1970s by architect Zane
Anderson,

*30 Amasa Paine House ca. 1856: An unusual
and very fine, 2½-story dwelling with a
low bell-cast mansard roof, modillion cor
nice, and stickwork mock framing. It bears a
strong resemblance to some of the late work
of Thomas Tefft, particularly the stick work
framing and the unusual hooded dormers
seen elsewhere in his work. Paine was an
officer in the U.S. Navy.

38 John Steib House ca. 1853: A 2½-story
Greek Revival house with 5-bay facade,
aedicular center entrance, paneled corner
pilasters, and pedimented flank-gable roof.
This is a standard Greek Revival house,
though the 5-bay, flank-gable-roof type was
less common in Providence than the 3-bay,
end-gable variety. Steib was a mariner.

*48 Joseph Dorr House, better known as the
Welcome Congdon House 1822: A 2½-
story Federal house with 5-bay facade,
center chimney, 5-room-plan; the central
fanlight doorway is flanked by Doric pilas
ters supporting an ogee hood. The format of
this house - standard in the 18th century -

was retardataire by the time this house was
built. Don was a merchant,

[70] Prospect Terrace 1867, 1877, 1939: A small,
landscaped park on the west side of the
street overlooking the city. Given to the city
by Isaac Hale and others, it underwent im
provements in the 1870s, including the con
struction of the high retaining wall on the
west side and enclosure by a fence. Extended
to the north in the 1920s, it was selected as
the location for a monument to Roger Wil
liams Ralph Walker, architect; Leo Fried-
lander, sculptor at the time of the city’s tri
centennial in 1936. Friedlander’s cubistic
statue of Roger Williams is set within Walk
er’s highly stylized portal and overlooks the
city.

88 Dike-Willson House 1832, 1885: A fine,
2½-story late Federal house with hip roof
and large monitor, 5-bay facade, center en
trance portico with reeded columns and
enclosed porch above, and rear Doric porch
with dentil cornice-Built at 104 Bowen Street
by Albyn Dyke, this house was moved here
and remodeled in 1885 by the prominent
architect Edmund R. Willson, partner in
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Stone, Carpenter & Willson, designers of
many of the city’s most important buildings
between 1875 and 1910.

*90 Richard Bush House 1850: An excellent
example of the transitional Greek Revival/
Bracketed, 2½-story house with pedimented
gable roof set end to the street, bracketed
cornice, and 3-bay facade, This house has a
fine Ionic entrance portico with bracketed
entablature, In front of the house is a hand
some picket fence, Bush was a leather man
ufacturer,

*97 Benjamin Baker House 1840: An end-to-
the-street Greek Revival cottage with its en
trance centered in the 5-bay side elevation
facing Lloyd Lane, The house is set up on a
high bank, and a handsome fence surrounds
the lot, Baker was a tailor,

‘96 Emma J. Smith House 1854: A 2½-story
Italianate house with a balustraded deck-on-
hip roof and bracketed cornice; the 3-bay
facade has molded window caps and a cen
tral doorway under an Italianate entrance
hood, Mrs. Smith, a widow, lived here with
her daughter Emma, a teacher,

‘101 James E. Budlong House ca. 1850: A tran
sitional Greek Revival/Bracketed, 2½-story
house with pedimented gable roof set end to
the street, bracketed cornice, 3-bay facade,
and fluted entrance portico columns with
unusual acanthus-leaf capitals. The house is
set on a high, landscaped terrace, Budlong
was a partner in Budlong & Simon, jewelers
on South Main Street,

*110 Dr. William Mauran House 1972: Huy
gens & Tape, architects, A handome - if
rather out of place - 2-story, brick-and-
steel-frame house, Built into the steep west
ern slope of College Hill, the house reveals
only 1-story to the street a series of brick
columns defining an entrance court on the
south and a garage on the north. The house
is oriented to the expansive view to the west,
with large windows and a terrace on the gar
den side. This is one of the few new houses
built in Providence during the 197Os, one of
the very few in a contemporary style, and
the only one on College Hill,

*119 John A. Parker House ca. 1852: A transi
tional Greek Revival/Bracketed, 2½-story
house with pedimented gable roof set end to
the street, bracketed cornice, 3-bay facade,
and fluted entrance portico columns with
unusual acanthus-leaf capitals. The house is
set on a high, landscaped terrace, Parker
lived in Bristol and built this as an invest
ment, Mary B, Fish, a widow, occupied the
house on its completion and purchased it
from Parker several years later,

*171 Ephraim Martin House 1856: A 2½-story,
L-plan, vernacular Italianate house with a
3-story square tower set in the inside corner
of the "L" and a 1-story, pillared entrance
porch at the tower’s base. Martin was a
carpenter.

‘173 Sanford C. Hovey House 1881: William R.
Walker & Son, architects, An elaborate, 2½-

story house with a hip-and-cross-gable roof
with dormers; bay windows; and a pedi
mented, scroll-saw-and-spindlework porch.
All decked out in fancy millwork, this is a
wonderfully eccentric house - a life-size
business card for a lumber dealer, which
Hovey was; a partner in Ezra Fogg & Co.

CONGRESS AVENUE
95- William A. Chapman House ca. 1892: An
97 elaborate, 2-family, mansard-roof structure

designed for a corner lot setting with a tur
reted, semi-octagonal vestibule and stair
hall projection at the corner, Chapman built
the house as an investment; he lived at 84
Courtland Street,

‘128 Henry M. Mason House Ca. 1874: Narrow,
2½-story, "stick style" dwelling, with a pro
jecting, gabled central pavilion and wide
front porch. The wall surfaces are articulated
with vertical and horizontal banding and
with a decorative apron above the 2nd-story
windows, Mason was co-owner of Mason
and Coppell, a masonry and contracting
finn,

‘144 Frank J. Huston House ca. 1890: A 2-story,
cross-gable-roof, Queen Anne dwelling with
a corner turret and porch wrapping around
two sides, Huston, an insurance agent, lost
the house in 1891, and it was soon pur
chased by George T. Brown, an attorney.

‘149 George B. Darling House ca. 1869: Decor
ated bargeboards, gable ornaments, and a
broad porch distinguish this L-plan, "stick
style" cottage. Darling, a lapidary, resided
here until his death in 1902.

‘191- Damase Bouchard Houses ca. 1911: A
193 handsome, mirror-image pair of large, 2-

‘197W family, 2½-story, end-gable Colonial Re-
199 vival structures with orange brick 1st stories

and shingled upper floors; brick-pier-and
paired-colonnette porches extend across the
fronts and around part of the sides of both
houses, Bouchard lived at 197-199,

‘209- Damase Bouchard House ca. 1911: A sym
211 metrical, 21/:-story Colonial Revival dwell

ing with a large, central, front gable and pro
jecting corner porch-and-bay-window unit
see 191-193 Congress.

CONSTITUTION STREET
18 John Marshall House ca. 1862: A modest,

end-gable-roof Greek Revival cottage with
paneled corner pilasters, cornice returns,
and a possible original bracketed door hood;
a side gable has been added in recent years.
Marshall was an enameler,

COOKE STREET

‘2 Patrick Moroney House ca. 1893: A large,
fine, 2½-story Queen Anne house with a
high, cross-gable-and-hip roof; irregular,
picturesque massing, and handsome, transi
tional Queen Anne/Colonial Revival detail
ing. The house is particularly well suited to
its corner setting, with a wide porch that
curves from the Power Street side on the
south to the Cooke Street side on the west,

Moroney, an importer of wines and liquors,
owned a warehouse on South Water Stret
and stores on Eddy and Westminster Streets,

‘5 Zechariah Chafee House 1852, 1872, Ca.
1950: A 2½-story house with a mansard roof
and piazza on the south side. Since its con
struction in the middle of the 19th century,
this house has been heavily reworked, pri
marily by Chafee in the 1870s, when the
orientation of the house was changed from
Power to Cooke Street, the roof was added,
and much of the robust detail was intro
duced, Chafee was treasurer of the Sprague
Manufacturing Co. and was appointed by
the courts to manage the company and its
bankruptcy claims following its collapse
during the Panic of 1873. Between 1946 and
1981, this was the home of noted Providence
architect Albert Harkness, who made several
additions and alterations to the house,

*6 Robert S. Burrough House ca. 1816: A
very fine, well-preserved, 2½-story Federal
house with monitor-on-hip roof graced by
paneled-and-latticework balustrades. The 5-
bay facade has a central, fanlight and side
light entrance framed with rusticated vous
soir detailing; quoins match the rusticated
entrance architrave, This was the first house
erected on Cooke Street, Burrough bought
the land from Joseph Cooke, a distant cous
in, Burrough was appointed to a position in
the United States Custom House upon the
establishment of Providence as a separate
customs district in 1790 and remained em
ployed there for a number of years. This is
one of Providence’s finest Federal houses,

*8_ Draper Row ca. 1878, Ca. 1950: Built next
14 to the Burrough house by the daughters of

Robert and Esther Burrough, this row of 4
identical, 3-story, brick Queen Anne town
houses is a Providence rarity. Each unit has a
3-story bay window flanking its entrance,
and the entrances are paired. In 1950 the
row was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd
Kent and Mr. and Mrs. William Cruise,
Messrs. Kent and Cruise were principals in
the Providence architectural firm which bore
their names; they selectively simplified the
facades of the houses and painted the whole
row white,

‘25 Mrs. Herbert A. Rice House 1932: Albert
I-larkness, architect. A suave, 2-story Geor
gian Revival house of brick with cast-stone
trim and a hip roof; the cast-stone, Ionic-
portico center entrance is flanked by 1-story
bow windows. The sleek, quasi-moderne
streamlining of the detailing and the adapta
tion of Regency elements - particularly
evident in the porch on the south side - are
highly characteristic of Harkness’s work in
the 1920s and 1930s, Mrs. Rice was wid
owed when she built this house. Mr. Rice
1866-1929 had been president of W,H. Coe
Mfg. Co., founded by his wife’s family; he
served as attorney general of Rhode Island
from 1912 to 1923,

‘26 Benjamin B. Adams House 1871-72: A
2½-story Italianate house with a transition
al, high-hip or low-mansard roof; pedi
mented dormers; modillion cornice; and 3-
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bay facade with Ionic-portico center en- ‘66 Donald E. Jackson House 1935: William T. ‘89 John Foster House ca. 188W: A 2½-story,
trance and pedimented 1st-story windows,
A brick, cross-gable-roof stable with a cu
pola is at rear, Adams worked on Water
Street for AD. & J,Y. Smith Co., dealers in
cotton; the company owned the Elmwood
Mills at 222 DabolI Street q.v.. In the late
l970s, the house was converted into luxury
apartments, an increasingly common phe
nomenon on the East Side during that dec
ade as large 19th-century houses became in
creasingly popular but less practicable for
single-family use,

‘37 C.H. Merriman House 1909: Stone, Car
penter & Sheldon, architects, A brick, 2½-
story Colonial Revival house with 5-bay fa
cade, pedimented dormers, and gable-end
parapets with finials at the corners, The cen
ter entrance is within an ogee-gable porch.
derived from the Joseph Brown House
1772 at 50 South Main Street q.v, a
favorite prototype for Providence architects
in the early 20th century. Merriman’s family
was active in the textile industry in the 19th
and 20th centuries; C.H, Merriman 1868-
1950 served as president of the Lippitt
Woolen Company. In addition, he served as
a director of the Federal Reserve Bank of
Boston, vice-president of the Providence
Mutual Fire Insurance Co., and president of
Butler Hospital. His brothers lived nearby at
158 Governor Street and 60 Manning Street
q.v., and all grew up at 26 Cooke Street
q.v..

‘38 Edward A. Greene House 1863, Ca. 1898: A
Colonial Revival remodeling of an earlier
house, this 2½-story dwelling has a high
gambrel roof, pedimented dormers, semi
circular-plan, balustraded entrance porch.
and handsome Colonial Revival wood fence,
Greene was a partner in S.H. Greene & Sons,
bleachers and calico printers with offices at
20 Market Square.

‘41 Knight C. Richmond House 1911: Knight
C. Richmond, architect, A large 2½-story
Colonial Revival house with high hip roof;
pedimented dormers; 5-bay facade; and
center, segmental-arch aedicular entrance,
Richmond was an architect and engineer
who specialized in mill design.

‘46 Caroline S. Bliss House 1896: An impos
ing, high-shouldered 2½-story Colonial Re
vival dwelling with a gambrel roof, The 3-
bay facade has a pedimented center pavilion
with a semicircular-plan Ionic portico and a
Palladian window on the 2nd story; tripar
tite windows flank the entrance, The Bliss
family remained here until the late 1940s.

‘56 Wood-Ward House 1896: A typical Provi
dence Colonial Revival house; 2½ stories
high with a broad gambrel roof and a 1-
story, semicircular-plan bay at one corner on
the side elevation, The 3-bay facade has a
center entrance with an Ionic porch. William
Wood, a real estate agent with offices at 61
Westminster Street, built this house and
moved here from 136 Broadway. By 1898, it
was the home of Walter Ward, manager and
superintendent of the Riverside Worsted
Mills at 50 Aleppo Street q.v..

Aldrich, architect, A fine, well-designed
Georgian Revival dwelling built of brick in
the Regency mode so popular in the 1930s
and in which Aldrich was an able practi
tioner, This large. 3-story dwelling has a low
hip roof and is turned with its shorter side
elevation toward the street, with the main
entrance centered in the facade on an en
trance court, Jackson was president and trea
surer of the Smith Real Estate Company. In
the 1940s, this was the home of George
Pierce Metcalf, part-owner and officer of
the Wanskuck Company see 610 Branch
Avenue -

‘69 John B. Palmer Stable ca. 1853: Thomas
Tefft, architect, A 2-story Italianate stable
with hip roof, and bracketed cornice, The
Palmer House faced Waterman Street and
was one of four large Italianate houses built
at the corner of Cooke and Waterman Streets
in the decade before the Civil War,

‘87 Johns Hopkins Congdon House 1881: A
substantial 2½-story Queen Anne dwelling
with steep, cross-gable-and-hip roof and
highly articulated wall surface, Congdon
was a partner in Congdon & Carpenter,
dealers in iron and steel see 405 Promenade
Street and 3 Steeple Street. The other prin
cipal in the firm, Francis W, Carpenter, lived
around the corner at 276 AngelI Street q.v..

COURTLAND STREET
77 Joshua M. Addeman House Ca. 1845, Ca.

1872: A small, bracketed cottage set gable
end to the street, This was probably built as a
typical, vernacular Greek Revival cottage
with a 3-bay facade, It was already an old
house when Addeman bought it, and the
additions of brackets, bay window on the
facade, and hood over the entrance may date
from the time of his ownership. Addeman
was a partner in the law firm Bliss & Adde
man, and he became secretary of state of
Rhode Island in 1872, shortly after the part
nership was formed, He served in that office
and continued living here until 1887, when
he became the first treasurer of the Industrial
Trust Company upon its establishment in
1887; he then moved to Barnes Street, on the
East Side,

‘84 William A. Chapman House I 1849: A
rambling Gothic Revival cottage with multi
ple gables and bargeboard trim, Chapman
was just beginning his career as a mason
when he constructed his own residence, He
prospered over the succeeding decades, be
coming a contractor by the 1880s when he
built 81-85 Courtland q.v. as a rental prop
erty, and a finer, larger house on the corner
of Broadway and Courtland Streets now
demolished, where he died in the 1890s,

‘81- William A. Chapman House II ca. 1880: A
85 large, 2½-story, mansard-roof house with

Queen Anne detailing and elaborate porches
with turned posts. Chapman was a contrac
tor who had lived on Courtland Street since
1849, when he built number 84 and began
his career as a carpenter and mason. He built
this 2-family house as a rental property later
in life when he was a successful contractor.

mansard-roof house with elaborate barge-
board trim in the front gable. Foster was a
cashier at the National Bank of Commerce
on Market Square.

‘106 James W. Winsor House 1849: A boxy, 2-
story, low-hip-roof Italianate house with
flushboard cladding, elaborate bracketed
trim, exceptionally fine door hood, and oc
tagonal cupola. Wholesale grocer James
Winsor built this house facing Broadway at
the corner of Courtland Street, and it was
then virtually a country estate, In the early
20th century, it was owned by William jos
lin, a wealthy mill owner, Later the house
was moved to its present site, and the origi
nal front yard with fountain and circular
driveway gave way to a gas station.

‘126 Henry F. Whipple House 1845: A 2½-
story, end-gable-roof, 3-bay-facade, side-
hall-plan Greek Revival house with paneled
corner pilasters and a pedimented, aedicular
doorway. This typical Greek Revival house
was built by a carpenter as his own resi
dence,

‘ISO- S-A. Winsor House ca. 1820: A 2½-story,
152 Federal double house, it is one of a handful

of Federal houses still standing on Federal
Hill, The detailing of the double entrance is
particularly fine, Simon Winsor, a house-
carpenter, had his business on Atwells Ave
nue,

‘151 Samuel W. Bridgham Junior High School
1919, 1928: Hoppin & Field, architects. A
3-story, flat-roof structure built as the Court-
land Street School; the name was later
changed to commemorate the first mayor of
Providence 1832-40. This granite-trimmed
building originally contained 30 classrooms;
the 1928 expansion provided for an aud
itorium, The new Bridgham Middle School,
erected in 1976 at Barton and Westminster
Streets, replaced this structure, now vacant.

‘167- William S. Huntoon Apartment ca. 1885:
169 A 2½-story apartment building with a man

sard roof, it is composed of units laid out in
mirror image with identical bracketed hoods
over double doors with transom lights. It is
one of several apartments owned by Hun
toon, who expanded his father’s large cigar
factory into a successful wholesale and retail
cigar business see 352-356 Carpenter
Street,

CRANSTON STREET
‘[375] Cranston Street Annory 1907: William R.

Walker & Son, architects, A monumental,
granite-and-yellow-brick, castellated, for
tress-like structure, this is a typical armory. It
incorporates a central drill hail with a hip-
and-monitor roof flanked by 4 ½-story end
blocks, each with a 6-story tower above the
twin Dexter and Parade Street entrances,
The detail is very fine and includes elaborate
corbeled, machicolated cornices; bartizans;
grouped windows; battered walls; copper
trim on balconies, parapet, and battlements;
and rusticated 1st stories on the end blocks;
the entrances are within deep, recessed
arches, An armory which had existed adja
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cent to the Dexter Parade see Parade Street
since the first half of the 19th century played
a part in the Dorr Rebellion of 1842. The
structure currently houses the Rhode Island
National Guard,

Cranston Street Baptist Church, now
Ebeneezer Baptist Church 1893: A.B. Jen
nings New York, architect, This massive
and imposing, granite ashlar and brown
stone, Richardsonian Romanesque church is
sited on an unusual, narrow corner lot, The
towered facade faces north up Cranston
Street, Twin turrets bracket the triple en
trance fronted by a semi-octagonal flight of
broad steps and surmounted by a large,
round-arch, stained-glass window, Despite
alterations, this remains a fine and impres
sive late Victorian church, The Cranston
Street Baptist Church was established in
1869 by the Reverend Moses I-i. Bixby, a
retired missionary. Bixby bought the land
and financed the chapel, selecting this loca
tion because it was then, in his opinion,
"destitute of religious privileges." The build
ing erected in 1869 was enlarged in 1876. It
was replaced by this structure, completed in
1893, In 1969, the name was changed to
Ebeneezer Baptist Church,

‘737- Josephine White Block ca. 1894; This
739 well-preserved, 3-story, flat-roof structure,

with brick and clapboard end walls, has an
unaltered and elaborately detailed sheet-
metal facade fabricated by Mesker Brothers
of St. Louis, Missouri, a firm specializing in
the manufacture of prefabricated storefronts;
this particular design was patented in 1887.
Stringcourses divide each story, and the
windows are framed with engaged columns
on short piers; an elaborate parapet with
finials crowns the modillion cornice. This is
one of the most handsome and least
known Victorian commercial buildings in
Providence, Mrs. White was a widow who
lived at 675 Cranston Street; the structure
originally contained F.W, Simmons & Co.,
dry-goods merchants; Edgar C. Grinnell’s
bakery; and flats on the upper floors,

CREIGHTON STREET
‘17- Charles P. Olney House 1888: An asym

19 metrical, shingled, 2½-story, cross-gable-
roof Queen Anne house with a corner tower
and 2-story gabled porch. Olney worked for
his father, joseph Olney, at the latter’s South
Water Street coal company.

‘37 Richard Davis House 1858: A deep, nar
row, 2-story Italianate dwelling with a low
hip roof and a prominent, 3-story corner
tower, The 2-bay facade has a hooded en
trance at the base of the tower and paired
windows; those on the 1st story are under a

- hood which, like the eaves, is finished with a
decorative bargeboard. Davis was a partner
in Davis & O’Leary, diy-goods merchants at
119 Westminster, From 1946 until 1952 it
was the home of Brown’history professor
Barnaby C- Keeney; in 1952 Keeney became
president of Brown University and moved to
the President’s House at 55 Power Street
q.v..

CRESCENT STREET
36 Eliza H. Dix House 1855: A 2-story octago

nal house with bracketed cornice and stuc
coed, octagonal, center chimney. The house
is sited on a large, heavily landscaped lot
overlooking Mashapaug Pond, Little is
known of Eliza Dix, but it seems she never
lived here.

16- A.B. Cardiner House ca 1885: A richly
18 decorated, mansard-roof, 2-family structure

with symmetrical facade, bracketed entrance
porches flanking a central, semi-octagonal-
plan, pavilion-like bay window, Gardiner,
the original owner, was a co-partner in the
jewelry manufacturing firm, j.W, Richardson
& Co. He lived nearly opposite this house,
on the north corner of Elmwood Avenue and
Cromwell Street.

CROYLAND ROAD
5- Nathan Wiesel Three-Deckers 1907-
7, 1915: Four, 3-story, hip-roof, clapboard-
9- and-shingle, 3-family houses with Tuscan

11, column porches. This group of buildings is
10- representative of the South Providence work
12, of this important, early 20th-century spec-
22- ulative builder, Wiesel came to Providence
24 about 1895 settling on Willard Avenue and

becoming a peddler. He stayed in the jewish
commercial section of South Providence,
moving to various addresses on Willard and
Prairie Avenues before establishing himself
as a grocer at 371 Prairie Avenue about
1906; later he became a fruit dealer, He de
veloped this tract on Croyland Road be
tween 1907 and 1915 as a speculative ven
ture. Wiesel’s life and activities are typical of
those of many Russian jews who settled in
South Providence at the turn of the century.

21- Benjamin Rakatansky Three-Deckers
51 ca. 1925; Sixteen, 3½-story, clapboard-

odd and-shingle, gable-roof 3-family houses on
Croyland Road and at 82-126 Gordon
Avenue, Typical of the work of this impor
tant speculative builder, this remains
despite demolition - one of the largest
triple-decker tracts in South Providence,
Benjamin Rakatansky came to Providence to
work in the metals industries about 1914,
probably soon after emigrating from Russia,
He lived with relatives at 8’/2 Robinson
Street, in the heart of the jewish neighbor
hood, About 1924 he became an independ
ent contractor and within a short time was
erecting triple-deckers on Croyland Road
and Gordon Avenue, His contracting busi
ness prospered and, in 1927, he moved from
Robinson Street to a new suburban home
at 95 Shaw Avenue and, in the l930s, to
another house at 158 Bluff Avenue, both in
Edgewood. Developers like Rakatansky,
Rosen, Weiss, and Wiesel were responsible
for much of the triple-decker construction
that has given South Providence its present
character. See Harry Weiss Tract, 964-984
Broad Street; 5-7 Croyland Road; 156-170
Dudley Street.

CUSHING STREET
2 Daniel C. Cushing House 1817: Located

on a high-banked corner lot, this substan

tially modified, 2½-story, hip-roof Federal
house has a 3-bay facade and 2-bay side
elevations, a large, 2-story eli, twin interior
chimney stacks, a large central dormer,
quoining, an enclosed entrance porch, and a
semi-octagonal-plan bay window on the
west side, Cushing, the grandson of Benja
min Cushing who owned the land here in
the 18th century, inherited part of the land
on which he built his house, Daniel Cushing
was a cotton manufacturer and lived here
until 1838.

‘10 Nelson S. Eddy House 1845: A typical
2½-story, 3-bay-facade Greek Revival house
set pedimented gable end to the street with a
Doric entrance portico and attractive late
19th-century addition including an oriel
atop the portico and a 4th window bay at
the side of ‘the house fronted by a semi-
octagonal-plan bay window, Eddy was a
partner in Eddy & Elliott, merchants at 23
South Water Street; the Eddy family re
mained here until 1883,

‘13 Mumford-Brown House ca. 1845, ca. 1874:
An unusual and quite handsome 3½-story
house with gable roof set end to the street,
Originally a 2½-story, 3-bay facade struc
ture, in the late 19th century the house was
jacked up and a new 1st floor was installed
beneath it, as well as additions to the sides
and rear, including a porch which overlooks
the garden to the downtown. The trim added
at this time is very fine Renaissance Revival.
Henry G. Mumford, the original owner, was
city marshall at the time he built it. John A.
Brown bought the house in 1874, and the
Browns are probably responsible for the
extensive rebuilding campaign. Brown was a
partner with G,W. Ladd in john A. Brown &
Co.; this company manufactured, among
other things, the "Ladd Patent Stiffened Gold
Watch Case." Brown died in 1892, and his
widow, Ellen M. Brown, continued to live
here until 1909,

CUSTOM HOUSE STREET
‘32 J.G. Eddy & Co. Building 1875, Ca. 1925,

1982: A High Victorian Gothic building with
a fine, early 20th-century Georgian Revival
1st story, it is 5 stories high with brick walls
and a flat roof, The unaltered 1925 1st story
has narrow, bronze-sheathed piers separat
ing the entrance on the left from the a multi
paned window on the right. The 4 regularly
spaced sash windows on the upper stories
have polychrome radiating voussoirs, and
polychrome banding girds the walls on the
2nd through 4th stories; stone stringcourses
separate the stories, Handsome interiors
include the marble-sheathed foyer and a
paneled meeting room on the 2nd floor, This
building was constructed to house a whole
sale grocery firm, and it was conveniently
near the city’s 19th-century produce market
on the Crawford Street bridge. In 1925, the
investment brokerage firm Bodell & Co.
bought the building and remodeled it as its
headquarters. Bodell & Co. remained here
until 1943. In 1982, the brokerage firm
Drexel Burnham Lambert bought the build
ing and rehabilitated it as its headquarters.

*475
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CYPRESS STREET at one end by a shingled bracket; there Is a large 1847 Locust Grove subdivision in

63 Frank M. Sheppard House 1890: A large,
2½-story, cross-gable-roof Queen Anne
2-family house with a 2-story bay window,
spindlework porches, and iron cresting.
Shepard was a color mixer at the Allen Print
Works, just down the hill at 27 Dryden Lane
q.v..

129 Willard P. Holmes House 1888: A large,
2½-story, mansard-roof house with elabo
rate dormers and a 2-level side porch. Wil
lard Holmes, a marble carver, was a partner
in the monument company of Toye and
Holmes,

138 John P. Beagan House 1907: A large, boxy,
2½-story, hip-roof, 3-bay, center-hall-plan
Colonial Revival house with a massive
Tuscan porch and quoined corners, Beagan
was a lawyer with an office downtown,

156 John H. Clark House 1860: A 3-story, low-
hip-roof, T-plan, Italianate house with wide
bracketed eaves, paneled corner boards,
molded window caps, and bracketed
porches with square posts flanking the main
block, A 2-story service wing extends to the
rear of this long narrow house, Clark was an
agent at the Corliss Steam Engine Co. at 146
West River Street q.v..

168 Ephraim R. Barstow House 1872: A large,
slate-mansard-roof, 3-bay-facade, center-
hall-plan Second Empire cottage with a
modillion cornice, numerous bracketed bay
windows, a bracketed door hood on scrolled
consoles, pedimented dormers and a tall rec
tangular cupola with grouped, arched
windows, Barstow worked at the family
business, Barstow Stove Company at 118
Point Street q.v., and moved here from
Jackson Street, where several members of
his family lived.

176- Lyman Pierce House 1853: A 3-story, low-
178 hip-roof, 3-bay, center-hall-plan Italianate

house with wide, bracketed eaves, paired
windows of graduated heights with window
caps, and an arcaded portico with paneled
piers sheltering the entrance, This large
house with its handsome, arched, tripartite
window on the third story and 2-story ser
vice wing at the rear has been divided into
many apartments. Pierce was a grain and
grocery dealer on Canal Street whose family
owned this dwelling until 1917.

182 Alexander Hawkins House 1887-88: A
large, 2½-story, mansard-roof, 2-family
dwelling with mock half-timbering, brack
eted cornice, and small corner porches with
turned posts. This well-preserved dwelling
retains its original carriage house, Hawkins
1811-94 did not live in Providence previ
ous to 1887; he boarded on Broad Street that
year, moved here upon this building’s com
pletion, and remained here until his death,

DABOLL STREET
17- Alfred Barth House Ca. 1894: El. Nicker-
19 son, architect, A picturesque 2½-story

Queen Anne/Colonial Revival, 2-family
dwelling with a 2nd-story porch supported

paneled frieze across the front below the
pedimented gable. The earliest tenants were
NB. Sprague, a music teacher, and George
Ellis, a stable owner, The nearly identical
houses at 561-563 and 565-567 Public Street
q.v. were also built ca. 1894 for Barth,
whose residence and pharmacy were both
located nearby in the structure at 556 Public
Street,

39 Joseph A. Latham House 1892: A ram
bling, 2-story Queen Anne house whose
flank-gable roof sweeps down to cover a
delicate, spindlework front porch. The
gables are ornamented with lightly decor
ated wide bargeboards. Built for Latham, the
house was first occupied by Charles F,
Pierce, a dealer in wool waste and yarns.

‘118 William C. Hammond House ca. 1893: A
narrow-fronted, 2½-story, Queen Anne
structure with swag-decorated bay window
and a mansard roof. Hammond was the
owner of a Cranston Street carriage factory.

172 William V. Daboll House 1872-73: An
elaborately trimmed, 2½-story, L-plan,
Swiss style structure with complex stickwork
front porch and dormers, This is almost
surely the house that Daboll, the prominent
Elmwood industrialist, built facing Elmwood
Avenue on the west side of the street be
tween Daboll and Mawney Streets see 315
Elmwood Avenue. Early photographs show
it was then even more elaborately decked
out than now, with extensive "gingerbread"
in the gable ends and a patterned-slate roof.
Daboll lived here only until 1880, moving to
a smaller, less elaborate but similar house at
73 Mawney Street q.v.. Jewelry manufac
turer Charles Sidney Smith lived here from
1880 to 1923, and the house served as the
first convent of the Sisters of the Holy Cross
and Passion, who taught at the Assumption
Parish School see 626 Potters Avenue,
until its move here.

194 William V. Daboll House Ca. 1847-49,
enlarged and remodeled Ca. 1890-1900:
This appears originally to have been an end-
gable-roof, vernacular Greek Revival cottage
upon which a large, 2-story, flank-gable
structure has been superimposed. Detailing
includes Queen Anne bargeboards, clap
board and shingle banding, and extensive
spindlework on the front porch. The house is
the first home of the prominent Elmwood
industrialist and agent for the nearby
Elmwood Cotton Mills from 1866 to 1879,
see 172 Daboll Street.

222 Elmwood Mills stone buildings at west
end 1866; other buildings Ca. 1900-1918:
One of Elmwood ‘s largest industrial plants,
the Elmwood Mills complex contains several
2- and 4-story stone and brick structures
with flat and low-pitched roofs. The two
stone buildings were erected as the Elm-
wood Cotton Mills by the James Y. Smith
Manufacturing Company, manufacturers of
"cotton cloths, prints, sheetings, and fancy
goods." Smith was governor of Rhode Island
from 1863 to 1866. He and his brother,
Amos D. Smith, were the developers of the

which this complex stands, The two build
ings were taken over by the William E. Joslin
Company, a shoelace manufacturer, in 1895,
Elmwood Mills, another shoelace and braid
manufacturer, replaced the Joslin Company
in 1900 and, by 1908, built most of the re
maining buildings in the complex. In 1912,
the factory became the Elmwood plant of the
International Braid Company. The firm,
which completed the complex between 1912
and 1918 with the construction of the east
ernmost building, sold the factory to its pres
ent owner, Cable Electric Products, Inc., in
1948.

DANIEL STREET
1 Charles L. Clegg House ca. 1890: A cross-

gable-roof Queen Anne cottage with a pro
jecting-gable entrance pavilion and spindle-
work entrance porch, bracketed cut-away
corners at the first story, and latticework
gable ornamentation. The earliest known
owner of this house is Charles L. Clegg, a
factory worker who lived here in 1894.

DARTMOUTH STREET
12 Israel B. Mason House I Ca. 1868: This

striking Second Empire house was moved by
Mason to this site just off Broad Street to
make way for a much larger residence see
571 Broad Street on its original lot, It is a
2½-story, mansard-roof structure with a
large belvedere; the 3-bay facade has a pedi
mented central entrance pavilion. An ogee
motif is used in both the cupola and in the
"gingerbread-trimmed sunbonnet cross-
gable centered over the facade. Mason came
to Providence from East Killingly, Connecti
cut in 1850; he owned a prosperous provi
sions business,

84 J.H. Palmer House ca. 1880: An elaborate,
2½-story, clapboard, mansard-roof, 2-
family house with bracketed eaves, front
and side porches. and front-and-side,
2-story, square bay window units. Palmer
sold "fancy goods" at the Arcade see 130
Westminster Street.

DAVIS STREET
15 Department of Health Building 1974:

Edward Durrell Stone, architect. This large
and imposing marble-sheathed structure is
typical of Stone’s formal modernism; sym
metrical, spare, monumental, and vaguely
classical. It is one of five similar structures
planned for a state office complex outlined in
a master plan published in 1967. The plan
calls for a mall on axis with the north en
trance of the State House at 90 Smith Street
q.v. and the demolition of the existing State
Office Building at 133 Smith Street q.v,,
This building stands at the north end of the
planned mall, and two buildings are to line
each side of the mall. Stone was selected for
the project no doubt because of similar gov
ernment commissions elsewhere; regret
tably, his reputation far outstripped the
quality of his firm’s work throughout most of
his career,

90 George M. Grant House 1868: One of the
few dwellings remaining in the easternmost
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part of Smith Hill, the vernacular Italianate
2’story Grant House has a 3-bay facade with
a hooded center entrance and a round-arch
window in a central cross gable in the hip
roof. Grant, a blacksmith with a shop at 6
North Main Street, lived in this house for
many years; in 1882 he added the 2-story elI
at the rear. By the second decade of this
century, however, it had been converted to a
boarding house.

DEXTER STREET
‘18- Nicholas A. Fenner House 11857: A 2½-
20 story, six-bay-facade Italianate house with

wide, bracketed eaves, prominent window
caps, and a large, pedimented door hood
sheltering the off-center, recessed front
door, Fenner 1807-82 founded the New
England Butt Company, located nearby at
304 Pearl Street; he later bought out his part
ners and served as president of the board of
directors,

‘26 Nicholas A. Fenner House II 1874: A

large, 2½-story, Italianate house with a

cross-gable roof, pedimented gables, and a
modillion-and-dentil cornice. An elaborate

bay with fluted pilasters and a Doric portico
crowned with a square oriel window are the
principal features of the facade, Penner lived
next door at 18-20 Dexter Street q.v. before
moving here. While living here, he served on
the City Council and Board of Aldermen as
well as in the General Assembly.

‘40- John P. Smith House 1883: A 2½-story,
42 2-family dwelling with a patterned-slate

mansard roof, bracketed cornice, and 1-story
entrance porch with iron cresting. Smith
worked at the Bank of North America, 48
Weybosset Street q.v..

‘74 George M. Griffin House ca. 1890: A 2’!:-
story, cross-gable-roof Queen Anne house
with decorated gable panels, brackets, and
an enclosed entrance porch. The shingling is
a 20th-century alteration. Griffin was a gro
cer with a shop on Canal Street. He moved
here from number 78-80 next door q.v..

‘78- George M. Griffin House 1886: A 2½-
80 story Queen Anne double house with pat

terned-slate mansard roof, The pediment of
the ornate 2-story porch contains cast metal
foliage, a griffin, and the date the house was
built. Griffin later moved next door to 74
Dexter Street q.v..

178 St. Charles Borromeo Roman Catholic
Church 1915: Walter Fontaine Woon
socket, architect. A neo-Renaissance church
with a 4-level arcaded square campanile.
Detailing includes elaborate use of brick
corbeling for cornice design and facade trim,
granite sills and decorative concrete orna
ments, and paired stained glass windows
with patterned brick surrounds, The church
has a strong design relationship with nearby
Cranston Street Armory 1907, q.v.. This
French Catholic church was organized in
1878 under the name of St. John’s Society;
meetings were originally held at LaSalle
Academy on Fountain Street, Fontaine was
the architect of many French Catholic
churches,

189 Samuel Howard Hopkins House ca. 1857:
The home of a die-sinker, this modest cot
tage ornamented with bracketed cornices
and a small veranda, is one of the earliest
and least altered structures in its area. De
signed for the narrow and deep city lot,
houses of this type are turned ninety degrees
on the lot so that one of the gabled ends
faces the street; a porch shelters the principal
entrance located in one of the building’s long
sides,

425 American Standard Watch Case Company
Plant 1942-43: A large, 1-story, brick fac
tory, whose entrance is embellished with
simple "moderne" detailing. The firm, incor
porated in 1920 and formerly housed in
rented quarters on Sprague Street, has been
the American Standard Division of the
Bulova Watch Company since 1948,

527 Convent of the Assumption 1925; Three-
story, symmetrical, hip-roof, brick Italian
Renaissance-inspired structure. The convent
was built to house the Sisters of the Cross
and Passion who taught in the Church of the
Assumption parochial school at 626 Potters
Avenue q.v..

DIKE STREET
34 Eagle Steam Mill, later Weybosset Mills

1836, 1866, 1870, 1890: The original build
ings in this complex are 3½-story, stuccoed-
stone, Greek Revival structures with central
towers, john Waterman built these two cot
ton mills on either side of Troy Street. He
was one of the first cotton manufacturers in
Providence to use a steam engine as the sole
source of power, and the location of this
complex, removed from any source of water
power is significant. So too is its proximity to
the railroad line planned in the early ‘30s
and completed in 1837 which facilitated
transportation of raw materials and finished
goods to and from the mill. Waterman sold
his interest in the complex in the 1850s, but
cotton production continued here until the
Civil War cut off supplies of Southern cot
ton, Royal C, Taft and William Weeden
bought the mills in 1866 and converted them
for wool production. Several new structures
were added in the early 1870s, and the mills
were adapted for worsted production in the
early 1880s. The American Woolen Com
pany bought the complex in 1899 and con
tinued production here until 1932.

DIMAN PLACE
See Stimson Avenue for a full discussion of
the street itself.

‘15 MA. Frances Fisher House 1894: Martin &
Hall, architects, A 2½-story house with hip
roof, simple dormers, and inset corner en
trance porch. This house, built by the widow
of a silver-chain manufacturer, is a simple,
late 19th-century type built throughout the
city between 1890 and 1920.

‘20 Pastor’s Residence for the Central Congre
gational Church 1893-94: Franklin 3.
Sawtelle, architect. A tall, 2:12_story, Colo
nial Revival house with gambrel roof, 2-
story bay window, and broad, pedimented
entrance porch. Francis W. Carpenter of

Congdon & Carpenter built this house,
which cost $10,000, for the Central Congre
gational Church next door see 296 Angell
Street. Carpenter was also heavily involved
in the construction of the church itself, and
built his own grand house to the west of the
church see 276 Angell Street.

‘24- Jonas Auty House 1885t An ornate, 2½-
26 story, clapboard-and-shingle, 2-family

Queen Anne house with carved panels, side-
by-side front porches, and decked hip roof
with cross gables. Auty built this as an invest
ment; Moses L. Bradford, a cotton broker,
was the first resident,

DORCHESTER AVENUE
17 Frederick H. Franklin House 1911-12: A

large, 2/astory, stucco, cross-gable-roof
house with a side porch. Franklin was a
chemist with Franklin & Saunders Co.

DORCHESTER STREET
213 Trinity Baptist Church 1914: A plain,

clapboard, cross-gable-roof Queen Anne
church with a gabled entrance vestibule,
nailing-board trim, ornamental shingling in
the gables, and an open belfry on the roof.
Established as an offshoot of the Plainfield
Street Baptist Church, this congregation was
established early in 1914; by October of that
year they had moved into this structure, ded
icated 11 October 1914.

DORRANCE STREET
‘11 Biltmore Hotel 1920-22. 1978-79: Warren

& Wetmore, architects; Shepley, Bulfinch,
Richardson & Abbott, architects for rehabili
tation, in collaboration with Philemon E,
Sturgis; Morris Nathanson, architect for inte
rior rehabilitations. A neo-Federal, 19-story,
brick-sheathed, steel-frame structure with a
3-story base which covers the whole of the
trapezoidal lot; this base is surmounted by a
l6-story, L-plan tower capped by a double-
height topmost story with large, round-arch
windows illuminating the ballroom and
main restaurant, A large illuminated sign on
the roof spells out the name"BILTMORE." A
glass-enclosed exterior elevator. installed in
1979, runs up within the angle of the tower
to the top floor, The interior was altered dur
ing the rehabilitation but retains much of the
original Adamesque decor of the lobby, for
mer dining rooms, and ballroom. Built
through the efforts of the Chamber of Com
merce, which initiated the Biltmore project
and raised the funds for the construction of
this civic rallying point, the hotel was an
important gathering-place for Rhode Island
ers until it closed in 1975. Its rehabilitation, a
similar civic-spirited effort spurred by the
Chamber’s Providence Foundation and en
couraged by city government, was an impor
tant step in the late 1970s revitalization of
Downtown Providence, The hotel’s genesis,
decline, and rebirth recall the vicissitudes of
the Downtown’s 20th century commercial
history. This building is a landmark, facing
the largest open space Downtown, Kennedy
Plaza and Burnside Park,

‘25 Providence City Hall 1874-78, 1914:
Samuel F.J. Thayer Boston, architect. A
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monumental and very fine 5-story granite
Second Empire civic building with a man
sard roof, This free-standing building, 9 bays
wide and 13 bays deep, occupies a full block;
a splayed perron leads to the central en
trance pavilion, which culminates in a con
vex mansard "dome," The exterior is richly
articulated with engaged columns, string-
courses between stories, and a colossal, 2-
story aedicule framing the main entrance
with a bust of Roger Williams in the pedi
ment. The elaborate interior is arranged
around a S-story stairwell, originally painted
in rich shades of green with gilded balu
strades, Chambers for the mayor, aldermen,
and city council are particularly fine: the leg
islative chambers are stenciled and since
1975 have undergone painstaking restora
tion by Robert Dodge. Town and City offices
were located in the brick Market House in
Market Square until the construction of this
building. The City Hall Lot, as the site was
designated upon its acquisition in 1857, was
the site first of the City Hall Theatre in an
interesting twist, the theatre was named for
the building that would succeed it on the
site, rather than the building it replaced and
later of Harrington’s Opera House between
1865 and 1874. Built during the administra
tion of Mayor Thomas A. Doyle, this build
ing was the result of a nation-wide design
competition; Thayer, the winner, described
his design as "Renaissance, of the character
widely adopted for civic buildings in the
most advanced cities of the world." This
statement is particularly telling, and nothing
better than City Hall represents the hege
mony of Providence in 19th-century Rhode
Island, The state offices were still located
in smaller, somewhat antiquated quarters
at 150 Benefit when city government
moved into the finest post-Civil War civic
building in the state. City Hall is repre
sentative of a class of grandiose public build
ings erected across the country during the
1870s, Based directly on Boston’s old City
Hall built in the 1860s, it is, in all, a finer
building and now is much better preserved.
The attic was reworked into a 5th story in
1914 Jackson, Robertson & Adams, archi
tects. Slated for demolition in the City’s
master plan published in the 1960s, the
building became the particular project of
Mayor Vincent A. Cianci, Jr., who, as one of
his first acts after taking office in 1975, de
clared that the building would be restored.
Irving B. Haynes & Associates was the archi
tectural firm selected to oversee restoration
work begun in the late I 970s. City Hall bears
testimony to 19th-century civic pride and its
visible renewal in the late 20th century.

‘62 Union Trust Company Building 1901,
1920, 1928, 1964, 1981: Stone, Carpenter &
Willson, architects. A l2-story, brick-and-
stone-sheathed, steel-frame office building
lavishly finished with a melange of Renais
sance and late Georgian detailing. It retains
the original stone rusticated and arcaded
wail surface on the lower two stories and a
richly ornamented cornice and urn-bedecked
balustrade on the roof. Filling the corners
above the arch of the Cornithian-column
entrance, bas-relief figures of an Indian and

a Puritan - carved by Daniel Chester
French - recline on their elbows, in the
manner of Michaelangelo’s Night and Day
in the Medici Tomb at San Lorenzo in Flor
ence. The rusticated-stone and brick wall
has evenly spaced sash windows with Gibbs
surrounds, The ornate banking hall, refur
bished in 1981, is finished with marble and
rococo plasterwork; stained-glass medal
lions in each of the large windows depict
seals of cities and institutions closely associ
ated with the world of banking. The Bank of
America, chartered in 1851, was reorganized
in 1894 as the Union Trust Company. In
1900, the expandingcompany - it absorbed
9 other banks in its history - demolished
the old Curry & Richards Building 1868;
Clifton A. Hall, architect to make room for
its grand new offices, The architects had sev
eral commissions from bank president
Marsden J. Perry at this time, including reno
vations for 2 houses for him at 2 George
Street and 52 Power Street q.v.. Additions
and renovations were made in 1920, 1928,
and - following the bank’s absorption by
Industrial National Bank in 1957- in 1964.
Industrial continued to use the 1st floor as a
banking hall until 1978. Greater Providence
Trust Company acquired the building in
1980 for use as its banking headquarters and
undertook a careful restoration of this his
toric structure,

84- Teste Block 1859-60, 1879: Charles P. Hart-
88 shorn, architect, An unusually narrow, 4-

story, brick Italianate building with a flat
roof, 12-bay storefront, and broad cornice
above the 1st story The upper stories have
narrow, paired windows with polychrome
segmental-arch voussoirs, stone string-
courses between stories, and a broad frieze
and wide eaves, For many years, a drug
company occupied the store; the upper sto
ries continue to be used as office space, and
the ground floor remains in retail use.

921- Masonic Temple 1897, 1981: Frederick E.
123 Field, architect. A 5-story masonry structure

with an irregular plan conforming to the
trapezoidal lot and a I-story penthouse on
the roof, The walls are fully articulated only
on the Dorrance and Pine Street elevations:
these are unaltered, cast-iron storefronts
with engaged Tuscan columns on the 1st
story and colossal Corinthian pilasters on
pierson the upper stories, The flat roof has a
corbeled, bracketed cornice, Built to replace
the original Masonic Temple 1884-86;
William R. Walker, architect on this site, this
building was abandoned in the 1960s for a
suburban location, Increased demand for
office space downtown and the relocation of
the State Court complex to a nearby site
made this an attractive candidate for reha
bilitation as office space: Providence Land
Co. was the developer; the Marteg Corpora
tion served as architects,

‘128- "Shakspeare Hall," later Ballou, Johnson
134 & Nichols 1838-44, ca. 1855: james Bucklin,

architect 1838. A 6-story masonry structure
with stuccoed walls punctuated by regularly
spaced sash windows; the facade is defined
by 3½-story Doric pilasters, now without
entablature, As designed by Bucklin, this

was a 3½-story, temple-front theatre in the
Greek Revival style; "Shakspeare Hall"
opened in October of 1838. It enjoyed only
brief success: among other problems, the
nearby Second Baptist Church objected to
theatrical productions, and the theatre
closed in 1844, The same year, the building
was converted into a planetarium where Dr.
Dionysus Lardner conducted lectures on
astronomy for a few months until a fire left
only the exterior walls standing in October
of 1844. It was rebuilt as a warehouse and
was later used by the A. & W. Sprague Mfg.
Co. and then by B.B. & R. Knight, both textile
firms. Ballou, Johnson & Nichols, hard-
goods wholesalers, occupied the building as
an office and warehouse from 1903 to 1977.
Current plans call for its rehabilitation as
office space.

DOUGLAS AVENUE
24 Congregation of the Sons of Jacob Syna

gogue 1905-20: Harry Marshak was the
architect for this 2-story structure, It has an
above-grade, brick-clad basement story and
a brick sanctuary with a stepped parapet.
Built to serve the large community of Rus
sian Jews who settled around the eastern
end of Orms Street and Chalkstone Avenue
and also Lippit Hill, this synagogue was
dedicated in 1905. The congregation at first
built only the lower portion of the building.
The superstructure was completed in 1920;
the cornices and roof have been heavily al
tered since. Now the congregation has de
creased considerably as members have
moved from this congested neighborhood,
and large portions of its environs have been
cleared for urban renewal and the construc
tion of Interstate Highway 95.

133- Douglas Avenue Fire Station 1902: Sand-
137 ers & Thornton were the architects for this

2½-story, brick Colonial Revival fire station
distinguished by white stone trim and a pro
jecting corner tower, Used as a fire station by
the city of Providence for almost fifty years,
the facility was replaced by the Admiral
Street station in 1949. The City sold the
building in 1955, at which time it was con
verted to commercial use.

209 Hennessey-McHale Block, now the Ar
menian American Civic Club ca. 1873:
This 3’/:-story brick structure his ground-
floor store fronts and 3 window bays in each
upper story; all facade windows are crowned
with keystone hoodmolds, The hip roof is a
later alteration. john 0. Hennessey, a grocer
who lived at 19 Mulberry q.v., rented this
building to the Thomas P. McHaIe family,
who operated a grocery store on the first
floor and lived upstairs between 1874 and
1926; the McHales bought the building in
1892. It has been the home of the Armenian
American Civic Club since 1940,

[245] St. Patrick’s Cemetery 1843 et seq.: One of
the oldest Roman Catholic cemeteries in
Rhode Island, St. Patrick’s Cemetery was
established by the parish’s first priest, the
Reverend William Wiley. The cemetery is
the final resting place of a number of the
earliest Irish immigrants to Rhode Island,
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The section set asIde or the Sisters of Mercy, in the donation. Instead of selling the land factory. In 1887, he sold this house to the
who came to Providence beginning in 1851
to take charge of teaching in Roman Catholic
schools, has been set aside as a Rhode Island
Historic Cemetery. At the center of the
grounds, divided into quadrants, is the tomb
of the Reverend Patrick Lamb, the second
pastor of St. Patrick’s 1854-67. Today the
approximately 8-acre cemetery is filled.

fillS Cowing and Heaton Mill ca. 1845: A
small, 2-story, flat-roof, stuccoed-stone mill
with quoined corners, Heaton and Cowing
began the manufacture of boot, shoe and
corset laces, and braids at this site in 1837.
An older wooden mill on the north side of
Whipple Pond now demolished may have
been the original plant which this building
replaced. In 1865, George C. Douglas took
over the business and expanded into the
adjacent brick Geneva Mill across the city
line in North Providence, which was built
about that time, In 1876 Douglas moved his
business into Downtown Providence, and
the Cowing and Heaton Mill was absorbed
by the Geneva Mill, In 1896 both mills were
acquired by the Wanskuck Woolen Manu
facturing Company, which continued to
own them until the 1950s,

DOVER STREET
28 L.H. Thurber House ca. 1860: A 2-story,

low-hip-roof Italianate house with brack
eted eaves and a I-story bracketed porch
across the symmetrical, 5-bay facade.
Thurber was a blacksmith,

29 John A. Place House ca. 1857: An unusual,
end-gable-roof, late Greek Revival cottage
with a deep entablature, paneled corner
pilasters, and a tall, steep roof with two lev
els of windows in the gable. Place was a
tinsmith,

73 Henry Armington House ca. 1860: A large,
2-story, asymmetrical, low hip-roof Italian-
ate house with octagonal cupola, bracketed
eaves, and arcaded veranda across the front
now enclosed. The fenestration has been
somewhat altered on the first story. Henry
Armington was joint owner of the Arming-
ton & Gardiner Hardware Store, formerly at
the corner of Weybosset and Dorrance
Streets.

80 John Cosgrove House 1877: A long. nar
row, mansard-roof cottage with multiple bay
windows and an elaborate scroll-saw-work
front porch. Cosgrove manufactured copper
stamps and stencils used by bleacheries and
cotton and woolen mills to print fabrics,

DOYLE AVENUE
f47 Benjamin Almy House ca. 1890: A 2½-

story, end-gable-roof Queen Anne, 2-family
house with a spindlework porch and charac
teristic Queen Anne detailing, including
elaborate gable trim, This house was built on
part of the land known as the Dexter Dona
tion, left to the city by Ebenezer Knight Dex
ter in 1824. The south side of Doyle Avenue
from Scott Street now part of the University
Heights Shopping Center to Morris Avenue
was one of several tracts in the city included

outright, the city leased it for forty year
terms with options for tenants to buy the
land after the expiration of the lease. Benja
min Almy, a cotton-waste dealer, entered
into such an agreement with the city. He
built this 2-family house as an investment
and first rented it to George Burr, a harness
maker, and Mrs. Mary Potter.

72 Michael Fitzgerald House 1871: A 2½-
story, gabled-hip-roof, 3-bay, side-hall-plan
Italianate house notable for its elaborate fen
estration including windows with caps and
lambrequin-fringe hoods, bracketed bay
windows and oriels, and a bracketed door
porch with paneled posts. The most distinc
tive features of this house are the flaring cen
tral gables with round-arch windows which
break the bracketed cornice on the front and
side elevations and rise to the peak of the tall
deck-on-hip roof, Fitzgerald was a jeweler,

f78 Daniel W. Reeves House 1871: This cot
tage has a bell-cast mansard roof and brack
eted cornice, paired pedimented dormers,
bay windows, and an entrance hood sup
ported by consoles, Daniel Wallis Reeves
was a cornetist who became the nationally
renowned leader of the American Brass
Band and a composer of band music, Formed
by Joe Greene in 1838, the American Band
was a Providence-based organization which
played for military and social functions,
Upon Greene’s retirement in 1866, Reeves
became the leader of the band; he was al
ready famous in England, Ireland, and Ger
many as well as America, Under Reeves’s
leadership, the American Band gained a
national reputation and played almost every
major city in the country. A prolific and pop
ular composer, Reeves is perhaps best
known for his "Second Regiment March,"
John Phillip Sousa called Reeves the "Father
of American Band Music,"

f92- Mount Hope Courts 1972: William D,
98 Warner, architect, Several rows of attached,

2½-story, wood-sheathed, gable-and-shed-
roof houses of contemporary design. The
non-profit Mount Hope Development Asso
ciates Corp. built these low-income rental
units as infill housing.

195 Thomas Bligh House ca. 1875: A 2½-story,
end-gable-roof, side hall-plan, Italianate, 2-
family house with bracketed eaves, window
caps, a door hood resting on scrolled con
soles, and a long veranda on the west side,
The later 19th century stained-glass door
panels and the original carriage house at the
rear are handsome features of this exception
ally well-preserved house, Bligh, a liquor
dealer, moved here from Broad Street,
Part of the Dexter Donation; see 47 Doyle
Avenue.

f 108 John H. Thompson House 1878: A 2½-
story, mansard-roof, 5-bay-facade, center-
hall-plan dwelling notable for its unusual
scalloped roof trim, Thompson 1827-1902
had apparently retired from his job as man
ager at the Allen Print Works at 27 Dryden
Lane q.v. when he built this house and
moved here from Thurber’s Lane, near the

Rhode Island Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children for $8,750 and by 1892
was living next door in a new house, The
society remained here until 1920.

f131- Samuel Ferguson House ca. 1880: A large,
133 2½-story, mansard-roof double house with

bracketed cornice and bracketed 2-story bay
windows flanking the paired central en
trance, Although this house was built before
1880, the earliest known resident is Samuel
Ferguson, a cook, who lived here in 1887
see Dexter Donation, 47 Doyle Avenue.

f137 Nelson Walling House ca. 1875: A large,
2½-story, cross-gable-roof Italianate house
with modillion cornice, false trusswork in
the gables, paneled corner boards, entrance
porch and side porch with square posts, and
square paneled-and-bracketed bay window
on the facade surmounted by a tripartite
window with lambrequin-fringe hood on
scrolled consoles. Walling was a boot and
shoe dealer see Dexter Donation, 47 Doyle
Avenue.

205 John Canning House 1907: A square, 2½-
story, dormered-hip-roof, 3-bay, center-
hall-plan Colonial Revival house with colos
sal Ionic corner pilasters, splayed lintel
blocks with keystones, central Palladian
window, Ionic porch across the facade, and
entrance with sidelights and fanlight. Can
ning was a partner in the law firm of Com
stock & Canning see Dexter Donation, 47
Doyle Avenue.

215 Thomas O’Gorman House 1895: A 2½-
story, shingle, asymmetrically massed, sim
ple Queen Anne house with an irregular
hipped roof which sweeps to the 1st story to
cover a corner porch abutting the curved
front bay. Thomas O’Gorman owned a dry-
goods business see Dexter Donation, 47
Doyle Avenue.

223- John Soule and George Jenckes Houses
225 1896: An identical pair of 2-story, cross-
227- gable-roof double houses with separate en-
229 trances on each side of the main block,

which has wedge-shaped oriels on the
facade, Soule was a clerk at Brown & Sharpe;
Jenckes was a motorman for the Union Rail
road, Both leased their land, which was part
of the Dexter Donation see 47 Doyle Ave
nue.

[24SJ James A. Doran House 1915: A 2½-story,
stucco, tile-hip-roof, 3-bay, center-hall-plan
house illustrating the influence of the Eng
lish cottage in its steep flaring roof with wide
overhanging eaves and exposed rafter ends,
Its large casement windows are surmounted
by an arch motif carried through in the
barrel-roof door hood. A typical feature of
the period is the 1-story, flat-roof sun porch
with its great expanses of long casement
windows on the side. Doran was a partner in
the jewelry firm James C. Doran & Son see
150 Chestnut Street.

DRYDEN LANE
27 Allen Print Works 1830 et seq.: Two build-
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ings remain from this important textile plant:
the 3-story, brick main mill with a 5-story
central tower and a jerkinhead’gable roof
and a small 2-story, brick-and-stone struc
ture with a trapdoor-monitor roof, This
small building may be the original structure
erected when the company was founded in
1830 by Philip Allen, an engineer, inventor,
and later governor of and senator from
Rhode Island, Philip Allen and Sons Com
pany originally printed cloth by hand, but as
early as 1835 the company introduced
machines to increase the speed of calico
production: by 1846, the company had S
printing machines and produced 130,000
yards of calico a week, While the company
was a leading innovator in the textile-fin
ishing industry, its rapid expansion in the
1840s and I8SOs left the company heavily
overextended in the Panic of 1857, and the
company was forced into bankruptcy.
Allen’s brother Crawford bought the print
works and reorganized the firm as the
Woonsocket Company; Allen’s brother Zach
ariah - well known for his contributions to
steam-engine and textile-machine technol
ogy - managed the plant itself, The com
pany continued to grow during the next two
decades, Zachariah and Crawford Allen re
tired in 1870, and the company was again
reorganized; when the newly-formed com
pany failed in 1879, the stockholders once
again reorganized and continued production
until 1901, when Roger Williams Finishing
Company bought the complex. By the 1930s,
the plant had been divided into commercial
and light industrial space.

DUDLEY STREET
8- United States Gutta Percha Paint Com

12 pany ca. 1906: A large. 4-story, brick, pier-
and-panel, industrial building with long,
facade and wide bracketed cornice, The
company manufactured house paint here
until the l9SOs,

156- Sigmund Rosen Three-deckers ca. 1901,
170 1906: Six, 3½-story, cross-gable-roof, 3-

family houses with late Queen Anne detail.
These nearly identical buildings are typical
of the work of this early 20th-century specu
lative builder who lived at 12 Robinson
Street before moving to 158 Dudley Street in
1904 and completing this tract, Rosen, like
other developers in the area, pursued specu
lative building as a part-time occupation; he
was a jeweler by trade,

232- John F. Deary House 1903: A 2½-story,
234 brick-and-clapboard, end-gable-roof, 2-

family house with Colonial Revival de
tailing. Deary was a sewer contractor who
moved his residence and business to this
house in 1903.

DUKE STREET
6-18 Andrew Dickhaut Heirs Cottages ca.

even 1897:
These seven identical workers’ cottages ex
emplify the Queen Anne mode of the late
19th century at its simplest: one-and-one-
half stories high with gable roofs set end to
the street, they were originally clapboarded
with decorative shingle panels, and their

facades were articulated with bay windows
and turned spindle porches. This more
elaborate treatment distinguishes these
dwellings from the earlier cottages Dickhaut
and his heirs built on Fillmore, Lydia, and
nearby Bath Street q.v.. Dickhaut had died
in 1893, and this group of cottages repre
sents the last speculative building under
taken by the family on Smith Hill,

7 Patrick Donnelly House ca. 1865: Don
nelly was a mason, and his 3-bay-facade,
center-entrance cottage is a fine example of a
common, mid-19th-century vernacular type
in Providence.

DYER STREET

101 Owen Building 1866, 1877: Stone & Car
penter, architects 1877. A 4½-story, slate-
mansard-roof, granite-and-metal-trimmed
building with a trapezoidal plan and only
slightly altered cast-iron storefronts. The
upper stories have regularly spaced sash
windows with paired, round-arch windows
over the main entrance on Pine Street, Built
by George and Smith Owen in 1866, this
business block was remodeled in 1877 for
use by Owen Brothers, manufacturers of
worsted yarn. One of the city’s most hand
some mid-l9th-century commercial build
ings, it has been used for warehouses and
offices, Located at the edge of the Provi
dence River, the Owen Building and the
adjacent Hay Block make a handsome edge
and recall the more active days here of the
port of Providence, when packet boats aid
ships docked at wharves close by. The
Owens had previously built a warehouse at
9 Steeple Street q.v..

117- Hay Block 1866-67: James C. Bucklin,
135 architect. A 3½-story, granite-trimmed,

brick, mansard-roof commercial building,
trapezoidal in plan, with cast-iron store
fronts produced locally by Builders Iron
Foundry and regularly spaced sash win
dows on the upper stories, Detailing in
cluded quoined corners, a dentil cornice,
board-and-batten dormers, and the date
worked in colored slate on the roof. Origi
nally "to be used for stores and storage" near
the port, the Hay Block has long housed
small retail enterprises; it was converted to
condominium office space in 1979. Built by
Alexander Duncan, a Scot related to and
allied in business with Cyrus Butler see 333
Grotto Avenue and 130 Westminster Street,
the Hay Block - along with the Owen Block
and Duncan’s warehouse at 146 Dyer Street
- represents a small but significant fraction
of what was once an extensive waterfront
district south of the Crawford Street Bridge.

EAGLE STREET
45 Valley Worsted Mills 1866 et seq.: The

main mill is a 3-story brick building with a
low gable roof and segmental-arch win
dows, A 2-story, brick, gable-roof addition
was built before 1875, and a flat-roof, 2-
story structure adjoining the main mill was
added in the early 20th century. Founded by
John Giles in 1842, the Valley Worsted Mill
was one of the earliest worsted producers in
the country. The original buildings were

destroyed by fire in 1866. The American
Woolen Company bought Valley Worsted in
1899 and ran these mills until 1928, when it
abandoned the partially occupied buildings.
The complex continued to be used by vari
ous textile-producing firms until ca, 1940,
but has since been occupied by a number of
small businesses and light industries,

EAMES STREET

28 Dexter Brown House ca. 177W: A 2½-story,
shingle, center-chimney house with a center
entrance with side lights. The lean-to addi
tion on the west side may be early, but its
wedge-shape oriel window with ornamental
upper sash was added in the late 19th cen
tury. This is one of several area farmhouses
built by members of the Brown family in the
18th century, The house originally stood far
ther west, at the corner of Eames Street and
Morris Avenue; it was moved here toward
the end of the 19th century.

EAST STREET

9,7 The Charles G. Lee Houses ca. 1843: Two
nearly identical 2½-story, pedimented-end
gable-roof, 3-bay-facade Greek Revival
houses of characteristic form built by Lee, a
cabinetmaker, on lots created when an old
Brown family ropewalk was demolished and
its site developed. Lee lived in number 7 and
sold numberS to Nicholas Carr in 1847,

,l0 Third Baptist Church, later Union Baptist
Church 1876: CF. Wilcox, architect. A
High Victorian Gothic, brownstone-
trimmed, brick church with an at-grade
undercroft, sanctuary on the 2nd story, gable
roof set end to the street, and square corner
tower, Lancet arch windows with Gothic
tracery illuminate the sanctuary, and
louvred lancet arches are in the belfry. The
vestibule has twin, pointed-arch doorways
under the twin gables. The Third Baptist
Church was organized by members of the
First Baptist Church see 75 North Main
Street who lived in the Fox Point section of
Providence; the group met informally in one
another’s houses from about 1808 until
1820, when they built a house of worship on
Tockwotten Hill. The city appropriated the
land under their first building for civic im
provements, and the congregation then
moved to this new edifice. In 1878, the Third
Baptist Church merged with the Brown
Street Baptist Church organized in 1855 and
located at the corner of Brown and Benevo
lent Streets, and the name was changed at
that time to reflect this merger. In 1967, the
Union Baptist Church merged with the
Sheldon Street Congregational Church a
mission of Central Congregational Church,
296 Angell Street q.v.] to form Faith Com
munity Parish,

42 John R. Kiernan House 1877: A typical,
late 19th-century Providence house, 2½ sto
ries high with gable roof set end to the street,
2-bay facade with 2-story bay window and
side-hall entrance, and paired-bracket cor
nice, Kiernan owned a liquor store at 46 East
Street,
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EAST GEORGE STREET plan, flank-gable-roof neo-Colonial house and the void of the hexagonal-plan porch,
21 Almira T. Dexter House 1867: A sym

metrical, 2½-story, mansard-roof, 3-bay-
facade, center-hall-plan house with hooded
dormers, quoined corners, molded window
caps, and a front porch with square posts.
Almira Dexter built this as an investment.

39 John W. Prouty House 1873: A plain,
2½-story, end-gable-roof, 3-bay-facade,
side-hall-plan, 2-family house with Italian-
ate hood sheltering the entrance, This house
retains original 6-over-6 sash and exterior
window blinds, Prouty was a carpenter.

71 House ca. 1825: A 2½-story, 3-bay-facade,
side-hall-plan Federal house with a monitor-
on-hip roof, later Italianate entrance hood,
and additions to the side and rear. Benjamin
B. Adams, a merchant, moved this house to
its present site in 1872; it probably was built
at the southeast corner of Cooke and Be
nevolent Streets, where Adams built his
large brick house just after this house was
moved see 26 Cooke Street.

EAST MANNING STREET

14 Peleg Dawley House 1877: A plain, 2½-
story, cross-gable-roof, side-hall-plan house
with 2-story bay window and small porch
with square posts on the facade. Dawley was
a carpenter.

22 Henry W. Reichold House 1875: A 21/,

story, end-gable-roof house with elaborate
trim including gable timbering, heavy
window surrounds, and elaborate porch
with incised detailing. Reichold was a furni
ture manufacturer,

EAST ORCHARD AVENUE

30 L!ncoln School 1913, 1957, 1968-7W: Elazor
B. Homer, architect. A 2½-story, stucco
building with colonial detail is the focal
point of this girls’ school complex. The
school was founded in 1884 by Mrs. William
Ames for her daughter, Margarethe Dwight;
it first met at the corner of Brook and Water
man Streets and subsequently moved to 59
Angell Street and 223 Thayer Street before
moving into these quarters in 1913, From
1926 until 1976, the school operated under
the auspices of the New England Yearly
Meeting of Friends, which acquired the
school as a female counterpart of Moses
Brown School see 250 Lloyd Avenue after
Moses Brown became an all-male school, A
modern lower-school building was con
structed east of the main building in 1957
and dedicated to Marion 5, Cole, headmis
tress of the school from 1940 until 1959, In
1968-70, a large addition was built on the
west side of the main building to house the
boarding department, dining facilities, and
an auditorium; the boarding department,
abandoned in 1980, was rededicated in 1981
as a science wing in honor of long-time fac
ulty member Dorothy W. Gifford, The
school acquired the property at 271 Butler
Avenue q.v. in 1943.

51 Ernest F. Salisbury House 1925: A large,
2-story, shingle, 5-hay-facade, center-hall-

with Federal-style entrance with fanlight.
Salisbury was a partner in the firm Nightin
gale, Baker & Salisbury, an iron-and-steel
company founded in the 19th century and
still in business,

65 Dr. Herman C. Pitts House 1930: A large,
symmetrical, 2½-story, hip-roof Georgian
Revival house with a recessed center en
trance pavilion flanked by how windows,
Pitts was a physician.

75 David P. Moulton House 1922: A large,
2½-story, brick, hip-roof, Georgian Revival
house with a glazed entrance vestibule,
Moulton was treasurer of the Wheeden Land
Company.

EASTWOOD AVENUE
166 James McDowell House 1901: A boxy,

2½-story, hip-roof. 3-hay-facade, center-
hall-plan house with a Tuscan-column
porch across the facade and conical-roof tur
ret projecting from the center front slope of
the dormered roof. McDowell was an over
seer at the Weybosset Mills at 34 Dike Street
q.v. in Olneyville.

EATON STREET
[151] Charles V. Chapin Hospital 1910: Martin

& Hall, arhitects, A complex of 3- and
4-story, red-brick-and-limestone-trimmed
Georgian Revival buildings on large, pleas
antly landscaped, park-like grounds. This
city hospital was built for the treatment of
communicable diseases; a tuberculosis ward
was added in 1912. The name was changed
to Chapin Hospital upon the retirement of
one of the city’s leading physicians and
superintendent of health 1884-1932, Since
the late l960s it has been part of the Provi
dence College Campus at [601] River Ave
nue q.v..

176 William M. Harris House 1884: A large,
2½-story, gable-hip-roof, clapboard- and
patterned-shingle, asymmetrical Queen
Anne house with pierced bargeboards and a
large spindlework porch on the north and
east sides, This is one of the best preserved,
large, suburban houses built in Mount Pleas
ant in the late 19th century. Harris was a
:umber dealer, and his family founded
Harris Lumber, the largest business of its
kind in the state today.

230 Saint Pius Roman Catholic Church 1960-
62: Oresto di Saia, architect, A brick-and-
cast-stone church of severe modern design
with a cast-stone tower and pierced-block
belfry surmounted by a large cross. One of
the earliest modern Roman Catholic church
buildings in the city, Saint Pius was built for
a parish carved out of the western portion of
Saint Patrick’s parish as this area underwent
development in the 20th century.

235 William Bailey Estate, "Hillwood" ca.
1855: A stone, 2½-story, asymmetrical Ital
ian villa. The building’s composition is
nicely balanced, with spatial interplay be
tween the solid mass of the semi-octagonal
bay window and octagonal 4-story tower

This handsome house, built as a country
estate in then-rural North Providence, may
have been designed by the important Provi
dence architect Thomas Tefft, who designed
the adjacent Bradley estate q.v.. William
Mason Bailey 18 15-97 was involved in cot
ton manufacturing before the Civil War and
served in the General Assembly during the
Civil War, He was active in real estate man
agement, particularly as principal in the
West Providence Land Co., established in
1853, and as a commissioner for the building
of Providence City Hall at 25 Dorrance
Street q.v.. After Bailey’s death, his dwell
ing became the "House of the Good Shep
herd," a Roman Catholic institution for
wayward girls; in 1955 it was sold to Provi
dence College and is now used as a resi
dence for college administrators,

235 Charles S. Bradley House ca. 1855:
Thomas Tefft, architect. A 2:/1_story, granite.
ashlar; low-gable-roof, asymmetrical Italian-
ate villa with a recessed, arcaded entrance
and a square, 3-story corner tower with a
balcony on the 2nd floor, Bradley 1819-88
was a graduate of Brown University q.v.,
class of 1838, and Harvard Law School; he
served as a state senator from North Provi
dence beginning in 1854 and was elected
chief justice of the Supreme Court of Rhode
Island in 1866. His house is an extremely
important building architecturally as the
city’s only extant country estate known to
have been designed by Tefft; its immediate
source is the Edward King House 1845-47
in Newport, designed by Richard Upjohn.
The house remained in the Bradley family
until 1926, when it became part of Provi
dence College.

916 Winsor-Swan-Whitman Farm ca. 1750, ca.
1810: Though devoid of its surrounding
acreage, this complex includes the farm
house, several sheds, the well, and a small
building used as a school in the 19th cen
tury. The original portion of the house, built
in the mid-I8th century, is a P/:story flank-
gable-roof building. Early in the 19th cen
tury, the family added the 2-story, 3-bay-
facade section at right angles to the original
block and facing Eaton Street, Olney
Winsor’s farm extended from Smith to
Admiral Street between Sharon Street and
River Avenue, While the farm remained in
one family, the farmlands were gradually
sold off in the late 19th and 20th centuries,
As late as the 1940s, however, the family
continued to farm the remaining large lot,
raising much of their own produce.

EDDY STREET
57- Smith Building 1912: Martin & Hall, archi
59 tects, An 8-story, brick-sheathed, steel-

frame, retail and office block with mid-2Oth-
century storefront; pier-and-spandrel sys
tem on the upper stories with Chicago
windows and quoined corners, bracketed
cornice, wide eaves, and flat roof, Smith, a
real estate developer, built this typical, early
20th-century commercial building.

342 Narragansett Electric Lighting Co. 1913 et
seq.: A massive, brick-and-granite-
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trimmed, powerhouse with giant round-arch patients free of charge. Services specifically 957- George A. Toulden Houses 1896-1898: See
windows, a deep limestone entablature, and
4 217-foot, truss-braced, iron, smoke stacks,
None of the original power equipment sur
vives, but two 1919 steam turbines and a
1926 electric turbine remain in place. The
plant has expanded considerably since 1913,
and the main building now carries 7 stacks,
Providence’s first electric utility was the
Rhode Island Electric Lighting Company,
founded in 1882. In 1884, Marsden J. Perry
see 62 Dorrance, 2 George, and 52 Power
Streets led a group of Providence business
men to form a rival company, the Nar
ragansett Electric Lighting Co., and in 1855
Narragansett Electric bought Rhode Island
Electric; at that time it began construction of
a new power house at Eddy and South
Streets, which this complex replaced in
1913. The complex has expanded during the
20th century as demand for electricity grew.

460 Rhode Island Company Power Station,
now the Manchester Street Station 1904:
A complex of early 20th-century brick
buildings. The principal structure is a 4-
story, steel-frame, flat-roof building with
stepped gables and colossal, arcaded
windows with granite trim illuminating the
main generator within, This building, over
shadowed by 2, tall, brick chimney stacks,
was originally the power house for the
Rhode Island Company, which ran electric
trolley cars in Providence, Additions were
made in 1913 and in 1933, when the Nar
ragansett Electric Company bought the
power station to use in conjunction with its
own station at 342 Eddy Street q.v.. A cov
ered conveyor connects this complex with
that just to the north at 342 Eddy Street
q.v..

593 Rhode Island Hospital 1864 et seq.:
Although a quarantine station and a small
pox hospital had stood near this site before
the Revolution, Providence lacked adequate
medical facilities until the middle of the 19th
century. In 1863, after several unsuccessful
attempts at establishing a hospital, the Gen
eral Assembly granted a charter to Rhode
Island Hospital. Large early bequests came
from Captain Thomas Poynton Ives, a medi
cal student, and his father, Moses Brown
Ives see 10 Brown Street. Robert H. Ives
was instrumental in founding the hospital,
and he and the board of directors selected
Samuel Sloan of Philadelphia to design the
hospital; Sloan was well-known for his
expertise in hospital design, and the new
building was laid out using the pavilion sys
tem to isolate the sick, Providence architect
Aipheus Morse was retained to design the
exterior, producing the first polychrome,
High Victorian Gothic structure in the city.
The complex remained little changed until
the turn of the century when the hospital
embarked on three decades of expansion
which added the Taft Outpatient Building
1891; Stone, Carpenter & Willson, archi
tects, the Southwest Pavilion 1900; Stone,
Carpenter & Willson, architects, the Jane
Francis Brown Unit 1922, and several dor
mitories and clinics. During these years,
Rhode Island Hospital emerged as the state’s
major hospital and served 70 percent of its

for children were provided by two early
20th-century additions, the Joseph Samuels
Dental Clinic 1931 and the Josephine E.
Potter Building 1941. In 1950 the adminis
tration recognized the pressing need to mod
ernize both the physical plant and the medi
cal program. A master plan, made possible
by large gifts from George H. Norman of
Newport and Charles J. Davol of Provi
dence, outlined improvements, with empha
sis on becoming a regional medical center
through medical education, research, and
growth. By early 1956, a new main building
Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardson & Abbott
[Boston], architects was occupied. A gift
from Daniel H. George made possible the
construction of the George Building for can
cer patients, completed in the late 1950s; the
Crawford Allen Memorial Unit 1958, adja
cent to the Potter Building, increased facili
ties for children. During the 1960s, the Jane
Brown Unit was enlarged, a new emergency
unit was added, and the l4-story Outpa
tients Building Shepley, Bulfinch, Richard
son & Abbot [Boston], architects was com
pleted. By the 1970s, Rhode Island Hospital
had extended its boundaries north to Borden
Street and across Plain Street to Beacon
Avenue, resulting in great physical changes
to the surrounding neighborhood. With the
inauguration of the Brown University Medi
cal Program, Rhode Island Hospital began to
realize its goal as a research center en
visioned in the 1950s master plan. From a
small city hospital, it has grown into the
major regional medical complex it is today,
treating over 20,000 patients a year.

684 Joseph C. Fanning House ca. 1855: A
2½-story Greek Revival house set gable end
to the street with paneled corner pilasters,
full entablature, and aedicular entrance with
transom light and sidelights. A remnant of
early residential development along the
PawtuxetTurnpike, this house was built by a
carpenter in partnership with Joseph R.
Budlong see 266 Broad Street. The house
was valued at $3,000 when sold to Jabez
Gorham in 1866.

865 George A. Rickard House 1872: A 2’,’:-
story, mansard-roof Second Empire house
with a handsome cupola and Gothic side
porch. Rickard was a grocer at 268 Benefit
Street. This elegant house was a twin to the
house built next door at the same time by
Edwin Briggs, a fruit and confectionery mer
chant; only this one survives, As befits a
house built in a fairly remote residential
neighborhood, this has a carriage house at
the rear, now converted into a dwelling.

909 Christ Episcopal Church 1888: William R.
Walker, & Son, architect. A brick and brown
stone, Victorian Gothic church with fine
molded brick detailing on the corner tower.
The congregation had been established in
the area since 1864 and in 1867 had erected
here a frame chapel designed by Clifton
Hall, This building was moved to a site
across Eddy Street when the present build
ing was begun. This church is well pre
served, but its future is uncertain since its
closing in May 1981.

969 12-52 Glenham Street,

970 Goddard-Steere House 1863: A 2-story,
Italianate house with especially fine pendant
brackets and a matching door hood. The
bracketed cupola is one of the finest in South
Providence. This well detailed house is an
example of the fine suburban houses built on
Eddy Street in the mid-l9th century. Abram
S. Goddard, who operated a planing and
molding shop on Potters Avenue, probably
produced the elaborate brackets himself,
Soon after completing the house in January
1863, he sold it for $3500 to John Steere, a
merchant. Goddard apparently used the
profits from its sale to open a wholesale gro
cery business in 1863 on Exchange Place
now Kennedy Plaza. The Steeres stayed on
in the house until the 1890s,

1002 Willard Johnson House ca. 1850: A pedi
mented end-gable-roof Greek Revival cot
tage with corner pilasters, deep entablature,
and aedicular entrance with sidelights.
Johnson was a pattern maker at the Phenix
Iron Foundry at 110 Elm Street q.v.. Pat
tern makers, skilled craftsmen who pro
duced the original design after which mass-
produced copies were modeled, were well
paid artisans in the 19th century. For the
homes of other pattern makers see 350
Blackstone Street and 437 Public Street.

1041 Amos M. Kent House ca. 1865: A 2½-
story, end-gable-roof, dwelling with brack
eted eaves, door hood, round window in the
gable, and six-over-six windows, This house
is typical of the early modest dwellings of
South Providence, Kent was employed as
an engine turner, a skilled machine operator,
in the metal products industry.

1376 Evelyn’s Glass House Sweets 1932: A
small, i-story, buff-brick, flat-roof Art Deco
store ornamented with corbeled piers
topped by cast-stone finials above the
parapet. This handsome building has a re
cently added door inserted into the char
acteristic Art Deco curved corner entrance
with stepped-up parapet, but it otherwise
retains its handsome period appearance.
This building was originally used as a con
fectionery store owned by Richard and
Evelyn Loud.

EDGE WORTH AVENUE
24 Shadrach Randall House ca. 1835: A 2’!:-

story, flank gable roof, center-hall-plan,
five-bay Greek Revival house with a Doric
portico and two interior chimneys. This
house was moved to this site on July 28,
1949; its original location was probably a
block away on Smithfield Avenue. It retains
most of its original features including six
over-six sash and a typically Greek Revival
wide-plank frieze below the eaves; the
application of the 20th-century wood shin
gling over the original clapboards has
resulted in the removal of the corner pil
asters, This is one of the oldest houses in the
North End.
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EIGHTH STREET
130 Mary Gilheeney House 1879: A I ½-story,

cross-gable-roof house with elaborate win
dow surrounds, bracketed bay windows, a
bracketed corner porch with square posts,
and a similar front porch now missing its
posts. This section of Eighth Street between
Summit Avenue and Hope Street was origi
nally named Gilhenny Street.

ELM STREET
1110 Phenix Iron Foundry Machine Shop 1848:

The Phenix Iron Foundry was the first estab
lishment in Rhode Island, specializing in
machinery for dyeing, bleaching, and print
works. By the latter part of the 19th century,
nearly every bleachery in the United States
had been fitted out by this company. George
D. Holmes organized the company in 1830,
and it incorporated as the Phenix Iron
Foundry in 1832. The first building was
erected in 1830 on a site bounded by Eddy,
Elm, and South Streets; this complex grew to
two acres and was incorporated into the
Narragansett Electric Lighting Company’s
plant upon the Phenix Iron Foundry’s
demise in 1903, and was subsequently de
molished. The only company building re
maining is this 2’la-story, random-ashlar,
gable-roof structure with clerestory monitor.
Original 20-over-20 and 16-over-16 sash
remain in the large, evenly spaced windows.
On each of three floors at each end of the
building are large, round-arch freight doors,
with heavy granite sills; they are graduated
in size from bottom to top. A keystone in
scribed "1848" is set into one of the Elm
Street freight-door arches. The large doors
and windows, the low height, and the few
stories are particular design characteristics of
foundries,

ELMGROVE AVENUE
10 Frank H. Maynard House ca. 1925: A 2-

story, brick- and half-timber, cross-gable-
roof Tudor Revival house with large case
ment windows set under splayed stone lin
tels with keystones, an oriel window, and
half-timbered chamber over the arched
porch. Frank H. Maynard, the president of
the General Fire Extinguisher Company,
lived in New York and probably built this
house for use as his residence during his
business trips to Rhode Island. Nils Peter
son, Maynard’s chauffeur, lived in the carri
age house,

32 Edward C. Joyce House 1895: Howard K.
Hilton, architect, A picturesque, 2½-story,
high-hip-roof house with balustraded Colo
nial Revival porches, wide eaves, a corner
oriel window, and a conical-roof corner tur
ret. Joyce was the city’s recorder of deeds.

100 Albert J. Schmid House 1900: Frederick E.
Field, architect. A large, 2½-story, gabled-
hip-roof house with wide eaves and a large,
Tuscan-column front porch. Schmid was a
principal in J.M. Schmid & Sons, knife
manufacturers.

139- Leo Logan Block 1922, 1932: A 1-story,
149 brick-and-stucco, flat-roof commercial

building in a Mediterranean mode with a

pantile parapet hood and patterned brick
entrances at either end and modern glass
store fronts between. Logan’s block orig
inally housed a Mayflower store, one of the
early local grocery store chains, a hair
dresser, and a pharmacy. It is architecturally
the most interesting of the small commercial
buildings at Elmgrove and Lloyd Avenues
which constitute this early 20th-century
neighborhood’s shopping center,

171 Charles E. Holmes House ca. 1910: A
2’l:-story, fieldstone-and-shingle, dor
mered-hip-roof, bungalow-like house with a
large bay window and a sun porch on the 1st
story, an entrance hood on large brackets,
and bracketed eaves, Holmes was a real
estate broker with an office at 27 North Main
Street,

34t Brown University Stadium 1925: Gavin
Hadden, engineer; Paul Cret, consulting
architect. A reinforced-concrete stadium
seating 20,000. The southwest section, seat
ing 16,000, is a tall structure with 5 high
arches facing Sessions Street; tall pylons
capped with niches flank this arcade. The
lower section, on the northeast, seats 4,000.
Discussion of the need for such a facility for
Brown began at least as far back as 1917, and
this open space - somewhat removed from
the university but already in its possession
- was selected with the intention of creat
ing a large athletic complex, including other
playing fields and a modern gymnasium,
built across the street at 425 Elmgrove Ave
nue q.v..

425 Marvel Gymnasium 1927-28: Clarke &
Howe, architects; Gavin Hadden, engineer.
A large, brick Georgian Revival gymnasium
set gable end to the street. The pedimented
front pavilion is organized as a blind arcade
with limestone Tuscan pilasters. The build
ing, set back slightly from the street, is
reached by steps and a terrace, the most
prominent feature of which is a bronze
statue of Bruno, the school’s mascot. The
front of the building contains offices, locker
rooms, and exercise rooms; the gym itself is
in the larger rear section. This building
superseded Lyman Gymnasium on the
Brown campus q.v. and is part of the 1920s
athletic complex created on Elmgrove Ave
nue; it was conceived as a far larger struc
ture, with indoor playing fields and a swim
ming pool, amenities realized only in the
1970s with the completion of the Aldrich-
Dexter Field complex at 225-235 Hope Street
q.v.. The gym was named for Brown’s
long-time director of athletics, Frederick W.
Marvel see 281 Olney Street.

612 Fergus J. McOsker House 1931: John F.
O’Malley, architect, An asymmetrical, 2-
story, brick, gable-and-tile-hip-roof Medi
terranean style house with round-arch
windows, iron balconies, and an arcaded
entrance loggia. McOsker was a lawyer.

716 George F. O’Shaunessy House 1931: A
large, brick, 2½-story, multi-gable Tudor
Revival residence with stone trim, large
casement windows, and an unusual brack
eted door hood, O’Shaunessy was a partner

in the law firm of O’Shaunessy and Cannon,

722 Everett J. Horton House 1928: A large,
2½-story, brick-and-half-timbered, multi-
gable Tudor Revival house with large case
ment windows and an elaborately timbered
projecting front gable’ section, Horton
owned a wholesale flour business,

730 Robert M. Gilman House 1930: A large,
brick 2’lz-story, 5-bay-facade center-hall-
plan Georgian Revival house with a modil
lion cornice, keystones on the second floor
windows, and wide stone lintels above the
1st floor windows. The central entrance has
sidelights, a fanlight and a Corinthian porch
surmounted by an elaborate balustrade with
urn finials; a Palladian window framed by a
brick arch is above the portico. Gilman was
the vice president of Coated Textile Mills
Inc.

738 Herbert R. Dean House 1926: A 1½-story,
dormered-flank-gable-roof, 5-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan Colonial Revival house
with a deep porch across the front sheltering
an entrance with sidelights and transom
light. Herbert R. Dean was an officer at the
Shepley Land Company.

750 Hiram W. Emery House 1930: A large,
2½-story, flank-gable-roof, 5-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan Georgian Revival house
with a clapboard front and brick end walls,
splayed lintels with keystones, and entrance
with sidelights and a blind fan, Emery was a
wire manufacturer; in 1935 he sold the
house to Winthrop Winslow, an insurance
broker,

757 Mack Forman House 1939: A 2-story,
stucco-and-rustic-weatherboard, L-plan
cross-gable-roof Tudor Revival house with a
conical-roof entrance turret in the nook of
the L. Forman was a salesman when he built
this house,

760 Harry B. Mead House 1928: A large,
2-story, brick-and-half-timber, multi-gable
Tudor Revival house with bands of case
ment windows and a large stone chimney
stack rising beside the front door. Mead was
a salesman,

768 Fred H. Perkins House 1929: William T.
Aldrich, architect, A rather severe, long, low,
2-story, brick, hip-roof, Neo-Georgian
house with massive towering end-wall
chimneys, a brick dentil cornice, and a sim
ple arcaded Regency type porch. This house
was originally painted white. Perkins 1879-
1937 entered the jewelry manufacturing
business with his father, Charles H. Perkins.
He turned to real estate development after
his father’s death.

ELMHURST AVENUE
18 Benjamin Parker House 1904: This is a

good example of the Queen Anne/Colonial
Revival transitional suburban house of the
early 20th century; it is a boxy, 2½-story,
hip-roof structure with a conical-roof corner
turret and a Tuscan-column porch across the
front. Parker was a machinist.
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49 St. Pius School 1928: A 2-story, flat-roof, 163 pair of 2-story, 3-family Queen Anne struc- mental i-story structure of Indiana lime-
red-brick-and-limestone, Tudor Revival
parochial school with projected, buttressed,
crenellated entrance tower with a Gothic-
arch door surmounted by a large, parapeted
oriel, This is the parish school for the church
at [230J Eaton Street q.v..

ELMWAY STREET
30 John B. Olevson House 1927: A 1-story,

stucco, asymmetrical Spanish Colonial
house with the entrance set within an arch
and a flat roof behind a parapet. Most of the
windows are grouped metal casements, save
for a large, round-arch window on the
facade, Olevson was a furniture dealer.

ELMWOOD AVENUE
10 Grace Church Cemetery 1834, 1843, ca.

1860: The level, triangular, 9-acre burial
ground is located in the angle between Broad
Street and Elmwood Avenue. The Corpora
tion of Grace Episcopal Church purchased
four acres running southward from the
Broad Street-Elmwood Avenue intersection
in October 1834, By 1842, the initial pur
chase was platted symmetrically into dia
mond-shaped sections separated by avenues
named after trees. In the center, a small,
diamond-shaped area was set aside as an
open space known as "Cemetery Square."
The southern section purchased in No
vember 1843 was platted in May 1848 by
Cushing & Walling, local surveyors, in a
simple grid pattern. A receiving vault, built
into a raised mound in the southern section,
probably was erected ca. 1850, Its granite
front, consisting of ramped retaining walls
flanking a pedimented center section with
paneled pilasters and elaborate paneled
door, is a handsome example of Greek de
tailing. About 1860, the gate lodge or super
,ntendent’s cottage at the Trinity Square
entrance was built, A modest Gothic Revival
cottage of the type popularized by A.J.
Downing’s The Architecture of Country
Houses see Design IV, which this resem
bles, it was handsomely restored in 1982 by
the Elmwood Foundation, a neighborhood
preservation group, for use as its head
quarters.

63 Silas ‘M. Field House ca. 1857: The city’s
largest octagonal house, this is a 2-story
stuccoed structure probably built of the
aggregate mixture advocated for such struc
tures by the man who promoted the octagon
house, Orson Squire Fowler with a large
rear wing and mansard roof. Field was a jew
eler who lived here until his death in 1886;
his son Silas E. Field, also a jeweler, lived
here until 1900.

123 Rev. John A. Perry House 1862-75: A
large, 3-story, L-plan, 2-family Italianate
dwelling with window caps and console
supports, and eaves decorated with console
brackets with pendants; a Colonial Revival,
Tuscan-column porch is a 20th-century ad
dition, This was built as an investment;
Perry lived nearby at 11 Sprague Street
q.v..

155, Aldrich B. Gardiner Houses ca. 1886: A

tures with high mansard roofs; 155 has a
spire-topped octagonal corner tower, while
163 has a square, diagonally positioned cor
ner bay window rising a full three stories,
They are similar in plan to the nearby struc
ture at 179-181 Elmwood Avenue and to
412-414 Angell Street on the East Side q.v..
In 1892 tenants of 155 were Frank A. Chase,
cashier of the Rhode Island National Bank;
Lucy A, Burke, widow of the jeweler Daniel
B. Burke; and George T. Hart. a clerk at the
Providence Gas Company. Frank T. Pearce,
a gold pen and pencil case manufacturer;
Mrs. Etta Belcher, an artist; and Newell W.
Belcher, co-owner of the Belcher & Loomis
hardware store on Weybosset Street, were
the occupants of 163, Gardiner was a jewelry
manufacturer who lived farther south on
Elmwood Avenue.

Stiliman P. Doane House 1896: High-
shouldered, mansard-roof, 2-family house
with a spire-topped, octagonal corner tower
trimmed with iron crestings. The facades
display a mixture of Queen Anne incised flo
ral decorations and swags and other Colo
nial Revival motifs, Doane, a fish whole
saler, lived on the 1st floor. His first tenants
were Daniel S. Parkhurst, an engraver, and
Edward C. Parkhurst, a clerk.

244 Second Church of Christ, Scientist 1927-
28: Charles H, Lockwood, architect, A 1-
story, broad-front, flat-roof, yellow brick
church with a tetrastyle Ionic portico and
triple entrance. Its Roman Classical design is
characteristic of Christian Science churches.
C. Prescott Knight, a local resident, church
member, and a member of the textile manu
facturing family, donated the site in honor of
his wife, Jessie Cone Knight. The Second
Church of Christ, Scientist was founded ca.
1922,

260 Jeffrey Davis House, now the Page
Funeral Home ca. 1888: Stone, Carpenter
& Willson, architects, A restrained, 2½-
story, hip-roof Queen Anne dwelling with
front and side gables, a semi-octagonal wing
on the Princeton Avenue elevation, and an
elaborate entrance porch with turned col
umns. Davis was treasurer of the Lippitt
Manufacturing Company when he first oc
cupied this house, and he later served as
president of the Quidnick Manufacturing
Company; both were major textile manu
factories. In 1937, the house became a
funeral home.

265 Duty S. Salisbury house ca. 1893: A 2½-
story, hip-roof Queen Anne dwelling with
front and side gables and a prominent 3-
story, octagonal corner tower, The exterior,
though clad in aluminum siding, retains its
delicate spindlework entrance and 3-story
gable porches. The original owner was a
partner with A,W, Bullock in Duty S. Salis
bury & Co., a carpet-remnants concern at
119 Union Street,

271 Knight Memorial Library 1923-24:
Edward S. Tilton New York, architect.
Sited well back from the street, the hand
some Knight Memorial Library is a monu

stone set on a high granite basement and
entered through an arched portal at the head
of a grand staircase, Its copper-clad hip roof
is capped with palmette acroteria. Ulti
mately, the design harkens back to Italian
Renaissance sources, but it is more particu
larly related to that breed of neoclassical
civic buildings originated in this country by
McKim, Mead & White’s Boston Public Li
brary of the I880s, the beginning of what
some critics call the American Renaissance,
Inside, high-ceiling reading and reference
rooms, illuminated by large, round-arch
windows, flank a central lobby with the
main desk. This chaste and imposing struc
ture was built to house the Elmwood Public
Library, founded in 1915. Occupying the
grounds that were part of the Robert Knight
estate, the library was given in memory of
Robert and Josephine Knight by their chil
dren, Edith Knight, Webster Knight see 118
Princeton Avenue, Clinton Prescott Knight,
and Sophie Knight Rousmaniere. The
Knight heirs also provided an endowment
for the maintenance of the building,

315 Stephens Apartments ca. 1928: A 4-story,
U-plan, flat-roof, dark-brown-brick struc
ture with a central courtyard. This vaguely
Georgian structure, the largest apartment
house built in Elmwood in the early 20th
century, replaced the house built here by
William V, Daboll see 172 DaboIl Street.
This is one of the largest of the dozen apart
ment buildings erected in Elmwood between
1913 and the early l930s. Such buildings
came into fashion during the first three dec
ades of the 20th century, particularly in
middle- and upper-income neighborhoods
like Elmwood and the East Side.

344 The Elmwood Club ca. 187W: Built as a
duplex for Benjamin F, Aldrich, this large
and ornate 2½-story building with a man
sard roof and mock half-timbering became
the home of the Elmwood Club in 1890.
Founded as a men’s club on March 3, 1890,
when such organizations were much in
vogue throughout the city, it closed in 1910
and the building became the Princess Apart
ments,

353 Elmwood Christian Church 1914-IS:
Gorham Henshaw, architect, A brick, Eng
lish Tudor-style, auditorium-type church
and parish house complex designed by a
local architect who specialized in churches,
The Elmwood Christian Church was formed
in 1912 through the merger of the Elmwood
Congregational and Broad Street Christian
churches, The Congregational Church, the
first church in Elmwood, was organized in
1851 and in that year built a small frame
church at the northeast corner of Elmwood
Avenue and Burnett Street, In 1867 the
building was moved to 353 Elmwood Ave
nue and enlarged to four times its former
stze, The resulting Gothic sanctuary, essen
tially a new building, was designed by local
architect Clifton A. Hall, It served the Con
gregational Church until 1912 and was used
by the Christian Church until 1914, when
the old building was demolished and this
one erected on the same site. In 1954 the
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church, Its membership having declined brothers, operating a store in New York from century. Her will stipulated that the land be
significantly, closed its doors, The building
then became the home of the First Presbyte
rian Church, a South Providence group
established in 1872,

376 Elmwood Lodge Number 16, Knights of
Pythias Hall 1897: A 3-story, flat-roof,
brick structure with stores on the 1st story
and lodge rooms and flats above; several bay
windows on the facade provide illumination
for the upper stories, which have window
less side walls. It was the first substantial
brick block on Elmwood Avenue.

421 Dr. Edmund D. Chesebro House 1900:
Frederick E. Field, architect. The home of a
prosperous physician, this large, 2½-story
Queen Anne/Colonial Revival dwelling has
a brick 1st story and banded shingles on the
upper stories, A corner turret and prominent
gables - the front one has a Palladian
window - conceal the high hip roof. In the
late 1970s the International Institute ac
quired the house for its headquarters and did
extensive restoration of the building.

445 Saint Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
1938-39; addition, 1949: Designed by
Frederick Ellis Jackson of Jackson, Robertson
& Adams, the church is a modern Gothic
structure, with a stone facade and brick
flanks, The second church built by a congre
gation founded in 1866 and reorganized in
1895, it stands on the site of a small estate
established about 1810 by Captain Jonathan
Donnison. Captain Donnison had com
manded the ship George Washington, owned
by Providence merchant John Brown, on her
earliest voyage to China, Departing from
Providence late in 1787, the ship had be
come the first from Rhode Island, and one of
the first from the new republic, to dock at
Canton. The Donnison house was demol
ished in 1938 for construction of the church,

480 Potter-Downes House ca. 1859: Two-
story, square Italianate dwelling with brack
eted eaves and porch trim. The original
owner, the manufacturing jeweler Christo
pher C. Potter, sold the house in 1861 to
Lewis T. Downes, A merchant, Downes
subsequently held important positions in
several local insurance firms, Soon after his
death in 1910, Mrs. Rosa E. Godfrey con
verted the structure into a rooming house
named The Godfrey.

[500] Joseph Jesse Cooke Estate Site: Now en
tirely built up, the tract bounded by Elm-
wood, Congress, and Lexington Avenues,
and extending east nearly to Meirose Street,
was the home of the leading spirit behind
the development of lower Elmwood. Cooke
1813-1881, a Providence native, was a suc
cessful merchant in New York; in the spring
of 1843 he returned to Rhode Island, pur
chased a 110-acre section of a I7th’century
farm established by John Sayles, and named
his estate "Elmwood," The tract included
much of the western half of Elmwood south
of Locust Grove Cemetery. Cooke intended
to support himself by farming. Within a few
years, however, his career as a farmer ended
in failure, and he went into business with his

his Elmwood home, Cooke was the prime
mover in the development of Elmwood and
began platting of his farm in 1854; he re
served for himself the block bounded by
Elmwood, Congress, and Lexington Ave
nues, On his land, Cooke grew fruits and
vegetables for the Providence market, It is
said to have been through his efforts that the
tomato, whose food value had never before
been accepted locally, became popular in
Providence, Cooke’s estate was subdivided
shortly after his death,

520 Providence Institution for Savings,
Elmwood Branch Office 1949: Harkness &
Geddes, architects, A square, i-story struc
ture whose smooth finished, limestone-
block walls and large, plate-glass windows
reflect the influence of the International
Style. This structure is the finest post-World
War II commercial building in Elmwood and
one of the best of its era in Rhode Island.

i55i Columbus Square: This small triangular
plot, originally known as Elmwood Park,
was deeded to the town of Cranston in 1864
by J.J. Cooke. In the late 19th century it be
came one of Elmwood’s focal points when
several of the area’s finest homes were built
fronting it, In 1895 it was renamed Colum
bus rark when the Columbus Monument,
donated by the Elmwood Club and local
citizenry, was dedicated, The bronze figure
of Columbus is a replica of a silver statue
designed by Auguste Bartholdi the famed
French sculptor of the Statue of Liberty ex
hibited at the Columbian Exposition held in
Chicago in 1892 to celebrate the 400th anni
versary of Columbus’s discovery of the New
World, Like the original silver statue, the
bronze copy was cast at the nearby Gorham
foundry. The park was rehabilitated by the
Mayor’s Office of Community Development
in 1978.

638 Cyril A. Babcock House 1887: Robert
Patterson, builder, A 2½-story Queen Anne
dwelling with cross-gable roof, hip-roof cor
ner tower, patterned shingles, and an ample,
full-width front porch. Babcock was the sec
retary and treasurer of the Union Railroad
Company and later the comptroller of the
Rhode Island Company before his death in
1920. Between 1924 and 1976 the structure
was used as a funeral home.

775 Elmwood Diner 1946: A Worcester diner,
this modest, center-entrance, steel structure
has a bowed, trolley-car-like roof. The inte
rior contains its original chrome cooking
area, ceramic tile floor and wall surfaces, and
wooden booths. Established by Ralph Nar
ducci, the structure - then called the Cen
tral Diner - was originally located at the
corner of Aborn and Fountain Streets down
town, It was moved to its present location by
Mr. Narducci about 1953.

950 Roger Williams Park 1872 et seq.: This
430-acre park began as a 100-acre tract be
queathed to the City of Providence in 1871
by Betsey Williams, a great-great-great-
granddaughter of Roger Williams, It had
been a Williams family farm since the 17th

used for public recreation and named for
Roger Williams. Located astride the Provi
dence-Cranston border, the farm was re
luctantly accepted by the city. Nevertheless,
noted landscape architect H.W.S. Cleveland
of Chicago was engaged to create a plan for
the development of roads, lakes, and plant
ings. Cleveland, noted for his picturesque
designs based on the concept of organic
unity between the man-made and the natu
ral environments, laid out a series of
winding drives adapted to the landscape and
providing both incidental views and long
vistas from select spots. A swamp was par
tially drained and excavated to form three
small lakes, Dense foliage was thinned, and
informal groups of shrubbery were intro
duced throughout the park. As additional
tracts of land were added to the park, Cleve
land’s plan was extended to produce a pic
turesquely landscaped whole. The original
bequest included the Williams cemetery and
the so-called Betsey Williams Cottage
1773, the homestead on family land built
by Betsey Williams’s grandfather. Later
buildings include the Stable 1891; the
Menagerie 1891-1892, the first home of the
park zoo; the Museum 1894-1895; Martin &
Hall, architects, a "French Chateau Style"
building housing a natural history museum;
Daliymple Boat 1-louse 1896; Martin & Hall,
architects; the Carousel 1896; the Casino
1896-1897; Edwin T. Banning, architect;
and the neoclassical Temple of Music 1924;
William T. Aldrich, architect. A number of
statues and monuments fill the park, includ
ing the statue of Roger Williams 1877;
Franklin Simmons, sculptor, The Sentinel
1851; Thomas Frederick Hoppin, sculptor,
The Falconer 1889, H,H. Kitson, sculptor,
and the Anna Hawke Man Memorial Gates,
Later features include the Japanese Garden
and extensive greenhouses. Restoration of
the park began in 1975, after the election of
Mayor Vincent A, Cianci, Jr. and under the
supervision of Superintendent of Parks
James Diamond; work has included restora
tion of several of the 19th-century buildings
and the redesign and rebuilding of the zoo
Kite-Palmer Associates, architects. A fine
example of the parks movement of the sec
ond half of the 19th century, Roger Williams
Park provided welcome relief to hundreds of
thousands of city-bound workers in the pre
automobile days. It remains the major public
recreational facility in the city: its jogging
paths are hlled much of the year, its lakes a
popular place for boating and skating, and
its zoo continuing to draw thousands
annually.

EMPIRE STREET "S
87 Providence Institution for Savings, now

Old Stone Bank, Empire Street Branch
1929: I-lowe & Church, architects, assisted
by Jackson, Robertson & Adams. A 3-story,
Classical Revival, granite-and -brick -

sheathed, steel-frame building with a fully
articulated, stylized triumphal-arch motif
monumentalizing both the Empire and
Ahorn Street facades, Mullioned windows
fill the arch, and the main entrances are in its
lower portion. The banking hall has been
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heavily altered, Built as a branch by the suc
cessor firm to the Providence Institution for
Savings founded 1819 at 86 South Main
Street q.v., this building is the visual high
light in a block of simpler, early 20th-cen
tury commercial buildings.

fl50 Providence Public Library 1900, 1952-54:
Stone, Carpenter & Willson, architects;
Howe, Prout & Ekman, architects for the
addition, The original building is a richly
articulated, 2-story, granite-and-brick-
sheathed structure of Venetian Renaissance
inspiration with a low, copper-clad hip roof,
It is set back from Washington Street on a
high terrace with a sweeping double stair
and balustrade leading to a triple entrance
centered on the 13-bay Washington Street
facade; the 1st story is rusticated, and the
tall, round-arch 2nd story windows are
framed with Corinthian pilasters. Stone,
Carpenter & Willson, Providence’s leading
turn-of-the-century architectural firm, won
the competition for the public library build
ing in the mid- 1890s with a design that owes
much to Sansovino’s library on St. Mark’s
Square in Venice, erected in 1554, Plans and
elevations of the Providence librarybuilding
were published in the prestigious American
Architect and Building News and received
wide acclaim, Its elaborate interiors remain
largely intact, A 25-year drive for additional
facilities culminated in the completion of a
1954 addition: a 3-story, granite-and-
marble-veneer, steel-frame Moderne struc
ture, as stripped-down and "clean" in its aes
thetic rationale as the old building is elab
orated. This addition largely ignores the
scale and texture of the original building and
attempts. by siting, to hide the earlier struc
ture, Established in 1875, the Providence
Public Library successively occupied parts of
three buildings - including the Butler Ex
change - before moving to the 1900 struc
ture, substantially the gift of John Nicholas
Brown, It continues to function as a resource
center of statewide importance.

ESTEN STREET
10 Patrick Denahy House 18th century,

probably before 175W: Moved to this site
1857, this 2½-story house has a gable roof
with an overhang on the southern end. Its
facade has an irregularly space 5-bay treat
ment on the 1st story and four irregularly
spaced windows on the 2nd; the central en
trance is framed by a Federal-style doorway
with engaged colonnettes, sidelights, and a
transom light. The house was probably built
as a 3-bay dwelling -with a massive chimney
directly behind the entrance hall. The Fed
eral detailing was added early in the 19th
century, probably after the house was ex
tended two bays on its present northern side.
The massive chimney was probably re
moved when the house was brought to this
site by Patrick Denahy, a tailor who had
previously lived on State Street.

EVERETT AVENUE
18 Warren S. Locke House 1904: A 2½’story,

shingle house with a front porch. bay
window terminating in a conical roof, and
stuccoed gables with wooden trusswork,

Locke was a teacher at the Rhode Island
School of Design. -

111 Everett Apartments 1915: W. Howard
Walker, architect, A symmetrical 3-story,
stuccoed apartment building with wide,
bracketed eaves, picture windows, and cor
ner sun porches. This apartment building,
originally known as The Everett, was built
by T, Manning Grimes, a clerk; Karl Hum
phrey, an engineer; and W. Howard Walker,
of W.R. Walker & Son, who was probably
responsible for the design.

EVERGREEN STREET
96 George J. Combe House 1873: A 1 i/1story,

cross-gable-roof, side-hall-plan Italianate
house with extremely elaborate and plentiful
detailing including modillion cornices on the
bay window and door hood, bracketed
window caps, and lacy bargeboards on the
eaves, Combe was a chaser - embellisher
- of jewelry.

EXCHANGE TERRACE
City Hall Park 1892, 1898, 1906,1911,1952:
A landscaped park bounded by Exchange
Terrace to the north and east, Washington
Street and Kennedy Plaza to the south, and
Dorrance Street to the west, and divided by
Francis Street. This open space is subdivided
by rambling paths through each of the two
sections, Statuary includes the equestrian
portrait of General Ambrose E. Burnside
1887; Launt Thompson, sculptor and the
complex figural composition of the Bajnotti
Fountain 1902; Enid Yandell, sculptor in
the eastern section and the Scout Monument
1911; Henri Schonhardt, sculptor, ded
icated to Major Henry H. Young, in the
western section, This park was created when
the present Union Station was built on the
site of the Great Cove Basin; land was filled
here, too, to create an artificial knoll, a land
scaped approach from Kennedy Plaza to
Union Station, built above the existing
grade. The park was dedicated in 1892 and
landscaped following the completion of the
station in 1898. Monumental sculpture was
added in the first decade of the 20th century,
including the relocation of the Burnside
Monument from Exchange Place in 1906,
The monuments in the park are randomly
placed, serving no discernable visual
purpose, and are at odds with the landscap
ing of the park. Laid out in a more pictur
esque manner than Exchange Place Mall to
the south, City Hall Park contrasts with that
busier area and sets off Union Station. Con
ceived in the late 19th-century City Beautiful
spirit, it is less successful as a pedestrian
transportation link than as a retreat,

*3 Federal Building Annex, now John 0.
Pastore Building 1938-40: Jackson. Rob
ertson & Adams, architects. The 3-story,
brick-and-stone-sheathed, steel-frame struc
ture with truncated hip roof may best be
described as being in the streamlined or
Moderne Colonial style. The 5-bay, 2-story.
stone frontispiece embellished with Art
Deco reliefs illustrating mail distribution is
defined by stylized Tuscan pilasters sup
porting the dentil cornice and flanked by

2-story projecting gable-end pavilions. The
original stone-sheathed lobby is simple yet
dignified and handsome, Built to relieve
overcrowding in the adjacent Federal Build
ing 1908, this annex replaced the city’s fire
department headquarters 1903. It served as
the main post office for Providence until the
automated facility in the West River Indus
trial Park was completed in 1960. It was
named after the former governor and United
States senator in 1978. The Pastore Building
is a typical and good example of structures
erected by the federal government under the
auspices of the Works Progress Administra
tion during the Depression.

*4 Union Station 1896-98: Stone, Carpenter&
Willson, architects, A complex of 4 structures
the 5th, the easternmost, burned in 1941,
but its basement remains including the
large, central passenger station flanked by
2-story buildings and the 4-story office
building at the western end of the complex.
All are yellow Roman brick, brownstone-
trimmed, steel-frame structures with dentil
cornices and hip roofs, Stylistically the com
plex may be described as a well-conceived
mixture of Renaissance and American colo
nial motifs characteristic of much civic and
commercial architecture of the 1890s, The
colorism of the exterior is a throwback, but
the correct dryness of the detail, the symme
try and axial planning, and the avoidance of
the picturesque are hallmarks of the Ameri
can Renaissance and the City Beautiful
movement, The passenger station has a
prolecting central pavilion designed as a
triumphal-arch "gateway" entrance, Its 2-
story exterior articulation belies the interior
spatial organization, with a large, double-
height, rectangular waiting room occupying
most of this block, The flanking buildings
originally a freight depot and a restaurant
have altered interiors, but the restaurant,
immediately west of the passenger station,
retains its original fireplace with an elabo
rate Colonial Revival mantel, Built to replace
the first Union Station 1848; Thomas Tefft,
architect, which stood 500 feet south, in the
middle of today’s Kennedy Plaza, Union
Station was conceived on a--monumental
civic scale as a gateway to the city-!t stands
on an artificial knoll created to elevate the
railroad tracks above grade; it makes use of
pedestrian subways to provide access to the
several tracks at the rear of the complex. As
the major transportation center for the city, it
combined both local commuter-rail and
inter-city service, and its location over
looking Exchange Place made connection
with local and suburban trolley and bus lines
easy. The large canopy over the entrance,
the colonnades connecting the buildings,
and the original shed over the tracks had
been removed by the early l950s, when the
entire complex was painted a monochro
matic grey. It has undergone a period of
decline since the l950s, concurrent with
waning railroad passenger use, In 1976, its
exterior was cleaned and returned to the
original color scheme; its interior, patched
and repainted, Under the Capitol Center
project, the complex is scheduled for re
cycling once the new station see Station
Place is built and the tracks are moved.
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Plans also call for the reconstruction of the
eastern building. A handsome and well-sited
building, Union Station is a major monu
ment of late 19th- and early 20th-century
civic planning, linking local and interstate
transportation systems; it gave Providence
one of the finest intermodal transportation
systems in the country. Its reliance on under
ground ramps and the sophisticated truss-
work on the viaduct at its rear made it an
engineering milestone,

FARMINGTON AVENUE
100 Rodney Dyer House ca. 1875: A large,

2½-story, mansard-roof, Second Empire
house with paired windows and oriel on the
second floor, Its long front porch shelters a
central entrance flanked by hay windows.
Dyer owned a pork-packing company.

FELIX STREET
One block long between Chalkstone Avenue
and Valley Street, Felix Street opened in
1884 as part of the Mason and Okie Plat; it
documents the rapid change in form of
multiple-family dwellings in the late 19th
and early 20th century: the 2½-story, rec
tangular, 3-bay-facade house 21 Felix; the
2½-story, cross-gable-roof dwelling with
projecting bay windows and porches 56-
58; and the variety of forms used for the
3-decker, from the irregularly massed Queen
Anne mode 39-41 of the 1890s to the sim
ple box 64-66, built ca, 1925. By 1892 only
one dwelling had been built on the street; its
residents - all with Anglo-Saxon surnames
- included an iron worker, an engineer, and
a clerk,

FILLMORE STREET
39- Cottages ca. 1875-85: These cottages, set
83 gable end to the street, are typical of those

built in the late 19th century on Smith Hill,
Many are identical to those on Bath and
Lydia Streets q.v. by Andrew Dickhaut,
who constructed at least five of these, In the
early 1890s, the area was heavily Irish, and
residents of the street included 23 laborers,
16 weavers, five fabric finishers, three
spinners, and several loom repairers. No
doubt many of these men worked nearby in
the Oriental Mill at 20] Admiral Street q.v.
or the Silver Spring Bleachery at 387 Charles
Street qv.

FOREST STREET

37- James L. Crowell House 1890: A 2½-story,
39 cross-gable-roof, Queen Anne, 2-family

house with a spindlework porch with
ramped railings and gable trim including
scrolls and paneling. Crowell was the super
intendent of the Silver Spring Dyeing and
Bleaching Company see 387 Charles
Street.

40 Rowland G. Hawes House 1904: A 2½-
story, brick-and-shingle, cross-gable-roof,
2-family house with a Tuscan-column front
porch. Hawes, a partner in the Providence
Steam Trap Co., built this typical, large,
middle-income, 2-family house as an invest
ment; he lived across the street at 45 Forest
Street q.v..

45 John B. Earle House 1870: A 2½-story.
3-bay, center-hall-plan Italianate house with
a low hip roof, square cupola, bracketed
eaves, molded window caps, and 2-story
rear eli, Earle, a mason, built this on land
bought from Luther Salisbury see 50 Forest
Street. In 1892. Roland C. Hawes bought
the house and made extensive alterations,
including a large, Queen Anne veranda on
three sides and small, octagonal turret on the
northwest corner, The Queen Anne veranda
has since been replaced with a simpler
porch. The mansard-roof carriage house,
now much altered, survives as a 2-family
house at 114-116 Ivy Street,

46 Willard I. Lansing House 1905: A 1½-
story, shingle, gambrel-roof house with a
large porch now enclosed on the side, eye
brow dormers, and a very fine Art Nouveau
stained-glass oriel window on the east
elevation, Lansing, a lumber dealer, evi
dently had an automobile because he con
structed a fine gambrel-roofed garage with
stained-glass windows beside his house,

49 George R. Sherman House 1887: A small,
cross-gable-roof, clapboard-and-shingle
Queen Anne cottage that derives its visual
impact from the complexity of the massing.
This was one of four cottages built on specu
lation by the heirs of Joseph Tempest. The
others are 53 Forest, 109, and 111 Ivy Street.
Sherman was the treasurer of the Provi
dence Gas Burner Company.

50- Luther Salisbury House ca. 1849: A 1½-
story, flank gable-roof, 5-bay-facade, center-
hall-plan Greek Revival house with a deep
entablature, paneled corner pilasters, and a
characteristic classical entrance, with side
lights and a transom light, flanked by pilas
ters and now sheltered by a deep, pedi
mented, early 20th-century Colonial Revival
portico. The main block has 2 end-waIl
chimneys and a 1½-story wing to the east.
The house is notable for its well-preserved
state and the early outbuilding at rear. At the
time he built this house, Salisbury, a
yeoman, owned all the land on Forest Street
between Camp and Ivy Streets.

FOUNTAIN STREET
35 Providence journal Building 1934, 1948,
69 1978: Albert Kahn, Incorporated, architect,

A 4-story, brick-sheathed, steel-frame neo
Georgian building with a flat roof. Eighteen
bays wide and nine bays deep, the building
has a central entrance and mullioned round-
arch windows on the 1st story, brick pilas
ters separating the rectangular windows on
the 2nd and 3rd stories, a heavy cornice
above the 3rd story, and evenly spaced rec
tangular windows on the 4th story. The
interiors, refinished in the late 1970s by
Warren Platner Associates, are a fine exam
ple of 1970s high-style corporate chic. The
Providence Journal Company. founded in
1829, was publishing the state’s leading
newspaper by the late 19th century. The
Metcalf family, owners of The Wanskuck
Company, acquired the paper at the turn of
the century and still remains active in man
agement of the business. The Journal rapidly

outgrew its 1906 headquarters at 203 West
minster Street q.v., and the company con
structed the present facilities in the early
1930s; the 4th story was added in 1948. The
major downtown building project during the
Depression years, the Providence Journal
Company Building demonstrates the contin
ued preference for Georgian-inspired build
ings in Providence, The building, with its
well-scaled mass and detailing, is an impor
tant part of Fountain Street, A 1-story
garage, immediately east of the main block,
houses newspaper delivery trucks.

4Q Gardner Building ca- 1918, 1925: An 8-
story, stone-and-yellow-brick-sheathed,
steel-frame building with a 9-story tower on
northeast corner; display windows and alu
minum entrance on the 1st story; regular
piers terminating in arches above the 8th
floor. Built as an office building by Nathan L.
Gardner, president of R.L. Greene Paper
Company, the structure was expanded and
renovated in 1925 when Bryant and Stratton
Business College bought it, the main altera
tion being the addition of the two uppermost
stories. It now houses business offices and
several departments of the city government.

112 Palmer Block 1915: Stone, Carpenter &
Sheldon, architects. A 7-story, brick-
sheathed, steel-frame building with a gener
ally original storefront; and pier-and-
spandrel system on the upper stories re
solved into a 7-bay pier-and-spandrel sys
tem with each bay containing 3 sash
windows; the 4 top stories - an addition -

are sheathed in a contrasting color brick. A
stone parapet above the 7th floor screens the
flat roof. Built by Julius Palmer of Warwick,
the Palmer Block has housed retail stores at
street level and offices upstairs throughout
its history.

*205W Police and Fire Department Headquarters
215 1938-4W: Office of the Commissioner of

Public Buildings, architect. A 4-story, stone-
sheathed, steel-frame Moderne/Classical
building with an L plan and a flat roof. The
first story. of smooth-cut stone and regularly
spaced windows, is treated as a basement,
Above. the pedimented central pavilion with
4 simple pilasters is flanked by 11 window
bays on the 2nd and 3rd stories which are
connected vertically by decorated metal
spandrels. A stringcourse above the 3rd
story sets off regularly spaced windows on
the 4th story; a parapet crowns the building.
This structure brought the police and fire
departments together in one building. The
Central Police Station 1895 stood on a
block bounded by Fountain, Sabin, and
Beverly Streets. The Central Fire Station
1873 at the east end of Exchange Plaza -

on the site of the present Federal Building -

was replaced by a structure on Exchange
Terrace - on the current site of the Federal
Building Annex. Though rather austere, this
building complements the more elaborate
public library building across the street,
Unfortunately, the building’s facade faces a
side street, while its unadorned, irregular
and unattractive rear elevation, because of
clearance of buildings which stood behind it,
faces busy LaSalle Square.
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FRANCIS STREET
106 Rhode Island Medical Society Building

1911-12: Clark, Howe and Homer, one of
the leading Providence architectural firms of
the early 20th century, designed this rather
Adamesque 2-story, Federal Revival brick
building with sandstone trim, The 5-bay
facade has a center entrance surmounted by
a segmental-arch pedimented window, A
wide modillion cornice separates the second
story from the parapet which surrounds the
flat roof, The format of this building is de
rived from 18th-century British townhouse
prototypes in which the 2nd floor was the
principal story. Here, the tall 2nd-story
windows are set in blind arches and set off
with shallow wrought iron balconies, This
architecturally sophisticated building is the
first permanent home of the Rhode Island
Medical Society, a professional organization
founded in 1812,

144 Brown Apartment Building ca. 1894: Built
by Ann Francis Brown, this 3-story, hip-roof
structure has brick sheathing on the 1st story
and wood shingles on the upper stories, In
form it resembles two mirror-image 3-
deckers joined to make a 6-unit building.

FREEMAN PARKWAY
A narrow, winding street with sidewalks set
far back from the curbs, Freeman Parkway is
a picturesque, densely planted residential
street that runs east from Morris Avenue, It
lies at the heart of the John R. Freeman Plat,
set off in 1916, Freeman 1855-1932 was a
civil engineer who built his house on the
north side of the street facing Arlington Ave
nue in 1901, and his desire to control the
appearance of his neighborhood led him to
acquire some 50 acres of land, He land
scaped the acreage and sold off the ample
house lots, and his family built extensively
in the area.

25 Paul Churchill DeWolf House 1925: A
large, 2½-story, hip-roof, 5-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan, Georgian Revival house
with a projecting, pedimented center en
trance pavilion with a small, elliptical por
tico sheltering the entrance, Above the bal
ustraded portico is a Palladian window and,
in an attic-story pediment, a lunette win
dow. DeWoIf 1882-1943 was vice-presi
dent of Brown & Sharpe see 235 Promenade
Street; an alumnus of Brown class of 1905,
he served as a director of prominent local
financial and eleemosynary institutions and
was an active clubman,

30 Clarke F. Freeman House 193W: A large.
2½-story, Federal Revival, brick dwelling
with an entrance porch centered in the 5-bay
facade and a balustraded high hip roof.
Freeman, president of Manufacturers
Mutual Fire Insurance Company, was a son
of John R. Freeman see street entry and was
actively involved in the development of the
Freeman Plat.

60 Sidney Clifford House 1936: Albert
Harkness, architect, A 2½-story, 3-bay-
facade, brick Federal Revival house with a
high hip roof and pedimented, projecting
central pavilion. Detail on this house follows

locally popular early 19th-century examples.
Clifford was a principal in the law firm
Sherwood & Clifford; his wife, Mary Eliza
beth Freeman was the daughter of John R.
Freeman see street entry. The couple built
their house on land formerly occupied by
her father’s house, demolished after his
death in 1932 and its grounds subdivided
among family members,

70 Clarke Freeman, Jr. House 1954-55:
Uarkness & Geddes, architects, A simple,
contemporary house with a low-pitch roof
and asymmetrical facade, Freeman, grand
son of John R, Freeman see steet entry was
an engineer with Manufacturers Mutual Fire
Insurance Co.

141 Vincent Sorrentino House 1930: Russell
H. Shaw, architect, A large, 2½-story, brick,
dormered, high-hip-roof, 5-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan Georgian Revival house
with flanking, 2-story, hip-roof wings. Sor
rentino was president of a jewelry firm, Un
cas Mfg. Co.

215 Louis B. Dyer House 1923: A 2½-story,
stucco, steep-hip-roof, asymmetrical house
with deep eaves and a central entrance
vestibule surmounted by a classically en-
framed window with an ornamental, iron
balcony. Dyer was an insurance agent.

252 Simon Shatkin House 1937: A 2-story,
brick, hip-roof, symmetrical house with flat-
roof, 1-story wings flanking the main block.
The detailing of this house, including the
stone door treatment terminating in volutes
on the second floor, the semicircular odel
windows with leaded diamond paned sash,
the door with sidelights and transom light,
and the fragmented Palladian motif win
dows in the wings, illustrate the playful. re
interpretation of traditional design motifs in
the 1930s under the influence of the arte
moderne movement, The house is one of the
most original in Providence from the period
and makes an interesting comparison with
traditional Georgian Revival houses in the
neighborhood, such as 25 or 141 Freeman
Parkway. Shatkin was the secretary and
treasurer of the Standard Realty Company.

FREEMONT STREET
51 John Sheehan House 1861: A cross-gable-

roof, L-plan, "lightning-splitter" cottage.
The name is derived from the faddish,
pseudo-scientific theory that steep gable
roofs such as on this house would split a
lightning bolt if one should strike the house,
deflecting it harmlessly down the two roof
slopes see 69 Freemont Street. John Shee
han was a laborer, and his family remained
here until 1969.

69 Phillip H. Durfee House ca. 1860: A cross-
gable-roof, L-plan, "lightning-splitter" cot
tage. The steep gable roof may actually have
been more the result of Gothic Revival influ
ence than any belief in the ability of such
steep roofs to protect the house from light
ning, but the term is now generally used for
such houses see 55 Fremont Street. This
house was moved here by Phillip Durfee in
1890.

FRIENDSHIP STREET
91 Horace Remington & Sons Company

Building 1888: A 5-story, brick structure
with a flat roof, segmental-arch windows,
and metal cornice, Horace Remington en
tered the silver-and-gold-refining industry
as an apprentice in John Austin and Com
pany, later becoming the firms manager. In
1881 he went into partnership with Charles
Barber, Remington renamed the firm and
built this building the year his son Alfred
joined the company. When his younger sons
joined the firm in 1901, Remington incorpo
rated the business as Horace Remington &
Sons Company. By that time, the company
had become one of the largest precious-
metal refining companies in the city, refining
nearly 1 million ounces a year and using
sophisticated machinery and innovative
processes. This family-run business re
mained at this location until the company
ceased operations upon the death of the last
Remington son, The Remington Building is
one of the few late 19th century industrial
buildings remaining at the southern edge of
downtown, an area once heavily populated
by such structures,

301 Sylvester R. Jackson & Company Building
ca. 1853: A 2½-story, brick, gable-roof fac
tory with a pendant cornice, granite sills and
lintels, and a second-story freight door set in
the gable end, Jackson founded his soap and
candle manufacturing firm in 1841 and es
tablished operations on Bridgham Street, He-
bought this lot in 1843 and built this struc
ture about 10 years later, Jackson continued
his operations here until 1866, but the build
ing was used as a soap and candle manufac
tory until 1903, when Samuel Moore and
Company refitted the building for jewelry
manufacturing. Samuel Moore and Com
pany continues to manufacture jewelry find
ings at this site,

478- Henry Becker House 1889: A 2½-story, 2-
480 family, Queen Anne house with spindle-

work porch, paneled bay windows, and dia
perwork trim in the gables. Becker, a partner
in Hancock, Becker & Co., jewelry manufac
turers at 40 Clifford Street, moved here from
19 Hospital Street,

483- Clark Rhodes House ca. 1854: A modest,
485 2½-story, pedimented-end-gable-roof Greek

Revival house notable for its handsome,
Doric portico. Rhodes purchased this house
in 1855 from its builder, William Clark, for
$3000. Rhodes, a cashier at the State Bank
on Westminster Street, must have acquired
the house for rental purposes since he con
tinued to reside at 31 John Street q.v..

FRUIT HILL AVENUE
32 Elisha 0. Angell House ca. 1800: A much

altered, 2½-story, 5-bay-facade, center-
chimney farmhouse with extensive 19th-
and 20th-century additions including bay
windows flanking the central doorway
vestibule, small Italianate I-story wings at
the ends, and a picture window on the 2nd
floor.

GALLATIN STREET
110 John Blair, Jr. House ca. 1911: A 1-story,
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hip-roof, shingle bungalow with a large
front porch at the right-hand corner, Blair
was a bootfitter,

GANO STREET
76 Albert Dodge House ca. 1825: A much

altered 2½-story, flank-gable-roof, 3-bay-
facade, center-hall-plan, end-wall-chimney
house with an aedicular Greek Revival en
trance. This heavily altered house appears to
date from the first three decades of the 19th
century, but its Greek Revival entrance ap
pears newer, Dodge, an oysterman, moved it
to its present site in 1851,

96 Wheeler M. Blanding House 1878: A 3-
story, flank-gable-roof, 6-bay-facade tene
ment with two side-hall entrances with tran
som lights. This house is typical of the
tenements built in Fox Point during the 19th
century when this was an Irish working class
area, Blanding lived on Thayer Street; he
erected this tenement house as an invest
ment.

265 Ann Eliza Snow House 1893: A 2h/3story,
end-gambrel-roof house with a large front
porch, notable for its unusual flaring
gambrel roof and broken-scroll-pediment
dormer, This is a fine and unusual small
Colonial Revival house, Mrs. Snow lived
with her husband Edwin M. Snow, a promi
nent doctor, in a house on the corner of Wa
terman and Gano until Dr. Snow’s death in
1888; she continued to live there until 1893,
when she built this next door to her former
residence,

272, William E. Browne and William A. Harris
276 House 1868: A pair of cross-gable-roof cot

tages with distinctive, Gothic Revival hood-
molds over the windows. Both of these once
identical houses have been somewhat al
tered with Queen Anne additions, most no
tably the octagonal porch turret on 272.
William F. Browne, who built 272 Gano
Street, was a clerk at the ProvidenceDaily
Journal office. Harris, who built 276, owned
a machine shop on Eddy Street,

GEORGE STREET
2 Eliza Ward House ca. 1814, 1892: A 2½-

story, brick Federal house set on a high base
ment of coursed granite ashlar, The 5-bay
facade originally had a central entrance at
the 1st floor level reached by a double flight
of steps; the present basement-level en
trance - with an oriel window above -

was designed by Stone, Carpenter & Willson
in 1892, Eliza Ward, daughter of Joseph
Brown see 50 South Main Street, married
Richard Ward of the politically important
Newport family in 1798, She was widowed
in 1808, and lived with her brother Obadiah
until his death in 1814. She moved to this
house on its completion, and her heirs
owned it until 1892. Marsden j. Perry, owner
of the Narragansett Electric Company and
the city’s trolley system, lived here from
1892 until 1902, when he moved to the John
Brown House at 52 Power Street q.v..

.18 Charles Coggeshall House ca. 1795: A 2½-
story, center-chimney, 5-bay-facade Federal
house with a pedimented Ionic entrance and
a high stoop reached by a double flight of
stairs, Coggeshall was a cordwainer, Timo
thy Temple, owner of a shoe store at 15
North Main Street, bought the house in
1820, and his family remained here until
1928,

47- Seth Adams, Jr. Double House 1852-54:
49 Richard Upjohn, architect, A severe, Ital

ianate, brick double house, 3½ stories high
with a cross gable roof and paired round-
arch windows on the 1st and 2nd stories.
The center of the facade is recessed and con
tains twin, arched entrances; a pair of gables
with deep eaves -at each end of the facade
- defines the building as a double house.
Adams 1800-66, a prosperous commission
merchant, built this as a preferred rental
property at the same time he was building
his own house at 51 Prospect Street demol
ished 1942, also by Upjohn see also 26
Benevolent Street. The first tenants here
were Walter S. Burges, an attorney with
Burges & Brownell, and Nicholas Brown, III,
formerly American consul in Rome and lieu
tenant governor of Rhode Island, The build
ing now houses the Brown University De
partment of English.

21 Seth Davis, Jr. and Malachi Green House
ca. 1796: A 2½-story, center-chimney, 5-
bay-facade Federal house with a pedimented
Ionic entrance reached by a double flight of
stone steps with wrought iron railings. Davis
and Green were tailors, and upon the com
pletion of this house they sold it in 1797 to
the Reverend John Pitman, who owned it
until 1852. It has been associated with min
isters, scholars, and teachers throughout its
history.

25 James Davenport House 1914: Clarke &
Howe, architects, A 2½-story Colonial Re
vival house with a gambrel roof. The 5-bay-
facade has a central entrance reached by a
double flight of stone steps; the delicate por
tico with attenuated Tuscan columns.
though not a Providence motif, is seen on
rural Providence County houses of the Fed
eral era, Davenport, a physician, built this
house on the site of a dwelling built some
time before 1857; it is a very carefully scaled
and detailed house, comfortably fitting
among its prototypes.

37 Hale-Page-Buffum House 1825: A stucco,
2½-story Federal house with a gable roof
and clerestory monitor, The 5-bay-facade
has a central doorway with sidelights and
elliptical fanlight and a double flight of stone
steps. Daniel Hale was a mason, associated
with John Holden Greene on several pro
jects. He built this house on speculation and
sold it to Martin Page, a mariner in partner
ship with his son-in-law Horace Buffum as
agents for canal boats, Page lived on Ann
Street in Fox Point, but his daughter and
son-in-law lived here although she did not
take title to the house until 1866. It re
mained in the Buffum family until 1920,
when it was purchased by William G.

Roelker, the prominent Rhode Island histo
rian and director of the Rhode Island Histor
ical Society 1942-1953.

99 Irene NI. Butler House 1915: Clarke &
Howe, architects, A brick, 2½-story, gambrel-
roof Colonial Revival house with barrel-
vault dormers and a 5-bay-facade with pedi
mented Doric entrance and floor-length
windows on the 1st story. Miss Butler lived
here until her death in 1939. The building
now houses the Department of Religious
Studies, Brown University.

67 Thomas Whitaker House 1821-24: John
Holden Greene, architect/builder. Such 2’/2-
story, 3-bay-facade, monitor-on-hip-roof,
houses are peculiar to Providence and par
ticularly associated with Greene; this is the
best-preserved example known to be by
Greene, The side-hall ent,ance has an Ionic
portico with a balustrade and a typical,
colonnette-framed doorway with sidelights
and elliptical fanlight. The bay window over
the entrance is a later addition, Whitaker
sold crockery and glassware.

71 Francis W. Goddard House, now Nichol
son House 1878-79: Stone & Carpenter, ar
chitects, A fine and elaborate polychrome,
High Victorian "Modern Gothic" dwelling
with a high hip roof, A large, cubical, yet
vertical mass, its dense compact form ripples
with multiple dormers, bay windows, foli
ated trim, turrets, and cresting. This is one of
the most sophisticated, urbane houses built
in Providence during the late 1870s, F.W.
Goddard 1833-1889 was given this house
and its parcel of land by his mother, Char
lotte R, Ives Goddard see 38 Brown Street;
he had lived in a frame house on this site
since the 1860s, This house is a remarkable
contrast to the remodeling project by the
same firm done in 1881-82 for F,W, God
dard’s brother William on the old Goddard
family homestead next door at 38 Brown
Street q.v.. For most of the first half of the
20th century, this was the home of Samuel
C. Nicholson, long-timepresident of Nichol
son File see 23 Acorn Street, hence its
present name, It is used by Brown University
for a portion of its alumni offices,

106 Joseph Hale House 1806: A 3½-story, brick
Federal house with a monitor-on-hip roof; it
rises from a high, stone foundation and is set
at the sidewalk line, The 5-bay facade has a
central Ionic portico reached by a double
flight of stone steps; the doorway has a
broad, elliptical fanlight and sidelights.
Though similar in form to the John Brown
House at 52 Power Street q.v., the Hale
house is far less grand. Three-story brick
dwellings were rare in early 19th-century
Providence, and most were mansions for
leading merchants; Hale was a mason, By
the turn of the century it had been converted
into flats, Brown University acquired the
property in the 1930s, just at the time Dr.
and Mrs. George Warren Gardner offered
the university their house and collection of
antiques; in return they wanted an early
house in which to live out their lives among
their belongings, The Gardner’s restoration
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of the house was based on what they thought 1959-60: PhIlip Johnson, architect, A 2- high-shouldered, 2¼-story Colonial Revival
it should look like, heavily influenced by
Federal architecture in Salem, Massachu
setts; the cellar was redone as a colonial pub.
This approach to restoration is typical of the
1920s and 1930s and served as the basis for
refurbishing done in the late 1970s by Irving
B. Haynes and Pauline Metcalf; thus, the
house is a well-preserved statement of early
20th-century attitudes toward preservation
and antique collecting. It is now used as a
guest house for Brown University.

114 St. Stephen’s Church 1862: Richard Up
john, architect, A Gothic Revival church
built of Smithfield grey stone in regular
coursed ashlar with brownstone trim, Built
with its long side parallel to the street, the
building has its main entrance at the west
end of the building in the base of a square
tower capped with crocketed corner pinna
cles and a copper-clad spire completed
1900; Hoppin & Ely, architects. The interior
follows a special format favored by Upjohn;
the wide nave - with lofty roof, full clere
story, high side aisles, and generously spaced
bays - is augmented with a second side-
aisle chapel on the south side of the nave,
separated from the nave by a glazed screen,
The chancel was remodeled in 1882-83 to
designs by Henry Vaughan. The Tudor Re
vival Guild House immediately west of the
church was built in the late 1890s Martin &
Hall, architects. Established in 1833, this
Episcopal congregation worshiped at 400
Benefit Street q.v. before the completion of
this structure.

170 Geology-Chemistry Research Building,
Brown University 1981-82: Davis, Brody &
Associates and Russo & Sonder, architects;
Gilbane Building Co., ‘builder, A 4½-story,
steel-frame, brick-clad building with a
copper, gable roof and large, chimney-like
stacks at each end of the building. Larger in
size and scale than the neighboring late
19th- and early 20th-century dwellings on
George and Brook Streets, this building
attempts through massing, materials, and
some detail, to accommodate itself to its site;
it succeeds far better than the large, modern
ist academic buildings of the 1960s and
1970s, Built at a cost of approximately
$17,000,000, this building superseded the
Metcalf Laboratory on the main campus.

177 Frederick M. Sackett House 1894: Stone,
Carpenter & Willson, architects, A 2½-story
Colonial Revival house with a balustraded
gambrel roof, pedimented dormers, and
modillion cornice, The 3-bay facade, defined
by colossal Ionic pilasters, has a pedimented
central section with a Doric entrance porch
and a Palladian window at the 2nd story.
Sackett 1840-1913 was a retired woolen
and later paper manufacturer; he served as
brigadier and adjutant general of Rhode
Island from 1895 until his death. He moved
here from 279 Benefit Street, Designed by
the city’s leading firm in the Colonial Re
vival style, his house typifies the best of that
mode during its first decade of popularity.

‘180 Brown University Computer Laboratory

story, concrete-and-glass building with a flat
roof with a symmetrical facade and center
entrance, This is one of the first modernist
buildings erected by Brown University; it
signals both a departure from the Georgian
mode used exclusively by the school since
the late 1 890s and the beginning of a signifi
cant expansion of the sciences program, both
in teaching and research, The selection of an
acknowledged master of modernism for the
design reinforces the importance of this
building to understanding the university’s
history and architecture, A tapestry by Joan
Mir6 decorates the lobby.

*182 Henry Pearce House 1898: Angell & Swift,
architects, A 2½-story, Richardsonian Ro
manesque house built of rock-face granite
ashlar with brownstone trim, This com
plexly massed structure with asymmetrical
plan has grouped, round-arch windows, a
porte-cochere on the northwest corner, a
copper-and-stained-glass conservatory on
the west, and a conical-roof tower on the
facade, The main entrance is set within a
large, low arch, In contrast to the Roman
esque exterior, the interior is largely Colonial
Revival, with particular emphasis on deli
cate Federal forms. One of the most elabo
rate houses of its style in Providence, the
Pearce house is unusual for its "split person
ality,’’ with a retardataire by 1900 exterior
enclosing an up-to-date interior, Pearce’s
1838-1909 family is closely connected with
Providence architectural patronage; his
grandfather employed James Bucklin for a
house at 42-44 Benefit Street q.v., his
father employed Thomas Tefft for the design
of his house at 2 Benevolent Street now de
molished, his uncle was Alpheus Morse,
and his daughter, Mrs. E. Bruce Merriman,
later built a large house by Parker, Thomas
& Rice Boston at 60 Manning Street q.v..
Pearce was a prominent banker and club-
man.

‘183 Joseph O’Connell House 1924: This first-
rate; 2½-story Georgian Revival house with
pedimented dormers and modillion cornice
has a central, columned entrance porch in a
5-bay facade, The beautifully preserved
property has a handsome fence, A matching
garage stands behind the house, O’Connell
was a physician.

‘195 Eugene Graves House 1924: Albert Hark-
ness, architect, A large, 2½-story, brick
house in the Norman farmhouse manner
with picturesque massing, and a high hip
roof covered in rustic thick slates, On the
south side of the house is an arcaded terrace.
Harkness did a number of dwellings during
the 1920s in this French provincial mode,
and this is probably the best of its kind in
Providence, The house stands on the site of
Robert HI. Goddard’s house 1882: William
A. Potter, architect, demolished after God
dard’s death in 1916, Graves was a manufac
turer associated for many years with the
Franklin Process Co.

*225 James Richardson House ca. 1895: Gould,
Angell & Swift, architects, A symmetrical,

house with a large gambrel roof dominated
by a projecting center gable flanked by
dormers. The house has varied window
treatments and its entrance is in a 1-story
porch with paired Doric columns. Richard
son was a partner in Richardson & Clark,
bankers and brokers, The family built a
house at the rear or their property, facing
Benevolent Street see 106 Benevolent.

‘231 Mrs. John H. Tucker House 1890: Gould &
Angell, architects, A 2½-story, "Shingle
Style" house with a dormered high hip roof
and Colonial Revival hood over the en
trance. Tucker was a clerk at the Franklin
Institute for Savings.

‘236 Mrs. Gilbert Phillips House 191W: Clarke,
Howe & Homer, architects, A 2’/a-story,
brick Federal Revival house with a balus
traded hip roof and a 5-bay facade with cen
ter entrance under a 1-story Doric porch.
The carriage house at the rear was designed
by Richard Upjohn and built ca, 1860 for the
Amos Smith House, which stood at 169
Hope Street until its demolition in the early
1970s. In the mid-1890s, the stable was used
by the Agawam Hunt, an organization es
tablished in 1893 for the pursuit of drag
hunting; by 1897 the Agawam had moved to
its permanent quarters in East Providence
and became primarily a golf and tennis club.

251 Aldrich Guest House 1967: Campbell,
Aldrich & Nulty, architects, A 1-story, neo
Colonial brick structure of mid-Atlantic
states inspiration with a hip roof, Sited on a
large double lot amid extensive formal
fenced gardens, this small building was con
structed as a guest house for the Aldrich
House at 110 Benevolent Street q.v..

‘276 G. Richmond Parsons House 1892, with
later additions before 1910: Stone, Carpen
rer & Willson, architects. A long, narrow,
2’/2-story Colonial Revival dwelling with a
gambrel roof, A tightly compact mass, the
Parsons House juxtaposes several widely
derived elements into a fresh and interesting
composition; the arcaded window recesses
at the upper left of the facade, for example,
nicely balances the inset entrance porch at
lower right. This house deserves further
study. Parsons was involved in textile manu
facturing in the Pawtuxet Valley.

‘283 Isaac N. Hallet House 1855; A 3-story, hip-
roof Italianate dwelling with a corner en
trance porch. Hallett was a painter.

GEORGE M. COHAN
BOULEVARD

‘180 Home for Aged Women 1863-64: Charles
P. Hartshorn, architect. A cruciform-plan
structure 3 stories high with a high basement
and attic built of Danvers pressed brick with
red Westerly granite base, water table, and
sills, The southern projection has a veranda
of granite with an iron balustrade and is cov
ered with a wooden canopy. The building
has a hip roof with a pedimented gable over
the projecting southern section. Established
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in 1856 and incorporated In 1857, this or- mansard roof and used as office and storage square, 3-story corner tower. Probably built
ganization was established to care for elderly
- ‘indigent respectable American females," an
ethnic bias not uncommon in such 19th-
century institutions, The first home stood on
this site, and through donations and a sub
scription campaign in the early 1860s, funds
were raised to acquire a large parcel and to
build this building; completed and furnished
at a cost of nearly $50,000, it originally pro
vided chambers for 40 ladies, as well as an
apartment for the director and parlors and
dining quarters for the residents. In the 20th
century, the name was changed to Tock
wotten Home, and ethnic admission restric
tions were eliminated. The Home for Aged
Men is located at 807 Broad Street q.v..

GLADSTONE STREET
13- Powder House Plat Houses 1888-89: 28,
53 1½- and 2-story clapboard-and-shingle cot-

odd tages built on speculation by East Provi
dence builder Thomas Ray. This intact tract
of houses illustrates Ray’s knack for varying
the treatment of the facades by using dif
ferent detail. Similar houses stand at 272-300
Potters Avenue. Ray, who had built pri
marily in East Providence, was notable for
introducing the monthly-payment plan in
speculative building, thus making modest
houses such as these easily affordable for
lower-income families. Between 1885 and
1895, Ray’s company was engaged almost
entirely in tract building in South Provi
dence and Elmwood,

GLENHAM STREET
12- George A. Youlden Plat Number Four
52 1896-98: Thirteen end-gable-roof cottages

even with spindlework porches. Youlden built
and sold these dwellings while a real estate
and mortgage broker at 199-201 Weybosset
Street. He lived at 296 Washington Avenue
q.v. in Washington Park, where he built
many similar houses. These cottages are
typical of the modest, standard-plan, late
19th-century tract houses erected for middle-
income home owners, Youlden was one of
South Providence’s most prolific builders,
and several other tracts of his houses sur
vive, including 957-969 Eddy Street 1896-
98, 291-303 Potters Avenue 1894, and
481-501 Public Street 1896-97, q.v..

76- George H. Greene House 1885: A 2½-
78 story, end-gable-roof, 2-family house with

shingles in the gables and window hoods. It
is notable for the separate entrances flanking
a center window. Greene was floor manager
for the Boston and Providence Clothing
Company at 108 Westminster Street,

GLOBE STREET
80 Providence Gas Company Complex ca.

1870, ca. 1876: Two buildings remain here of
what was known in the 19th century as
the gas company’s West Station; a large, 2½-
story, brick structure ca. 1870with elaborate
corbeling and round-arch windows with
hoodmolds, probably built for processing
coal gas; a 2-story, brick, trapezoid-plan
structure ca. 1876 with corbeling and
segmental-arch windows, originally with a

space. This complex augmented the original
plant established by the company at Benefit
and Pike Streets in 1848 and was located
here, near the harbor, for access to coal
scows. This complex was abandoned shortly
after the completion of a new facility at
Sassafras Point in 1910. The Globe Street
station was used by various companies dur
ing the 20th century, most recently by Leem
ing Brothers Construction Co.

GORDON AVENUE

20 Beaman & Smith Co. 1898 et seq.: A 2-
story, steel-frame, brick-and-glass structure
with flat roof and extension at rear for stock-
rooms and blacksmith shop; a I-story,
pattern-storage building is north of the main
building. Founded in 1886 for the manu
facture of metal-working machine tools, the
company incorporated in 1898 and began
construction of this complex the same year.
Noted for its milling and boring machines,
the company remained in business until
1927.

69- American Tubing and Webbing Company
105 1896: A S-story, brick, flat-roof building

with large, segmental-arch windows, Founded
in 1883, the company manufactured flexible
gas tubing for elevator droplights, wicks for
oil stoves, and silk and cotton elastic garter
webbings. The company incorporated in
1891. The facility, when completed, was
noted as the largest tubing manufacturing

1’1R1 plant in the United States. By 1903, how
ever, the company had gone bankrupt.

82- Benjamin Rakatansky Three-Deckers
126 ca. 1925: See 21-51 Croyland Road.

141- St. Michael’s School 1925: Ambrose
151 Murphy, architect. A 2-story, flat-roof, brick

building. The school is notable as the focus
of Irish Catholic education in South Provi
dence. The church is at 251 Oxford Street
q.v..

GOVERNOR STREET
‘47- James 0. Sullivan House 1878: A 2’!:-

49 story, mansard-roof, 2-family dwelling with
bracketed cornice and 2-story bay window
flanking a bracketed entrance porch on the
facade, Sullivan was a policeman.

‘57 John Reed House 1874: A 2½-story Italian-
ate house with a bracketed and pedimented
roof set gable end to the street and a 2-story
bay window flanking the Italianate entrance
porch. Reed was a contractor.

‘63 George H. Paddock House 1871: A 2½-
story, cross-gable-roof house; the typical
2-bay facade has a 2-story bay window
flanking its portico entrance. The bracketed
trim is more profuse than is common -

probably because the owner and builder was
a carpenter.

‘118 Thomas W. Greene House 1856 et seq.: A
handsomely modified, 2½-story, mansard-
roof dwelling with a wrap-around Colonial
Revival veranda with turned balusters and a

as an Italianate villa, this house amply illus
trates how later alterations to a building can
be an asset. An extensive recent rehabilita
tion removed the composition siding and re
placed a number of decayed or lost decora
tive elements. Greene, a carpenter, built this
as an investment and first rented it to the
Reverend Allen Brown in 1857.

‘125 St. Maria’s Home 1893: Martin & Hall,
architects. A 3½-story, brick building with a
high hip roof and hip-roof dormers. The H’
plan and the slightly projecting central
pavilion give the building a format standard
to many late 19th- and early 20th-century
institutional buildings; the rounded bay
windows and the columned front porch are
Queen Anne-derived, but overall, the build
ing has much of the French late Gothic and
Colonial Revival about it - an eclectic brew
not uncommon in the 1890s and used often
by Stone, Carpenter & Willson, whose
employ the architects left at the time of this
commission. This structure rose on the site
of Governor Fenner’s 18th-century house,
which gave the street its name. Joseph Bani
gan see 9 Orchard Avenue and 10 Wey
bosset Street was the benefactor of this
home for working girls.

‘158 Harold T. Merriman House 1907: Stone,
Carpenter & Willson, architects. A sym
metrical, 2½-story, brick-and-shingle dwell
ing with a steep cross-gable roof and en
trance porch. This many-gabled design, with
an overhanging second story, is of late
Gothic inspiration, recalling American 17th-
century dwellings as well as English proto
types. Merriman was a textile manufacturer
whose family owned mills throughout the
state; his brothers lived nearby at 37 Cooke
and 60 Manning Streets q.v..

‘168 Charles H. Warren House 1898: Stone,
Carpenter & Willson, architects. A high-
shouldered, 2½-story Colonial Revival
dwelling with a gambrel roof. Facing south
and set end to the street, the house has a
Corinthian-pilaster-framed 3-bay facade
with a central, curving Ionic entrance
portico, roof balustrade, and recessed end-
gable attic window with column screen,
Warren - principal in the firm Warren,
Salisbury & Nightingale, purveyors of bar
and sheet iron and steel - built this hand
some residence.

‘205 Truman Beckwith House 1887: Hoppin,
Read & Hoppin, architects. A 2½-story, clap
board-and-shingle dwelling with a complex
jerkinhead-gambrel roof with cross gables
and conical-roof towers on the northwest
and southwest corners. The entrance is
within an arcaded porch set into the house at
the northwest corner. This unusual house
displays the imaginative eclecticism found in
the better work of Howard Hoppin. Beck-
with’s family was heavily involved in the
textile industry throughout the 19th century

see 68 Brown Street, 42 College Street, and
610 Manton Avenue.
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GRANDVIEW STREET

46 Patrick J. Layden House ca. 1877:A small,
end-gable-roof cottage with a front bay
window, door hood supported on scrolled
consoles, and scroll saw bargeboards in the
front gable. Layden was a blacksmith.

GREENWICH STREET
37 Edwin Turner House ca. 1861: A crisply

detailed, cross-gable-roof cottage with
bracketed eaves and window cornices and
bracketing on the console-supported en
trance hood. Turner was secretary of the
Gaspee Fire and Marine Insurance Co.

GROTTO AVENUE
11, J. Parker Ford Houses 1913: A row of 3
15, similar, brick-clad, flank-gambrel-roof
19 bungalows with deep front porches set

under the gambrel roofs with large shed
dormers. Two of these - numbers 11 and 19
- are identical; number 15 differs only in
the substitution of square piers for the large,
concrete columns of the other two and in the
use of stucco in place of wood shingles in the
gable ends and on the dormers. Ford, who
lived on Elmgrove Avenue, built these as an
investment.

125 Donald S. Babcock House 1928: A 2½-
story, brick, deck-on-hip-roof, 5-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan Georgian Revival dwelling
with a pedimented projecting central pavil
ion with a small, Tuscan-column entrance
portico surmounted by a Chinese Chip
pendale parapet railing, a prominently
framed 2nd-story window, and an elab
orately leaded, triangular window in the
pediment. The house sits on a large lot be
hind a handsome Chinese Chippendale
fence. Babcock, a trustee of Brown Uni
versity, was private secretary to SO. Metcalf
see 132 Bowen Street of the Wanskuck
Company; the Babcocks remained here until
1962.

137 Frank Mauran, Jr. House 1929: William
Gilchrist Philadelphia, architect. An im
posing and sophisticated Colonial Revival
house designed by one of Philadelphia’s
leading practitioners of the style. It appears
as a large, 2½-story section with a smaller
2-story section to the west, a recollection of
the juxtaposition of early and late colonial
Philadelphia forms as they appeared on city
streets. The central doorway has an elab
orate, overscale fanlight. Mauran 1896-
1943 was from Philadelphia, though his
family had strong Providence ties, hence the
selection of the architect and the form the
house takes. Mauran was associated with
several investment concerns and brokerages
and was manager of Jackson & Curtis.

GROVE STREET
8- Bartholomew Kelley Tenements1905-06:

22 A row of four, 3-story, hip-roof, clapboard-
and-shingle, three-deckers; they have 3-
story porches and 3-story bay windows on
their facades. Detailing on 8-10 and 12-14 is
identical; 16-18 and 20-22 also match.

Kelley, president of the Eagle Brewing Co.,
built these as an investment and sold all four
upon their completion.

276 Eighteenth-century House a. 1770: An
asymmetrical, 1½-story, gambrel-roof
house. This rare, early survivor was moved
to this location apparently to house workers
in the nearby Olneyville textile mills.

HALSEY STREET
*11 Allen Greene House 1857: A square, 2-

story Italianate house with a hip roof,
cupola, and rear eli. The 2-bay facade is
framed with quoins, and the side-hall,
double-leaf-door entrance is under a brack
eted, Tuscan-column portico. Built as an
investment property for the Greenes see
27-29 Benefit Street, the house had a long
list of tenants, including Rhode Island
Supreme Court Chief justice John H.
Stiness.

17 George S. Hopkins House 1854: A 2½-
story, pedimented-end-gable-roof, 3-bay-
facade house - a standard Greek Revival
format but with wholly bracketed detail.
Consoles of the robust entrance hood
descend into paneled bosses. Hopkins was a
partner in the spindle-manufacturing firm
Eaton & Hopkins. In 1856, Hopkins sold the
house to Caleb Farnum, owner of C. Farnum
& Co., saddlery and purveyor of hardware,
harness makers’ supplies, and leather; the
Farnum family remained here until 1909.

27 David A. Cleveland House1846: A small,
unusual, Gothic cottage with a high and very
steep gable roof, gabled dormers, and a
large, central cross-gable pavilion now
fronted by a bay window but originally
probably the entrance. The present entrance
is on the side of the house. Cleveland was a
member of an important furniture-making
family, whose business was located at 110
North Main Street. He later built a more
elaborate house at 111 Park Street q.v., and
his brother lived at 194 Smith Street q.v. by
1871.

HAMILTON STREET
45 Elmwood Police Station 1920: Two

Georgian-style buildings of brick: the police
station proper - a symmetrical, 3-story,
hip-roof structure with an elaborate, slightly
projecting, classical entrance pavilion - and
a 1-story stable with a steep, cupola-
crowned hip roof. The complex served the
local precinct until 1953, and its uses since
that time reflect the ethnic changes in the
South Providence-Elmwood area. Between
1955 and 1967, it housed the South Side
Jewish Community Center. Since 1967 it has
been the home of the Opportunities In
dustrialization Center, a predominantly
black organization.

130 Walter E. Randall House ca. 1894: A 2½-
story, hip-roof Queen Anne dwelling with
an octagonal, gazebo-like corner porch. The
windows in the front and side gables are set
in arched recesses. Randall was a carpenter.

HANOVER STREET
26 Charles F. Phillips House ca. 1911: An

unusual, 2-story, shingle, bungalow-style
dwelling with a pergola front porch and a
hip roof with exposed, rounded rafter ends.
Phillips built this house upon his retirement
from Gorham.

HARKNESS STREET
43 Nathaniel Manchester and Asa Turtellot

House 1851: A 2½-story, 5-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan Greek Revival house with
end-wall chimneys and a recessed doorway
with sidelights. The corner pilasters and
other trim were removed when the house
was resided with asbestos shingles. Man
chester and Tourtellot owned the property
jointly, and Manchester lived here.

HARTFORD AVENUE
370 Oliver Hazard Perry Junior High School

193W: Office of the Commissioner of Public
Buildings, architects. A 4-story, brick, flat-
roof, Tudor Revival public building with
limestone trim.

HARTSHORN ROAD
110 Gilbert and Beatrice Wasserman House

ca. 1975:A large, rambling, 1-story, stucco
house with red-tile shed roofs, banded win
dows, and a simple flat-roof porte-cochere
with rectangular piers. This house, with
large expanses of glass on the rear elevation,
reinterprets vernacular architecture of the
American southwest. The Wassermans
moved here from Eighth Street around the
time he abandoned meat marketing to oper
ate a ladies’ clothing store.

HARVARD AVENUE
This street was once lined with ample, styl
ish dwellings built in the post-Civil War era
by prosperous merchants and businessmen.
These suburban residences, many with elab
orate mansard roofs, were accessible to men
who worked downtown because of the
streetcar lines that proliferated in the 1 870s
and 1880s.

20- William H. H. Butts House 1978: A 2’!:-
22 story, slate-mansard-roof, double house

notable for elaborately arcaded double en
trance, hooded windows, bracketed trim,
and pedimented dormers. Butts was a card
engraver and printer with a shop at 3 Wey
bosset Street.

39- William Halton House 1875: A 2½-story,
41 slate-mansard-roof double house with elab

orate carpentry. The front additions are later.
Halton was a dry-goods merchant at 214
High Street.

50 Hiram B. Aylesworth House1875: A 2½-
story, slate-mansard-roof house with brack
eted cornice, paneled corner boards, and
ornate dormers. The brick entrance pavilion
was added when this large house was di
vided into apartments in the 1930s or 1940s.
Aylesworth was a partner in Congdon and
Aylesworth boot and shoe merchants at
Pine and Peck Streets and a judge.
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57 Charles H. GeorgeHouse 1875: An im- this site. Hedmark’s design for the church 4-story,octagonal,ogee-domecornertower;
posing, asymmetrical, 2½-story, mansard-
roof house notable for elaborate detailing.
Of note is the Queen Anne spindlework
gazebo-like porch added at a later date.
Georgewas a partnerin CharlesH. George
& Co., hardware dealers at 43 Weybosset
Street.A fine carriagehouse,now converted
to a garage,still standson the property.

60 H.B. Ellis House 1900: A 2½-story, Colo
nial Revival housewith carved floral orna
ment, a large veranda and a coved cornice.
Ellis was a stockbrokerwith his office at 10
WeybossetStreet q.v. when he built this
elaborate house.

HARWICH ROAD
48 Jacob and Pearl Shore House 1941-42:

Royal Barry Wills, architect. A 1½-story,
5-bay facade Cape Cod-style dwelling with
an overscaledgable roof, massivecenter
chimney, 12-over’!? windows, and an at
tached side garage wing topped with a
cupola.Wills wasa nationally knownBoston
architectwho specializedin the creationof
neo-Colonialdwellings; many of these
including this one - were published by
Wills in his books. Shorewas the proprietor
of the American SuperMarket.

HAS WELL STREET
18 Thomas W. Camm House 1860: An un

usual, 2½-story dwelling of a prominent
merchant,important for its historical value
as a remnantof the mid-l9th-century Bur
gessCovesuburbancommunity.Cammwas
a wigmakerandhairdresserwith a shopnear
Turks Head who movedfrom Union Street
to SouthProvidencein 1861 so that hecould
keep his smallyacht, Henrietta,at thefoot of
his lawn in now-vanishedBurgess Cove.

The projecting second story on the facade

may have originally been an open loggia.

HAWKINS STREET
280 Saint Ann’s Roman Catholic Church

191W:Murphy,Hindle & Wright, architects.
A basilica-plan, stone-trimmed, red-brick
church with a 6-story, hip-roof campanile
setback from the facadealongsidethenave.
This Italian Romanesquestyle churchis not
able for its elaborate, carved-stone trim
including the arched entrance motif, the
gable parapet,the frieze at the top of the
campanile,and the regularly spacedstone
courseson the facade and campanilethat
striate the brickwork. Similar in design to
manyItalian Catholic churchesby this pro
lific firm, Saint Ann’s was built to servethe
burgeoningItalian populationof the North
End in theearly 20th century.

HAYES STREET
95 Gloria Del EvangelicalLutheranChurch

1928: The Swedish architect Martin Hed
mark collaboratedwith the Providencefirm
of jackson, Robertsonand Adams in the

designof this unusualstructure.Foundedby
seventy-five Swedish immigrants in 1890,
the congregationexceeded700 by the 1920s
and had outgrown the original church on

draws from precedentsin his homelandand
unifies this vernacularstyle with an elabo
rate trinitarian iconographyand traditional
ecclesiasticalformat into the most architec
turally noteworthy20th-centurychurch in
Providence. It is a uniquelocal exampleof
that curious admixture of modernism and
native architecturalforms which enjoyeda
particularpopularity in Scandinaviancoun
tries. Architecturalnativism in ethnic church
architecturewas a fairly common phenome
non in early 20th-centuryAmerica, andthis
is an extremeand very fine example. The
exterior of thebrick-and-limestonebuilding
is dominatedby 3 towers, the tallestculmi
nating in a cross;theothertwo havecopper-
clad spires,andone of them is cappedby a
weathervanein the form of a ship. The sim
ple grey stuccointerior is distinguishedby
ornate, wooden candelabra and original
furniture.

HAZARD AVENUE
57 Roger Freeman,Jr. House 1955-56: Cull,

Robinson& Greene,architects.A typical, 2-
story, !950s contemporaryhousewith a
low, broad gable roof setend to the street.
Large expanses of glass, vertical-board
sheathing,and painted spandrelsgive the
housetexture - its only "embellishment."
Freeman’sfamily ownedmostof theland in
this block,plattedby his grandfatherJohn R.
Freeman see Freeman Parkway. Freeman
was vice-presidentand assistantsecretaryof
the ManufacturersMutual Fire Insurance
Companywhen he built this house.

90 Max L. Grant House1935: Philip Franklin
Eddy,architect.Sitedat thecornerof Hazard
and Taber Avenues, this large, rambling,
asymmetrical, stucco-and-half-timber,
multi-gable-roof Tudor Revival cottagehas
largecasementwindows,dormers,bow win
dows, and a conical-roof entrance tower
locatedat theinterior angleof thetwo wings
facing the corner. Grant 1889-1974, a
native of South Providenceand a Brown
alumnusclassof 1912, invented the fare-
collection meter usedby transit companies
around the world. Independentlywealthy
from royalties from his invention, he con
tributed generously to numerouscharities.
One of the leadersof Providence’sJewish
community, he was particularly active as
president of Miriam Hospital see 31-41
ParadeStreet and 164 Summit Avenue in
the !930sand 1940s.

HERSCHEL STREET
35-37, MantonMill Tenementsca. 1884: 4, 1½-

41, and 2-story, flank-gable-roof, multiple-
40-42, family houseswith long front porches.The
44-46 wool-manufacturing company that built

thesehousesfor its workerswentout of busi
ness in the mid-2Oth century; the mill
burned in 1975 and was subsequentlyde
molished.

HIGGINS AVENUE
11 Tobias Burke House 1888: A large, 2½-

story, gable-roofQueenAnne housewith a

high-relief ornamentalfoliage in the gable
ends; a verandawrapping 3 sides of the 1st
story; and interesting stained-glasswin
dows. This fine, fashionabledwelling was
built on ChalkstoneAvenuebetweenRay
mondStreetandGarfieldAvenuein an area
filled with largeestatesin the late 19th cen
tury. It wasmovedto its presentsite in 1927
whenNathanaelGreeneMiddle Schoolwas
built on its original site. TobiasBurkeowned
BurkeBrothersSaloonat 17-19 EddyStreet.

HIGHLAND AVENUE
289 Willis H. White House 1896: A simple,

2½-story, end-gable-roof Queen Anne
house with front and side porches with
Tuscancolumnsand slat balustrades.White
was secretaryof theHope Webbing Co.

HILLIARD STREET

2-24, Atlantic-Delaine Mill Workers’ Houses
23- ca. 1863: Eleven identical, gable-roof
25 duplexcottageswith endchimneysandsim

ple trim. Such company-builthousing is rel
atively rare in Providencesee 120 Manton
Avenue.

HOLLYWOOD ROAD
25 Robert T. Mansfield House 1903-04: A

2½-story, shingle housewith gambrel roof
and corner turret. Mansfield was an insur
ance adjuster. This street was known as
WaterlooStreetwhen the housewas built.

HOPE STREET
Below Olney Street,HopeStreetfollows the
courseof the highway at the head of the
houselots establishedwhenProvidencewas
first settledin the !630s. By 1650, thethor
oughfareextendedfrom its presentsouthern
terminus at George M. Cohan Memorial
Boulevard to Olney Streeton the north.The
section north of Olney Street wA estab
lished in 1825 as the EastTurnpike, a toll
road from Providenceto Pawtucket.These
two sectionsdid not connectdirectly until
the late 19th century, when the section of
Hope Street between Barnes and Olney
Streetswasshifted to theeast.Development
of Hope Streetmovedfrom south to north,
with the earliestbuildings at the southern
end. The sectionbetweenPowerandBarnes
Streetsis lined with someof the finest late
19th-andearly20th-centurydomesticarchi
tecturein the city.

83- Tripp-Comstock-CampbellHouse 1830-
85 36, ca. 1910: This essentially standard,

3-bay-facade,2½-story, pedimentedend-
gable-roof, Greek Revival house has un
usually elaboratetrim, including a full en
tablaturewith modillion blocks anda hand
someDoric entranceporch now alteredto
accommodate2 doorways. Abial Tripp, a
carpenter,sold this houseto Benjamin W.
Comstocksoon after its completion.The ad
dition on thesouthsidewasbuilt in theearly
20th century as an office for Dr. Edward
Campbell.
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86 St. Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church 1851-
53: Patrick C. Keeley New York, architect.
A long, slate-gable-roof, basilica-plan
Gothic Revival church setgable end to the
street with a tall, square,buttressedtower
dominating the facade. Built of random-
course sandstoneashlar with brownstone
trim, the buttressedwalls have tall, lancet
arch windows with tracery.The main portal
piercesthetower at its base,and thetower is
capped by crocketed bartizans. Irish-born
Keeley was a pupil of AWN. Pugin, the
masterof theGothicRevival in England,and
this structure very much shows that in
fluence. Built by an Irish-immigrant con
gregation, St. joseph’s is now the oldest
extant Roman Catholic church in the city.
The 2½-storyparishhousejust north of the
church is also random-ashlarstonein the
Tudor Revival style 1898; Martin & Hall,
architects. The ethnic composition of the
parishhaschangedconsiderablyin the20th
century; as the Irish neighborhooddiffused,
the immigrant Portuguesebuilt their own
church, Holy Rosary, on Traverse Street
q.v., and St. Joseph’snow serves as the
parishchurchfor the relatively diversepop
ulation of the lower EastSide.

87 Benjamin F. Brown House1875: A stan
dard-format, 2½-story, 2-bay-facade,end-
gable-roof housewith ratherheavy modil
lion/bracket trim; a 2-story bay window
flanks the brackettrimmed porch.The unu
sual 2-story side porch is a later addition.
Brown was a broker.

916 Abner Hall House 1826-27: A fine and
characteristicmonitor-on-hip-rooflate Fed
eral house with a 3-bay facade, quoined
corners, rope-like cornice moldings, and
side-hall entrance with banded Gothick
colonnettes,sidelights, and blind ellipitical
fan. This is a well preserved example of a
once-pervasivelocal type of the period
1810-1835. Such housesare especiallyas
sociatedwith John Holden Greene.Hall, a
native of CapeCod, cameto Providencein
the second decadeof the 19th century. By
the 1820s, he and his brothersenteredinto
business with Welcome Farnum, owning
and operating a fleet of packet schooners
betweenProvidenceand Philadelphia.

921 Hope Street Methodist Church, now
Rhode Island Historical Society Library
1873, 1928, 1964: Turoff Associates,archi
tects 1964. A 2½-story, gable-roof, brick
structurewith a 3-bay facadeandstonebelt
courses.The center entranceis containedin
a slightly-projecting pavilion, which formed
the baseof thetower and spire- both long
sinceremoved.In 1928, theProvidencePub
lic Library acquiredthebuilding to houseits
Tockwotten Branch Library. It has housed
theHistorical Society’s library since 1964.

122 Daniel Hale-Albert G. Durfee House
1827, ca. 1882: Originally a Federalhouse
similar if not identical to its neighborat 116
Hope Street q.v., this house was ex
tensively remodeledin the l880s with the
additionsto thewest, theconstructionof the
tower on the north elevation, the bay
windowson thesouth andover theentrance

porch, and the constructionof the mansard
roof with iron cresting. Hale, a mason,was
apprenticedto JohnHolden Greenebetween
1810 and 1820; he alsobuilt thehouseat 37
GeorgeStreetq.v.. Durfee, who remodeled
the house,was a bank cashier.

125 Joseph S. Cooke House 1819: A 2½-story
housewith a balustradedhip roof and high
monitor expandedca. 1950 and a 5-bay
facade with a deeply recessed elliptical
entrance.The walls are now stuccoed.The
Cooke House has twin chimneys on the
facade,a rarity. Cooke1784-1841inherited
about 30 acres of land in the Hope-Power-
Cooke Street area from his grandfather Gov
ernor Nicholas Cooke. He began his career
in dry goods, but by the time he built this
house he was involved in cotton manu
facturing.Like manyprosperousand promi
nent businessmen,josephCooke had inter
ests in several local companiesand dee
mosynary institutions. His son josephJesse
Cooke see 500 Elmwood Avenue was the
guiding spirit behind the developmentof
Elmwood. This house was moved from
Power Street to this location in 1885.

954 Robert W. Taft House 1895: Stone, Car’
penter & Willson, architects. An extremely
suaveColonial Revival dwelling, 21/2 stories
high with a 5-bay facadeand a distinctive
flank-gambrel roof framed at each end by
ogee gables. The center-entranceporch, a
sideentranceporch,andtheglazedsolarium
on the south side repeat this same ogival
form borrowedfrom a local colonial source,
theJosephBrown Houseat 50 South Main
Streetq.v.. It reflects the beaux-Artstrain
ing of EdmundWillson, a principal of Stone,
Carpenter & Willson, for the Ecole des
Beaux-Arts placed emphasison the impor
tance of the vernacular tradition, and
Willson drew on an importantlocal example
for the designof the house.The ogival roof
of the JosephBrown House was probably
inspired by a plate in William Salmons
Palladjo Londinensis, and Alfred Stone,
anotherprincipal in the firm, owned the
copyof this book that had belongedto Mar
tin Seamans, the builder of the Joseph
Brown House. This is the southernmost
houseon HopeStreetdesignedby this most
important, late 19th-century Providence
architecturalfirm. Here their work occursin
rare abundance,with other fine examples
close by on Stimson Avenue and Angell
Street. Taft 1868-1934 was a graduate of
Brown University classof 1891 and a tex
tile manufacturerwith the family-owned
CoventryCo.; he later servedaspresidentof
Merchants Bank at 20 WestminsterStreet
q.v.. His sistercommissionedthesamefirm
for her nearby houseat 165 Hope Street
q.v..

956 Thomas A. Francis House 1922: A 2’/2-

story, brick, Georgian Revival house, its
broad 5-bay facadehas a central entrance
with broken-scroll pediment. A typical
l920s Colonial Revival house, it sits behind
thestoneretainingwall andiron fenceof the
RobertHI. GoddardHouse,built on this site
in 1882. Franciswas a cotton merchant,

165 Royal C. Taft-George M. Smith House
1888: Stone, Carpenter& Willson, archi’
tects. A fine, 2i/1story, flank-gambrel-roof,
QueenAnne/Colonial Revival dwelling set
on a high, terracedsite; the1st story walls of
yellow Roman brick are integratedinto the
retaining wall on theGeorgeStreetside; the
2nd story is clapboard.Colonial details in
cludea ‘widow’s walk," Palladianwindow
over the fan light entrance, and broken-
scroll dormers incorporated into a pic
turesquedesign which featuresa polygonal
turret at the southwestcorner of the build
ing. Taft 1823-1912.a textile manufacturer
who served as governor of Rhode Island
1888-89, built this house for Mrs. Smith,
his eldestdaughter.Smith was a merchant.
This housewaspublishedin AmericanArchi
tect and Building News in 1890. Stone,Car
penter& Willson alsodid a housefor Mrs.
Smith’s brother Robert Taft nearbyat 154
HopeStreetq.v..

969 ZechariahChafee,Jr. House 1886: Stone,
Carpenter& Willson, architects,A 2½-story,
cross-gable-roofhousewith prominentdor
mersand 2-story bay windowson thesouth
side and at the northeastcorner.The tight
massingis characteristicof thefirm’s houses
of the late 1880scf. 179 HopeStreet, and
the 3-bayfacadewith pedirnentedentrance,
splayed window lintels, and slightly over
hanginggableendareall colonialhallmarks.
Chafeewas the treasurerof Builders’ Iron
Foundry. This housewasmovedto this loca
tion from 129 HopeStreetin 1977. The large
Amos Smith Houseca. 1860; Richard Up
john, architectstood on this site until the
early 1970s; its carriagehousestandsbehind
236 George Street q.v..

979 EstherHinckley BakerHouse1883: Stone,
Carpenter & Willson, architects, A fine,
elaborate, and highly articulated Queen
Anne house,2½-storieshigh with a cross-
gableroof with sunflowerfinial anda promi
nentcorner pavilion at 450 to the main axes
of the house.The 1st story is of uncoursed
Seekonkstone,setwith thepink mortar the
firm favored in the l880s; the 2nd story is
grey-green slate. The gable ends are em
bellished with diaperwork, pargeting, and
paneling.Tall, pilaster-and-corbelchimneys
crown the roof. The entranceporch on the
Hope Streetside and the porte-cochereon
the Manning Street side are done in spin’
dlework, asis the screenin front of the log
gia on the 2nd story of the Manning Street
side.One of the finest QueenAnne dwell
ings in the city, this housewas built by the
unmarriedMiss Baker. Little is knownof her
other thanshecamefrom Boston, lived here
until her death in 1923, and left anestateof
over $600,000, mostly to relatives outside
the state,

¶190 John A. Mitchell House 1865-67:William
R. Walker, architect. A symmetrical, 2½-
story SecondEmpire dwelling with a 3-bay
facade,Tuscan-columnentranceporch, and
rear eli. The mansardroof has a low balus
trade at its base, pedimenteddorrners,and
an aedicularwindow centeredover the en
trance. A half-round, 3-story bay window
centeredon thesouth elevationhasa loggia
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at thetop. The mansard-roofcarriagehouse the large block boundedby Hope, Angell, span.The form of this building derivesfrom
at the rearwas designedby Clarke,Howe &
Homer in 1910 to match thehouse.Mitchell
was a merchant.Brown University acquired
theproperty in 1946.

*193 Robert Lippitt House 1854: Thomas Tefft,
architect. A spare,3-story, brick, Italianate
"palazzo"with a symmetrical3-bay facade,
Tuscan-columnportico, and low hip roof.
The carriagehouseat rearwas also designed
by Tefft. Lippitt, a businessman,was, like
most of his family, involved in the textile
industry during the 19th century.

*198 Henry Lippitt House I ca. 1856: Russell
200 Warren, architect. A 3-story, brick, cruci

form-plan, Italianate double house with
deep, bracketed cornice; paneled soffits,
and a low hip roof. The entranceto the
southernhalf is througha small, columned
portico; that to the northernhalf, througha
long, arcadedloggia. The paired windows
on the2nd story of both thenorthandsouth
"arms" havewide, shallow hoods.A service
eli andextensivemewsare connectedto the
main block on thewest.Oneof Warren’s last
architectural commissions,this is an early
and important example of the Tuscan villa
type, built for a prominent manufacturer
when this section of the East Side was
sparselysettled.

*j99 Henry Lippitt House II 1863, 1981-84:
Henry Childs, builder. An extremely fine,
brick, brownstone-trimmed Italianate
dwelling, 3 storieshigh with a symmetrical,
3-bay facade,projecting,pedimentedcenter
pavilion with entrancein Corinthian portico,
and aedicularwindow centered above the
entrance.The south sidehas a half-round
bay, and a porte-cochereand carriageen
trance are on the north side.The house is
crownedby a heavy modillion cornice and
low hip roof. The interiors, the finest mid-
19th-centuryRenaissanceRevival examples
in the city, are the work of local craftsmen
and include a marbleizedcenterhail, faux
bois ceilingsin thehall andthebilliard room
which also hasfaux-bois paneling,elabo
rateparquetfloors, and extensivestenciling.
Lippitt, a textile manufacturer, served as
governorof RhodeIsland from 1875 to 1877.
The house remainedin family ownership
and relatively unaltereduntil 1981, when
the property - a National Historic Land
mark - wasacquiredby theHeritageFoun
dation of RhodeIsland. Under its aegis,the
housewas convertedto a mixed use, with
theprincipal rooms on the 1st floor restored
asmuseumspaceand portionsof thekitchen
eli andthe2nd floor aswell asthewhole3rd
floor convertedto apartments;Kite-Palmer
Associateswere the architectsfor the con
version. The first phase of this work was
completed in 1984.

216 The Wheeler School 1913 et seq.: F.W,
Sawtelie was the architect for the original
brick, 3½-story,E-pian ElizabethanRevival
structurewith a portico centerentranceand
gable roof. The projecting end pavilions
have gable ends toward the street and
pointed archeson the 1st story. This wasthe
1st building of a complexwhich now covers

Brook, and Meeting Streets and includes
additional classroomspace, a gymnasium,
anda field houseandplaying field, thelatter
completed in 1980 and requiring the re
moval or demolition of nine late 19th-
centurydwellings. Mary C. Wheeler1846-
1921 had studied painting in Paris for six
years before founding a school in 1889; at
first, it wasdevotedto paintinganddrawing,
but soon became a college-preparatory
schoolfor young women.The schoolbegan
in her homeat 26 Cabot Streetand grew to
include 22 and 18 Cabot Streetas well all
now demolished. Wheeler has been co
educationalsince 1975, whenthe namewas
changed from Mary C. Wheeler School to
thepresent,shorterform.

217 Lyman Klapp House1888: Stone,Carpen
ter & Willson, architects. An important and
well-preservedQueenAnne house,2½ sto
ries high with a slate cross-gable roof,
dormers,and conical roofs over cornerbays.
The 1st story is faced with uncoursedgreen
Seekonkstone set in pink mortar; the 2nd,
with slate. The basic rectangleplan of the
houseis embellishedon the principal eleva
tions by bay windows of various sizesand
shapes,somewith stainedglass.The design
emphasisis the juxtapositionof form rather
than application of detail. Klapp, president
of the Union Oil Company, died the year
after this housewas completed.The elabo
ratecarriagehouseremainsat rear.

225- Aldrich-Dexter Field 1830, 1957, 1960-61,
235 1972-73. 1980-81:An L-plan tract of almost

39 acres surroundedby a thick, 8-foot-high
granite wall, The parcel was given to the
Town of Providencein 1824, a bequestof

EbenezerKnight Dexter see300 Angell and

187 Benefit for useasa poorfarm, Thecom

missionersof the Dexter Donation engaged
John Hoiden Greene to build the Dexter
Asylum, completed in 1830. Similar in
design to nearbyMosesBrown School see
250 Lloyd Avenue, it continuedin use into
the20th century.In 1957, Brown University
purchasedthe property from the city and
sold landadjacentto Marvel Gymnasium at
425 Elmgrove Avenueq.v. previouslyused
for playing fields, Brown plannedthis open

spaceasanathletic centercloserto its Brown
and Pembrokecampuses.The first building
added was the George V. MeehanAudito
rium 1960-61: Perry, Shaw, Hepburn &
Dean, architects; Robert Dean, designer;

Gilbane Building Co., builders. This 240-

loot-diameter, concrete structure has a

domed roof/ceiling carried on wooden
arches and seats approximately 2,300
around the 200-by-85-foothockey rink. It
was built at the direction of the Brown Cor
porationand paid for by a largegrant from
theMeehanFoundationat a time whenmost
Ivy League schools and regional secondary
schoolswere developingsuch facilities. The
Smith Swim Centerfollowed in 1973: Daniel
Tuliy, architect; Paul Hodess, builder;
George R. Whitten, Jr., designer.This pre
cast-aggregate-concretestructure with its
distinctive "circus-tent-peak" roof form
incorporatesan L-plan pooi with a 50-meter
Olympic span and a 25-meter collegiate

thestructurebuilt to housethepooi for the
1972 Olympic summer gamesin Munich,
but herethe roof structure is wood, rather
than the steel and plastic used for the
Munich structure,The building was named
in honorof H, StantonSmith, classof 1921,
and his wife, Marjorie Brown Smith, long
time director of physical educationat Pem
broke. The mostrecentaddition is thejoseph
Olney, Jr./M. Price Margolies Athletic
Center, built by the Gilbane Building Co.
and completed in 1981. This large, rec
tangular, reinforced-concrete structure
housesathletic courtsand - on its ample
flat roof - practice fields for football or
soccer.It is namedin honorof two members
of the class of 1936. Much of the Aldrich-
Dexter Field remainsopen land, given over
to baseballfields and tenniscourts,

*240 Rufus R. Wilson House1884: Stone, Car
penter & Wilison, architects. A 2½-story
QueenAnne dwelling with a high hip roof
and round corner tower with a conical roof,
This is a small, simple version of the com
pactly massed Queen Anne of the later
1880s; thecorner tower is particularlyeffec
tive for the corner siting cf. 314 Benefit
Street. Wilson was a foremanat American
Screw Co.; in 1895 he sold this house to
FrederickA. Ballou, a jewelry manufacturer.

*248 Edmund T. Moulton House 1891: Stone,
Carpenter& Wiillson, architects.A 2½-story,
shinglehousewith a high hip roof and com
plex juxtapositionof masses.While certain
elements are within the Colonial Revival
style - such as the entrance porches-

muchof thedetailing andthecompositionas
a whole are reminiscent of 14th- through
16th-centurynorthern Europeanbuildings.
Moulton was an investmentbroker, thelocal
representativeof Harriman & Co., members
of the New York Stock Exchange. The
Moultons lived hereuntil 1912.

249 Waiter L Preston House 1900: Martin &
Flail, architects.A 2½-storyColonialRevival
house with a high hip roof, pilastered
chimneys,pedimenteddormers, and modil
hon cornice. Quoins frame the symmetrical
3-bay facade, and a large, Ionic entrance
porch sheltersthe entrance. Preston was a
wholesaledealerof fruits and produce.

*255 Francis M. Pond ca. 1894: A 2½-story,
Colonial Revival housewith a high hip roof
and hexagonalcorner tower at therear. The
symmetrical3-bay facadehasa barrel-vault
entrance porch and diamond-pane win

dows. Pond was a music teacher,

*305 JosephineRathboneHouse 1889: Stone,
Carpenter& Willson, architects.A 2½-story,
shingle housewith a cross-gableroof. This
simple, restrainedhouseis a typical example
of thefirm’s work in thelate I 880s: a simple,
urban interpretationof the "Shingle Style."
josephineRathbonebuilt this as an invest
ment; the first resident was George M.
Snow, an agentfor Wm. Pickhardt& Juttroff,
purveyorsof dyestuffs and chemicals.

316 Hope High School 1938: Office of the
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Commissioner of Public Buildings, archi- ilahed itt American Architect and Building Boulevard, the parcel was donatedto the
tects. A 4’story, brick, hip-roof, Georgian
Revival building with limestonetrim, pedi
mented entrance pavilion, and quoining.
The cupolas - occurringaboveeachof the
pedimentedpavilions - arehandsome,and
the large tower at the corner is a prominent
landmark. This structure, designed to
accommodate 2000 students, replaced a
smallerfacility built acrossthestreetin 1893
now gone. This school and its extensive
athletic fields standon thesite of theformer
Hope Reservoir,completed in 1875 to pro
vide waterfor thecity. The completion of the
ScituateReservoir in 1926 made this reser
voir obsolete,

*349 John E. Camfield House 1896-97: A 2½-
story, clapboard’and-shingleQueen Anne
housewith a cross-gable-and-hiproof, irreg
ular fenestration,2-story tower with high
conical roof, andanentranceporchsetin the
tower’s base. Camfield was a partner in
Dodge& Camfield, a wholesalegrocery firm
on ExchangeStreet.

421 MontagueStreet Primary School1898: A
2½-story, brick, hip-roof, RomanesqueRe
vivai, 4-room schoolhouse with arched
porticoes at the separateboys’ and girls’
entrances flanking a projecting central
pavilion. The fanlights over the doors are
handsomefeatures.

443, William and ThomasCilbane Housesca.
445 1894: A matched pair of large, 2½-story,

cross-gable-roof,3-bay-facade,center-hail-
plan Colonial Revival houseswith porches
acrossthefront. Thesearenotablefor hand
some detailing, with Paliadianwindow in
thefront gable,FederalRevivalcornice,and
fanlightover thefront entrance.The houses,
sitedat 90 to eachotherandslightly off-axis
with the street,sharea common front yard
and an immense, cupola-cappedcarriage
house between the two dwellings. They
were built for two sons of the founder of
Gilbane ConstructionCo. Like others who
built on thesouth sideof Doyle Avenueat
this time, the Gilbanebrothers leasedtheir
land see47 DoyleAvenue.Within a decade
aftermoving here,theGilbanesbuilt a small
developmentof similar though less elabo
rate housesnearby at 3-16 Catalpa Road
q.v..

448 EastSide YMCA 1975: Sturges,Daughn&
Salisbury,architects.A geometrical,I-story,
concrete-blockbuilding with flat and shed
roofs, The stuccoedfacadeis dominatedby
super-graphicsidentifying thebuilding. This
striking structure is a small neighborhood
recreationfacility, with swimming pooi and
exerciseroom.

[451 Ladd Observatory1891: Stone,Carpenter
& Wiillson, architects,A 1-story. brick-and-
brownstone observatory with a 2-story
domedtower containingthetelescope.Built
on oneof thehighest pointsin the city. this
observatorywas an up-to-dateaddition for
Brown University’sPhysicsDepartmentjust
before theturn of thecentury; though still in
use, it hasbeen largely supersededby more
modern facilities. The building was pub-

475- MargaretJ. HughesHouseca. 1893:A 2½-
477 story, clapboard-and-shingle, end-gable-

roof QueenAnnehousewith a large,octago
nal corner tower. Mrs. Hughes and her
husband, John, built this as an income
property; its first residentswere CharlesA.
Sisson, treasurer of the Hope Webbing
Company, and William H. Sweetiand, a
lawyer.

493 ThomasJ. Hughes House 1885: A 2½.
story, cross-gable-roof Queen Anne, 2-
family housewith spindlework front and
side porches and patterned shingling,
Hugheswas an upholsterer.

494 Free EvangelicaiCongregationalChurch
1903: A simple, cross-gable-roof,red’brick
churchwith a squarecornertower andlarge
lancet-archwindows.The building hasbeen
the home of the Second Presbyterian
Churchsince 1950.

655 Church of the Redeemer1915-17: Clarke
& Howe, architects.A rambling,gable-roof,
random-ashiar-and-stucco,English Gothic
parish-style church; the stone, end-gable-
roof sanctuaryhastraceriedwindows,but
tressedside vestibule, and an open belfry
archcappedby a slendercopperspire at the
peak of the front gable.To thesouth of the
sanctuary is a stuccoed, 1/2-story parish
housewith a largebay window,

708 RochambeauBranch, Providence Public
Library 1930: Howe & Church,architects,
A 1-story, brick, GeorgianRevivalstructure
set on a high basementwith molded-brick
water table, The H-plan, cross-gable-roof
building has end paviiions with gable ends
toward the street;a largePailadianwindow
is in each of the pavilions, front and rear,
The centerentranceon the facadeis within a
I-story, FederalRevival porch.This was part
of a campaign begun in the mid-1920s to
build libraries around thecity in addition to
the main library at 150 Empire Streetq.v..
Others stand at 445 Prairie Avenue, 233
Veazie Street, and31 CandaceStreetq.v..

734 Fourth Baptist Church 1910, 1929, 1982:
Arthur Eaton Hill, architect 1910. An
asymmetrical,English Gothic church com
plex in rock-face-graniterandomashiar,The
gabled sanctuaryis balanced by a crenel
latedbell tower. The portion of thechurchat
thecorner of Hope Streetand Rochambeau
Avenuewas built in 1910 for this congrega.
tion establishedin 1822; they met at 20
Howell Street until the completion of this
building. In 1929, thesanctuaryto the south
in the style of the original building was
constructed to the designs of Clarke &
Howe. The church closedits doorsin 1982
and was remodeledto serve as The Inter-
churchCenter,

975 Lippitt Park 1933, 1938-4W: A 6-acre,
landscaped, triangular parcel of land
boundedby Hope Street,Ninth Street,and
BlackstoneBoulevard. Originally a part of
Swan Point Cemetery see 585 Blackstone

city asa park in 1933, developedin 1938-40,
andnamedin honorof World War I casualty
AlexanderFarnum Lippitt. At the center of
the park is a handsome,modern fountain
jackson, Robertson & Adams, architects
erected in memory of Senator Henry B.
Anthony with funds provided in his will to
thecity see 5 BenevolentStreet.

HOPKINS STREET
*15 StephenHopkins House1707, 1743, 1804,

1927: The original small 1½-story, gable-
roof cottagebuilt in 1707 by John Field forms
a rear eli to the 2½-story,4-bay-facadepor
tion that StephenHopkins built in 1743.
The 1743 section is a center-hall, 2-room-
plan structure; the fireplace walls are
paneled, and the parlor has a fine shell-
carvedcupboardoverthe fireplace.Hopkins
was a merchantclosely allied to the Brown
family of Providence,He was ten timesgov
ernorof RhodeIsland,a staunchadvocateof
independencefrom Great Britain, and a
signer of the Declarationof independence.
As a nationally prominent political figure,
Hopkins hostedmany of the nation’s early
leaderson their visits to Providence,includ
ing George Washingtonin 1776 and 1781.
The house originally stood at the foot of
Hopkins Street on South Main Street; in
1804, it was moved halfway up the hill,
When its secondsite becamepart of thepar
cel assembledfor the ProvidenceCounty
Court House see 250 Benefit Street, the
State of RhodeIsland- at thebehestof the
National Society of Colonial Dames of
America - acquiredthe lot at thecorner of
Benefit and Hopkins Streetsand movedthe
househere in 1927. Norman M. isham was
engaged to restore the building, and he
designed the pedimentedentranceon the
facade,Still owned by the State, the house
hasbeen operatedasa museumby theColo
nial Damessince the 1920s, The gardenwas
designedby Alden Hopkins, a descendantof
StephenHopkins and a landscapearchitect
at Colonial Williamsburg.

HOSPITAL STREET
93 Daniel CoimanHouse1901: A clapboard-

and-shingle, cross-gable-roofQueenAnne
cottage.Colman was a factory foreman,

108 JamesE. Butts Building ca. 1865: A small,
flat-roof, brick, 2-story industrial building
with granite lintels andsills, It was usedasa
steamlaundry in the 1880s and 1890s,

HUDSON STREET
*78 A.D. Lippitt House ca. 1880: A 2½-story

Queen Anne house with patterned-slate
walls, steeproof, and superb iron cresting.
The detailing of the projecting,2-story por
tico and thewindowsis imaginative.Lippitt,
a real estatebroker, built this as an invest
ment,

HUMBOLDT AVENUE
20 John M. RoundsHouse1874, ca. 1900: A

large,2½-story,mansard-roof,3-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan house with Colonial Re
vival alterations including a semicircular

News in 1890.

189



portico, FederalRevival entrancewith side- was dedicatedin September1974. It is the 227 Erastus Walcott House1880: A small, 2-
lights and fanlight, and broken-scrollpedi
ment on the central dormer. Rounds was a
grocer.

26 ClarenceH. CarpenterHouse1876: A 2h/,

story, cross-gable-roofhousewith elaborate
trim, including gable trusswork, bracketed
bay windows,and wide, bracketedwindow
hoods,Carpenterwas a lumber dealer,

40 David W. Hoyt House 1873-74: A hand
some, cross-gable-roofcottage notable for
elaboratebargeboardsand round-archwin
dows on the 2nd story. Hoyt was a high-
schoolteacher.

50 CharlesA. Calder House 1896-97:A 1½-

story, flank-gambrel-roof, 3-bay-facade,
center-hail-plan Colonial Revival house
with alternating triangular and segmental-
archpedimenteddormersand a FederalRe
vival entrancewith sidelightsanda fanlight.
This is a richly detailed dwelling. Calder
workedwith his father; theAlbert L. Caider
Co. manufactured Caider’s Saponaceous
Dentive, a tooth powder.

HYLESTEAD STREET
6 Edward R. Mitchell House 1847-53: A

GreekRevival cottagewith corner piiasters,
deep entablature, and aedicular entrance
with sidelights.Mitchell owneda largenum
ber of house lots in the area and probably
built this modestdwelling on specuiation.in
1553, hesold it for $900 to SamuelG. Lora
more, a tailor with a shop in Market Square.

IMPERIAL PLACE
Vesta Knitting Mills, now Imperial Knife
Company 1901, 1903, 1941: A handsome,
6-story, brick structurewith segmental-arch
windows, rounded corners,and corbelcor
nice. Foundedin 1883 by RudolphBerry to
manufactureribbed knitted underwearand
hosiery on circular knitting machines,the
VestaKnitting Mills was a growingbusiness
with a nationalmarket by thetime it began
to build this facility just after theturn of the
century.The companyremainedin this loca
tion until it closed in 1941, when Imperial
Knife, which already occupied part of the
complex, purchased the property. Felix
Mirando founded Imperial Knife, the first
largeAmerican manufacturerof jackknives.
Managedby the Fazzanofamily, the com
pany today is a major manufacturerof
cutlery.

INDIA POINT PARK
1969-74:Albert Veri, landscapearchitect,A
large, open landscapedparcel along the
southernedge of the East Side and over
looking the Providenceharbor. First called
for by Mayor Reynolds in the early 1960s,
the park was studiedand plannedby com
mittee throughout the 1960s. Clearancebe
gan in late 1969, and the project received
significant impetus througha $150,000be
quest from Mary Elizabeth Sharpesee 84
Prospect Street and a $380,000 federal
grant. The landscapedpark, connectedwith
the Fox Point neighborhoodby a pedestrian
bridge over InterstateHighway 195 1972,

first landscaping of the city’s extensive
waterwaysrealized since the completion of
the Cove Basin - at the confluenceof the
Moshassuckand WoonasquatucketRivers
- in the i840s, Sinceits completion, it has
encouragedby example the reclamationof
more of thecitys waterfront.

INDIANA AVENUE
84 Axel PetersonHouse 1925: A 1½-story,

shingle bungalow with a parapet-wail
porch, a long sheddormeracrossthe front,
and an exterior random-ashlarchimney on
theside wall, This house,with small square
windows flanking the chimney, banded
shingling, and stoneveneer foundations,is
typical of thebungalowstyle aspromotedin
house-planbooks of the period.

INTERSTATE HIGHWAY 95
1962et seq.:Although planningfor a major
interstatehighway systemwasunderdiscus
sion asearly as the 1930s, it was only in the
mid-1950sthat thenationalhighwaysystem
took form, Local discussionof a north-south
freeway began in the late 1940s, and the
location of theroad wasdebatedthroughout
the 1950s, Work began in 1962. The con
struction of this highway was a major force
in thepost-wardeteriorationanddisintegra
tion of older, inner-city neighborhoods.It
separatedWashingtonPark from the rest of
thecity, cut off upper SouthProvidenceand
Federal Hill from downtown, and sliced a
wide path throughtheoidest part of Smith
Hill. It further provided easy accessto and
from the suburbsand therebyexacerbated
the decline in the city’s retail, residential,
and industrial quarters.

INTERVALE ROAD
33 PeterBardachHouseca. 1958: D. Thomas

Russillo, architect, A large, 2-story, hori
zontal-board-sheathed,flat-roof modern
housewith an unusualcurvedcornersection
containing a stone-veneeraccented en
trance. Bardachbuilt this house while he
was presidentof a jewelry manufacturing
company.

IRVING AVENUE
16 Frank K. RogersHouse1890: A 2½-story,

clapboard-and-shinglehouse, The numer
ousdormersandorielsandtheround corner
tower amplify the picturesquenessof this
house, Rogers,an architect with an office
downtown, built this as an investment, Its
first residentwas T. Edward Chace,Jr.

98 The WashingtonApartments1913: Frank
W, Woods,architect,A 3½-story,brick-and-
cast-stone,hip-roof, 9-unit apartmentbuild
ing with pairedwindows with keystoneson
thelower 2 stories andsegmental-archwin
dowson the3rd story. The wide eaveshave
paired brackets. Woods specializedin the
design of apartmentbuildings in the early
20th century; othershedesignedinclude the
Lafayetteat 380 Lloyd Avenue,the Minden
at 123 WatermanStreet, the Whitmarsh at
86 WhitmarshStreetq.v.. Both this andthe
Lafayettewere built by William Horton.

story, end-gable-roof,2-bay, side-hall-plan
Victorian cottage with paired windows, a
bracketedbay window and front porch, and
a dentil cornice with gable trusswork, The
houseat 237 Irving Avenuewas probabaly
identical originally. Walcott, an oil dealer
who lived in Barrington,built this as an in
vestment.

290 Frank N. MacLeod House ca. 1915: A
large, 2½-story, brick, dormered-hip-roof,
7-bay-facade, center-hail-plan Georgian
Revival housewith splayed stonelinteis, a
modiiihon cornice, and a segmental-arch
pedimentedfront porchshelteringabeveled
ashlar-framedentrance.A screenedsleeping
porchon one sideof thehousesurmountsan
arcadedwoodensun porch. MacLeod wasa
salesmanfor Brown & Sharpe see 235
PromenadeStreet.

IVES STREET
329 Felix O’Rourke House ca. 1890: A small

clapboard-and-shingle, end-gable roof,
QueenAnne cottagewith elaboratedetails,
including window hoods, bracketed trim,
scroll saw fan ornamentsin the corners of
the gables. and elaborate patternedshin
gling. The O’Rourke family, all employedin
trades, boardedwith Felix O’Rourke, a la
borer.

IVY STREET
163 JudsonDavis House ca. 1884-85: A small

end-gable-roof cottage with a bracketed
front bay window and a door hood sup
ported on scrolled consoles, Judson Davis
was an engineerat the Hope Reservoirsee
316 Hope Street.

JAMES STREET
*10 JosephTiiiinghast Houseca. 1799:A trap

ezoidal-plan,2½-story,brick Federalhouse
set on a high basement.Brownstonetrim
includesa stringcoursebetweenthe 1st and
2nd stories and the surround on the center
entrancein the 3-bay facade,The irregular
shape conforms to the shapeof the lot, A
storefront basementstory on the westfaces
SouthMain Street;now brick faced,from the
mid-l9th centuryuntil 1978 it was castiron,
The housewas elaboratelyrestoredin 1978,
and theeasteli andgaragewereaddedthen
Bianco/Boomer,designers.

.18 William Smith House 1824-28: A 2½-

story, brick and brownstone,Federalhouse
with a monitor-on-hip roof, 5-bay facade,
and centralfanlight doorway.This is a typi’
cal ProvidenceFederalhouse,often associ
ated with thework of john Holden Greene,
Smith was a carpenter.

21- Oliver Kane House 1814: A 2½-story,
23 Federal,doublehousewith a gableroof, 9-

bay facade,and2 entrancesunderbracketed
entabiatures with transom lights, each
reachedby a flight of woodensteps.Kane,a
merchant,built this asan investment.Its first
occupantswereMrs. BurroughsandCyprian
Sterry.

22 William Woodward, Jr. House 1828: A
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2½-story brick, Federalhousewith a monl- 29 3-bay-Iacade, 2½-story, end-gable-roof 2nd stories, a paired ionic-column portico
tor-on-hip roof and 5-bay facadewith cen
tral, elliptical-fanlight entrancereachedby a
doubleflight of stonesteps.Like number18,
this is a fine, Greene-inspiredFederalhouse;
together,theyform a handsomepair. Wood-
ward owned a grocery store on SouthMain
Street,

JEFFERSON STREET

t68 Jefferson Street Baptist Church, now
SaintsSahagandMesrobArmenianApos
tolic Church1868: Niles B. Schubarth,ar
chitect. Built in a simplified VenetianGothic
style for the Baptist congregationcentered
aroundHoidenand ParkStreets,this rugged
gable-roof, brick structure with foretower
has alternating brown and buff radiating
voussoirs over its round-archeddoor and
window openings. Its well-proportioned
polygonal tower centered on the facade
until the 1930s had a tail steeplethat was a
prominentlocal landmark, it is now topped
by a large, blue, illuminated cross, equally
visible, When the Baptistsmergedwith sev
eral other congregationsin 1913, thus va
cating thebuilding, it wassold to theArme
nians,whoserapid increaseon Smith Hill in
the early years of the 20th centurynecessi
tatedfacilities for religiousand socialgather
ings.The reconsecratedbuilding was named
for two 5th-centuryArmenian saintswhose
work in the creationof a national language
and the translationof the Bible into Arme
nian were major steps in thecultural unifi
cation of the Armenian people.

JENCKES STREET
8 Nicholas Brown House ca. 1830: A 2½-

story Federalhousewith a gableroof setend
to the streetand a 3-bay facadewith a side’
hail, elliptical-fan doorway with sidelights.
The corner pilastersare probably a Greek
Revival addition, Brown built this as an in
vestment,and it remainedas such in the
Brown family until 1901. The earliestknown
residentof this housewas John Lilas, a la
borer, who lived here in 1846,

1Q LeonardBiodgetHouseca. 1831:A typical,
5-bay facadeGreek Revival house with a
recessedcenteraedicuiarentrancewith pan
eled corner pilastersand simple plank en
tablature.Blodget was a mason.

JENKINS STREET
54- Ephraim Martin House1849: A small, 2-
56 story, gable-roofdwelling with severaladdi

tions. This is probably a remodeling and
enlargementof an older cottage. The semi-
octagonal wing on the front - with shut
teredfalse windows- is an interestingfea
ture. Martin was a carpenterwho movedthis
househereand recastit in the then-fashion
able cottagestyle popularizedin contempo
rary pattern books, He also built the house
next door at thecorner of WinstedCourt in
1852, but lost both propertiesthroughmort
gage foreclosure in 1856. Hiram Read, a
mason,then bought this house,

bracketedhousehasa hoodedentrance,it
was built probablyas an investmentby one
of the Holden family soon after theHolden
estate, which occupied land bounded by
Smith, Promenade,and Holden Streetsand
1-95, was divided and sold for houselots in
1850.

44 Elizabeth T. Browneil House ca. 1855:
GreekRevival in style, this 2½-story,flank-
gable-roofstructurehas a hooded,double,
centerentrance,corner pilasterstrips, and a
broad entablature,Double Greek Revival
housesare rarein Providencethougha num
ber of Federaland Italianate examplesare
known, Like other heirs of the Holden es
tate,Mrs. Browneli choseto build an income-
producing structure on her property; she
herselfoccupied half of the building from
the early 1870s until her death in 1886.

50- BianchardTenementsca. 1874: Built by
54 several membersof the Blanchardfamily,

both these identical buildings are 2’/2-story
blocks with flank-gable roofs, center en
trances,and regularly spacedbay and sash
windows, Fiatsherewererentedby workers
at the adjacentBrown & Sharpefactory.

Harry Maniiowitz and Max Charren
Housesca. 1927: Four identical, 2-decker
dwellings with hip-roofs, similar in style to
contemporary 3-deckers, which this 2-
deckerform gradually supplementedin the
1920s, These dwellings have 2-story, full-
width porchesacrosstheir facades,shingle-
clad parapetsin place of balustrades,and
short, paired piers rather than columns.
Manilowitz and Charren,born into Russian
jewish immigrant families, were both more
actively involved in other businessesthan
real estatespeculation.They both may have
grown upon Smith Hill, but, like manyother
immigrants,movedawayfrom theghettoes
and assimilatedthemselvesinto the larger
community.

JOHN STREET
7 Tuliy Bowen House ca, 1854: This 2½-

story, pedimentedend-gable,3-bay-facade,
Greek Revival househas an Ionic portico.
This was built probably as an investmentor
as a homefor a member of the family by
Bowen, whoseown largedwelling rose next
door at 389 Benefit Streetq.v..

9 ThomasRichardsonHouse 1849: Similar
in form to neighboringnumber7, thebeauti
fully preservedRichardson houseexempli
fies the mixed Greek Revival/Bracketed
modeso popular in Providencein this era,
The 2½-story, pedimented end-gable, 3-
bay-facade house has bracketed trim, in
cluding a heavy entrancehood. Richardson
was a partnerin the jewelry manufacturing
firm Richardson, Hicks & Co., located on
Broad Street,

14 Lippitt-GreeneHouse1803-12,ca, 1865: A
largeand imposing 3-story brick dwelling,
this is a Federalhouseoriginally 2 stories
high with important later additions which
dominatethe design. The 5-bay facadehas
quoining, stringcoursesabove the 1st and

reachedby a curving doubleflight of stone
steps,anda heavy, bracketedbalconybelow
thecentralbay on the3rd story. The low hip
roof has a heavy balustradeand a dentil
and-modililion cornice. The property in
cludesa servicecourtyardandbrick mewsat
rear, reachedby a cobblestonelane east of
the house. Moses Lippitt and his brother
Charles foundedthe Lippitt Manufacturing
Co., producing cotton cloth, in 1807; the
Lippitt Co. remainedoneof thestate’smajor
textile firms throughout the 19th and early
20th centuries, In 1865. Cornelia Burges
Greene bought the house, and the major
alterationsprobablydate from this time, Her
son, Theodore Francis Greene 1867-1961
was a key Rhodeislandpolitician in the20th
century: a graduateof Brown and Harvard
Law, he began his career conventionally
enoughas a lawyer, but becameactively in
volved in politics as a Democrat upon his
electionto theRhodeislandHouseof Repre
sentativesin 1907. His election as governor
in 1932 marked the end of the Republican
machine’s domination of state politics.
GreenerepresentedRhodeIslandin theU.S.
Senatefrom 1937 to 1961, He lived in this
houseuntil his death,

16 John D. Jones House 1844: A fine and
somewhatunusual3-bay-facade,2½-story,
Greek Revival house with a pedimented
end-gableroof setend to thestreet,side-hail
entrance with ionic portico, and a large,
semi-hexagonal-planbay on the east side
surroundedby an ample side porch which
overlooksthe lawn to theeast.Jonesowned
a shoe store in the Arcade see 130 West
minster Street.

23 William SanfordBrown House1795-98:A
5-bay-facade,2½-story Federalhousewith
a central, pedimented fanlight doorway
flanked by pilasters.Brown was a mariner.
Henry B. Huntington,a professorat Brown,
bought this house from TheodoreFrancis
Greenesee 14 john Street in 1909, and its
extensive remodeling in 1919 Norman M.
Isham, architect, included removal of the
original centerchimney.

25 John Churchand Levi PearceHouse1819-
27 23: A 6-bay-facade,2½-story,Federaldou

ble housewith a monitor-on-hip roof and
central double entrance under a console
pedimentwith fluted brackets,Churchwas a
housewright;Pearce, a mason.Pearcesold
his half to Churchin 1825. This wasa part of
theso-called"GreeneVillage," a restoration
effort of theI 920sspearheadedby Theodore
FrancisGreenesee 14 John Street.

*26 Russell Potter House ca. 1814: A 5-bay-
facade,2½-story Federalhousewith a salt
box roof, 2 interior chimneys,and a central
entrancewith consolepedimentembellished
with Adam fans. Potter was a housewright
who sometimesworkedwith john Holden
Greene see 51, 55 Thayer Street and he
sold this house to Harding Stoddard, a
blacksmith, in 1818,

*30 Elisha Wells House1824: A 3-bay-facade,
2½-story.Federalhousewith gable roof set

207-
209,
211-
213,
215-
217,
219-
221

JEWETT STREET
27- Ann Hoiden House ca. 1855: This typical
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endto thestreetandside-hail,elliptical-fan
doorway with sidelightsand rusticatedsur
round, reachedby a single flight of steps.
Wells owned a tailor shop on South Main
Street.

31 Cyrus Ellis House 1805: A 5-bay-facade,
2½-story Federalhousewith central, pedi
mented, fanlight entrance flanked by pilas
ters anda long eli at rear, The chimneysin
the east rooms are built into the brick end
wail, a practicecommon in suchlargeFed
eral houses.Ellis was a tailor with a shopon
GeorgeStreet.He sold the housein 1810 to
JoshuaMauran 1782-1847,a memberof a
maritime family and one of the first pew-
holders in the Unitarian Church see 301
BenefitStreet.

‘75 St. Joseph’sSchool: The parish school for
St. Joseph’sChurchsee 86 HopeStreet.

85 JamesBarney House 1832: This eccentric,
4-bay-facade, 2½-story, monitor-on-hip-
roof late Federalhousehasa typical elliptical
fanlight doorway. Barney was a grocer.

‘87 Joseph Thomas House 1846: A 3-bay-
facade, pedimented-end-gable-roof,Greek
Revival housewith paneledcornerpilasters
and a fine Doric portico. Thomas was a
mariner,

*100.. William R. Sabin House and JosephU.
102 ParsonsHouse 1846-47: A mirror-image

pair of small, L-pian GothicRevival cottages
set on high basementsfully half a story
above grade with steeply pitched gable
roofs, and entranceporchesset in theinside
corner of the "L." Sabin, a carpenter,and
Parsons,a mariner,leasedtheselots on the
Rope Walk Piat see 5, 7 EastStreet,agree
ing to erect houseson the lots within two
years.

‘110 GeorgeH. HortonHouse1852: A standard,
3-bay-facade, pedimented-end-gable-roof,
2½-story GreekRevival housewith simple
aedicular entrance.Horton was a machinist
at R.L. Thurston’s Steam EngineFactory at
516-518SouthWaterStreet q.v..

JOHNSON STREET

135, George A. Rounds Bungalows 1925: A
139, row of three, modest, 1½-story, shingle,
143 dormered-hip-roof bungalows with inset

corner porchesand triple windows across
the front, These housesare typical of small-
scaletract building before theadventof large
speculative suburban subdivisions after
World War II see 136-148JohnsonStreet.
Roundswas originally a stonesetteranden
graver,but afterhis successfulinvestmentin
these bungalows,he turned his attentions
exclusively to real estatedevelopment.

136- Bungalows1924-28:A row of four, modest,
140, 1½-story, shingle, end-gable-roof bunga
144- lows with insetcorner porchesand tripartite
148 windows on the front. These houses,with

arts-and-craftsdetailing, including grouped
porch columns, sturdy eaves, braces and
omamentai exposedrafter ends across the
gable, make an interestingcomparisonwith
therestrained,shingle-style-influencedbun-

galowsacrossthestreetbuilt aboutthesame
time by GeorgeA. Roundssee135 Johnson
Street. 136-140JohnsonStreetwas built in
1925 by Jerome M, Fitz, a building con
tractor,

KEENE STREET
‘12 HenryB. Metcalf House1855:A bracketed

ltalianate villa, 2’/: stories high with an
asymmetricalplan, low hip roof with hood
ed dormers, quoins, regularly spacedand
grouped windows, and a 1-story entrance
porch. Metcalf, a flour and grain dealer,
lived hereuntil 1878. From 1935 to 1964, it
was the homeof Charles AlexanderRobin
son, noted professorof classics at Brown
University.

15- Thomas Breck House 1879: A Second
17 Empiredoublehouse,VI: storieshigh with a

mansardroof, modillion-and-dentiicornice,
bracketed window caps. and a central pil
laredentranceporch flanked by 1-story bay
windows. Breck and his brother William
owned a trunk-manufacturing and retail
businesson North Main Street,

‘22 Luther H. Martin House 1854: A T-plan
italianate house, 2’/1 stories high with a
cross-gableroof, bracketedcornice, heavy
bracketed caps over the single and double
windows,and a porchsetin theangleof the
"T." Martin was a partner in the carpenter
contractingfirm of Martin & Goff at 10 Well
Street.

‘32 JohnJ. Fry House188W: A 2½-story,Italia
nate housewith a low hip roof, modillion
cornice, 3-bay-facade,side-elevation bay
windows,quoining,bracketedwindow caps,
andDoric centralentranceporchwith balus
trade, Fry worked for F.A. Ballou, a jewelry
manufacturingcompany.

‘67- J.N. SchottHouse1907:Murphy & Hindle,
69 architects. A 2½-story, cross-gable-roof,

Tudor Revival double housewith a T-plan
and columned entranceporchesflanking a
broad,projectingcentralpavilion with gable
overhang,groupedwindows,vertical board
ing in thegables,brackettrim, clapboardon
the 1st story, and shingleson the 2nd story.
Schott, a wholesaleprovisionsdealer, built
this houseasan investment;he lived nearby
at 183-185 Brown Streetq.v..

*68 SamuelN-Smith House1894:A 2½-story
Queen Anne housewith the attic and 2nd
story beneatha high, end-gable,gambrel
roof, There is a conical-roof tower on the
west side; a turned-balusterporch; twin,
angled,2nd-storyoriels; anda recessedattic
window behinda column screen,Smith was
a salesman.This houseis similar to manyof
those designedby Gould, Angeli & Swift
in the 1890s and may well be that firm’s
work.

‘72 FrederickL. Lothrop House1894: Similar
to the Smith Housenextdoorat 68, this is a
2½-story QueenAnne housewith roof set
gable end to the street and a broad front
porch. Both dwellings have towers on their
westsides,but that on theLothrop Houseis
set at the southwestcorner of the building
and its high conical roof intersectsthe gable

roof. The virtually identical treatmentof the
attic stories in both houses- overhanging
theiower storiesandwith recessedwindows
- suggeststhat both weredesignedby the
same architectsusing a similar format for
both but juxtaposingdetailsof form and tex
ture, Lothrop owned pharmacieson West
minster Streetand Broadway.

‘112 GeorgeL. ClarkeHouseca. 1872?:A large,
2½-storyItalianatehouseon a high, granite
foundation,It has a high hip roof, a central
cross gable in the 3-bay facade, and bay
windows on thesideelevations.Clarke was
a partnerin Nichols, Black & Co., manufac
turing jewelerson Eddy Street, He and his
wife, FrancesA, Clarke, investedheavily in
real estate:they owned property near their
own houseas well as on Smith Hill; their
son, architect PrescottOrioff Clarke, like
wise speculatedin real estateand built sev
eral houseson family land on Smith Hill.

* KENNEDY PLAZA
Exchange Place Mail 1848, 1898, 1914,
1964, 1984: Approximately 775 feet long by
250 feet wide, Kennedy Plaza is bounded
northby WashingtonStreet,southby Fuiton
Street,eastby ExchangeStreet.and west by
Dorrance Street. The central, tree-planted
strip, approximately 500 feet long and 90
feet wide, hassix regularlyspacedplanting
pockets. Soldiers and Sailors Monument
standsin thecenterof this strip; at the west
end stands the Trolley Shelter, now con
verted to restaurantuse, Modern bus-pas
sengershelterssurroundthecenterstrip and
the periphery. Originally known as Ex
changePlace,this urbanopenspacewas de
fined in 1848 with the constructionof the
first Union Station on its north side and of
fice buildings including the still extantEx
change Bank Building at 28-32 Kennedy
Plazaon its south;theCovestoodjust north
of thestation,The SoldiersandSailorsMon
ument RandolphRogersof Rome, sculptor
was installed in 1871 at the westernend of
theplazaandremainedthereuntil movedto
its present site in 1906. City Hall see 25
DorranceStreet gave monumentaldefini
tion to thewest end upon its completion in
1878, A monument to General Ambrose
Burnside was erected here in 1887, but it,
too, was movedin 1906 to City Hall Park
q.v.. The filling of theCoveanderectionof
a new Union Station in the 1890s greatly
expandedthe area;consequentlya compre
hensivedesignschemefor theareacalled for
thedevelopmentof this aspark spaceandof
a new FederalBuilding oppositeCity Hail,
completed in 1908. The city’s prime hotel,
theBiltmore, rose to the northwestin 1922,
and a new post office followed in 1940. The
areawas renamedKennedyPlaza in 1964, It
was reworked to improve masstransporta
tion in 1984-85 Albert Veri, designer.The
arrangementof major public and private
buildings aroundKennedyPlaza,thecentral
squareof thestate’scentralcity, could hard
ly bemorehierarchicalor fitting. The endsof
the plaza- the most important sites- are
takenby governmentbuildings.The railroad
station, fronted by landscaped grounds,
takes up thelong northside,while the Fleet
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Bank - thebest known building in thecity ‘50 Plóet Center1983-85:Helmut Obata Kas- by Morris Nathansongroundfloor andIra
and a regionally important commercialinsti
tution - dominatesthe southside.The Bilt
moreHotel makesan importantcontribution
to theambianceof thesquare.And, curious
ly, so too does the State House on Smith
Hill, visible from thesouth sideof thePlaza;
its imposingand cognateform imposesthe
sensethat, thoughnot on theplaza,thecapi
tol is of it, completing the triumvirate of
government. This is the largest and most
importantpark in downtownProvidence,an
active spacethat is, in essence,a 20th-cen
tury simulacrum of the early town square,
whereactivity day in anddayout providesa
touchstoneto contemporaryculture,Though
somewhat altered and redesigned in the
mid-1980s,it is important anda good exam
ple of theCity Beautiful movementin urban
planning at the turn of the century.

‘25 Federal Building 1908: Clarke & Howe,
architects;Harvey W, Corbett, designer.A
monumental civic building exhibiting the
Beaux-Arts-inspsiredclassicismof theAmeri
can Renaissance,Built to housethe federal
district court and the customsservice, the
4-story, limestone-sheathedstructure is a
hollow rectanglesurroundinga light court. It
hasa low hip roof, 5-bayeast andwest ele
vations with the central3 baysprojectedas
triple entrancepavilions, their 2nd through
4th storiesscreenedby a colonnade,The 10-
baynorth andsouthelevationshavecolossal
Corinthian pilasters. The ground floor is
treatedas a rusticated basementstory. The
full entablaturehasa modillion cornice and
balustradeparapetabove, A pair of sculp
tural groupsca. 1910; john Massey Rhind,
sculptor flank theKennedyPlazaentrances.
Much of the 1st story hasbeen remodeled,
but the handsomecourtrooms- one over
looks Kennedy Plaza with a large stained-
glassskylight - remain largely original.The
product of a competition held by the U.S.
Departmentof the Treasury in 1903, the
FederalBuilding relieved the pressureof a
burgeoningbureaucracyon the old Federal
Building of 1857 at 24 Weybosset Street
q.v.. It is a handsome,vital architectural
elementanchoringtheeast end of Kennedy
Plaza, A building of great dignity, it is an
appropriatecompanionto City Hall at the
oppositeend of the square.

‘28- ExchangeBank Building 1845:Tailman &
32 Bucklin, builder/architects. A Greek Re

vival, 4-story originally 3-story, brick
building with neo-Coloniai, mid-2Oth-
centurystorefront;5-bay facade;11-bayside
elevation;sashwindows with stonelintels;
wide brick stringcourseabove3rd story at
original cornice line; and boxed cornice.
Founded in 1801, the ExchangeBank built
this structure; it originally occupied the
lengthof ExchangeStreetbetweenKennedy
Plazaand WestminsterStreet, In 1888, the
southernportion was replaced by the pres
ent QueenAnne structure at 59-63 West
minster Street q,v.. The 4th story was
added in this century. Constructionof this
building signaled the emergenceof the
Turks Head areaas Providence’sfinancial
district, it is now the oldest building in the
area,

sebaum,architects,A 20-story, steel-frame
high-rise/skyscraperwith a step-backtop
culminating in a tail, round-arch window,
rose-granitewails on the north and south,
and reflective-glasswalls on the step-back
eastand westsides.Built as joint ventureby
Fleet Bank see55 KennedyPlaza,Gilbane
Properties,and Nortek, this is thecity’s first
"post-modem"office building. While three
historic structureswere demolishedfor its
construction, the project also included the
rehabilitationof theExchangeBank Building

see28-32KennedyPlazaandthe National
Exchange Bank Building see 59-63 West
minster Street; moreover, it filled a large
and long-vacant lot on the south side of
KennedyPlazawith a building highly com
patible with its setting.

95 industrial National Bank Building 1928:
Walker and Gillette, architects. A granite-
sheathed,steel-frame, 26-story, Art Deco
skyscraperwith steppedpyramidal massing
with major setbacksabove the 15th, 22nd,
and26th storiesanda 4-storysquarelantern
on top. The 2-story base is articulatedwith
streamlinedclassicalmotifs. Colossalround-
arch windows over the centralentranceson
KennedyPlazaand WestminsterStreetillu
minate the 2nd-story-level banking hail,
Original interiors include thesuperbclassi
cizing Art Deco banking hail with Ionic-
colonnadescreenaround the perimeter of
the room. The industrial Trust Company,
foundedin 1887, first occupieda building on
WestminsterStreetremodeledfor thebank’s
use by Stone,Carpenter& Wilison demol
ished in the early 1970s. Rapid growth
necessitatedthe largerquartersprovidedby
thecurrentstructureon thesite of the Butler
Exchange1873; Arthur Gilman, architect,
demolishedin 1925 to make way for the
presentstructure.The largestbankinginsti
tution in thestate,Fleet National Bank - as
thefirm is now known - remainsa region
ally important financial institution. The In
dustrial Bank Building, theonly 1920ssky
scraper in Rhode Island, is undoubtedly
Providence’s best known landmark, Its
stepped-backmassingand Art Deco detail
relate it closely to contemporaryNew York
skyscrapers,notably the Chrysler Building
1929-32;William Van Alen, architect and
the Empire State Building 1930-31;Shreve
Lamb & Harmon, architects, Completed
beforetheconstructionof either theChrysler
or Empire State Buildings, it is an early and
important example of the style, being both
thefirst of its kind and thetallest building in
New Englandwhen completed. Its size and
unique shape make it readily identifiable
from any angle. Its siting is masterful, for a
building of this scaleneedsan openparkiike
areaof sufficient sizeto provide a vista. Ken
nedy Plaza and Burnside Park furnish this
necessarybalance an arrangementwhich
anticipatesthe spatialorganizationof high-
rise complexessince built while maintain
ing an urban feeling.

*66 The Ming Gardenca. 1903:A 3-storybrick
68 building with a tiled modem entrance, a

similar entranceon WestminsterStreet side
of the building, and large plate glass win
dowson the upperstories; moderninteriors

Rakatanskyupper floor. This building has
long houseda Chineserestaurant,Though
architecturally undistinguishedoutside, the
Ming Garden is a major Providenceinstitu
tion with handsomeinteriors appropriateto
its use.Ming Gardenis thelongestlived of a
popular type, theChineserestaurant,which
has been an important part of the urban
scenesince the early 20th century.

‘70 People’s Bank 1949: Cram & Ferguson,
architects,Cool, severe,twin, 6-story, brick-
and-polished-granite-sheathed,steel-frame
office blocks at the Kennedy Plaza and
Westminster Street ends of the building
bracketa skylit bankingroomin themiddle
of the 1st story. The WestminsterStreetand
Kennedy Plaza facadesare identical, with
polished-granite1st stories and bronzeen
trances, projecting flat structural canopies,
and verticalstripsof glass-blockwindowson
the upper stories, The bankinghail retains
its severelyplain Moderne,oak-panelwain
scoting andvaultedplasterceiling. Incorpo
rated in 1857, People’sBank movedfrom its
temple-front building at 27 North Main
Streetq,v., built in 1913, to this structure.A
tidy illustration of theModerne, it is one of
thefew fully realizedexamplesof that style
in Providence.

KILLINGLY STREET
245 Nelson Bennett House 1895: A 2-story,

deck-on-hip-roof QueenAnne housewith
ornamental iron roof cresting. paired win
dows, and a large spindlework veranda
acrossthe front and side.Bennett owned a
butchershop.

KINSLEY AVENUE
‘160 Merchants’Cold StorageWarehouse1893,

1910: Stone, Carpenter & Wilison, archi
tects. A large and imposing brick structure
ornamentedwith Gothic archesand corbel
stringcourses,Merchants’Warehouseis the
evolved product of 19th- and 20th-century
provisions-supply technology. Israel B.
Mason, a successfulmeat-packersee 571
Broad Street, founded Merchants’ Cold
StorageCo, in 1893 to improve year-round
storage of meat, produce,and dairy prod
ucts; it wasthefirst suchin thecity. By 1910,
upon thecompletionof a majoraddition, the
facility provided 3 million cubic feet of stor
age space, the largest such plant in New
Englandoutside Boston.The original power
plants have beensupplanted,but the basic
circulation system remainsintact as do the
original hydraulic elevators. Perhaps the
mostdramaticchangeat Merchants’was the
conversionof cooling units to freezerunits to
meet the growing market for frozen food
after World War II.

530 Monohasset Mill 1866: James Bucklin,
architect, A 4-stbry, brick, flank-gambrel-
roof woolen mill with a square,projecting,
5-story, flat-roof tower at the center of the
facade and a 2-story, brick, hip-roof addi
tion. The MonohassetMill was built in 1866
by Paine & Sackett for the production of
fancycassimeres;throughoutthecompany’s
21-yearhistory, it wasnationally recognized
for the quality of its product. In 1887, the
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Armington & Sims EngineCo. bought the
building and used it for the production of
textile machinery; the company’s products
won several gold medals at international
exhibitions, After Armington & Sims failed
following the Panic of 1893, the Eastern
Machine Co. used the building until 1903.
During the 20th century, the Monohasset
Mill hasbeen occupiedby a variety of manu
facturing companies, including the Cleve
land WorstedMills, herealmost 20 years.

KNIGHT STREET
‘184 LeanderRemington PeckHouse1894: A

2½-storyQueenAnne housewith hip roof,
flaring eaves, and large hexagonalcorner
turret with six gableddormers,The entrance
has ionic pilasters, stained-glasssidelights
and transomlight, and elaborateiron rail
ings. Peck’s family were farmersand dry-
goods merchants;he expandedthe family
firm Asa Peck& Co.andbecamean impor
tant figure in thewool industryand in bank
ing.

‘225 William B. WightmanHouse1868: A 2½-
story, L-plan, mansard-roofdwelling with
anarcadedside entranceporchand bracket
edwindow trim, Wightmanwas a partnerin
Waldron,Wightman & Co., wholesalegro
cersat 7-IS Pine Street,

‘236 JamesB. Winsor House 1866: A 3-bay-
facade,cross-gable-roof,Bracketedcottage
very much in themodeof A.J. Downing: bay
windows flank theprojectingentrancevesti
bule, and an one1 surmountsthe entrance.
Thisdesignis quite closeto that publishedas
lateas 1873 in Downing’s CottageResidences
as - - A CottageVilla in theBracketedMode"; a
nearly identicaldesign appearsin the Provi
dencedirectoryadvertisementsof the l860s,
Winsorwas a partner in Hartwell, Richards
& Co., wholesale dry-goods dealers on
WeybossetStreet,

‘243- William H. Low, Jr.House 1894:Martin &
245 Hail, architects. A 2½-story Queen Anne

housewith slategambrel roof, corner turret,
and pedimented,3-story, projecting cross-
gable bay. The deep front porch has Doric
columns. Low managedthe real estate in
vestmentcompanyestablishedby his father
and was heavily involved in propertiesin
the central business district. Concurrently
with the construction of this house, Low
commissionedthe same architects for the
design of theLow Building at 204 Westmin
ster Streetq.v..

KNOWLES STREET
75 Patrick F. Bagley House1900:A 2½-story,

ColonialRevival, 2-family housewith hand
some floriated ornamenton the frieze and
the window architraves,Bagley owned two
saloons,one on Pine Streetand theotheron
ChalkstoneAvenue.

LANCASTER STREET
166 Joseph A. Auger House 1928: A brick

Tudor Revival cottage with cast-stonetrim
and an attachedgarage.Augerwas treasurer
of the American Land Company.

LARCH STREET
26 JamesM. Turner House1857: A large,2½-

story, gable-roofBracketedhousewith nu
merousadditions,Turnerwas a painter,and
evidentlya successfulone,for he eventually
establishedhis own company.

35 EzekielOwen House 1886: Gould & An
gell, architects, A large, 2½-story, cross-
gable-roofQueenAnne housewith elabo
rateColonial Revival detailing. The dormer
balcony and segmentai-arch-pedimented
stair-landing window, glazed with stained
glass,are notablefeatures,Houseandample
grounds are well maintained; a carriage
houseis locatedat therear of the property.
Owen, a partnerin thejewelry firm Hunt &
Owen, never lived here, and he sold the
propertyin 1894.

56 JP. Barney House1854: A simple, cross-
gable-roof, mid-century cottage with later
additions, including spindlework Queen
Anne porches.One of the oldest housesin
MountHope, thecottagebelongedto Barney,
a carpenter.

57 Jonathan B. Slade House 1888: A 2½-
story, shingled, end-gable-roof, 3-bay-
facade,side-hall-planhousewith an arcaded
andshingledverandawith parapet-wallrail
ings with ramped balustrades,This house
has an unusually faithful interpretation of
the standard late Federal, Providenceen
trance cf. 116 Hope Street - either an
extremely early and archaeologizingColo
nial Revivalexerciseparticularly for what is
an otherwise typical late 1880shouse or,
and most likely, a later addition, Slade
worked for the Broad StreetCo., a mercan
tile agencysimilar to today’scredit andcol
lection agencies.

LA SALLE SQUARE
1 ProvidenceCivic Center 1972: Ellerbee

Associates,architects,A 3-story, polygonal-
plan, reinforced-concrete-and-steel-frame
structurewith a flat roof; a glass-and-steel
entrancepavilion on the facade.Part of the
Weybosset Hill Redevelopment Project
spawnedby thecity’s 1959 Master Plan, the
Civic Center provides the largest indoor
spacein the state for concerts,exhibitions,
and athletic events. Like similar buildings
erected in cities across the country in the
1960sand early 1970s, theCivic Centerwas
an effort to reinvigoratethecity andto keep
it important as a regional center, Admin
istered by an independentCivic Center
Authority, it hasbeen extremely successful
in attractingmajor entertainersand in pro
rnoting exhibitions that draw audiencesfrom
all of southern New England. Its supra
humanmonumentalityis a radicaldeparture
from thescaleof most downtownbuildings,
but this contrastis minimized by its relative
isolation from the denselybuilt part of the
central business district and proximity to
the comparablyscaledinterstatehighway.

LAUREL AVENUE
21 Morris Levin House 1928: An asym

metrical, 1- and 2-story, stuccoedSpanish
Colonialdwelling with picturesquemassing,

pantileroof, largecasementwindowson the
facade,and a balcony on thewestside,One
of the finest of the few SpanishColonial
housesin Providence,it was built for the
ownerof two millinery shopsin Downtown
Providence,

70 JamesE. ThompsonHouse 1930: A 2½-

story, 5-bay-facade,center-hall-planGeor
gian Revival house with an elaborate
broken-scroll-pedimententranceand a deli
cate ChineseChippendaleparapetrailing.
Thompson was a vice president of the
Phenix National Bank when he built this
house,

102 JosephJ. White House1929: A 2½-story,
brick, 3-bay-facade,center-hall-planhouse
with a gabledentranceporch of brick piers
flanked by large multiple-panepaired-sash
windows. This house,an interesting transi
tional designbetweentheTudor Revivaland
theArts andCrafts modes,was built by the
ownerof a jewelry manufacturingcompany.

210 Matthew J. Sherman House 1951: A
1-story, flat-roof, modemhousewith verti
cal-boardsheathingand a large, shed-roof
picturewindow rising abovetheeavesin the
front. Sherman worked for Bond Finance
Co.

270 Milton Sapinsley House 1949: Samuel
Lerner, architect, A I-story, brick, low-hip-
roof ranch housewith large multiple-pane
picturewindows anda garageat one side of
the facade. This is an early example for
Providenceof the long, low, ranch-type
housethat dominateddomesticarchitectural
design in the 1950s and 1960s,

323 ReginaldJ. White House1940: Barker &
Turoff, architects,A 2-story,concrete-block,
flat-roof, InternationalStyle housewith steel
casementwindows and large expansesof
glass block. One of the city’s very few pre
War modernist houses, it incorporatesa
bathroomexhibited at the 1939 New York
World’s Fair and a bathroomdecoratedin
Howard Johnson’s corporate colors, a
schemeselectedby Mrs. White, who was the
former Mrs. Howard Johnson. Mr. White
was the presidentof JJ. White Manufactur
ing Co., makersof jewelry.

LAUREL HILL AVENUE
108 Laurel Hill Avenue Fire Station 1902:

Sanders& Thornton,architects,A 2½-story,
brick, slate-hip-roof fire station with a
projecting curvedbay in front. This station
was vacatedin 1950.

LAURISTON STREET
40 Daniel T. Hardy Houseca. 1860: A plain,

S-bay-facade,center-hall-plancottagewith
narrowwindows in thefacadejust belowthe
eaves,It was probablymovedto this site in
1884 by Hardy, a carpenter.

LENOX AVENUE
36 Charles Schreiber House ca. 1921: An

unusual, asymmetrical, square, hip-roof,
dwelling, with weather-boardedwalls, a
small paired-columnentranceporch and a
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bay window unit on one side, Schreiber LINDEN STREET 925 Lindsay T. Damon House1904: Norman
worked for the National Remnant Co.,
locatedon WeybossetStreet.

- 142- Samuel Sherman House ca. 1923: A
144 typical 1920s 2½-story, 2-family house

with a cross-gable-roof, glassed-in sun
rooms, and plain-trimmed brick-and-
shingle exterior, Shermanwas a real estate

agent.

259- Thomas R. Reynolds House ca. 1891:
261 A large and ornate 2-family house with

Modern Gothic trim and a mansard roof.
First ownedandin part occupiedby thepro
prietors of the Hotel Dorrancedowntown,
the building originally faced Elmwood
Avenue.

LEXINGTON AVENUE
945 William R. Babcock II House ca. 1893:

H.K. Hilton, architect. A 2-story structure
with a rubble-stonefacade,a tuneted,octag
onal corner tower, and shingled sides and
rear. It was built for a partner in Taylor,
Symonds& Co., a dry goodsstore on Wey
bossetStreet.

‘183 Edwin 0. ChaseHouse ca. 1908: A large
andelaborate2½-story,monitor-on-hip-roof
dwelling with symmetricalfacade,Ionic cor
ner pilasters, and a 1-story balustraded
porchacrossthefacade.This unusualhouse
is reminiscent of monitored Greek Revival
prototypes cf. 48 College Street. Chase
was a partnerin Burrows& Kenyon, a lum
ber companyat 741-743WestminsterStreet
q.v.; he later movedto 231 Arlington Ave
nueq.v.. Since1975 thehousehasbeenthe
rectory of theOrthodoxCathedralparishof
theHoly Spirit.

‘220 Harry F. Huestis Houseca. 1907: A large
and typical Colonial Revival dwelling: 2’/2-

storieshigh with an immense,2-storycross-
gambrel roof covering the 2nd story and
attic; the1st story is Roman brick. Huestis,a
real-estatebrokerand speculator,lived here
only three years; the next occupant was
Leopold Dimond, principal owner of L.
Dimond & Sons, Inc., a dry goods store in
Downtown Providence,

LILLIAN AVENUE
An intact, middle-income neighborhood
built during the first decade of the 20th
century. The architecture of the modest
single-family housesis a typical mix of late
QueenAnne,Colonial Revival,andshingled
vernaculartypespopularat thetime in both
standard-plan and individually designed
houses.Lillian Avenuepresentsa pictureof
averageProvidencedwellings built when
thecity was rapidlygrowingandprosperous.
city.

44 Isaac H. Sisson House 1896: A large,
2½-story,clapboard-and-shinglehousewith
a handsomeporch and a prominentcorner
tower, The first housebuilt on the street. it
contrasts with the smaller cottages built
aroundit after 1900. Sissonwas thesuperin
tendent of the AnchorPearl Companyat 92
Westfield Street,

9 Emilie Schmid House 1889: A 2½-story,
mansard-roof,2-family dwelling notablefor
its elaborateporch and shingling over the
windows, The Schmids, who lived next
door,ownedtheJ.M. Schmid& SonsCutlery
Manufacturing Co. on WestminsterStreet,
This housewas a rental property first occu
piedin 1890 by HenryC. Hay, pastorof the
New JerusalemSwedenbórgianCongrega
tion.

‘24 William H. Crins House1882: El. Nick
erson, architect. A 2½-story, stick style"
houseon a well landscapedsite, notablefor
its elaboratedetailing and excellentstateof
preservation.Crins had been a successful
paint merchanton North Main Street and
hadlived at variousaddresseson PineStreet
the last being477 Pine for severaldecades
before becoming president of Gorham
ManufacturingCompany in 1879. He con
tinued as Gorham’s chief executive until
1894.

LINWOOD AVENUE
137 JamesRhodesTenantFarmer’sHouseca.

1814-26:A 2½-story.Federal,4-bay-facade,
1-room-deep,flank-gable-roof dwelling. It
retains its original cornices and pilaster-
framed front entrancewith a console-sup
ported flat lintel. This is one of only two
pre-suburbanbuildings in the neighbor
hood. Rhodes,a Providencemerchant,built
the houseas a tenant-farmhouse,His heirs
sold theproperty in 1826, but the land was
farmed until 1860, when Robert Stevens
platted Linwood Avenue through it. The
house,which stood in the path of the new
street, was then moved to its present
location.

162 Octave Bouchard House 1894: One of
West Elmwood’s finestsingle-family Queen
Anne houses, this 2½-story, cross-gable-
roof dwelling has a wrap-aroundturned-
post porch and elaborateornamentationin
the gable ends, Bouchard, one of the first
French Canadiansto live in West Elmwood.
was a carpenter.

205 Andrew S. Southwick House ca. 1883:
Among West Elmwood’s most imposing
single-family houses,this 2-story, hip-roof,
L-plan structurehasbracketedtrim, a modi
fied Palladianwindow on the2nd story, and
an entranceporch in the nook of the "L."
With Joseph Harris, Southwick owned
Harris & Southwick, a jewelry manufactur
ing company locatedat 47 SpragueStreet,

LLOYD AVENUE
‘48 Edward Sutton House1853, 1889: A 2½-

story housewith a mansardroof, round-arch
dormer windows, modillion cornice,and a
3-bay facade with a projecting center
pavilion. Detail includesa bracketedhood
above the central 2nd-storywindow and a
balustratedDoric entranceporch.A carriage
house is at rear, A lumber dealer, Sutton
built this housein the Italianatestyle; it was
remodeledin 1889 by CharlesP. Richards.a
bookkeeper.This houseservedas housing
for Brown University studentsfrom 1946 to
1965.

M. Isham, architect. A 2½-story, shingle,
gable-roof dwelling with small, grouped
windows and a slightly overhanging2nd
story. This Colonial Revival houseis one of
the few in Providencederived from the
simpler, rustic forms of the 17th century.
Isham was the author of the first study of
Rhode Island’s early architecture and
devotedhis life to its studyandpreservation.
Damon1871-1940was a professorof Eng
lish at Brown University q.v..

‘127 Henry L. Fowier House 1904: Martin &
Hall, architects,A 2½-story, shingle, cross-
gable-roofhousewith a projecting wing at
the northeast corner. Like the adjacent
Damon House, this dwelling is based on
17th-centuryprototypes.Fowlerwasprofes
sor of religion at Brown University q.v..

930 Julius H. Preston House 1906: A brick
Colonial Revival dwelling 2’/2 stories high
with a gambrel roof, pedimented dormers,
modillion-and-dentil cornice, and Donic
entrance porch. Preston owned a produce
company on DyerStreet,

*150 J.W. Tiliinghast House after 1903: A
2½-story, brick Colonial Revival dwelling
with a hip roof, pedimenteddormers,stone
quoins and pilasters, modillion-and-dentil
cornice, and 3-bay facade with central,
semicircular Ionic entranceporch below a
Paliadianwindow, Tiliinghast was manager
of Rhode Island News at 23 Pine Street,

‘250 Moses Brown School 1819 et seq.: A
10-building complex situatedon a 30-acre
tract. The original building, completed in
1819 to thedesignsof John Holden Greene
and alteredand enlargedin lateryears,hasa
3½-story,end-gable,centralpavilion with a
Doric porch flanked by 2½-storymansard-
roof wings. Later additions to this brick
structureextendedthe building to the east
and west, andlater additionsat eachendof
thebuilding give thewhole a U-plan. Other
buildings, north of the original structure,
include a studio 1892, HawesGymnasium
1902-1908,and a field house1966. The
school originally opened in Portsmouthin
1784 but closed4 yearslater, MosesBrown
- a Quaker and one of the four Brown
brothers - had been instrumental in the
founding of the Portsmouthschooland led
an effort beginning in the l790s to establish
a boardingschoolfor Friendsmodeledafter
London’s Ackworth School, establishedin
1779. The Quakers,however,wereunableto
raise sufficient money to establish such a
school, In 1814, Brown offered the New
EnglandYearly Meetingof Friendsa portion
of his farm for the campus. The Friends
eagerly acceptedthis offer and mounted a
new campaignfor thesubscriptionof funds,
Classes began at this location ‘in 1819 for
boysand girls, andtheschoolcontinuedasa
coeducational institution into the 20th
century, until the Friends acquiredLincoln
School at 30 EastOrchardAvenueq.v. in,
1926 for use as a girls’ school, in the late
1970s, Moses Brown returned to coedu
cational instruction.Known until 1904 asthe
Friends’ Yearly Meeting School, it was re
namedto honorits principal founder,Asone
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of the oldest schools in the state, Moses
Brown is important for its role in the de
velopmentof educationin Rhodeisland,

380 Lafayette Apartments 1913: Frank W,
Woods, architect. A 3½,story L-plan,
stucco, Spanish-tile hip-roof apartment
building with picturewindows- somewith
festoonornamentsandiron balconies- and
largepaired bracketson the wide soffits, It
was built by William E. Norton. Woodswas
responsible for the design of many of the
early apartmentbuildings erectedin Provi
dence see 228 Butler Avenue, 98 Irving
Avenue,123 WatermanStreet.

400- Clement D. Gorman Houses ca. 1914:
402, Two 2½-story, stucco, dormered-hip-roof
404- double houses with front porches borne
408 on sturdy square piers. Identical in plan,

these have different exterior treatment:
400-402 is Tudor Revival, with diamond-
panewindows,exposedrafterends,andhalf
timbering; 404-408is in the Englishmodern
bungalow mode, These illustrate the in
creasinghomogenizationof middle-income
domesticarchitecturein the 20th century.In
a sensetheypresagethetract housesof mid-
20th-centurysuburbia:identical inside and
decked out with connotative historicizing
detail outside, Gorman, a tire dealer, built
theseas an investment,

444- Central Baptist ,Church 1916: Jackson,
450 Robertson& Adar4, architects,A random

ashlar, English Gothic parish-typechurch,
asymmetricallymassedand setgableend to
thestreetwith large traceriedwindow in the
facadeand a low bell tower, This building
replacedan 1856 structureThomas Tefft,
architect destroyed at the time Empire
Streetwas widened;by thebeginningof the
20th century,mostof thecongregationlived
on the EastSide, thusthechoiceof location,

495 Fred C- SomesHouse ca, 1912: A large,
2½-story, fiank-jerkinhead-gable-roof,
stucco, center-hall-planhousewith exposed
rafter ends,The entranceis shelteredby a
curved-roofporch with stop-flute columns.
Somes,a jewelry manufacturer,owned an
automobile and built a jerkinhead-gable
roof garageattachedto his house,

LOCKWOOD STREET
236 JosiahTappanHouse1866: A 3-story,flat-

roof Italianate dwelling with wide, brack
eted cornice and elaborate door hood,
Nathan B, Fenner,a speculativebuilderand
roofing contractor,built this house as an
investment for Tappan. a Boston resident,
for $5,000.

240 Nathan B. Fenner House ca. 1885: A
2½-story, slatemansard-roofhousewith a
spindlework porch; the unusualroof turret
has an interestingweather vane. In 1893,
Fenner, who built severalhouseson Lock
wood Street, left this one to his daughter
Adeline Read.

LORIMER AVENUE
39 House a. 1780: A small flank-gambrel-

roof, 3-bay-facade,center-hall-plancottage
with a simple porch across the front and

shed dormers, Despite early 20th-century
porch, sash,and door, this appearsto be an
18th-centurybuilding - perhapsnot origi
nally a dwelling - moved to this site by
HenryBeckwith in 1882. The earliestknown
residentsof this houseareJamesRowley, an
expressman,andhis wife, Bridget; they first
lived here in 1885.

139 JosephCharpentier House ca. 1935: A
1½-story,steep-gable-roofhousewith large
shed dormers, shallow bay window in the
front, and projecting vestibule with an
elaboratebrokenpedimentdoorwith leaded
sidelights,This houseis typical of thesmall
neo-Colonialdwellings built in this neigh
borhood in the 1920s and 1930s, Char
pentier, a lumberdealer, who lived nearby,
built this houseas an investment,The first
residentwas Albert Shore,vice presidentof
a chain of fruit stores,

195 Mortyn K. Zietz House 1972: Samuel M.
Cate, architect. A large, 1- and 2-story,
vertical-board-sheath, shed-roof, L-plan
housewith a large oriel over the attached
garageand prominentclerestoriesat theroof
peaks.Zietz, a lawyer, wasa partnerin Zietz,
Sonkin & Radin when he built this house
see 200 Lorimer,

200 Lawrence Gales House 1972-73: William
L. Kite, architect, A plain, 2-story, flat-roof,
vertical-board-sheath, rectangular house
with bandedwindows, a recessedentry,and
a distinctive, detached,flat-roofed carport
with a gabledcierestory.Galeswas counsel
at Zietz, Sonkin & Radin see 195 Lorimer,

LORING AVENUE
40 Bernard R. ZemanHouse ca. 1942: Sited

on a steephillside overlookingthe Seekonk
River, this is a rambling, 1½-story,stucco-
and-brick house in the Norman manner,
with arcadedporch,conical-rooftower, and
leadeddiamond-panewindows,Zemanwas
a manufacturer,

83 Charles A. Russell House 1925: A large,
symmetrical,2-story, brick, hip-roof, 5-bay-
facade, center-hall-planGeorgian Revival
house with splayed stone lintels and an
elliptical Tuscan portico. There is an oriel
above the portico; the entrancehas side
lights and a fanlight. Russell was the man
agerand treasurerof theemblemmanufac
turing firm Irons & Russell, 95 Chestnut
Streetq.v..

LOWELL AVENUE
226 G.B. Wood Houseca. 1865:A 2-story,low-

hip-roof, 5-bay-facade,center-hall-planItal
ianate housewith a bracketedcornice and
wide, bracketed door hood supported on
consoles, The shingle cladding and small
2-story wing on the south are 20th-century
additions,

LYDIA STREET
55, Andrew Dickhaut Cottages1891: Seven
59, identical workers’ cottages, one-and-a-half
61, stories high with gable roofs set end to the
65, streetand3-bayfacades.They form a group
67, almost identical to those Dickhaut erected

69, on Bath Street in 1883 q.vj; only the
73 mirror reversalof theplan distinguishesone

group from theother,

99 RobertPettisHouse1893:Two-and-a-half
storieshigh with a 2-bay facadeand a gable
roof setend to thestreet,this 2-family house
is typical of the manyerectedby Pettisand
otherdevelopersin theSmith Hill area,This
well preserved example retains its nicely
detailedrectangularbay window and heavy
hood with pendantsover the front door,

MADISON STREET
41 John Barbour Houseca. 1850: Oneof the

most intactof a largeclassof smallersingle-
family housesbuilt during the mid-l9th
century: a cross-gable-roofcottage with a
dentil cornice, it combinesvernacularGreek
Revival trim with Italianate-inspiredhooded
entrancesand bay windows. By 1869, Ra
chel Barbour, widow of theoriginal owner;
John D, Barbour, an ice-cart driver; and
Robert F. Barbour, a house painter, lived
here,

MANCHESTER PLACE
21 Albert H. ManchesterHouseca. 1845: A

2½-story, 3-bay-facade, side-hall-plan
GreekRevival dwelling setgableend to the
streetwith a recessedentranceandstandard
trim, Manchester owned this house by
the IBSOs and may well have built this as
an investment. Manchester was a brass
founder,

MANNING STREET
‘21 Henry PearceCarriage House 1898: An

gell & Swift, architects,A 1½-story, Richard
sonian Romanesquecarriagehousebuilt of
rock-faced granite ashiar with brownstone
trim, similar to themain houseat 182George
Streetq.v.. It haslong been usedby Brown
University as a laboratory.

‘29 PeterGeddesHouse 1938: PeterGeddes,
architect, A small, 2-story, brick dwelling in
the simple, streamlinedModernestyle with
metal casementwindows and a flat roof,
This is a handsomeand typical exampleof
Geddes’swork of the late 1930s, similar to
47 Manningqv.

‘47 SturgesHouse 1940: PeterGeddes,archi
tect, A simple, 2-story, brick building, in the
streamlined Moderne style, with metal
casementwindows and a flat roof, The
housestands on the site of the Howard 0,
Sturges House1845-1920; the housewas
demolishedand theland divided amonghis
heirs who built modern houseson them in
the 1930s, RushSturgesmovedherein 1949
after transferring his house at 55 Power
Streetqv. to Brown University.

‘59 Frank D. Lisle House 1924: A 2/2-story,
brick Georgian Revival house with a hip
roof, stone trim, and recessed entrance
under a bracket-supportedbalcony. Lisle
was a partnerin thebrokeragefirm Brown,
Lisle & Marshall,

‘60 E. Bruce Merriman House 1912: Parker,
Thomas& Rice, architects.A 2½ -story, stuc
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co, Mediterraneanstyle housewith a low, 1893, 1899: Clifton A. Hall, architect1863. WIlliam R Walker, architect. A 2-story,hip-
tile, hip roof and a centralentrance,Merri
man 1872-1936 was a member of the
prominenttextile-manufacturingfamily see
387 Charles Street; Merriman worked in
family businesses,servedas treasurerof the
Merriman Solidified Oil Company, and -

after 1918- dealt in securitiesfor CA. Kil
vert, He grew up nearbyat 26 CookeStreet
q.v., andseveralof his brotherslived near
by see37 Cooke and 158 Governor; Mrs.
Merriman also grew up close by, in her
father’s houseat 182 George Streetq.v..

‘63 JeanetteB. Huntoon House1925: Jackson,
Robertson & Adams, architects. This fine
and handsomeFederalRevival dwelling is
strongly inspired by Providenceprototypes:
a 2½-story, brick dwelling, the main block
squarein planand crownedwith a monitor-
on-hip roof with balustradeson theroof and
monitor. Both the Cooke and Manning
Street elevationsare 5 bays wide, with an
entranceoriginally at the centerof each.A
servicewing is on the west side,Mrs. Hun
toon was thewidow of Harrison B. Huntoon
1869-1922, founder of ProvidenceBraid
Co. and Woodlawn Finishing Co.; Mrs.
Huntoon lived hereuntil 1940.

67 The Reverend Robert B. Parker House
1903: A 2½-story, yellow Roman brick and
stucco dwelling with hip roof, large win
dows,and entrancewithin a hip-roof porch
with brick piers. The ReverendParkerwas
rector of St. JamesEpiscopal Churchat 402
Broadwayq.v..

‘69 Richard S. Howland House1894: A 2½-
story, hip-roof, ColonialRevival housewith
the main entranceon the west elevation

- within a 1-story porch with grouped col
umns, Thereareextensionson the eastand
south sides of the house.Howland was the
treasurerof the Providence Daily Journal.
Sincethe 1960s, the building hasservedas
Brown University’s FrenchHouse.

‘71 Francis J. Phillips House 1886: Gould &
Angell, architects. A 2½-story, clapboard-
and-shingleQueenAnne housewith gable
roof and entrancein a large,gable-roofcor
ner porch. Phillips ran an apothecaryon
CharlesStreet,

72 ElizabethG. Wood House1930: Howe &
Church, architects. A 2½-story, brick Fed
eral Revivaldwelling in the mannerof John
Holden Greene with stonetrim and balus
tradedhip roof, The center entranceon the
5-bay facadeis setwithin an elliptical-plan
porch. Mrs. Wood, a widow, moved here
from 151 ThayerStreetq.v.; she wasSam
uel Church’s daughter,andChurchwaspar
ticularly proud of this design.

73 Nicholas B. Young House 1887: A 2½-
story, QueenAnne dwelling clad in clap
board, shingle anddiaper work with a high
cross-gableroof and large,elaborate,gable-
roof entranceporch. Youngwas a partnerin
George F. Young & Bros. wholesale-retail
cigarcompany.

MANTON AVENUE
t120 Atlantic Delaine Mills 1863, 1871, 1882,

A complexof 3-and 4-story,brick, pier-and-
spandrel, flat-roof industrial buildings. The
centerpieceof the complex is a long 3-story
worsted mill with twin domedtowers, the
east section built in 1863 and the west sec
tion addedin 1882. Otherstructuresinclude
a gasometer1863, now missingits dome; a
dyeing and finishing mill 1871; a worsted
mill 1893; and an office 1899. The At
lantic Delaine Company was founded in
1851 for themanufactureof delaine, a wool
muslin, one of the earliest mass-produced
worsteds,The companyoccupieda building
east of this complex ThomasTefft, archi
tect; only the 1st floor of that building sur
vives, incorporatedinto a supermarket.The
company expandedin the 1860s and by
1865 was best known for its fine alpacas.
The firm went bankruptin thePanicof 1873,
and the complexwas sold in 1879. The new
owners incorporated as the Atlantic Mills
and produced worsteds and cotton-warp
fabric. In 1903, the companybegan to pro
duce khaki, recently introducedfor military
uniforms. The AD. Julliard Co. bought the
complexin 1904 andoperatedthemills until
after World War II when, like many New
Englandtextile operations,it was unableto
compete against modern facilities. Since
1953, thecomplexhashousedseveralsmall
industriesand businesses.

223- Manlon Avenue Bath House1914: A 1-
225 story, tapestrybrick, slate-gable-roofbuild

ing with bracketed eaves, The interior is
divided into two parts with shower and
dressingrooms for men and women sepa
ratedby an interior utility corerunning from
the basementboiler room to the roof. This
building is well-preserved,marredonly by a
concrete-block,mansard-rooffalse front. It
is theonly survivorof a chainof bathhouses
operatedin working-classneighborhoodsin
theearly 20th century.

‘610 Dyerville Mill 1835etseq.:A superb,well-
preservedexampleof early industrial archi
tecture, the 3-story, gable-roof, stuccoed
rubbiestoneGreek Revival mill hasan end
tower surmountedby a small, arcadedbel
fry. The complexwas built by Elisha Dyeras
a cotton mill and by 1849 produced800,000
yards of cloth a year.His son Elisha Dyer,Jr.
governorof Rhode island, 1857-59 ran the
mill in the late 1850s and 1860s until Tru
man Beckwithsee42 CollegeStreetbought
the complex in 1867. In 1903, the mill pro
ducedlacesandbraid for thejoslin Mfg. Co.,
which also operatedthe Memo Mill at 61
PonagansettAvenue q.v. just across the
WoonasquatucketRiver. Joslin sold thecom
plex in 1931 to a wholesale grocery firm
which remainedhere until the late 1970s,
The mill office is a simple Greek Revival
building, remodeledin the early 20th cen
tury.

652- Dyerville Mill Tenementsca. 1863: Two
670 2½-story, 6-bay-facade, multiple-family

dwellingswith centraldoubleentrancesand
doubleporchesat eachend of thebuildings.
Thesewere built for workersat the nearby
Dyerville Mill.

917 Manton Avenue GrammarSchool 1888:

roof, 6-room brick schoolhousewith classi
cal detailing including quoining, modillion
cornice, and elaborately detailed arcaded
porticoes. The schoolreplaceda wooden, 2-
room building that had occupied the site
since before 1855.

MAPLE STREET

‘38 William B. RemingtonHouse 1859: A 3-
story, flat-roof Italianate housewith wide,
bracketedeaves;window caps;and a brack
eted hood over the side-hall entrance.It is
one of the housesRemington, a partnerin
Bentley and Remington Merchant Tailors,
built in this area after acquiring land from
the Benificent Congregational Church,
which hadownedthelot aspart of theWest
Burial Ground.

‘47 Henry Childs House1869: A 3-story, flat-
roof italianate housewith wide, bracketed
eavesand a door with sidelights and tran
som light. This houseis typical of the once
numerouspalazzo-likehousesin the neigh
borhood; it belongedto Childs, a carpenter,
who probablyhad a hand in building it as an
investment.He lived on theEastSide, first at
68 PitmanStreetq.v. andlater at 21 Planet
Street,

60 William H. DyerHouseca.1855:A square,
3-story italianatehousewith wide, project
ing eaves.This housewas built as a rental
propertyby a housewrightwho constructed
severalof the finer housesin this neighbor
hood in the 1850ssee 378, 389, and 391
Pine Street.

MARKET SQUARE
Market House 1773, 1797, 1865, 1930s,
1950:JosephBrown, architect, A simple, 3-
story, brick building, theMarket Housewas
built as a 2-story structurewith an open,
arcaded 1st story for venders’ stalls and
spaceon the 2nd story for town officials, In
1797, the newly formed St. John’sLodge of
Masonsremovedtheroof andaddedthe3rd
story to housethe 1st Masonic hail in the
state, At the end of the 18th century, the
Market House was at the center of Provi
dence’s marketplace,surroundedby busi
nessesand shops. While this area remained
the centralmarket for Providenceuntil the
late 1920s,the Market Housefunctionedin
creasinglylessassuchandmoreasthehead
quartersfor town and city government.The
building was extensively altered for use as
the city hail in 1865 and was known as the
City Building for the following years,until
the completion of City Hall at 25 Dorrance
Streetq.v. in 1878. The ProvidenceBoard
of Trade - later the Chamberof Commerce
- occupiedthebuilding from thelate 1870s
until the 1920s, Restorationof thebuilding
beganin the 1930sas a Works ProgressAd
ministration project, but this aborted at
tempt left thebuilding abandoneduntil after
World War ii. John Hutchins Cady com
pleted the rehabilitation of the building
after the city deededit to the Rhode Island
Schoolof Design in 1950. The building has
long beenusedas the school’sgraphicsde
partment.
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MARLBOROUGH AVENUE doubt thechurchoriginally servedthelarge brownstonechurchwith a cornertower and

32- JamesA. Foster House ca. 1906: A 1½-
34 story duplex with multiple gambrel roofs

and an elaboratefestoonfrieze on theporch
entablature.Foster, ownerof JamesA, Foster
and Company, jewelers,at Weybossetand
DorranceStreets,built the houseas a rental
property.

145’hI Marden and lCettiety CarriageHouse ca.
1895:A large,brick-and-slatecarriagehouse
with an elaboratedormeredroof crowned
with a cupola ventilator. This fine building
was thecarriagehousefor theF.W. Marden
and CL. Kettlety Houses see 677 Broad
Street and 1 PrincetonAvenue. Although
originally accessiblefrom Broad Street, it
now stands isolated in the middle of the
block off MarlboroughAvenue.

MARSHALL STREET
72 Ruby Fountain House ca. 1848: A 2½-

story, GreekRevival housewith a 5-bayfa
cadeframed by cornerpilasters.Centeredon
the facadeis a paired-columnDoric porch.
Mrs. Fountain was a widow who usedthis
building as a boardinghouse,

MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE
110 CharlesN. Adams House1899: A large,

2½-story, monitor-and-hip-roof Colonial
Revival housewith a deep, elliptical front
porch.This boxy housewith wide soffits and
exposedrafter ends, curved oriel and bay
windows,and peculiarroof configuration-

partly theresultof a later addition-is nota
ble for its asymmetricalfacadeof irregularly
arrangedwindows of varying size, Adams
was a salesman.

250 Louisa Nickerson House 1893: A large,
2½-story, cross-gable-roof,shingle house
with multiple gables,an overhangingsec
ond story, and a later front porch. It is con
temporarywith andsimilar to 250 Washing
ton Avenue q.v.. Mrs. Nickerson, the
widow of a captain, moved here from the
housesheand her husbandhad occupiedat
26 JenkinsStreet,

257 GeorgeF. JordanHouse1923: A large,1½-
story, shingle, flank-gable-roofhousewith a
deepporchacrossthefrontsurmountedby a
largegabled dormer, Jordan was secretary
and treasurerof the D.W, Miner Co., pur
veyorsof meat.

MATHEWSON STREET
‘128- Mathewson Street Methodist Church

130 1895, 1951:Cutting, Carletonand Cutting,
architects; Arland A. Dirlam, architect for
1951 alterations.A 4-story, stone-sheathed,
steel-framestructurewith 4-bay facadewith
lancet windows and off-centerentranceon
the 1st story; stringcourseabove first story
and colossalCorinthianpilasterson theup
per stories separating2-story round-arch
windows; short segmental-archwindows in
attic story; and handsomeneo-Gothicinte
riors. Mathewson StreetMethodist Church
was organizedin 1848 and erected its first
building on this site in 1851. That structure
was replacedby the presentonein 1895. No

residentialneighborhoodwest of Dorrance
Street;unlike manyother churchesonce in
the vicinity, Mathewson Street Methodist
Churchhasbeen able to survive the migra
tion of its congregationto neighborhoods
beyond its immediatearea, It is one of the
few churchesin Providencethat does not
rely upon traditional ecclesiasticalbuilding
typesfor its form, By thetime this structure
was erected,MathewsonStreetwas rapidly
developing as a commercialarea, and sur
roundingland usemilitated againsta tradi
tional churchform; consequentlythechurch
is well integratedinto its commercialearly
20th-centurysetting.

931- JosephP. Cory Building 1896: A 3-story,
135 stone-and-brick-sheathedbuildingwithmid

20th-century plate-glass-and-stuccostore
front,3-bayarticulationof upperstorieswith
recessedround-headarchesflanking a cen
tral projecting metal-cladbay window dec
orated with engaged colonnettes,and a
corbel decorativeparapet. Handsomeand
well detailed,this building was typical of the
early 20th-century commercial structures
along Mathewson Street, Cory, a jewelry
manufacturer,built this, probably as an in
vestmentproperty.

‘139 Lederer Building 1897: M.J. Houlihan,
builder. A 7-story, brick-sheathedbuilding
with an elaborate2-story entrancenow cov
eredon the 1st story by a mid-2Oth-century
storefront; an elaborate frieze girds the
building abovethe 2nd story; a central pro
jecting bay window with rounded corners
dominatesthe 3-bayresolutionof theupper
stories; a frieze archesabove the 6th story;
elaboratelyframedtripartitewindowsareon
the 7th story; and a heavy, boxed, copper
modillion cornice supported on console
bracketscaps thebuilding. Sinceits comple
tion, the Lederer Building has housedthe
offices of a numberof small businesses,pri
marily tailors, dressmakers,milliners, and
hairdressers,it is a well designedcommer
dal structurewith fine detail. Taller thanthe
buildings flankingit on MathewsonStreet,it
sharesarticulation similar in kind and scale
with thosebuildings, and its height is well
integrated with taller buildings on West
minster Street,suchastheLaphamBuilding
and thespire at Grace Church,

958- Lapham Building 1904: Hoppin & Ely,
172 architects,A 9-story, L-plan, brick-sheathed

building with a 2-story entranceframed by
decorativepilasterson both Mathewsonand
Westminster Streets; a decorative frieze
abovethe 2nd story sharedwith theTilden
ThurberBuilding which occupiestheinside
cornerof the"L"; terracotta pier-and-span
drel systemon the 3rd through9th stories;
an elaboratefrieze above the 8th story; and
an ornatebracketedcornice. This elaborate
office building, built by the heirs of Benja
min N. Lapham, is part of a cluster of high-
style commercialstructuresnear the inter
section of Westminster and Mathewson
Streets.

‘175 Grace Episcopal Church 1845-46, 1916:
RichardUpjohn, architect,A Gothic Revival

gableroof setendto WestminsterStreet.The
center entrance on Westminster Street is
flankedby lancetwindowswith hoodmolds,
Lancetwindows appearon thecorner tower
and on the sides, betweenthe buttressing.
Handsome Gothic Revival interiors with
sympatheticalterationsinclude severalTif
fany stained-glasswindows, The Gothic
Revivalparishhouse1916;Cram,Goodhue
& Ferguson,architectsis at the rear. De
signed by the pre-eminent ecclesiastical
architect in America at the time, Grace
Churchwasbuilt primarily to servethewell-
to-do neighborhood then thriving in the
area. Thoughtheareabeganto changedur
ing the westwardexpansionof commercial
activity following the Civil War, the church
has remainedan active parish, the tradi
tional low Episcopal church for East Side
residents, The first asymmetrical Gothic
Revivalchurchin America, Grace Churchis
a majordowntownlandmark.

MAUDE STREET
50 Providence Lying-in Hospital, now

Women and Infants Hospital 1926:
Stevens& Lee,architects,A 4½-story,brick-
and-limestone, gable-roof, Tudor Revival
building with a 6-story, square,projecting
central tower with ogee-cappedturrets on
the cornersand weathervanesin the shape
of storks, This maternity hospital was
foundedin 1885 in theformerGeneralJames
Houseat 12 SlocumStreet,Beforemoving to
this location, the hospital also occupied
quarters on State Street. This facility was
enlarged in 1956 Howe, Prout & Ekman,
architects.The changein name during the
mid-1970s reflected a broadeningof the
hospital’s scope.The hospitalplansto move
to a site nearRhode IslandHospital q.v. at
593 Eddy Street.

MAWNEY STREET
‘28 CharlesB, Goff Houseca. 1871: A square,

2½-story,mansard-roofhouse,The window
to the right of the front entrancehasbeen
enlarged by the addition of QueenAnne,
stained-glasssidelightunits,Goff, with next-
door neighbor William A. Mowry, in 1864
founded the English and ClassicalSchool,
an institution combining businessor college
preparatorycourseswith daily military drill.
The school merged with the University
GrammarSchool in 1898 to form the Uni
versity School, absorbedby Moses Brown
School in 1904.

31 Daniel Burrows Houseca. 1880:A narrow
and deep, 2½-story, cross-gable-and-hip-
roof structurewith iron roof cresting,simple
Modern Gothic gable ornaments, and a
turned-post entrance porch capped by a
semi-octagonal, 2nd-story, bay window.
Burrows was Rhode Island’s first public
accountant.

‘34 William A. Mowry House ca- 1870: A
square, 2½-story, mansard-roof house
featuring an impressive central-pavilion
facadewith a twisted-columncentralporch,
tripartite round-archwindowsin thesecond
floor, and a central ogee gable. Mowry. a
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co-founder of the English and Classical bracketedcorniceson theends of the wings theProvidencePreservationSociety and the
School, movedto Elmwood in 1860 andfirst
residedin the octagonalhouseat 669 Public
Street, In 1864, he bought theadjacenteast
lot, usingit for a vegetablegarden.On the
site of 34 Mawney, Mowry originally had a
strawberrypatch.

‘37 John R. Cory Houseca. 1876: A largeand
opulent, 2½-story, asymmetrical Second
Empire residencewith handsomeporches,
high mansard root, and rich, French-
inspired detail, The design incorporatesan
interesting play between symmetry and
asymmetry. Cory, along with a brother,
Zephaniah,operated Cory Brothers Music
Store on Westminister Street. George W.
Ladd, founder of the Ladd Watch Case
Company,purchasedthehousein 1882, and
residedhereuntil 1889. William H. Rodman
1840-1904,a dry-goodsmerchant,was the
next occupant.In 1942, the housewas di
vided into apartments.

‘45 JosephC. JohnsonHouse ca, 1578: john
son, secretaryand treasurerof the Union
Bank, erected this 2½-story, square,man
sard-roof structure with its unusual oc
tagonal,gazebo-likeporchat the right-hand
corner,

70- Job Angell House ca. 1881: A handsome,
72 two-story, mansard-roof structure with

Modern Gothic dormers and a 2-bay front
porch. now marred by fire escapesand
asphaltsiding.

73 William V. Daboll House ca. 1880: A
plain. 2½-story,L-plan structurewith a front
veranda, Daboil 1810-1890, a native of
Groton, Connecticut,came to Elmwood tn
1838. He served as the agentand superin
tendentof thenearbyElmwood CottonMills
from 1866 until thespring of 1879, when he
founded the Union Carpet SweeperCom
pany. After Daboll’s death in 1890, this
dwelling becamethe home of cotton broker
Francis W. Reynolds.

McCLELLAN STREET
16 Stephen Williams House ca. 177W: A

1½-story, gambrel-roof farmhouse with a
lean-to addition at the rear. The househas
been altered by the addition of modern
windows and a porch. StephenWilliams,
who ownedthis housein 1871, is theearliest
known occupant.Williams was a farmer,

MED WAY STREET
1 William P. Vaughn Carriage House ca,

1875: A 1½-story,dormered-hip-roofcarri
age housewith modillion cornice and oriel
over the former carriagedoors and a low
ventilatorcupola on the roof. This italianate
carriagehousehasnow been convertedinto
a residence,

11 William P. Powers Apartment Building
ca. 1905: An unusual,W-shape,2½-story,
mansard-roof apartmentbuilding with a
flat-roof entrancelobby with a monumental
doorway filling the first floor of the narrow
courtyard between the wings and 3-story
false frontswith paneledcornerpiiastersand

facing MedwayStreet.This strangebuilding
illustratesthe early experimentswith multi
family housing that occurred before the
basic 3-story apartment house type de
veloped.It makesan interestingcomparison
with 151-157, 71-77 and 18-20 Medway -

otherearly apartmentbuildings representing
various stagesin the evolution of the apart
ment house.

18- Laura C. Powers Apartment Building
20 1908: An L-plan, 3-story, yellow-and-red-

brick, flat-roof, GeorgianRevivalapartment
housewith yellow brick detailing including
splayedlintels with keystones.It is similar to
101-103 Medway, except for the broad
bands of yellow brick which striate the
ground floor.

71- Apartment Building ca. 1909: A U-plan,

77 3½-story, brick, mansard-roofapartment
housenotable for its bold polychromebrick
frieze beneaththe cornice and the poly
chrome lozenge designs above the main
entrance. The dwarf, dormered mansard
roof is anunusualfeature,This structurewas
built by theApartmentHouse Corporation.

153- Emma Rising Apartment Building
157 ca. 1906: A large, rambling, 3-story, flat-

roof Colonial Revival apartmenthousewith
a bracketed cornice. window caps, Ionic-
column porches,and festoon frieze above
the 1st story. It is one of thecity’s first apart
ment buildings.

MEETING STREET
Oneof the town’s first roads,this lane con
nected Main Street with Hope Street, in
1731, it became known as County F-louse
Way for the County House, which then
stood on the site of the Brick Schoolhouse
number 24, q.v.. Following the construc
tion of a countyjail nearthenortheastcorner
of Meeting and Benefit Streetsin 1733, the
street became known as Gaol Lane. The
presentnamewas adoptedby the town in
1772, based on the presenceof the Quaker
Meeting House at the northeastcorner of
Meeting and North Main Streets.Unique to
Meeting Street are the 18th-century steps,
up thesteephill to thewestsideof Congdon
Street,

21 John Carter House, known as Shake
speare’s Head 1772: A square, 3-story
dwelling with a low-hip roof, centerchim
ney, modillion cornice, and 5-bay facade
with pedimented Doric center entrance.
Providence’s first newspaper was estab
lished in 1762: William Goddardpublished
the ProvidenceGazetteand Cooutry Gentle
man on North Main Streetin a shopmarked
by the sign of Shakespeare’sI-lead atop a
high pole. John Carter joined Goddard’s
shop in 1767, and by 1768 was sole pro
prietor. When he and his wife built this
houseon land sheowned, they movedtheir
businessand homeinto this amplebuilding.
The Carter family owned the houseuntil
1906, From 1937 until the mid-1980s the
Shakespeare’sHeadAssociationownedand
maintainedthis important property:in 1985,
the associationtransferred the building to

Junior Leagueof Providence.

‘24 The Brick Schoolhouse1767: A 2½-story,
brick structurewith a hip roof and 5-bay
facade, The gable-roof center bay of the
front projects from the wail as an entrance
and stair tower, The town maintained a
schoolon the 1st floor following the build
ing’s completion,and RhodeIsland College
now Brown University, q.v. used the 2nd
story, both for classroomswhile theCollege
Edifice now University Hall was being
built andfor theLatin School, It servedasan
arsenalduring theRevolution, In 1800, one
of the first free public schools in the United
States was instituted here, It served as a
school for blacks at mid-century and as a
cooking school after 1865. In 1908, the
upper story was converted into a fresh-air
schoolfor tubercularchildren, thefirst in the
country. In the 1950s, this was the homeof
Meeting Street School, an institution for
mentally andemotionally handicappedchil
dren. Still city-owned, it hasbeen the head
quarters of the Providence Preservation
Societysince 1960.

‘58 "Music Mansion," the Mary Kimball Hail
House1928: Albert Flarkness,architect, A
2½-story, brick Georgian Revival house
with a hip roof seton a high terraceat the
steepintersectionof Meeting and Congdon
Streets; the entrance is within a private
courtyard on the east side of the house,
reachedthrough large archways on both
streets,Mrs. Hail regularly openedher home
for concertsand recitals throughouther life;
following her death in 1948, the housebe
camea communitycenterfor musiciansand
a location for musicalevents,

‘144 Edward B. Aldrich House 1902: Stone,
Carpenter& Willson, architects,A gambrel-
roof, 2½-story Colonial Revival dwelling
with a robust modillion cornice and tall.
end-wall chimneys;the 5-bay facadehasa
center entrance under a segmental-arch
portico. Aldrich, a son of Nelson W, Aldrich
see 110 BenevolentStreetand graduateof
Brown University, left this houseto Brown
upon his deathin 1954.

‘150 Walter Hidden House1901: Wallis East-
burn Howe, architect, An ample,brick Co
lonial/Federal Revival house, 2½-stories
high with a high hip roof anda 5-bayfacade,
Like many such houses,this has tripartite
windows on the facade’s 1st story and a
shallowbay window on the2nd story above
the center entrance, Hidden 1851-1929
was a cotton broker in his family’s firm, A.
Hidden & Sons,An avid hunter,sportsman,
and fisherman,he was active in the Boy
Scouts and was founder and first president
of AgawamHunt see 236 GeorgeStreet.

‘151 Professor Fl’. Gorham House 1904:
Norman M. Isham. architect, An unusual,
2½-story, steep-roofbrick Colonial Revival
dwelling with a large chimney stack rising
from the street-endgable; small, grouped
windows; and an over-scalebroken-scroll
pedimententrance,Like Isham’s contempo
rary Damon House at 125 Lloyd Avenue
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q,v., theCorhamHouseIs basedon generic and was occupiedby membersof theJack- a massivebrownstoneentranceporch with
17th-centuryprototypes.It was built for a
professorof biology at Brown University.

‘172 PembrokeHall 1896-97:Stone,Carpenter
& Wilison, architects, A 2½-story, brick
ElizabethanRevival building with a high
gable roof and large dormers, regularly
spacedtriple windows,centralarchedentry
with recesseddoorway under a largeoriel,
molded water table and belt courses,and
copperdownspoutsmolded with the build
ing’s date and the Brown University mono
gram.PembrokeHall wastheoriginal build
ing for the women’s college at Brown,
Pembroke, The school was named after
Roger Williams’s college at Cambridge,and
the English Renaissancestyle hasobvious
connotative importance.PembrokeCollege
was absorbed into Brown completely in
1970 when the university becameentirely
coeducational,The building is now usedfor
offices, andthelargelibrary on thetop floor
survivesmore or less intact,

‘162- PembrokeCampus1907 et seq.:As Pem

212 broke grewin the20th century,it developed
a campusof its own, The land was assem
bled piecemealduring the first half of the
century from lots in the area bounded by
Meeting. Brown,Bowen, and ThayerStreets;
thecreationof this "superbiock"eventually
necessitatedthe elimination of a block of
CushingStreetbetweenBrown and Thayer
Streets,The campusasrealizedby the1920s
is organizedaround a terracedquadrangle
runningnorthfrom MeetingStreet,The first
addition to thecampuswas SaylesGymna
sium 1907; Stone, Carpenter & Willson,
architects,similar in style to PembrokeHall
and donatedby Frank A. Sayles, class of
1890. To replace the original dormitory for
the school at 66 Benefit Street q.v., two
new buildings were added in the second
decadeof the century: Miller Hall 1919;
Andrews, Jacques& Rantoul, architects,
given by Dr. and Mrs, Horace J, Miller, and
Metcalf Hail 1919; Andrews, Jacques&
Rantoul,architects,given by 5.0. Metcalf,
classof 1878 see 132 BowenStreet.Metcalf
and Pembrokealumnaeprovided thefunds
for Alumnae Hail 1926; Andrews, Jones,
Briscoe & Whitmore, architects,erectedfor
social and assembly purposes.Miller and
Metcalfdormitorieswereconnectedwith the
completion of Andrews Hail 1947; Perry,
Shaw& Hepburn,architects.These build
ings were all in a Georgian Revival mode,
Later additions to the campus abandoned
both theGeorgianstyle and theformal cam
pus plan: two buildings, Morriss-Champlin
1959-60 and Emery-Wooiley1962-63--
both designedby Perry, Shaw,Hepburn &
Dean - are modular, brick-and-cast-con
crete structureswith flat roofs arrangedin a
loose,rectilinearfashion aroundopenquad
ranglesto the east of the earlier buildings.

‘215 JacksonHouseca. 1850: A small, vernacu
lar Greek Revivalcottagesetgable endto the
street; its entranceis centeredin the 3-bay
facadeon thewestside of thebuilding. This
is the only surviving structure of a small
black community centeredarounda church.
For much of the 19th centuryit belongedto
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son family; Tobias Jackson,a porter, lived
here in the 1870s,

MEGEE STREET
‘1 ZachariahAllen House, now Brown Uni

versity Faculty Club. 1864, 1980: Alfred
Stone, architect, A symmetrical, 3-bay-
facade, brick, hip-roof dwelling with a
slightly projecting center entrancepavilion
cappedby a pedimentbreakingtheroof line,
an Ionic entranceportico with a balustrade,
stonewindow trim, and modillion cornice,
Allen 1795-1882wasa leading industrialist
see 27 Dryden Lane. founder of the Al
lendale Mills; his industrial experienceled
him into thefield of industrial insurance,As
an amateurof science,Allen was acquainted
with contemporarymen of science,includ
ing Alexander Graham Bell, and the first
telephonecall in the state was made be
tween Bell in Bostonand Allen here,Brown
University acquired the building in 1938,
and the building is now usedas theFaculty
Club, It was enlargedwith a 1-storywing to
the north and east in 1980 Ira Rakatansky,
architect.

MELROSE STREET
One of the key late Victorian residential
streets of lower Eimwood, Meirose Street
was plattedin 1854 by J.j. Cooke and his
partners. Its main developmenttook place
between 1870 and 1900. The street’s most
important sectionarchitecturallyis bounded
by Mitchell Street and Lenox Avenue,and
containsfine "stick style" andeclecticQueen
Anne residences,

16 William H. Pierce House ca. 1858: An
ample, 2-story, end-gable-roof clapboard
housewith a bracketeddoor hood, A round-
edged, "shingle style" bay window in the
front gableprobablywas addedin the I 890s,

‘92 CharlesA. Eddy House ca- 1892: Built for
an engraver,this 2½-story,hip-roof, shingle
structurehas a 2nd-storyside porchflanked
by prismaticbay windowsand supportedin
part by a massive,shingledbracket,

‘102 Frederick E. Field House ca. 1890: Field,
anarchitect,probablydesignedthis, his own
house:anunusual,1½-story,flank-gambrel-
roof dwelling with red-and-greyslate roofs,
stucco-and-half-timberedwall surfaces,and
octagonalturret, It remainsone of the finest
and best-maintainedmajor homesin Elm-
wood,

‘109 SaintElizabeth’sHome1915-16:Clarke&
Howe, architects,planned this complexof
3-story, gable-roof,brick structuresdesigned
in a style describedasan"adaptationof Eliza
bethan architecture," Saint Elizabeth’s
Home, an organizationfounded in 1882 by
Grace Church for the care of incurably ill
women, moved to Elmwood in 1888, The
1915-16structurereplacedan earlier build
ing that burned.

‘126 FrederickE. Shaw House ca. 1894: This
massive,square,2½-story, hip-roof, stone-
trim, brick structure features Dutch step-
gablescrownedwith delicatecopperfinials,

Tuscan columns, and a copperdentil-and
modillion cornice, Shaw was a prominent
building contractorwho specializedin large
municipal projects such as sewers,water-
works, and bridges.

MEMORIAL ROAD
22 A.F. Dewing. Jr. House ca. 1936: A 1½-

story, brick-and-weatherboard,multiple-
gable suburbanhouse,The romantic English
cottage influence is evident in the facade’s
juxtaposition of tall, steep gables, in the
projecting brick vestibule with arched
entranceand stone voussoirs, and in the
arcadedsun porchon theside, Dewing was
treasurerof theStandardMull Supply Com
pany on South Water Street.

MEMORIAL SQUARE
World War I Monument 1927-29: Paul
Cret Philadelphia, architect; C,P, Jen
newein, sculptor. A 75-foot, fluted-granite
shaftwith a low-relief frieze aroundthebase
and crowned by a femalefigure, alternately
characterizedas a symbol of Victory or
Peace,After the First World War,many pro
posalswere consideredto commemoratethe
citizens of Providencewho served in the
armed forces;suggestionsincludedan aud
itorium, a 270-foot tower, and a shaft and
peristyle. In 1926, thecity held an elaborate
competition and eventually selected this
design. Its location, at the foot of College
Hill and theeasternedge of downtown, is in
an open spacecreated by landfill and the
gradual bridging of the upper part of the
ProvidenceRiver, The area, known since
1908 as Post Office Square becauseof its
adjacency to the Federal Building at 25
Kennedy Plazaqv, was renamedMemo
rial Square at the dedication of this monu
ment, 11 November1929, Born and trained
in France,Cret was oneof America’s major
architects of the early 20th century; his
impressivelymonumentaldesign- at once
both modern and traditional - is char
acteristicof the bestwork of leadingdesign
ers of the day. In 1984, the monumentwas
scheduledfor relocation within the Memo
rial Square area pending relocation and
uncovering of the two rivers that flow
beneaththe square.

MENI COURT
See974-984Broad Street

MESSER STREET
‘159 Asa MesserElementarySchool ca- 1890:

William R. Walker & Son, architects, A 3-
story. brick school with a cross-gableroof,
elaborate corbeling and arches over the
windows, arched doors, and tall, paneled
chimneys.Like most of the schoolsWalker
designedfor thecity at thetime, this is in the
QueenAnne style.

[201] Mansion Park ca. 1898: This handsome,
irregular, 2½-acrepark is boundedby Mes
ser, Kenwood, Waverly, and Sorrentino
Streetsand Union Avenue.It is surrounded
by closely serried, turn-of-the-century,2-
and 3-family dwellings. The park occupies
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the site of the country estate of JosIah 1903, a partnerwith Shirley A, Elsbree in and-shingle, cross-gable-roofhouse with a
Chapin 1788-1881, one of Providence’s
leadingcottonmerchants,who retired with a
large fortune in 1844. In 1849, he began to
acquireland in this part of the West End; at
its largest, his holdings extended from
Cranstonand Messer Streetswest to Route
10 and from BenedictStreeton the South to
HudsonStreeton the north.

MINER STREET
92- Housesca. 1875: A row of five, identical,

106 end-gable-roofcottageswith bracketeddoor
hoods, built and sold on speculationabout
1875, This is the oldest extant example of
tract housingin SouthProvidence,

MONTGOMERY AVENUE
397 Edmund Wilson House1930: A 2½-story,

stucco, hip-roof, broad-eavedhouse in the
"Mediterranean"style popularin the 1920s,
with Baroquedetailing including an arcaded
porch with a crenellated parapet with a
bull’s eye-motif centralornament repeated
on the dormers, The paired windows and
casementoriel contribute to the light, airy
feelingof this suburbanhouse,Wilson was a
jeweler,

MOORE STREET
20 George W. Howland House ca. 1889: A

picturesque,2-story, hip-roof QueenAnne
dwelling, with patternedshingling above
the1st floor anda 2nd-story,turretedoriel at
onecorner,The fanciful, gabled,turned-post
porchhasa valance-likespindleworkfascia
under thecornice,Howland, a "commission
traveler," lived hereuntil 1904.

25 HenryC- Field Houseca. 1896: An impos
ing and refined, cross-gable-roofQueen
Anne/Colonial Revival 2-family housewith
Tuscan-column porches and a checker
board-patterngable ornament,The Fields
residedherealongwith William McDonald,
a merchanttailor,

41 Archie McMurtry House1902:Stone,Car
penter& Willson, architects,A square, 2-
story, clapboardhousewith a steephip roof
and handsomeColonial Revival porch and
bay window, McMurtry was a grocer with a
shopdowntown at 68 WeybossetStreet,

‘121 Solomon Drowne House ca. 1877: A 2-
story, bracketed, L-plan structure with
handsome porches, Drowne 1836-1906
was a teller at the National Bank of Com
merce,

125- Mrs. Thomas A. Whitman Duplex ca.
129 1882: A T-plan, 2½-story, mansard-roof

building, with a large centralblock flanked
by well designed Modern Gothic porches
and2-story wings. Mrs. Whitmanwas oneof
the original occupants.

‘130 Henry Valeau House ca. 1875: One of
Elmwood’stwo finest"stick style" dwellings,
this somewhatremodeled2½-story, L-plan
structure has elaborate gable ornaments,
vertical andhorizontal appliedstripping and
crisp iron porchcrestings.Built asthesecond
Elmwood residenceof HenryValleau 1829-

Elsbree& Valleau.a men’s furnishingsstore
on WestminsterStreet,it is now the Moore
Apartments.

MORRIS AVENUE
99 Friends Meeting House 1953: Harkness

and Geddes,architects.A simple, 1-story,
brick, gable-roofbuilding with tall, narrow
windowsand a cantileveredpedimentdoor
hood shelteringdouble,paneleddoorswith
a transomlight. The Societyof Friends built
its first meetinghousein 1725 at the corner
of North Main and Meeting Streetssee
MeetingStreet,andremainedtherein a sec
ond building until thesite wasclearedin the
early I 950sfor theconstructionof the North
Main StreetFire Station.This locationis part
of thebequestof land MosesBrown madeto
theQuakersin 1814 for useas thecampusof
a boarding schoolsee 250 Lloyd Avenue.

100 William KenersonHouse 1906-07: Nor
man M. Isham, architect. A 2½-story, shin
gle, flank-gable-roof, 17th-century revival
dwelling with 2nd-story overhang sup
ported on exposed beams, diamond-pane
windows,anda massiveexteriorstonechim
ney on the south side of the house. This
housewas built for a professorof mechani
cal engineeringat Brown,

140 W.C. Bronson House 1910: Norman M.
Isham, architect. A 2½-story, 5-bay-facade,
center-hall-planFederalRevival housewith
hip roof, Ionic portico, modified Palladian
window on the 2nd story above the en
trance, modillion cornice and roof balus
trade, Built for a professor of English at
Brown University. this houseis reminiscent
of thosedesignedby John HoldenGreenein
the early 19th century.

150 Arthur W. Newell House 191W: A large,
2½-story,brick-and-shingle,cross-gambrel-
roof house with a recessedcorner porch,
wide eaves,and simpledetailing. This mas
sive, sturdy housewas built for the secre
tary of the ProvidenceWashington Insur
anceCo.

207 John C. Mcintosh House ca. 1890: A
mansard-roofcottagewith laterQueenAnne
additions including a stepped-back,2-level,
high-peakedbay window in the front and
thelarge.Shaviancurvedoriel, said to have
come from anotherbuilding. Mcintosh wasa
carriagemaker.

221 See[248] Doyle Aye,

225 William E. Wilson House ca. 189W: A
square, dormered-hip-roof, Queen Anne
housewith a large, early 20th-centuryve
randa on the front and side of the house;
rectangular,gabled bay window projecting
from thesecondfloor front with a triangular
window in the gable; small-pane-bordered,
ornamental upper sash in the windows;
shingled window hoods; and ornamental
shingling on the 2nd-story walls. Wilson
was the principal of the Normal School, the
stateteacher’sacademysee199 Promenade
Street.

263 0. Perry Sarle House 1905: Norman M.
lsham, architect, A large, 2½-story, brick-

tall, plain projecting gablewith plain barge-
boards and a massivegabled front porch.
The small windows,shingled2nd story pro
jecting slightly over thebrick 1st story, and
the sturdy detailing give this house the
somewhatmedievalappearanceintendedby
Providencearchitectand antiquarianIsham
when he designed it in his 17th-century
Colonial Revivalmode,Sarle wasa civil en
gineerwho specializedin thedesignof water
works,

273 Charles A. Franklin House ca. 1897: A
large, 2½-story, gabled-hip-roof,asymmet
rical QueenAnne housewith a largeveran
da on two sides,CharlesA, Franklin Broth
ers Stable was on DorranceStreet,

295 Temple EmanuEl 1928:Krokyn & Brown,
architects, A compact, domed, stone-and-
brick, Art Deco synagoguewith a trabeated,
tripartite entrance, This Conservativecon
gregationselectedthis location at thecorner
of Morris Avenue and SessionsStreet be
causeof the increasingconcentrationof its
membersin this areaby theendof the1920s,

312 William F, KeachHouse1910: Norman M.
Isham, architect, A simple, 1½-story house
with end-wall chimneys, a rear eli, and a
Colonial front porch.now partially enclosed,
it was designed to resemblea rambling,
early 19th-centuryfarmhouse,andits siting
well back from the street - unlike nearby
contemporaryhouses- furthers the con
ceit. Keach was a clerk at the EquitableFire
and Marine InsuranceCo. at 36 Weybosset
Streetq.v..

465 John M. Willey Houseca. 1887: A plain,
vernacularcottagewith a simple porchand
jigsaw corner bracketing. Willey was a
farmer, and when he built this house,the
north end of Morris Avenue was still agri
cultural; it was not intenselydevelopeduntil
the early 20th century.

496 Edwin C. BramanHouse1875: A modest,
end-gable-roofcottagewith a bracketedbay
window and door hood, Bramanwas a ma
chinist,

MOUNT HOPE AVENUE

12 House built by William H. Draper Real
EstateCo. 1917: A cross-gable-roof,shingle
bungalowwith characteristicArts andCrafts
features including multiple gables with ex
posed rafter ends, stuccoedexterior chim
ney, and largeporchwith taperingposts on
brick piersonthefront andsideof thehouse,
Draper,anEnglishimmigrant, workedin the
jewelry businessuntil devoting full energy
to real estatedevelopmentafter 1893. This
bungalow is typical of the small, middle-
income tract housing of the early 20th cen
tury that Draper seemsto have specialized
in,

MOUNT PLEASANT AVENUE
136 Mount PleasantFire Station1904: A red

brick, 2½-story, end-gable-roof Colonial
Revival building with modillion cornice,
clusteredIonic pilastersat the corners,and
marble keystonesaccentingthe windows, It
is still usedas a fire station,
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600 Walnut Grove, now Rhode island Chil
dren’s Center ca. 1860 et seq.: A large
country estatecontainingseveral 19th-cen
tury buildings including a large, plain, 2-
story, low-hip-roof building with classical
recessedentranceand sun porchesat the
ends; a ca. 1875 cross-gable-roof,5-bay-
facade, center-hall-plan cottage with a
spindlework entrance porch; and a ram
bling, ca, 1870, fieldstone,mansard-roofcot
tage with a Colonial Revival portico. This
property was a largecommercialnurseryin
the 1860s, growing fruit and vegetablesfor
local markets,George W, Chapin later de
velopedit asa country retreat,The Statepur
chased the estate from Chapin in 1885,
creatingthe State Homeand School for De
pendentand NeglectedChildren.Thereare
numerous 20th-century buildings on the
property, still usedas a children’s home.

600 Rhode island College 1956-58 et seq.:
Howe, Prout & Ekman, architects of the
original campus and buildings. Eight con
crete-andbrick-clad, flat-roof, 1-and2-story
buildings arranged in a loose, rectilinear
fashion into informal quadranglesform the
coreof this campus.The original campusin
cluded three connectedbuildings for Henry
BarnardSchool, theelementaryschoolaffili
ated with the teaching curriculum of the
college; two classroombuildings; a student
building, including a library, cafeteria,and
bookstore;a gymnasium with team rooms
and classrooms; and an administration
building with anauditorium and administra
tive wing. Built at a cost of some$5,200,000
by E Turgeon Co., this campus provided
much needednew spacefor what had origi
natedasthestate’s teachers’collegesee199
PromenadeStreet.Ground was broken on
27 December1956, and the complex was
dedicated on 27 October 1958, Since its
completion, 13 buildingshavebeen addedto
the48-acrecampus;most significant among
them arethedormitories,which transformed
this from a commuting, teachers’prepara
tory school to a four-yearcollege, fully ac
credited in 1958. The campus is the first
"modernist"onein thestateandtheonly one
in the city. It is typical in style and layout of
new campusesbuilt acrossthe countryin the
years following World War Ii; like many of
them, it owes a debt to Mies van der Rohe’s
1940 schemefor the Illinois Institute of
Technology.Like manyspecializedor junior
colleges, RhodeIsland Collegeexpandedits
curriculum and campusin the 1950s to ac
commodate a rapidly expanding college
population.

639 St. Augustine’s Roman Catholic Church
1962:Orestodi Saia,architect.A brick-and-
cast-stonechurch with accordion-like side
walls of angledbaysand a cast-stonetrium
phal arch on the facade.This is one of the
area’s most distinctive modern buildings.

MULBERRY STREET
19 John B. HennesseyHouse ca. 1855: This

handsome,2-story Italianate house has a
low hip roof and squarecentralcupola. The
3-bay facadehas a hoodedcenterentrance
flanked by paired round-arch windows,

Hennesseywas born in Ireland in 1817, and
after immigrating to this country marriedhis
wife, Margaret, a native of Massachusetts,
His successin the grocery businessmade
possiblethe constructionof this substantial
dwelling for his family, which included
sevenchildrenby 1860, andof a commercial
block at 209 DouglasAvenueqv. in 1873,

MUTUAL PLACE
10 ProvidenceMutual Fire Insurance Com

pany j95fl: Howe, Prout & Ekman, archi
tects. A large. 2-story, brick-clad, gable-on-
hip-roof, 7-bay-facade, center-hail-plan
Georgian Revival building with a center
chimney, ChineseChippendaleroof balus
trade, and broken-scrollpedimententrance
with Ionic pilasters.Oneof theoldest insur
ancecompaniesin the state, theProvidence
Mutual occupied quarters in the Market
House q.v. after its founding in 1800. It
later occupied quarters in the Industrial
Trust Building and the Blackstone Block
1920-1951 before moving to its present
corporateheadquarters.

NARRAGANSETT BOULEVARD
981 William H. Wales House 190W: A large,

2½-story, shingle-and-clapboard,gambrel-
roof house with a wide front porch. The
room adjacentto the front porch is a later
addition, Little is known of Wales, who ap
parentlyneverlived in this house,but direc
toriesindicate that he lived in theWashing
ton Park areaat the time he built it,

NELSON STREET
196 Philip Allen House 1822 et seqJ: John

Holden Greene,architect, A 2½-story,end-
chimneyFederalhousewith a large,earlyelI
at therear, This house,now heavily altered
and convertedinto apartments,was built as
a country retreaton family land overlooking
Smith Street then the Powder Mill Turn
pike. in which Allen had an interest and
east of Allen’s father’s house see 1093
Smith Street, Philip Allen servedas gover
nor of Rhode Island 1851-53 and United
States senator1853-59.He lost this house
when thefamily, overextendedin the Panic
of 1857, declaredbankruptcyin 1858.

195 NelsonStreetElementarySchool, now the
Robert F. KennedySchool 192fl: Office of
the Commissionerof Public Building, archi
tects, A simple, 2-story, brick, flat-roof
building. This schoolwas thefirst produced
by the newly formed office that designedall
public schools in thecity between1921 and
1945.

NEW YORK AVENUE
324 LW. MarchantHouse1910: A shingle cot

tage with a bell-cast-gambrelroof and wide
porch acrossthefront surmountedby a long
shed-dormer.This houseis typical of a large
numberof housesin WashingtonPark that
utilize tall 1½-storygambrel roofs to contain
the upper floors, In the early 20th century,
these houseswere consideredDutch Colo
nial in style. For other variationssee 104 and
160 Ohio Avenue and 981 Narragansett
Boulevard, Marchantwas a coal dealer,

NINTH STREET
68- JosephH. Taipethree-deckersca. 1911: A
72 row of four identical 3-story, flat-roof. 3-

family houseswith simple tn-level porches.
Such plain, boxy 3-deckerswereplentiful in
Providenceandotherheavily industrialized,
densely populated turn-of-the-century
northeasternUnited Statescities, Taipe was
an insuranceinspector.

NORTH COURT STREET
20 Benjamin Cushing, Jr. House ca 1772:

Now a 3-story building on a high basement,
this building was originally I story lower, It
was built as a 5-bay-facade,2-story house;
earlyin the 19th century,a I ½-story eli was
addedon theeastsideof thebuilding. It was
movedto theeast,up North Court Street.in
1875, and the present 1st story was inserted
at that time, as was the oriel on the 2nd
story. In 1981, the housewas returnedto its
original site, and an eli on the east was
added in emulation of the earlier addition,
The Cushingfamily ownedmost of theland
north of the street in the 18th century. In
1813, this housebecamethe homeof Sam
uel W. Bridgham, the first mayor of Provi
dence,and his inaugurationtook place here
in 1832, The secondstory retainshandsome
18th-centurypaneling,one of thefew intact
examplesin the city.

40 BenjaminCushing,Sr. House1737:A 2½-
story house with a center chimney and
asymmetrical5-bay facade,One of the old
esthousesin Providence,it has the distinc
tive late l7th-/eariy 18th-century gable-
roof overhangon its westsideand a charac
teristic - though now rare - doorway
treatment;thedoor is framed by Doric pilas
ters on high pedestals,the frieze section
aboveeachpilasteris decoratedwith a shell,
and thebackbandof the frieze turns up and
breaks the horizontal moldings of the en
tablature,Cushing,a hatter, built this house
overlooking North Main Street; like the
nearby housebelonging to his son, it was
movedto this location in 1875.

‘42 Captain Jonathon Treadweil House ca.
1783:A characteristiclate 18th-century2½-
story housewith a 5-bay facadeand pedi
mented central entrance with modillions,
Doric pilasters,anda cushion frieze. Tread-
well was a mariner,and his family owned
this houseuntil 1953.

‘46- Isaac Pinckney House 1835: A 2½-story
48 Greek Revival house with a pedimented

gable roof set end to the streetand paneled
cornerpiiasters.Thesimple entranceunder a
transomlight is in the westsideof thehouse.
Pinckney was a jeweler.

NORTH MAIN STREET
Beginning at its intersection with College
Street,this is thenorthernpart of The Towne
Street,Establishedin 1638 as the principal
street of Roger Williams’s original settle
ment, The TowneStreetparalleledthe east
ern edge of the ProvidenceRiver and ex
tended from Wickenden Street to Olney
Street, By the secondhalf of the 17th cen
tury, this road had been extendednorth as
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theCommonRoadto Pawtucket.During the roof set end to the street behind a square shorn, architect. A High Victorian ltalianate
19th century, the road was widened in sev
eral stages,beginningwith thesectionnorth
of Branch Avenue,which, at 99 feet,became
the widest streetin the city. In the20th cen
tury, the street became a wide, divided
boulevardfrom Benefit Street north to the
city line, Only a handful of buildings and
monumentsstandalongthe streetto record
the antiquityof this thoroughfareseenum
bers 75, 118, and 957.

‘22- Hope Block 1869: A brick, SecondEmpire
26 commercial block, 3½ stories high with

granite trim, fine cast-iron-and-glassstore
fronts, slatemansardroof, and 5-bay facade
with projecting, 2-bay end pavilions. The
Hope Block wasbuilt on landowned by the
heirs of E. and E,K, Thompson,In 1867, the
Thompsonheirs granteda 30-year leaseto
EdwardM. Youngand Ezra P. Lyon; Young
& Lyon built this block to housetheir fruit
and grocery store,which they operatedhere
from 1870 until 1889. James Hanley, a
brewer and real estate investor, took over
theleasein 1890 andpurchasedtheproperty
upon the lease’sexpiration in 1897. Owned
by the Rhode Island School of Design, the
building was rehabilitatedfor classroomsin
19 84-85.

‘27 People’s Savings Bank 1913: Clarke &
Howe, architects, A marble-face, 2-story
Classical Revival building with a colossal
Ionic portico in aotis, Originally abuttedby
buildings to its north and south, the bank
now standswith its northern flank partially
exposedbecauseof demolition of the What
Cheer Block 1850; C.G. & JR. Hall, archi
tects in 1955, A small, handsomeexample
of monumental turn-of-the-century classi
cism, this was one of the last new financial-
institution headquartersbuilt east of the
ProvidenceRiver, Founded in 1857, Peo
ple’s Bankoccupiedthis structureuntil com
pleting its presentheadquartersat 70 Ken
nedy Plazaq.v. in 1949.

‘28 CheapsideBlock 188W: Stone& Carpenter,
architects, A High Victorian Gothic brick
commercialblock, 4 storieshigh, with stone,
wood, and tile trim; fine, intact cast-iron-
and-glassstorefronts;6 windowsper floor in
groupsof 2 or 3; and a parapetcornicebro
ken by a centralgable.Cheapsidewas built
as an investment by the heirs of Candace
Alien see 12 BenevolentStreeton a partof
North Main Street that had beenknown as
Cheapsidesince the early yearsof the 19th
century.Cheapsidetook its name from the
areaof thesamenamein thecity of London,
the word derived from the Anglo-Saxon
word "to barter," It was then thecity’s fash
ionableshoppingarea,but late 19th-century
directoriessuggestthat it hadby then lost its
retail cachet,for 1890soccupantsincluded a
teacher,a janitor, a counsellor, and several
cotton brokers,

‘75 First Baptist MeetingHouse1775: Joseph
Brown, designer. The First Baptist Meeting
House is one of the city’s most important
18th-century architectural monuments, A
large,square,2½-stony framechurchseton a
high brownstonebasement,with its gable

vestibule, soaring tower, and spire. Joseph
Brown - one of the four Brown brothers
see50 SouthMain Street - relied heavily
on an English patternbook for thedesignof
this building. The 185-footspireis basedon
oneof threealternatedesignsfor that for St.
Martin’s-in-the-Fields1721-26in Trafaigar
Square,London,publishedin JamesGibbs’s
Book of Architecture1728; JamesSumnerof
Boston made full-scale working drawings
from the’ engravingsin Gibbs’s Book, The
interior, with large columnscut midway by
balcony fronts, is derived from both New
England meeting house precedents and
Gibbs’s scheme for Marybone Chapel;
squarein plan with the important entries
placedmidwayon thenorthandsouthsides,
this is a compromisewith standardchurch
plans,which placedtheprimary entranceon
thewest in thestair tower,The crystalchan
delier was given in 1792 by Hope Brown
1773-1855in memoryof her father, Nich
olasBrown 1729-91, and was first lighted
on the occasionof her marriageto Thomas
Poynton Ives see 66 PowerStreet. This is
thethird edificeerectedby the Baptists,who
had no fixed meetingplaceuntil 1700, and
therude building erectedthen was replaced
b9 a larger structurein 1726, The original
plan for this building called for a much
smaller church, but college authoritiesat
Brown University then Rhode Island Col
lege, a Baptist institution, which had re
cently relocatedto Providencefrom Warren,
prevailedin requestinga structuresufficient
ly large to hold commencementceremonies,
Capableof seatingover 1400 people- over
a third of the population of Providencein
1775 - the churchwas dedicatedboth for
"the publick Worshipof Almighty GODand
also for holdingCommencementin," Oneof
the major landmarks of colonial Rhode
Island, this is now consideredthe "mother
church" of theBaptistChurch,The building
wasrestoredwith funds providedby JohnD,
Rockefeller,Jr. in the1950s, The steeplewas
restoredin 1978-80.

‘100 ElizabethBuilding 1874-76: Stone& Car
penter,architects, A brick Second Empire
structure,4 storieshigh with a mansardroof
and cast-ironfacade,Portionsof thefacade,
especiallythe mansardand the storefronts,
were much alteredas a result of rehabilita
tion by LesterMillman in the 1960s, Rufus
Watermansee188 Benefit Streetbuilt this
as an investmentproperty, naming it for his
wife,

‘118 Josephand William Russell House1772:
A once-handsomeand very sophisticated
3½-story, hip-roof late Georgian brick
dwelling, the Russell House sits atop an
early 20th-century storefront. The belt-
coursed,5-bay-facadesurvives,as doesthe
original Corinthian, segmental-arch-pedi
ment entrance, This was one of the first
large,grand housesbuilt in Providenceby
an emerging mercantileelite; by the early
20th centuryit wasa rooming house,At that
time it was raiseda full story and strippedof
its fine interiors, now in several museums
acrossthe country.

‘128 WaylandBuilding 1874: CharlesP. Hart-

brick structure,5 storieshigh, with stoneand
cast-iron trim; a highly articulated 5-bay
facade with projecting central pavilion,
prominentbelt courses,and bandsof arcu
atedwindows; a deepcast-ironcornice;and
a low hip roof, The original cast-ironstore
front is largely coveredby an Art Decostore
front installedby Fain’s, thecarpetstorethat
has long occupied the ground floor, This
building was erected by Robert Hale Ives
1798-1875, a principal in Brown & Ives,
Ives was a graduate of Brown University
q.v., classof 1816, and servedas the first
presidentof thecorporationas well asa trus
teefor 45 years.The building paystribute to
FrancisWayland,presidentof Brown1827-
55, whose bust occupies a niche in the
building’s facade.

‘149 North Main StreetFireStation1952: Jack
son, Robertson& Adams,architects,A plain,
2-story, brick-and-cast-stone, flat-roof
building with spacefor three trucks on the
groundfloor and living quartersabove, This
building replaced the Quaker Meeting
House of 1844; the Quakers moved from
here to new quartersat 99 Morris Avenue
q.v,,

‘150 RogerWilliams National Memorial Park
1981:DenverServiceCenter,NationalPark
Service,landscapearchitects,A slightly roil
ing, informally planned,and picturesquely
planted4-acre park located adjacentto the
site of Providence’soriginal settlementby
Roger Williams in 1636. It incorporatedthe
site of the spring which attractedWilliams
and his followers to the site, By the early
20th century,this land was denselybuilt up
with both old housesandnewercommercial
structures, The first commemorativeuse of
this areaoccurredin theearly l930s, whena
small parcelof land containingthe original
springusedby thesettlers- thenconcealed
in a cellar - was purchasedby Judge J.
Jerome Hahn and given to the city in mem
ory of his father, Isaac Hahn, the first Jew
elected to public office in Providence,A
wall, steps,andwell curb 1933; Norman M.
Isham,architectmark that spot. In 1942, the
descendantsof GabrielBemon, a Huguenot
who settledProvidencein 1686 and founded
the Anglican Churchhere,gave to thecity a
small lot adjacentto theHahn Memorial; it is
now knownas BernonGrove,The clearance
of thewhole 4-acresite was first called for in
the CollegeHill Study of 1959, which pro
poseda "park site for theedification andin
spiration of all the people of the United
States . . - to memorializemore adequately
Roger Williams as the founder of Provi
dence."Plansthen included a museum,lec
ture hall, readingroom, and reconstructed
17th-centuryhouseof thetype built by Wil
liams, The land had been acquired and
clearedby theearly 1970s, and theparkwas
the site of archaeologicalwork in the mid
1970s, Final sitework at the park was real
ized only in 1981, with the creation of the
informal landscapeplannedfor recreational
purposes.At thenorthendof the park is the
William Antram House 1738; enlargedto
the south ca, 1790; a brick-and-clapboard
house,2½-storieshigh, with a 4-bay facade;
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the north end has a pedimenteddoorway,
- and the brick south end has stningcourses

above the 1st- and 2nd-storywindows,The
Antram Houseis now usedas headquarters
for Roger Williams NationalMemorial Park,

‘235 JamesHazardHouseca. 1840:A 2:/2story,
stuccoed-stoneGreekRevival housewith a
4-bay facadesetgableend to thestreeton a
full-story basement.This housestands on
the site of Roger Williams’s 17th-century
house,as attestedin an early 20th-century
marker fixed to the building. As early as
1798, documentsrecord that "a very old
house"was standingon the site,

‘271 Cathedralof St. John 1810: John Holden
Greene, architect, A Federal/"Gothick"
churchwith walls of Smithfieldstonelaid in
randomcourses,brownstonetrim, and trac
eried lancet windows. A gabled vestibule
with a truncatedlancetwindow in its gable
end projectsat thefront, above which rises a
2-tier, square,clock tower and belfry; both
tower and belfry are cappedwith spikey
crocketing. In front of the vestibule is a
semicircular porch with clustered colon
néttesandanenriched,battlementedGothick
cornice.The interior retainspart of its origi
nal Gothick detailing; the vaulted, 2-story
vestibuleis especiallyfine, The nave retains
its low-saucer-domeceiling, supported by
clusteredcolonnetteson thewestand Doric
columnson the east;thegalleriesabovethe
principal floor have been removed, Tran
septs were added in 1866-67 Clifton A,
Hall, architectand thechancelwas remod
eled in GeorgianRevival modeb Berkeley
Updike in 1904, The free-standing,circular
altar was addedin 1967, The principal 19th-
centuryaddition to St. John’swas thechapel
on the east end of the building ca. 1855;
Richard Upjohn, architect. The Anglican
Church was establishedin Providencein
1721 by JosephWhipple, Nathaniel Brown,
and Gabriel Bernon, a Huguenot refugee.
The original wood building - a simple
structuresetgable end to the streetwith a
bell tower andspire centeredon the facade
- waserectedin 1722 andknown asKing’s
Chapeluntil the Revolution,St. John’swas
dedicatedasthe Cathedralfor theEpiscopal
Dioceseof RhodeIsland on 11 July 1929, In
the 20th century, thecathedralhasbecome
the center of a larger complex, including
diocesanoffices to thenorth1972; Philemon
E. Sturges, architect in a 2-story. flat-roof
building with cast-concretetracery. North of
the churchand eastof the offices is a small
churchburial ground with 18th- and early
19th-centurystones.in addition, thediocese
hasacquiredseveralof thehousesup thehill
on Benefit Streetas housing for the elderly
as well as the SlaterHouse see 66 Benefit
Street, now Hallworth House, a nursing
facility.

* Kates Condominiumsat 1-15Constitution
[375] Hill 1979: Michael Ertel, architect,A row of

eight attachedcondominium units ascend
ing Constitution Hill. Each identical 2’/2-

story unit has a brick basementwith en
trance and garage,clapboardupper stories,
and a shedroof. The chimneysand thebal
coniesthat surroundthem areprominenton

the facade,Facingwest, with a fine view of
theStateHouse,this row is setinto a difficult
site; its modern design works well here.
Real estatedeveloperHenry E, Kates built
theseunits on speculation.

‘400- Moshassuck Square Apartments 1972:
456 William D. Warner, architect. A row of 3-

and 4-story, cast-stone-trimmed, brick
buildings, varied in profile, articulation,and
siting. This handsome,well-sitedrow draws
inspiration from the mid-l9th-century in
dustrial buildings that once stood in this
area, See[25] CharlesStreet.

525 University Heights1962-68:Victor Gruen,
architect, A large,350-unitapartmentcom
plex and shoppingcentercoveringapproxi
mately 30 acresand generallyboundedby
North Main, Olney, and Camp Streetsand
Doyle Avenue, The I-story, L-plan shop
pingcentersitsback from North Main Street,
fronted by a largeparking lot, The garden-
apartmentcomplexhasover 20 2-story, flat-
roof, masonrystructuresarrangedinformal
ly around commons of varying size arid
configuration.UniversityHeightsoccupiesa
oncedensely built part of Providenceat the
heart of what was the city’s oldest black
neighborhood.The area was run-down by
the 1950s with much of its housing stock
seriously deteriorated, Extensive study of
the area’s buildings and its residents’ needs
occurredin the late 1950s, a prelude to the
city’s first residentialredevelopmentproject.
In April 1962, the ProvidenceRedevelop
ment Agency selectedUniversity Heights,
Inc. to sponsorthe new construction; the
corporationwas composedof the StarMar
ket Companyof Cambridge,Massachusetts,
which heldhalf thestock,anda group of 63
Rhode Islandcitizens,which held the other
half, Conceptually,theproject was of major
importance,for it linked a major shopping
centerwith a high-quality market, standard
apartmentunits,anda substantialnumberof
units of federally subsidizedhousing for
low-to-moderate-incomefamilies, Consid
eration of economic,social, and racial inte
gration within this complexmadeit particu
larly innovative,perhapsthefirst time in the
nation that suchan approachwas taken,

‘530 AmericanScrewCompany,Bay StateMill
Addition ca. 1882, ca- 1908, 1977: The 2-
story brick portion with a broad,pitchedroof
andhandsomecorbel cornicewascompleted
in the early 1880s, The early 20th-century
addition to the northis 3 storieshigh with a
simplecorniceand flat roof; its mostpromi
nent featureis thecurvedcornerat its north
ern end, which follows the line of Hewes
Street,The AmericanScrewCompany.man
ufacturerof wood and machine screws,in
corporatedin 1860 upon the merger of the
Eagle Screw Company founded in 1838
and the New England Screw Company
founded in 1840. By 1866, the company
wasone of the3 largestscrewcompaniesin
thecountry. The companyremainedin this
location until 1949, when the company
movedto Connecticut.Only thesetwo struc
turesremainof thelargecomplexthat spread
west from Main Street to the Moshassuck
River; theremainingbuildings wererazedin

1972 aftera fire, This wasrecycledin 1977 as
a restaurant and a group-health facility
Stettian-BradleyAssociates,architects.

653 Steam Engine Co. No. 5 1867: A richly
articulated, 2-story, brick-and-stone,deck-
on-hip-roof, Victorian Gothic fire station
with bracketed cornice; radiating dichro
matic voussoirs;tall, corbel-top bell tower;
and rope-moldcornerdetail. John W. Briggs
was the masonand FreebornJohnson,the
carpenterfor this structure,erectedat a cost
of $12,000,Beneaththebuilding is a cistern
of 50,000-gallon capacity. Converted to
commercialuse after thecity’s deaccession
ing in 1950, thebuilding wasrehabilitatedin
1973 by Morris Nathanson,whoseinterior-
design and architectural firm occupiesthe
upper storiesof the building.

Milestone ca. 1807: A stoneat the north
[957] east corner of North Main Street and Ro

chambeauAvenueinscribed"1 1/4 M/CH,"
designatingthe distanceof 1¼ miles to the
Court Housesee150 BenefitStreet. This is
one of threeremaining milestoneserected
on North Main Streetwhen it was rebuilt as
thePawtucketTurnpike in 1807.

‘957 JeremiahDexter House1754: Standingat
the northeastcorner of North Main Street
and RochambeauAvenue, this is a well-
preserved,1½-story, gambrel-roof, center-
chimney,5-bay-facade,5-room-planhouse
with narrow windows and front entrance
with a transomlight. The gable-roofrear eli
probablydatesfrom theearly 19th century,
A farm house,it continuedin this useuntil
about 1926, when the remaining acreageof
theDexter homestead- boundedapproxi
mately by North Main andFirst Streetsand
Summit and RochambeauAvenues- was
sold off and developed.By 1940, this tract
was completely built up. Originally, the
Dexter acreagehad extendedalmost as far
eastas Hope Streetandat leastas far north
as Fifth Street. The farm achievedrenown
locally, for at the end of the Revolutionary
War, it was occupied by Count Rocham
beau’sFrenchtroops, who stoppedin Provi
denceon their return from Yorktown in the
fall of 1782. As a resultof this historic event,
the 1685 colonial road, originally known as
Hearnden’sLaneand later as North Street,
was renamedRochambeauAvenue about
1795. The homesteadremainedin thehands
of Dexter’s heirs until the mid-1970s,when
it was acquiredby the HeritageFoundation
of RhodeIsland,which restoredtheproperty
and rentsit for institutional use,

1051 Armory for Mounted Commands1913,
1925:William R. Walker & Son,architects,A
large, red-brick, vaguely Gothic structure
containinga drill hail. It was built in 1913,
and the headhousewas completedin 1925,

1111 RhodeIsland Auditorium 1925: Frank &
Wilcox Boston, architects.A large.unartic
ulated, brick-and-concrete,gable-roofcoli
seum containing 5,800 seats. Built as a
commercial venture, it was long used for
sporting events and as a skating rink, The
home of the Rhode Island Reds hockey
team, it was usedfor most large, spectator
eventsin Providenceuntil thecompletionof
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the Civic Centersee I LaSaile Squarein gable roof; it is Identical to 131-133q.v. Mrs. Miller built this as an investment; its
1972. The building was heavily altered for
commercialuse in the late l970s,

[1335] Milestone ca. 1807: Locatedat the south
eastcornerof North Main Streetand Hillside
Avenue, this stoneis inscribed "2M/CH,"
designating - somewhat inaccurately -

thedistanceof two miles to theCourt House
see 150 Benefit Street.This is one of three
remainingmilestoneserectedon North Main
Streetwhen it was rebuilt as the Pawtucket
Turnpike in 1807 see [957] North Main
Street.

OAK STREET
244 Weybosset Mill Number 3 1880: A 4-

story, stuccoed-stone,cruciform-plan mill
with quoined cornersand stair tower cen
teredon thefacade;thewindows have gran
ite lintels andwood sills, Looking much like
textile mills built in the first half of the 19th
century,this structurewasbuilt by theWey
bosset Co. just at the time it expandedand
movedinto the field of worstedproduction.
Portionsof theoriginal complexremainat 34
Dike Street q.v..

OAKLAND AVENUE
Developedlargely in the first threedecades
of the 20th century, Oakland Avenue has
oneof the finestconcentrationsof well-pre
served3-deckersin Providence,particularly
along its northern portion between Smith
Streetand EatonAvenue, Unlike the cheap
tenementsbuilt in other quartersof thecity,
most of these spaciousdwellings were de
signedfor middle-andlower-middle-income
families and featured larger parlors, dining
rooms, and threeor four bedroomsper unit,

83 Henry Boyce Houseca. 1873: Two-and-a-
half storieshigh with a hip roof with cross
gables,this househasa 3-bay facadewith a
centralentranceflanked by 2-story bay win
dows,Boyce. a machinist,built his housein
the Oaklands Plat soon after it was first
openedfor developmentin 1871.

113 Albert H. Smith House 1895: A cross-
gable-roofcottagewith wraparound,turned-
spindle porch. Smith, who lived in Glou
cester,Massachusetts,built this asan invest
ment,Harry H. Flint, a machinistat Brown &
Sharpesee 235 PromenadeStreet, occu
pied the houseon its completion and, after
buying the propertyin 1917, remainedhere
throughthe 1920s.

‘120- Max ER. Otto House 1914: A 3-decker
122 with a hip roof and partial-width front

porchescarriedon colossalTuscancolumns,
Otto, a manager,lived in one unitand rented
the others, By 1920, he had moved else
where,

‘131- Jacob N. Cohen House 1922: A 3-decker
133 with full-width front porchesand an end-

gableroof, Cohen.a roofer, lived in oneunit
andrentedtheothers,He movedto 196-198
OaklandAvenueq.v. upon its completion.

‘135- Jacob N. Cohen House 1922: A 3-decker
137 with full’width front porchesand an end-

nextdoor, Cohen, a roofer, lived next door,

‘142- Minnie WeismanHouse1926: A 3-decker
144 with partial-width front porchesand wide

overhangon the end-gableroof. Mrs. Weis
man’s husband.Hyman, wasa tinsmith, and
they lived in oneunit and rentedthe others,

145 Temple Beth David-Anshei Kovno Con
gregation 1954: Tom Russillo, architect,
This simple. brick structurehasan applied
tetrastylepedimentedportico. The homeof
two congregationswhich mergedin 1970,
this templerecallsthechangingdemograph
ics on Smith Hill in this century, Temple
Beth David, a conservativesynagogue,was
founded on lower Chalkstone Avenue in
1892, where it remaineduntil moving to this
facility. Anshei Kovno Congregation, also
establishedaround the turn of thecentury,
was founded by immigrants from Kovno,
Lithuania; their synagoguewas condemned
in 1962 for theconstructionof 1-95qv., but
they continuedto worship in the area - at
45 Orrns Street- until mergingwith Tem
ple Beth David in 1970. By 1980, the syna
goguehad closed its doors,

‘183- RobertAndrews House1926: A 3-decker
185 with full-width front porchesandwide over

hangon theend-gableroof, Andrews, a car
inspectorwho lived acrossthestreetat 182
OaklandAvenue,built this as an investment,

‘188 Delia AndrewsHouse1918: A handsome
and picturesquewood-shingled bungalow
with ampleporchesanda prominentcobble
stone foundation and piers for the porch.
George R. Andrews, a dispatcher,was the
first occupantand - until 1958- ownerof
the house,

‘196- JacobN. Cohen House 1924: A 3-decker
198 with a prominentcentralprojectingbay and

end-gableroof, Cohen,a roofer, lived in one
unit and rentedthe others;he movedhere
from 131-133OaklandAvenue q.v..

‘200- JacobN. CohenHouse 1926: A 3-decker
202 with full-width front porchesandwide over

hang on theend-gableroof. Cohen,a roofer,
lived nextdoor at 196-198q.v..

207- Altoonian Houseca. 1929:A 3-deckerwith
209 inset corner porchesandan end-gableroof,

This was built by Sarkis also known as
Alice and Aronsiak Altoonian; Sarkis was a
wireworker and occupied one unit and
rentedtheothers,

‘219- Isaac Gerstein House 1917: A 3-decker
221 with partial-width front porches and end-

gable roof, Gerstein was a peddler,who
lived in one unit and rentedtheothers,

‘224- Blum-Yaffa House1916: A 3-deckerwith
226 partial-width front porches and end-gable

roof. Max and Mary Blum built this as an
investment; by 1919, Isaac Yaffa, a fruit
peddler, owned the property, lived in one
unit, and rentedthe others,

‘239- Elsie C. Miller House 1915: A 3-decker
241 with full-width front porchesand a hip roof,

first occupants were Owen Goodwin, a
plumber;J.W. Fletcher,Jr.; andJohn F. Don
ahue,a salesman,

OCEAN STREET
85 PeterCreeganHouse ca. 1875/90: A 1½’

story, end-gable-roofdwelling notable for
corner pilasters,bracketedeaves,and spin
dlework veranda, this late Greek Revival
cottagewas broughtup to date with a fash
ionable QueenAnne verandain 1890 when
Creeganmadethis househis residence.He
acquired the lot from Wheeler Bianding in
1870 andapparentlybuilt thenucleusof this
houseabout 1875, although he did not oc
cupy it until 1890, Creegan,who had been a
liquor dealer on WickendenStreet in 1871,
was a stevedorein 1890.

OHIO AVENUE
104 JohnJ. Hall House1906: A 2½-story,shin

gle, cross-gambrel-roofhousewith a wide
front porchsetwithin themassof thehouse,
The houseis an interestingessayin theshin
gle-style-influencedDutchColonial modeof
theearly20th century.Similar housesin the
neighborhoodinclude thoseat 981 Narra
gansett Boulevard, 160 Ohio Avenue and
324 New York Avenue, John Hall was a
clerk,

160 Frederick Lees House 1893: A 2½-story,
shingle, end-gambrel’roofhousewith gam
brel-roofdormersand a wide porch around
thenorthandeastsidesupportedon shallow
elliptical arches on pedestal-basedbulging
turned posts. This variation on the Dutch
Colonial style of the early 20th century is
distinguishedby its ample porch. Similar
housesin theneighborhoodinclude thoseat
104 Ohio Avenue,981 NarragansettBoule
vard, and 324 New York Avenue.Lees was
a plumber, and his firm, F.G, Lees, is still
active,

259 Charles A. SampsonHouse 1892: A 1½-
story, cross-gable-roof,QueenAnne cottage
with a spindieworkporch and anoverhang
ing secondstory on the front, This houseis
oneof thebestpreservedof a row of similar
cottagesfrom 259 to 317 Ohio Avenue,all
built about the sametime as a speculative
venture.Sampsonwas a.salesman,

309 GeorgeE. Tucker House1893: This cross-
gable-roofQueenAnne cottagehas a spin
dlework porch with a corner gazebo; it is
typical of houseserected during the first
wave of developmentin Washington Park
during the 1890s. Tucker was a jeweler.

OLNEY STREET
‘100 Olney Street Baptist Church 1962-63:

Johnson & Haynes, architects, A small,
brick-clad church of contemporarydesign
with a flat, overhanging roof, cast-stone
trim, windows at the roof line and the
corners,and a smaller, brick, entryblock on
the east side, The building is set on a high
basementwith relatively large windows to
illuminate theassemblyrooms in theunder
croft, This building, built at the time that
urban renewal and restoration began to
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change the face of northern Benefit Street on the 2nd story. Tierney was a partnerin 120 Frank E. Farnitam Mouse ca 1898s This
and Lippitt Hill, becamethe new homeof a
largely black congregationlong established
in the neighborhood.

‘120 Charles D. Rogers House 1880: A 2½-
story, cruciform-plan,Modern Gothic house
with cross-gable roof and turned-post
porcheson either side of the projectingcen
tral portion, that on the east side now
glassedin, Rogerswassuperintendentof the
nearbyEagle Mills, then located at the foot
of Olney Street,

‘200 J. Milton Hall House 1895-96: A large,
Colonial Revival, brick house, 2½-stories
high with a hip roof, pilastered chimneys,
tower with conical roof on the east side,
porte-cochereon the west, and columned
entranceporch acrossthe front, The 2-story
brick stable at the rear has a hip roof and
squarecupola. Hall 1836-1915,a native of
Maine, came to Providence in 1871 and
taught at the nearbyDoyle AvenueSchool
now demolished.In 1893 he retired and
married Sarah Hawes Richmond 1831-
1911; both had been widowed. They built
this retirementhomeat thesame time Mrs.
Hall’s newly married sister built a house
next door, The Halls remained here until
their deaths.

‘214 Elbert E. White House 1895-96: A large,
2½-story,Colonial Revival brick housewith
a steep hip roof, broken-scroll-pediment
dormers,modillion cornice,and 1-story en
tranceporch with pairedDoric columnsand
modillion cornice,The 1/:-story,brick stable
at therear hasa cross-gableroof, This house
is quite similar to - almost a variation on a
themeof - thehousenext door at number
200; this is not surprising, for Mrs. White
was thesisterof Mrs. Hall next door, White
1842-1936cameto Providencein 1857 and
went to work with George Hawes& Sons,
merchants; he eventually had his own
wholesalingbusiness, in 1896, he married
Louisa Hawes1834-1929,the sisterof his
former partner.

260 Alfred Harrison House 1896: Waliis F.
Howe, architect, A 2½-story, hip-roof,
3-bay-facade, central-hall-plan Colonial
Revival housewith two curvedbayson the
west side and a deep front porch with Tus
can columns on pedestals and a parapet
balustrade,Harrison was a chemical manu
facturer,

263 William A. Schofield House ca. 1905: A
large, 2½-story, hip-roof Colonial Revival
house with a circular corner tower and a
proiecting central pavilion with a large
double-door entrance with sidelights and
transom light shelteredby a semicircular-
plan Tuscan-column portico. Above the
entranceis a Paliadianwindow on the 2nd
story. Schofieldwasa jewelrymanufacturer.

275 James P. Tierney House 1905: A large,
2½-story, deck-on-hip-roof Colonial Re
vival housewith a round cornertower and a
central, double-doorentrancewith fanlight
shelteredby a semicircular plan Ionic por
tico with a parapetbelow an oriel window

the firm Tierney-Colgan,a steam-fittingand
plumbing company.

281 FrederickW. Marvel House1904: Norman
M. Isham, architect, A large, 2½-story,
gambrel-roof, 5-bay-facade, center-hail-
plan Colonial Revival housewith a gabled
entranceporch with Tuscan columns, Mar
vel 1869-1938was a professorof physical
educationand directorof athleticsat Brown
University; like severalotherson the Brown
faculty. he engagednotedarchitectand anti
quarian Isham to design his house;Isham
was a Brown graduateand taught there in
the 1890s. Brown University namedits large
gymnasium in honor of Marvel after his
death see425 Elmgrove Avenue.

310 Walter B. JacobsHouse 1898: A pictur
esque.2½-story, high-gambrel-roof,Queen
Anne housewith delicate GeorgianRevival
trim and Tuscan-column front porch. A
semicircularprojectionon thesouthsideand
a semi-octagonal 2-story turret rising
through the centerof the roof over the front
porch break the massof this house,Jacobs
was principal of nearby Nope Street High
School,

332, Richard Henry Deming Houses 1902:
336 Angell & Swift, architects,A pair of 2½-story

Queen Anne houseswith Tuscan-column
porches.oriel windows,and 2-storygambrel
roofs set end toward the street, Deming
1842-1902was a cotton broker who built
these as an investment; he lived at 66
Burnett Street q.v.. The first residentsof
these houseswere Howard Greene332, a
clerk,and josephFowler336, a bank teller,

350 George M. Baker House 1912: B.S.D.
Martin. architect, A large, 2½-story, brick,
dormered-hip-roofGeorgian Revival house
with a projecting,gabled entrancepavilion
with rusticated wood siding flanked by
colossal Ionic pilasters.Baker owneda refin
ing and smeltingcompanyhe establishedin
1883 on Mathewson Street; he moved the
expandedcompanyin 1892 to the corner of
Clifford and Page Streets,Baker’s company
specializedin the refining and smelting of
jewelry manufacturers’ gold and silver
scrap.

366 Albert Steinert House 1904: Martin &
Hall, architects, A large, 2½-story, brick,
gambrel-roof, end-wall chimney, 5-bay-
facade, center-hall-plan Georgian Revival
dwelling with a 2½-story, gambrel-roof
wing to thewest and an openporch on the
east, The house is notable for its fine and
elaborate trim, Steinert, of M. Steinert &
Sons, was the president of this family-
owned piano and sheet-musiccompany.
The carriage house, now converted to a
residence,is at 230 Arlington Avenueq.v..

ONTARIO STREET
108 Farnham House 1904: Built as an invest

ment for Frank E. Farnham,who lived at 120
Ontario q.v., this dwelling is a typical,
2-family, hip-roof, turn-of-the-century
house, with a semi-octagonal corner
pavilion, bay window units, swag blocks,
and other Colonial Revival detail,

Queen Anne, 2½-story, hip-roof dwelling
has elaborately trimmed front and side
gables and a Colonial Revival, turreted,
octagonal, corner porch. Farnham, a tool
makerand die-sinker,lived hereuntil 1941,

‘137 Bassett House ca. 1879: A T-shape, 1’/:-
story, cross-gable-roofstructurewith Mod
ern Gothic gable ornamentsand an exten
sive 3-sided, timber-bracketedporch, Built
as rentalproperty by Horatio L. Bassett,this
dwelling is virtually identical to Bassett’s
own house next door at 76-78 Meirose
Street, A modern brick chimney cuts
throughthe gable trim on one side.

‘153 George Wilkinson House ca. 1890: El.
Nickerson, architect, A lavish, rambling,
2½story, cross-gable-and-hip-roof."Olde
English" building, with wails facedin brick,
shingle, stucco, and half-timbering. Wilk
inson 1819-1894, born in Birmingham,
England, cameto the United States in the
early 1850s, in 1857. he became general
superintendentof theGorham Manufactur
ing Company. He had a direct hand in the
planning of Gorham’sEimwood plant built
in 1889-1890,He movedto this new house
at the same time, Both in historical and
architecturalterms, this is one of the key
buildings in Elmwood,

‘179 George R. Hussey House ca. 1911: This
2½-story. shingle, flank-gambrel dwelling,
with its broad, paired-Ionic-column ver
anda,wasoneof the last large,single-family
houseserectedin Elmwood, Husseywasthe
presidentof theBaird-North Companyjew
elry manufacturers,Ruth Hussey,anactress
who starredin the movies Stars and Stripes
Foreoer and Cheaper by hi’ Doze,,, spenther
childhood here,

OPHELIA STREET

‘166 Maurice J. Arnold Houseca. 1887:A plain,
end-gable-roofcottage with tall, narrow,
paired windows and a bracketedcap over
the door, Arnold wasa weaver.

ORCHARD AVENUE
9 Joseph Banigan House 1875: A large,

asymmetrical,2½-story,mansard-roof,Sec
ond Empire house with pedimented win
dows, modilllion cornice, and balustraded
entranceporch with squareposts. Banigan
1839-98 was a poor Irish immigrant who
began his career at the age of nine as a
laborer for the New England Screw Com
pany see 530 North Main Street, He ap
prenticedas a jeweler, and in 1860 went to
work with John Haskinsin themanufacture
of rubber bottle stoppers.He founded the
WoonsocketRubberCompanyin 1866, and
by 1890 was one of the leading rubber
manufacturersin thecountry, He built this
houseshortly afterhis secondmarriage,and
it originally stood at the corner of Angell
StreetandWaylandAvenue; he movedit to
this location in theearly 1890s to makeway
for a muchlargerstonedwelling on that site,
completed in 1897 andsincereplacedby the
Wayland Manor see 500 Angell Street.
Banigan’s daughter Alice built her own
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housenearbyat 254 WaylandAvenueq.v..
Baniganleft a significant legacyof buildings
to the city; see entries for 1 25 Governor
Street, 236 WeybossetStreet,and 10 Wey
bossetStreet,

29 Robert Lincoln Lippitt House 1902: A
restrained, well-proportioned, 2½-story
Colonial Revival house with a hip roof,
3-bay facade, broad, Tuscan-column en
tranceporch,porte-cochereon thewestside,
and handsome,2-story garageat rear, Lip-
pitt 1860-1910, an agent for his family’s
woolen company, was the son of Governor
Henry Lippitt see199 Hope Street.He was
an early and avid motorist, and his death
was causedby injuries sustainedin an auto
mobile accident.His garagemay be one of
the earliest suchstructuresin thecity.

35 Forrest GreeneHouse1896: An unusual,
2’/2-story, brick, cross-gable-roof,more-or-
less Tudorstyle housewith projecting center
pavilions, oriel windows, and casement
windows,Greenewas a partnerin the carri
agemanufacturingfirm Allen Greene& Son;
in-. 1899, he sold the house to Laura F,
Rogers, wife of Everett I. Rogers, a jewelry
manufacturer,

43 Harold J. Gross House 1899: Martin &
I-fall, architects,A 2½-story,shingle Queen
Anne housewith a centralentrancein an
Ionic-column porch, an oriel window above
the porch, and a Palladian window in the
large, gabled dormer, The symmetrical
facade composition contrasts with an oc
tagonalcorner turret. Grosswas a partnerin
G.L. & H.J. Gross, insuranceand real estate
agents.

44 Annie C. Barker House 1910-11:Clarke &
Howe, architects,A 2½-story,5-bay-facade,
gambrel-roof,brick GeorgianRevival house
with an ogee-gablefront porch inspired by
thejosephBrown Housesee50 SouthMain
Street.Mrs. Barker was thewidow of Henry
R, Barker, president of the Providence
Mutual Fire InsuranceCo.

60 St. Martin’s EpiscopalChurch1916, 1925,
1946:Clarke & Howe, architects,A random
ashlar, gable-roof English Gothic parish-
type church with tracery windows and a
large, square, corner bell tower with a
louvred belfry. Also by Clarke& Howe, the
parish houseat rear, on Orchard Place, is a
2½-story, split level, random-ashlar and
half-timberstructurewith a cross-gableroof
and leadedcasementwindows, The parish
was organizedin 1899 asa mission,Calvary
Church, to serve the growing residential
neighborhoodaroundWaylandSquare.The
westend of thechurchwas addedin 1946. to
designsby Wallis Howe, The architect’sson
HalseyDeWoIf Howe servedasrectorof this
churchfrom 1961 to 1973.

63 Nathan B. Barton House 1897: A fine,
2½-story, 5-bay-facade,hip-roof Colonial
Revival house with a pedimentedcentral
pavilion framed by colossal Ionic pilasters.
The center entrance,within a semicircular
plan. paired-column porch, is flanked by
oval bull’s eye windows, This fine and

elaborate dwelling, richly detailed with
Federal-style ornament, was built for the
treasurerof the Ostby & Barton company,
manufacturersof jewelry.

67 Franklin NugentHouse1898: A complex,
asymmetrical, 2½-story, hip-roof dwelling
with a yellow-brick first story, shingled
upper stories, corner tower, and oriel win
dows.Detail derives from both colonialand
medievalsources,This unusualhousewas
built for a principal in C. Franklin Nugent&
Company,bankersand brokers,

68- Temple Beth El 1951-54: Percival Good-
72 man New York, architect, A large, buff-

brick, limestone, and glass, flat-roof struc
ture. A parabolic arched roof covers the
sanctuary.Facilities include a theatreand a
school, The Congregationof the Sons of
Israel andDavid, Providence’soldestjewish
congregation,was establishedin 1854. The
congregationmovedherefrom SouthProvi
dence;its previoushomestandsat 688 Broad
Streetq.v..

75 Henry W. Harvey House 1900: Angell &
Swift, architects, A large, symmetrical,
2½-story.brick-and-shingle,gable-and-hip-
roof Queen Anne house with elaborate
Colonial Revival detailing, including a
modillion cornice, oriel windows, and a
large, bowed, ionic portico. Harvey was a
jewelry manufacturer, In 1958 he gave a
statue of Abraham Lincoln Gilbert A,
Franklin, sculptor to RogerWilliams Park in
memoryof his wife, Georgianna,

ORCHARD PLACE
[23j William J. Harris House 1839: A 5-bay-

facade,center-chimneycottage. This small
dwelling is the only remainingstructurere
lated to Moses Brown’s farm, which en
compassedmuch of the land in this neigh
borhood, Brown’s housewas located near
thepresent-dayintersectionof Waylandand
Humboldt Avenues,Harris was theexecutor
of MosesBrown’s estateandbuilt this house
on the farm land three years after Brown’s
deathin 1836.

ORIOLE AVENUE
15 Nightingale-Cranston House 1868: A

square, 2½-story, mansard-roof Second
Empire housewith bracketedeaves,molded
window caps,baywindows,andelaborately
arcadedsideporch sheltering the entrance,
George C. Nightingal&built this as an in
come property. The first resident,who later
bought the house, was JosephCranston,a
mason,

54 Elliot H. Flint Houseca. 1904:A 2½-story,
stucco-and- half-timber, end-gable-roof
Tudor Revival housewith a projecting front
gablecontaininga shalloworiel window and
an enclosedsunporch with a half-timbered
gable. The half-timberedgarageis an early
example of the type. Flint was a real estate
broker and owned a small motor car
company.

67 HE. Walker House 1915: Norman M.
Isham,architect, A large,2½-story,shingle,

cross-gable-roofhouse with overhanging
gables supported on large consolesand a
massive, wooden-pilaster-enriched, seg
mental-arch porch at the entrance, This
house is in Isham’s 17th-century revival
style. Walker, a biologist, was a professor
at Brown University, like many of Isham’s
clients,

ORMS STREET
121 Marriott Hotel 1975, 1978: Py-Vavra

Minneapolis, architects, A rambling, in
formally groupedcollection of 1-, 2-, 3-, and
4-story, brick-clad, reinforced-concrete
structures with flat roofs and a sweeping,
applied metal mansardon the facade.Built
on landclearedfor the constructionof Inter
state 95 q.v. and through urban renewal,
the Marriott provided ample lodging and
meeting rooms just as the Biltmore see 11
Dorrance Street, long the city’s leading
hotel, was closing.

161 J.A. Sheldon House1871: A cross-gable-
roof, T-plan cottagewith irregular fenestra
tion andhood molds,Sheldon- a foreman
at the AmericanScrewCompany,just down
the hill - moved from nearbySmith Hill
to this houseupon its completion.

162 Horace Crossman House ca. 1849: This
end-gable-roof Greek Revival cottage is
typical of the small dwellings erected on
Smith Hill in the 1840sand ‘SOs, Crossman
was a machinist who no doubt workedat
one of the nearbymills,

216 Yeomans-OldfieldHouse 1845: Two sto
ries high with a low hip roof above wide
eaves, this single-family dwelling has a
5-bay facadewith a centerentranceflanked
by sidelights and crownedby a broad en
tablature.Amos D. Yeomans,a baker, built
this house on speculation between March
and Septemberof 1845, when he sold it to
John Oldfield,

225 Margaret Mclver House ca. 1873: This
2½-story,3-bay-facademansard-roofhouse
has a bracketed cornice and a bracketed
center-entranceportico; a carriage house
similar in style to the main houseis at the
rear of the lot, John Mclver, listed as a car
penter in Providencedirectories, and his
family were first listed at this address in
1874; previously they had lived on Benefit
and on Cady Streets. Mclver’s profession
suggeststhat he may have built the house
himself. tn scaleand style it is more elabo
rate than other contemporarydwellings in
the neighborhood.

344 William F. Goff Houseca. 1883:A typical
Providencehouse of the early 1880s, this
2½-story mansard-roof house has a 2-bay
facadewith a bracketedentranceportico and
a bracketed,2-story, bay window, Goff was
a machinistand,like many otherresidentsof
Smith Hill, probably locatedherebecauseof
thearea’s proximity to industry,

377 Baxter-Dickhaut House ca. 1844: Greek
Revival in style, this cottage has a T-plan
and cross-gable roof with a hexagonal
cupola at the gable intersection, Nathan
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Baxter, who built the house,sold it almost
immediately,and it changedhandsoften for
almost forty years until purchasedin 1881
by Andrew Dickhaut, who lived hereuntil
hisdeathin 1895. The housestoodon a large
tract of land bounded by Orms, Duke,
Smith, and Bath Streets,and Dickhaut,who
invested heavily in Smith Hill real estate,
built workers’ cottages on both Bath and
Duke Streetsq.v..

ORTOLEVA DRIVE
76 PenelopeBrown House Ica. 1845: A 2½-

story, flank-gable-roof, center-chimney,
5-bay-facade farmhouse with a Greek
Revival Doric portico,anentrancewith side
lights and a transomlight, andbay windows
on the first floor facade, By the 1870s this
housewaspart of theJosephE. Brown farm
complex.

OXFORD STREET
136 McKenna-SearcyHouse 1870: A 3-story,

hip-roof house that originally had a cupola.
Although considerablyaltered, the house
appearsin original form in a pre-1885photo
graph. Oncepart of a row of five, this house
and 130 Oxford now heavilyalteredare the
only survivorsof a group of identical build
ings that mayhave beenearly three-deckers,
JamesMcKenna. a carpenterwith his shopat
thecornerof Oceanand Oxford Streets,built
thesehousesin 1870. In 1871, he sold num
ber 136 for $3,000 to ThomasWyatt, owner
of the New England Chain Works at Wyatt
and Plain Streets, Wyatt in turn, sold the
housein 1872 to widow Mary Searcy,who
owned it until her deathin 1885.

212- Saint Michael’s Total Abstinence and
216 BenevolentSociety, later Luther Brothers

Factory 1865 et seq.:A 2-story brick build
ing with 1-and 2-storywoodenwings and a
1-story, brick addition on Harriet Street.
Built by the Saint Michael’s Society, an
organization associated with the nearby
church q.v., this building was sold to
Luther Brothersin 1877. Foundedin 1870 by
William andEdwardLuther,Luther Brothers
manufacturednovelty jewelry and intro
duced electroplatinginto its production in
the1870s, soonafter thepatentprotectingits
exclusiveuseexpired.By 1890, this firm was
the largest manufacturerof electroplated
jewelry in the United States and Europe. In
1888, the firm became William Luther &
Son; it remainedhereuntil 1917, when the
building was bought by FrankH. Goodwin
of the Goodwin Bradley PatternCompany,
which still maintainsits operations at this
location,

251 Saint Michael’s Roman Catholic Church
1891-1915: An "English Norman style,"
brick-and-brownstonechurch designed by
architectsMartin & Hall and decoratedby
Murphy, Hindle & Wright. Set on a high
basement,the church has a tall, massive
squaretower centeredon the facadeand a
high nave flanked by low side aisles, The
powerfulmassingof the church’sexterior is
complementedby the lavish, but somber
interior, The parishwas establishedin 1857
to servean Irish communitygrowingrapidly
in themiddle yearsof the 19th century; the

church was, in fact, thecenterof Irish com
munity life in South Providenceduring the
19th and early 20th centuries,Parishioners
worshipedin a small, woodenbuilding until
1867, when a brick church was built; both
were razedafter thecompletionof this struc
ture, Included in the complex are a brick,
3½-story rectory 1925; Ambrose Murphy,
architect and a brick-and-brownstone,
31/,story convent with a terra cotta roof

1929; AmbroseMurphy, architect,

PALLAS STREET
*4 Fire Station Number 9 1856: A 2-story,

Ruiidbogeiisti/, brick fire station with a sym
metrical facade, center entry, and corbel
cornice, The building houseda school for
delinquentboys in the early 20th century,
and the VeteransClub of Rhodeisland later
used it; in 1980, it was in use for jewelry
manufacturing.

PARADE STREET
Dexter Training Ground,now known as
Dexter Parade1824: A 10-acretract of flat,
open land willed to the city by Ebenezer
Knight Dexter with the provision that it
alwaysbe usedas a drill field and park. The
statueof Dexter was raised in 1874, and the
tract becamepart of the city park systemin
1893. Its southernend becamethesite of the
CranstonStreet Armory in 1907 see [375]
Cranston Street. and the training ground
was landscapedin 1909,

11 GeorgeW. Chapin House1881: An elabo
rately trimmed "cottageorn" with a robust
front porch and a mansard roof, Chapin
1820-98 began his career working in his
father’swholesalegrocerybusiness,He later
turned to textile manufacturing and was
involved in the Atlantic-Delaine and the
Riverside mills see 120 Manton Avenue.
Chapin moved herefrom 196 Broadway;he
also maintaineda country seatat 600 Mount
PleasantAvenueq.v..

25 Charles F. Boone House 1870-71: A
bracketed, 2½-story Second Empire house
with slatemansardroof and a central sun-
bonnetgable. Boonewas a print dealer,

31- FrancesM. AndrewsHouses,later Miriam
41 Hospital 1878, 1925: Four attached brick

townhouses,3 storieshigh on a raisedbase
ment, with label molds, full-height hay win
dows,and coved cornices.Unlike most row
housesin Providence,theseremainedan in
vestmentproperty in theownership of one
individual, In 1925, the row became the
Miriam Hospital and was considerablyre
modeled by the removal nf the entrances

and changesin the fenestration, In the
1950s, Miriam moved to its present site at
164 Summit Avenueq.v.. and the former
hospital was converted first into the Park
View Apartmentsand more recently into the
Park View Nursing Home, Andrews was a
produce dealer, and his row house for
upper-incometenantsis oneof the few rows
of townhousesin thecity.

61 Nathan Truman House 1872: An elab
orate,2½-storySecondEmpire housewith a
lightly scaled portico, quuins, modillion

cornice, and mansard roof, The windows
have bracketedlintels and sills, Truman was
a partner in Truman & Tyler, furniture
dealers,

77 FrederickW. Hartwell House1883-84:El,
Nickerson, architect, A fine and elaborate,
2½-story, clapboard-and-shingle Queen
Anne housewith an irregular cross-gable
roof; three ornate,corbel chimneys; varied
window treatments, some with stained
glass;and anelaborateporch integratedinto
the main block of the house on the front.
This is similar to number81 next door;both
ere"textbook" examplesof theQueenAnne,
Hartwell was secretaryof the Providence
Steam& Gas Pipe Co.

*81 Joseph C. Hartshorn House 1883: El.
Nickerson,architect,A 2½-story,clapboard-
and-shingleQueenAnne housewith a vari
ety of window treatmentsand surface tex
tures,an irregularcross-gableroof with iron
cresting, and an entranceporch set within
themassof thebuilding. Like that next door
at number77 q.v., this houseis set on an
ample lot behind an iron-and-brownstone
fence. Hartshornwas treasurerof the Provi
denceSteam& Gas Pipe Co,

89- Benjamin F. Arnold House 1883: A 2½-
91 story QueenAnne doublehousewith an ir

regular cross-gableroof, a 3-story, conical
roof turret, and entranceporcheson oppo
site sidesof the house.Arnold and Herbert
E. Maine were partners in a grocery busi
ness,

903 Charles A. Hopkins House 1875: A 2½-
story, L-plan Modern Gothic house in the
French mode with a mansard roof, iron
cresting,and inciseddecorativepanels. Set
on a high, granitebasementbehinda granite’
and-iron fence, thehousehas its entranceat
theinside cornerof the‘1." Hopkinswas an
insuranceagent.The housewas purchased
by the ProvidencePreservationSociety Re
volving Fund Incorporatedin October1980
asits first rehabilitationproject in this neigh
borhood,

.105- Augustus H. Preston House 1875: A 2½-
107 story, L-plan, double house with paired

windowsunder bracketedhoods on the 1st
and 2nd stories, square-columnporcheson
opposite corners, modillion cornice, and a
mansardroof with patternedshinglesand
dormers, Prestonowned a fruit and vegeta
ble business,

125 P. FrancisWalkerHouse1887: A 2½-story
QueenAnne doublehousewith an irregular
hip-and-cross-gableroof, dentil cornice,and
hexagonal corner turret; the porch has
turned posts and incisedornament,Walker
was a physician.

147 Susan Stone House1891: A picturesque,
2-story,cross-gable-roofQueenAnnedwell
ing with turned-postporchesand bracketed
trim; it was movedfrom a site on Cranston
Streetone block away after 1924 by Henry
P. Stone,a real estatebroker, and his wife.

PARK STREET
57 Veterans Memorial Auditorium 1928,
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1951: Osgood& Osgood,architects;Oresto
di Saia, architect for completion. A mid
westernarchitecturalfirm that specializedin
Masonic templesdesignedthis structureto
supersedethe 1897 Masonicheadquartersat
123 DorranceStreetq.v.. This steel-frame,
neoclassicalstructure is sheathedin brick
and sandstoneand comprisestwo massive
6-story blocks at an acute angle connected
by a smaller trapezoidalhyphen.The east
ern block, intended for office space and
overlooking the State House lawn, is the
most visible and themostfully articulatedof
thethreesections:colossalIonic colonnades,
in antis rest on a 2½-story coursed-ashlar
basement,The western section is of brick,
with little articulation beyond the marquee
and theatre entrance, Constructionon the
complexcameto a halt in 1928 afteronly the
walls and roof were completed. The state
purchasedthe propertyin 1945 with the in
tention of completing theproject,and Oresto
di Saia was retainedfor the work, Only the
auditorium wing, with office spaceat the
rear, was completed; it was dedicatedas a
World War II memorial in 1951. The audito
rium decor,executedin a simplified version
of the original scheme,derives from late
18th-century Adamesqueprototypes. From
its openinguntil the openingof the Ocean
State PerformingArts Centersee228 Wey
bossetStreet in 1978, VeteransAuditorium
was the only major concerthail in thestate,
used for symphonies,recitals, operas,rock
concerts,and countlesshigh schoolgradua
tions. The extremely poor condition of the
eastern wing and the hyphen - both un
touchedsince 1928 and now extremelydet
riorated- jeopardizesthecontinuingutility
of the whole structure.

107 Stiliman White House 1876: This 2½-
story, mansard-roofdwelling with a 2-bay
facade,comprisinga small portico and a bay
window, is typical of themiddle-classdwell
ings erected in this area during the 1870s,
Stilllman White, in addition to running his
brass foundry at 1 Bark Street q.v., was
quite active in local politics, serving in the
Rhode Island House of Representativesbe
tween 1878 and 1882, on the Common
Council of city government,andas a mem
ber of the Board of Aldermen. White re’
mainedhereuntil his deathin 1903. By 1920
the building was a rooming house,

111 David A. ClevelandHouse1867: George
W. Cady, architect, This mansard-roofSec
ond Empire houseis built on an L-plan; an
entranceporch,surmountedby a balustrade,
fills thenook of the "L." A 2-story bay win
dow dominatesthe facade,The housewas
constructedby oneof thepartnersin Cleve
land Brothers, a furniture manufactory
located at 110 North Main Street; another
brotherlived aroundthecornerat 194 Smith
Street q,v.. David Cleveland moved here
from 27 Halsey Streetq.v.,

* PARKIS AVENUE
One of Elmwood’s most handsome,intact,
and cohesive late 19th-centuryresidential
streets,Parkis Avenuewasplattedby Arnold
Saundersin 1853 and sold in its entirety-

andstill undeveloped- to ]ohn S. Parkis in

1857. Parkis, like Saundersanda numberof
other contemporary residents in northern
South Providence and Elmwood, was a
butcher;he begandevelopmentof thestreet
in the late 1860s, Lined with imposingSec
ond Empire and QueenAnne dwellings by
1890, the street remained a private thor
oughfare for many years, closed at either
endby gates.Sincethemid-l970s, thestreet
hasundergonenoteworthyrehabilitationat
the handsof new owners,who have slowly
acquiredandcarefully repairedmany of the
houses.

*14 Richardson-WaiteHouse ca. 1878: The
largest and most elaborateof Parkis Ave
nue’s mansard-roofhouses,this square,2½-
story SecondEmpirestructurehasa narrow,
slightly projectingcentralblock whose roof,
broken by a large dormer with a tripartite
window, is just taller than themain roof. The
mostprominentelementof thefacadeis the
bracketedporch with twisted colonnettes,
The original owner, Josiah W, Richardson,
wasa partnerin JosiahW. Richardson& Co.,
jewelry manufacturers; he died in 1881,
From 1882 until his deathin 1929, jewelry
manufacturerWilliam H. Waite see 30-32
Chestnut Street lived here, The structure
was convertedinto apartmentsin 1943,

36 StantonB. ChamplinHousea. 1888:One
of Elmwood’s finest QueenAnne/Colonial
Revival houses,this 2½-story, cross-gable-
roof dwelling haselaborateColonial Revival
porchesand doorways richly trimmed with
urns and swags. Champlin ran a jewelry
manufacturingfirm, StantonB, Champlin &
Son, He previouslylived at 377 Pine Street
q.v.. Severelydamagedby fire in 1976, this
house was rehabilitated partially through
aid provided by the Mayor’s Office of Com
munity Development,

*43 Marsh-Dyer House ca. 1872: Built for
Henry C, Marsh,a meatsupplierwith offices
locatednearbyon Broad Street, this ample,
squarish,2-story structure,with low man
sard roof and octagonalsideturret, camein
to the possessionof John F. Dyer, a real es
tate broker, in 1873, Dyer owned it until
1888. The househasa symmetrical,3-bay
facadeand a small, central, bracketeden
trance porch with an ornamentalhood over
the windows above it,

47 Louis H. ComstockHouseca. 1869:Alfred
Stone, architect, The first large houseon
Parkis Avenue,this 2½-story,mansard-roof
structure has quoined corners, bracketed
cornices, front and side porches,and an
elaboratetripartite dormer centeredon the
facade,Comstock,a partner in Comstock&
Co., dealersin meatand provisions, moved
to EastGreenwichabout1915, FredS. Com
stock, a son who eventually becamepresi
dent of the firm, continued to live in the
houseuntil his death in 1948.

48 JosephDavol Houseca. 1872: An L-plan,
2½-story, mansard-roof dwelling with
bracketedporch and eaves,At the time he
built this house, Davol was affiliated with
EbbenSimmons& Co., owners of the City
Planing Mill. In 1878, he took chargeof the
Perkins Manufacturing Co., an establish-

ment he had previously financed, Reorgan
ized as the Davol Manufacturing Co. and
renamedtheDavol RubberCo. in 1885, this
rubber-productsfirm remainedin business
at 69 Point Street q.v. until moving to
Cranstonin 1977.

52 Leonard-PriceHouse 1871, 1889: A 2½-
story, mansard-roofdwelling with a pro
jected, centralentrancepavilion with a coni
cal-roof tower; there is a gazebo-likeporch
atonecorner.GeorgeC. Leonard,a principal
in Stokes & Leonard,provisionsmerchants
on Dyer Street, sold the house in 1874 to
PhebeWhipple. Herheirs sold the houseto
Miss Mary Emma Price in 1888; sheadded
thetower andcornerporchbeforemoving to
New York in 1892.

PEACE STREET
*118_ Cohen House ca. 1897: A steep-cross-

120 gable-roof,2-family housewith scallop-edge
bargeboardsand anoctagonal, turreted,cor
ner tower. Rich Colonial Revival detailing
ornamentsthe front porch. The original oc
cupantswereFrank W. Bodwell, a foreman;
and, upstairs,JosephB. Cohen,a hardware
dealer,Moilie Cohen,a milliner, and Sarah
Cohen,a widow.

146 Houseca. 1855?:An L-pian Gothic Revival
cottage with a steep.cross-gableroof and
bargeboards;several small additions have
been made to the original house, It was
movedto this site between1882 and 1900,

162 Houseca. 1880: A 1½-story, flank-gable-
roof, clapboardstructure,with open timber
work gable trim, The three front dormers
have Gothic Revival-style bargeboards;a
Tuscan-columnfront porch hasbeen added.

165- Christopher Ellery House ca. 1807: A
169 plain, 2-story, hip-roof, Federal style, cen

tral-hall-plan house, now clad in shingle,
The remainingoriginal exterior trim is sim
ple and includesa pilaster-frameddoorway
with a fanlight-piercedpedimentnow par
tially concealedbehinda modernporchand
molded window caps.Within, severalman
telpiecesand the original central staircase
remain intact. Before 1846 a rear eli was
added. Christopher Ellery 1768-1840, a
native of Newport anda nephewof William
Ellery signerof theDeclarationof Indepen
dence,was a lawyerandJeffersonianDem
ocrat; he servedfrom 1801 to 1805 as a rep
resentativein Congress. In 1806, having
been appointed by PresidentJefferson to
thepost of commissionerof loansin Provi
dence, Ellery bought a tract running from
ElmwoodAvenuewestto LongPond,where
Peace and Hanover Streets and Bellevue
Avenuenow lie; heprobablybuilt this house
soon thereafter. He continuedto live here
until 1814, when, his term as commissioner
having ended, hesold thehouseto William
Peckham,Peckham,a Providencemerchant,
occupied the house until his death about
1830. GeorgeField ownedthepropertyfrom
1830 to 1840, when it was purchasedby
GershomTurner. Walter S. Burges, an as
sociatejustice of the RhodeIsland Supreme
Court from 1868 to 1881, purchasedthees
tatein 1850 and residedhereuntil his death
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in 1892. About 1894 the estatewas sub
divided and thehousemovedto its present
site from its former locationon thewestsideof
Elmwood Avenuein line with PeaceStreet.

PEARL STREET
78 JamesMathewsonHouse 1890: An end-

gable-roof Queen Anne cottage with pat
terned shingling and handsomedetailing.
This well-preservedhouse,originally one of
a row, was first occupiedby Mathewson,a
jeweler. The long-vacantWeybosset Plain
Tract, belongingto theheirsof HopeBrown
Ives,was finally developedin the 1890s,

304 New England Butt Company ca. 1848,
1850s, 1865, 1951: Founded by Nicholas A.
Fenner, Charles Miller, and Stillman Per
kins in 1842, New England Butt Company
had moved to quarters at Pearl, Perkins,
and Rice Streets before 1849. The firm
originally manufactured cast-iron butt
hinges and turned to the manufactureof
braiding machineryabout 1880, when the
introduction to the market of less costly
stamped-metal butts rendered cast-iron
ones obsolete. The company continued to
manufacture braiding machinery under
the New England Butt Company name; it
was purchased by the Wanskuck Com
pany. anotherlocal firm, in 1955. Much of
the factory complex predates 1875. The
front building at 304 Pearl Street, was
erected in 1865 from the designs of Provi
dence builder-architect Spencer P. Read,
Originally the machining and assembling
building, it is now used for offices, It is a
handsome,3-story, brick structure, with a
trap-door monitor roof, corbeled-brick
cornices, and brick window caps and
arched door surrounds, Exterior changes
have been minimal. A long wing, origi
nally two stories in height but since raised
to three, extendsalong Perkins Street. Al
though its brick window caps correspond
with those in the Pearl Street building.
part of the structure may predate 1865,
Perhaps the oldest structure in the com
plex is the much altered, 2-story, monitor-
roof, frame building in the center of the
block on Perkins Street. It was probably in
existencein 1865, and mayhave beencon
structed between1849 and 1857, The fac
tory complex also contained a foundry,
which closed in 1948. A large, flat-roof,
glass-brick structure, replacing the foun
dry and occupying the rest of the block,
waserectedin 1951,

PEKIN STREET
Filled with 2½-story, 2-family, gable-roof
housessetendto thestreet,Pekin Streetwas
developedbetween1875 and1895. Its archi
tectural cohesivenessis largely due to the
relatively brief period during which these
dwellings were built, The rapid population
growth in Providenceand the concomitant
building boom on Smith Hill in the 1880s
was responsiblefor theconstructionof large
numbersof these 2-family houses.

19 William Chase House ca. 1877: A 2½-
21 story, 2-family house setgable end to the

streetwith a 1-story porch acrossthefacade,
Chase, who platted this block in the late
1870s, built this asan investment,

*26 Winnifred A. Foley Houseca. 1895:A 2½-
story, 2-family house, with a cross-gable
roof set end to thestreet,a I-story entrance
porch, and a picket fence in front, Foley, a
dressmaker,lived in oneunit andrentedthe
other,

*32. Hugh F. Tierney House ca. 1895: A 2½-
34 story, 2-family housewith a cross-gableroof

set end to the street and a 1-story porch
across the facade, Tierney, a watchman,
lived in one unit and rentedthe other,

42 CatherineGreeneHouseca. 1885: A 2½-
story, 2-iamily house set gable end to the
streetwith a hoodedentranceandbracketed
cornice, Mrs. Greene lived in one unit and
rentedthe other,

.51 Michael Conaty House ca. 1881: A 2½-
story, 2-family housesetgable end to the
street with a hooded entrance, Conaty, a
laborer, lived nextdoor at number55 q.v.
and owned this asan investment,

55 Michael Conaty House ca. 1880: A 2½-
story, 2-family house set gable end to the
street with a hooded entrance, Conaty, a
laborer, lived in one unit and rented the
other; healso owned thehousenext door at
number51 q.v. as an investment, By the
mid-1890s, the Conatyshad left theneigh
borhoodbut retainedownershipof this asan
investment,

*59 Michael Conaty House ca. 1885: A 2½-
story, 2-family housesetgable end to the
street with a hooded entrance, Conaty, a
laborer, lived next door at number55 q.v.
and owned this as an investment,

71 James F. Nolan House ca. 1890: A 2½-
story, 2-family housewith a cross-gableroof
setgableend to the street.Nolan,a jeweler,
lived in one unit and rentedthe other,

77 Catherine McCarthy House ca. 1890: A
2½-story,2-family dwelling set gableendto
the streetwith a 1-storyentranceporch and
bracketed cornice, Mrs. McCarthy was the
wife of a shoemaker;theMcCarthyslived in
one unit and rentedtheother,

PEMBERTON STREET

81- Henry J. Dubois House ca. 1865?: A 2-
83 story, hip-roof Italianate house with low,

bracketed eaves broken by a round-arch
gable, paired windows, and an elaborate
verandawith paired posts. Dubois moved
this househerebetween1895 and 1908.

PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE
34 james Fitzpatrick House 1902: A 2½-

story, cross-gable-roofQueen Anne house
with patternedornamentationin the gable
endsand a spindleworkveranda,Fitzpatrick
was a partnerin FitzpatrickBrothersRestau
rant at 59 WeybossetStreet,

PIKE STREET
25 Fuller Iron Works 1869, 1893, 1966: A

long, rectangular,3-story building in two
parts. The front section, built in 1869, is a
3-story, brick structurewith a low pitched

roof, corbel cornice, and segmental-arch
windows,The rear section,originally a ma
chineshop,is a large,steel-frame,glass-wall
structurenow coveredin asbestosshingles.
When built in 1893, it was thefirst all-glass-
and-steelindustrial building in Providence.
FrederickFuller hadstartedthe Fuller Foun
dry in 1839 when he purchasedtheold Fox
Point Foundry. Uponhis deathin 1867, his
sons Frederick and George expandedthe
business,built the 1869 building, and con
tinue the firm into the 20th centuryas the
Fuller Iron Works. The company produced
steam engines, heavy machine castings,
waterpipes,andotherheavy-metalproducts;
it ceasedoperationin 1937, The brick part,of
the building,heavily remodeledca. 1966, is
now usedfor offices,

PINE STREET
*52. Hanley Building 1911: William R. Walker
60 & Son, architects,A 6-story, brick building

with truncated corners; slightly altered,
wood-and-plate-glassstorefronts;pier-and-
spandrel upper stories with Chicago win
dows; and a heavy, boxed, metal cornice,
Built by JamesHanley, a brewer, as an in
vestment property to house light industry,
this structurefirst houseda gold-leafmanu
facturer,a dye-stuff company,a bookbinder,
a printer, andan electric-supplycompany.It
was convertedto office spacewith the de
industrializationof this area in the mid-2Oth
century.

*72 Edward L. Aldrich Building 1883: A 5-
story brick structure with slightly altered
wood-and-plate-glassstorefronts, a 16-bay
facade,anda woodencornice. Built at a cost
of $40,000and apparentlyfirst used as a
wholesale grocery store, the building has,
like othersadjacent,becomeintegratedinto
the commercial and financial district of
Downtown Providence.

340 Olney Read House 1842: A typical 2½-
story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,3-bay-
facadeGreek Revival house with paneled
cornerpilastersand a pedimented,recessed
entrance. Read was a coach and chaise
makerwith a shop on RichmondStreet,

362 William H. Hudson House 1835-36: A
typical 2½-story, pedimented-end-gable
roof, 3-bay-facade,Greek Revival house
with paneledcorner pilastersand a pedi
mentedentrance.Hudson,a carpenter,built
this houseand moved here from nearby
Ship Street. By the early 1840s, it belonged
to Rufus Greene, a shipping merchanton
South Main Street, who owned it asan in
vestment,He sold it to john W. Greene in
1866 for $6,000, and it remained in the
Greene family until 1927.

*372 George A. JenksHouseca. 1845: A well-
preservedand typical, 2½-story,pediment-
ed-end-gable-roof,3-bay-facadeGreek Re
vival house with paneledcorner pilasters.
Jenks was a prosperousmachinist whose
family occupied this house into the 20th
century.

*377 StantonB. Champlin House1869: A 2’/:-
story, bell-cast mansard-roofhousewith a

210



handsomemodllllon cornice andan unusu- flat roof ltallanatehousewIth wide, brack- 68 Henry Childs House1858: Henry Childs,
al, 3-tiered bay window, Champlin was a
provisions merchantwhen he moved into
this fine housefrom StewartStreet,Laterhe
became a successfuljewelry manufacturer
and moved to 36 Parkis Avenue q.v. in
1888.

*378 William H. DyerHouse1842 A 2½-story,
pedimented-end-gable-roof,3-bay facade
Greek Revival housenotable for its detail
ing. elaborateby Providencestandardsfor
GreekRevival dwellings. The 1-story, Ionic
entranceporch is particularly fine, and the
original front door, ornamentedwith carved
anthemion, remains, The windows are
capped with low pediments,an unusual
treatment,The pedimentedattic story is fin
ishedwith flushboard,a common treatment
for Greek Revival housesin much of New
England, but seldom seen in Providence.
This elaborationis not surprising, for Dyer
was a housewright;he built this and others
on speculation and sold this one to his
brotherGeorge in 1857.

*389. William H. Dyer Housesca. 1860: A pair
391 of 3-story Italianate townhouseswith wide,

bracketedeavesandconsole-supporteddoor
hoods.Built asinvestmentpropertyby Dyer,
a housewright,thesewereamongseveralhe
built and owned in the area see 378 Pine
Streetand60 Maple Street.

392 Charles W. Holbrook House 1869: A 3-
story, flat-roof Italianatehousewith corner
tower andwide, bracketedeaves.Built by a
manufacturer of textile machinery and
leather goods. it is one of the few, fine,
toweredItalianatehousesin Providence.

*4j3_ John B. Wood House1857:A 3-story,brick
417 Italianatedoublehousenotablefor its mon

umental bracketedporticoes with imagina
tive, almost Egyptoid, acanthus capitals.
It was the most expensivehouse in the
neighborhoodwhen erected,valued at over
$13,000.Wood was a jewelrymanufacturer.

*427 D. RussellBrown Houses1880:A matched
431 pair of 2½-story, mansard-roof houses:

number427 is closestto original condition
andhaspaneledwalls,coved cornices,pedi
mentedwindows,and ornateporches;these
areamongthemostelaboratehousesof their
period in Providence.Brown, a partner of
Brown Brothers & Co., a machinery and
mill-supply firm, served as governor of
Rhode Island from 1892 to 1895. He built
these houseson speculationwhile a Provi
dencecity councilman;in the 1890s, he was
involved in thedevelopmentof Washington
Park asa principal in the Home Investment
Co.

*428 Thompson-HawesHouse ca. 1863: A 3-
story, hip-roof Italianatehousenotable for
its rich detail, George S. Thompson, who
built the house,was an ornamentalcarpen
ter who lavishedhis skill on his own house
before selling it to Amos B, Hawes,a Provi
dencedentist, in 1869. This well-preserved
house has bold corner quoins. heavy,
molded capsover the windows,and broad,
bracketedeaves.

*430 GeorgeBourne House 11859: A 3-story,

eted eavesand a hood over the centeren
trance surmounted by an oriel window,
Bourn was a grocer at Richmondand Ship
Streets; he occupiedthis houseuntil 1888,
when he moved next door to number434
q.v. andrentedout this building.

*433 EsekTailman House1864: An end-gable-
roof GreekRevival cottagewith dentil trim,
this houseis interestingboth asa lateexam
ple of the Greek Revival and for its three,
largechimneysalongthewestside.Tallman,
a carpenter-builder,built this houseas his
residence and sold it to Mary S. Cole, a
widow, in 1877.

*434 GeorgeBourn House111859?,1888:A 2½-
story QueenAnnehousewith acorner turret
and an Italianate entrance.This appearsto
bean earlierhouse,heavilymodified, Bourn,
who hadlived nextdoorat number430 since
1859, moved here in 1888. Although its
original use is not known, this building has
always beenconnectedby a wing with num
ber 430. Bourn occupiednumber434 until
his death about1900,

*442 CalebC. GreeneHouseca. 1859:A typical,
2½-story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,3-
bay-facadeGreek Revival housewith pan
eled cornerpilastersanda heavymoldedcap
supported by consoles over the entrance.
Greene, a grocer at Hospital and South
Streets,first occupiedthehousein 1860; his
family remainedhere until the end of the
century.

*446 John CongdonHouseca. 1852: A typical,
2½-story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,3-
bay-facadeGreekRevival housenotablefor
its Gothickrearporch andits carriagehouse
with cupola.Congdon,a carpenter,occupied
the house until 1857, when he sold it to
Joshua Gray, a watchmaker and jeweler,
who lived hereuntil the 1890s.

*477 William H. Crins Houseca. 1850: A typi
cal, 2½-story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,
3-bay-facadeGreekRevival house,This was
occupied by Crins, president of Gorham
Manufacturing Co., before he built 24 Lin
den Street q.v. in 1882. He subsequently
rentedout number 477 until the early 20th
century, when it was converted into a 2-
family house,and the currentpair of doors
replacedthe original singleentrance.

498- Harold Gordon Service Station 1926: A
502 single-story,brick-and-stone-sheathedserv

ice station with a 2-story.conical-roof, hexa
gonal corner tower. This unusualbuilding is
important as an example of individualized
service-stationdesign; major oil companies
had begunto usestandardizedplansby this
time.

PITMAN STREET
55 JamesCoatsHouse1880: Stone& Carpen

ter, architects, An unusual, mansard-roof
cottage with flaring eaves, shed window
hoods,andsheddorrners,Coats,principal in
the major thread-manufacturingfirm Coats
& Clark, lived at 77 Williams Street q.v.
and built this as an investment,

architect, A small, cross-gable-roof,L-plan,
vaguely Gothic cottageornê with all of its
original features including a scroll-saw-
ornamentedfront veranda, 6-over-6 sash,
exterior blinds, and elaborate scroll saw
bargeboardsin the gable.An alteredboard-
and-batten barn still stands behind the
houseon GanoStreet;it is a rare survivorof
a once-commontype, as is the picket fence
which surrounds the property. Childs
1823-1882, a principal in Carpenter &
Childs, was an important builder-architect
in Providence:he was involved in the con
struction - andpossiblythedesign- of the
Henry Lippitt House II at 199 Hope Street
q.v., built while Childs lived here,and he
servedon theprofessionaladvisorycommit
teefor theselectionof thedesignfor thenew
City Hall see25 DorranceStreet.His career
deservesfurtherstudy. Childs movedto 21
PlanetStreetin 1865.

76 John D. Willey Houseca. 1845: A typical,
2½-story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,3-
bay-facade Greek Revival house. It is a
well-preserved example of the standard
Greek Revival Providence house. The
earliest known ownerwas John D. Willey, a
stucco worker, who owned the house in
1854.

*210 ConstanceWitherby Park 1929: A small,
informally landscapedpark containing a
bronzestatueon a stoneplinth, the Spirit of
Yooth 1933; Gail ShermanCorbett, sculp
tor. Mr. and Mrs. S. Foster Hunt gave the
park to the city in 1929 in memoryof Mrs.
Hunt’s daughter, Constance Witherby
1913-1929.

PLAIN STREET
111 Fifth District Police Headquarters1886:

A plain, 3½-story, brick-and-granite,
hip-roof building now used for offices. It
housedtheSouthProvidenceprecthctpolice
station until 1947.

PLAINFIELD STREET
474 Plainfield Street Fire Station ca. 1885: A

2-story, low-hip-roof, Queen Anne style
building with long, narrow windows orna
mented with multi-paned transom lights.
Handsomedecorative features include the
shingle band betweenthe first and second
floors and the octagonal corner turret
surmounted by an open, spindlework,
conical-roof belfry. The building was
deaccessionedby the city in 1950 and con
vertedto commercialuse.

569 Alverson Farm ca. 1810: A 2½-story,
5-bay-facade,center-hall-planFederalhouse
with 2 end-wallchimneys.The large,2-story
eli at the rear is probably a later addition,
The portico, front door, andcentralwindow
on the2nd floor are20th centuryalterations.
A standard early 19th-centuryhouse, this
farmhousestood on a largeparcelextending
north from Plainfield Street.

PLEASANT STREET
38 JohnJ. BrennanHouse1851-52:A typical

pedimented-end-gable-roof,side-hall-plan
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Greek Revival cottage. The front bay
window replacing two sashwindows was
probably added in the late 19th century.
Brennanwas an engraver.

44 Thomas Goodrum House 1846-47: A
large, 2½-story, pedimented-end-gable
roof, 3-bay-facade,Greek Revival house
with an Italianate entrancehood borne by
elaborateconsoles.Goodrumwasemployed
at the Allen Print Works see 27 Dryden
Lane.

74 Patrick Prior Houseca. 1887: A 2½-story,
end-gable-roof, 2-family house with pat
ternedgable shingling; the house is notable
for its almost-Moorish front porch with
horseshoearches and circles beneath a
spindleworkfrieze. Prior owneda saloonon
North Main Street,

171 Mclntosh-Tattersall House 1873: A 2’/1-
story, mansard-roofhousewith an elaborate
porch and window trim. Duncan D.
Mcintosh,a carpenter,sold this houseprob
ably unfinished in 1873 to John Tattersall,
a boot and shoedealer, Mcintoshprobably
had to sell this property to liquidate his
assetsas a resultof the Panicof 1873. Tatter-
sail did not live hereuntil 1876.

PLEASANT VALLEY PARKWAY
Createdjust after the turn of the 20th cen
tury when civic improvementsof the "City
Beautiful" movementguided Providence’s
planning and landscaping,PleasantValley
Parkway was conceived as a rambling,
picturesque boulevard - similar to the
recently completed Blackstone Boulevard
q.v. - with a roadwayon either side of a
stream that flowed southwest from Acad
emy Avenueto PromenadeStreetand into
theWoonasquatucketRiver.As realized,the
boulevardportion extends from Academy
Avenueonly to ConventStreet,though the
nameservesfor a longer road,

95 Coca Cola Bottling CompanyPlant1939:
Designedby theAtlanta architecturalfirm of
Robert and Company - retainedby Coca
Cola for its bottling plants - this brick-
sheathed,steel-framebuilding replacedan
earlier wood-frame facility at 477 Smith
Streetq.v.. A 2-story block at the front of
the structurecontainsoffice space;the bot
tling facilities and warehouseoccupy the
remaining interior space. The office block
hasa 3-bay facadewith a center entrance
and fenestration connected vertically by
concretespandrelsdecoratedwith stylized
versionsof Coke bottles. Horizontal bands
of casementwindows illuminate themanu
facturing areas, Contemporary with this
structure,Coca Cola also built a handsome
pier-and-spandrel,reinforced concrete,Art
Deco-influenced garage nearby on Valley
Streetanda reinforcedconcrete,horizontal
ly bandedgarage built in 1941 on West-
park Street. This plant, with others like it
constructedbetween 1927 and 1949, was
built from one of a seriesof planssanctioned
by the company’scommitteeon standards,
which approveddesigns of all Coca Cola
products, including its buildings.

665 Anthony Gizzarelli House 1947-48: D,

ThomasRussillo, architect, A brick, 2-story,
hip-roof neo-Georgianhouse with a pilas
tered exterior chimney, a bowed entrance
porch, and a large, multiple-pane bow
window, It is typical of the larger single-
family housesbuilt in this neighborhood
after World War II, Gizzarelli, a plumber,
was presidentof the Commercial Finding
and Slitting Co. Inc.

PLENTY STREET
80 Dyer-BournHouseca. 1800: remodeledca.

1854 and 1863: A square, 2½-story,
mansard-roofdwelling with a bracketed,
full-width front porch. Built as a summer
houseby BenjaminDyer afterhis 1797 pur
chaseof a large tract of land, the structure
servedas the residenceof Providencemer
chant andcotton manufacturerWilliam Val
entine from 1832 to 1837, The next owner,
David Sisson,sold theestateto themanufac
turing jeweler ChristopherC. Potterin 1854.
Potter probably added the front veranda
before losing the house through a fore
closure action. The next resident,Augustus
0. Bourn, was a rubbergoods manufacturer
who took over his father’sbusinessin 1859,
the same year he moved here. In 1864,
Bourn foundedthe National Rubber Com
panyin Bristol, andin 1874 hemovedthere;
he later served as governor of the state
1863-1885.A mansardroof and new exte
rior and interior trim, designedby Prov
idencearchitectClifton A. Hall, wereadded
afteran 1863 fire. The houseoriginally stood
in the center of a large estate located on
Elmwood Avenue between Peace and
Plenty Streets; it was moved to its present
site between1908 and 1918.

POCASSET AVENUE
33 William RandallHouseca. 1855: A plain,

center chimney, flank-gable-roof, 5-bay-
facade,center-hall-plan,GreekRevival cot
tage. This handsome,well-preservedhouse
with a later side porch is typical of the
modest, mid-century housesbuilt in this
areanearOlneyville when it wasfirst settled,
Built by William Randall, the dwelling re
mainedin his family until 1899.

79 Jacob Mott House ca. 1876: A long,
narrow, 2½-story,deck-on-hiproof, Italian-
ate housewith bracketedeaves,a modillion
entranceporch, gabled dormers, and a tri
partite, pedimentedwindow on the1st floor
facade,In the late 1880sandearly ‘90s, this
tall, elegant,elaboratelydetailedhousewas
the suburbanresidenceof Lewis j, Pierce,a
jewelry manufacturerwho died in 18?5.

84 EdwardL. Angell Houseca. 1880:A steep-
pitched-gable-roof. 3-bay-facade cottage
with a high eavesline, tall windows with
caps,and elaborate,gabled, modern Gothic
vestibule,

92 A.B. Irons House ca. 1860: A 2½-story,
end-gable-roof,3-bay-facade,side-hall-plan
[talianatehousewith bracketedeaves,win
dow caps, round-arch gable-end windows,
and a deeply recesseddoor with transom
light under a bracketedhood on elaborate
consoles, The side porch and the shingle
claddingare later additions,

POINT STREET
Point StreetBridge1926-27:BostonBridge
Works, builders, A bridge replacing ferry
boats was first built acrossthe Providence
River at this site in 1872. In 1907, a new and
wider bridge took the placeof the original
one and this, in turn, was replaced by the
present structure, Now a fixed span, this
1.200 ton, 284-foot-long, 60-foot-wide
bridge was erectedasan electrically-driven,
steel-truss,swing bridge. It was built by the
Boston BridgeWorks with steel rolled at the
Phoenix Ironworks, Pottstown, Penn
sylvania.The bridge cost over $550,000.

‘69 Davol Rubber Company Complex, now
Davol Square 1880, 1884-89, et seq.;
1980-82: A 6-building industrial complex
comprising2-, 3-, and4-storybuildings with
flat roofs, The earliest of these, the 4-story
SimmonsBuilding, waserectedat thesouth
west corner of Eddy and Point Streets in
1680 to house the rubber manufacturing
companyestablishedasthe Davol Manufac
turing Companyin 1878. Although theman
ufacture of rubbergoods such as bootsand
shoeswas well establishedin this countryby
that time andtherewereseveralsuchmanu
facturers in Providence, Davol introduced
new processesfor the production of drug
and surgical supplies.By 1884, thefirm was
the international leader in the field, The
main complex - at the northeastcorner of
Point and Eddy Streets- was built during
the last 20 years of the 19th century. The
1864-89group facing PointStreetpresentsa
symmetricalfacade,The companyexpanded
considerablyin the 20th centuryand reor
ganizedas Davol, incorporatedin 1932, It
built an additionalplant in Cranstonin 1977
and movedthis plant’s operationsto a mod
ern factory in North Carolina thesameyear.
The complexwas rehabilitatedby RobertP.
Freemanof theMarathonDevelopmentCor
porationin 1980-82on a limited-partnership
basis;architectsfor the project were Beck
man, Blydenburgh & Associates. This
mixed-use complex opened in 1982 and
includes retail shopping. restaurants,and
professionaloffices,

118 Barstow Stove Company1849 et seq.: A
3½-story,monitor-roof, brick building with
granite window lintels and a corbel brick
cornice, Amos Chafee Barstow established
theBarstowStoveCompanyin 1836 for the
production of coal and wood stoves. The
company complex expandedconsiderably
during the 1850s and 1660s, but only a
4½-story brick building with a jerkinhead
gable roof ca. 1655 and a later, 3-story,
brick, flat-roof structurenow remain in addi
tion to the original structure,The company
incorporatedin 1859, when it employed 200
workersand produced50 different kinds of
stovesand furnaces,Under theleadershipof
Amos C. Barstow, Jr.. thecompanyacquired
the Spicer Stove Company, a local com
petitor, making Barstow the only stove
foundry in Providenceand the largest in
New England.The companymanufactured
gasstovesexclusivelyby the I 920sand went
out of businessin 1930,

f 167 Coro CompanyBuilding 1929,1947:Frank
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S. Perry, architect, Set on a high basement,
the originai section of this complex is a
3-story, reinforced-concrete, pier-and-
spandrel structure with expansive metal-
frame windows, a decoratedparapet,and a
flat roof, This building hasa U plan and sits
well back from Point Streetbehind an iron
picket fence; the main entranceis within a
court formed by the arms of the "U." The
addition, to the northwest of the original
block, is a 4- and 5-story pier-and-spandrel
block similar in form to but simpler in detail
than theoriginal block.The Coro Company,
foundedas Cohn and Rosenburgerin New
York, establisheda Providencebranchat 32
ChestnutStreet q,v. in 1911. Having out
grown its rented quarters, the company
movedto its newly completedplant in 1929,
The firm was the largestProvidencemanu
facturerof costumejewelry in the 1950s and
I960s and by 1964 operatedtwo additional
plants, in Olneyviiie and Bristol. The com
pany became a subsidiaryof Richton In
ternationalCorporationin 1970, andin 1979
Richton closedthis plant.

297 John FreebornHouseca. 1882: A shingle-
and-clapboard. 2½-story, mansard-roof
housewith an Eastiake-derivedporch, pat
terned wail shingling, diagonally oriented
corner bay window, patterned-slateroof,
dentii cornices, and belt courses. This
massive,squarehouseis highly picturesque,
incorporatingelementsof severalstylescur
rent in theearly I 880s, Although Freeborn,a
mason, owned this house until 1905, he
lived primarily in Newport.

309 Benjamin Bogman House 1854: A 2½-
story, end-gable-roof,Greek Revival house
with a deep entablature,corner pilasters,
andItalianatedoor hood,Bogman wasa sur
veyor of lumber when he built this house.

PONACANSETT AVENUE
18 John WatermanHouse,later Merino Mill

Superintendent’s House ca. 1796, ex
tensively altered Ca. 193W: A large, 2½-

story, gambrel-roof,5-bay-facade,stuccoed-
fieldstonedwelling. Very little original exte
rior detailing survives,andthefour end-wail
chimneys have been removed above the
roofline, it was probably built by John
Waterman,who erected the nearbyMemo
Mills in 1812. in the I850s, this housewas
occupiedby CM. Franklin of the Franklin
Manufacturing Co,, then-owner of the
Memoplant. in thelate 19th andearly 20th
centuries, the housewas used as the resi
dence for the superintendentof the Joslin
Mfg. Co., then operatingthe mill.

t61 Merino Mills 1851 etseq.:The 1651 build
ing is a 3-story, T-shape, cross-gable-roof,
stuccoed stone buiiding with regularly
spacedfenestrationand a woodenbelfry at
the roof crossing. Later additions are also
stuccoedstone,but havemansardroofs. One
of theearliestmills in or nearOlneyville, the
Merino Miii was establishedin 1812 by John
Waterman to produce merino cloth, fine
woolen goods from the wool of merino
sheep.The original mill burned in 1841 and
was rebuilt in 1851 by the Franklin Manu
facturingCompanyto producecotton cloth,
Franklin Manufacturing operated the mill

for over 40 years; then the Joslin Manu
facturing Company purchasedthe facility
andproducedlacesandbraidshere,William
Joslin owned four other mills, including the
Dyervilie Mull at 610 MantonAvenueq.v.,
andcontinuedoperationsat Merino into the
1930s, The 21/:-story, wooden dwellings
acrossthestreetwerebuilt as mill housing in
thelate 19th century.

POTTERS AVENUE
174 Ansel L. Sweet House1879: A 1½-story,

cross-gable-roofhousewith a modiillion cor
nice andbay windows flanking theentrance
with ornate hood on scrolled consoles,
Sweet was a partner in Sweet, Fletcher &
Co., jewelry manufacturers,

272- Powder HousePiat Houses1888-89: See
303 13-53 GladstoneStreet,GeorgeA. Youiden

Plat Number Two Houses1894: See 12-52
GienhamStreet.

450 Elmwood Garage 1907: Adolph Suck &
Co. Boston,engineersandarchitects,Nota
ble as one of the first commercialgaragesin
Providence,this broad-fronted,reinforced-
concretestructureis a large, 1-story garage
fronted by a 2-story office block, Advertised
at thetime of its openingas RhodeIsland’s
first fireproof garage,it was designedby the
Boston firm of Adolph Suck Adolph Suck,
engineer,andHenry Suck,Jr.,architect,one
of thepioneersof reinforced-concretedesign
in New England.Constructedfor the Crane
Automobile & GarageCo. - a partnership
formed by William J. BraitschandHarold C.
Crane - the building was designed for
automobile storage, rental, and repair, and
also contained the exclusive Rhode island
dealership for the Atlas Motor Car. The
structureis now usedby SpecialtyPipe and
Fitting, Inc.

542 Church of the Epiphany 1879-81: De
signed by StephenC. Earle, this unpre
tentious, parish-church-type, modern
Gothic edifice now clad in aluminum
siding was built for an Episcopal church
founded in 1875 as an outgrowthof a mis
sion dating to 1868, An organ alcove was
erected on the east side in 1885, parish
rooms wereaddedon the westin 1886, and
thechurchwas extendedtoward thestreetin
1889-90, The interior was entirely re
furnished in 1939-40.but the original scis
sors-truss-with-wing-postroof construction
and dark-stained, narrow-board ceiling
remain. In 1912-13, a stone parish house
designedby J. Howard Adamsof Providence
was constructedbehind the churchproper.

552 ThomasHope Houseca. 1860: Oneof the
better of Eimwood’s end-gabie-roofGreek
Revival houses,this vernacularcottagewith
cornice returns is neverthelessmodest in
size. Its unusually wide cornerboardsand
plain-framed, recesseddoorwayare merely
suggestiveof the pilaster and entablature
treatment seen in more fully developed
examples, The house stands on property
given by Anson Potterin 1859 to his daugh
ter Elizabeth,wife of manufacturingjeweler
ThomasHope.

572 James M. Johnson House ca. 1861: A

modest, 2-story, L-plan Itaiianatedwelling
with a low hip roof, wide, projecting eaves,
and a delicate porch with openwork sup
ports. Johnsonwas a stairbuilder.

626 Parish School, Churchof theAssumption
1925-26:A 2-story,brick structuretypical of
parishschoolsbuilt by the Roman Catholic
Church in the 1920s, The churchis located
nearby - but not adjacent - at 805-807
PottersAvenueq.v..

805- Churchof the Assumptionof the Blessed
807 Virgin Mary 1910-12: Murphy, Hindle &

Wright, architects,A twin-towered, yellow
brick structurebuilt in the style of English
PerpendicularGothic. The church was the
home for a largely Irish-immigrant parish
establishedin 1871. Until thecompletion of
this building, serviceswere held in a clap
board,GothicRevival buildingerectedat the
time the parish was organized. Murphy,
Hindle & Wright designed most of the
Roman Catholic churchesin the city in the
late 19th and early 20th centuries, Other
buildings in the area associatedwith this
parishchurchincludea conventat 527 Dex
ter Streetq.v. and theschoolat 626 Potters
Avenueq,v..

819 Henry B. Bennett Houseca. 1872-75:An
end-gable-roof, bracketed cottage with a
hoodedentrance and bay window on the
facade; its narrow bargeboardsare intri
catelycut. Bennett,a contractor,built this as
an investment;he neverlived here,

POWER STREET
Like Meeting Street q.v, to the north,
PowerStreetwas oneof theoriginal roadsin
Roger Williams’s settlement, it was estab
lished in 1638 to connectThe Towne Street
- now South Main Street - with Hope
Street to the east. After revisions to its
boundaries in 1738, it became known as
Power’sLand, namedafterthefamily whose
original houselot boundedit to thesouth.By
1823, the street had been extendedeast to
GovernorStreet, and by 1850 it ran as far
east as theSeekonkRiver,

33 MarsdenPerry Carriage House ca. 1902:
Stone, Carpenter& Wilison, architects.Set
into the hillside on a cobblestonecourtyard
surroundedby massive brownstone wails
topped by a handsomefence, this large,
1½-story, brick, building has a prominent
cupola atop the roof. Built in the Colonial
Revival style for Perry, who lived nearbyat
52 Power Streetqv., thebuilding hasbeen
convertedto residentialuse.

92 John Brown House1786-88, 1902: Joseph
Brown, architect; Stone, Carpenter& Will-
son, architectsfor alterations.Architectur
ally and historically one of the state’sout
standingbuildingsandnow maintainedasa
museum by the Rhode Island Historical
Society. the John Brown House is a large,
square,3-story, brick house with brown
stone trim and a balustradeddeck-on-hip
roof, The 5-bay facadehas a slightly pro
jected, pedimented entrancepavilion; belt
coursesseparateeachof the stories, and a
boldly scaledmodilllion cornice accentsthe
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roolline. The entrance,rebuiit in the Coio- Rush,Aiien, Tlliinghast & Phlillps; active In frieze, the bandedtreatmentof the window
nial Revival style, is shelteredby a Doric
porch with an elaboratebalustrade;a Pal
ladian window set within a segmentalre
lieving arch is centeredabove theentrance.
The sidesof the main block are 4 baysdeep;
on thewestside,a secondary- andoriginal
- entranceis placed betweenthe 2nd and
3rd baysof the 1st story. A largeeli addition
is on the north side of the house, In the
interior, a broad centralhallway flanked by
two rooms on eachside runsthedepthof the
main block; a 2-run staircaseascendsfrom
the rear of thehail, The magnificent interior
woodwork is intact, Furnishings include
important examples of 18th- and early
19th-century pieces, including a number
made in Providence and Newport. The
housesitson a terraceoverlookingextensive
groundssurroundedby a handsomefence;
an imposing brownstonegate opposite the
front doorprovidesentranceto theproperty.
The first of the large,3-story Federalman
sions built in the area see also 357 Benefit
Street, 66 Power Street, and 66 Williams
Street,theJohnBrown Houseis stylistically
a mid-Georgiandesignrelatedto thework of
James Gibbs and other mid-l8th-century
English architects,The housewas built for
themost commerciallyaggressiveof thefour
famous Brown brothers, John Brown
1736-1803,an ardentpatriot involved in
the GaspeeAffair, which drew the first
blood in the American Revolution, Follow
ing the Revolution,Brown enteredthe East
India trade, and his ship, the George Wash
iogton, wasone of the first American vessels
to sail Chinese waters, Describedby John
Quincy Adamsas"the most magnificentand
elegantprivate mansionI haveeverseenon
this continent,"the housecamedownin the
Brown, ives, and Gammell families until
1902, when Marsdenj. Perry 1850-1935
bought it. Perry, who owned the Nar
ragansettElectric Co. and the city’s trolley
system, had previously lived at 2 George
Street q.v.. Perry commissioned Stone,
Carpenter & Willson who had just
completedtheUnion Trust CompanyBuild
ing at 62 DorranceStreet[q.v. for Perry to
remodel the house:thesealterationsinclude
the entrance, decorative plaster ceilings.
replacementof the manteland other trim in
the northwest room, removal of the short
hail from the main hail to the garden
entranceon the westside, and theinstalla
tion of handsome,elaborately tiled bath
rooms, Since1941, thebuilding hasbeen the
homeof theRhodeisland HistoricalSociety
see68 WatermanStreet, a gift to theSoci
ety from John Brown’s great-great-grand
nephew John Nicholas Brown 1900-79,
who had abiding interests in architectural
history and historic preservation.

$5 Rush SturgesHouse, now the President’s
House,Brown University 1922: William T,
Aldrich, architect. A very sophisticated.
flemish-bond-brick,GeorgianRevival house
with a 3-story, 3-bay main block flankedby
2-story, 2-bay wings; all 3 units have buff
stonecornicesand parapetsconcealingflat
roofs, The main block has a centerentrance
with an elaboratefanlight doorway.Sturges
1879-1967 was a lawyer with the firm

the Republicanparty, heservedascity coun
cilman andalderman.In 1949, theSturgeses
transferredto Brown this property, involv
ing a substantial donation, in memory of
Mrs. Sturges’s father, Rowland Gibson
Hazard, classof 1876. They then moved to
47 ManningStreetq.v.

66 ThomasPoynton ives House1806: Caleb
Ormsbee,builder, Seton a terracebehinda
high retaining wall and fence, this is a large.
square, 3-story, brick Federalhousewith a
low hip roof, eavesbalustrade,and modil
lion cornice, The 5-bay facadehas a Corin
thian semicircular-plan porch and center
entrancewith a Colonial Revival elliptical-
fanlight doorway.A large,semicircularbay
on the east side of the building, originally
only 1 story high, now extends the full
heightof the building. The househasa cen
ter-hail, 4-room plan, and the particularly
fine curving staircaseat the rear of thehail
rises freestanding between the 2nd and
3rd stories. Similar in format to the John
Brown Houseat 52 Power Streetq.v., the
Ives Houseclearly shows the emergenceof
the Federalstyle in the 20 yearsfollowing
the constructionof the more robustly de
tailed Brown House:thewall surfaceis flat
ter, with belt coursesand the central ped
imentedpavilion eliminatedhere;thedetail
is more delicate;and trim is marble rather
than brownstone, it calls to mind some of
the contemporarydwellings of Salem,Mas
sachusetts,though family tradition main
tains that theplansweresentfrom England.
lves 1769-1835, born in Revere, Mas
sachusetts,came to Providenceas a youth
andapprenticedto Nicholas Brown, In 1792,
he marriedBrown’s daughterHope; hesub
sequentlybecamea partnerin his father-in-
law’s firm, later to becomeBrown & Ives, a
firm still in existence in 1985. The house
descendedthrough the Ives and Goddard
families,

80 John Caider House ca, 1827: A 2½-story
Federalhousewith end-wall chimneysanda
4-bay facade, The pedimented doorway
with a transomlight andpilasterscamefrom
the Tillinghast House 1767 at 403 South
Main Street, Calder was a pewterer and
coppersmith.This house was moved from
CharlesField Streetin 1949 at thetime of the
construction of Brown University’s Wriston
Quadrangleq.vj; its ample front yard is
atypical, a 20th-century aesthetic notion:
these modest Federalhouseswere usually
built at the sidewalk line,

81 CalebEarleHouse 1808: A 2½-story Fed
eral housewith a centerchimneyand 4-bay
facade, The pedimented doorway has a
semicircular fanlight and pilasters. Earle, a
lumberman, sat in the General Assembly
and servedas lieutenantgovernorof Rhode
island 1821-24. This house was moved
from 31 BenevolentStreet.

127 Townsend-CadyHouse1839: A standard,
2½-story, pedimented-end-gabie-roof,
3-bay-facadeGreek Revival housewith an
Ionic entranceporticoanda thermalwindow
in the gable end, This window, the narrow

architraves, and the trap-door monitor
windows in the attic are all characteristicof
early Greek Revival work, and 1839 is the
beginning of the broad popularity of the
style in Providence, A 2-story, flat-roof,
library wing with a large, semi-octagonal
bay window was added to the east side of
the house in the later 19th century.John A.
Townsend,a painter, moved to 133 Power
Streetq.v. afterSchubaeiCady, a seacap
tain and ship owner, bought the house in
1847, He left it to his son, John Hamlin
Cady. il-I. Cady’s threesons includedJohn
Hutchins Cady 1881-1967, an architect
important for his restorationactivities and
long involvement in city planningissues,He
wasalso a historian and authorof The Civic
and Architectural Deoeloprnent of Providence
1957, The house remainedin Cady family
ownershipuntil 1974.

fl33 John A. Townsend House 1848: A typi
cal, 2½-story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,
3-bay-facadeGreek Revival housewith an
ionic entranceporch. Townsend,a painter,
lived here from 1848 until 1853, when he
moved to John Street,

935 Samuel Billings House 1826: A smaller-
than-average, 3-bay-facade, 2½-story,
monitor-on-hip-rooflate Federalhousewith
a side-hall entranceunder a leadedtransom
light and traheatedcap on small consoles,
Extensive additions stand on the east and
south. Billings was a tobacconist.

140 Thomas Aldrich House 1800-05: An
asymmetrical,4-bay-facade,2½-story Fed
eral house with a large central brick
chimney. The off-center, pedimented
entrance has a semicircular fanlight and
pilasters.Aldrich, a painter, sold this house
soon after its completion. Sarah Helen
Whitman was amongthe mid-I9th-century
residents heresee 88 Benefit Street. This
housewas moved herefrom 39 Benevolent
Streetin 1950, at thetimeof the construction
of Brown University’s Wriston Quadrangle
q.v..

144 Henry Tingley Houseca. 1840: A typical.
2½-story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,
3-bay-facade,Greek Revival housewith a
recessedentrance, Built by a member of
Providence’sprominent early 19th-century
stone-carvingfamily, this houseoriginally
stood at 44 BenevolentStreet;it was moved
to this location in 1950 at the time of the
constructionof Brown University’s Wriston
Quadrangleq.v. by George E, Downing,
professorof art history at Brown, and his
wife, Antoinette F, Downing, an authority
on Rhode Island architectureand a local,
state, and national leader of the historic
preservationmovement.

*154 Greene-Fenner-DyerHouse 1822: John
Holden Greene, architect, An unusual
2’/:-story late Federalhousewith a monitor
on-hip roof surmountedby a large,square
cupola, Originally, the roof and monitor
were cappedwith balustrades.The 3-bay
facadeis framed by heavy quoinsand hasa
center entrancewith an elliptical fanlight.
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sidelights. and pilasters set within a full-
width, 1-story porch. All windows on the
facadeare tripartite, similar in form to the
lower part of a Palladianwindow. Erected
by noted architect/builder John Holden
Greene as his residence- he movedhere
from 33 ThayerStreet q.v. - the house
was later the homeof JamesFenner,gover
nor of Rhode Island 1807-11, 1824-31,
1843-45. Elisha Dyer, governor of Rhode
Island from 1857 to 1859, and Elisha Dyer,
Jr., governor from 1897 to 1900, later lived
here. It originally stood one lot to the east;
Bryant Collegemovedthe houseto its pres
ent location in the 1950s to build the brick
dormitory that standson thehouse’soriginal
site,

‘151 John OrmsbeeHouseca. 1874:A 2½-story
housewith a 3-bay facadeand a high hip
roof with crossgables;an elaboratepierced-
work bargeboardtrims the facade’s cross
gable. The side-hall entrance has a col
umned exterior vestibule, Ormsbeewas a
coal merchant.

*]55 John 6. Potter House 184W: A 2½story,
pedimented-end-gable-roof, 3-bay-facade
GreekRevival housewith a handsomelater
porch across the front with pierced-work,
trellis-like supports.Potter was a jeweler.

James Burrough House 1818: A fine,
2½-story, monitor-on-hip-roof, 3-bay-
facadeFederalhousewith a large lateral eli
with a porch and secondaryentrance.The
main entrance has a trabeated, console-
supported molded architraveand a leaded
"Gothick" transomlight. The houseis unu
sual in that its roof monitor is quite low and
thehousehasa centralchimneystack rather
than end-wail chimneyslike mosthousesof
this type. Burrough was an officer at the
Custom House; his family owned several
housesnearby: 110 Benevolent, 6 Cooke,
and184 PowerStreetsq.v.. Membersof the
family lived here until 1922.

163- Cideon Curnett House 1856: A 3-story
165 itaiianate housewith a low hip roof and

wide eaves.The 3-bayfacadeis framedwith
quoins, andthewindowshavemolded caps;
the side-hall entranceis a small, pilaster-
framed vestibule, A porch runs along the
west sideof thehouse.Gurnett was a mer
chant tailor.

167 John B. Earle and JosiahSimmonsHouse
1841: A 2½-story,late Federalhousewith a
S-bay facade and center entrance with a
Tuscan-columnportico. Earle and Simmons
were masonsand evidently built this dwell
ing on speculation; upon completing the
construction, Earle sold his interest in the
property to Simmons, The housechanged
handsseveraltimesin the 1840s; from 1849
to 1897 it was the home of Benjamin N.
Lapham, an attorney; his heirs built the
Lapham Building at 158-172 Mathewson
Streetq.vj.

169 SamuelGerald HouseII ca. 1844: A 2½-
story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,3-bay-
facadeGreek Revival housewith bracketed
cornice trim, probably a later addition, and

an ionic portico. Gerald was a housecar
penter; hebuilt this housein about1844 and
movedherefrom his previousresidencenext
door seenumber171.

171 Samuel GeraldHouse11828:A 2½-story
late Federalhousewith a 4-bay facade; the
entrance is shelteredby a simple portico
with turned posts.Gerald,a carpenter,later
built and movedto the GreekRevival house
next door.at 169 Power q.v..

184 George A. Burrough House ca. 1833: An
early, pedimented-end-gable-roof, 2½-
story, 3-bay-facade house with a Doric
portico. The lack of an entablatureand the
closeness of the tops of the 2nd-story
windows to the baseof the gable pediment
areindicatorsof its earlydate, Burroughwas
a merchant,

225 William H. Pope House Ca. 1770: A
1½-story,gambrel-roof 18th-centurydwell
ing with later fenestrationand a doorhood,
Pope, a cotton manufacturerwho lived at 11
Young Orchard Avenue q.v., moved this
house here in 1883 as an investment
property.

PRAIRIE AVENUE

281 Oscar N. Bender House1889: A 2-story,
clapboard- and-shingle, cross-gable-roof
QueenAnne housenotablefor a handsome
spindlework veranda,gable timbering, and
copper roof’cresting. This small but hand
some dwelling was built by a manufacturer
of cablesupportsand hangers.

364 St. Paul’s Methodist-Episcopal Church,
The Sonsof AbrahamSynagogue,now Mt.
Calvary Church 1888, 1938, 1967: A red-
brick, High Victorian Gothicchurchbuilt in
1888 and remodeledas a synagogueto its
presentneoclassicalappearanceby Dmitri &
Dmitri, architects,Since1967 it hashouseda
black Protestantcongregation.the Mt, Cal
vary Churchof theDeliverance.The various
componentsof this building reflect the
changes in South Providence’s ethnic
composition.

445 South Providence Branch, Providence
Public Library 193W: Howe & Church,
architects.A 1-story,brick, GeorgianRevival
structureset on a high basementand turned
gableend to the street,The Palladian-motif
entranceis within a projecting,gabledpavil
ion on the long, flank side of the building.
This wasbuilt as part of a campaignbegunin
the mid-1920s to build branch libraries
around the city in addition to the central
library at 150 Empire Street q.v.. Others
standat 31 CandaceStreet,708 Hope Street,
and 233 Veazie Streetq.v..

546 United Electric Railways Car Barn ca.
1900: A 1-story brick building with pier-
and-panel walls, corbel cornice, and a flat
roof. Built for the servicing and storageof
trolley cars, this building replacedthe origi
nal South Providencecar barns.established
on this site in 1865. That structure was
identical to one built at thesametime at 333
Bucklin Streetq.v.. This building provided
larger and more modern facilities for the
trolleys following their electrification.

PRATT STREET

15- Albert C. Angel! House 1852: This 2½-
17 story Italianate house has boldly scaled

detail, most notably a heavy, console-sup
ported and finial-trimmed pedimented
entrancehood and oversizefront windows,
Angeli was a clerk at the Eagle ScrewCo,
nearbysee 530 North Main Street.

30 StephenR. Weeden House ca. 1845: A
5-bay-facade,Greek Revival cottage with
trabeatedentrancearchitrave;it exemplifies
a type built commonly in villages and on
farms but seldom in Providence.Weeden
owned a stationery andbookstoreon West
minster Street, -

PRESIDENT AVENUE

99 Donald E. Jackson House1912: A large,
2½-story,shingle, flank-gambrel-roofhouse

with two levels of shed dormers in the
2-story gambrel roof and a wide entrance
shelteredby a flat-roof porch with exposed
rafters supportedon Tuscancolumns,Jack
son was a real estatedeveloperwho owned
a largenumberof apartmentbuildingsand
2-family houseson theEastSide in theearly
20th century.In 1935, he movedhis family
to 66 CookeStreetq.v..

166 JosephB. Mcintyre House 1912: A large
and elaborate 2½-story, brick, gabled-hip-
roof, Colonial Revival housewith splayed
lintels; two barrel-roof, dormers connected
by a shed-roofdormer. all with ornamental
upper sashand foliated plasterrelief; and
monumental Ionic portico surmountedby a
semicircular bay window at the 2nd floor.
McIntyre 1873-1943 was employed at J,P,
Coats & Co, when he built this house;he
later served as president of the Hope
Webbing Co.

234 O’Connor Apartments 1917: Martin &
242 Hall, architects.A large,rambling,3½-story,

brick, hip-and-gable-roof,GeorgianRevival
apartmenthouse with modillion cornices
and pedimentswith bull’s-eye windows,
Elizabeth O’Connor built this as an invest
ment,

272 JesseW. ColemanHouse1894: EdwardI.
Nickerson,architect.A small,well-detailed,
clapboard-and-shingle, end-gable-roof
QueenAnne cottage with elaborategable
shingling, a conical-roof dormer, and hand
some spindlework front porch. Coleman
was a clerk in the Departmentof Public
Works.

PRESTON STREET
81 Ellery Millard House ca. 1861: A

21/3-story, end-gable-roof, 3-bay-facade,
side-hall-planhousewith late GreekRevival
detail, This is a good unalteredexampleof
typical mid-l9th-century working-class
housing.Fox Pointwasan Irishneighborhood
when this and other houseson Preston
Streetwere built; therest havebeen altered.
Millard, a mason,lived on Williams Street
and rentedout this housefor several years.
His son William Eliery Millard, who wasalso
a mason and had been living at home,
movedherein 1865.
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PRINCETON AVENUE nor clad in brick to thesills of the2nd-story Revival front porchanda column-screened,

Princeton Avenue was platted in two
sections:theeasternblock in 1857 by Walter
S. Burgesand Walter W. Updike; the west
ern, in 1866 as part of the Eagle Nursery
Plat, The first house on the street, number
27, appearedabout1858, but it stoodin iso
lation until after 1875, Rapid development
occurredbetween1885 and 1905, lining the
street with some of the finest QueenAnne
and Colonial Revival housesin the city.

I Charles L. Kettlety House ca. 1895: A
large, 2½-story, Queen Anne/Colonial
Revival house with a high hip roof, large
gableddormers,and a prominent,octagonal
corner tower. Kettlety wasa principal in the
jewelry manufacturing firm Marden &
Ketteity. Both partnersbuilt new housesin
this neighborhoodat the same time, and
they shareda carriagehouseat 451/ Marl
boroughAvenue,Marden’shousestandsat
677 BroadStreet.

*35 Anthony B. Day House ca. 1885: A fine
and handsome Queen Anne house 2½-
stories high with an L plan and cross-gable
roof, The first owner was a partner in
Thurber & Burns, a jewelry manufacturing
concernon Eddy Street.

49 Joseph C. Birch House ca. 1885: An
elaborate,2½-story, hip-roof QueenAnne
dwelling with abundantdetail, including an
ornate,turned-column,1st-floorsideporch;
recessed,2nd-story, front porch framed by
an archedopening; and largedormerswith
restrainedgableornaments.Birch wasa part
ner with T.C. Leavensin Leavens& Birch,
a hats, coats, and furnishings store on
WestminsterStreet,

*63 Henry C. Baiiou House 1894: A wide,
2½-story,2-family, hip-roof, vaguely Colo
nial Revival structure,set narrowend to the
street,The 1st story walls are clad in clap
board; the upper story, in slate shingles.
Baliou was a partnerin Bailou, Johnson,&
Nichols, wholesaledealersin woodenware,
crockery. and glasswareat 128 Dorrance
Streetq.v..

*67 IsaacLiscomb House ca. 1884: A narrow
anddeep,2’/-story, cross-gable-roof.Queen
Anne dwelling with a 1st-story baywindow
and handsomelydetailed entrance porch.
The wail surfacesare horizontal bandsof
clapboardandshingle. Liscomb wasa mem
ber of T,F. Pierce & Company, dealersin
bootsand shoesin theArcade.

71 Henry E. Nickerson House ca. 1903:
NormanM. Isham,architect,A 2-storyColo
nial Revival dwelling, whosesquareshape
and hip roof crowned with a balustradeare
suggestiveof elaborate 18th-century New
Englandhouses.It wasbuilt for thesecretary
and vice presidentof the Congdon& Car
penterCompany, dealersin iron and steel
suppliesfor contractorsandcarriagemakers
see405 PromenadeStreet.

77 Smith-MalmsteadHouse ca. 1905: This
square, 2½-story, hip-roof structure hasa
heavy, coionnadedfront porchandan exte

windows, and stuccoedabove, This simply
masseddwelling is an early exampleof the
20th-century reaction to Queen Anne
picturesquenessand Beaux Arts complexity:
its designcombinesthe reform spirit of the
Arts & Craftsmovement,a touch of thePrai
rie School, and a detail or two borrowed
from the Mission Style - most obviously
thequatrefoii,SpanishColoniai-inspiredcen
tral 2nd-story window. George H. Smith
wasa partnerin theBeaman& Smith Mach
ine Shopsee20 GordonAvenue; hemoved
here from 603 Broad Street. Gustav T.
Maimstead,ownerof theProvidencePublic
Market, thecity’s first supermarket,bought
thehouse in 1915.

*104 WebsterKnight CarriageHouseca. 1897:
Angell & Swift, architects, This large,
1½-story, cross-gambrel-roofstructurehas
Colonial Revival details matching thoseof
the Knight House next door see 118
PrincetonAvenue.

909 RobertGrieveHouse1899: Martin & Hail,
architects. A simple, 2½-story, end-gable-
roof Colonial Revival house with an
inappropriately alteredfront porch. Grieve
1855-1924,a printer and reporter,cameto
the United Statesfrom Scotlandin 1866 and
is known asan early historian of thetextile
industry in Rhode Island, His publications
include The Cotton Centennial, 1790-1890;An
Illustrated History of Pawtucket; and The
CommercialOpportunitiesand Possibilities of
Prooidence,

118 WebsterKnight Houseca. 1897: Angeil &
Swift, architects. An early and one of the
finesthigh-styleColonial Revivalresidences
in Providence, this imposing 2½-story,
flank-gambrel-roofstructure,with symmet
rical front and central-hall-plan arrange
ment, is reminiscentof some of the larger
mid-l8th-centuryhousesof New England. it
hasa fanlight-and-sidelightfront entrance;a
semicircular, Corinthian-column front
porch; andan ionic-columnside porch with
an ornate,Chippendale-inspiredupper rail
ing. Webster Knight 1854-1933 son of
Robert Knight, one of the founders of the
B.B, & R, Knight cotton manufacturingem
pire, assumedmajor managementresponsi
bilities in the B.B. & R, Knight firm in 1898
and becameseniorpartnerin 1912. He was a
benefactorof The Knight Memorial Library
at 271 Eimwood Avenueq.v..

*125 GeorgeSharpe Smith House ca. 1897:
Typical of late Queen Anne housesin its
union of Colonial Revival detailing with a
rambling.asymmetricalform, this 2’/i-story,
hip-roof structurecontrastssharplywith the
severely rectangular, symmetrical-front
Knight mansion - its contemporary -

acrossthe street. Its facade, with a broad
semicircularprojection to the left of the en
trance,is frontedbyanIonic-columnveranda.
The house was built by the owner of the
GeorgeS. Smith EngravingCompany.

*127 John A. Skerry House ca. 1914: A hand-
129 some, steep-roof cross-gabled,clapboard-

and-shinglestructurewith a wide, Colonial

recessed,front gablewindow, Skerry was an
inspectorat Builders Iron Foundry.

PRISCILLA AVENUE
99 William CreavesHouse 1901: A cross-

gable-roof, clapboard-and-shingle,Queen
Anne cottagewith projectinggables,barge-
boards,and a spindlework porch acrossthe
front, Greaves 1837-1909built this after
his retirementas a mull superintendent.

PROMENADE STREET
199 Rhode Island Normal School, now the

Family Court Building 1898: Martin &
Hali, architects. A 3-story, Roman-brick,
terra cotta-trimmed,American Renaissance
structureset on a high terrace.The building
has a 5-part composition,with a prominent
centralblock flanked by smaller end blocks
connected with hyphens. The facade is
highly articulated, with bandedwindows,
heavy stringcourses,and a modillion corn
ice, Built on the site of thestateprison built
in 1845 and vacant between 1878 and the
time this building was erected,this was the
first structureerected specifically to house
RhodeIsland’s only teacher-traininginstitu
tion, The Normal Schoolhadbeen chartered
by theGeneralAssembly in 1854 and occu
pied rented quarters in Downtown Prov
idence andBristol before moving to theold
ProvidenceHigh Schoolbuilding on Benefit
Street in 1871. Later known as the Rhode
IslandCollegeof Educationafter 1920 and
now Rhode Island College, the school
remainedhereuntil moving to its new cam
pus at 600 Mount PleasantAvenueq.v, in
the late 1950s; since then, this hasbeen the
home of the family court and other state
offices,

199 Henry BarnardSchool, RhodeIsland Col
lege of Education,now the University of
RhodeIsland Extension Division 1926:
William R. Walker & Son,architects,Sited at
a right angle to the Normal School building
next door, the Barnard School building is a
3-story, yellow brick structure with a flat
roof. Exterior articulation of the facadeis a
simplified version of the Normal School’s
format, with thescale reducedand the wall
surface unadorned. Now rehabilitated to
continueits useasan educationalcenter,the
BarnardSchool building was erectedto pro
vide additionalspacefor therapidly growing
teacher-trainingcollege.

235 Brown & SharpeManufacturingCompany
1870-1926:FrederickW. Howe, designerof
early buildings, A large complex of 4-, 5-,
and 6-story, stone-trimmed,brick industrial
buildings covering a 12-acre hillside site
overlooking the WoonasquatucketRiver,
The whole is of national - if not interna
tional - significancehistorically and archi
tecturally. The earliest extant building is
"Building No. 1," originally a 3-story brick
structure295 feetlong and51 feet deep;pro
minent piers define the 36-bay facadewith
large,20-over-20 sashwindows set in seg
mental arches,and a corbel cornice, A 4th
story. similar in articulation,waslater added
to this structure,The foundry, locateddirect
ly west of "Building No. 1" and built at the
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sametime hasbeendemolIshed- theoniy known as A Level and the 1st and 2nd 59 GeorgeNightingale HouseCa. 1854: An

loss in this complex. The plant expanded
north and west of the original buildingsin a
seriesof hollow squaresand eventuallycov
eredseveralblocks.Thesesquareswerecon
nected by above-the-streetpassages;the
most striking of these is a 3-story, copper-
clad connectorover Holden Street,The lat
est group of buildings - at the northeast
corner of thecomplexandeminently visible
from 1-95 - are a group of 5- and 6’story
buildings with curved-edge piers, granite
lintels, and cyciopean granite cornices.
Thesebuildings, in particular,have- in the
words of Henry-Russell Hitchcock - "a
grandiosedignity and almost Richardsonian
finish." The company, founded as David
Brown & Son in 1833, becamejR. Brown &
Sharpein 1853 and movedto this site from
much smallerquarterson SouthMain Street
in 1872. Organized to make and repair
clocks and watchesand to do light precision
mechanicalwork, Brown & Sharpeplayed a
major role in industrialization through its
development and production of machine
tools, These include the automatic linear
dividing machine1850, the precisiongear
cutter 1855, the universalmilling machine
1861, and the universalgrinding machine
876. The rangeof functionsperformedby
the milling andgrinding machinesmadethe
name of Brown & Sharpefamiliar in work-
rooms and toolrooms of the world. The
standard for precision that the firm estab
lished was critical to the developmentof the
automobile and aviation industries and to
the emergenceof the United Statesas the
leader in manufacturing. In addition to
JosephR. Brown, thecompanyprofited from
associationswith Frederick W, Howe, who
helped in the developmentof the milling
machine, and Henry M. Leland, founderof
both Cadillac and Lincoln automobilecom
panies. The company movedits operations
to North Kingstown in 1964; this complex is
now usedby severalstateagenciesand pri
vate businesses.

405 Congdon & Carpenter 1930: Jenks &
Baliou, consultingengineers;CE. McGuire,
contractor,This building’s format is typical
of many mid- and late 20th-centuryindus
trial buildings: a relativelysmall office "front
ispiece" with a large, 1-story, high-ceiling,
steel-frame, shed warehouse/production
areabehind,This office, however,is of unu
sual design quality: the reinforced-concrete
structurewith sashwindows has stripped-
classical Art Deco detailing. Founded in
1792, Congdon & Carpenter housed its
metal-supplybusinessin two locations on
Canal Street see 3 Steeple Street before
moving to this location,The Congdonfamily
retainedcontrol of this steel’ andaluminum-
productscompanyuntil 1977.

PROSPECT STREET
90 John D. Rockefeller,Jr. Library 1926-64:

Warner,Burns, Toan & Lund, architects,A
7-story structurewith 3 levelsbelow grade
of pre-cast concrete finished with granite,
aggregate,and plate glass. The 1st story,
reachedby broad steps and platform across
thesteeplydeclining hill, is cantiieveredout
beyond the level below it: with far more
glass than the upper stories,the basement

stories give the building a strange,floating
quality. Named after a distinguishedalum
nus classof 1897 and generousbenefactor
of the university, this modern building
sharessimilarities with othercontemporary
governmentstructuresin thesameabstract,
formal mode, including the United States
embassiesin New Delhi, London, Athens,
and Accra, Ghana,

*36 John Hay Library 1910: Shepley,Rutan&
Coolidge. architects. A pristine, white-
marble-clad,2-story structurein the English
Renaissancestyle, 7 bays wide and 6 bays
deep,seton a high podium with balustrad
ed, smooth rusticated retaining walls. The
facadeis definedby ionic pilasters,doubled
at thecornersandon either sideof theslight
ly projecting center entrancepavilion. On
the interior, the 2-story principal reading
room,occupyingthesouth sideof thebuild
ing, is also within the English Renaissance
mode.The selection of the English Renais
sanceas a sourcefor this building is particu
larly apt; it specifically alludes to stylish
Englisharchitectureof thelate 17th andear
ly 18thcenturiesandcomplementstheprov
incial/vernacularEnglishRenaissancearchi
tecture of University Hall, in the original
q.v., or Casweil Hall 1902; Hoppin & Ely,
architects,ib the revival mode. Thesetwo
strains of revivalism defined Brown’s cam
pus developmentin theearly 20th century.
By theturn of thecentury,Brown neededyet
a largerlibrary to replacetheonebuilt in the
late I 870ssee64 WatermanStreet,andthis
new structurewas built on the site of the
President’s House ca. 1770, The new li
brary was namedfor a distinguishedalum
nus 1838-1905, class of 1858, scholar,
writer, PresidentLincoln’s private secretary,
and secretary of state under Presidents
McKinley andTheodoreRoosevelt.Now the
rare-book and archival repository for the
university, theJohn Hay underwenta sensi
tive renovationin 1981, Shepley,Bulfinch,
Richardson& Abbott, successorsto the firm
which originally designed the building,
oversawtherenovations.

45 George Coriiss House, now the Admis
sions Office, Brown University 1878: An
imposing,brick Italianatevilla 3 storieshigh
with a large, 4-story corner tower; low hip
roof with balustrade and dentil-and
modililion cornice; and balustradedTuscan
portico set into the recessedcentral section
of thefacade.The houseis dramaticallysited
on a high granite terraceat theintersection
of Prospectand Angeil Streets;facing west,
it overlooksdowntown at the foot of Col
lege Hill, Corliss 1817-88, inventor of the
world-renowned Corhss stationary steam
engine, revolutionized industry with en
ginescapableof running for long periodsof
time, and the Corliss engine poweredmills
and factories acrossthe country, including
the machineryat the CentennialExhibition
in 1876, Corliss alsodesignedandengineer
ed this house, equippedwith radiant heat
thermostaticallycontrolled, hydrauliceleva
tor, andconcealed,sliding, insectscreensfor
the windows, Brown University renovated
thebuilding in 1973 for useasits admissions
office.

asymmetrical,stuccoed,2½story Italianate
villa with a cross-gableroof, modiliion cor
nice, and square, 3-story, hip-roof corner
tower on the southeast,A 2’/i-story, gable-
roof pavilion is set perpendicularto themain
block on the northwest, Fenestrationin
cludespaired,triple, andbay windows,The
entranceis in an Ionic porch on the south
sidebetweenthe main block and the tower.
The exterior stucco is not original. Nightin
gale was a textile merchant,allied in busi
ness with Sullivan Dorr see 109 Benefit
Street and Crawford Allen,

*62 Woods-Gerry House 1860-63: Richard
Upjohn, architect. A handsomeandsophis
ticated 3-story, brick Italianatehousewith a
low-hip roof, wide eaves,anda bracketcor
nice. This is an understated,almost-square
townhouse with segmental-arch French
windows, a 3-story curvedbay centeredon
thestreetfront,a porte-cochereon thesouth,
and a Renaissance-inspiredtripie-arcaded
loggia almost the full width of the western
garden-front facade. Dr. Marshall Woods
1824-99, a physician by training, married
into the Brown family, taking as his wife
Anne Brown Francis. daughterof Governor
John Brown Francis;he devotedmuch of his
life to the serviceof Brown University, his
alma mater,as a memberof the corporation
1855-99, and as treasurer1866-82. His
son,JohnCarterBrown Woods,occupiedthe
houseafter 1899, In 1931, it became the
home of Peter Goelet Gerry 1879-1957,
great-grandsonof Elbridge Gerry and U.S.
representativeand U.S. senator1917-29,
1935-47 from Rhode Island. After Gerry’s
death, the house long remainedvacant. it
was purchasedby the RhodeIsland School
of Design, which planned to demolish the
building but was preventedfrom doingso by
the Providence Historic District Commis
sion, Later, R.l.S.D. faculty and students
convincedthe administration to restorethe
building, andtodayit housestheadministra
tive offices of theSchoolof Designaswell as
galleries for faculty andstudentexhibitions.

65 Mumford-Lovecraft House ca. 1825: A
characteristic and well-preserved Provi
dence late Federalstyle dwelling, this is a
2½-story, monitor-on-hip-roof structure
with a 1’/a-story rear eli, 3-bay facade,and
blind elliptical-fan entrance with Gothick
coionnettes.The housewas built by com
mercial merchant Samuel Mumford and
stoodat 66 CollegeStreetuntil movedto this
site in 1959. In the early 20th century, the
Mumford Housebelongedto an aunt of the
renownedwriter of Gothic horror stories,
Howard Phillips Lovecraft, and Lovecraft
lived and worked herefor several years.

7J First Church of Christ Scientist1906-13:
Hoppin & Field, architects.A large,square,
buff brick building with a pedimentedcross-
gable roof and a large, copper-claddome
atop a high, arcadeddrum, The entranceis
set in a colossal ionic tetrastyle portico on
the facade, Based on 16th-century Italian
ecclesiasticalarchitecture, it is stylistically
relatedto The MotherChurchat Massachu
setts and Huntington Avenues in Boston,
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Christian Scientistsin Providencebegan to
hold informal servicesin 1889 andreceived
a charter from thestate legislaturein 1895.
Theirfirst building waslocated at 250 Bowen
Streetin 1896 andwasuseduntil thepresent
edifice was opened in January 1913. Well
sited at the top of CollegeHill, it standson
the site of the beacon erected during the
Revolution, its handsomedomeis a conspic
uous landmark on the skyline of the East
Side.

72 William Binney House 1859: Aipheus
Morse architect. A 3-story, brownstone
trimmed-brick, italianate paiazzo-type
dwelling with a low hip roof, L plan, and
3-bay facade. The windows have typical,
Renaissance-inspiredmolded linteis, The
centralentrancehasa baiustraded,Tuscan-
column portico. Binney, a founder of the
RhodeIsland HospitalTrust Company, was
married to Charlotte Hope Goddard, and
this housewas the first of several commis
sions Morse received from the Goddard,
Ives,and Brown families in the 1860s,

75 Sampsonand Eliza Almy House1859: A
2½-story,L-plan, italianatehousewith Sec
ond Empire overtones. The exterior has
flushboard siding, a concavemansardroof
with small dormersand a bracketedcornice,
single and paired windows round-arch on
the 2nd story and trabeatedon the 1st, a
porticosetin theangleof the"L," and1-story
bay window on thenorth. This houseis not
only handsomebut important asa very early
mansard-roofdwelling. Although its archi
tect is as yet unknown,in form and detail it
calls to mind the work of Thomas Tefft
1833-1859. Almy, a manufacturer, lived
here with his sister,

*79 Smith Owen House1861:AlpheusMorse,
architect. This 3-bay-by-3-bay,brownstone-
trimmed,brick househas a hip roof, mutule
block cornice, heavy window caps on the
first two stories and smaller, square win
dows on the 3rd story, and a central Doric
portico shelteringthe fanlightentrance.it is
a handsome counterpart to the Binney
Housedown thestreet.Owenowneda jew
elry companyon BroadStreetandtheOwen
Building at 101 Dyer Streetq.v..

84 Henry D. Sharpe House 1928: Parker,
Thomas & Rice, architects, A large, 2’12-
story, brick dwelling built in the French
18th-centurystyle, with a balustradedhip
roof. The symmetrical facadehasprojecting
pavilions at eachend and a centralentrance
under a segmentalarch supportedon pink
marble columns. The house is surrounded
by a handsomebrick wall and setbehinda
small courtyard.Sharpewas thetreasurerof
Brown & Shapesee235 PromenadeStreet,
a community leader, and a benefactorof
Rhode Island School of Design and Brown
University. Mrs. Shapewas a leaderin city
landscaping,establishinga fund for street
trees and overseeingthe landscaping of
India Point Park q.v..

87 Ellen Dexter Sharpe House 1912, 1975:
Parker,Thomas& Rice, architects;StevenL.
Lerner, architect for addition. A 2½-story,

brick ElizabethanRevival housewith a long
gable roof set,end to the streetand punctu
ated by major cross gables and tall, pilas
tered chimney stacks. Set back from the
streetbehinda brick wail, thehousefacesan
entrancecourt on the north side of the lot;
the recessedentranceis under a segmental-
arch portico with a carvedtympanum.Sty
listically quite different from thesamefirm’s
later work for Miss Sharpe’sbrother at 84
ProspectStreetq.v., this houseis testimony
to the virtuosity of an accomplishedearly
20th-centuryrevivalist firm. Now a dormi
tory for Brown University, thehousehasan
extensivemasonrywing at therear, a hand
someaddition,

91 Richard E. Edwards House 1981-82:
Howes & St. Florian, architects,A large,2-
story dwelling with a symmetrical 5-bay
facade, hip roof, and overscale monitor.
Providence’sfirst "post-modern"dwelling,
this housedrawson local building tradition;
it reinterpretsin somewhatoverblown fash
ion the characteristicJohn Hoiden Greene-
typeFederaldwelling cf. 42 CollegeStreet,

.100 Henry Sprague House 1902-05: A 2½-
story Colonial Revival housewith a brick 1st
story andshingleabove;gambrelroof with 3
pedimenteddormers and dentil cornice; 3-
bay facadewith 2-storyionic pilastersflank
ing thecentralbay,which includesa 1-story
Ionic entranceporch. Spraguewasa partner
in Sprague,Cook & Co., grain dealers,

101 Henry A. Dike House1850-52:An elabor
ate, 2½-story itaiianate housewith a hip
roof, dormers,andan octagonalcupola.The
south-facing main block of the house, set
end to the street,hasa 3-bay facadewith a
projecting,pedimentedcenterpavilion with
a round-arch,Palladian-typewindow at the
2nd-story level, Balustradedbay windows
flank the entrance,with trabeatedtripartite
windows above.An ellis at thenortheast.A
handsome,elaborate,woodenfence,appro
priate to thedesignand periodof the house,
closes off a neo-Victorian garden.Dike, a
shoe manufacturer,lived here only briefly.
in the late 19th century,it was thehomeof
Brown professorAlbert Harkness,For most
of the20th century,this wasthehomeof Dr.
and Mrs. Murray S. Danforth, Mrs. Dan-
forth, the daughterof SO. Metcalf, who
lived aroundthecorner at 132 BowenStreet
q.v., wasa major benefactorand long-time
presidentof the RhodeIsland Schoolof De
sign see II WatermanStreet.

902 HA. Whitmarsh House 1903: Clarke &
Howe, architects,A clapboardnow alumi
num-sided, 2½-story house with a high,
decked-hip roof with balustrade, broken-
scroll-pedimentdormers,anddentil cornice.
Ionic cornerpiiastersframethe5-bayfacade
which has a central, segmental-archpedi
mentedportico.Whitmarshwasa physician,
an early practitionerof homeopathicmedi
cine.

1o3 William F. SaylesHouse 1878: Aipheus
Morse, architect?. A largeandformal, 2½-
story SecondEmpirehousewith a mansard
roof and semi-octagonalpavilion on the

south side,The 3-bayfacadehasa projecting
center pavilion with a Tuscan-columnpor
tico; a marble-parquetterraceextends the
width of the facade.Sayles, a Pawtucket
native, foundedthe MoshassuckBleachery
and the village of Saylesviile, both in Lin
coln. In 1863, the Moshassuck Bleachery
was the largest in the world, He servedas
state senator from Pawtucket in 1875 and
1876. Following thedeathof hissonWilliam
Clark Sayles,he gave SaylesHall to Brown
University q.v..

104 John P. FarnsworthHouse 1912: Jackson,
Robertson& Adams,architects.A 2½-story,
high-hip-roof, brick, Georgian Revival
housewith a rectangularmain block flanked
by set-backwings to the north and south.
The main block has a 5-bay facadewith a
central entranceportico. Farnsworth1860-
1919 lived previously on the west side of
Providence,serving on the City Council for
the9th Ward1898-99anda memberof St.
James’sEpiscopal Church see 402 Broad
way; at thetime he built this househe was
presidentof theProvidenceDyeing, Bleach
ing & CalendaringCo. at 50 Valley Street
q.v..

106 John S. Holbrook House 1912: Jackson,
Robertson& Adams,architects.A 2½-story,
hip-roof, brick, GeorgianRevivalhousewith
a 5-bay facadeand baiustradedcentral en
trance portico. Holbrook 1875-1928 was
trained in Paris asa landscapegardenerand
designeda numberof gardensin New York
and on Long Island; when he built this
house,he was a vice-presidentof Gorham
Mfg. Co. at 333 AdelaideAvenue q.v.. At
the time of his death,he wasserving on the
building committeefor the new industrial
Bank Building see55 KennedyPlaza.

908 JamesM. Kimball House 1873: Aipheus
Morse, architect?. A 2½-story, brick ital
ianate house with a dormered hip roof,
elaborate cornice, and windows derived
from Renaissanceprototypes. The 3-bay
facade has a slightly recessedcentrai en
trancebay; in recentyearsthis entrancewas
eliminatedand replacedwith a large,bow-
front window, The main entranceis now in
what was the subsidiary entrance in the
porte-cochereon the north side. A 2-story
stablestands at rear. Kimball was a cotton
manufacturerand presidentof the Second
National Bank of Providence,

112 Charles MattesonHouse 1882: A some
what altered, 2½-storyQueenAnne dwell
ing with a high hip roof intersectedby sev
eral prominent crossgables. Mattesonwas
chief justice of the Rhode island Supreme
Court,

120 JamesN- Byers,Hi House1973:William 0,
Warner,architect, A I ½-story housewith a
high. gable-on-hiproof. This simplehouseis
one of the more handsomenew dwellings
built in Providenceduring the l970s. Dyers
was presidentof Microfin, Inc.

130 Burgess-NightingaleHouse1852 A fine,
2½-story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,3-
bay-facade,GreekRevival/bracketeddwell-
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ing; it adheresto standard Greek Revival
format but is overlaidwith bracketedelabor
ations. The acanthus-leaf-capitalcolumnson
the portico - not truly Corinthian - are
typical of the period. Mrs. ThomasBurgess
built this houseon land inherited from her
family, and recordsshowthat her grandson
Horatio R. Nightingaleand his family lived
herefrom the l8SOsto thelate 1890s,Night
ingale was a partner in the iron-and-steel
firm Cornett & Nightingale.

*140 ThomasLloyd Halsey Houseca. 1800, ca.
1825: A 2½-story,brick Federalhousewith
a decked,low-hip roof with a balustradeand
pedimenteddormers,The 5-bayfacadehasa
Roman Doric center-entrancebalustraded
portico below a Paliadianwindow; elliptical
projecting bays flank the entrance,and the
2nd-storywindowshaveiron balconies.The
1814 FederalDirectTax describesthis house
as having two ends of brick and front and
back sides of wood; the brick front was
added ca, 1825. Few Federal houses in
Providenceincorporateinto their plans the
more elaborategeometrical forms used by
Adam and Buifinch; this is the most promi
nentextantexampleof a dwelling with pro
jecting, curvedbays,This elaboratedwelling
was the homeof one of Providence’smost
prominent and prosperous 19th-century
merchants: Halsey 1751-1838amasseda
large fortune throughshipping.

‘14] James Burdick House 1876: An asym
metrical, 1½-story Second Empire house
with a mansardroof and pedimenteddono
ers, The hip-roof entrance porch is sup
ported on clusteredcolumns, and a baius
tradedverandapartially covered by a shed
roof is on thesouthwestcorner,Burdick was
a partnerin the Burdick BrothersCo., which
specializedin plumbing and the manufac
ture of hot-air furnaces.

964 Charles H. Jefferds House 1887: A 2½-
story, clapboard-and-shingle,QueenAnne
housewith a cross-gablehip roof, piiastered
chimneys,and iron cresting.The asymmetri
cally massedbuilding is punctuated with
paired windows,and an elaborate, turned-
spindle porch dominates the facade’s 1st
story. Jefferdsowneda meatand provisions
company.

‘165 John H. Cole House1857: A square-plan,
3-storyItalianatehousewith a low hip roof,
wide bracketedeaves,and5-bayfacade.The
center entrance is within a closed porch
which supportsa bay window on the 2nd-
story. Cole was a patternmaker,

967 GeorgeW. Thayer House1858: A 3-story
italianate house with a low hip roof and
modiiiion-and-dentii cornice. The windows
on the 3-bay facadeare paired,and theoff-
centerentranceis under a bracketedporch.
Thayerwas a partnerin thecontractingfirm
Budiong & Thayer. This house seems to
have been usedthroughout its history as a
multiple-family dwelling.

PROVIDENCE RIVER
Fox PointHurricaneBarrier1966: Built by
theUnited StatesArmy Copsof Engineers.

The first of its kind in the country, this bar
rier is 3,000 feet long and consistsof rock-
and-earthdikes an averageof 12 feet high
with steelgatesto close off South Main and
Benefit Streetsand Aliens Avenue, which
piercetheeastandwestflanksof thebarrier,
The key elementof the designis a systemof
3 steelgateswhich canbe loweredinto place
to close the ProvidenceRiver, therebypre
venting flood surgesfrom coming up into
Downtown Providence.A systemof hydrau
lic pumpscan then be setin action to pump
water out of the river and into the bay be
yond the barrier, Designedagainstdisasters
like the hurricanes that ravaged central
Providencein 1815, 1938, 1944, and 1954,
the Fox PointHurricaneBarrier is capableof
protecting 280 acres of Providencefrom
floods.

PUBLIC STREET
252 Public Street GrammarSchool 1908: A 3-

story. brick, rectangular-planschool build
ing with arcaded fenestration, massive,
quoined, round-arch window, modiiiion
cornice,and classicalentrancemotif. In the
1920s, this grammarschool somewhatcor
respondentin educationallevel with today’s
junior high schoolbecameaprimary school,
The building later became known as the
Temple StreetSchool and wasmost recently
usedas a ProjectHeadStart facility. It is one
of the few old school buildings in South
Providencetoday.

‘263 David SpragueHouse ca- 1840: A hand
some and typical rural farm dwelling of a
sort once common in the Providencehinter
land: a 5-bay-facade,center-chimneycot
tagewith a sidelightcenterentrance.Built in
what indeed was Providence’srural periph
ery in the middle of the 19th century, this
house is probably the oldest indigenous
building in SouthProvidence,It was built by
a meatdealer, who probablyworked in the
slaughterhousesnearbyon Willard Avenue,
His daughtercontinuedto occupythehouse
until 1932.

347 Ephraim Richmond House ca. 1865: A
plain, 2½-story,end-gable-roofhousewith a
vestigial GreekRevival entablatureand cor
ner boards. The door hood, supportedon
elaboratelyscrolledconsoles,may be a later
addition. Richmond, a grocer, sold this
house and the adjacent lot to Charles S.
Randall, who subsequentlybuilt number
355 and continued to own both properties
into the 20th century.

355 CharlesS. RandallHouseca 1870:A 1½-
story, cross-gable-roofcottagewith a dentil
cornice, a treiliswork side porch, and an
elaboratescroll-saw-ornamenteddoorhood.
Randall was a carpenter.

356 William H. Luther Hook & Ladder Com
pany Number Five 1885: A 2-story, brick
firehouse with an elaborate parapet and
bracketedcornice.This, the oldestsurviving
fire tation in South Providence,was named
in honor of a neighborhoodjewelry manu
facturerwho donatedthefire fighting equip
ment see 212-216Oxford Street.

421 JamesJ. HardenHouse1904:An elaborate,
423 3½-story, cross-gable-roof, Queen Anne

three-deckerwith a spindieworkporch and
patternedgable ornaments,It was built by
Harden,a watchmanand laborer,

437 Walter H. Johnson House 1884: A 2½-
story, clapboard-and-shingle, 2-family
housenotablefor its variety of wail surface
treatments,elaboratelydetailedporch, sash
borderedwith small multi-color panes,and
jerkinhead-gableroof. Johnson, a pattern
makerdealingin office furniture, workedon
Pine Street;heboughtthis newly built house
as a rental property see 1002 Eddy Street.

481- George A. Youiden Plat Number Three
501 1896-1897:See 12-52 GienhamStreet.

565- Alfred Barth House ca. 1894: El. Nicker-
567 son, architect. A picturesque,2-story, end-

gable-roof,clapboard-and-shingledwelling,
It once formed a mirror-imagepair with the
much-alteredbuilding at 561-563,The front
has a 1-story, Tuscan-columnporch and a
projectinggablesupportedby a bay window
and a shingled bracket. The housewas lo
catednextdoor to Barth’s pharmacy,

649 John Bezely Houseca. 1847: This 5-bay-
facade,flank-gable-roofcottageis one of the
oldest suburbanhousesin Eimwood, The
shingle siding and flat-roof entranceporch
areearly 20th-centuryadditions,

669 Miles B. Lawson House ca. 1856: One of
three octagonal housesin Elmwood, this
modest, 2-story, low-roofed, bracketed
structure, with its center chimney and
hoodeddoorway, originally belonged to a
house painter. Its walls are now clad in
asbestos-shingling.Other remainingoctago
nal housesin thecity are locatedat 36 Cres
cent Streetand 63 Elmwood Avenueq.v.

PUTNAM STREET
106 Amherst Street Fire Station 1878: A 2-

story, red-brick, hip-roof Romanesque
building with a tall campanile- now shorn
of its top section - and elaboratedetailing
inciuding corbeling and round-arch win
dows with stone voussoirs. This building
remainedin original use for over 70 years:in
1920 it was EngineCo. No, 14, and by 1935
it had becomeHose Co, No, 14. Like other
older stationsstill in useafterWorld War Ii,
it was replaced by a new building and de
accessionedin 1950, It now stands aban
doned.

RANKIN AVENUE
35- Dominic Annotti Houses1924: A row of
63 eight, identical, end-gable-roofcottageswith

full-width front porches.Theseplain, boxy
houseswere built on speculationby Annotti,
a real estateinvestor.

RESERVOIR AVENUE
$00 California Artificial Flower Company

1939: Albert Harkness, architect. Long
knownas Cal-Art, this companywas found
ed in 1922 by Michael D’Agnillo. an Italian
immigrant, who turnedhis hobbyof making
paperandcloth flowers into a meansof sup-
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port.D’Agnilio operatedhis factory in leased
space at 263 Weybosset Street q.v.. The
flowers werefirst usedby storesin window
displays,but their acceptancefor domestic
usesoon grew with the generalpublic. The
company expanded considerably in the
1930s andestablishedsalesofficesacrossthe
country. To house this growing enterprise,
the company constructedthis 3-story brick
structurewith banded casementwindows.
Its mostdistinctivefeatureis thetail, octago
nal tower and thestainlesssteelmarqueeat
the centerentrance.The entrancehail hasa
typically l930s moderne feel, with geo
metric-patternfloor tiles and"artistic" light
ing fixtures designedby Harknesshimself.

[401] Jewish Cemetery 1849 et seq.: In 1849,
SolomonPareira,a clothing merchant,pur
chaseda small lot on what was then known
as the New London Turnpike. in 1856, he
presentedthe land for use asa cemeteryby
the recentlyorganizedCongregationof the
Sons of Israel see 688 Broad Street, of
which he was then president.The cemetery
has expandedconsiderablysince its found
ing andis thefinal restingplacefor a number
of prominent members of the Providence
Jewishcommunity.

RHODES STREET
221- Patrick Gaffney House1894: A 2½-story,
223 end-gable-roofQueenAnne 2-family house

notable for its handsomewood detailing,
coved cornice,and paneledgabletreatment.
Gaffney was retail liquor dealer with his
shop at 495 EddyStreet.

‘231 William C. Rhodes House ca. 1860: A
2½-story,ltalianatehousewith a dormered
low-hip roof. This house is notablefor its
extraordinarily rich decorative treatment,
including quoined corners, bracketed
cornice, handsome Pailadian window,
elaboratehoodedentrance,andround-arch
dormers,The housewas constructedon the
CarolineRhodesEstateat thesoutheastcor
ner of Eddy and RhodesStreetsabout1860
and was moved to this lot about 1889 by
William C, Rhodes. At that time its original
site was subdivided, Rhodes lived at 200
HopeStreetandrentedthis houseto Henry

J, Alfreds, a registeredpharmacistdealingin
drugs, medicines, chemicalsand paints at
811 Eddy Street,

‘236 Asahel Herrick House ca. 1855: A 2½-
story, cross-gable-roofbracketed italianate
house, somewhat unusual because of its
long rectangularshapeandcross-gableroof,
The door hood and cupola are handsome
features, and the house originally had
quoined corners, Asahel Herrick was a
machinist. When he built his large house
about 1855, Rhodes Street was part of
Cranston,Asahel lived in thehousewith his
family, oneof whom was GeorgeL. Herrick,
a musician with his office at 87 Westminster
Street,who acquiredthehouseandoccupied
it into the 20th century. George,however,
must not have been so successfulas Asahel
becausethroughoutthelate 19th century,he
took in ever-increasingnumbersof boarders,
at times as many as fourteen,

251 Alpheus B. Siater House 1882-1889: A
handsome, 2½-story, brick-and-shingle
Queen Anne houseset on well landscaped
grounds.The house,which replacedSiater’s
earlierhouseon this site, is a fine exampleof
the Queen Anne style. Siater, treasurerof
theProvidenceGasCompanywith offices in
the What CheerBuilding demolishednear
Market Square, movedto RhodesStreet in
1865 andbuilt a low-hip-roof, 2-storydwell
ing with bay windows and Italianate de
tailing. Between 1882 and 1889, probably
closer to the latterdate,he built this lavish
new house on the site of his earlier one, It
was not unusual in the 19th century for a
successfulman to build a new houseat the
time of his retirementfrom business, and
shortly after the house’s completion,Slater
retired from his positionwith theProvidence
Gas Company.

252 John Smith House ca. 1868: A 2½-story,
cross-gable-roof,bracketedhousewith Ital
ianatedetailing. This househas been little
alteredand is a fine exampleof a middle-
income suburban house in the ltalianate
bracketedstyle. Smith was a partnerin Wil
ham Smith & Co., jewelry manufacturersat
118 DorranceStreet, when he moved to
Rhodes Streetand built this house,

RICHLAND STREET
12 Houseca. 1845:A modest,1½-story,lank-

gable-roof, 5-bay-facadefarmhousewith a
shallowentablatureand a late 19th-century
porch acrossthe front.

RICHTER STREET
Three Deckers ca 1925: A block-long
street lined with 16 almost identical 3-
deckers.Variation in exterior articulation is
confined to the porch treatment, All the
even-numberedhousesand thoseopposite
at 27-29, 31-33, and 35-37 have bay
windows and full-width porchesthe height
of thefacade;otherhouseson thestreetinte
grate the front porch into the mass of the
building, and the gable end of the roof
extendsover the porches.Except for num
bers 39-41 ca. 1927 and 41-43, all were
built by Max j, Richter, who himself lived in
a triple deckerat 60 Eaton Street. Richter
sold dairy products until the mid-1920s,
when he turned his attention full-time to
building contracting. Among the other
buildings he erectedarethe Colonial Apart
mentsat 173 BenefitStreetq.v. and several
houseson nearbySparrow Streetq.v..

RIVER AVENUE

t601] ProvidenceCollege1917et.seq.:Founded
throughtheeffortsof Bishop Harkinsof the
Roman Catholic Dioceseof Rhode island,
this Dominican Order college- the only in
the United States - purchasedan 18-acre
tract at thecornerof River AvenueandEaton
Street. The first academicbuilding erected
on thenew campuswas Bishop1-larkins Hall
1919, an ornate,4-story, brick-and-lime
stone,Tudor Revival building with a cres
cent plan and an elaborate, 6-story Per
pendicular-Gothictower at thecenterof the
building; Matthew Sullivan was the archi
tect, and John W. Donahue Springfield

designedthelater addition. ProvidenceCol
lege maintaineda certainstylistic uniformity
through the continuation of gothicizing
detailson later buildings, like AquinasHall
1939; Oresto di Saia, architect before
abandoninghistoricism - as did most
schools - after World War ii, The campus
wasexpandedin the.1920swith theacquisi
tion of the Bailey and Bradley Housessee
235 EatonStreet. Following the closing of
Elmhurst Academyon Smith Street,the City
of Providenceand the Diocese of Rhode
Island exchangedproperty, andProvidence
Collegeaddedthebuildings and groundsof
theChapin Hospital see151] EatonStreet
to its campus.Establishedand long main
tainedasa men’sschool,ProvidenceCollege
becameco-educationalin 1971,

ROANOKE STREET
95 George J. West House 1889: FrederickE.

Field, architect, A 2½-story, high-hip-roof,
Colonial Revival house with gabled
dormers, modillion cornice with a frieze of
swags.cornerpilasters,anda carriagehouse
at rear, West was a lawyer.

ROBINSON STREET
120 Matthew Lynch House ca. 1770: A gam

brel-roof cottage moved to South Provi
denceca, 1865 by Irish-immigrant Matthew
Lynch. The house originally stood down
town, probably on WestminsterStreet near
Grace Church; Robinson Street was de
veloping at this time as the Irish-immigrant
neighborhoodknown as Dogtown, and the
housewas movedto this site whencommer
cial developmentpressuresnecessitatedthe
removal or demolition of dwellings down
town,

ROCHAMBEAU AVENUE
100 Temple Beth Shalom 1947-64: Ira

Rakatansky,architect, A 2-story, flat-roof,
steel-frame,asymmetricalstructurefinished
with brick and ceramictile. The congrega
tion was founded in 1905 and met for 44
yearsin theformer Fourth BaptistChurchat
Howell and Scott Streetsdemolished. In
1947, Ira Rakatanskydesigned this struc
ture, and it was partially completedwhen
thecongregationmovedherefrom its previ
ous homein 1949. The entire building was
not completedand dedicateduntil 1964.

267 ChristopherO’Brien Farmhouse1848-49:
An L-plan, 5-bay-facade,center-entrance,
Greek Revival/Italianatecottage with nar
row cornerboards,floor-length windowson
the facade, and a scroll-saw-bracketed
veranda.O’Brien was a farmer.

270 RochambeauAvenueFireStation1929:A
1½-story, brick-and-half-timber, Tudor
Revival fire station with a high cross-gable
roof. Although larger in scale, the Ro
chambeau Avenue station is aesthetically
related to the residential neighborhood
growing up around it in the early 20th
century.

317 Morris Brown House1793, 1931: Norman
M, isham, restoration architect. A small,
gambrel-roof, center-chimneycottage with
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an asymmetrical4-bayfacadeandlater addi
tions to the rear. An elI and garagewere
added during the restorationof 1931, and
anotherlarge wing was built to the eastin
1950, Morris Brown inherited his 15-acre
farm from his parents,Phineasand Phoebe
Brown,whosehousewasnearby.The house
is typical of the modest dwellings of small-
scalefarmersof the period.

397 Arthur M. Molter House1932: A 2-story,
brick-and-half-timber, gabled-hip-roof
Tudor Revival housewith quoinedcorners,
stone door and window surrounds,and a
projecting half-timberedgable in the front
overhanging a large range of casement
windows.Molter was a silk manufacturer,

460 William E. Brigham House1915: Eleazor
B. Homer, architect. A large, 2½-story,
stucco,tile-hip-roof housein the Spanish/
Mediterranean style of the early 20th
century.It was built for Brigham, an instruc
tor at the Rhode Island School of Design.

RUGGLES STREET
110 Ruggies Street Primary School, now the

Smith Hill Center 1896: This rather
simple, 2½-story, cross-gable-roof,stone-
trimmed, modified-cruciform-plan brick
building is typical of Providence public
schoolsof the 1890s, Built to relieve theen
rollment pressureon the Smith Street Pri
mary School see 396 Smith Street, the
RugglesStreetSchoolwas replacedby a new
facility on CamdenStreetin thelate 1950s.
The Ruggles Street building has been re
cycledto serveSmith Hill asaneighborhood
center,

SABIN STREET
‘1-27 Bonanza Bus Terminal 1963 et seq.:

PhilemonE. Sturges, Ill, architect.A 1- and
2-story brick building with flat roofs. The
exterior is articulated by semicircular end
walls repeatedthroughout the buildings of
the complex.Built as a recommendationof
the 1959 Master Plan,DowntownProvidence
1970, the bus terminal is one of the most
handsomecomplexeserected as part of the
urbanrenewal in the1 960s; it is particularly
well suited to its site and lendsan urbane
noteto thestreetscape.Locatedneartherail
road station and the intra-city bus terminal
at KennedyPlaza,thebus terminal provides
a significant transportationlink in Down
town Providence,

SACKETT STREET
20 George W. Miller House ca. 1870: A

square,2½-story, Second Empire dwelling
whose symmetrical facadedisplays promi
nent bay window units and a centrally
positioned, triple-window, Italianate
dormer, Miller was a safemanufacturer,

SARATOGA STREET
212- Soren & Kelman Three-deckers1914: A
234 row of six, identical, clapboard-and-shingle,

even gable-roof3-deckerswith double, Tuscan-
column porchesand stained-glasstransom
lights in the bay windows, This row of six
houses,built by Harry Soren andAbraham

Kelman, occupiesan entire sideof Saratoga
Streetandis one of thebestpreservedthree-
deckergroupsin thearea,Sorenand Kehman
were Swedeswho moved to South Provi
dencewhen the areawas developinga con
centrationof Swedishimmigrants.In 1913,
they establisheda carpenteringfirm quar
tered at 110 Willard Avenue, By 1915, they
had completedthis row of houses;Soren
was living at 230 and Keiman at 232 with
their businesslocatedat 230. By 1921, Soren
and Keiman hadmovedto Elmwood, where
land was still availablefor development.

SESSIONSSTREET
101 NathanBishop Junior High School1929:

Office of the Commissionerof PublicBuild
ings, architects. A 3-story, brick-and-lime
stone, flat-roof Georgian Revival school
with strippedclassicaldetailing. This school
wasbuilt justasthis northernpartof theEast
Side underwentits most intensivedevelop
ment,

SHARON STREET
134 House ca. 1780: A 2½-story, shingle,

gambrel-roof Colonial farmhouse with a
20th-centuryporch across the front, This
housestood on River Avenue at Whitford
Streetuntil around1923, whenit wasmoved
andthepresentporchadded,The housewas
originally a typical 5-bay, center-chimney,
5-room-plancolonial house,but a 2-room
section was addedto the north in the 19th
century,thecenterchimneywasdemolished
probably when the housewas moved, the
fireplaces were removed,and two interior
brick stoveflues were added,

371 StephenB. Swan Farmhouseca. 1850:
This modest,center-chimneycottagehasa
5-bay facadewith a center entranceand a
1-story lateral wing. Rudimentary Greek
Revival trim probably existed before the
housewasshingled.The farm that originally
surroundedthis house was carved from a
portion of theold Winsor Farm in theearly
19th centurysee 416 EatonStreet.

SHELDON STREET
20 Asa and JonathanPike and Abrahamand

Isaac Wilkinson House ca. 1825: A 2½-
story, 3-bay-facade,side-hall-planlate Fed
eral house on a high, stone-block-faced
foundation,The blind elliptical-fandoorway
is flanked by sidelights and reachedby a
doubleflight of stonesteps. The Pikes and
the Wilkinsons owned this 2-family house
under the firm nameFox Point Union Co.;
the Pikes bought the Wiikinsons’ sharein
1829 and lived hereuntil 1832,

‘21 Nicholas Sheldon House ca. 1806: A
small, wood-framehousewith brick ends, 2
end-wallchimneys,andanunusuallybroad,
3-bay facade; the fanlight, pedimentedcen
ter entranceis a restorationbasedon types
common in the first decade of the 19th
century. Sheldon drew this lot when the
family land was divided in 1798, and the
housewas standing by the time Sheldon
took out an insurancepolicy in 1806, The
Stilhwell family lived here in the house’s
early years; Stiliweil was a hardware

merchant,Benjamin Smith, an oysterman,
bought the housein 1828.

‘24 Abraham Studley House ca. 1810: A
small, 2½-story, side-hail-plan Federal
housewith a restoreddoorwaywith a trabe
atedentablatureon consolesand a transom
light, reachedby a flight of woodensteps.

‘46 William G. BudlongHouse1828: A small,
2½-story, side-hall-planFederalhousewith
a 3-bay facadeand fanlight doorway; now
shingled, it was no doubt coveredwith clap
board originally. Budlong was a housecar
penter,

‘50 David Hail House 1828: William G.
Budiong, builder, A small, 2½-storyFederal
housewith a gableroof setend to thestreet;
3-bay facadewith central, cappeddoorway
flankedby sidelightsand reachedby a dou
ble flight of stonestairs; and later, 3-part
windowson thefacade.Hall, a mariner,was
the brother of Abner Hall see 116 Hope
Street.

‘107 ThomasA. WatsonHouse1846: A Greek
Revival cottagewith a gable roof setend to
thestreetand a 5-bay facadewith a central
entrance.Watsonwas an engineer.

‘117 Joseph G. Matthews House 1873: A
mansard-roofSecond Empire cottage with
dormers, a wide parapet-like skirting, and
wide, bracketed cornice, A large semi-
octagonal bay window flanks the hooded
entrance,Matthewssold fish and oysters.

131 Edwin ShawHouse1863: A 2½-storyItal
ianatehousewith a steephip roof, dormers,
a large hexagonalcupola, and modillion
cornice, The 5-bay facadehas heavy win
dow caps,quoining, and a centraldoorway
under a bracketedhood reachedby a flight
of stonesteps. Shaw worked for the India
RubberWorks,

SHILOH STREET
* WanskuckCompany Row 1862-64: Two

long, rows of 12 attached,2-story, 3-bay,
side-hall-planbrick row houseswith paired
entrances, These plain workers’ houses,
seeminglymodeledafterEnglishprototypes,
were erectedby theWanskuckCompanyin
conjunctionwith its woolen mill built at the
sametime see WinchesterStreet, 725 and
754 Branch Avenue.

SHIP STREET
ITO Doran-Speidel Building 1912: Monk &

Johnson,architects.Built by JamesDoran&
Sons see 150 Chestnutas an investment
property to house jewelry manufacturing
firms, this 5-storystructurehasreinforced-
concrete pier-and-spandrel walls, large
industrial sashwindows, and a decorated
parapet.The interiormushroomcolumnsare
similar to thoseat theA,T. Wall Building see
162 Clifford. The S-story addition on Bas
sett Streetwas built in 1965. Oneof theearly
tenantsof this jewelry manufacturingbuild
ing was the SpeidelChain Co., run by Ger
man-immigrant Albert Speidel. The firm
manufacturedpocket-watchchains around
thetime of World War I, but shifted its pro-
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duction after1930 to theincreasinglypopu
lar expandable-bracelet watchband de
signed by Speidel’s brother Edwin. This
bracelet was manufacturedby Automatic
Chain Co. the successorto the Speidel
ChainCo. until 1935, when Edwin formed
his own company,the Speidel Corporation.
In 1951, Edwin Speidel setasidepartof this
building, by then owned by the Speidel
Corporation,for the manufactureof Desitin
ointment, The Desitin ChemicalCo. occu
piedpartof theSpeidel factoryuntil 1963. In
1965, Textron, Inc. bought theSpeidel Cor
poration and continues to manufacture
watchbraceletsat the Ship Streetfactory.

SLATER AVENUE
66 Max NathansonHouse 1915: A 2-story,

stuccoed,bungalow-like housewith a tiled
hip roof, exposed rafter ends, and a front
porch hood supportedon massivebrackets
resting on the bay windows flanking the
entrance, Nathansonwas manager of the
Modern Theatre,

315 William Beresford Carriage House ca.
1909:Clarke, Howe & Homer, architects.A
l½-story, gable-and-hip-roof, stuccoed
carriagehousewith servants’quartersin the
attic story. Designedin the English cottage
modeof the early 20th century,it was later
convertedto a I-family residencesee 288
BlackstoneBoulevard.

SLOCUM STREET
‘8 Mary B. JonesCarriageHouseca. 1883:A

2-story, QueenAnne carriagehousewith a
slatehip roof, cupola,dormers,and a corner
turret.Nothing is knownabouttheowneror
theusersof this handsomeoutbuilding;pre
liminary researchshows no apparentcon
nectionbetweenthis structureandthe large
housesat its rear facing WestminsterStreet
e.g. number 1447.

SMITH STREET
‘90 Rhode Island State House 1891-1904:

McKim, Mead& White, architects,Sited on
an expansive,balustraded,marble terrace
atop the crest of Smith Hill overlooking
Downtown Providence,the State House is
oneof RhodeIsland’s finestandmostpromi
nent buildings. The cruciform-planbuilding
rises a full 3 stories above the terraceand
culminatesin a structural-stonehemispheri
cal dome on a high colonnadeddrum sur
rounded by 4 colonnaded tourelles. Low
saucerdomes- one aboveeachlegislative
chamber - flank the central dome, The
principal entrancesto thebuilding arein the
projecting pavilionson thenorth and south
sides: the pavilion on the south side hasa
balcony at the 2nd-story level framed by
colossal Composite columns in antis; the
northpavilion enclosesa porte-cochere.The
wings on either sideof the centralpavilion
are connectedby 1-bay, recessedhyphens.
The wings are7 bayswide and8 baysdeep;
their rusticated1st storiesare arcaded,and
colossal Compositeengagedcolumns and
pilasters frame the central 3 bays of the
northand southelevationsandthecentral4
baysof theeastand westelevations,On the
interior, trapezoidal-planentrancehalls lead

to theprincipal stairs,locatedunderthecen
tral dome,Alt major public roomsareon the
2nd floor: the receptionroom, in a gilded,
Baroque finish, on the south side; the Ren
aissance-inspiredstatelibrary, on thenorth
side; the semicircular-plansenatechamber,
with a coffered, half-dome ceiling, on the
east:and thelargechamberfor the Houseof
Representatives,with a Doric arcadeon its
upper level and handsomeBaumgarten&
Co. tapesties,on thewest, Much of theorigi
nal furniture remains,andoriginal paint col
ors aregraduallybeingrestoredto thepublic
spaces.This is the 8th statehousebuilt in
Rhode Island; it supersededthe Newport
Colony House, used only ceremoniallyby
the 1890s, andtheOld StateHousein Provi
dencesee150 BenefitStreet,wheremostof
the day-to-day businessof the state was
conducted.This building was theproductof
a two-tier, national competition among
architectsheldin 1891; theMcKim, Mead &
White firm was selectedin early 1892, and
design refinement took an additional two
years.Construction,carriedout by Norcross
Brothersof Worcester,Massachusetts,began
in 1895, The statefirst occupiedthebuilding
in 1900 andtook official possessionin 1904.
One of the key buildings of the American
Renaissance.the Rhode Island State House
had an immediateand important effect on
American architecture, with specific in
fluenceon a numberof statecapitolsbuilt in
the 1890s and early 1900s, It stands,emi
nently visible from many partsof thecity as
well as to the motoristson 1-95, as a fitting
symbol for what was at the time of its con
struction one of the most prosperousand
wealthieststatesin thecountry.

133 State Office Building 1928, 1935:Jackson,
Robertson& Adams,designersof a number
of stone-trimmed, red-brick Georgian
Revival structuresin Providence,were the
architectsfor this 3-story building basedon
late 18th-century models. An engaged
colonnadeembellishesthefirst two storiesof
the facade,and a parapetalong theedge of
the flat roof partially screensthe set-back
third story. Enlargedin 1935, thebuilding is
basically squarein plan with a hollow core,
In contrast to its pretentious exterior, the
State Office Building’s interiorsare extreme
ly utilitarian, exceptfor the vaguelyAdam
esquefoyer. Built to relieve theState House
of thepressureof anexpandingbureaucracy,
theState Office Building replacedthe finest
Federalmansionon Smith Hill, the Colonel
Henry Smith House1800.

147 Goff’s Grocery Block 1873: This mansard-
roof,2½-storycommercial/residentialbuild
ing has an irregular pentagonal plan to
accommodateit to its site at the corner of
Smith and JeffersonStreets.While theorigi
nal storefrontsare now somewhataltered,
theblock retainsmuch of itsoriginal appear
ance.This type of structure,once quite com
mon on major thoroughfaresthroughProv
idence’slater 19th-centuryneighborhoods,
is now relatively rare, though a numberof
buildings have been raised or altered to
achieve thesame end,

194 Charles S. ClevelandHouse1871: Two-

and-a-halfstorieshigh with a high hip-roof
and gable dormersabove a broad entabla
ture and modillion cornice,this househasa
2-bayfacadewith a bracketedhoodover the
entranceanda flanking2-story baywindow.
Following thedivision of theHolden Estate,
Clevelandbuilt thissubstantialdwelling just
westof theHoiden Homesteadnow thesite
of 1-95. Cleveland,with his brother David,
who lived nearby at 111 Park Street q.v.,
was a partner in Cleveland Brothers Furni
ture Co. on North Main Street,

200 JonathanTuckerHousesca. 1851: Both of
206 thesesimilar, 3-bay-facade,2½-storyhouses

with pedimented-end-gableroofs werebuilt
by Tucker, a deputy sheriff, soon after the
HoldenEstatePlat was openedfor develop
ment in 1850. 206 Smith Street shows the
hallmarksof the GreekRevival style in its
plan and its handsome Ionic entrance
portico, while 200 Smith StreethasItalian-
ate detailing, including a bracketed hood
over the entrance, round-archwindows in
the attic story, and modillion raking and
eavescornice,

221 SterlingServiceOil CompanyStationca.
1925: This 1-story stucco structure with
large, multiple-panewindows and pantile
roof is typical of the early gasolinestations
built to servicetherapidlyproliferatingauto
mobile in the 1920s, As earlyas 1908, Smith
Streetwas shownin theAutomobile Club of
RhodeIsland’s RedBookas themajor north
west route out of Providenceto Putnam,
Connecticutand Springfield,Massachusetts;
asa major artery it was ideal for servicesta
tions and garages.Unfortunately,many of
them clusteredat major intersections,occu
pying key corner sites and diminishing the
visual quality of the area,

244 St. Patrick’s School 1928: John F, Hogan,
architect. By the 1920s, the school facilities
at St. Patrick’s Church at 83 Smith Street
q.v. had becometoo crampedfor the large
parish, and in 1927 the cornerstoneof this
2-story,steel-frame,brick structurewas laid,
The symmetricalbuilding hasa centralen
trance with a broken-scroll pediment
flankedby banksof sashwindows; thesur
faces of the projecting end pavilions are
unarticulated.St. Patrick’s was established
in the early 1840s as the 2nd Roman
Catholic parish in the city. The location of
thechurchfor this largely Irish parishwasof
great importance for the developmentof
Smith Hill. The original building, designed
by Russell Warrenand completedin 1842,
was located on State Street, near Smith
Street;it was replacedby a largestonestruc
ture Murphy, Hindle & Wright, architects,
completedin 1916. Structuralweaknessled
to the demolition of this building in 1979.
Like most Roman Catholic parish churches
in RhodeIsland, St. Patrick’shad associated
with it schools,a rectory, anda conventand
it sponsoredactivitiesfor a widespectrumof
ages and interestsamong its parishioners.
Following thedemolitionof thechurchbuild
ing, theparishhasconsolidatedits activities
in this school building and abandonedthe
few remaining buildings of the original
complex.
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326 Allen B. Smith House 1864: A modest, common throughout the United Statesand Theschool was originally locatedat what Is
2-story housewith a flank-gableroof, S-bay
facadeand center entrancewith side- and
transomlights, this dwelling was erectedin
oneof theearlierwesternsubdivisionsopen
ed on Smith Street, Smith was listed as a
pattern makerin the 1860s, but by 1875 he
was running a saloon at the back of his
property, on Orms Street.

334 Sheffield Smith House 1855: This
21/a-story dwelling is distinguishedby the
almost whimsical useof ltalianatedetailing
weddedto GreekRevival form. The 5-bay,
center-entrancefacadeis articulatedinto a
narrowentrancebaycontainingthehooded
entrance and a tall, round-arch window
aboveandtwo largerflankingbayscontain
ing sashwindowswith heavylintels. Colos
sal pilasters,with clusteredbracketsserving
ascapitals,definethebay divisions.Smith, a
quarryman,built the first housein the area
on the 1854 Hawes Plat, While the central
round-archwindow - once thecenterof an
even more elaboratewindow complex -

has beenaltered and the cupola removed,
the housestill retains much of its original
character,

‘396 Smith Street Primary School 1885:
William R, Walker, architect. A handsome
example of the QueenAnne style; the pic
turesquenessof theV/a-story brick structure
is enhancedby its contrivedsiting: theirreg
ularly massedbuilding is turned at an angle
to Smith Street,and onecorner of the base
ment is cut along a 45-degreeangle at the
sidewalk line; abovethe basement,the wall
is corbelled out to form a right angle.
Although the steeple has been removed
from thetower, thebuilding retainsmuchof
its originaldetailing,including floriated terra
cottatrim, Replacedasa publicschoolby the
Camden Street Elementary School, the
Smith Street Primary Schoolis still usedby
thecity asoffices for adult education,senior
citizen, and schoolhealth departments.

409 John Healy House ca. 1900: A large late
QueenAnne house,2½-storieshigh with a
cross-gable roof, semi-octagonal corner
turret,and irregular fenestration,The Healy
House,an elaboratemultiple-family dwell
ing, was built by a machinist who lived here
with his family and rented the rest of the
units.

477 Coca-Cola Bottling Plant ca. 1920: The
first Coca-Cola plant in Providence, this
frame, monitor-on-hip-roof structurewith
wood,brick, and aluminumsiding was built
by thecompanyandusedbetween1920 and
completion of thepresentplant on Pleasant
Valley Parkwayq.v. in 1939.

488 Olivo’s Diner, now Joy Village Restaurant
ca. 1949: Onestory high with a flat roof and
‘log-cabin‘ ‘ sheathing,this buildinghasacen
ter entranceflankedby tripartite plate glass
windows on its facade below an applied,
hippedhood.Built asOlivo’s Diner in 1949,
the building hashousedChineserestaurants
since 1953; it is a fine exampleof what con
temporaryarchitecturalcritic RobertVenturi
has termed the "decoratedshed’ - a com
mon form of commercialarchitecture,Now

epitomizedin Las Vegas,the typeis defined
by the application of often elaborateorna
mentation to the facade of an otherwise
anonymousstructureto connote the useof
the building or simply to serveas an eye-
catchingadvertisement.Changinguseof the
building can producea contradictorycom
plexity which furtherenlivenssuchanamus
ing approachto architecture,

506 Alfred J. Richardson House 1888: A
2½-story,QueenAnnedwelling with irregu
lar fenestration,jerkinhead-gableroof, and
an octagonal corner turret, It is one of the
more elaborate 2-family houseson Smith
Hill.

530 United Baptist Church1894: This modest
structure,with simple gable roof, low hip-
roof, corner tower, ogival-arch windows,
and vestigial buttressing,is a typical ver
nacularGothicRevival church.

558 Elmhurst Garage1931: One story high
with a flat roof behind the parapeton the
facade,this brick, pier-and-spandrelgarage
hasa 3-bayfacadewith a centerautomobile
entranceflanked by large plate glass win
dows. As automobile ownership increased
rapidly following the First World War, the
needfor neighborhoodrepairshopswasmet
by structuressuch as this one, which pro
videdmorecompleteautomobilerepairfacili
ties than gasolinestations.

-‘581 CharlesDowlerHouse111872:This elabo
rately deckedout, L-plan, mansard-roofcot
tage, prominently sited at the corner of
Smith StreetandOaklandAvenue,hasrich
ly detailed exterior articulation, including
fish-scaleshinglingon theroof, incisedEast-
lake detailingon thedormers,anoculuswin
dow in themansard,imaginativeCorinthian
colonnetteson the porch, and severalbay
windows,Dowler, whocameto this country
from Englandin theearly 1860s to produce
arms for the Civil War, first lived at 83
Camden Avenue q.v. until building this
moreelaboratedwelling.After theCivil War,
Dowler turned to sculpture, designing the
Collyer Monument in Pawtucket and the
John SparksMonument in Bristol. By the
turnof thecentury,he listedhimself in Prov
idence directories as a designer of interior
andexteriordecorations,models for monu
mentalwork, and patternsfor jewelry. After
his retirementin 1919-at78- he took up
painting; he died here in 1931, Dowler’s
home, with all the whimsical charm of a
holiday-timegingerbreadhouse,epitomizes
what, in thepopularimagination,is thought
of as thequintessentialVictorian dwelling.

1010 LaSalle Academy 1925 et seq.: John W.
Donahue, architect. A 3-story, brick-and-
limestone,flat-roof JacobeanRevival school
building with long rangesof windows di
vided by projecting turrets with iron-railed
balconiesat the 2nd-storylevel and a pro
jecting centralentrancepavilion reachedby
elaborately terraced flights of stairs with
balustrades,The oldestRomanCatholic high
school in the state, LaSalle was founded in
1871 by the Brothers of Christian Schools.

now LaSalle Square in Downtown Prov
idence in a large, brick, 3-story structure.
The schoolabandonedits downtownsite to
move to this spacious 43-acre campus,
which includes extensive playing fields,
important for a school that has long been
known for its fine athletic programs and
winning teams,LaSalle Academy educated
manyof thecity’s 20th-centurypolitical and
businessleaders.The schoolwasexclusively
maleuntil a consolidationof severalregional
schoolsin the fall of 1984 madeit coeduca
tional,

735 William Cook House1886: A large,cross-
gable-roofQueenAnne cottagewith a dis
tinctive, 3-story, octagonal, ogee-dome
towerrising from thecorner of theroof anda
largeporchwrappingaround the south and
west sides, This elaborate dwelling with
manyadditionshaslost moreof its architec
tural detail to recent modernization.Cook
owned a grocery store on Westminster
Street.

805 Edwin B. Gates House 1907: A boxy,
2½-story, gable-and-hip-roof Colonial
Revival housewith a Palladianwindow in
the gable, a porch across the front with
rampedrailings andpairedTuscancolumns,
andan off-center front doorwith sidelights,
Thisasymmetricalhouseis typical of thesub
stantial dwellings built on Smith Street at
the turn of thecentury when Mount Pleas
ant was developing into a middle-income,
suburban residential area, Gates was a
grocer.

1076 Powder Miii Turnpike Toll House
ca. 1816: A plain, l½-story, end-chimney,
flank-gable-roof, 3-bay-facade, side-hall-
plan, structure with a 2-bay wing on the
south side.This building is theonly surviv
ing one of threetoil housesbuilt on this pri
vate turnpike which connectedProvidence
with Harmony. The turnpike, constructedin
1815, was finally deededto thecity in 1873
when it becameupper Smith Street.

1093 ZachariahAllen House ca. 1789: A 2½-
story, center-chimney, flank-gable-roof,
5-bay-facade late Georgian house with
quoinedcorners,splayedlintels with carved
keystonesoverthe ist-storywindows,and a
projecting, pedimented vestibule with an
Ionic pilaster-enframeddoor, The off-center
2nd-storywindow in themiddle bay maybe
the result of 20th-centuryalterations.This
elaborate housewas built for retired ship
owner ZachariahAllen by his housewright
brother Amos, Zachariah Allen’s children
were prominentin 19th-century industrial,
commercial, and civic circles as well as
important patrons of architectJohn Holden
Greenesee109 BenefitStreet,12 Benevolent
Street,27 DrydenLane,I MegeeStreet,and
196 NelsonStreet.

SNOW STREET
‘15- Columbia Building 1897: Frederick E.

25 Field, architect. A characteristicand hand
some 4-story, brick commercialblock with
copper trim, mid-2Oth-centurystorefronts,
4-bayarticulationof the2nd and 3rd stories
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with 2-story bay windows,a boxedcornice
with elaboratefrieze and balustrade,and a
flat roof. The Columbia Building continues
in its original use as a commercial block.
Sincethe early 1970s, it hashousedtheOn
Leong ChineseMerchantsAssociation,

SOMERSET STREET
8 Frederick I. Marcy House 1875: A 2½-

story, mansard-roofhousewith elaborate
bay windows and wrought iron roof crest
ing. The welt-kept lawn is surroundedby a
wroughtiron picket fence.Marcy wasa part
ner in Sturdy & Marcy, jewelry manufactur
ers at 95 Pine Streetwhen he built this large
dwelling nearBroad Street,

SOUTH STREET
54 William Ham Houseca. 1800:A 2½-story,

Federal house with splayed lintel blocks,
This simplehouse,now artificially sided,has
been convertedto a bar with an additionon
the Richmond Street side. The earliest
knownownerof thehousewas a ship’s car
penterwho lived here in the 1820s,

123 Phenix Iron Foundry ca. 1870:A 2-story,
brick, industrial building with a gable roof,
This building was part of a larger complex
see 110 Elm Street,

SOUTH ANGELL STREET
90 HumphreyAimy House1870: A large,2½-

story, cross-gable-roof, L-plan italianate
house with bracketedtrim and a bay win
dow, The unusualkeyhole-archfront porch
was probablyaddedin thelate 1880s to de
signs by Almy’s son Arthur, a little-known
Providencearchitectwho apprenticedwith
AlpheusC. Morseandpracticedinto theear
ly yearsof the 20th century.

SOUTH COURT STREET
‘17- GoldenBall inn ElI 1784 et seq.:A stag-

23 gered,2-story frame building ascendingthe
hill on the southside of thestreet,this is the
rear elI to theGoldenBail Inn, a large4-story
frame building with a doublebalcony along
thefront, The inn wasoriginally operatedby
Henry Rice and often provided lodging for
visitors to Providencewho had businessat
the State Houseat 150 Benefit Streetq.v.;
with the State Houseand the stable across
the streetsee 160 Benefit Street, it formed
animportantcivicnodein19th-centuryProv
idence. Early distinguishedguestsincluded
the Marquisde Lafayette,Mrs, JohnAdams,
and ThomasJefferson,The building was ex
tensivelyalteredthroughoutits life, andthe
main portion was demolishedin 1941,

SOUTH MAIN STREET
Beginning at its intersection with College
Street at Market Square qv., this is the
southern part of The Towne Street, Estab
lished in 1638 astheprincipal streetof Roger
Williams’s original settlement,The Towne
Streetparalleledtheeasternedgeof theProv
idenceRiver and extendedfrom Wickenden
Streetto Olney Street, From themid-l8th to
themid-l9th century,thenorthernstretchof
SouthMain Streetwas thecommercialcen
ter of Providence.A major conflagrationin

early 1801 destroyedbuildingson both sides
of the street for 500 feet south of Planet
Street; the fire presagedthe decline of the
street as the town’s principal commercial
thoroughfare,However, the street did re
main an important transportation link
throughthe 19th century,and its width was
increasedandregularizedto 60 feet between
1902 and1905. The streethadfallen on hard
times by the mid-2Oth century - particu
larly its southernportion - and was desig
natedan urban renewalprojectareaby the
ProvidenceRedevelopmentAgency in the
early 1960s, The ProvidencePreservation
Society joined forces with the New York
real estate firm Nassoit-Sulzberger& Co.
later Sulzberger-Rolfe,and as co-devel
opersthey proposeda $10,000,000plan for
redevelopmentof the area on a mixed-use
basis and included both rehabilitation and
new construction.This collaboration turned
the formerly blighted area around, and
investment by 1981 had reached over
$11,000,000.

‘1- Jackson/GardnerPark 1951, 1964: A
19 small, woodedpark oppositetheProvidence

CountyCourt Housesee250 BenefitStreet
bisectedby a wide, brick sidewalk, in the
centerof which is a marble monument,The
park wasdedicatedto thememoryof F, Ellis
Jackson1879-1950,architectof the Court
House,and Henry B. Gardner,Jr. ca. 1908-
45, lawyer and naval officer killed during
World War Ii. The landscapingof oak trees
was privately funded under thedirection of
Mrs, Henry D. Sharpe see 84 Prospect
Street:in 1968, a marble monumentcarved
in Florenceby Bino Bini was installed in the
centerof thepark - a memorialto Giovanni
daVerrazzano1485?-1527,oneof theearly
Europeanexplorersof NarragansettBay; the
monumentwas thegift of two Italian towns,
Carraraand Creva, Verrazzano’sbirthplace,

31 Old Stone Square 1982-85: Edward
Larrabee Barnes, architect. An 11-story,
steel-frameoffice building asymmetrically
massedwith a large,recessedentranceporch
on thenortheastand a large terracecarved
out of the upper stories on the northwest,
The building is sheathedin 2 shadesand
textures of granite arrangedin a checker
boardpattern- a variationof theOld Stone
Bank’s logo - and tinted glass.Developed
principally by Old StoneBank and Dimeo
Construction Company, this building
sparkeda community-widecontroversybe
causeof its scaleanddesign; originally con
ceivedas two, stepped-back,mirror-image
buildings facing each other acrossa plaza
centeredon theOld StoneBank at 86 South
Main Street q.v., the schemewas revised
by a committeeorganizedby Major Vincent
A. Cianci,Jr. andincluding thearchitect,the
developers,and several local experts on
design. The secondscheme,brick-clad like
the first, was abandonedafter litigation
threatenedtimely completion.As part of the
compromise reachedamong the involved
litigants. thedevelopersabandonedbuilding
on thenorthernpartof theparcel - thereby
preservingsomethingof thevista of historic
buildings on South Main Street - in ex
changefor complete control over thedesign

of thebuilding.This,theproductof that com
promise,isin somewaysan interestingbuild
ing, theonly onein the stateby this nation
ally prominentarchitect. It is nevertheless
vastly different in scale, proportion, and
massingfrom nearbystructures- including
thelarge,GeorgianRevival courthouse,

‘50 JosephBrown House1774:JosephBrown,
architect, A handsome,unique,brick build
ing 2½-storieshigh abovea full basement
story faced with brownstoneand now con
taining an Ionic-pilasterentrance.The origi
nalentrancewas at what would now becon
sideredthe 2nd story; that doorwayand its
doubleflight of steps were removedwhen
this buildingbecametheheadquartersof the
ProvidenceBank, and the street-level en
trancewasrequiredfor commercialuse,The
most famous feature of the JosephBrown
houseis its very baroqueogee gable,a bit of
unheard-of architectural exuberance in
Americandomesticarchitectureandbestex
plainedasthefirst North Americanexample
of an architect’s house; the form derives
from a gardenpavilion publishedearlier in
theeighteenthcenturyin one of the pattern
books Brown is known to have owned,
JosephBrown 1733-85, one of the four
famousBrown brothers,taughtmathematics
andastronomyat Brown Universityandwas
anamateurarchitectanda very capableone,
though of fairly conservativebent. But in
designinghis own home,like so many19th-
and20th-centuryarchitects,he incorporated
somethingextraordinarythat really sethim
apart: theogeegabledid just that, andit has
been copied repeatedlyin 19th- and 20th-
century buildings, especially in Rhode
Island, becominga sort of local icon of the
"Colonial," Thehouseremainedin theBrown
family afterJoseph’sdeath,and it was here
that his brothers John and Moses founded
the ProvidenceBank in 1791, The building
servedasthebank’sheadquartersuntil con
structionof newquartersat 100 Westminster
Streetq.v. in the 20th century. The build
ing is still usedby Brown heirs as the head
quartersof the family’s financial operations.

‘66 Mauran-Balch Block 1846: A 4½-story,
72 brick commercial block with flank-gable

roof, stone trim, and fine cast-iron store
fronts. Built by JosephMauran and Joseph
Baich, merchants, this mid-l9th-century
commercialblock is oneof thefew of its kind
remainingin the city.

‘86 Old Stone Bank 1854, 1898: C.G. & JR.
Hail, architects, 18S4; Stone, Carpenter &
Wilison, architects, 1898. The Providence
Institution for Savings incorporated1819
erected the northernmost portion of this
structure as its headquartersin 1854: the
original structure, built of granite, was
1-story high with a pedimentedgable roof
set end to thestreetanda 3-bayfacadewith
a pedimented center entrance flanked by
trabeatedwindows. In 1898, thebank incor
poratedthis portion into the present struc
ture, a suave,grey-granite,American Renais
sancestructure with a colossalCorinthian
porticocenteredon the3-bay facade,A low,
gold-leaf-and-copperdomesits atop a low
octagonal drum with parapet,centeredon
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the low-hip roof, The building is set back 1790s.Peck marriedHacker’sdaughter,and cornice, and a flat roof. This building was
slightly from the streetbehind a handsome,
turned-balustrade.granitefence- anexpan
sion of the 1854 original - and a splayed
perron.The interior bankinghall is particu
larly handsome:locatedunderthedomeand
circular in plan, it hasa richly ornamented,
highly articulatedcoffered ceiling. Finished
with brassand marble and surroundedby
paneled offices, this banking room, hung
with portraits, is one of the most beautiful
and bestpreservedin the country.

‘110 Benoni Cooke House1828: John Holden
Greene,architect, A 2½-story, brick Federal
house with a monitor-on-hip roof now
minus itsoriginalbalustrades.The structure
hasa handsome,arcadedbasementon the
street elevation, and the main entrance,
locatedone story aboveandcenteredin the
5-baynorthelevation,is setat right anglesto
the streetand hasan Ionic portico reached
by a long flight of stonesteps.A modified
Palladianwindow, characteristicof Greene,
is positionedabove the main entrance,This
houseis thesurvivor of a pair that originally
faced eachother acrossa private drive and
shared a common mews; the Rufus Green
House 1828; John Holden Greene, archi
tect was demolishedin 1895 to clearthesite
for the expansionof the Old StoneBank at
86 South Main Street q.v.. The surviving
house today contains Old Stone Bank
offices,

Roitman’s: See 160 South Water Street.

George Corliss House 1746-50: A 2½-
story, gambrel-roof, 5-bay-facade, mid-
18th-century house with rare, attic-story,
end-gableoverhangs and a reproduction
pedimentedcenterentrance.GeorgeCorliss,
who built this house,was a merchantand
mariner, John Corliss inherited the house,
and laterbuilt theoriginal portion of theCar
rington Houseat 66 Williams Streetq.v.. in
1801, a fire broke out in the rear of this
house and destroyed many commercial
buildings along SouthMain Street,then the
commercialcenterof Providence,This build
ing survived,however,and was long a com
mercial structure,In thelate 19th century,it
was raised from its foundationsand a new
1st story was insertedbeneaththeold build
ing. When Gower & Co. substantiallyreha
bilitated the building in 1977, the late 19th-
century 1st floor was removedand the old
building brought down to its foundations
again. While theexterior is a fine representa
tion of mid-l8th-century houses - now
quite rare in Providence - the interior is
wholely new retail and office space.

‘220 JosephPeck House 1805: A square, 2-
story, brick Federalhousewith low hip roof,
Set on a high basement, it has a south-
facing,5-bayfacadeturnedat right anglesto
thestreet.The tall chimneyshereare placed
on thefacade,a positionrelatively little used
in Providence,This housewas built to re
placea mid-l8th-century houseon the site,
destroyedin thefire of 1801 seeSouthMain
Street.JoshuaHacker’shousewas standing
here soon after mid-century, and by the
1760s was known as Hacker’sHall, a popu
lar placeof assemblyfrom the I 760sinto the

the couple madetheir homein her family’s
houseuntil thefire, Peck,"engagedin trade,"
lived hereinthenew housefor a time before
selling it to Seth Adams see47-49 George
Street.

‘231 Fall River Iron Works Building, now the
Bayard Ewing Building, Rhode Island
Schoolof Design1848, 1978: A large,rec
tangular, 3½-story, brick Greek Revival
industrial structurewith a pedimented-end
gable roof, The facadehasa trabeatedstore
front of granite monoliths, The company
was founded in Fall River, Massachusetts
thena part of RhodeIsland in 1822 to man
ufacture nails, It owned and occupiedthis
building from its constructionuntil 1881. In
the late 19th andearly 20th centuries,Rum
ford ChemicalWorks occupiedthestructure
as its main office, In 1927, The Phillips Lead
Company, a plumbing supply house,pur
chasedthe property and continuedto use it
until 1973. Takenover by thecity urban re
newal authority as part of the largeSouth
Main Streetproject, it was rehabilitatedand
reopenedin 1978 by RhodeIslandSchool of
Design as the headquartersfor the school’s
Division of ArchitectureIrving B, Haynes&
Associates,architects.

‘245- Clarkeand NightingaleBlock 1815-25:A
257 much reworked,3½-story, brick-and-stone,

Federalblock with a low hip roof, Probably
built andfirst usedasresidentialrow houses,
this block was erectedby one of the leading
mercantilefirms of theperiod; theprincipals
in the firm lived just up College Hill at 383
and 357 Benefit Streetq,v,. The block was
gutted and thoroughly rehabilitatedas part
of theSouthMain Streeturban renewalpro
ject in the early l97Os.

263- Comstock Block 1824: John Holden
273 Greene, architect, A much reworked, 3½-

story, brick, Federalblock, Like theadjacent
ClarkeandNightingale Block, theComstock
Block was originally residential.Josephand
William Comstock built the block, William
was a mariner and captain of neighbor
MosesEddy’ssee283-297SouthMain ship
Folton, a packet between Providenceand
New York; on this line, he was "long and
favorablyknown to thepublic asa navigator
of Long Island Sound."William lived herein
themid-1820s.This block too was acquired,
gutted, andrehabilitatedas part of theSouth
Main Streeturbanrenewalproject in theear
ly 1970s,

‘283- Eddy Block 1812: A much reworked,
297 3½-story,brick, Federalblock with a low hip

roof, One of the oldest row housesin the
city, it wasbuilt by MosesEddy1766-1823,
a merchantand owner of a fleet of packet
ships operating between Providence and
New York, It was acquired,gutted,andreha
bilitated as part of the South Main Street
urban renewalproject in the early l970s.

‘303 EngineCo. No. 2 1892: Stone, Carpenter,
and Wilison, architects,A 2-story, Richard
sonianRomanesquefire station built of brick
with a pair of round-archcarriageentrances
in the carved-stone1st story, round-arch
windows at the 2nd-story level, a corbel

acquired,gutted, and rehabilitatedfor com
mercial useaspart of the SouthMain Street
urban renewalproject.

‘312 Rebekahand Peleg Williams House ca.
177W: This fine andimposing2½-storybrick
dwelling is set on a street-level basement
and turned with its facadefacing south; the
entranceis reachedby a long flight of brown
stonesteps. The 5-bay facadehasa center
entranceand stringcoursesbetweenstories.
The mansardroof is a later addition,but the
eli on the eastsideprobably is original. The
Williams House allegedly was the Prov
idenceresidenceof the Marquis de Chastel
lux during the Revolutionary War. Toward
theend of the 18th century, the Williamses
deededthe houseto the Thayers, sons of
Mrs. Williams, and the houseremainedin
that family until 1915. More recently, the
houseis identified with the "Battle of South
Main Street,"so called becauseof theobjec
tionsof theownerto thearea’s rehabilitation
and the displacement problems thereby
engendered.

‘321 Heritage Building 1966-67: FentonKeyes
Associates,architects,A 4-story, brick-faced,
steel-frameoffice building with a flat roof,
The exterior is articulatedby heavy brick
piers with brick spandrels. Though larger
than many surroundingbuildingson South
Main Street,this redevelopmentprojectech
oessomewhatthescaleand massingof area
industrial buildings.

‘369- George and Oliver Earle Warehouse
371 ca. 1820: A 3½-story,randomashlarbuild

ing set gable end to the street with a late
19th-centurystorefront - now somewhat
remodeled- and loadingbayson eachfloor
on the south sideof thebuilding. Built as a
warehousewhen this was an active part of
the Port of Providence,this building was
remodeledasoffice spaceduringtheredevel
opmentof South Main Streetin the 1970s,

‘385- Earles Block ca. 1872: A brick, 3-story
395 italianate commercial building with wide

eaves,paired windows,and a rehabilitated
storefront,GeorgeB. Earle built this as com
mercial space.

‘403 Captain Joseph Tiiiinghast House
ca. 1770:A 2½-story,5-bay-facade,center
hail-plan housewith 2 interior brick chim
ney stacks and a central, pedimenteden
trance with paneled pilasters, Tillinghast
was the owner of a line of packet boats
operatingbetweenProvidenceandNewport.
He built his house on land claimed by his
great-grandfather Pardon Tiilinghast in
1645, thesite of Providence’sfirst wharf and
warehouse,JosephTillinghast commanded
one of the boatsinvolved in the burning of
the British revenueschoonerGaspeein 1772,

614 Hicks Boiler Works 1870: A fairly small,
2’/2-story, brick, mansard-roof, industrial
building with a large central entrance
crownedwith a console-supportedentabla
ture. Establishedby George Hicks in 1861,
the company occupiedseveralsmall, frame
structureson the site beforethe completion

‘161

‘201
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of this building. Hicks specialized in the
manufacture of stationary and marine
boilers and dealt with shipbuilders and
owners in the surroundingwaterfront area.
The firm remained in family hands until
1920. Foundry work continued here until
the mid-1970s,

SOUTH WATER STREET
‘160 Oakdale Manufacturing Co., now

Roitman’s FurnitureCo. 1854, 1895: A 4-
story, brick-and-stone structure built by
William Butler at the cornerof SouthWater
andPackettStreetsandusedasa warehouse
for almost35 years.The OakdaleMfg. Co., a
margarineproducer,purchasedthebuilding
in 1891 and fitted it out for manufacturing,
In 1894, the companybought the lot to the
south and constructeda 6-story brick build
ing with granite trim anda flat roof; the ori
ginal structure was raised 2 stories at that
time, Oakdale remainedin business until
1916, when the butter lobby succeededin
procuring a stiff tax on thecolor additive to
margarine,eventuallycompromisingthefin
ancial successof many margarinemanufac
turers, The complexhouseda tin-canmanu
factory until the early 1930s, Since1939, it
has housedRoitman’s and the entranceis
now through a modern doorwayon South
Main Street.

‘516- Providence Steam Engine Company
528 1834-1918:A complex of adjacent,stone-

and-brick, industrial buildings dating from
various periods in the long history of this
important steam-engine manufacturing
company. The first building of the complex

was the stuccoedstone building, surviving
at the rear of thecomplex, erectedbetween
1834 and 1844 byJohn Babcock,Willard Fair
banks,and R.L, Thurston,Babcockhad est
ablishedthecompanyin 1821, Incorporated
in 1863, the firm immediately enlarged its
plant by adding a brick building, with
round-archedfenestration,on South Main
Street,in the 1890sthecompanygreatly ex
panded the factory by adding the brick
machine shop on South Water Street in
1894, andrebuildingandextendingthe 1863
wing in 1893-94to its presentappearanceas
a long, brick, 2-storybuilding. Between1908
andl9l8thecompanyfiltedtheinteriorcourt-
yard with a brick building. The company
was a major producerof boilers and steam
enginesand at one time had over 250 em
ployees.

SPARROW STREET
These five identical 3-deckers were con
structedin 1925: thethreeon thenorthside
of thestreetby Max j, Richter, thedeveloper
of Richter Streetq,v.. and the two on the
south side by theVolpe family. Typical ex
amples of l920s 3-deckers,these buildings
have full-facade-width front porches and
wide-eavesend-gableroofs.The only differ
encebetweenthe two groups is the useof
pairedcolumnson theporchesof the Richter
buildings.

SPRAGUE STREET
11 The ReverendJohn A. Perry House ca.

1867: A fine, 2-story, frame, end-gable-roof

dwelling whose cornice, front door, and
window-hood bracketing all terminate in
pendants.it wasbuilt for oneof thefounders
and pastorof the nearby GreenwichStreet
FreeBaptist Church.

13 Ezra Harrington House ca. 1865: A mod
est, end-gable-roofcottage with dentil cor
nices,cornicereturns,anda possiblyoriginal
bracketeddoor hood. It was built for Har
rington, a carpenter.

STANWOOD STREET

192 Hoel-Taylor House ca. 1851: A modest,
end-gable-roof,plain-trimmed Greek Re
vival cottage, one of the oldest housesin
Elmwood, The original clapboardwails are
now shingled over, The Hoels sold this
house in 1853; it changedhands several
timesbeforeHenryTaylor boughtit in 1856,
and he lived hereuntil 1897.

STATION PLACE
Providence Railroad Station 1981-86:
Skidmore OwensMen’ill, architects;Gilbane
Building Co., builders,A I-story. reinforced-
concretestructure,trapezoidalin plan, with
a low saucerdomecenteredoverthemassof
thebuilding anda prominentclock tower on
the southwest corner, It supersedesUnion
Stationsee4 ExchangePlace.The building,
atop a largedeck systemsetover the tracks
of thenortheastcorridor, is thefirst building
within the Capitol Center project, a far-
reachingdevelopmentplan to bridge what
hasbeena "no man’sland" sincethecomple
tion of the 1898 Union Station with its via-
ducts and freight yards separatingDown
town Providencefrom theState Houseat 90
Smith Streetq.v.. The grade of the areais
being radically changed,with the railroad
tracksmovedseveralhundredfeetnorthand
locatedat the existing grade;throughdeck
ing, the slope south from the State House
lawn hasbeen lessenedand the tracks be
come, in effect, below visible grade. First
proposedby the ProvidenceFoundation in
the late 1970s, theprojectwas seenas a 20-
year developmentproject and is guidedby
the Capitol Center Commissionto ensure
designandusecontrol, The stationitself was
designedto harmonizewith theStateHouse
without being too assertive,

STEEPLE STREET

‘3 Congdon & Carpenter Co. Building ca.
1793: By 1790. JosephCongdon was offer
ing "lately cometo handandnow for sale,A
Quantity of iron-Stock, for the Use of
Forges,amongstwhich isalargeProportion
suitable for Blacksmiths’ Business."A con
siderablemarketawaited,for in addition to a
steadydemandfor tools, firearms, maritime
instruments,andfarming implementsmade
of iron, the incipient industries of Provi
dence, Pawtucket, and the hinterland in
creasingly required Congdon’s wares. His
move to this 3-story, hip-roof, brick struc
ture in 1793 implies early successand ex
pansion.The importediron bars that formed
his usualstockdomesticiron was rareuntil
thesecondquarterof the 19th centurywere
stored in a small warehouseon the north
sideof thestructure,During its 75-yearten-

ancy of this building, the company ex
pandedinto retail salesof hardware,horse
supplies, and coach equipment. With the
outbreak of the Civil War, orders from
Rhodeislandmanufacturerspouredin for all
kinds of flat, round, and squareiron; spring
steel;horseshoesandhorseshoenails; hoops
and bands; and caulking steel. Hurried
ordersto organizeandequipan armyplaced
heavy demands on textile and machine
manufacturers,who in turn relied on Cong
don & Carpenterto supply their needs.By
the endof thewar, the company’sactivities
requiredmore space,and Congdon& Car
penter moved one block north to a new
structureat the corner of Canal and Eliza
beth Streets, since demolished.The com
pany movedto 405 PromenadeStreetq.v.
in 1930. This structureis theoldestindustrial
building in the city and, after Pawtucket’s
SlaterMill, theoldest in the state.

‘9 George and Smith Owen Building ca.
1847: A handsome,mid-I9th-centurycom
mercial building, 3½-storieshigh, built of
brick with stonetrim and a gableroof with
clerestorymonitor. The Owenbrotherswere
jewelry manufacturers;their businessalong
with those of several other small jewelry
producers located here, They later built a
businessblock at 101 Dyer Streetq.v..

STEWART STREET
107 The Electric Building 1890: A 4-story,

granite-trimmed,brick industrial building
erected for the manufacture of electric
engines.This unusuallyhandsomefactory,
with its bandsof windows unified by granite
stringcourses, still maintains architectural
interest though much of its cornice and its
original windows have been removed, It
housedtheAmerican Electrical Works Com
pany until 1894, when that firm moved to
Phillipsdale.

STIMSON AVENUE
* Stimson Avenue and Diman Place q.v.

comprise a uniquely well preserved late
19th-centuryresidentialenclave very much
off the beatenpath yet in the heartof the
EastSide;the area is noteworthyfor its am
biance and the unusual concentrationof
large, fine, architect-designed dwellings
built over a relatively short period of time.
Boundedby the high stonewalls of Dexter
Asylum now Brown University’s Aldrich-
Dexter Field at 225-235 Hope Street [q.v,J
on the north and east,Hope Street on the
west, and Angell Streeton the south, this
areawasonce partof EbenezerKnight Dex
ter’s extensive land holdings see 300-302
Angell Street;in 1824 he left much of the
land to the city. By mid-century, part of
Stimson Avenue and all of Diman Place
were still part of the Knight farm property
and owned by John J. Stimson; the restbe
longedto TrumanBeckwith,whosesonbuilt
a househere in 1861 see 2 Stimson Ave
nue. The land was platted for residential
developmentin 1882. andthe areawassub
stantially filledby 1900,

‘2 Amos N. Beckwith Houseca. 1861, 1867:
Aipheus Morse. architect; Alfred Stone,

11-13,
15-17,
16-18,
19-21,
20-22
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architect for alterations. A 2½-story, hip-
roof, asymmetrical, suburban villa in the
ltalianatestyle and dominatedby a 4-story
entrancetower. The housewas considerably
expanded in 1867 at a cost of $10,000.
Located at the corner of Hope Street and
Stimson Avenue,this houserelateshistori
cally to the developmentof Hope Street,
which saw increased development after
mid-century see, for example, 190, 193,
198-200, 199 Hope Street. Beckwith, the
son of Truman Beckwith see 42 College
Street, was active in his family’s cotton-
brokeragebusiness; his heirs platted this
land, originally owned by his father, in the
late 19th century to createhalf of the resi
dentialenclave on StimsonAvenue.

‘8 B. Thàmas Potter House, now interna
tional House1897: Edward I. Nickerson,
architect. A long andnarrow, 2½-story, yel
low Roman-brickdwelling with a high slate
roof, large gabled dormers, and extensive
coppertrim, appearingevenon thecolumns
for the inset corner entrance porch, This
elaborate,eclectic houseisatypical example
of Nickerson’swork in the 1890s, Potterwas
a real estateand insurancebroker with of
fices in the BaniganBuilding see 10 Wey
bosset Street;between1909 and 1921, this
was thehomeof Miss Rebecca0. Sheldon,
and the Potterslived on Arlington Avenue.
The Potterfamily lived hereagainfrom 1921
until 1940, when they movedto Edgewood.

‘9 Harry A. Waldron House1893: Hoppin,
Read& Hoppin, architects.A handsomeand
characteristicallyeclecticQueenAnnedwell
ing built of grey Roman brick, wood, and
slate. A gambrel roof dominateshere,cover
ing both the2nd story and theattic, a favor
ite motif in turn-of-the-century Queen
Anne/Colonial Revivalhouses;this cottage-
like effect of thegambrel roof disappearson
the rear to reveala full 2 stories- a sort of
salt-box in reverse.A semi-octagonaltower
is centeredon the facade,adjacentto an in
tricately paneled asymmetrical entrance.
Waldron was an agentat Henry W. Cooke,
"real-estateand insuranceauctioneers."

‘16 Dart House1893: Stone,Carpenter& Will
son, architects. A shingled, Queen Anne/
Colonial Revival dwelling with a dominant,
2-storygambrel roof setendto thestreet:the
roof coversthe 2nd story andthe attic, with
generousoverhangsat each level. The en
trance porch is setwithin the block of the
houseat one corner.GeorgeH. Dart 1845-
97 was treasurerof the HouseholdSewing
Machine Co. and trustee of the estateof
Williamj. King. He lived herewith his wife,
his brother William B. Dart 1838-97,who
was treasurerof RhodeIsland Tool Co. see
148 West RiverStreet,andhis nephewWil
liam C. Dart. Following the deathsof his
father and his uncle, William Dart became
presidentof Rhode islandTool Co. and con
tinued to live here.

‘19 Joseph E. Fletcher House 1890, 1911:
Stone,Carpenter& Willson, architects.One
of the really greatlate 19th-centuryhouses
in Providence,the FletcherHouseis a large
and imposing late QueenAnne dwelling of

brick with a brownstonebasementandslate-
hung 2nd story. The materialsand individ
ual details are inherently picturesque,but
here they are organizedinto a symmetrical.
almost severe design on a monumental
scale.The center entrance is balanced by
flanking bay windows, rising the height of
the facadeandculminating in balconiesfor
the large dormers, Heavy carved brackets
supporta wideoverhangabovethe 1st story.
The carriagehouse,at therear of thelot and
highly visible, is a reducedversion of the
main house,with a high, jerkinhead-gable
roof with a cupola and cross gables. The
houseis sited on a doublelot andsetendto
thestreet,facinga broadlawn. Becauseof its
scaleand siting, the housedominatesStim
son Avenueand contributessignificantly to
theambianceof the neighborhood.Charles
Fletcher, presidentof the ProvidenceWor
sted Mills, built this house for his son
Joseph.The Fletcher family remainedhere
for twenty years.GraceM, Reynoldsbought
the housein 1911 andaddedthelargewing
on the southwestcorner to accommodatea
larger kitchen and more bedrooms. The
houseremainedin theReynoldsfamily until
1978, when it passedto Central Congrega
tional Churchsee296 Angeli Street,which
sold it. The house remains a single-family
dwelling.

20 Condit-Benedict House 1884: A simple
QueenAnne, clapboard-and-shingledwell
ing 2½-storieshigh with a cross-gableroof
and turned-spindleporch. Frederick Condit
built this houseas an investmentandsold it
soon after completion to William Benedict,
ownerof Wm, C. Benedict& Co., oil dealers
at 31 SouthWater Street,

‘24 Newton D. Arnold House1888: EdwardI,
Nickerson, architect. An elaborate late
QueenAnne house,2½-storieshigh with a
complex, slate-clad,cross-gableroof with a
3-story, octagonalcorner tower. The elabo
rately articulated walls are covered with
shingle and clapboard. At the time this
housewas built Arnold was the treasurerof
theRumfordChemicalWorks, locatedin the
Fail River Iron Works Building, 231 South
Main Streetq.v..

‘30 Thurston-GladdingHouse1886: Gould &
Angell. architects.A handsomeand unusual
Queen Anne dwelling, with a broad ver
anda,squattowers, and a sprawling L-plan;
2½-storieshigh, it is covered with brick and
clapboard and has a complex, slate-clad,
cross-gableroof. BenjaminThurston, an at
torney who lived at 150 WatermanStreet
q.v., built this as an investment; John R.
Cladding, paymasterfor the New York,
Providence& BostonRailroad, was its first
resident,

33 William P. Goodwin House 1885; J.B.
Goodwin, architect. A 2½-story, shingled
Queen Anne housewith a cross-gableroof
and small, somewhat altered entrance
porch. Goodwin was secretaryof the Mer
chantsInsuranceCo.

36 John A. Cross House 1887: Gould &
Angell, architects. A 2½-story, brick-and-

shingle-cladQueenAnne housewith a high
hip roof, octagonal, conical-roof. corner
tower on the west side, and recesseden
trance porch. Cross, an alumnus of Brown
University, was secretary of the Valley
WorstedMill at 45 EagleStreetq.v..

‘40 EdwardClark Houseca. 1891:A 2½-story,
end-gable-roof, vaguely Tudoresque, late
QueenAnne dwelling with a brick 1st story
anda 2nd story clad in bandedshingles.The
2-story, semi-octagonalcorner bay window
on the southwestbalancesthe late Gothic,
gabled entranceporch. Clark was secretary
and vice-presidentof theRhodeIslandHos
pital TrustCo.

‘44 CharlesH. SpragueHouse1894:Edwardi,
Nickerson, architect. The high cross-gable
roof, slate-and-brickcladding, and asym
metrical massingof this 2½-storyhouseare
typically QueenAnne, but surface embel
lishment is largely derived from a Colonial
vocabulary,including thebow-frontedionic
entrance porch, molded window caps,
quoins, and Pailadianwindow in the front
gable. Spraguewas partnerin 3.5. Sprague
& Co., graindealers;he movedherefrom 17
Arch Streetq.v..

‘SO Calder-RobertsonHouse 1892: William
Chamberlain Boston, architect. A fine
example of the Colonial Revival at its most
imaginative,this 2½-story,clapboardhouse
hasa gambrel roof that sweepsdownunbro’
ken in front to the 1st-story ionic-column
porch. setwithin theblock of thehouse,giv
ing the building a salt-box configuration.
Threeelaborate,pedimenteddormersdomi
natethe roof on the facade,and the lattice-
work porch hasa large Palladian-window
motif at its southernend.Albert Calder,who
owned an apothecaryon North Main Street,
built this house for his daughter, Mary
Calder Robertson,andson-in-law, R. Austin
Robertson, treasurerof the Builders iron
Foundry. In 1912, thebuilding was extended
to thenorthin thesamestyle, andthenorth
ernmostdormer was added at that time.

‘60 Louis B. RobertsonHouse1892: Gould &
Angel, architects.A 2½-story Colonial Re
vival house with a gambrel roof brought
down to the top of the 1st story. A 2-story,
semi-octagonalbay window on the north
west cornerdominatesthe streetelevation,
The building is turned with its end toward
the street,and thecenter-entrancefacadeis
on the south side. This format was one re
peatedby Gould & Angell throughout the
1890s.Robertsonwasa broker of "seaisland
cotton" with offices at 4 Market Square.

*67 CharlesH. BakerHouse1898:A 2½-story,
brick-, clapboard-,and-shingleQueenAnne
housewith a cross-gable,high hip roof and
complex massing. The facade, with an
arcadedentranceporch, is dominatedby the
brick-faced, stepped, Dutch cross gable.
Baker was superintendentof the Gorham
Mfg. Co. at 333 AdelaideAvenueq.v.; he
died in 1899, soon aftermoving into his new
house.

‘70 StephenWatermanHouse1887-88:Stone,
Carpenter& Willson, architects.A 2½-story,
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cross-gable-roofhouse with bandedshin- Ish Orphanageon this 2½-acreparcel. The Angell, architects. A 2½-story, hip-roof,
gles; its arcadedporch is set within the
northwestcorner of the block of the build
ing. This handsome,simple,"shingle-style"
houseis typical of thearchitects’work in the
late 1880s, Waterman 1863-1944,an in
dustrialistand architect,wasa partnerin the
tool-manufacturingfirm Nicholas & Water
man, at the corner of Beverly and Mason
Streets.

‘SO James C. Greenough House 1882: A

square, 2½-story, hip-roof, shingle-clad
housewith a 3-story, hip-roof tower on the
southeastsideandample useof fan-pattern
panels for trim, The entranceis within a
porchon the3-bay facade,Greenough,prin
cipal of the State Normal School see 199
Promenade Street, erected this simple
houseas an investmentproperty;it was the
first dwelling built on the newly platted
Stimsonestate.

SUMMER STREET

109- BurdonSeamlessFilled Wire Co. 1888:A

111 handsomelydetailed, 4-story brick factory
with a corbel cornice and hoodmolds,
Founded by Levi Burdon, this company is
reputedto have been the first to manufac

ture seamlessgold- and silver-platedtubing
used in jewelry manufacture,Burdon de
signedthe machineryfor this process;it was
installed in this building on its completion.
The company, which mergedwith a Paw

tucket firm in 1902, continuedto operateat

this location until 1918.

SUMMIT AVENUE

At RochambeauEncampmentMarker 1907:
Brew- The bronzeplaque affixed to a rough-hewn

ster block of granite was erectedby the Rhode
St. islandSociety of the Sonsof the Revolution

to mark thesite whereRochambeau’stroops
campedin 1782 on theDexterFarm see957
North Main Street.

[140] Summit Avenue School 1924: Office of
theCommissionerof PublicBuildings, archi
tects, Set on a high basement,a 3-story,
stone-trim,brick schoolwith a low hip roof,
wide frieze beneatha dentil cornice, long
ranges of windows with metal spandrel
panels,and pedimenteddoorwaysat either
end, one for boys and one for girls. This
schoolwas built to servethegrowing popu
lation of the former farmlands north of
RochambeauAvenue, platted in the early
20th century.

164 Jewish Orphanage,now Miriam Hospital
1921, 1950-52, 1964-67, 1975: Barker &
Turoff,architects.A complexof 2-to 4-story,
brick and concrete, fiat-roof, simple,
modernistbuildings. An outgrowth of Mir
iam Lodge Number 13, Order of Brith Abra
ham, the Miriam Hospital Associationwas
establishedin 1907 "for the purpose of
building, maintaining, and operatinga He
brew Hospital." The Association’sefforts at
fundraising reachedfruition in November
1925 with thepurchaseof a brick row house
at 31-41 ParadeStreet q.v.. By the mid
l940s, theParadeStreetbuilding proved too
small for the growinghospital, and in 1945
thehospitalbought theno-longer-usedJew-

abandonedbuilding wasremodeledandex
panded with a large wing built between
1950 and1952, when the hospitalmovedto
this location. The hospital expandedwith
the constructionof a large addition in the
l960s, and a new Intensive Care Unit was
completedin the 1970s, Since1969, Miriam
has been associatedwith the medical pro
gram at Brown University. Still sponsored
by individuals and organizations in the
greaterProvidenceJewishcommunity, Mir
iam Hospital is open to all,

SUMTER STREET

89- Martin J. Crofwel House 1911: A clap-
91 board-and-shingle2-family dwelling with a

steepcross-gableroof, paired-columnporch,
and large tripartite windows,Crofwel wasa
compositor for the ProoidenceDaily Journal,
and his wife, Agnes, taught at the Temple
StreetSchool.

169 Harry GoldenbergHouseca. 1939:A 2½-
story, cross-gable-roof,brick, stucco, and
half-timber dwelling with cast-iron trim.
Built for the presidentand treasurerof the
ParamountCorniceCompany,it is typical of
the 1920s and ‘30s Tudor Revival houses,
common in suburban developments.Al
though at leastthree werebuilt in Elmwood
and a numberon the East Side, the Tudor
Revival neverapproachedthe popularity of
the Colonial Revival.

SUPERIOR STREET
105 Nathan B. Goff Houseca. 1863: A hand

some cottage orn with a steep end-gable
roof; elaboratebracketedeaves,door hood,
andwindow caps;andanexterior now faced
with brick-patternasphaltsiding. Goff was a
mason.

112 The HookerHouse ca, 1860: A broad, 2-
story Italianate housewith a low hip roof,
full-width front porch, andsimple trim. This
houseappearsto be a derivativeof Design8,
a "SuburbanCottage" in Andrew Jackson
Downing’s Architecture of Country Houses
1850. John Hooker, a Hartford lawyer,
built the house and owned it until 1875,
when he sold it to his brother Edward, a
career Navy officer and compiler of the
Hooker family genealogy;heowned it until
his deathin 1908. Both brothersowned this
houseas an investment,

SUTTON STREET

‘159 Barnaby Carriage House 1875: Stone &
Carpenter,architects.A largeand elaborate,
1½-story, brick-and-stone, mansard-roof
carriage house with a Moorish-inspired
facade with horseshoe-archfenestration
flanking the central carriageentrancesur
mountedby a projecting clock tower with a
large, tile-enframed round window with
circle-motif tracery. The upper part of the
spireand theclock havebeen removed.This
was originally part of the adjacentBarnaby
estateat 299 Broadway q.v.. It is now di
vided into flats.

shingle housewith a round,conical-roofcor
ner tower balancinga semicircular,conical-
roof front porch. FletcherMasonwas a bro
ker and worked at 50 South Main Street
q.v.; in his later years he lived at the
Minden, 123 WatermanStreetq.v,,

26 Helen K. Potter House 1888: Gould &
Angell, architects,A large, 2½-story, clap
board-and-shingle, end-gable-roof house
with a large,stuccoed,projecting front gable
with inset windows; a pair of oriel windows
on the 2nd story shelteredby the gable
overhang;and a shallow bay window bal
ancedby a circular,conical-roof, parapet-rail
corner porchwith clusteredcolonnettesup
ports on the first floor, All of thewindowsin
this asymmetrical househave ornamental,
sniall-panedupper sash.Mrs. Potter’s hus
band,Edward,was a jewelry manufacturer,

86 John B. Hill House 1902: Norman M.
Isham,architect. A tall, narrow, deep,2½-
story shingle house with steep,pinnacled
cross-gableroof, a largeoriel window on the
northside.and oriel and Palladianwindows
on the street elevation. This fine, eclectic
housewas designedfor a professorof engi
neeringat Brown University q.v..

100 Frank P. BourneHouse 1890:A 2½-story,
cross-gable-roof,shingle QueenAnnehouse
with a deep Colonial Revival front porch
surmountedby a parapetbalustradewith
urn finials and an inset, lattice-frameloggia
shelteredby the gable. The handsomefront
porchmay have been a later addition to this
picturesqueQueenAnne house,Bournewas
a civil engineerwho worked for theCity.

271 Harry M. Horton House 1930: A large,
2½-story,hip-roof neo-Coionialbrick house
with a small Corinthian porticosurmounted
by a round’arch window on the 2nd story
and flanked by large and unusualround-
arch tripartite Palladianesquewindows on
the 1st story. Horton built this housethe
year he retired as vice-president of the
QueenDyeingCo.at 325 Valley Streetq.v..

TECUMSEH STREET

20 Owen Rice House ca. 1845: A 5-bay
facade,center-hall-planGreek Revival cot
tage with a wide plank entablature,paneled
cornerpilasters,anda characteristicentrance
with sidelights. This cottage, probably the
main housefor a largefarm, was movedhere
by Rice in 1893; he continued to live in a
largehouseon GrandviewStreetandrented
this small house, first in that year to John
Goulding, a fireman,

THAYER STREET
9 William Church House ca. 1829: A 2½-

story Federalhousewith a 4-bayfacadeand
centerchimney. The doorwayhasa simple
transomlight below a moldedcapsupported
on consoles.Church was a merchantwho
workedon South Main Street.

97 Hiram S. ReadHouse 1853: A 3-story Ital
ianatehouse with a low hip roof, bracket
and-dentiicornice,heavywindow caps,and

TABER AVENUE
20 Fletcher Mason House 1889: Gould &
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a recessedentrancewith a bracketedhood somewhatalteredFederalcottagewith a 3- - more significantly - medical center In
with pendants.Read1818-91wasa builder
who erected his house on land inherited
from his wife’s family, theNorthups,whose
houseis on an adjacentlot at therear of this
one. Readbeganhis careeras a mason,and
by 1885 advertisedhimself as a contractor,
mason,and licensed drain layer. The Read
family owned the houseuntil 1954.

‘24 William GreenmanHouse1824: A typical
Providence2½-story, monitor-on-hip roof,
3-bay-facadelate Federal housewith rear
elI; 4-bay sideelevationwith 2 end-wail in
terior chimneys; quoined corners; and a
quoined, blind-elliptical-fan entrance.
Greenmanwas a mariner.

‘26 Third District School House, later St.
Stephen’sChapel ca. 1800, 1838, 1852 et
seq.: This very plain, small, 2-story, end-
gable-roofstructurewas erectedpursuantto
thepublic schoolact of 1800 to servethe Fox
Point neighborhood;in 1838 it was acquired
by St. Stephen’s Episcopai Church and
moved to its present location. By 1852, it
houseda drugstoreowned by Benjamin D.
Bailey; he lived nextdoorat 28 ThayerStreet
and built the now-closed connecting link
betweenthe two buildings.

‘29 Robert S. Burrough House 1806: A 2½-
story Federalhousewith brick endwallsand
clapboardon the front and rear. The 4-bay
facadehassplayedlintels over the 1st-story
windowsand an elliptical-fanlight doorway
with small Ionic pilasters; the doorway is
almost identical to that on the housenext
door at 33 Thayer Street, built by John
Holden Greene, who may well have built
this aswell, Burroughwas a customsofficer
and later movedto 6 Cooke Streetq.v..

‘33 John Holden GreeneHouse 11806: Built
by Providence’searly 19th-centurymaster
builder-architectfor his family, the Greene
House probablystood 2-storieshigh with a
5-bay facadeuntil the later partof the 19th
century, when a 3rd story, the bracketed
cornice,and the 1-bayaddition on thesouth
werebuilt. The facadeis rusticated,an unu
sual feature for early 19th-century Provi
dencethe othernoteworthyexampleof this
type is at 49 Benefit Street, q.v.. The en
trance has an elliptical-fanlight doorway
with Ionic pilasters.Greenelater lived at 154
Power Streetq.v..

‘43- Lucius Horton House1881: A large,sym
49 metrical, 2½-story, cross-gable-roof,double

house, Horton was a grocer with a shop
around thecorner at 34 John Street;he lived
nextdoor to his shop,at 32 JohnStreet,until
moving here.

‘51 Greene-PotterHouse1813: A small, 2’!:-
story, 3-bay-facade,end-gable-roofFederal
housewith a pedimentedentranceprobably
a replacementof an earlier, simpler treat
ment, John Holden Greene and Russell
Potter, both builders, erected this dwelling
asan investmentpropertyand first rentedit,
in 1813, to Carlo andJoshuaMauran,mem
bers of the prominentmaritime family.

‘55 Greene-PotterHouse 1817: A small and

bay facadeand a gable roof setend to the
street. The treatment of the entrancedoes
not appearto be original. Like 51 Thayer
next door, this was built as an investment.

‘135 LangrockBrown Building, now Hillhouse
Ltd. ca. 1930:JacobWeinstein,architect?.

A 2½-story, masonry-and-half-timbered
Tudor Revival structurewith a steepcross-
gable roof. While Brown University took its
cuearchitecturallyfrom Harvard, purveyors
to its students looked elsewhere,as seen
here. David T. Langrock. who already had
shopsnearYale and Princeton,took his cue
from the"collegiategothic" of thosetwo in
stitutions; Jacob Weinstein designed the
1927 structureat 268 York Street in New
Haven with the blessingof JamesGamble
Rogers, architect and planner of the Yale
campusat thetime andmaywell be respon
sible for this design.Though Langrockre
tains only its Princetonstore, this building
continuesto housean"Ivy League"clothing
store,Hillhouse, heresince 1950.

‘151 Nancy IC. Bishop House 1894: An ample,
2½-story Colonial Revival house with a
gambrel roof. The 5-bay facadehasa pedi
mentedcentralsection flankedby Ionic pi
lasterswhich framean archedrecessedentry
now glazed in with a fanlight doorway.
Mrs. Bishop, the sister of Mrs. Ambrose
Burnside, came to Providenceas a widow
aftertheCivil War. Shebuilt this housequite
late in life, andlived hereonly briefly before
her death.The William A. Viall family lived
here for nearly 50 years,and it was con
vertedin thelate 1970sto departmentuseby
Brown University, with a large addition
erectedin 1981-82.

‘153- William A. Hoppin House1892: Hoppin,
155 Read & Hoppin, architects, A 2½-story

Colonial Revival double housewith cross-
gable-high-hip roof and complex but bilat
erally symmetrical massing. Hoppin was
treasurerof the ProvidenceInstitution for
Savingssee86 SouthMain Street;he lived
at 153 and rented155 to relatives,

‘175 RichardsonHall 1900: Stone,Carpenter&
Wilison, architects.Fourstorieshigh abovea
high basement,this brick dormitory has a
flat roof and an elaborate modillion-and
dentil cornice. Belt courses separate the
stories, and the center entranceis framed
with heavy rustication. Mr. and Mrs. A.C.
Walworth built this as a private dormitory
for Brown Universitystudents;at theturn of
the century, private, off-campus quarters
were fashionable for well-to-do students,
andbuildings like this rose nearmostof the
Ivy Leagueschools,Brown boughtthebuild
ing in 1920 and has used it since for both
dormitory and office space.

‘197 SciencesLibrary, Brown University 1967-
71: Warner,Burns,Toan& Lund,architects.
This 14-story, reinforced-concretestructure
hasmassivecornerpierswith concretespan
drelsat eachfloor level and largeplateglass
windows on all sides. Its presenceon the
Brown campusreflects the university’s in
creasinglyimportant role as a scientific and

the 1970s. This large monolith somewhat
dwarfs its neighbors, even other Brown
buildings. It was, however,well receivedin
the professionalpressas a pioneeringhigh-
rise library. Its forecourt at the corner of
Thayer and Manning Streetsis similar to
thoseerectedin front of high-risecorporate
headquartersat the sametime cf. 25 West
minster Street intended to mitigate the
sheervertical massof the structure,

‘214- Medical Arts Building 1938: B.S.D. Mar-
218 tin, architect.A 2-story,flat-roof Modernistic

commercial block, sheathedin limestone,
with a curvedcorner,bandedwindows,and
ribbed vertical pilasterstrips separatingthe
windows. Robert and Margaret Sullivan,
descendantsof JosephBanigansee10 Wey
bossetStreet,andJamesE. Sullivansee259
Wayland Avenue built this as an invest
ment.

‘260 Toy Theatre,now the Avon Cinema1915,
1938:William R. Walker & Son,architects,A
small neighborhoodtheatrewith a tall, nar
row entrancepavilion with an archedopen
ing, low pedimentedparapetsupportedby
paired consoles, and a marquee. Built for
"moving picturesand lecturesor concerts,"
the Toy Theatre was one of the earliest
neighborhoodtheatresin thecity. By 1937 it
was used as a garage,but in the following
yearit was renovatedandbecametheAvon
Cinema,owned by Louis Gordon Theatres,
The sparselydetailed"pastry-chefmoderne"
interior datesfrom that time.

‘300 New PembrokeDormitory 1974-75:Lyn
don Associates,architects,Built at the edge
of the PembrokeCampusand at the inter
section of a major commercial thoroughfare
Thayer Street and a residential street
Bowen Street, this dormitory complex
servesboth masterswell. The ThayerStreet
elevation - with well-designedshop fronts
- makesa subtle transition from the bustle
of the southern section of the commercial
strip to theresidentialareato thenorth; the
Bowen Streetelevation evokeselementsof
the 19th-century dwellings opposite the
complex.The interior courtyard is a private,
almost intimate space,highly designedand
embellished with sculpture by Alice Lyn
don. 3 and 4 stories high and built of poly
chrome brick - some of it glazed - the
complex isahandsome"post-modern"mon
ument. Unlike many 20th-century struc’
tures, the New Pembroke Dormitory both
respects its environment and maintains
albeit self-consciouslya uniquenesswhich
sets it apart.The designwon accoladesfrom
Progressive Architecture, the prestigious
architecturalmagazine,in 1976,

‘311- The Cushing Apartments 1902: A 3½-
315 story, U-plan, brick-faced, Colonial Revival

apartmentbuilding. Openedin September
1902, this was the first large,modernapart
ment building in Providence.Its owner,
StephenCushing Harris, was a real estate
developer.

‘328 William and Thomas Gilbane House
1900: A sophisticatedColonialRevival resi
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dencewith a gambrel roof with round-arch
dormersand a balustradewith urn finials.
An elaboratePalladianwindow is centered
above the entrance, The Gilbane brothers,
principalsin their family’s constructionfirm,
built this houseon speculationand sold it
soonaftercompletionto Daniel L.D. Granger,
the city treasurer.The Gilbanes lived in a
pair of Colonial Revival housesat 443 and
453 Hope Streetq.v..

‘368- Allen and ForrestGreeneHouse1878: A
370 2½-storydoublehousewith a mansardroof.

Two-story bay windows flank the center,
double-entranceporch,andlargegableends
with bargeboardtrim cap thebay windows.
Greene owned the Allen Greene & Sons
carriage-buildingfirm on Benefit Streetand
erectedthis housefor his son, Forrest,

THOMAS STREET
‘7 Fleur-de--lysStudio 1885: Stone,Carpen

ter & Willson, architects.EdmundR. Willson
collaborated with Sidney Burleigh 1853-
1931, a prominentlocal artist, in thedesign
of Burleigh’s studio. Well within the main
stream of medieval-inspired studios for
London artistsinvolved in thecontemporary
AestheticMovementas well as beingcorre
spondentwith severalequally avant-garde
American examples, this elaborate, 3½-
story structure has a stucco-and-half-tim
beredfacadeandan overhanginggable roof
setend to thestreet.The handsomemolded-
and-paintedstuccodecorationas well asthe
carved woodwork were done by Burleigh
andfellow artistsin his studio.The yearafter
this studio wascompleted,thenewly-formed
ProvidenceArt Club moved to the nearby
Seril Dodge House at 11 Thomas Street
q.v., establishingthis area as a center for
Providence’sartistic community; in 1892,
theRhodeIslandSchoolof Designmovedits
headquartersto WatermanStreetjust oppo
site, and the area hashouseda number of
arts-relatedorganizations,art-supplystores,
and studiossince. The Fleur-de-lys Studio
now belongsto theProvidenceArt Club and
continuesin useas a studio.

‘10 Seril Dodge House I 1786-89, 1906, 1983-
84: Originally a typical, 2½-story Federal
housewith a 5-bayfacadeand central,pedi
mentedIonicentrance,this housewasraised
in 1906 to its presentheight when theColo
nial Revival storefront was inserted.Dodge
1759-1802 was a clock makerand silver
smith who came to Providencefrom Nor
wich, Connecticutin 1784 and set up shop
on North Main Street, He purchasedthe
property the house sits on from Moses
Brown. In 1791 he sold the houseto Moses
andNicholas Brown andmovednextdoor to
number11 q.v.. It thenbecamethehomeof
Avis Brown, Nicholas’s widow, and here
their daughterbecamethe wife of Thomas
Poynton lves see 66 Power Street. For
much of the 20th century, thebuilding has
belonged to the ProvidenceArt Club and
been used as studio space; an art-supply
store long occupiedthe storefront. In 1983-
84, the building was renovated,and the
storefront was convertedto additional gal
lery spaceby Geoffrey Palmer, principal in
Kite PalmerAssociates.

‘11 Seril Dodge HouseII, now the Providence
Art Club 1791,1886: A 3-story, brick Fed
eral housewith a monitor-on-hip roof and
tall chimney stacks.The 4-bay facadehas
belt coursesbetweenthestoriesand splayed
wooden lintels with carvedkeystoneblocks
above the windows; the entrance, with
its broad. paneled door and picturesque
wrought iron sign, dates from the conver
sion of the building into theArt Club. Like
wise an addition is the 2-story wing on the
westside,joining this building to number10
next door; it has a broad, segmental-arch
carriageway surmountedby a handsome
Palladianwindow within a distinctivecross-
gable. Dodge leasedthis housein the early
19th centuryto his nephewNehemiah,who
perfectedthe gold-plating of common met
als andis thereforeregardedas the founder
of thecostume-jewelryindustry. The Provi
denceArt Club, foundedin 1880, first occu
pied quartersat 35 North Main Street. The
club counted 250 members by 1882 and
movedinto thi building in 1887. The major
remodeling of the building at that time -

overseen by club members Isaac Bates,
architectEl. Nickerson,andpainter Sidney
Burleigh - producedoneof themosthand
some QueenAnne interiors in Providence,
with wainscoteddining rooms embellished
with silhouettes of club members and a
broad staircaseleading to the2-story gallery
upstairs.The small parlor at the southeast
cornerispaneledin old shuttersin "Colonial"
style. The building hasbeen gradually ex
panded throughout the 20th century and
underwentmajor structuralrepairsin 1981-
82, overseenby architectsIrving B. Haynes
& Associates.

THOMAS OLNEY COMMON
I University Heights 1962-68: See 525

North Main Street.

THURBERS AVENUE
198 RogerWilliams HousingProject1942-44:

Maximilian UnterseeBrookline. Massachu
setts,consultingarchitect. Twenty-eight3-
story, brick-clad, flat-roof apartmentbuild
ings with simple detail including banded
brick and semicircular-plancorner porches.
The 744 units were built by the Housing
Authority of Providence to house low-
income families, it enjoyed a brief heyday
during World War II andimmediately after,
but soonfell into a long decline. Thegrounds
include a day-carecenterca, 1970 and an
administration building 1942, The regi
mented blocks of buildings on pleasantly
landscapedgrounds were an early experi
ment in gardenapartmentplanningin Prov
idenceseeChadBrown Street.

278 Roger Williams Middle School 1932:
Office of theCommissionerof Public Build
ings, architects. A 4-story, brick-and-lime
stone, flat-roof, Georgian Revival school
building with a colossalportico.

TOBEY STREET
‘83- George W. Prentice House 1883: A 2½-

85 story, multi-gable-roof,QueenAnne double
house with paired, recessedcenter entries
and variedshingle andclapboardwall clad-

ding setoff by nailing-board trim and ap
plied turned-and-carvedwood ornament,
Prentice,whowasthetreasurerof theHeaton
Button Company, lived at 514 Broadway
qv; he built this doublehouseas an in
vestment,

TRANSIT STREET
‘53 Daniel PearceHouse 1781,ca- 1850:Orig

inally a l½-story, gambrel-roof dwelling,
this housewas convertedto its presentap
pearanceca. 1850 whentheextremelysteep,
2-story roof wasadded.This eccentric,high-
pitchedroof form is locally knownasa light
ning splitter. Pearcewas a tailor.

‘69 JeremiahTillinghast House ca. 1820: A
2½-story Federalhousesetgableend to the
streetwith thecenterentrancein the 5-bay
westernfacade,The entrancehassidelights
and a console entablature.The Tiliinghast
family had held the land on which this
housestands for some years before it was
built, a contemporary Tillinghast house
standsnext doorat 401 Benefit Streetq.v,
andtheTiliinghastburial lot remainsnearby
at [398j Benefit Streetqv.. Tillinghast was
a sailmakerwith his shop on South Water
Street,

‘73 John Truman House 1802: A 2½-story
Federal house with a 5-bay facade, The
handsomepedimenteddoorwaywas added
in the mid-2Oth century to replace a mid-
19th-century alteration. Truman was a
housewrightandson-in-lawof CalebOrms
bee, a major architect/builderin late 18th-
and early 19th-century Providence;Orms
bee’shousestandsaroundthecorner at 407-
409 BenefitStreetq.v.

‘120 Isaac Peck House 1809-25: A 2½-story
Federalhousewith a 4-bay facade;the tran
som-light entrancehaslost someof its trim,
Peck was a teamster,

fl27 Calvin Kent House1836-41: An atypical
Greek Revival cottage with a pedimented
gable roof setend to thestreetand a 4-bay
facade,The simple, typical Greek Revival
doorwayhassidelightsand a transomlight.
The small thermal window, centeredin the
pediment,is an unusualfeature. Kent was a
housecarpenter,

‘131 NathanKent House1840: A 2½-storylate
Federal house with a 4-bay facade, The
classical-framedoorwaywith sidelightsand
a transomlight is GreekRevivaland maybe
a slightly later addition. Kent was a shoe
maker.

‘132 IsaacPeckHouse1825: A 2½-storyFederal
housewith a 4-bayfacade,The doorwayhas
a blind elliptical fanlight and glazed side
lights. Peck built this houseaboutthesame
time he built his own housenearbyat 120
Transit Street q.v,; John 5, Hammond,a
printer, was the first occupant.

‘135 William J. Tillley House 1840: A typical
2½-story. pedimented-end-gabie-ràof,3-
bay-facade Greek Revival house with a
Doric portico. Tilley was a merchanttailor.

‘136 William MasonHouse1812: A 3½-story,
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brick Federalhousewith a 5-bayfacade The architects; Norcross Brothers Worcester rence,Massachusetts.TheAmericanWoolen
center entrancehasa simple, elliptical fan
light set into a stone frame, Mason was a
mason and probably lived here until he
erectedhis later houseat 123 TransitStreet.

‘177 Charles Lake House 1854: A 2½-story,
pedimented-end-gable-roof, 3-bay-facade
late GreekRevival housewith a pedimented
and recessedentrancewith sidelightsand a
transomlight. Lake was a machinist at R.L,
Thurston’s Steam Engine Co., which later
became the ProvidenceSteam Engine Co.
see516-528South Water Street.

‘201 Paul Capen House 1843: A 2½-story, 5-
bay-facade Greek Revival House. Capen
was a mariner.

TRASK STREET
15 Wood-BurgessHouse 1856: This transi

tional Greek Revival/Italianate cottage is
notablefor its fine exteriortrim. The builder,
William H. Wood, a woodworker at the
ProvidenceMachine Co. on Eddy Street,
lavishedhis skill on thedetailing.Woodsold
the house in 1858 to David J. Burgess,a
clerk; in 1861, Burgessopeneda restaurant
at S CanalStreet.

TRAVERSE STREET
‘21 Holy Rosary Church1905: Murphy, Hin

die & Wright, architects.A random-ashlar
Gothic churchwith twin creneilatedtowers
framing the facade,Fox Point had a small
but significant Portuguesepopulationbefore
1870, broughthere largely as a function of
the whalingindustry at mid-century.These
immigrantsworshipedat St.Joseph’sChurch
see 86 Hope Streetuntil this parishwas set
off in 1885; Holy Rosaryis the third oldest
Portugueseparishin thecountry.The church
hasalways been a focal point of community
activity in Fox Point, and its festivalsremain
one of the more significant ethnic cultural
eventsin thecity. The externaldecorationof
the building with lights duringtheseevents
transforms it by outlining its architectural
features.

TRENTON STREET

69 CatherineFlanley Houseca. 1835: A sim
ple, 2½-story, 5-bay-facade. center-hall-
plan housewith a recessedentrancewith a
GreekRevival frame possibly not original.
This fairly well preserveddwelling was built
when India Point was a thriving maritime
tradecenter.Other houseson thestreetwere
built aboutthe sametime as this, andwere
movedhere by flanley in 1855.

UNION AVENUE

t433 Edward N. Cook Houseca. 1890: A 2½-
story, hip-and-gable-roof, Queen Anne
housewith a large front porch with ramped
railings. This large, irregularly massed
dwelling retainsits large landscapedlot and
cross-gable-roofcarriagehouse.Cook was a
gold plater.

UNION STREET

‘112 ProvidenceTelephoneCompanyBuilding
1893, 1906: Stone, Carpenter & Willson,

builders. A. handsome,6-story, brick-and-
terra-cotta-sheathedblock with a restored-

and slightly modified - storefront.The up
per stories are resolvedinto 3 large and 2
narrow bays dominatedby colossalCorin
thian pitastersand a highly plastic, Renais
sance-inspireddecorativescheme,Probably
the earliestexecutedcommercialexamplein
Providenceof the fully developedAmerican
Renaissance,the Telephone Building was
illustrated in the prestigious trade journal
American Architect and Building Newson 16
September 1893. Evidence indicates that
only the first 3 stories were completed in
1893, the rest added in 1906. The Provi
dence Telephone Company, established
here in 1879, grew rapidly. This building
was obsoletewithin 20 years,andthe com
pany moved to its present headquartersat
234 Washington Street q.v. - now dou
bled in size - in 1917, The Union Street
building, now handsomelyrenovated, is a
handsomeyet little-known andundervalued
exampleof the virtuosity of the Stone,Car
penter& Willson firm.

VALLEY STREET
50- ProvidenceDyeing, Bleachingand Calen
54 dering Company1846 et seq.:A complex

of 1-, 2-, 3-, and 4-story, flat-roof, brick and
stone mill buildings with segmental-arch
windows usedalmost throughout.Founded
in 1814 as the Patent CalenderCompany,
thefirm was thefirst to usesteampowerfor
finishing cloth and theearliest userof a dif
ferential-gear calender a machine which
pressescloth between rollers or plates to
give the cloth a glazed finish, The company
built its first plant at the corner of Mathew
son and Sabin Streetsand operatedexclu
sively at this location until 1843. At that
time, the firm incorporated as the Provi
dence Dyeing, Bleaching and Calendering
Company,and thelandfor this complexwas
purchased.In 1883, the Sabin Street plant
was closedand all operationstook placeon
Valley Street.The dyeing processwas aban
doned at this time. The plant throve, and
production grew from four tons of finished
goods a week in 1885 to 20 tons a week in
1905. The company continued to operate
hereuntil it closedin 1952. Sincethat time,
thecomplex hashouseda numberof small
industries.

166 Providence& National WorstedMills ca
1887: A largecomplexof 6 similar, 4-story,
brick, pier-and-spandrel-constructionmills
with slightly pitchedroofs, The mill office is
a square,1½-story, brick structurewith a
mansardroof, granite lintels, a deepcorbel
cornice, and closely spacedhip-roof dorm
ers. Charles Fletcher, an Englishman who
had acquiredknowledgeof worstedproduc
tion in the well-known worsted mills of
Bradford, founded the ProvidenceWorsted
Mill in 1867 to produceworstedmohair,The
complex burned in 1885, and was replaced
with thepresentgroupof buildings. By 1893,
the mill producednearly I million yards of
worsted goodsannually. In 1899, Fletcher
sold the mills to theAmerican Woolencom
pany, a wool-and-worstedcombineFletcher
had co-foundedwith William Woodof Law-

Company also operated the Manton Mill,
the Valley WorstedMill, and the Riverside
Mill at 50 Aleppo Street q.v., as well as
othermills in Rhode Island and Massachu
setts. As the successof the textile industry
beganto wane in the 1920s, the American
Woolen Company began to liquidate its
holdingsand continuedselling off mills into
the1950s, when thecompanysold theProv
idence & National Worsted Mills, shortly
before absorption into Textron, Incorpor
a ted-

325 Woonasquatucket Print Works 1848,
1892: A largecomplexof 2-, 3-, and 4-story
brick flat-roof mill buildings with large,
segmental-archwindows. Founded in 1848
by G.M. Richmond and Victor Carr, the
WoonasquatucketPrint Works specializedin
calico printing. The companygrew quickly
and soon occupiedsix buildingson this site,
employing nearly300 workersand produc
ing over 10 million yards of cloth annually,
After Carr’sdeparturefrom thebusiness,the
companywasincorporatedastheRichmond
Manufacturing Company. In 1892, the
QueenDyeing Company bought the plant
and replaced the original stone and wood
buildings with the presentstructuresfor the
productionof analine-blackcloth, used pri
marily in women’s petticoats.The U.S. Fin
ishing Companybought the plant in 1909,
adding to the eight other plants it owned,
including the Silver Spring Bleaching and
Dyeing Company at 387 Charles Street
q.v.. This plant was a major producer of
khaki during the First World War, andcon
tinued to producerayonandcottonproducts
until 1952.

VEAZIE STREET
233 Wanskuck Branch, Providence Public

Library 1926-28: Clarke & Howe, archi
tects. A low, compact, 1-story, brick-clad
GeorgianRevival building with largechim
neys at eachend of the gable roof, a dentil
cornice, and a 5-bay facade with a pro
jecting, gabled entrance porch decorated
with neo-Federaldetail, This was the first
branchlibrary built by theProvidencePublic
Library see 150 Empire Street to replace
rentedquarters.This building usesthe pro
totypical design that Wallis E. Howe de
velopedto beusedby all branches;however,
Howe eventually modified his design for
eachsite, and Albert Harknesswasgiventhe
commissions for the last two branches,
Smith Hill andMount Pleasant,Othersimi
lar branch libraries stand at 31 Candace
Street,708 HopeStreet,and445 PrairieAve
nue q,v..

VERMONT AVENUE

255 William RandallHouseca. 1893: A clap
board-and-shingle,cross-gable-roofQueen
Anne cottage with patterned trim, trellis-
work veranda, and turned posts on the
porch. This is oneof a group of similar cot
tagesbuilt as investmentsby real estatebro
kers at aboutthe same time. Randall sold
this houseto Harry S. Friend,an engraver
see309 Vermont, 259 Ohio, and 309 Ohio.
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309 Alexander and RachelSpenceHouseci of the early 20th century. Its ,design was postson pedestalsandrampedbalustrades.
1893: A cross-gable-roofQueen Anne cot
tage with patternedtrim, paired windows,
and a spindleworkporch. This is a variation
of thebasic QueenAnne cottageerectedin
Providenceat the end of the 19th century.
The Home Investment Company see 303
Washington Avenue sold this house to
Spence,a clerk, and his wife, Rachel,who
was a dressmakerand ran a small business
in their home.

VERNDALE AVENUE

177 Bradford MasonHouse1912: A 1½-story,
shingled, end-gable-roofbungalow with a
wide front porch with parapetrailings and
pairedposts. This houseillustrateselements
of the 20th-centuryArts and Crafts move
ment, with wide eaves,exposedornamental
rafters, and bands of grouped windows
placed high on the wall. The design of this
house,possibly derivedfrom a house-plan
book or a periodical, is unusual for Provi
dence,though this typewasquite popularin
the west and mid-west. For other bunga
lows of the period see 84 Indiana Avenue,
257 MassachusettsAvenue, and 135-143
JohnsonStreet.Bradford Masonownedand
operated Mason’s Pharmacy nearby at
1465-1469BroadStreet.

VICKSBURG STREET
29- WanskuckCo. Mill Houses1864: See21-
36 28 WinchesterStreet.

VINEYARD STREET
t15 Elmwood Grammar School south wing

1882-83; north wing, 1913: William R.
Walker & Son, architects.This brick Queen
Anne school is a complexof 2, side-by-side,
square, 3-story, hip-roof structures with
elaborateslate,brownstone,terra cotta, and
stamped-metaltrim, A cupola on the south
building hasbeen removed.Constructedas
an intermediateschool for graduatesof all
theprimary schools in Elmwood, the build
ing is now an elementaryschool.

VIOLET STREET
37 Robert Arnett House 1871: This cottage

has a cross’gableroof and 2-bay facadewith
a hoodedentranceand baywindow. Typical
of small 1-family dwellings erectedin Provi
dencefollowing theCivil War, this wasbuilt
as an investment property by a machinist
who lived at 4 Penn Street,

WADSWORTH STREET
72 PeterHart Houseearly 19th century: One

of theoldest housesin Elmwood, this mod
est cottage has simple, mid-l9th-century
trim. Moved to its presentlocation- proba
bly from CranstonStreet- its first known
occupantwas Hart, a grinder.

WAINWRIGHT STREET

51 Giustino De BenedictusHouse 1915: A
1 ½-story, rusticated-concrete-block,dor
mered-hip-roof bungalow with a porch
acrossthe front with banded concretecol
umns and a concretebalustrade.It exhibits
an unusually thorough use of the newly
inventedconcrete-blockmolding machinery

probablyderivedfrom the publicationsof a
concrete-blockcompanyor a popular peri
odical, De Benedictus, a real estatebroker,
built this asan investment.

WARRINGTON STREET

131 C. Albert Johnson House ca- 1914: A
broad, 1½-story,stuccoedbungalow with a
low, end-gableroof whose wide eavesare
supportedon triangularbrackets.johnson,a
teacherat theTechnical High School, lived
hereuntil 1922.

227, George Fusceilaro Houses ca. 1928-32:
228, Among the finest 1920s single-family
233, housesin Elmwood, thesewere the work of
237, Fusceilaro, a builder-developer who also
238, constructedmanyof the2-family dwellings
248 on nearbyRuskinandKipling Streets.Num

bers 227, 228, and 248 are compact and
square,2-storystructures,with low hip roofs
and stock Colonial Revival porches and
other trim. Number 227, purchasedin late
1930 by Abraham Horowitz, a garage
owner,hasan asymmetricalfacade,Number
228, occupiedin 1930 by JesseH. Goldberg
and his wife Jennieowner of Jean’sdress
shop on WestminsterStreet, and number
248, boughtby BenjaminPressin 1932, have
symmetrical fronts with tripartite 1st-story
windows flanking the entrance. Number
233, a handsome Dutch Colonial, was
bought in late 1930 by Samuel Littman,
superintendentof the American Insulated
Wire Corp. Providenceplant. Number237, a
2-story dwelling purchasedin 1929 by Max
F. Herbert, a hairdresser,is an end’gable
roof, Georgian-inspiredhouse,Number238,
an elegant weatherboardedcottage with a
jerkinhead-gableroof, was bought in 1929
by Frank H, Smith, a salesman.

WASHINGTON AVENUE
155 CharlesE. Perry House1894: A 2½-story,

cross-gable-roofQueen Anne house with
elaborate patternedshingling on the 2nd
story and in thegable endsand a wide porch
acrossthe front and one side, The carriage
house in the rear is well preserved.Perry
was a grocer.

205 William F- Hartwell House1896: A large,
boxy, 2½-story, hip-roof Colonial Revival
housewith a modillion cornice and large
front verandawrapping around thesides of
the house. Hartwell was a partner in the
contracting firm Hartweil, Williams &
Kingston.

250 Walter H. Barney House 1895: A large,
2½-story, shingle dwelling with oversize
gableddormers,varied bay windows,and a
2-story gambrel roof, it is similar to nearby
250 MassachusettsAvenue q.v. - both
have thesamediamond-shapedornamental
shingle on the facade- and was probably
designedby the same architect or built by
thesame builder. Barney was a lawyer.

275 John H. Tuttle House 1905: A 2’/1-story,
shinglehousewith a bell-cast-flank-gambrel
roof and ogee turret dormer above the
entrance;thewide verandaon thesouth and
west elevationshaspaired, bulging turned

This unusualhouseis relatedin designto its
neighbor acrossthe street see 296 Wash
ingtonAvenue; both maybe thework of the
samearchitector builder. Tuttle was partner
in the jewelry manufacturingfirm Tuttle &
Stark.

292- George R. Viall House 1899: A large,
294 asymmetrical, 2½-story, cross-gable-roof

QueenAnne housewith an octagonalcorner
towerand anattic-levelroof turret.The front
porch is a replacement,Viall was president
of the ChicagoBeef Co. on Canal Street,

296 George A. Youlden House 1893: An
unusual, clapboard-and-shingle, cross-
gambrel-and-gable-roofcottagewith small,
ogee-cappedturrets sprouting from each
corner of the roof and a wide front porch
wrapping the sides, Decorative features
include the large,recessed,molding-framed
windows in the gablesbreaking the deep,
molded entablature;the cantedcorners of
the main block; and the deepbank of orna
mentalshingling girding the housebetween
the tops of the Ist-story windows and the
high eavesline. The roof turrets and other
decorativefeaturesrelatethis to neighboring
275 and292-294WashingtonAvenueq.v.,
but this is the most elaborateof the group.
Youlden was a successfulreal estatebroker
see 12-52 GlenhamStreet.

303 Isaac L. Golf House 1891: A large, 2½-
story, clapboard-and-shingle, gable-roof
house with a 3-story corner tower and a
spindlework porch. Goff was a real estate
dealerand auctioneer.Along with D, Russell
Brown, CharlesLaw, and Benjamin Gallup,
Goff was one of the officers of the Home
InvestmentCo., largely responsiblefor the
developmentof WashingtonPark.

312 Edgar K. Horton House 1894: A large,
2½-story,shingledQueenAnne housewith
varied fenestration- including bays,paired
windows,prismaticwindows,and oriels -

and an elaborateexterior chimney with a
niche, corbeling, and paneling. Horton and
his brother Egbert ran a photographybusi
nessdowntown,

WASHINGTON PLACE

20 Providence Washington Insurance
CompanyBuilding 1949: Perry, Shaw &
Hepburn,architects.A 4½-story,brick-clad,
neo-Federaloffice block with ionic pilaster
strips and stone panels in the spandrels
betweenthe windows on the 1st and 2nd
floors, The 4th story is set back from the
planeof thewall surfaceof thelowerstories,
and, with its hip roof, gives somewhatthe
effect of a monitor-on-hip roof done on a
vastly expandedscale.A 4-stagecupolawith
a small domecaps the building. The oldest
joint-stock fire and marine insurancecom
panyin New England,this firm wascreated
in 1812 by the merger of the Providence
InsuranceCompany chartered1799 and
the Washington Insurance Company
chartered1800. Oneof thefirst businesses
to locate on the westsideof the Providence
River, the company occupiedbuildings on
andgave its nameto WashingtonRow. The
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firm occupiedthe What CheerBlock 1850 the old auditorium, and the accretion of andrebuiltastwo entirelydifferentperform
at Market Square from 1875 until 1949,
when it moved to these quarters. The
Gorham Manufacturing Company see 333
Adelaide Avenue occupiedpart of this site
for much of the 19th century.

WASHINGTON STREET
Oneof thelater-establishedmain thorough
fares downtown, Washington Street was
namedfor this country’s first President,like
many streets,businessessee above, and
institutions established during the years
immediately following his deathin 1799. In
1803, it extendedonly as far west as Aborn
Street,butduringthefollowing twentyyears
it was openedall the way to Dean Streeton
Federal Hill. In 1858 it reachedits present
terminus at Knight Street.By theturn of the
century,WashingtonStreetwas regardedas
theheartof thecity’s theatredistrict because
of the theatresand cafés located along its
coursebetweenEddy and Empire Streetsas
well as on adjacentsidestreetsseenumbers
85, 119, and 201.

38- Slade’s Building 1881: A S-story, stone-
52 trimmed, brick, High Victorian Gothicbuild

ing with 20th-century storefronts, string-
coursesbetween stories,and a projecting
corner tower with baywindows anda short
spire. The oldest extant office building on
Washington Street, Slade’s Building was
erected at a costof $20,000on this promi
nent locationonly threeyearsafter thecom
pletion of City Hail, immediately to its east.
For a numberof years it housedWestcott,
Slade& Balcom,paint purveyors,a firm par
tially ownedby GeorgeSlade,who built this
block,

56- Earle Building 1895: A 3’/2-story brick
70 building with a mansard roof, mid-2Oth-

centurystorefronts,and alternatingbay and
sashwindowson the upperstories,William
H. Earle erectedthis structureto househis
business, Earle & Prew, general express
forwarders. Earle & Prew dealt exclusively
with at least half a dozen local train and
steamshiplines and remainedherewell into
the 20th century. The Earle Building illus
tratesthe long use of the mansardroof for
commercial buildings; ascendant in the
1860s, it survivedalmost to the turn of the
century. long after the SecondEmpire style
had been supplanted.

*85 Strand Theatre 1916: Thomas J. Hill
Pierce, architect. A 3-story, stone-faced,
steel-frame building with low-key late
20th-century storefronts, Corinthian pu
asterson theupper stories,anda decorative
parapet.This motion-picturetheatrewas in
continuousoperationfrom 1916 until 1978,
Like others downtown, the Strand Theatre
provided office spacein the front part of the
building, both enhancing the building’s
income and providing a buffer betweenthe
streetand theauditorium, Of theeight thea
tres constructeddowntown between 1910
and 1930, only the Strand, the nearby
Majestic now Lederer, and Loew’s State
now the Ocean State Performing Arts
Center remain, In 1978, this building was
remodeledto provide commercialspacein

mid-2Oth-centurystorefronts was replaced
by a simple, uniform, and basically sympa
thetic treatment.

‘94- George C. Arnold Building 1923: A
110 3-story, brick-facedstructurewith mid-2Oth-

century storefronts and 7-bay pier-and-
spandrel system on the upper stories with
Chicago windows and decorative metal
spandrels.Erectedby a real estatedeveloper
whose housestill stands at 238 Adelaide
Avenue, the George C. Arnold Building is
typical of the low-rise retail/office blocks
erected in this areaduring the 1920s, Only
12½-feetdeep, this is the narroweststruc
turedowntown.Arnold apparentlybuilt this
afterhe discoveredthebuilding to its rearon
MathewsonStreet occupiesa small part of
Arnold property - thus this building uses
the infringing portion of the adjacentbuild
ing as its rear wall. The Arnold family still
owns this and the Arnold Building just
across the street at 120-130 Washington
Streetq.v.; thefamily hasheld property in
this areasince at leastthemiddle of the 19th
century.

119 Hotel Dreyfuss ca. 1890, 1917: Original
architect unknown; William R. Walker &
Son, architects for renovation. A 4-story,
brick-and-stone-facedbuilding with 3-story
arches on the upper stories framing the
windows, extensiveuseof terra cotta trim,
anda heavy,bracketedcornice,A handsome
paneledbar and restaurantremain on the
ground floor. The Hotel Dreyfuss was a
successfulhotel with a popularcafewhen it
was completelyremodeledin 1917, thebet
ter to accommodatepatronsin thecity’s bus
tling theatredistrict.

120- Arnold Building 1896, 1930s: Clifton A.
130 Hall, architect.A 3-story, yellow-brick-faced

structurein two distinct sections.Both have
mid-2Oth-centurystorefronts,but the upper
stories of the portion facing Washington
Streethave alternating segmental-archsash
windows and prismatic bay windows with
elaboratelypatternedbrick panelsanda cor
bel cornice while the upper stories of the
MathewsonStreetportion simply have regu
larly spacedsashwindows.The original por
tion was built by William Rhodes Arnold,
father of George C. Arnold see 94-110
WashingtonStreet;his grandsonaddedthe
portion on MathewsonStreetin the 1930s,
and it remainsin Arnold family ownership
today.The length of ownershipby onefam
ily is unusualin Downtown Providence,

‘201 Majestic Theatre, now the Lederer
Theatre, home of Trinity SquareReper
tory Company 1917, 1971-73: William R,
Walker & Son, architects.A 4-story, brick-
and-terra-cotta-faced,steel-framebuilding
with an ornateterracotta facadedominated
by a triumphal-archmotif flankedby 3 bays
of sashwindows; the sides and rear of the
building arebrick with little articulationsave
for the large,wire-meshsculpture of tragic
and comicmaskson therearof thebuilding,
installed in 1980. The elaboratelydetailed
lower and upperlobbies havebeenrestored,
but the auditorium spacehas been gutted

ing areas, Built as Emery’s Majestic, the
building was leased to the Schuberts
1918-23 and played major touring shows
including Providence native George M.
Cohanin OoerThereand Chu Chin Chow. As
Emery’s Majestic after 1923, the theatre
introduced Vitaphone, talking pictures,
stereophonicsound, and Cinemascopeto
Providence, The last motion pictures
appearedhere in 1971, and the building
became the new home for Trinity Square
Repertory Company, a theatrical group
establishedin 1964 which took its name
from the locale of its early performancesat
Trinity Methodist Churchat Trinity Square
see 389-393 Broad Street. Renovationsto
accommodatelive performancesoccurred
between the spring of 1971 and the fall of
1973, when both the downstairsand up
stairs theatreswere opened.These renova
tions permit more flexibility in staging per
formancesthanthe traditional,proscenium-
arch format of the original structure,Trinity
Square is a nationally prominenttheatrical
group and makes this, one of the few pre
1930 theatresremaining downtown, a cul
tural focus for thecity and thestate.

202 PackardMotor CarCompany1912: Albert
Kahn Detroit, architect, A 2-story, glazed
polychrome-terra-cotta-facedbuilding with
a truncatedcorner,modem storefronts,and
Chicagowindowson the upperstories.This
was constructedto housea Packarddealer
ship, one of thefirst suchenterprisesdown
town. Kahn, a nationally prominent early
20th-century architect with a vast office
force,employedsomeof themostadvanced
technology of his day. His firm’s work in
RhodeIsland includesthe ProvidenceJour
nal Building, 35-69 Fountain Street q.v.
and Quonset Point Naval Air Station,
Kahn’s firm did a great deal of work for
Packard, including its factories in Detroit
and showrooms around the country. The
Providenceshowroom is one of the few
small buildings of the period in this city so
richly detailed,owing no doubt to thepresti
giousimageof thePackardMotor CarCo. Its
terracottaornamentationis similar to that of
the Majestic Theatre just opposite, and
togetherthey make a handsomepair facing
the intersectionof Washingtonand Empire
Streets,

‘234 New England Telephone & Telegraph
Company Building 1917, 1951, 1971:
Clarke & Howe, architects; Ekman As
sociates,architectsfor addition. A largecom
plexcomprisingan earlier,GeorgianRevival
section and a later, modern, section. The
GeorgianRevival sectionis an 8-story, steel
frame structure with a 2-story, marble-
sheathedbaseand brick-clad upperstories.
The baseis arcadedon the 1st story, andthe
7-bay facadeis framed by Corinthian pu
asters;Corinthian columnsdefinethe 3-bay
entrancepavilion. A paneledparapetsur
roundstheflat roof, anda gable end with a
large,round-headwindowis centeredat the
top of the facade.This building was origi
nally an L-plan structure,with the arms of
the "L" along Washington and Greene
Streets; an ambitious scheme - also by
Howe - for morethan doubling thebuild-
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was foundedherein 1875.ing’s size was proposedin 1931 but went
unrealized,andthe interiorangle of the"L"
was filled to createa rectangularplan - to
Howe’s designs- to match the rest of the
building in 1951. The 1971 addition is a
10-story, steel-frame, brick curtain-wall
building with vertical window strips. The
Telephone Co. had outgrown its earlier
facilities at 112 Union Street q.v. by the
time this building wascompleted;expansion
of thecompany- and thedesire to consoli
date activity hereand abandonentirely the
Union Streetbuilding - led to construction
of the additions.The 1917 structurerelates
well to the ProvidencePublic Library see
150 Empire Street acrossthe street. This is
typical of Clarke & Howe’s work - and the
most monumental GeorgianRevival struc
ture downtown.

250 First UniversalistChurch1872: Edwin 0.
Howiand, architect.A High Victorian Gothic
churchbuilt of brick and stoneand seton a
high basementand having a corner spire.
The building is simply articulated, with
vestigial buttressesand ogival-arch win
dowswith poiychromestoneradiatingvous
soirs, The handsome,if somewhataustere
auditorium hasdark wainscoting, clustered
colonnetteswith foliated capitals,Eastlake
inspired furnishings,and fine stained-glass
windows. This, like other remaining
churchesdowntown, is a remnant of the
19th-century residential neighborhood in
this area. The First Universalist Society of
Providence,founded in 1821, occupiedtwo
successivestructuresat the corner of West
minster and Union Streetsuntil expanding
commercialpressuremade the location so
valuable and business-orientedthat the
Society retreatedwest to what was then a
residentialdistrict. The church todayis once
againsurroundedby commerce.

254 Young Women’s Christian Association
Building, now 1890 House 1905-06:
Hoppin & Ely, architects. A 6-story, brick-
clad steel-framebuilding seton a high base
ment with regular fenestrationand bold,
decorativecornice.Built throughcommunity
pledgesto replacesmaller,crowdedfacilities
at the corner of Washingtonand Franklin
Streets,theYWCA Building wasbegunearly
in 1905 and dedicated3 December1906. It
housed YWCA activities until the mid
1970s, when Midland Housing Specialists
convertedthe building into housing for the
elderly.

WATERMAN STREET

‘ii WatermanBuilding, Rhodeisland School
of Design1892-93, 1897: Hoppin, Read &
Hoppin, architects,A somber3-story, brick
structurewith a flat roof andmassivecorbel
cornice,The 1st story is definedby anarcade
of 5 large,round-headarchessurroundedby
diaperwork; theentrance,heraldedby a pair
of tall, wrought iron lamps,is recessedin the
center arch. The large archesflanking the
entrance are glazed. Paired round-arch
windows surmount each of the 1st-story
arches.The 3rd story is largely a blank field
of Flemish-bond brickwork pierced by 5
small, rectangularwindowsandornamented
by 6 terra cotta decorative plaques. This

structure recalls 14th- and 15th-century
Venetianprototypes,but moreimmediately
and significantly, this format had been used
nearly 30 years earlier by Peter Bonnett
Wight for the National Academyof Design
in New York; in both buildings, the blank
upperstorieshousedstudio spacelit by sky
lights. in addition to studios, this building
originally housedall theSchool of Design’s
activities and included classrooms,offices,
andmuseumspaceexpandedin 1897. This
is thefirst building erectedby the School of
Desigri, founded in 1878 by Mrs. JesseH,
Metcalf in partwith proceedsfrom admis
sions to the Rhode island pavilion at the
CentennialExposition of 1876, The school
offered instruction in applied and fine arts
and was first located in the Hoppin Home
stead Building at 375 WestminsterStreet
demolished1979. Its growth necessitateda
largerbuilding androom for expansion,and
this location -near the Art Club and sev
eral artists’ studios - was eminently ap
propriate.But R.1.S.D.wasnotsolelyan"art"
school, and its potential economic signifi
cance for the state was important to its
founders.From the butset, the school was
conceivedasa boon to local industry, espe
cially textiles, jewelry, and silver products,
Backers like the Metcalfs, owners of the
WanskuckMills see 725 Branch Avenue,
were mindful that skilled designer-crafts
men the school trained would give firms
which employed them a boost in highly
competitivemarketswhere fine design was
often a key to achievingnot only acclaimbut
also financialsuccess,This structurewas the
gift of lesse H. Metcalf. As the institution
grew to fill the block and nearbybuildings
many given by membersof the Metcalf
family, this building was givenoverentirely
to classrooms,save for the 1897 museum
rooms now incorporatedinto the museum
see224 BenefitStreetand2 CollegeStreet.

29 Dr. GeorgeWheatonCarr House 1885:
Edward I. Nickerson, architect. Sited
prominently at the corner of Benefit and
WatermanStreets,theCarr Houseis anelab
orate Queen Anne confection. Clad in
Seekonkstone,brick, stucco,slate,andhalf-
timbering, the househasa high cross-gable
roof, conical-roofcorner tower, and copper
trim. Dr. Carr 1833-1907had his offices in
the basementof the building, accessible
from WatermanStreeton the west side of
thebuilding becauseof thesteepslopeof the
hill. Shortly after his death, Rhode Island
School of Designacquiredthebuilding, and
it hassince housedclassrooms,studios, of
fices, and a studentlounge.

‘41 JamesFennerHouse 1780, 1972: Irving B.
Haynes& Associates,architectsfor addition,
A modest and characteristic late 18th-
century 2½-story dwelling with a 5-bay
facade,simple center entrance,and hand
somemodernwing to thesouth.Sitedon the
steep western slope of College Hill, the
house is built into the hill. The boyhood
homeof JamesFenner,governor of Rhode
Island 1807-11, 1824-31, 1843-45. it was
visited by George Washington in 1790;
Fennerlater lived at 150 Power Streetq.v..
The Hope Club see 6 Benevolent Street

‘42- Rhode Island School of Design Dormi
62 tory Complex 1955-57: Robinson Green

Beretta, architects; Warren A. Peterson,
designer;Pietro Belluschi, consulting archi
tect; Hideo Sasaki Associates, landscape
architects.A group of brick-clad, 2-, 3-, and
4-story buildings arrangedin an open, ter
raced quadrangleon a steep hillside site
betweenWatermanand Angell Streetseast
of Benefit. The buildings have slate roofs
and white woodwork trim. At thecenter of
the complex - just at the curve in Water
man Streetand with a commandingview of
the city - is a large dining hail; like the
dormitoriesto itseastandwest,therefectory
usesdomesticmaterials and forms, but is
greatly expandedin scale.At the narrow
west end of the lot - at thebottom of the
hill - is a grassyknoll framedby trees and
dominated by a large bronze sculpture,
Daybreak 1968, designed by Gilbert
Franklin, then chairmanof theschool’sDivi
sion of FineArts. This complex,thefirst such
built by the School of Design to houseits
students,was conceivedto blend with the
"quiet spirit of its surroundingsandnot be of
an assertivequality." The materials and
forms were thus chosento harmonizewith
the historic neighborhood.Designed and
built just at thetime the CollegeHill study
was evaluatingthe neighborhoodand rec
ommending steps for its preservation,the
R.I.S.D. dormitory complex is remarkable
for its contexturaldesign.ProgressiveArchi
tecture, the prestigiousprofessionaljournal,
awarded the complex a citation for design
excellencein 1959.

‘64 University Library, now RobinsonHall,
Brown University 1875-78: Walker &
Gould, architects. A 3½-story High Vic
torian/RuskinianGothic,masonrystructure
finished in a polychromeschemeof brick,
bluestone,terra cotta, slate and metal. The
polygonalcore of the building is cappedby
an octagonaldome, andthreehip-roof pro
jectingwings radiatefrom this core, with an
elaboratelycarvedstoneporchon the fourth
side. The third "panoptic" library in this
country, this building replaced Manning
Hall q.v. as the university library; as early
as 1852, thelibrary committeeat Brown had
called for a large, modern, fireproof,
structure,and the programfor this building
evolved over 25 years,largely influencedby
librarian CharlesC. Jewett.The centralcore
with monitoringdeskandstacksin theradi
ating wings originatedin Europe,andJewett
waslargely responsiblefor bringingthecon
cept to this country. Although built to be
expandable,this building too grew too small
and was replaced by theJohn Hay Library
see 20 ProspectStreet. Unaltered on the
exterior - andretaining its handsomecast-
iron fence- it hasbeen in departmentaluse
since 1910.

‘68 Cabinet of the Rhode Island Historical
Society, now Graphic Services Depart
ments, Brown University 1844, 1891:
JamesBucklin, architect;Stone,Carpenter&
Willson, architects for addition, A severe,
2-story, stuccoed-rubble Greek Revival
structurewith a temple-form front framed
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by pilaster!which "support"a broadentabla- ‘110 Rufus Waterman House 1877: A "stick chants.He lived hereuntil his deathin 1900,
ture below the pedimentedgable roof; the
3-story wingsat therearof theoriginal struc
ture wereconstructedof the samematerials
and in a similar style. Founded in 1822 for
the collection and preservationof Rhode
island-orientedbooks, papers,and graphic
material, theSociety met at the State House,
150 BenefitStreetq.v.; thecounting house
of Brown & Ives, 50 SouthMain Streetq.v.;
and the Arcade, 130 Westminster Street
q.v. beforetheCabinetwas built, The Soci
ety remained in this location until 1942,
when it movedto thejohn Brown I-louse, 52
Power Streetq.v.

‘72 EdwardDexterHouse1799,1860,ca- 1925:
A richly detailed, 2½-story Federal house
with a balustradedhip roof, brick end-walls
with paired end-wall chimneys, and a
quoined, clapboard 5-bay facade, The
pedimented projecting center pavilion is
framed by colossal Doric pilasters. The
windows on the 1st story of the facadeare
pedimenteda rarity in Providence.The
fanlight entrancehas a Doric portico; above
it is a Palladianwindow, Built at the north
east corner of Prospectand George Streets
by Dexter,a prominentmerchant,thehouse
was movedto its presentlocationin 1860 by
William H. Brown, In thelate 19th century,it
was the homeof Charles Leonard Pendle
ton, creator of the Pendleton American
furniture collection, later given to the
Museum of Art, Rhode Island School of
Design;the interiors of PendletonHouseat
R.I.S.D. see 224 Benefit Streetwere mod
eled after those of the Dexter House, The
Dexter House mews were built in the late
19th century, andFrank L. Hinkley addeda
ballroom in the 1920s, The Dexter Houseis
one of the most elaborate Federal houses
built in the city.

‘80 John F. Chapin House,now Walter Hall;
Brown University 1857: A 3-story, brick
Italianate dwelling with a low hip roof,
modillion-and-dentil cornice, and a 3-bay
facade,The center entranceportico is sup
ported on columns with acanthus-leaf
capitals.Chapin,a merchant,wasa principal
in the firm Day & Chapin. Brown acquired
the property in 1937, and it was usedas a
fraternity house until Brown fraternities
were moved to Wriston Quadranglein the
195Os.

‘94 Dr. JamesWC. Ely Houseca. 1810, 1866:
Alpheus C. Morse, architectfor alterations.
A 2½-story Federal house with a 4-bay
facade,Ely, a physician, moved this house
here from the north side of George Street,
just east of Rhode Island Hall, Brown Uni
versity. His remodeling of the house,at a
cost of $3,000, included the addition of the
heavy Italianatewindow capsand thepedi
menteddoorway.

‘98- CharlesDorranceHouse1871: A 2½-story
100 SecondEmpire double housewith a man

sardroof, pedimenteddormers,anda modil
lion cornice.The 4-bayfacadehasprojecting
end pavilions with 2-story bay windows;
entrancesare on the east and west sides,
Dorrancewas a merchant,

style" doublehouse,2½-storieshigh, with a
high hip roof, hip-roof dormers, and a
paired-gablecentral pavilion above paired
2½-story bay windows flanking inset 1st-
and 2nd-story porches; the symmetrical
facadeis relatively restrained,The basement
story housesshops. Watermanwas one of
thefoundersof theProvidenceTool Co. and
was also instrumental in forming the well’
known steam-enginecompany Corliss &
Nightingale. Waterman previously lived at
219 and 188 Benefit Streetq.v..

‘123 The Minden Apartments1912: Frank W.
Woods, architect, An 8-story, steel-frame,
stucco-and-terra-cotta-faced apartment
building with a U-plan andflat roof, Julian L.
Herreshoff, of the Bristol boat-building
family, built the Minden as one of the first
large apartmentbuildings in Providence.it
becamea fashionableresidencefor both the
newly marriedand the retired who neither
wanted nor needed large single-family
houses in an increasingly servant-less
society. For many years, the Minden was
particularly popularwith thewell-off elderly
of theEastSide. Sincethemid 1970s, it has
servedas a dormitory for Johnson& Wales
College.

‘124 Richard W. Comstock House 1876: A
2½-storySecondEmpire housewith a man
sard roof, pedimenteddormers,and brack
eted cornice. The 3-bay facade has single
and doublewindows underbracketedcaps;
I-story bay windows flank the center
portico. Comstock was secretary of the
RhodeIsland HorseshoeCo.

*126 William GR. Mowry House 1870: A
2½-story SecondEmpire housewith a con
cavemansardroof and a 3-bayfacadewith a
central Doric portico. Mowry owned a lum
ber company. He moved here from 57
Brownell Streetq.v..

‘129 Russell and Ives House, now the Brown
University Press1871-72:A 2½-storyItal
ianate "villa" with a cross-gableroof andan
L-plan. A 4-story, square tower is in the
angle of the ‘L" and containsan arcaded
entranceporch, now glazed.Hope Russell
and Anna lves jointly owned this as an
investmentproperty.

‘131 Levi Salisbury House 1852: A 2½-story,
transitional Greek Revival/Italianatehouse
with a gableroof setendto thestreet,brack
eted cornice, paneled corner pilasters,
round-arch attic windows, and a 3-bay
facadewith heavy window caps and side
hail entrancein an Italianate frame. Salis
bury was an attorney for theState of Rhode
Island.

*141 Horatio N. Campbell House1877: William
R. Walker, architect. A handsomeand elab
orate, 2½-story Second Empire dwelling
with a high, angular mansard roof with
towers, elaboratetrim, iron cresting, and a
porte cochereon the east. One of the most
elaborateSecond Empire dwellings in the
city, its facadeis a simple version of that of
the contemporary City Hail. Campbell
owned H.N. Campbell & Co., wool mer

and his heirs sold it to Frank Fuller Olney
1852-1904, mayor of Providence1894-
96,

‘150 Benjamin F. Thurston House, now the
American Red Cross1872, ca. 1910: Orig
inally ltalianate in style but heavily re
modeledin theearly 20th centuryto its pres
ent Georgianappearance,thebrick, 3-story
Thurston Househasa balustradedhip roof
and a 3-bay facadewith the centerentrance
in a balustradedDoric porch below a Pal
ladian window, Thurston was a partner in
the law firm Ripley & Co.

154 Charles Potter House 1855: Thomas A,
Tef ft architect, A brick, 3-story ltalianate
dwelling with stonetrim, a centralentrance
pavilion, and a balustradedhip roof with
modillion cornice, Potterwas a wealthymer
chant who commissioned the Franklin
Housesee2 CollegeStreet.Built as an Ital’
ianatepalazzo,it was extensivelyremodeled
in the early 20th century in the Georgian
style; it has since been further altered by
modern additions and conversion into
doctors’offices. The handsomewroughtiron
fence, an original feature seen in Tefft’s
watercolorperspectiveof thehouse,happily
survives more or less intact, an all-too-rare
phenomenon.

‘157 Benjamin Buffum House ca. 1857: Like
othermid-century housesat theintersection
of CookeandWatermanStreets,this too has
been convertedfrom an Italian palazzointo
a GeorgianRevivalhouse,The brick, 3-story
building hasa low hip roof, stuccoedwalls,
and a pedimentedentrancevestibule, The
2-story carriagehouseat rear is less altered.
Buffum was an agent for the Commercial
SteamboatCo,

‘161 Ellen DeF.Anthony House1889: Gould&
Angell, architects, A 2½-story, clapboard
late QueenAnne dwelling with a high cross-
gambrel roof, pargeting,varied fenestration,
a bay window on the west side, and an
altered front entrance. Mrs. Anthony built
this as an investment property and first
rentedit to Mary R, Gardner,a widow.

‘163 KathleenTaylor House1883: A 2½-story,
clapboard-and-shingleQueenAnne dwell
ing with a cross-gableroof and an entrance
inset in a cornerporch. Taylor, who lived in
Pawtucket, built this as an investment, In
1887, GeorgeE. Luther, a jewelrymanufac
turer see 212-216 Oxford Street, bought
the houseas his residence.

‘166 Walter Richmond House 1905: Stone,
Carpenter& Willson, architects.A 2½-story,
brick-and-slate,3-bay-facade, center-hail-
plan Colonial Revival housewith a slightly
projecting center pavilion; the Tuscan-
column portico hasa parapetrailing andis
surmountedby a half-timberedgable at the
attic level. Walter Richmond, who lived
nearbyat 88 Cooke Street,built this house
for his son Gerald M. Richmond, a former
vice president of the family’s American
Emery Wheel Works who had recently
establishedhis own electrical engineering
firm,
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‘170 Ezra P. Lyon House1865: A plain, square,
3-story, low-hip-roof, 3-bay-facade,center-
hall-plan, palazzo-likeitalianatehousewith
bracketed eaves and window caps and a
Colonial Revival porch. Lyon, a partner in
the wholesale-grocery rum of Young &
Lyon, 22-26 North Main q.v., built this at
the corner of Governor and Waterman; it
was moved to this site about1903 to make
room for 166 Watermanq.v..

181 Mumford-ForkeyHouseca. 1867:A small,
end-gable-roof,3-bay-facade,side-hall-plan
late Greek Revival cottage with corner
boards, dentil cornice, window caps, and
pedimented doorway. It was built by
Emelineand CharlesMumford of Newport,
who sold it soon after completion to Moses
Forkey, a bookkeeper.

182- Vaughan-PerkinsHouse1866: CA. Hall,
184 architect, A large, 2½-story, mansard-roof

SecondEmpire double housewith paired
central entrances sheltered by vestibule
porchessurmountedby a glazedsun porch.
The large porch along the sidehas square
posts, turned balusters,and modillion cor
nice matchingthose on the front porchand
the eaves, Vaughan see 195 Waterman
built this as an investment; its first owner
occupantwas Fred E. Perkins, a scrap-iron
and metal dealer.

186 ThomasPhillips, Jr.House1867,ca. 1930:
An unusual remodeling of a 3-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan, mansard-roof Second
Empire houseinto a 2½-story,stucco-and-
half-timber Tudor Revival apartmentbuild
ing with a timbered porch, vertical-board
spandrelpanels betweenthe 1st- and 2nd-
story windows, and ornamentalbalconies
with sawn balusterson the 2nd-storywin
dows. This early 20th-century remodeling
produceda distinctive structuremore inter
esting in some ways than its neighbors.
Phillips worked for the William H. Fenner
Co., manufacturersof metal roofs and hot-
air furnaces.

194 Charles W. Bowen House 1896: Gould,
Angell & Swift, architects,A large,2½-story,
flank-gambrel-roof house with numerous
bay windows,dormers, turrets,oriels, bal
conies, and porches,giving a picturesque
appearance.Bowen’shouseis a fineexample
of the late 19th-centuryadaptationof the
small colonial, gambrel-roofcottageby ex
ploding its proportions; the large gambrel
roof, coveringboth the 2nd story and the
attic, was common in such housesand a
favored motif with this architectural firm.
Bowen was a commercialagent.

195 William P. Vaughan House 1868: A
2½-story, bell-cast-mansard-roof, 3-bay-
facade,side-hall-planSecondEmpirehouse
with bracketedeavesand window capsand
a scroll-console-supportedoriel over the
front door, Vaughanwas an agent for the
Grant Mill see299 CarpenterStreet.

198 Charles A. Potter House 1894: A large,
square, 2½-story, hip-roof, 3-bay-facade,
center-hall-plan Colonial Revival house
with a porch with pairedcolumnssheltering
the entrance,Potterwas a chemist.

‘206 Samuel Starr House 1902: A 2-story,
stuccoed, gabled-hip-roof, 3-bay-facade,
center-hail-planhouse with a projecting,
gabled center pavilion with an archeden
trance below an oversizearched window
with a wrought iron balcony. Round-arch
attic dormersare placed toward the top of
thetall "chateau"roof,Thisinterestingnorth
ern European vernacular-inspired house
was built for a doctor.

211 The Eldorado Apartments ca. 1930: A
long, flat-roof, brick building setend to the
street,3 storieshigh with a 4-story elI at the
rear, The building has an elaborate cast-
stone parapet and a 3-story cast-stone
enframedpanel of glazed tile spelling the
nameand addressof thebuilding over the
arched entrance,The building was erected
for the Irene L. Nichols estate.

218 Apartment Building 1936: A large,
3-story, brick-and-polychrome-glazed
block, flat-roof, E-plan Art Modernebuild
ing with steel casementwindowssetin bays
of horizontally ribbedglazedblock,andver
tical bandsof cast-stonerelief panels above
theentranceswhich are shelteredby small,
semicircular stainless-steel hoods, This
sophisticatedexpressionof a style rare in
Providencewas built for the 218 Waterman
StreetCompany.

229 What Cheer Mutual Fire Insurance Co.
Building 1948-49: Samuel Lerner, archi
tect, A large, 2-story, brick-and-limestone,
flat-roof office building with large, simple
windows framed in stone,and a glass-wall
corner entrancewith a cantileveredcanopy;
a 3-story towerwith oneside,facedin stone,
containinga clock and, on theother side,a
2-story window unit with a wide stonesur
round containing the company emblem,
This is a good exampleof the conservative
corporate modernism of 1950s Providence
commercialarchitecture.

331 American Emery Wheel Works 1898,
1909: A group of detachedand intercon
nected 1-, 2-, and 3-story rectangular-block
brick structureswith low-pitch gable or flat
roofs and segmental-archwindows, The
complexwasbuilt to housea manufactoryof
abrasivewheelsusedfor grinding. This rep
resentsonly half of thecomplex;a largepor
tion stood just north of this and was de
molishedin thel960sfor theconstructionof
the connector and new bridge across the
Seekonk between Providence and East
Providence, in 1983-84, the complex was
renovated as Richmond Square, an office
complex for computer and allied high-tech
businesses,

392 Red Bridge Keeper’s House 1872: A
1½-story brick cottageerected by the City
besidetheSeekonkRiver to housethedraw
bridge operatorfor Red Bridge now gone.
The span had been erected between1871
and 1875 to link ProvidenceandEastProvi
dence more conveniently. It was an iron
structure30 feet wide and 387 feetlong. in
1895 this bridge was replaced by a new
span, long a local landmark; it was de
molishedin 1976.

WAVERLY STREET
124 StevensBeckwith House1869: A modest

cottageset gable end to the streetwith the
entrancein the front of a small wing pro
jected from one of the long sides of the
building. Beckwith was a silversmith.

129 John L. Smith Houseca. 1868: A 2-story,
L-plan, cross-gable-roof,housewith a lat
ticework front porch. Smith. was an insur
anceagent.

WAYLAND AVENUE
102 Thomas W. Greene House 1854: A

2½-story, L-plan, hip-roof italianate villa
with pairedwindows,bracketedeaves,and
a bracketedporchwith squareposts.Greene
wasa carpenterand probablybuilt this, one
of the earliesthousesin the area,

199- WeybossetPure Food Market Block ca.
205 1930: A 2-story brick commercialblock with

stores on the 1st story and office space
above. The flat roof is concealedbehind a
pantile false gable across the front. The
building was constructedto housean East
Sidebranchof this majordowntowngrocery
store,

234 Floyd Tomkins, Jr. House 1899: A dis
tinctive, 2½-story, cross-gambrel-roof,
Colonial Revival house with an unusual
3½-story projecting center pavilion with a
recessedattic loggia. Floyd Tompkins, who
moved to Philadelphia in 1898, probably
hadthis housebuilt as an investmentor asa
residencein theevent of his return to Provi
dence, The first resident was Charles A.
Whedock,a salesman.

259 JamesE. Sullivan House1893: William R.
Walker & Son, architects,A large and pre
tentious, rambling, 2½-story, brick-and-
shingle, vaguely chateauesquedwelling
with clustersof conical-roof, shingle towers
rising from the brick 1st story. The pictur
esquenessof its massing is augmentedby
Gothic-detailedparapetrailings around the
roofs of the projecting wings of the ground
story, by the bracketed-gabledoor hood
with trusswork, the iron roof cresting, and
thefine stained-glasspanelsin many of the
windows, especiallythelarge tripartite stair
window on the facade. The house is an
extreme of the highly articulated, con
sciously picturesqueQueenAnne style and
is one of the most elaboratehousesof its
kind in the city. The ample carriagehouse
reflects thedesignof thehouse.Sullivan,the
purchasingagent for the WoonsocketRub
ber Company,wasmarriedto Alice Banigan,
daughter of Joseph Banigan, the rubber
magnate,whose housestands nearbyat 10
OrchardAvenueq.v..

259 EmmaK. JewettHouseca. 1909: Martin &
Hall, architects. A large, 2½-story, brick,
low-hip-roof, Colonial Revival housecom
posedof a pair of 2-bay, projecting,hip-roof
end pavilions with massivechimneys ris
ing abovetheeaveson thefacadeflankinga
recessedcenter entrancebay with a heavy
Tuscanportico.The heavymodillion cornice
with its deep frieze and the splayed lintels

236



with keystonesabovethe tall nat-row win- QueenAnne housesnotablefor their corn- 3-bay facadehasa centerentranceflanked
dowsarecharacteristicof the work of Provi
dence architect George F. I-fail, who de
signed this housefor Mrs. Jewettafter the.
death of her husband,Franklin Jewett, a
physician.

275 C.R. MakepeaceHouse1896: CR. Make-
peace, architect. A large, 2½-story, brick-
and-slate,cross-gambrel-roofhousewith a
wide porch acrossthe front and an unusual
roofline with two endgambrelsside by side
facingthe front at the attic level, As a princi
pal of the firm CharlesR. Makepeace& Co.,
Makepeacespecializedin the design of in
dustrial buildings.

282- David C. and Sarah C. Anthony House
284 1903: A large, 2½-story, shingle flank-

gambrel-roofdoublehousewith two identi
cal dormersin the front of the 2-story gam
brel roof, shallow bay windows, and two
entranceswith different hoods over each,
Anthony was the proprietor of a leather
business;he lived at 282 and his widowed
mother lived next door at 284.

295 Jamesand HowardCornell House1891: A
2½-story, end-gable-roof, Queen Anne
dwelling with a large semi-octagonalturret
on theside;a plasterpanelof foliated design
at the second floor level; shingling in the
projecting front gable;and a large arcaded
corner porch with turned columns, ramped
balustrades,and a parapetbalustrade,This
house, originally located at 259 Wayland
Avenue, was built by JamesCornell and
occupied by Howard Cornell, both of the
Daniels,Cornell & Co., a wholesalegrocery
business, It was moved here in 1909 by
EmmaJewett in order to make room for a
new GeorgianRevival houseat 259 Way-
land Avenueq.v.. EmmaJewettlived in her
new houseand rentedout this older dwell
ing to Louis M. Jackson.

566 Henry Morriss House ca. 1874: A late
Greek Revival cottage with an Italianate
door hood, Henry Morriss was a carpenter,
and his family had extensiveland holdings
in this areain the mid-l9th century.

WEBSTER AVENUE
908 Plain Farmhouseca. 1820: A 2½-story,

flank-gable-roof. 5-bay-facade,center-hall-
plan Federalhousewith two interior chim
neys. A large 2-story eli, probably built ca.
1830-50,extendsfrom therearof thehouse.
The principal feature of the exterior is the
fluted,pilaster-enframedentrancewith side
lights surmountedby a blind elliptical fan
under a broad wooden arch with a console
keystone. The interior retains much of its
original woodwork, including Federalchair
rails, mantels, doors, and staircase. This
well-preservedhouseis probably the oldest
in theAnnexand originally was thecenterof
a farm that coveredall of the land between
Laurel Hill and Terrace Avenuesand Hill-
wood, Whitehall and Plainfield Streets.

WESLEYAN AVENUE

* EugeneM. Sawin Houses1890: A pair of
identical, 2½-story, clapboard-and-shingle

piex massing, gable ornamentsand oriel
windows. A picturesquesurface texture is
achievedthroughthe ornamentalshingling
and rusticatedbrickwork. Sawinwas a part
ner in John M. Dean Company,dealersin
housefurnishings,at 321 High Streetwhen
he built number15 for his own residence
and number9 for rental purposes.

‘25 Augustine H. Downing House 1910: A
2½-story, shingle, jerkinhead-gable-roof
housenotable for an elaborateneo-Gothic
entrance vestibule, This is an interesting
exampleof the plain boxy housestypical of
World War I-era suburbanarchitecture,but
rare in South Providence,Downing was a
lawyer with his office in the Grosvenor
Building at 10 WeybossetStreetq.v..

‘40- Herbert W. GreeneHouse 1881: A man-
42 sard-roofdoublecottagenotablefor an elab

orate entablature,hip-roof dormers,brack
eted bay windows, and Modern Gothic
porch. This is anunusualexampleof a man
sard-roofdoublehousewith elaboratetrim.
Herbert W, Greene was a partner in A.
Crawford Greene& Son, Printersand Pub
lishers. which publishedthe GeneralAdoer
riser, The WeeklyGazette,The City Tax Book
and the Rhode island Farmer’s Almanac.

48 Amanda C. Harris House 1881: A 2½-
story, cross-gable-roofhouse notable for
sawn bargeboards,bracketedbay windows,
ornate window hood, and patterned-slate
roof. AmandaHarris, a widow, sharedthis
housewith a relative,JabezG. Harris, treas
urer of theProvidenceLithographCompany
at 31 Pearl Street.

‘53 Samuel B. Darling House 1885: A 2½-
story, cross-gabledmodern Gothic house
notablefor elaboratetrim, including a pat
terned-slateroof, rusticatedgranite founda
tions, and neo-Gothicporch. Darling was a
partner-in Brown and Sharpe and moved
here from ProspectStreet, He retired from
businessin 1894 and devoted his time to
campaigning against compulsory vaccina
tion until his deathin 1900, His only child,
Mary Ella Jackson,subsequentlyinherited
the house,

WEST CLIFFORD STREET
100 Houseof the IntercessorMission Church

1870: A 2-story, end-gable-roofbuilding
with a 5-bay, center-entrancefacadebuilt as
an Episcopal mission, The building retains
its original windows,although the porch is
probably a later addition, It is now usedasa
residence.

WEST PARK STREET

10 Charles F. Hull House 1873: 2½-stories
high with a mansardroof, this househasa
2-bay facadewith a side-hall entranceand
2-story baywindow anda modillion cornice.
The first-storyporch is a later addition. Hull
was a partner in the Charles F. & John M.
Hull Building Company.

ii ChristopherC. Dodge House1858: A 3-
story, brick italianatehousewith a low hip
roof, bracketedcornice,and wide eaves.The

by bay windows, Built on a bank I story
abovestreetlevel, this imposinghouseis ap
proached by twin stone staircases with
wrought iron balustrades,Dodge,theowner
of a dyeworks,boughtthelandin 1853 from
theHolden Estateand movedhis family into
their new homeupon its completion 5 years
later. The houseremainedin thefamily until
the last years of the 19th century, but by
1901 it had been converted to a rooming
house,

WEST RIVER STREET

146 Corliss Steam Engine Company 1849 et
seq.:A heavily altered,partially intactcom
plex primarily comprising a brick building
with a double-monitorhip roof formerly an
iron foundry and a I-story, hip-roof brick
building formerly a machineshop. George
H. Corliss came to Providencefrom New
York in 1844 anddevotedhis energiesto the
improvementof thesteamengine.The origi
nal works were on India Street,but rapidly
increasing demand for Corliss’s engines
necessitatedthe construction of a larger
complex,begun herein 1849, The company
incorporatedin 1856. Corliss constantlyim
proved his stationaryenginesand received
numeroushonorsfor his efforts,including a
gold medal at the 1867 Paris Exposition.
Corliss’s vertical "CentennialEngine"pow
eredthe CentennialExposition.atPhiladel
phia in 1876, an eventwhich reaffirmedthe
company’sworld-wide reputationfor excel
lence.By the late 19th century,the complex
comprised 9 1-, 2-, 3-, and 4-story brick
buildings. After Cortiss’s death in 1888,
William Cowen, William Sherman, and
CharlesGiles continuedto operatethecom
pany until its failure in 1896, The Interna
tional Power Companybought the firm in
1899 and continuedto produceCorliss en
ginesinto the20th century.By the1930s,the
complexhad beendivided for use by small
manufacturingcompaniessee 45 Prospect
Street.

148 ProvidenceTool Company1861 et seq.:A
largely intact complexof 2- and 3-story in
dustrial buildings. The central portion is 2
storieshigh with brick piersonthe 1st story,
corbel cornice, 4-story center tower, and a
flat roof replacing the original low-pitch
gable roof. Originally located on Wick
enden Street, Providence Tool Company
was establishedin 1 845 and incorporatedin
1847; its early products included sewing
machinesand rifles, The companyexpanded
here on the eve of the Civil War, and this
plant was equipped with new Brown &
Sharpe machineryat that time, The com
pany was reorganized in 1883 into the
Household Sewing Machine Company,
which continuedoperationson Wickenden
Street,andtheRhodeIslandTool Company,
which producedjob-ordermachinery,tools,
and fastenershere, The firm continuesits
operationsin this plant.

WESTFORD ROAD
6 GeorgeW. BradburnHouse1925: A sym

metrical 2-story, stucco, pantile-hip-roof,
Mediterranean-stylehousewith squarebay
windows flanking an elaborateBaroqueen-
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trance with garland-entwined columns. Trust Co. soon becamea commercialbank- dentil cornIce and a polIshed-granIteand
Bradburnwastreasurerof BradburnMotors,
Incorporated.

50 Francis 0. Allen House1925: A 2-story,
stuccoTudor Revival housewith brick end
walls, casementwindows, and a half-tim
bered entrancevestibule.Alien was treas
urerof the HazardCottonCompany.

WESTMINSTER STREET

Settlementon the west side of the Provi
dence River, which had begun in earnest
with the establishmentof the New Light
Meeting Houseon westernWeybossetStreet
in 1746, was encouragedby theopeningof
the Mathewson Farm boundedby Wash
ington, Weybosset,and Clemence Streets
and Cathedral Square for developmentin
1750. To improveaccessto this partof town,
the ReverendJosephSnow. Jr. inducedthe
owners of this land to donateportions of
their holdings for a new street from Turks
Head to Cathedral Square.The street was
named Westminster,after the town in Eng
land which under the influence of George
Fox, founderof the Society of Friends, had
becomea centerof liberal politics andopin
ions. The choice of this name reflects the
separatistsentimentsof arearesidentsin the
third quarter of the eighteenth century,
whenmanyof them wanted to havetheland
west of the ProvidenceRiver set off as a
separatetown, known as Westminster,di
vorced from the "despotic rule" of Provi
denceby thosedwellings on theNeck,asthe
EastSide was then known, By 1753, West
minsterStreethad been built as far westas
DorranceStreet,then Muddy Dock Creek, A
lottery was raised in 1763 to elevate and
gradethestreetfartherwest, and by theend
of the decadeWestminsterStreet extended
to present-dayCathedral Square.By 1772,
the road connectedMarket Square on the
eastwith Olneyville on thewest; it was then
knownas Market Streetfrom Market House
to Turks Head,as WestminsterStreet from
Turks Head to Cathedral Square,and as
High Street from Cathedral Square to 01-
neyville. By 1827, WestminsterStreet was
heavilybuilt asfar westasAborn Street.The
final adjustmentof its name was made in
1893, when it becameWestminsterStreetfor
its entire length. The portion from Dorrance
to Snow Streetwasclosedto traffic in 1964
with the creationof WestminsterMall, one
of the early downtown pedestrianmalls
built in this country.

‘15 Rhode island HospitalTrust Co. Building
1919: York & SawyerNew York, archi
tects, An li-story, stone-faced,steel-frame
structurewith U-plan and articulatedin the
base-shaft-capitalformat characteristic of
early 20th-centurytall buildings.Corinthian
pilastersframe tall round-archwindows on
the groundstory, and a full entablatureand
balustradecap the building. Much of the
original interior remains,including the lav
ish bankinghall andlobby, both with elabo
ratecoffered ceilings. The building is con
nectedon its westside to a modem30-story
tower built in 1974 see 25 Westminster
Street. Founded in 1867 to finance Rhode
Island Hospital, the Rhode Island Hospital

ing institution as well, the first trust com
pany in New England. In 1891, the bank
moved into a 6-story RomanesqueRevival
structure at 15 WestminsterStreet, demol
ished for the constructionof this building.
For the designof its headquarters,the bank
looked to New York and hired that city’s
bestand most prolific bank architects,who
createdhereoneof thefine, italian-palazzo
inspired structures characteristic of their
work,

‘20 Merchants Bank 1855-57: Alpheus C,
Morse and Clifton A, Hall, architects,A 6-
story, brownstoneItalianatebuilding with a
trapezoidal plan. The 1st story is arcaded,
windowson the 2nd alternatetriangularand
segmentalpediments,andthoseon the up
per stories arerectangularwith simple sur
rounds.The homeof MerchantsBank from
1857 until its merger with the Providence
National Bank in 1920, the building has
been recently rehabilitatedandcontinuesto
house financial institutions. This is an early
building in thefinancialdistrict, andthebet
ter preservedof two remainingbrownstone
buildings see48 WeybossetStreet.

‘[25] One Hospital Trust Plaza: Hospital Trust
Tower1974: john Carl Warnecke& Associ
ates New York, architects. A 30-story,
steel-frametower with giass-and-travertine
curtain walls and truncatedcorners, Con
nected on the east with 15 Westminster
Streetqv., it standson the site of the In
dustrial TrustCompany1892 remodelingof
anearlierstructureand wasbuilt to provide
additionalspacefor theRhodeIslandHospi
tal Trust National Bank and more Class-A
office spacein thefinancialdistrict. it is fur
ther, like its neighbor the industrial Bank
Building, a corporatesymbol for one of the
state’sleading financial institutions,and the
lights that circle the building at its top pro
vide nocturnalidentificationof this structure
in much thesameway asthelanterndoesfor
the Industrial Building.

‘40 Old Stone Tower 1969: Shreve, Lamb &
Harmon, architects,A 23-story, reinforced
concrete tower with a marble-sheathed1st
story and curtain walls of tinted glass re
cessedin the deeprevealsof a concreteag
gregategrid on the upperstories.The build
ing is set on a podium several feet above
street level, and its top is definedby a cir
cumferential "loggia" below a bonnet-like
unarticulatedblock. The first modern high-
rise tower in Providenceanddesignedby the
firm responsiblefor the EmpireState Build
ing, this building is ratherbanal;it, too, is set
back from the streetslightly, anda pedestal
intended for sculptureremainsempty in its
fore-plaza.Sinceits completion,thebuilding
hashousedTextron, one of RhodeIsland’s
most important mid-2Oth-centurycorpora
tions,

‘59- National Exchange Bank Building 1888,
63 1948: Stone, Carpenter & Willson, archi

tects; jackson, Robertson& Adams, archi
tects for storefront, A 4½-story, brick-
sheathedQueenAnne building with a man
sard roof now missing its tower, heavy

plate glassstorefront.Built to housethe ex
panding National Exchange Bank, this
building augmentedthe structure at 1-15
ExchangeStreet,The modernstorefrontwas
built for thepresenttenant,CitizensBank, in
1948. The ExchangeBank Buildiig, theonly
extantexample of a fully developedQueen
Anne style commercialbuilding downtown,
is an important part of the history of the
financial district, a landmarkat Turks Head,
It was renovatedin 1983-85as partof fleet
Centersee45 KennedyPlaza.

‘100 ProvidenceNational Bank Building 1929,
1950:Howe & Church,architects,A 3-story,
brick-faced Colonial Revival commercial
building with an irregular plan. It hastwo
connectedsections, one facing Weybosset
Street and one facing WestminsterStreet.
The Westminster Street portion 1929 is
domesticin articulation:3-bayfacade,Palia
dianwindow on the 2nd story, anddormers
in the gableroof, That on WeybossetStreet
1950 has a 5-bay facadewith projecting
centerpavilion and arcaded1st story. Built
to house the Providence National Bank,
formed by the 1920 merger of the Provi
dence Bank and the MerchantsNational
Banksee20 Westminster,this replacedthe
Lyceum Building 1858. Throughcorporate
mergers,it devolvedfirst to Union Trust and
later to Industrial National Bank, now
known as Fleet Bank, The building now
housesfleet Bank’s Trust Department.

‘130 The Arcade 1828:JamesBucklin andRus
sell Warren,architects;Irving B. Haynes&
Associates,architectsfor 1980 remodeling.
A 3-story, stuccoedrubble Greek Revival
structurewith a skylit gableroof and hexa
style granite porticos in antis on both West
minster and Weybosset facades,that on
Westminsterwith a pedimentand that on
Weybossetwith a steppedparapet.Much of
the original interior with 3 levels of shops
remains,Built by Cyrus Butler and the Ar
cade Realty Company, the Arcade was the
first major commercialventure on the west
side of the ProvidenceRiver, Its scale and
marketingconceptwererevolutionary, and
"Butler’s Folly" remainedonly partially filled
for severalyears after its opening, In 1980,
thebuilding underwentsubstantialrehabili
tation to improve its economic viability:
Gilbane Co., a major Providence-based
building firm, was the developerof this
award-winning project. Designateda Na
tional Historic Landmarkin 1976, it is oneof
the finestGreekRevival monumentsin this
country and merits special note as a well
preservedand very early major commercial
building; it hasno peerin the nation.

‘144 LauderdaleBuilding 1894, 1977: Stone,
Carpenter& Willson, architects; Norcross
Brothers Worcester,builders; Michael Er-
tel, architect for 1977 rehabilitation. A 5-
story,Roman-brick-and-sandstone-sheathed
building with terracotta trim; recentlyreha
bilitated metal, black-granite,andplateglass
storefront; pier-and-spandrelarticulation of
upperstories; andelaboratecornice,Built as
an investment by the Butler-DuncanLand
Companyheirsof CyrusButler andAlexan

238



der Duncan,the LauderdaleBuildIng’s de- bay windows. BuIlt In 1922 to house,the 208 Cady, architect. A brick, 5-story Victorian
sign receivednationalattentionwhen it was
published by American Architect and Build
ing Newson 30 June 1894. It continued to
function as an office building until cumula
tive decaynecessitatedits closingandthreat
ened demolition in 1975, Kates Properties
bought it at that time and rehabilitatedthe
building for its headquarters.Oneof thefin
est turn-of-the-century office buildings
downtowndesignedby theprominentturn-
of-the-centuryfirm, theLauderdalehelpsto
make this portion of WestminsterStreetone
of the mosturbanein the city.

‘146 FrancisBuilding 1894: Stone,Carpenter&
Willson, architects, A S-story, brick-and-
marble-facedbuilding with a colonnaded1st
story and a bold modillion cornice. The
Francis Building was built by Marshall
Woodssee62 ProspectStreetandhis wife,
Anne Brown FrancisWoods, as an invest
mentproperty. Quite similar to theadjacent
LauderdaleBuilding, the FrancisBuilding is
a more elaboratelyarticulatedvariation on
the sametheme,

* WestminsterMaIl 1965, 1979: Fenton G.
KeyesAssociates,designers1965; Malcolm
Grear Designers,Inc., designers1979. A
pedestrianwalkway of concrete and brick
with planters, signs, and benches.While a
"Westminster Promenade" was first pro
posed in 1907, the idea of the pedestrian
mall was not seriouslyconsidereduntil the
late 1950s,By that time, themajor shopping
thoroughfaredowntownwas a traffic night;
mare, jammeddaily with automobilesand
trucks, The decisionto build and the actual
construction were hotly contested, but
WestminsterMall was finally completedin
1965: unappealinglydesignedin a suburban
modern mode, it failed to lure shoppers
away from shoppingmails and into down
town, The reconstructionattemptedto work
within the context of the urban environ
ment, but by then it was too late: the shops
and shoppershad pretty much abandoned
WestminsterStreet,

‘180- Dorrance Building 1876, 1891: George
204 WatermanCady, architect, A 4-story, brick-

and-stone High Victorian Gothic with a
modernstorefront,sashwindowswith poly
chromeTudor-arch Iintels, and metal bay
windows. Built to houseJerothmulB. Barn
aby’s see 299 Broadway dry goods store,
the DorranceBuilding was seriously dam
aged by fire in 1890. Following the build
ing’s reconstruction,the store re-openedin
the same location in 1891. Kennedy’s ab
sorbed the storeafter Barnaby’s death, and
continuedto sell men’sclothing in this loca
tion until 1978. In 1980, the building was
rehabilitated,and the 1st story was decked
out as an elaborateneo-Victorianrestaurant
for a national hamburgerchain, This was
one of the first buildings built in the west
ward commercialexpansionof downtown in
the immediatepost-Civil War years.

‘185- Woolworth Building 1922: A S-story,
187 stone-faced,steel-framestructurewith mid-

20th-century storefronts and pier-and-
spandrelwall articulationwith Chicago-type

nationalvariety storechain, the Woolworth
Building replacedtheHotel Dorrance1880,
Stone & Carpenter,architects.Woolworth’s
movedinto anotherbuilding fartherweston
WestminsterStreetin the1950s,anda bank
now occupiesthe store’s original quarters,

‘191 KresgeBuilding 1930: J.E. SextonDetroit,
architect.A 4-story, limestone-sheathed,re
inforced concreteArt Deco building with a
poor mid-2Oth-centurystorefront, a S-bay
facadewith pilasterstrips separatingcase
ment windows, and decorativemetal and
stone work. Like the’adjacentWoolworth
Building, theKresgeBuilding was erectedto
housea branch of a national variety store
chain. Kresgeno longer maintainsa store in
Providence,and the 1st story now housesa
franchiseddressshop,CasualCorner, whose
"countrycasual"marketingimageprescribes
the cutsie/rustic wooden storefront with
"Olde Englishe"overtones- an imageludi
crouslyat oddswith theslick Decodesignof
the building. Art Deco nevergained great
favor in Providence,andlittle was built dur
ing the style’s heyday. This building is a
handsome,though modest,example of the
style.

‘203 ProvidenceJournal Building 1906, 1955,
1983-84: Peabody & Stearns, architects;
Estes-Burgin Partnership, architects for
restoration, A 2½-story, steel-frame,terra-
cotta- andstone-cladbuilding in theFrench
Renaissancestyle with a mansardroof. Fully
articulatedon 3 sides, this truncated-corner
building is 7 bayswide and 3 baysdeep;the
baysaredefinedby engagedcolossalCorin
thian columns, The original entrances-

centeredin eachof the elevationsand now
servingas windowsin the truncatedcorners
- areframedwith elaborateterra cottasur
roundsandsurmountedby round-archpedi
ments framing medallions.Above theelabo
rate modillion cornice are large, console-
frameddormers,one overeachbay;the roof
is capped by iron cresting. This structure
servedas the homeof the ProvidenceJour
nal founded in 1829 from 1906 until the
company movedinto its presentoffices in
1934 see35-69FountainStreet.The build
ing has beenusedby variousshopsand of
fices since the 1930s, Oneof themostelabo
rateBeaux Arts buildingsin Providence,the
JournalBuilding was radicallyalteredin the
mid-l950s duringthe tenureof theJ.J.New-
berry variety store,when metal panels,car
ried on large I-beams,were installedon the
exteriorfrom thecornicedown,This change,
much admired at the time, was consonant
with the modernizationgoalsespousedby
the city planning department.By the late
l970s, the building was considereda prime
candidatefor restoration,with efforts toward
that end madeby Mayor Vincent A. Cianci,
Jr., theProvidencePreservationSociety,and
the ProvidenceFoundation,The innovative
restorationof this building, which included
casting some of the damagedterra cotta
piecesin fiber glass, was undertakenby the
ProvidenceLand Companyand spearhead
ed by JosephM, Cerilli and josephMolli
cone.

‘206- GaspeeBuilding 1876: George Waterman

Gothic building with modern storefronts,
paired sash windows with polychrome
Tudor-arch lintels, bay windows, and a
stepped decorative parapet of brick and
granite. Built on thesite of theHenryT, Root
Building Games C. Bucklin, architect, the
Gaspee Building, like its contemporary
neighborthe DorranceBuilding, hasalways
housedretail and office space.

‘217 HannahGreeneEstateBuilding 1879: A
4-story, polychrome-brick building with
stone trim and recently rehabilitatedcast-
iron storefront; 2-bay facadeof segmental
archesframing pairedsashwindows; brick
stringcoursesbetween stories; and corbel
cornice, Built by F.M. Smith, a real estate
developer,for the heirs of HannahGreene
as an investmentproperty, this building has
always been leasedto a tenantrather than
housing an owner-occupiedbusiness,The
richly patternedbrick was recentlyexposed
by the removal of a monochromaticpaint
scheme.

‘220- O’GormanBuilding 1925:A 6-story, brick-
226 faced, steel-frame building with modem

storefrontsand exuberantglazedterracotta
trim, including at the3rd-story level a frieze
of peacocks whose tails rise between the
window baysto fan out at the top of the
building. Built as an investmentproperty by
theheirs of FrederickS. Church, theO’Gor
man Building hashousedsmall shops and
offices since its completion.

‘228- BurgessBuilding 1870: GeorgeWaterman
232 Cady,architect, A 3½-story,stone-trimmed,

brick building with a mansard roof with
sunbonnetgable; a 2-story oriel window is
centeredon the upper stories,ThomasBur
gessbuilt this as an investment, it housed
Cady’s architecturaloffices for a numberof
years, and other 19th-centurytenantsin
cludedBryant & StrattonBusinessCollege,a
piano store,and a miltinery shop.

‘229 William H. Low EstateBuilding 1897:
Martin & Hall, architects,A 6-story, brick-
faced, commercialbuilding in theAmerican
Renaissancemodewith typical base-shaft-
capital format: here, the original base ‘is
largely destroyedby a modern storefront,
the shaft is defined by colossalComposite
pilasters,andDoric pilastersanda modillion
cornice cap the composition. The building
was erectedby theheirs of William H. Low,
who, with his son William Low, Jr., was a
major investor in downtown commercial
property during the late 19th century. Low,
Jr. commissionedthesamearchitecturalfirm
for his houseat 243 Knight Streetq.v.. The
building originally housed small tailoring
and millinery firms,

‘236 Alice Building 1898: Martin & Hall, archi
tects,A 7-story, stone-trimmed,brick build
ing in the American Renaissancemode
ornamentedwith a variety of classically-
derivedmotifs, The ground floor is heavily
alteredon both the inside and outside, but
the upperstories retain theoriginal exterior
articulation and interior layout as shopping
arcades,Rubber-magnateJosephBanigan
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see 9 Orchard Avenueand 10 Weybosset stonebuildIng In theAmerican Renaissance radical remodeling of the remainder con-
Streetbuilt this asan investmentandnamed
it after his daughter Alice, Mrs, JamesE.
Sullivan see 259 Wayland Avenue, The
conceptof a largebuilding containingsmall
shops had been realized in the Arcade of
1828, but the formula was not reusedon a
largescaleagain until the completionof this
building. The unusualinterior arrangement,
however,is completelybelied by thestand
ard 1890s commercial exterior, Since its
completion, the Alice Building has princi
pally housedgarment-andmillinery-related
enterprises.

‘239 Cailendar,McAuslan & Troup, now Peer
less 1873, 1892: A 6-story, brick-and-stone
building in theAmerican Renaissancemode
with the typical base-shaft-capitalcomposi
tion, A modern, stone-sheathedstorefront
forms the base,paneledstonepilastersde
fine the shaft, and an attic and modillion
cornicecap thecomposition.Establishedasa
departmentstore in 1866 - the first of its
magnitudein Providence- Callendar,Mc
Auslan & Troup opened in a smallerbuild
ing on this site, The venture, which soon
became known as the Boston Store, was
immediately successfuland, having quickly
outgrown its original facilities, commenced
expansionon the site in 1872. This building
originally had a cast-ironfacadewhich was
removedduring the 1892 expansionand re
modeling. The PeerlessCompany, of Paw
tucket, bought theBoston Storein the early
l9SOs and continuesto operatein this loca
tion,

‘259 Shepard Company Building 18705, 1880,
1885, 1896, 1903: Martin & Hall, architects
for 1903 expansion.AS-and6-story, brick-,
stone-, terra-cotta-, and stucco-sheathed
building with cast-ironsupportingmembers
and 2-story arched entrancesat the West
minster and WashingtonStreet corners at
Union Street. The structure incorporates
portions of earlier buildings encompassed
during expansion. The late 19th-century
cast-iron clock in front of the building on
Westminster Mall is a familiar downtown
landmark, Founded by John Shepard in
1880, the ShepardCo. rapidly expandedto
becomethelargestdepartmentstorein New
England by 1903, when it occupiedthe en
tire block boundedby Westminster,Union,
Washington, and ClemenceStreets, As a
"full-service departmentstore," Shepard’s
remaineda Providenceshoppinginstitution
until the storewent bankrupt in 1974,

‘275 Cherry & Webb 1914: Angell & Swift, ar
chitects.A 5-story, brick building with mod
ern marble storefronts and 4-story bays
cappedwith segmentalarchesdefining the
tripartite windows and elaboratelydetailed
metal spandrels;large lamps at thebaseof
eachpier separatingthebays;and an ornate,
bracketedcoppercornice.Cherry& Webb,a
department store, occupied this building
from the time of its completionuntil 1979, It
now housesa centerfor theelderly.

‘291 Burrill Building, formerly Gladding’s
1891: Stone, Carpenter& Willson, archi
tects,A narrowand deep,S-story, brick-and-

mode,but showingincipient influenceof the
Chicago school, particularly in the use of
round-arch windows at the top of the
building. The windows on the upper stories
on both the Westminster and Mathewson
Streetelevationsarepaired,anda bracketed
cornice with wide soffits caps the com
position. Founded in 1805 on North Main
Streetas Watson& Gladding, the Gladding
Co. was theoldest dry-goodsstorein Provi
dencewhen it closed in 1974. The enterprise
moved to lower WestminsterStreetin 1878
and, having outgrown those quarters,
moved to the Burrill Building upon its
completion. In 1976, Johnson& WalesBusi
nessCollegebought the building; it is now
used for classrooms,with a student-run
retail store on the 1st floor,

‘292 Tilden-Thurber Building 1895: Shepley,
Rutan & Coolidge Boston, architects, A
beautifully preserved and very sophisti
cated, 4-story masonry building in the
American Renaissancemode, The amply-
glazed, dark-paintedmetal shop fronts of
the 1st story and the similar 2nd-story
windows aretreatedasa 2-story unit framed
by elaboratelyornamentedterracotta corner
piers and architrave,This high base,capped
by a scroliwork cornice,carries the upper 2
stories,which arealso treatedasa unit, artic
ulated by an engagedcolonnade in the
French Orderbeneatha broad frieze and a
massive modillion cornice. in good Beaux
Arts fashion, theexteriortreatmentrelatesto
interior space: the clearly public, 2-story
base heralds the ground, mezzanine,and
upper levels of shopping space,while the
more closed treatment of the upper stories
bespeakstheir use as private offices, The
principal floor retainsits mahoganyvitrines
and cabinets,Further, the highly animated
surfaceof this handsomebuilding aptly sug
geststhetexturedsurfaceof chasedsilver or
a jewel box, With businessantecedentsin
the 1 8th century,thepresent firm of Tilden
Thurberbecameactive as a retailer of silver
and jewelry in the Wheaton & Anthony
Building in 1880. The enterpriseprospered,
and in 1895 the firm movedto its present
quarters, where it remains under Thurber
family management,

‘299 Tillinghast Building 1893, 1959: Ira Raka
tansky, architect of remodeling.This radi
cally alteredbuilding is a 2-story masonry
structure with glass-and-aluminumstore
front anda windowlessstuccoedwall on the
2nd story. Lloyd A, Tillinghast was a Provi
dence businessmanwho formed the LA.
Tillinghast Corporation in 1891 and oper
ated a restaurantand dancing parlor, the
Trocadero; in 1906, Tillinghast and his
secretary- by then his wife - Laura M.
Carr formed thecateringfirm that still bears
her namesee107 Angell Street,At a costof
$25,000, Tiilinghast engagedHoulihan &
McGuire to build this structure,one of sev
eralTillinghastowned in thearea.Originally
five stories high and similar to the nearby
LedererandLaphan’ Buildings see 139 and
158 Mathewson Street, the Tillinghast
Building was drastically altered by the
removal of the upper three stories and the

verting this into a "modern"structureconso
nant with the city’s urban renewal goals
establishedin the 1959 MasterPlan, which
called for the removal or remodeling of
almost all of Downtown Providence’sold
buildings.

‘327- Moulton Building 1889: A S-story, brick-
333 and-stone building with mid-2Oth-century

storefront, rusticated sandstonepier-and-
spandrel wall articulation framing metal
sash-and-transom windows on upper
stories, and a corbel cornice, Built on land
ownedby Marion P. Simmonsthe wife of a
Providencecotton broker by the heirs of
William H. Low see 229 Westminster
Street,theMoulton Building waspart of the
Low heirs’ expanding real estateholdings
downtown in the late 19th century. It is a
bold, simple building, reminiscent in ways
of the late work of H.H. Richardson,

‘375 ConradBuilding 1885: Stone,Carpenter&
Wilison, architects,A 5-story masonrybuild
ing with mid-2Oth-centurystorefronts and
highly eclectic and imaginative articulation
of theupper stories: a 4-story, cast-ironcor
ner tower on the southeastcrownedwith a
Moorish ogival dome and containing win
dows of various shapes,sizes, and styles.
Erectedby J.B. Barnabyasa weddingpresent
for his daughterand named for his son-in-
law, John H. Conrad,the Conrad Building
was hailed as the "finest edifice devotedto
business" in the city upon its completion,
Thoughoriginally usedfor professionalof
fices, the amplespaceon the upper floors
has long appealedto studentsand artistsas
studio loft space,particularly following the
decline in demand for commercial space
downtown, This is far and away the most
eccentric commercial building in Provi
dence,and its self-consciousexuberanceis
probablyheavily influencedby the tasteof
its patron, whose own house see 299
Broadway is equally elaboratewith much
the same "Look at me!" air. The Conrad
Building is one of the many commercial
buildings erected purely as investments
betweenthe Civil War and First World War,
a period of great prosperity in Providence,

‘400 CaesarMisch Building 1903: Martin &
Hail, architects,A 6-story brick-faced build
ing with an Art Deco plate-glass-and-stain
less-steelstorefronton the facade;theupper
storiesareornamentedwith stonesurrounds
on thewindowsanda deep,elaborateentab
laturebelow themodillion corniceand wide
soffits, Misch 1857-1908wasa clothier and
haberdasherwho had his shopin this build
ing. The Art Deco storefront, addedin the
1930sby HarrisFurs-the presentoccupant
- is one of thosefew commercial renova
tions that, thoughdissimilarto therest of the
building, hasa temporalandartisticintegrity
that makes it an interestingand significant
addition to a good building.

444 Blue Cross Building 1966, 1978: Fenton
Keyes & Associates,architects; Zane An
derson, designer.A 3-story, brick-sheathed,
steel-framestructurewith pier-and-spandrel
articulation of thefirst 2 storiesbelow a more
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simply finishedprojecting 3rd story. Built in
the Weybosset Hill RedevelopmentArea,
Blue Cross is a handsomecontemporary
building. It replaced this institution’s previ
ous headquartersat 31 Canal Streetq.v.

‘674 All Saints Memorial Episcopal Church
1865-72,1909: Designedby Edward Tuck
erman Potter of New York, one of the
nation’s leading church architects in the
years after the Civil War, All Saints is-a
massive,brownstone,High Victorian Gothic
church, The flat-topped corner tower was
designedto receive a tall spire. The interior
has thin, bronzed cast-iron columns, a
cuspedceiling with red and gilt decoration,
and handsomebutternutwoodwork, Potter
designedthis church in the mid-1860s,but
thefinancial difficulties of St, Andrew’spar
ish - asit was then known - delayedcon
struction until 1868. This, thesecondhome
of a parishestablishedin 1847. was renamed
at its dedication in 1872 in memory of
Bishop john PlC, Henshaw, father of the
rector, The Tudor style parish houseat the
rear was erected in 1909 to designs by a
descendant,architect GorhamFlenshaw,

741- Burrows Block 188W:A 3-storycommercial
743 block with a 5-bay facade, incised lintels,

and a coved, corbelled metal cornice, This
elaborate commercialstructurehoused the
offices of Burrows& Kenyon,a large lumber
company.

747- Lily Building 1899: A brick, 3-story,
753 low-hip-roof, commercial block with

small, square,central turret projectingabove
the roofline with the building’s name arid
date in relief. The Art Deco storefront of
carrara glass, purple glass, and metal trim
was addedin the l920s, CharlesAllen built
this as an investment,

765- Bongartz Building ca. 187W: A 3-story,
769 brick, deck-on-hip-roofItalianate commer

cial building with hoodmolds over the
windows, The storefront is a later re
modeling. J,H, Bongartz, an attorney, built
this as an investment,

770 JamesL. HanleyEducationalCenter1923,
1966-70:Hoppin & Field 1923 and Hark-
ness& Geddeswith The ArchitectsCollabo
rative of Cambridge1966-70, architects.A
complex of modern 2- and 3-story, brick-
and-concrete structures surrounding a
3-story Tudor Revivalstructurewith a sym
metrical facade,This complex housesboth
Classicaland CentralHigh School and was
thefirst "educationalpark" typeof campusin
thestate.This locationhasbeen thehomeof
Providence’shigh school since 1877, when
the new Central High School William R.
Walker, architectrose at thecorner of Sum
mer andPond Streets.ClassicalHigh School
Martin & Hail, architects followed here in
1898. Preliminary plans for a new Central
facility weredrawnup underthedirectionof
William 8. Hartwell, commissionerof public
buildings. These traditional educational
facilities-severalstorieshigh with all func
tions within one building - were super
seded in the 1960s by the presentplant, a
changein both educationalandarchitectural
approach.

870 Citizen’s Bank 1921: Clarke & Howe,
architects,A handsome,brick-faced,2-story
Georgian Revival structure with a trap
ezoidal plan to fit the site, pedimented
tetrastyleportico on thefacade,and a cross-
gable roof with cupola. Citizen’s Savings
Bank was establishedin 1871 and was first
located nearby at 846 WestminsterStreet,
This building stands on the site of the re
nowned Hoyle Tavern, built by Obadiah
Brown in 1739 and acquired by Joseph
Hoyle in 1783. The tavern remained in
active useuntil its demolition in 1890,

927 Perkins Land Company Building 1893: A
4-story brick commercial building with a
3-story, copper-cladbay window acrossthe
facadeon the upper stories,

1027- Charles H. Bassett Building ca, 187W: A
1039 3-story, brick commercial building with

paired copper-cladbay windows, cast-iron
hotels,anda cast-ironstorefront,The copper
clad bay windows were probably added
about 1892 when the Perkins Land Co.
acquired the building and renovated the
upperfloors for use as the West Side Club.

* CharlesDudley Houseca. 1856: A 2-story
1192 Italianate housewith a flat, bracketedroof

and fine bracketed portico. Dudley was a
partnerin thefirm of Hatwell and Dudley,a
wholesale dry-goods company with two
storesin the Arcade,

* PelegBossHouseca. 1826:A typical Provi
1208 denceFederalhouse,2½-storieshigh with a

3-bay facade,side-hall entrance,and a hip
roof with monitor; the handsomeoriginal
doorwaywith fanlight remains,but theoriel
above is a late 19th-centuryaddition, Boss
was a carpenter,and relatives of his built a
similar housenearbyat the sametime this
house was built see 1228 Westminster
Street.

JeremiahBossHoue 1825-26: A 3-story,
1228 flat roof housewith a Federalentrancewith

fanlight and sidelights framed by a rusti
catedsurround, This houseoriginally must
havecloselyresembledits neighborat 1208;
it was built by Boss, a carpenter,soon after
he bought the lot in 1825. He was living at
the site by 1826. Boss continued to occupy
this dwelling for the rest of his life, In the
I 850she remodeledthebuilding in thefash
ionable Italianate style, adding the third
story with wide eaves;he left the original
entrancetreatmentintact, Boss and his heirs
ownedthe houseuntil 1900.

* Edwin Boss House ca. 1870: A 3-story,
1236 3-bay-facadeItahianatehousewith a brack

eted flat roof and recessedentrance- with
transomlight and sidelights - flanked by
Ionic pilasters. Boss was a bookkeeper;his
family owned several housesnearby see
1208 and 1228 WestminsterStreet,

* Warren J. Slack House 1840: A Greek
1252 Revival cottage with paneled corner pu

asters;pedimentedwindow caps;a recessed,
pedimentedentry; and a pedimentedgable
roof set end to thestreet.This modestdwell
ing was built by a policeman.

* Silas B. Brown House 1863: A 3-story,
1388- hip-roof Italianate housewith a bracketed
1392 cornice and an elaboratebracketedportico;

thewindow abovethe porticohasan elabo
rate ogee hood, Built for an ambrotypist
working at 101 Westminster Street, this
house has been somewhat altered by an
additionon theeastsideandthe conversion
of the first floor to commercialuse,Thepres
ent storefront,designedby DennisAlbert, is
well done,

* Henry A. Kirby House1894: A 2½-story,
1411 L-plan, clapboard and patterned-shingle

QueenAnne double housewith a 2-story,
corner bay window and a high, patterned-
slate mansard roof with pedimented
dormers, Kirby - of Kirby, Mowry & Co. -
had a summerhousein Warwick.

* Richard Oscar Burgess House 1890:
1440 A 2’/2-story, clapboard-and-shingleQueen

Anne housewith a slate, cross-gableroof,
corner turret, and stained-glasswindows,
Burgesswas a travelingsalesman,

* Henry T. Molter House1888: A 2½-story,
1447 brick-and-slateQueenAnne housewith a

slatehip roof, pairedgabledormers, 3-story
corner tower, and entranceunder the roof
overhang.Molter wastheownerof theWhat
CheerBrewery on PottersAvenue.

* Commercial Building 1926: A I-story
1455 structurewith a granite, neo-classicalstore-
1461 front, applied Ionic columns,and a flat roof.

Such commercial buildings were increas
ingly common by the third decade of the
20th century - as automobiles became
common and popular - and major thor
oughfaresof the city beganto shift to such
small-scalecommercialuse, The first occu
pantsof thebuilding were Michael lanottis,
florist, at 1455 and a barbershopat 1461,

* FrederickBurgessHouse1857: A 3-story
1509 Italianate house with a projecting bay

window over the centralentrance,modillion
cornice,paired-bracketedeaves,and a low
hip roof, Burgesswas treasurerof the Har
rison Steam Mill,

* William Mills House 189W: A 2½-story,
1510 clapboard-and-shingleQueen Anne house

with a slatemansardroof and 2 pedimented
porches.Built by William Mills, who dealtin
dry goods, this houseis setbehinda granite-
and-iron fence,

* SamuelIrons House1855: A 3-bay-facade,
1536 21/2-storyBracketedhousewith a bracketed

andpedimentedgableroof, a bracketedpor
tico with side- and transom lights, two
round-archattic windows,and molded caps
over theother windows,SamuelIrons wasa
leatherdealer,

* Amos Fiske House1875: A 2½-story Sec
1570 ond Empire house with a patterned-slate

mansard roof, bracketed dormers, 2-story
bay window, and an elaborateportico with
side-andtransomlights. Fiske was a grocer.

1870 Churchof the Messiah1889-9W: Peabody
& Stearns Boston, architects, A small,
simple, stone, English-parish-type Gothic

241



churchwith a beilcoteon the front gableand
a buttressedentrancevestibule on theside,
This Episcopal parish was establishedin
1854 and first worshipedin thethen-vacant
Congregational Church nearby on Harris
Avenue.The following yeara woodenstruc
ture was built on this location. In 1890, it
was replaced by the present structure, a
memorial to Arthur Amory Gammell by his
mother,ElizabethAmory Gammeli,A fire in
1927 destroyed much of the church’s in
terior, andonly a few of theoriginal stained-
glass windows survive. The interior was
rebuilt after the 1927 fire, and the whole
building was refurbished in 1981,

WEYBOSSET STREET
The oldest thoroughfare traversingDown
town, WeybossetStreet was originally part
of the PequotTrail, a long route along the
coastusedby Indians long beforetheadvent
of the first white settlers, Its winding route
Downtown recalls the area’s original topo
graphical configuration, with a bluff at the
route’s easternend, now Turks Head,This
bluff on narrow Weybossetneck hindered
developmentwest of the ProvidenceRiver
during the early years of white settlement,
and the town was unable to afford its
removal. The leveling of the bluff beganin
1724, however, when ThomasStaples re
ceived permissionfrom the town to extract
theclay in thebluff for brickmaking; refuse
earthfrom theexcavationwasusedto fill the
marshyland aroundWeybossetNeck, The
streettakes its namefrom this neck of land,
knownto theIndiansas"Waubosset,"mean
ing "at thenarrowpassage"andreferring to
the crossingpoint or fording place in the
ProvidenceRiver betweenthe eastand west
sides, In the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries,various portions of the street -

particularly from Dorrance to Chestnut
Street- were known as Broad Street, but
since 1893 theentire length has been Wey
bosset Street,Until 1964, WeybossetStreet
curvednorthto rejoin WestminsterStreetin
front of the Cathedral of Saints Peter and
Paul, but thewesternportion was closedby
the city to create the Weybosset Hill Re
developmentProjectparcel. In 1978, as part
of the WestminsterCenterProject, the por
tion from Mathewson to DorranceStreet
was narrowed to a uniform width, creating
the park-like area on the street’s north side,

*7_ Turks HeadBuilding 1913. 1978: Howells
17 & Stokes New York, architects;Robinson

GreeneBeretta,architectsfor remodeling.A
17-story, V-plan, granite-and-buff-brick-
sheathedsteel-framestructureof "base-shaf
capital" form, with an arcaded base of
polished-granite Composite columns, a
high-relief sculptureof a Turk’s head in the
frieze abovethe3rd story, a heavymodillion
cornice,and other classicallyderiveddetail,
The roundedbase of the V. the building’s
principal front,dominatestheintersectionof
Westminster and Weybosset Streets, an
openspacewhich takesits name from this
building and is consideredthe heart of the
city’s financial district. Oneof themost site-
conscious buildings in the city, the Turks
Head owes an obviousdebt to slightly ear-

her New York examples,particularly D.H.
Burnham’sFlatiron Building of 1902, located
on the similarly shapedcorner of Broadway
andFifth Avenuein MadisonSquare.But at
4 storiesshorterand located on a corner less
acutethan the Flatiron’s, the Turks Headis
somewhatless dramatic, and its exterior is
much more chastethan Burnham’s almost
frilly design.Jacob Whitman, whose house
1750 stoodon this site, placeda ship’s fig
ureheadof a Turk on his frOnt porch and
gave the name "Turks Head" to this inter
section.This building replacedtheWhitman
Block 1850; it was erected by the Brown
Land Co, as an investmentfor membersof
the Brown family. It has continuously
housed brokerages, insurance firms, ad
vertising agencies,professionalofficesanda
bank, In 1978, it becameheadquartersof the
ColumbusNational Bank see 280 Atwells
Avenue; at that time, the building was
remodeled- most notablewas the loss of
the original decorative metalwork in the
windows of thearcadedbase- anda plaza
wascreatedat the rearof thebuilding on the
site of the BlackstoneBlock, demolishedfor
this redundantpark.

*10 Banigan Building, later GrosvenorBuild
ing, now AMICA Building 1896.1980-85;
Winslow & Wethereil Boston, architects;
Norcross Brothers Worcester, builders;
Edward0. Ekman,architectfor remodeling.
A 101/:-story, granite-sheathed,steel-frame
building filling a trapezoidallot, The 1st and
2nd storiesare rusticated, the upper stories
aresmooth,andtherearebold stringcourses
above the 2nd, 5th, and 9th stories; the
stoneworkis superblycut, matched,and set,
The flat roof, now cappedwith a service
penthouse,has a massive,modillioñ-and
dentil coppercornice.JosephBanigansee9
OrchardAvenuewasa founderof U.S. Rub
ber Co., but hequickly sold out andbeganto
invest in real estate,and this was his first
venture, AMICA. the Providence-based
insurancecompany,acquiredthebuilding in
1954 for useasits homeoffice; thecompany
carriedout a major rehabilitationin 1980-85,
modernizing utilities, adding air condi
tioning, installing a penthouseon thetop of
the building, and painting the previously
unfinished-looking and originally un
exposedsouthwestwall to match the color
of the stone,The BaniganBuilding was the
first tall, fireproof, steel-frame building
erected in Providence,The extremely fine
renderingof its detailing is typical of the
NorcrossBrothersfirm, then the best build
ers in the country.

24 Federal Building, later Custom House,
now John Fogarty Building 1855-57:
Ammi B, Young,architect, A granite, 3-story
Italianatebuilding with low hip roof, central
hemisphericaldome; 3-bay east and west
elevations, 7-bay north and south eleva
tions; arcaded1st story; pedimenled win
dows on 3rd story; quoined corners; and
wide modihlion cornice with dentil frieze,
The interior retainsits original organization
and detail, including the 3rd-floor court
room with apsidal niche and the cast-iron
staircaseand interior shutters,The dome,a
highly visible componentof this building,

was addedto the designafter construction
hadbegunandbearslittle relation to therest
of the building. Erected as the first Provi
dencefederal building, this structureunited
in one location previouslyscatteredfederal
offices, The Post Office, first establishedin
Providencein 1758, occupiedseveralbuild
ings around Market Square before moving
here. Providencewas set apart from New
port as a separatecustomsdistrict in 1 790,
andthe Customs Housewas located on the
east side of the ProvidenceRiver south of
Market Square.The federal districtcourtand
thepost office were removedto the Federal
Building see 25 Kennedy Plaza upon its
completionin 1908; the postoffice movedto
the FederalBuilding Annex in 1939 see 3
Exchange Terrace. The Customs Agency
continues to occupy the building, Ammi
Burnham Young was the Treasury Depart
ment’s first supervisingarchitect,serving in
that post from 1852 to 1862. He designed
government buildings all across the fast-
growing country, and it is not surprising -

given the volume of work and the rapidity
with which new work was undertaken-

that Young’s government buildings are
much akin - some nearly identical, His
ProvidenceFederal Building is one of his
best, an outstanding,monumentalexample
of the Italianatestyle in Providence,

36 EquitableBuilding 1872: Walker & Gould,
architects,A 4½-story, "Venetian Gothic,"
cast-iron-facedoffice building with a high
basementabovegrade.Squarein planwith a
truncatedcorner, the highly plastic "Vene
tian" articulation featuresengagedcolumns
and colonnettes framing the windows,
grouped in pairs and triads, and a heavy
modillion cornice, The interior has been
heavily altered, Founded in 1859, the
Equitable Fire and Mutual insuranceCom
pany operated from quarters in Market
Squareuntil completing this building, The
building still hasan insurancecompany as
its major occupant. It is one of the few
remaining cast-iron-facade buildings in
Providence,

42 Wilcox Building 1875, 1892, 1979: Edwin
L. Howland, architect; alterationsby Stone,
Carpenter& Willson 1892 and Al Mancino
1979. A 5½-story, polychromeHigh Vic
torian Gothic, stone-trimmed-brick,com
mercial building with an L-plan, it wraps
around the Equitable Building next door
q.v. and presentstwo separateanddistinct
elevations,one on Weybossetand one on
Custom House Street. Like the Equitable
Building, the Wilcox Building has a base
ment half a story belowgrade.The principal
arid asymmetrical facade on Weybosset
Street is divided vertically in half, the
westernportion projectedslightly to suggest
a tower-likeeffect; windows in eachfloor are
groupedin pairsor triads and linked by con
tinuousstringcourses,sills, and hotels, The
arcaded1st story has polished-granitecol
umns with historiated Ruskinian capitals.
The building’s title anddateare workedinto
window caps on the upper stories, At the
roofline of the western half a false gable
breakstheline of thecornice,which is heav
ily corbeled in theeasternhalf, The Custom
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House Streetelevation is symmetrical and ing hascontinuously functioned as a bank antecedentof RhodeislandCollege. Heavily
less elaborate,its glazed 1st story andbase
ment level are cast iron; above is a regular
6-bay elevation richly articulated in brick
andstone,Dutee Wilcox cameto Providence
as an impoverishedjeweler’s apprenticein
the 1850s; by the l870s, Wilcox owned his
own jewelry companyandhad erected"one
of themost magnificentand costly buildings
in Rhode Island," which he not surprisingly
chose to christen with his own name,
proudly carved in stone,This, his personal
monument to success,was used continu
ously as an office building until gutted by
fire in january 1975. It became a focus of
extraordinary downtown preservation
efforts,and throughthecooperationof vari
ous federal, state, and city agencies; the
interestof newly elected Mayor Vincent A.
Cianci, Jr.; and the commitment of the pri
vate sector, it was saved, restored,and put
back into use,

45- Hall’s Building 1876, 1981: A 5-story,
53 stone-trimmed,brick Victorian Gothicstruc

ture with a refurbishedstorefront - using
original cast-iron columns - regularly-
spaced segmental-archwindows, and a
corbel-and-bracketedcornice, Built by real
estatebroker William A, Hall, the building
hascontinuouslyhousedprofessionaloffices
since 1876, with retail enterprisesin the 1st
story and basement,Although less glam
ourous than neighboring contemporary
structures,Hall’s Building is handsome,par
ticularly following its recentfacelift,

48 Hank of North America 1856: Thomas
Tefft, architect,A 4-story,brownstone-faced
RenaissanceRevival brick building with an
early 20th-century 3-bay storefront; seg
mental-arch-pedimentwindows on the 2nd
story, pedimentedwindowson the3rd story,
and simple trabeatedwindows on the 4th
story; quoinedcorners;andheavy modillion
cornice, The interior has been heavily al
tered, Foundedin 1823, the Bank of North
America usedthis building from thetime of
its construction until the corporation was
absorbedinto the Union Trust Co. see 62
DorranceStreet in 1904. Soon afterwards,
this building was remodeledfor retail use,
and the present street-levelstorefront was
constructed,Weiss Stationeryhasoccupied
thebuilding for many years.One of the two
remaining brownstone commercial struc
turesdowntownsee20 WestminsterStreet,
this is one of thefew surviving buildingsby
Providence’s prominent mid-l9th-century
architect,ThomasA. Tefft, Although altered,
it still evokes Tefft’s sumptuous,yet sober
handling of the Renaissancepalazzo mode,

*54 Old Colony BankBuilding 1927: Thomas
56 N, JamesCo., architects.An Il-story, neo

Federal, brick-sheathed,steel-frame struc
ture with a 3-bay facade; 2-story, recessed-
entrance,Corinthian-columnportico across
the facade;stonestringcourseabovethe 9th
story; and modillion cornice, The interior
retainsits original marble-sheathedentrance
hail with brassand bronzetrim and lattice-
like tile floor, Built for Old ColonyCoopera
tive Bank which merged with Newport
National Bank in the late 1960s,the build-

since its completion.The characterandscale
of thehistorical architecturalmotifsincorpo
rated into thebuilding’s design are hereless
well handled than in other contemporary
and similar buildings and point up an aes
thetic anomaly:the functionaldemandsof a
bank’s homeoffice often requirea multiple-
story structure- a moderndevelopment-
but thenatureof thebusinesssuggestsuseof
a traditional decorativevocabulary.

65 Arcade 1828: See 130 WestminsterStreet,

75 Atlantic Bank Building ca. 1866: This
diminutive and most unusual,3-story brick
office building, only 3-bayswide, hasan or
nate "Elizabethan style" pudding-stone
facadewith round-arch windows on each
story, corbel stringcoursesbetween each
story, and an ornatebracketedcornicesur
mountedby bulbousurns,This building was
erectedto housetheAtlantic Bank,The bank
reorganizedandmovedto largerquartersin
theBaniganBuilding in 1906 it ceasedoper
ation in 1913. In the 20th century, this
building housed offices, a photography
studio, and - until 1976 - the Rhode
island Bible Society. it was remodeledfor
law offices in 1977-78JamesEstes,archi
tect. The Atlantic Bank Building recallsthe
long history of this areaas a financial and
commercial center, The delicate surface
decorationof this small structureprovidesa
fine contrastto Bucklin & Warren’s power
fully composedArcadenext door,

100 ProvidenceGas Company Building 1924:
Clarke & Howe, architects,A 5-story, brick-
faced, steel-framestructure with Colonial
Revival detail, including an ogee gable on
the WeybossetStreetfront. Clarke& Howe,
like many of their contemporarycolleagues,
looked to Providence’s most distinctive
18th-century building for inspiration: the
Gas CompanyBuilding is an inflated version
of the JosephBrown House see 50 South
Main Street, renderedlike the original in
red brick with white woodwork, Somehow,
this overblowndomesticityworkswell as an
office building downtown,The Providence
Gas Companyincorporatedin 1847 and be
gan production of coal gas for illumination
the following yearfrom a plant at thecorner
of Benefit andPike Streets;in 1856, thecom
pany moved to new quarters on Market
Square, a building designed by Thomas
Tefft. In 1870, the companymovedits pro
duction to a plant at 80 GlobeStreetq.v. on
the westsideof theProvidenceRiver; addi
tional facilities wereadded on PublicStreet
in 1877, but theseno longer survive,

*152 Second Universalist Church 1847-49:
Thomas Tefft, architect, A 3½-story Lom
bard Romanesquestructurewith end-gable
roof; mid-2Oth-centurystorefronts; infillled
2nd-story windows, round-arch windows
with voussoirsandconnectingimpostblocks
on 3rd story; centeredround-arch window
with tracery flankedby lunettewindowsbe
low the datestonein theattic; simplecorbel
cornice, Built as the Second Universalist
Church, thebuilding housedthefirst private
normal school in Providenceby 1852, the

alteredand convertedto commercialuse in
thelate 19th century,this structureis signifi
cant as a reminderof thegenerallyresiden
tial natureof this part of Downtown Provi
dencebefore the Civil War,

168 Outlet Company1891, 1894, 1903, 1913-14
176 1921: Thornton & Thornton 1903 and

Angell & Swift 1913-14,1921,architects,A
5-story, steel-framestructuresheathedwith
buff brick and terra cotta, Like Shepard’s
see259 WestminsterStreet,theOutlet rose
in stages,and the building’s facadethereby
hasthree distinct portions. These portions
share, however, the common elements of
plate-glassdisplay windows on theground
level, a heavy stringcourseabove the 2nd
story, and grouped windows on the upper
storiesbelow a heavybracketedcornice,The
Outlet’sexterioris heavily influencedby the
Chicagoschool of commercialarchitecture,
but heretemperedwith classicalvocabulary
used so extensively in Providencearound
the turn of the century. Established by
brothersLeon1869-1929andJosephSam
uels1868-1939 in 1891 in the newly con
structedHodges Building which remainsas
the central part of the building, the Outlet
quickly took its placeon the Providencere
tail scene,expandingto competewith Shep
ard’s as a full-service department store,
stocking furniture, housewares,clothing,
books, cosmetics,and comestibles, By the
1920s, the store occupiedthe entire block
bounded by Weybosset,Eddy, Pine, and
Page Streets; more significantly, the store
had - like Shepard’s- acquired a radio
station, WJAR. in the l960s, the Outlet Co.
began a campaign of expansion,acquiring
both storesandradio andtelevisionstations
acrossthe country. In 1981, the Outlet Co,
sold this and other retail outlets to United
DepartmentStores, which closedthis store
in 1982.

171_ FletcherBuilding ca. 1893, 1903: George
175 WatermanCady,architect; Clarke & Howe,

architectsfor remodeling. A 5-story, brick-
facedbuilding with mid-2Oth-centurystore
fronts.Like many turn-of-the-centuryProvi
dence commercial buildings, the Fletcher
Building is articulated with a pier-and-
recessed-spandrelsystemon the upperstor
ies, and Chicago windows illuminate the
interior, The Fletcher Building, an office
structure,was remodeledin 1903 with the
addition of thetop threestories.

179 StephenWaterman House 1823 et seq.:
189 John Holden Greene,architect, A masonry

building with a 2-story centralsection with
I-story additions;all portionshave flat roofs
and 20th-centurystorefronts; the 2nd story
hasa 5-bayfacadeand4-bayside elevations.
Designed and built as a 3-story Federal
dwelling for prominent merchantStephen
Waterman by Providence’spremier early
19th-centuryarchitect-builder,John Holden
Greene,thestructurewas usedasa dwelling
until Mrs. Waterman’sdeathin 1881, It was
then converted to commercial use, and I
story shopswere addedalongthe front and
sides, In the 20th century, the ground floor
was guttedand the3rd floor removed;some
of the original featuresremain on the 2nd
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story. This was onceone of themostImpos- stone front; the 4-bay facadehasa restored Including restorationof the Ruskinlanpoly
ing early 19th-centurydwellingsdowntown,
surpassed only by Greene’s long-gone
Hoppin Houseon WestminsterStreet,

998- Providence Athletic Association, later
204 Crown Hotel, now McNulty Hall, Johnson

& WalesCollege1894,1901:Gould, Angell
& Swift, architects, A 7-story, brick-faced
building with a 1980 storefront a simula
crum of theoriginal; a wide bay is centered
on the facade,and tall bay windows alter
nate with sashwindows on the side eleva
tion, A heavy modillion cornice caps the
building. Built as a clubhouse,the building
was convertedto hotel use after the short-
lived ProvidenceAthletic Associationwent
bankrupt;the top two storieswereadded at
this time, While the building remainedin
useasa hotel into the 1950s,it sufferedgrad
ual deteriorationand was bought andreha
bilitated for dormitory use by Johnson &
Wales,It wasrededicatedin 1981 in honorof
a dean of the college.

999- BenjaminDyer Block ca. 1820, 1882: John
219 HoldenGreene,architect,A3½-story,stone-

trimmed,brick structurewith a mansardroof
on theeasternhalf and monitor-on-hiproof
on western half, 19th- and 20th-century
storefronts; regularly spaced sash with
brownstone surrounds on 2nd- and 3rd-
story windows,with 2 bay windowson east
ern half; and a modillion cornice, Built for
his four daughtersby Dr. Benjamin Dyer,a
principal in themercantilefirm B, & C. Dyer
& Co., this handsome,200-foot-long, Fed
eral row has an 18-bay facadecomprising
four attachedrow housesof four and five
bays each. Each of the four entranceswas
recessedand set under a brownstonearch,
Paneledbalustradesrose at theedgesof the
hip roof and themonitor, By 1882 the block
hasdevolved to Thomasj, Steadand Salma
Manton, sons-in-law of Benjamin Dyer.
About this time the easternhalf, belonging
to Stead, was remodeledwith its present
French detailing. The 1st story has been
continuously remodeled to accommodate
commercialenterprises.Originally similar in
scaleand architecturalquality to thenearby
Waterman House see 179-189 Weybosset
Street, the Dyer Block, though heavily al
tered, has undergoneless reworking and
remainsthe more readily identifiable rem
nant of thelate 18th-and early19th-century
residentialneighborhoodovertakenby com
mercial development.

* WeybossetStreet Comfort Station 1913:
near Martin & Hall, architects.A 1-story, cast-
219 iron masonrybuilding with two entrances;

ornatecast-irontrim with brick and granite
used as secondaryornamental sheathing.
Built as a comfort station, the building de
terioratedover the yearsand has been long
unusedin recentyears.Originally locatedon
a traffic island in themiddle of thestreet,this
small structureis now part of a pedestrian
area created in 1978 Malcom Grear De
signers. Efforts to secureits rehabilitation
have thus far been unsuccessful,

214- Bush Co. Building 1873: A 4-story late
216 Italianatemasonrystructure with a brown-

storefront: trabeated,segmental-arch,and
round-archwindows on 2nd, 3rd, and 4th
stories respectively; stringcoursesbetween
stories; anda heavy bracketedcornice, Built
to housetheCharlesS. Bush Co. purveyors
of drugs,dyestuffs,and- later - electrical
supplies, the building was used for retail
sales and - increasingly less - as office
space.The building was vacatedfollowing a
fire in the first floor restaurantin February
1977; it underwentsympatheticrehabilita
tion in 1980,

228 Loew’s, now the ProvidencePerforming
Arts Center1928:Rapp& RappChicago,
architects, A 4-story, brick-and-terra-cotta-
sheathed,steel-framestructure with an ir
regular 6-bay facade with fluted pilaster
strips,, molded panels, and parapet with
Plateresquedetailing- theoriginal prismatic
marqueeis somewhatmodified. The interior
is impressiveand elaborate,with an arcaded
2-story main lobby and a large, 3200-seat
auditoriumdeckedout in elaboratebaroque
plasterwork with gilded trim and a domed
ceiling. The Loew’s State functionedcontin
uously as a theatreafter its construction,in
its early yearsprimarily asa motion-picture
theatrewithmusicby"MauriceattheOrgan."
The theatrewas renovatedby BA, Dario in
1975, but declining profitability threatened
its demolition in 1977. The building was
finally purchasedby a consortium of local
businesses,with city and stateencourage
ment andfinancialassistance,andopenedas
the OceanState PerformingArts Center in
October 1978; it achieved almost instant
success,One of the last major downtown
buildings constructedduring Providence’s
"century of progress,"the ProvidencePer
forming Arts Centercontinuesto serve asa
major, regional cultural center.

‘267- CanonicusHotel, later Abbott Park Hotel
271 1902: A 7-storybrick building with a trun

catedcorner, regularly spacedChicagowin
dows on the upper stories, heavy string-
coursesbetweenstories, and a wide brack
etedcornice,Built astheCanonicusHotel for
FrancisSalmon,thehotel went throughnine
namechangesbefore becomingthe Abbott
Park Hotel in 1941, a nameit retaineduntil
its closing in 1980, its Aviation Room -

so-calledfor the muralsof World War II air
craft - was a popularnight spot duringthe
warand into the1950s. At its closing, its few
tenantswere full-time residents,

270 Richmond Building 1876, 1979: James
Estes,architect for rehabilitation, A 4-story,
brick-and-stone High Victorian Gothic
building with a truncatednorthwestcorner,
The handsomeearly20th-centurystorefront
is largely intact, Stringcoursesdivide the
upper stories,andan aedicularGothicniche
at the east end of the 2nd story framesthe
nameof thebuilding and once emphasized
the entranceto theupper floors, Built as an
investment for F,H. Peckham,a surgeon
who lived at 59 Snow Street,the Richmond
Building was usedfor many yearsfor offices
and small retail enterprises;a music store
occupiedthegroundfloor for many years.In
the late 1970s it underwentrehabilitation,

chromemasonryfacade.Similar to andper
hapsinspiredby theWilcox Building of 1875
see 42 Weybosset Street, the Richmond
Building is an upperWeybossetStreetland
mark.

‘274 SummerfieldBuilding 1913: Albert Hark-
ness, architect, A 6-story, reinforced-con
crete building with glass curtain wails of
Chicago-type windows and narrow terra
cotta piers and spandrels;theelaboratecor
nice haswide eaves,an egg-anddart frieze,
and a decorativecentralcartouche,Built by
the Harknessfamily as an investment, this
building takes its name from the Boston-
basedSummerfieldFurniture Co., a long
time tenant,The building houseda number
of smaller concernsbefore conversionto of
fices and classroomsfor Johnson& Wales
College.Undoubtedlyoneof themosthand
someearly 20th-centurybuildingsin Down
town Providence,theSummerfieldBuilding
is noteworthy for its bold, simple lines, its
useof expansiveareasof glass,its handsome
terra cotta sheathing,and its simplified de
tailing evocative of Renaissancepatazzi.
Directly eastof Abbot Park,it formsan effec
tive frame for theoldest park in the city,

‘300 BeneficentCongregationalChurch, com
monly known as "Round Top Church"
1809, 1836: Barnard Eddy andJohn New
man, architect-builders; James Bucklin,
architectof 1836 alterations.The exteriorof
this brick, Federal churchstands as trans
formed in the GreekRevival style in 1836.
The building hasa low, end-gableroof be
low a large, gilded dome with an equally
over-scalelantern derivedfrom theChoragic
Monument of Lysicrates in Athens, The 5-
bay facadehas a pedimentedcentralGreek
Doric tetrastyleentranceporticoandsplayed,
Egyptoid door and window surrounds,The
simple boxedcorniceis a continuationof the
coronaof theentranceportico,The interior is
largely original,with somealterationsdating
from 1836, A churchwasestablishedon this
site in 1746 whena group of dissidentsfrom
the First CongregationalSociety see 300
Benefit Street establishedthe New Light
Meeting Houseunder the leadershipof the
ReverendJosephSnow, Jr. The membersof
this congregationwere largely responsible
for the real estatedevelopmentof the west
side of theProvidenceRiver in the18th cen
tury. This building is a key Providence
landmark, its gold domea hallmark on the
low-rise skyline of this part of downtown-

a role befitting the institution that initiated
permanentsettlementof this part of thecity
see Abbott Park, Abbott Park Place,

WHITMARSH STREET

24 Myron H. Fuller House ca. 1883: A 2½-
story, cross-gable-roof,QueenAnne dwell
ing with an elaborate,circular, conical-roof,
turned-postporch. Fuller was a partnerin
the button firm Royce, Allen & Co. and in
F.A. Chase & Co., manufacturersof ring
travelers, belt hooks, wire goods,andwood
rim pulleys.

*27 Edwin B. Whitmarsh Houseca. 1856: A
symmetrical,3-story, 5-bay-facade.palazzo
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type Italianatedwelling; the walls are now
asbestosclad, Built during the early subur
bandevelopmentof thesouthside,it is nota
ble asone of theearliesthousesin Elmwood
and the first on Whitmarsh Street, which
takes its name from the first owner of this
house,Whitmarsh was a principal in Whit-
marsh& Co., painters.

31- JamesB. Law Houseca. 1888:A 2½-story,
33 cross-gable-roofdwelling with bracketed,

turned-postporchesand shingle gablesand
window hoods, Law was treasurerof the
JamesHill Mfg. Co., a galvanizingand tin
ning firm located on Sprague,Fuller, and
Westfield Streets.

‘32 Charles E. Hancock House ca. 1886: A
deep, 2½-story, cross-gable-roof Queen
Anne dwelling with an elaborateentrance
porchnow bereft of itscrestingand 2-story
bay window on the facadeand pargeted,
floral-pattern gable ornament, Hancock, a
partnerwith Georgeand H. Becker in Han
cock, Becker & Co., jewelry manufacturers,
had movedto 239 AdelaideAvenueq.v. by
1893.

‘36 Anthonyj. RauschHouse ca. 1890: This
2’/a-story, hip-roof Queen Anne/Colonial
Revival dwellinghasa sideentrancefronted
by a turned-postporch.The stairhail is illu
minatedby a large, expansivelyglazed,2-
story, octagonalbaywindow at thecornerof
the facade,Rauschwas a confectionerand
catereron WestminsterStreet.

‘37 Frank H. Swift Houseca. 1901: Angeil &
Swift, architects, A large and handsome,
end-gambrel-roofColonialRevival dwelling
for a principal in thearchitecturalfirm Angell
& Swift. The 2-story gambrelroof with wide
eaves and prominent, turret-like dormers
was a hallmark on this firm’s work at the
turn of the century.

41 Alfred M. Williams Houseca. 1889:A 2½-
story cross-gable-hip-roofQueen Anne/
Colonial Revival dwelling with an Ionic-
column entranceporch,angledbay window
on thecorner,and fish-scaleshingleson the
2nd story. Williams was editorof the Provi
denceDaily Journal.

‘52- Arthur L. PeckHouseca. 1896: A remark-
54 able, asymmetrical, 2½-story, flank-gable-

roof Queen Anne double housewith- an
orange-brick 1st story and shingled upper
stories and a large, asymmetrical central
gable. The building has a well-conceived
facade with a gable-roof entrance porch
below a hip-roof bay window on one side
andahip-roof entranceporchbelow a gable-
roof bay window on the other side, Peck
was a partnerin Benjamin W. Peck & Son,
painters.

‘58 Walter Gardiner House ca. 1888: A 2½-
story, flank-gable-roof, Queen Anne/Co
lonial Revival dwelling with a low, ample,
semi-octagonalcornerporch at one endand
a tall, narrow, octagonalcorner tower at the
other, Gardiner was a partner in Dutee
Wilcox Co., manufacturingjewelers,

‘60 Herbert D. NickersonHouse ca. 1890: A

broad-fronted, 2½-story, cross-gable roof,
clapboard-and-shingleQueen Anne dwel
ling with an ample, wrap-around,paired
Ionic-column porch. Nickerson and Arthur
Knowles operatedthe Nickerson & Co. 5-
centstoreon WestminsterStreetdowntown,

‘64 Arthur E. Lloyd Houseca. 1901: A large,
2½-story, shingle dwelling with a wide
front porch and centralbay window, Lloyd
was foreman at the Mechanical Fabric Co.
when he built this house; by 1920, he had
risen to generalmanager and treasurerof
the company.

‘86 The WhitmarshApartments1913: Frank
W. Wood, architect, This Tudoresque,3-
story, brick-and-stuccoapartmenthouse,its
U-plan enclosing a broad, shallow court,
was one of the earliest built in the city and
the first in Elmwood. Wood, the architect,
specializedin apartmenthousedesign; his
work includestheMinden at 123 Waterman
q.v., completed the previous year. The
Whitmarsh’s original owner, Manuel F.
Williams, was a jewelry manufacturer,

WICKENDEN STREET

‘207 Churchof Our Lady of theRosaryRectory
1889: A SecondEmpirecottagewith a high
mansardroof, pedimenteddormers, a bay
window at the northwest corner, and a
paired-bracketcornice, A partially glazed
front porch runsacrossmostof the1st story.
Built for the pastorof the growing Portu
gueseparish in Fox Point, this cottagefirst
housedtheReverendAntonio Serpasee21
TraverseStreet,

‘285 Mrs. William Duff HouseCa.1848:A stan
dard, 2½-story, pedimented-end-gable,3-
bay-facade Greek Revival house. Now
shingle, it wasprobablyclad with clapboards
originally. Mrs. Duff was the widow of a
mariner.

‘325- Isaac Peck House ca. 1798: A 2½-story
329 Federaldouble housewith a later mansard

roof and a modillion cornice,The east unit
has a 4-bay facade; the west unit, a 5-bay
facade. Both entrances have pedimented
doorways with semicircular fanlights. The
easternentranceis flankedby Doric pilasters;
the western,by Ionic pilasters.Peck was a
teamster;he later lived at 120 TransitStreet
q.v.,

‘334 Charles Horton House ca. 1831: A 2½-
story Federalhousewith a 4-bayfacade,and
entrancewith elliptical fanlight, sidelights,
and rusticated surround. Horton was a
drayman.

‘354- Benjamin LaphamHouse1876: A 3-story
356 Italianate double house with a low hip

roof and modillion cornice. The 6-bay
facade has paired center entrancesunder
bracketed hoods supported on scrolled
consoles, Lapham, a lawyer with offices
on Weybosset Street, built this as an in
vestmentproperty; he lived at 167 Power
Streetq.v..

[5361 Site of George M. Cohan Birthplace:
Cohan- the well-known playwright, com
poser, actor,and showman- was born in

the mid-l9th-century househere in 1878.
The Town Criers of Providenceaffixed a
smallplaqueto thehousenoting it asCohan’s
birthplace in 1942, three months before
Cohan’s death. Although plans were dis
cussedin the late 1950s to make this a mu
seum, the building was demolishedsoon
afterward.

955 Fox Point ElementarySchool 1954: Cull
& Robinson, architects.A large, rambling,
flat-roof school building arrangedloosely
around a courtyard separatingthe i-story
classroomwings from thehigherauditorium
on thesouth.Clad in red andbuff brick, it is
trimmedwith granite;classroomsarelit with
glass-blockwalls.This is oneof severalsimi
lar elementaryschoolsbuilt around thecity
in the i950s and 1960s,

WILD STREET
‘81 SteereWorstedMill 1884: A long, 3-story,

flt-roof, brick, textile mill with a projecting
centraltower with a peakedroof ornamented

tt- 0, with cresting. Foundedby Henry J. Steere,
Z-° co-founder of the Wanskuck Co. at 725

Branch Avenue q.v., the Steeremill was
affiliatedwith theWanskuckCo. It produced
its first shipmentof worstedyarn in 1884.
By 1930, themill employednearly400 work
ers, Suffering many of the problems of
Rhode Island textile companies,the Steere
Mill closedin the1950swhenthe Wanskuck
Co. sold off its textile mills.

WILLARD AVENUE

140 Houseca. 1850:A standard,2½-story,ped
imented-end-gable-roof,3-bay-facadeCreek
Revival house, This dwelling was moved
here in 1889 from an unknownlocation, In
theearly 20th century,it was abuttedby the
small synagogueof the Linnath Hazedek
Congregation,which still standsadjacent.At
this time, Willard Avenuewasthecenterof a
large Jewish community with four syna
gogues.The Linnath Hazedekbuilding, no
longer used,is the only one extant.

344 Peleg W. CardinerHouse II ca. 1835: A
2½-story, end-gable-roof house with a
hooded entrancewith sidelights and tran
som light and a side door with a transom
light. Moved herebetween1857 and 1875,
this servedthedemandfor cheaphousing in
thegrowing Irish communityof "Dogtown."
Gardiner,a cotton merchant,owneda num
ber of rentalpropertiesin South Providence
and may well have moved these early
housesherefrom downtownsitesbeginning
in the 1860s, when commercial develop
mentdisplacedwhat had beena residential
neighborhood.

348 Peleg W. Gardiner House I ca. 1815: A
2½-story, 5-bay-facade, center-chimney
Federal housewith quoined corners, pen
dant cornice, and splayed window lintels,
This well-detailed househas a remodeled
entrancewith an italianatehood, Gardiner
moved this househere between 1857 and
i875 whenimmigrantIrish beganto settlein
the areasee 344 Willard Avenue.

WILLIAMS STREET
‘66 EdwardCarringtonHouse1810, 1812:Set
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on a brownstoneterrace and fronted by a ‘91 Cromwell Barney House 1800: A 2½- roof, bracketedcornice, and a bracketed
handsomefence, this ample, 3-story brick
Federalhousehasa 5-bay facadeand a low
hip roof with a balustradeand modilllion
cornice, This magnificentbuilding is one of
thecity’s architecturalmonuments,An elab
orately trimmed, 3-bay-wide, 2-story en
trance porch dominatesthe facade: its 1st
story is done in theCorinthianorderand the
second, in the Doric order,John Corliss see
201 South Main Street built the original,
2-story portion of this house in 1810. Ed
ward Carrington, one of the great Provi
dencemerchantsand American consul in
China from 1808 to 1811, purchasedthe
housewhen he returned to Providencein
1811 to marry Lorania Hoppin. Carrington
immediately added the third story, the 2-
story entranceporch, and the small brick
wing at thenortheastcorner of thehouseto
serveas his office, The houseremainedin
theCarrington family for threegenerations,
andtheextensivemewsopeningontoPower
Streetbehind the main housewas addedin
the mid-l9th century. In 1936, Margarethe
Dwight, a descendantof Carrington, gave
thehouseandmanyof its furnishings to the
Museum of Art, RhodeIsland Schoolof De
sign as a museum to show the influenceof
the China trade in New England. Since
1961, it hasbeen a private residence;beauti
fully maintainedin superb condition, it re
mains a city showplace.

‘77- EdwardCarrington-SirJamesCoatsHouse
79 1816,ca. 1975:A brick, 3-storyFederaldou

ble housewith a 6-bay facade,pairedcenter
entrances with elliptical fanlights, brick
modillion cornice, low hip roof, and exten
sive additions on the west side,at the rear,
and abovethe original roofline, Carrington,
who lived acrossthestreet,built this as an
investment property. Coats, a native of
Paisley, Scotland, came from a cloth-
producingfamily. His father,Sir PeterCoats,
had long experimentedwith the perfection
of cotton thread and founded the thread
industry in Scotland,Becauseof high Ameri
can import tariffs, thefamily establishedthe
J. & P. Coats Thread Co. in Pawtucketin
1869, Coatsacquiredthis houseshortly after
and probablybuilt thelargeaddition across
the rear in the mid-1870s;he later movedto
a new houseat 13 Brown Street,q.v..

‘86- Cyrus Fisher House 1826: A 2½-story
88 Federalhousewith a 5-bay facadeand cen

ter entrancewith sidelights and a console
entablature,The Fisher House was moved
here from 34 Benevolent Street in 1949
when Brown University clearedland for the
constructionof Wriston Quadrangleq.v..

‘87 Samuel Carlile House 1800: A 2/2-story,
brick Federalhousewith a 5-bayfacade,The
pedirnenteddoorway with a leaded,semi
circular fanlight and Ionic pilasters came
from the Christopher Rhodes House in
Pawtuxetand was installed in the mid-2Oth
centuryto replacea GreekRevivaldoorway
installed in the mid-I9th century.Carlile, a
ship joiner, built this houseon land leased
from Pelegand RebekahWilliams see312
South Main Street, descendantsof Roger
Williams, for whom the streetwas named.

story, brick Federal housewith a gambrel
roof andS-bayfacade,The pedimenteddoor
way has a semicircular fanlight and Ionic
pilasters. Like other early residents of
Williams Street, Barney, a blacksmith,built
his house on land leased from Peleg and
RebekahWilliams for twenty yearsat $25 a
year.

‘92 CalebRoffeeHouse1824:A 2½-story,late
Federalhousewith a 5-bayfacade,Thecen
tral entrance has sidelights and a console
entablature, Roffee was a painter and
glazier.

‘97 West Pope House 1801: A brick, 3-story
Federalhousewith a monitor-on-hip roof,
mutule-block-and-fretcornice, belt courses
betweenthestories,anda slightly projecting
center entrancepavilion. The 5-bay facade
has a centerentranceundera GreekRevival
Doric porticoaddedin themid-I9th century.
Like 87 and 91 Williams Street q.v., this
house was built on Land leasedfrom Peleg
and RebekahWilliams, Pope was a mason;
he workedwith John 1-loldenGreeneon the
Sullivan Dorr Housesee109 Benefit Street
and probablybuilt this househiniselt

‘101- JohnHopkins ClarkeHouseca.1851:A 3-
103 story ltalianatedoublehousewith a low hip

roof, modillion-and-dentil cornice, and 6-
bay facade,The pairedcenterentrancesare
under a single, broad,pedimentedconsole-
supportedhood with invertedscrolls flank
ing the steps.Windows arepedimentedon
the1st story, trabeatedon the2nd story, and
segmental-arch-headon the 3rd story.
Clarke 1789-1870was a businessmanand
manufacturerinvolved in cotton production
at the GrantMill see299 CarpenterStreet.
He served in the United States Senate
1847-53.

‘113 William Coleman House 1849: A stan
dard, 2½-story,pedimented-end-gable-roof,
3-bay-facadeGreekRevival housewith an
Ionic portico and bracketed cornice.
Colemanwas a block maker.In the I 850she
movedto 143 Williams Streetq.v..

‘114 Dailey-Clarke House 1844, ca. 1885: An
extensivelyremodeled,1½-story,cruciform-
plan Gothic Revival cottage with a steep
cross-gableroof, Dailey was a mariner, By
1871, William F. Clarke owned the house,
and it passedto John Clarkein 1873. Clarke
was a carpenterand may,well have been
responsiblefor the QueenAnne alterations
to this housein the mid-1880s: the house
was enlarged,a turned-postporch replaced
the original Gothic entrance, the pierced
bargeboardswere removed, and a large
monitor with stained-glasswindows was
addedatop the roof,

‘129 Uriah Baker House1844: A standard,2½-
story, pedimented-end-gable-roof,3-bay-
facadeGreek Revival house with a rather
naively handledDoric portico. Baker owned
a grocery storeon SouthWater Street.

‘141 StephenA. ColemanHouse1854: A 2h/a

story, L-plan, ltalianate housewith a hip

entranceporch set in the angle of the 1."
Coleman worked for this father’s block-
makingcompany.

‘143 William ColemanHouse1858: A 2-story,
L-plan, ltalianatehousewith a low hip roof,
cornerquoins,andpaire4windows,A small
entranceporch is set in the angle of the L,
Coleman moved here from 113 Williams
Street q.v.. The Coleman Co. manufac
tured blocks usedon ships.

‘165 ElizabethH. Colwell House1864,19821:A
cruciform-plan,GothicRevival cottagewith
single and paired windows under hood-
molds,This is oneof thefew Gothiccottages
in Providence.It was movedto this location
from 61 CharlesField Streetby Brown Uni
versityin 1982, at which time thehandsome,
original trelliswork entranceporch was re
moved.The move,which includedfive other
houseson Charles Field between Thayer
and Brook Streets,allowed Brown Univer
sity to clear a site for eventual expansion
withoutdemolishingbuildingsof somearchi
tectural andhistorical interest.

‘181 Thomas GreeneHouse 1846: A Gothic-
Revival cottage with a steepgable roof set
endto thestreet,piercedbargeboardsat the
peak of the gable, 3-bay facade, and off-
centerentrancewith a hood on brackets,The
2-story, flat-roof portion on the east is an
addition, Greene was a carpenter.

‘209 Dow-HobartHouse,commonly known as
the GaspeeHouse1850, 1889: A fine and
unusualGreek Revival double house 2½-
stories high with a pedimentedcentralpro
jecting pavilion with a Doric porch for the
paired entrances,A large elI on the east is a
portion of the Sabin Tavern, formerly on
South Main Street,in which theburning of
the British sloop-of-warGaspeewas planned
on 9 june 1772. The tavernwas threatened
with demolition in 1889 when Mr. and Mrs.
William R. Talbot, who then lived in the
Dow-Hobart House, acquiredthe building
and had this portion moved here and
attachedto their home, Mrs. Talbot was a
founderof theaptly namedGaspeeChapter
of the Daughtersof the American Revolu
tion, and the CaspeeRoom was the site of
this chapter’sorganization and early meet
ings, After Mrs. Talbot’sdeath, thebuilding
was purchasedby the D.A.R. In 1975, the
DAn. deededthe building to the Rhode
Island Historical Society. Dow and Hobart,
who built the 1850 portion of thehouse,had
a sail-making business on South Water
Street,

‘229 Henry ChildsHouse1872:A 2½-storylate
ltalianatehousewith a gableroof setendto
thestreet,modillion cornice,2-storybaywin
dow, and recessed entrance with heavy
bracketedhood, Childs, principal in thecon
tracting firm Carpenter& Childs, built this
as an investmentsee68 PitmanStreet.

‘243 Hugh Morrison House 1840: A simple
Greek Revival cottage with gable roof set
end to the street, paneledcorner pilasters,
5-bay facadeon the west with a central
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WYNDHAM AVENUEentrancewith a paneledandfrettedenframe
ment, Morrison was a mariner,

282 Josiah Walsham Houseca. 1885: A cross-
gable-roof QueenAnne cottagewith center
entranceflanked by bay windowsanddeco
rative wood paneling. Walsham, a jewelry
manufacturerwho lived on Power Street,
built this as an investment,

WILLOW STREET
‘99 Willow Street ElementarySchool 1875:

EL, Angell, architect, A 2-story, brick pri
mary school with polychrome radiating
voussoirs,projecting entrancepavilions at
eachend, and a high mansardroof, This is
one of elevenprimary schoolserecteddur
ing the city’s extensive school-building
campaignof the 1870s.

121 House ca. 1845: A fine, 5-bay-facade,
Greek Revival cottage with pilastered
corners, full entablature,and pedimented
gables.This housewas movedherebetween
1882 and 1895.

WILSON STREET

15- Robert B. Little Houseca. 1880: A large,
17 symmetrical,mansard-roof,4-family house

with a recessed, arcaded, double porch
flanked by bay widows, Little was a coal
dealer.

WINCHESTER STREET
‘64- WanskuckCo. Mill Houseca. 1790 [7] et

66 seq.: A long, 2½-story,gambrel-roofstruc
ture with irregularlyspacedfenestrationand
threeinterior chimneys.Nothing is known
of the origin of this building, probably
moved here during the 1860s to serve as
workers’ housing for the WanskuckCo. see
725 Branch Avenue.

‘15- WanskuckCo. Mill Housesca. 1870: Ten
97, 5-bay-facade,center-hall-plan, late Greek

‘114- Revival, 2-family cottages with 2 interior
121 chimneys.Thesemodestdwellingswith 2nd-

story frieze windows were built to house
WanskuckCo. employeessee 725 Branch
Avenue.

‘21- Wanskuck Co. Mill Houses 1864: Two
28 rows of four granite-trimmed-brick,cross-

gable-roof,doublecottageswith pairedcen
ter entranceswith sidelightsand wide brick
piers betweenthe, windows. Four of these
face Winchester Street; four, Vicksburg
Street.Uniquein thecity, thesearesimilar to
those erected contemporaneouslyat the
Lonsdale Co. wool-manufacturingmill vil
lages of Berkeley and Ashton in Cumber
land. See725 Branch Avenue.

W000BINE STREET
12 EdwardJ. Cutler House1880: An L-plan,

gable-roof cottage with a small porch and
entrancevestibule,window caps,and orna
mentaltrussworkin thegables.Cutler wasa
broom manufacturer,

66- Henry Taylor House IL ca. 1890: A 2’/:-
68 story, end-gable-roof,QueenAnne 2-family

dwelling with a 2-story, squarebaywindow;
decorativeshinglingin thegableend;barge-
boards; and a spindleworkporch. Taylor, a
hatter, built the earlier housenext doorsee
70 Woodbine.

70 Henry Taylor House I Ca. 1881: An end-
gable-roof bracketedcottage with a small
porch now enclosedand vestibule on the
side,window caps,and a front bay window.
Taylor lived here until the completion of a
larger dwelling next door around 1890 see
66-68.

WOOD WARD ROAD
‘158 Wanskuck Co. Superintendent’s House

1880: Stone& Carpenter?, architects,An
asymmetrical, 2½-story, gable-and-hip-
roof, modern Gothic housewith a 2-level
entrance porch, elaboratewall decoration,
and narrow dormersin thesteep-sloperoof.
This large and well-preservedhouse was
built for the Wanskuck Co. mill super
intendent; it remainedas suchuntil the mill
closedin 1953 see725 Branch Avenue.

‘201 Roger Williams Baptist Church 1866,
1892:Stone,Carpenter& Willson, architects
for addition. A stone, cross-gable-roof,
Gothic church in the English-parishmode,
with a projectingsquaretower with an open
belfry and tall hip roof. Built by the
WanskuckCo. see725 Branch Avenue for
its workers, the church was enlarged in
1892.

Wanskuck Park, site of Jesse Metcalf
1205] House 1868 et seq.: A 28-acre tract of

rolling, wooded land containing deteriorat
ing late 19th- and early 20th-centuryout
buildings. The site of thehouse1868; Alfred
Stone, architectof the founderof the Wan
skuck Co. see 725 Branch Avenue, the
property was the home of Metcalf’s son,
SenatorJesseH. Metcalf, in the20th century.
Senator Metcalf’s widow, Louisa Dexter
SharpeMetcalf,gavethe property to thecity
in 1948 with the provision that the main
housebe razed and the groundsused as a
park; Wanskuck Park opened in March
1949.

175 Alfred DeMarisHouse 1938: A fine, 2½-
story, brick, 3-bay-facade,center-hall-plan
GeorgianRevival house with brick quoins
and Federal Revival portico. DeMariswas
presidentand treasurerof the RhodeIsland
Bus Co.

YOUNG ORCHARD AVENUE
1 Sprague-LaddHouse, now Orvis Music

Center,Brown University ca. 1950, 1901-
02, 1980-81:Carrre & Hastings,architects
for 1901-02 modifications, A 2½-story,
U-plan, stone-trimmedbrick dwelling cased
since 1902 in the FrenchRenaissancemode,
Byron Sprague,son of manufacturerAmasa
Sprague,built the core of this houseas a
large Italianate dwelling around mid-
century. After the collapse of the Sprague
textile empire in the Panic of 1873, this
house- andits now-demolishedmatenext
door - passedout of the Spraguefamily
and changedhands several times. At the
turn of thecentury,I. Gifford Ladd,a textile
broker,boughtthehousewith a major trans
formation in mind andhired the prominent
New York firm then at work on theCarpen
ter Housesee276 Angell Streetfor thejob.
The FrenchBaroque exteriorand Louis XV
interior are revivalist modesoften used by
thefirm, In themid-2Oth century,the house
was used as a hospital and later by Bryant
College.Brown acquiredthebuilding in the
early 1970s and completeda rehabilitation
in 1961. The original brick carriagehouse-

probably the work of Thomas Tefft -

remainsat rear.

‘11 William H. PopeHouse1882: A 2½-story,
T-plan, brick housewith a high mansard
roof, modillion cornice, bay windows, and
an Ionic-column entranceporch in theangle
of the "T." Pope was a cotton-goodsmanu
facturer.

ZONE STREET
12, 14 Burnside Row 1866-67: Built by Levi D.
18, 22 Bates, contractor, for Earl P. Mason, G.M.
26, 30 Richmond, and Dr. A.H. Okie, partnersin
34, 38 the RhodeIsland LocomotiveWorks, these
42, 46 sixteen identical dwellings housed that
51, 52 company’sworkers,Eachis 2½-storieshigh
55, 57 with a gableroof setend to thestreetwith a
59, 61 3-bay facade and side-hall-entranceplan;

this form is prototypical of late19th-century
mass housing. Company-owned housing
was unusualin industrial centersas largeas
Providence,though commonin smallermill
villages.
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VI. INDEX TO 747-753WestminsterStreet Angell, William C. 166 LancasterStreet
TKT7CkTP1IDV Allen, Crawford 30 Benefit Street Auburn RealtyCompany
Ill V LL’ I JI’ 1 27 DrydenLane Angell, Welcome 50-152Carr Street

Allen, Francis0. 37 Cherry Street Aurora Club
Thisproperty-specificindex 50 WestfordRoad Angell, William P. 289 Broadway

lists individuals, institutions, Allen, Philip 4-8 Benefit Street Auty, Jonas
-

- 27 DrydenLane Annotti, Domenic 24-26 Diman Place
organizations, and events 196 Nelson Street 264-270Broadway Avon Theatre
mentioned in the inventory. Allen, Zachariah,1 35-63 Rankin Avenue 260 ThayerStreet

The items indexed are those 1093 Smith Street Anshei Kovno Congregation Aylesworth, Eli
- Allen, Zachariah,II 145 OaklandAvenue 188-194Broad Street

that have particular signifi- 27 DrydenLane Anthony, David C. Alyesworth, Hiram B.
cancefor the specific property 1 MegeeStreet 282-284WaylandAvenue 50 Harvard Avenue

to which they are referenced Allen Print Works Anthony, E.P. Alyesworth Apartments
27 DrydenLane 178-180 Angell Street 188-194 Broad Street

and whose association with Almy, Arthur Anthony, Ellen DeE. Babcock,Cyril A.
the property is interesting or 90 SouthAngell Street 161 WatermanStreet 638 Elmwood Avenue

important for an understand- Almy, Benjamin Anthony, Henry B. Babcock,Donald S.
- 47 Doyle Avenue 5 BenevolentStreet 125 Grotto Avenue

ing of the propertys history Almy, Eliza 975 HopeStreet Babcock,William R.
and/orarchitecture, 75 ProspectStreet Anthony, JamesM. 145 Lexington Avenue

Almy, EdwardC. 15 Arch Street Babcock,John
Abbott Park 117 Comstock Avenue Anthony, Sarah C. 516-528SouthWater Street

Abbott Park Place Almy, Humphrey 284 Wayland Avenue Bagley, Patrick F.
Abbott Park Hotel 90 SouthAngell Street Anthony, Wendell P. 75 Knowles Street

267-271 WeybossetStreet Almy, Samson 359 BlackstoneStreet Bailey, Benjamin D.
Academy Avenue Congregational 75 ProspectStreet Antram,William 26 ThayerStreet

Church Altoonian, Aronsiak 150 North Main Street Bailey, SamuelH.
19 AcademyAvenue 207-209OaklandAvenue Apartment House Corporation 181 AdelaideAvenue

Acly, Nellie Altoonian, Sarkis 71-77 MedwayStreet Bailey, William Mason
396 BlackstoneStreet 207-209OaklandAvenue Arcade 235 Eaton Street

Adams, BenjaminB. Alverson Farm 130 WestminsterStreet Bajnotti, CarrieMathilde Brown
26 CookeStreet 569 Plainfield Street Arcade RealtyCompany Brown University: Carrie Tower
71 EastGeorgeStreet American Band 130 WestminsterStreet ExchangeTerrace:City Hall Park

Adams, CharlesN. 78 Doyle Avenue Armento, Rev. Nicolã Bajnotti, Paul
110 MassachusettsAvenue American Electrical Works 64 Brayton Street Brown University: CarrieTower

Adams, Dewey F. Company Armington, Henry ExchangeTerrace:City Hall Park
406 Brook Street 107 StewartStreet 73 Dover Street Baker, Benjamin

Adams,John American EmeryWheel Works Armington & Sims Engine 97 Congdon Street
150 Benefit Street 331 WatermanStreet Company Baker, CharlesH.

Adams, Mrs. John AmericanMathematical 530 Kinsley Avenue 67 Stimson Avenue
17-23 SouthCourt Street Society Armories and Arsenals Baker, Cohn C.

Adams,John Quincy 201 CharlesStreet 176 Benefit Street 243-245Broadway
52 Power Street American Red Cross [3751 CranstonStreet 354 Broadway

Adams,Seth 150 WatermanStreet 1051 North Main Street 412-428 Broadway
26 BenevolentStreet AmericanScrewCompany Armory for Mounted Commands Baker, EstherHinckley

Adams,Seth, Jr. 530 North Main Street 1051 North Main Street 179 Hope Street
47-49 GeorgeStreet American StandardWatch Arnett, Robert Baker, GeorgeM.
220 South Main Street CaseCompany 37 Violet Street 350 Olney Street

Addeman,JoshuaM. 425 DexterStreet Arnold, Benjamin F. Baker, Joseph
77 Courtland Street American Tubing and 91 Chapin Avenue 18 Arnold Street

Addie, AlexanderF. Webbing Company 89-91 ParadeStreet Baker, Joseph
93-95 Atwells Avenue 69-105 Gordon Avenue Arnold, Christopher 37 Bernon Street

Admiral Terrace American Woolen Company 7 Arnold Street Baker, Josiah
[2601 ChadBrown Street 50 Aleppo Street Arnold, Daniel 23 Arnold Street

AgawamHunt 45 Eagle Street 33 ChestnutStreet Baker, Uriah
236 GeorgeStreet 166 Valley Street Arnold, GeorgeC. 129 Williams Street

Aldrich, EdwardB. Ames, Mrs. William 94-110WashingtonStreet Balch, Joseph
144 Meeting Street 30 EastOrchard Avenue Arnold, Maurice J. 66-72 South Main Street

Aldrich, EdwardL. AMICA 166 OpheliaStreet Baldwin, Dwight
72 Pine Street 10 WeybossetStreet Arnold, Newton D. 350 BlackstoneStreet

Aldrich, Nelson Andrews,Delia 19 Stimson Avenue Ballou, Henry C.
110 BenevolentStreet 188 Oakland Avenue Arnold, William Rhodes 63 PrincetonAvenue

Aldrich, Paul E. Andrews,Elisha B. 120-130 WashingtonStreet Ballou, JosephR.
194 Arlington Avenue 13 Brown Street Arnold Building 60 Bishop Street

Aldrich, Thomas Andrews, FrancesM. 94-110WashingtonStreet Ballou, Johnson& Nichols
140 Power Street 31-41 ParadeStreet 120-130WashingtonStreet 128-134 DorranceStreet

Aldrich-Dexter Field, Brown Andrews,Robert Ashlon, William, Jr. Ballou, Frederick A.
University 183-185 OaklandAvenue 368 Benefit Street 240 Hope Street
225-235Hope Street Andrews,StephenH. Astle, Eliza Ballou, NancyC.

Alireds, Henry J. 387 Broadway 912 ChalkstoneAvenue 390 Broadway
231 RhodesStreet Angell, Albert C. Atlantic Bank Building Banigan,Joseph

Alice Building 15-17 Pratt Street 75 WeybossetStreet 500 Angell Street
236 WestminsterStreet Angell, Edward Atlantic-Delaine Company 125 GovernorStreet

All SaintsMemorial [Episcopal] 84 Plainfield Street 2-24, 23-25 Hilliard Street 9 OrchardAvenue
Church Angell, Elisha 120 Manton Avenue 236 WestminsterStreet
674 WestminsterStreet 48 Benefit Street Atlas Motor Car Co. 10 WeybossetStreet

Allen, Candace Angell, Elisha 0. 450 Potters Avenue Bank of America
12 BenevolentStreet 32 Fruit Hill Avenue Atwood, Charles 62 DorranceStreet
CandaceStreet Angell, Horatio N. 570-572Broad Street Bank of North America

Allen, Candace,Heirs 708 Broad Street Atwood, RobertK. 48 WeybossetStreet
28 North Main Street Angell, ThomasH. 2, 6 Atwood Street Bannister,Edward

Allen, Charles 59 Common Street Auber,JosephA. 93 BenevolentStreet
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Barbour, John 300 WeybossetStreet 209-211 CongressAvenue 357 Benefit Street
41 Madison Street BeneficentHouse Bouchard,Octave Brown University: John Carter

Bardach,Peter 1 ChestnutStreet 162 Linwood Avenue Brown Library
33 Intervale Road Benefit Street Arsenal Bourn, Augustus0. Brown,John Carter,II

Barker, Annie C. Mrs. Henry R. 176 Benefit Street 80 Plenty Street 120 Atwells Avenue
44 OrchardAvenue Bennett,Nelson Bourn, George Brown, John Nicholas

Barker, Simeon 245 Killingly Street 430 Pine Street 150 Empire Street
134 Brook Street Benson, CaptainGeorge 434 Pine Street Brown, John Nicholas, I!

Barker Playhouse 64 Angell Street Bourne, Frank P. 52 Power Street
400 Benefit Street Beresford,William 100 TaberAvenue Brown, Joseph

Barnaby,JerothmulB. 288 BlackstoneBoulevard Bourneuf, EhiséeJ. 50 SouthMain Street
299 Broadway 315 Slater Avenue 660-662 ChalkstoneAvenue Brown, JosephR.
159 SuttonStreet Bernon,Gabriel Boutelle, Albert A. 235 PromenadeStreet
180-204WestminsterStreet 150 North Main Street 56-58 Brownell Street Brown, Morris
375 WestminsterStreet 271 North Main Street Bowen,CharlesW. 317 RochambeauAvenue

Barnaby,Josephine Bezely, John 194 WatermanStreet Brown, Moses
299 Broadway 649 PublicStreet Bowen, Isaac,Jr. 646 Angelh Street

Barnes,David L. Billings. Samuel 312 Benefit Street 250 Lloyd Avenue
49 Benefit Street 135 Power Street Bowen, Dr. Jabez 10 ThomasStreet

Barney,Cromwell Biltmore Hotel 39 BowenStreet Brown, Nathaniel
91 Williams Street 11 DorranceStreet Bowen, Tully Dorrance 271 North Main Street

Barney,J.P. Bini, Bino 389 Benefit Street Brown, Nicholas
56 Larch Street 1-19South Main Street 7 John Street 75 North Main Street

Barney, Walter H. Binney, CharlotteHope Goddard Boyce, Henry 10 ThomasStreet
250 WashingtonAvenue 72 ProspectStreet 83 OaklandAvenue Brown, Nicholas, II

Barstow, Amos, Jr. Binney, William Boyden,GeorgeE. 357 Benefit Street
118 PointStreet 72 ProspectStreet 20 BainbridgeAvenue Brown University: Hope College

Barstow, Ephraim Birch, JosephC. Bradburn,GeorgeW. Brown University: RhodeIsland
168 CypressStreet 49 PrincetonAvenue 6 Westford Road Hall

Barstow Stove Company Bishop,Nancy K. Bradford,MosesL. Brown, NIcholas,Ill
118 Point Street 314 Benefit Street 24-26 Diman Place 345 BlackstoneBoulevard

Barth, Alfred 151 ThayerStreet Bradley, Charles5. 49-51 GeorgeStreet
17-19 Daboll Street Bixby, Rev. Moses H. 235 EatonStreet 8 JenckesStreet
565-567Public Street 475 CranstonStreet Braman,Edwin C. Brown, PardonH.

Bartholdi, Auguste Blair, John, Jr. 496 Morris Street 438 Broadway
[575] Elmwood Avenue 110 Gallatin Street Breck, Thomas Brown, Penelope

Bartley, James BlanchardTenements 15-17 KeeneStreet 76 Ortoleva Drive
546 Cole Avenue 50:54 JewettStreet Brecknell, James Brown, Phineas

Barton,Nathan B. Blanding, Wheeler M. 12 Barker Street 317 RochambeauAvenue
63 OrchardAvenue 96 Gano Street Brennan,John J. Brown, Phoebe

Bassett,CharlesH. Bhigh, Thomas 38 PleasantStreet 317 Morris Avenue
1027-1039WestminsterStreet 95 Doyle Avenue Brick Schoolhouse Brown, Richard

Bassett,Horatio L. Bliss, Caroline 5. 24 MeetingStreet 345 BlackstoneBoulevard
137 Ontario Street 46 Cooke Street Bridgham, SamuelW. 12 Cole Farm Court

Bates,Isaac Bliven, Benjamin 20 North Court Street Brown, Silas B.
224 Benefit Street 89 Angell Street Briggs, GeorgeL. 1388-1392WestminsterStreet
10 ThomasStreet Blodget, Leonard 249 BlackstoneBoulevard Brown, William H.

Battey,John A. 10 JenckesStreet Briggs,William 0. 72 WatermanStreet
12 Barker Street Blue Cross 441 Broadway Brown, William Sanford

Baumgarten& Co. 31 CanalStreet Brigham, William E. 23 John Street
90 Smith Street 444 WestminsterStreet 460 RochambeauAvenue Brown Street Baptist Church

Baxter, Nathan Blum, Max Broad Street Christian Church io EastStreet
377 Orms Street 224-226OaklandAvenue 353 Elmwood Avenue Brown & SharpeManufactuñng

Beagan,John P. Bodehl, Frederick Bronson,W.C. Company
138 CypressStreet 25 Balton Road 140 Morris Avenue 235 PromenadeStreet

Beaman& Smith Company 32 CustomHouseStreet Brothersof Christian Schools Brown University
20 GordonAvenue Bodell & Co. 1010 Smith Street Brown UniversityCampus

Becker,Henry 32 CustomHouseStreet Brown, Rev. Allen 64 College Street
478-480Friendship Street Bogman,Benjamin B. 118 GovernorStreet 346 EhmgroveAvenue

Beckwith,Henry T. 671 Broad Street Brown, Ann Francis 425 Elmgrove Avenue
68 Brown Street 309 Pine Street 144 FrancisStreet

Beckwith, Amos N. BonanzaBus Terminal Brown, Avis
170 GeorgeStreet

2 Stimson Avenue 1-27 Sabin Street 10 ThomasStreet
180 GeorgeStreet
225-235 Hope Street

Beckwith,Stevens Bongartz,J.H. Brown, Annmary, Memorial [451J Hope Street
124 Waverly Street 765-767 WestminsterStreet 21 Brown Street i MegeeStreet

Beckwith, Truman BongartzBuilding Brown, Benjamin F. 55 Power Street42 CollegeStreet 765-767 WestminsterStreet 87 Hope Street 10 ProspectStreet
610 Manton Avenue Boone, CharlesE. Brown, D. Russell 36 ProspectStreet
Stimson Avenue 25 ParadeStreet 427, 431 Pine Street 45 ProspectStreet

Beckwith, Truman, II Boss, Edwin 303 WashingtonAvenue 151 ThayerStreet
205 GovernorStreet 1236 WestminsterStreet Brown, David 175 ThayerStreetBell StreetChapel Boss,Jeremiah 235 PromenadeStreet 197 ThayerStreet
5 Bell Street 1228 WestminsterStreet Brown, Dexter 300 ThayerStreet

Bell, AlexanderGraham Boss,Peleg 28 EamesStreet 64 WatermanStreet
I MegeeStreet 1208 WestminsterStreet Brown, GeorgeT. 80 WatermanStreet

Bellows, Horatio E. Boston Store 144 CongressAvenue I Young OrchardAvenue
96 Alumni Avenue 239 WestminsterStreet Brown, H. Martin

Bender,OscarN. Bosworth, Pardon 295 Angell Street Browne, William E.
272 Gano Street281 Prairie Avenue 27 Almy Street Brown,JaneFrancis

Benedict, William C. Bouchard,Damase 593 Eddy Street Brownell, ElizabethT.
20 StimsonAvenue 1481 Broad Brown, John 44 JewettStreet

BeneficentCongregationalChurch 191-193CongressAvenue 52 Power Street Bryant College
1 ChestnutStreet 197-199CongressAvenue Brown, John Carter 1 Young OrchardAvenue
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Bucklin, George 59 GeorgeStreet CastleTheatre Church,William
10 Arnold Street Butler-DuncanLand Company 1039 ChalkstoneAvenue 27-29 Arnold Street

Bucklin, William 144 WestminsterStreet Cathedralof SaintsPeterand Paul I ThayerStreet -
8 Arnold Street Butler Hospital CathedralSquare Churchof the Assumptionof the

Budlong, JamesE. 345 BlackstoneBoulevard CentralBaptist Church BlessedVirgin Mary [Roman
101 CongdonStreet Butts, JamesE. 444-450Lloyd Avenue Catholic]

Budlong, JosephR. 108 Hospital Street CentralCongregationalChurch 172 Daboll Street
266 Broad Street Butts, William H.H. 296 Angell Street 527 Dexter Street

Budlong, William C. 20-22 Harvard Avenue 226 Benefit Street 626 PottersAvenue
46 Sheldon Street Byers,JamesN., III 20 Diman Place 805-807PottersAvenue

Buffington, John M. 120 ProspectStreet Cerrilhi, JosephM. Churchof the BlessedSacrament
463 Broadway Cady,John Hamlin 203 WestminsterStreet [RomanCatholic]

Buffum, Benjamin 127 Power Street Chace,Isaac 169-171 AcademyAvenue
157 WatermanStreet Cady,John Hutchins 293 CarpenterStreet Churchof theEpiphany[Episcopal

Buffum, Horace 127 Power Street Chace,T. Edward 542 PottersAvenue
37 GeorgeStreet Cady,Schubael 16 Irving Avenue Churchof the Holy Ghost [Roman

Bullock, IsraelJ. 127 Power Street Chad Brown-Admiral Terrace Cathohicj
132 Benefit Street Calder,Albert Housing Project 470 Atwells Avenue

Bullock, William Poynton 50 Stimson Avenue 260] ChadBrown Street Churchof the Messiah[Episcopal]
210 Angell Street Calder,CharlesA. Chafee,Zechariah 1870 WestminsterStreet

Burdick, James 50 Humboldt Avenue 5 CookeStreet Churchof the Redeemer
141 ProspectStreet Calder, GeorgeB. Chafee,Zechariah,Jr. [Episcopal]

Burdon SeamlessFilled Wire Co. 408-410 Broadway 169 HopeStreet 655 Hope Street
109-111 SummerStreet Calder, John Chamberof Commerce,Greater Churchof the Savior[Episcopal]

Burges,Walter 5. 80 Power Street Providence 402 Broadway
49-51 GeorgeStreet California Artificial Flower 11 DorranceStreet Cianci, Mayor Vincent A., Jr.
165-169PeaceStreet Company Champlin, SB. Atwells Avenue
PrincetonAvenue 400 ReservoirAvenue 118 ChestnutStreet 99 Atwells Avenue

Burgess,David J. Callendar,McAuslan& Troup 36 Parkis Avenue 25 DorranceStreet
15 Trask Street 239 WestminsterStreet 377 Pine Street 950 Elmwood Avenue

Burgess,Frederick Calvary Baptist Church Champlin Manufacturing 31 SouthMain Street
1509 WestminsterStreet 747 BroadStreet Company 203 WestminsterStreet

Burgess,RichardOscar Camfield, John E. 118 ChestnutStreet 42 WeybossetStreet
1440 WestminsterStreet 349 Hope Street Chapin, CharlesV. Citizens Bank

Burgess,Thomas Camille’s Roman Garden [151] EatonStreet 870 WestminsterStreet
78 Benefit Street Restaurant Chapin, GeorgeW. City Building, Providence

Burgess,Thomas,II 71 Bradford Street 600 Mount PleasantAvenue Market Square
228-232 WestminsterStreet Camm, ThomasW. 11 ParadeStreet City Hall, Providence

Burgess,Mrs. Thomas 18 l-iaswell Street Chapin,John F. 25 DorranceStreet
130 ProspectStreet Campbell,Dr. Edward 80 WatermanStreet City Hall Park

BurgessBuilding 83-85 HopeStreet Chapin,Josiah - ExchangeTerrace
228-232WestminsterStreet Campbell,Horatio N. 201] MesserStreet City Ward Rooms

Burke, Tobias 141 WatermanStreet Chapman,William A. 103 BeaconAvenue
11 Higgins Avenue Canning,John 95-97 CongressAvenue Clark, Edward

Burleigh, Sidney 205 Doyle Avenue 84 Courtland Street 40 Stimson Avenue
7 ThomasStreet CanonicusHotel 81-85 Courtland Street Clark, John H.

Burnside,Ambrose 267-272WeybossetStreet Charpentier,Joseph 156 CypressStreet
314 Benefit Street Capen,Paul 139 Lorimer Avenue Clark,John Helme
ExchangeTerrace:City Hall Park 201 Transit Street Charren,Max 104 Bowen Street
KennedyPlaza:ExchangePlace Capital Center 207-209,211-213,215-217, Clark & Coombs
Mall 4 ExchangeTerrace 219-221JewettStreet 162 Clifford Street

BurnsideRow Station Place Chase,Edwin 0. Clarke, Enoch W.
12-61 Zone Street Capital Chambers 231 Arlington Avenue 66 BenefitStreet

Burr, Edward 19 Brownell Street 183 Lexington Avenue Clarke, GeorgeL.
257 Broadway Cappelhi,Antonio F. Chase,William 112 Benefit Street

Burr, George 263-267Atwells Avenue 19-21 Pekin Street Clarke, John Hopkins
47 Doyle Avenue Cappelhi,Niccola Chastellux,Marquis de 299 CarpenterStreet

Burrill Building 277 Atwells Avenue 312 SouthMain Street 101-103 Williams Street
291 WestminsterStreet Caihile, Samuel CheapsideBlock Clarke, John lnnis

Burrough,GeorgeA. 87 Williams Street 28 North Main Street 383 Benefit Street
184 Power Street Carpenter,ClarenceH. CheapsideLand Co. 245-247 SouthMain Street

Burrough,James 26 Humboldt Avenue 31 CanalStreet Clarke, Prescott0.
160 Power Street Carpenter,FrancisW. Cherry & Webb 203 BlackstoneBoulevard

Burrough,Robert S. 276 Angell Street 275 WestminsterStreet 491-493 ChalkstoneAvenue
110 BenevolentStreet 20 Diman Place Cheseboro,Dr. Edmund D. 112 KeeneStreet
6 CookeStreet Carr, Dr. GeorgeWheaton 421 Elmwood Avenue Clarke, SelahH.
29 ThayerStreet 29 WatermanStreet ChestnutStreetMethodist Church 137 CampStreet

Burrows, Daniel Carr, Nicholas 389-393Broad Street Clarke, William E.
31 MawneyStreet 5 EastStreet Child, Daniel R. 114 Williams Street

Burrows Block Carr, Victor 34 Arch Street Cleveland,CharlesS.
741-743WestminsterStreet 325 Valley Street Childs, Henry 194 Smith Street

Bush, CharlesS. Carrington,Edward 47 Maple Street Cleveland,David A.
214-216WeybossetStreet 66 Williams Street 68 Pitman Street 27 Halsey Street

Bush, Richard 77-79 Williams Street 229 Williams Street 111 ParkStreet
90 CongdonStreet Carrington,LoraniaHoppin Christ EpiscopalChurch Clegg, CharlesL.

Bush Company 66 Williams Street 909 Eddy Street I Daniel Avenue
214-216WeybossetStreet Carr’s Christian Science Cleveland MachineCompany

Busiel, GeorgeFl. 107 Angell Street SeeFirst Church of Christ 530 Kinsley Avenue
596 Broad Street 299 WestminsterStreet Scientist Clifford, Benjamin

Butler, Cyrus Carter,John Church,FrederickS., Heirs 392 BenefitStreet
345 BlackstoneBoulevard 21 Meeting Street 220-226WestminsterStreet Clifford, Sidney
130 WestminsterStreet Carty, Mary Church,John 60 FreemanParkway

Butler, Irene M. 576 Broad Street 25-27John Street Clulee,Henry
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220 Camp Street 87 Cooke Street Creegan,Peter 69 Point Street
Coats,James Congdon,Joseph 85 OceanStreet Dawley, Peleg

13 Brown Street 3 SteepleStreet Crins, William H. 14 EastManning Street
55 PitmanStreet Congdon,Welcome 24 Linden Street Day, Anthony B.
77-79 Williams Street - 48 Congdon Street 477 Pine Street 35 PrincetonAvenue

Coca-ColaBottling Company Congdon& Carpenter Crofwell, Agnes Dean,Herbert R.
95 PleasantValley Parkway 405 PromenadeStreet 89-91 Sumter Street 738 Elmgrove Avenue -

477 Smith Street 3 SteepleStreet Crofwell, Martin J. Deary, John F.
Coe,Walter H. Congdon StreetBaptist Church 89-91 Sumter Street 232-234Dudley Street

104 Butler Avenue 15 CongdonStreet Cross,John A. DeBenedictus,Giustino
Coggeshall,Charles Congregationof the Sonsof Israel 36 StimsonAvenue 51 Wainwright Street

18 GeorgeStreet 688 Broad Street Crossman,Horace Delabarre,Edmund B.
Cohan,GeorgeM. 68-72 OrchardAvenue 162 Orms Street 9 Arlington Avenue

[536] WickendenStreet [401] ReservoirAvenue Crowell, JamesL. DeMarco, Antonio
Cohen,JacobN. Congregationof the Sonsof Jacob 37-39 Forest Street 286 Atwells Avenue

131-133OaklandAvenue 24 Douglas Avenue CrownHotel DeMaris, Alfred
135-137OaklandAvenue Conrad,John H. 198-204WeybossetStreet 175 WyndhamRoad
196-198OaklandAvenue 375 WestminsterStreet Cushing,Benjamin,Jr. Deming, Morris, Jr.
200-202OaklandAvenue ConradBuilding 20 North Court Street 62 Arnold Street

Cohen,JosephB. 375 WestminsterStreet Cushing,Benjamin, Sr. Deming, Richard H.
118-120 PeaceStreet ConstanceWitherby Park 40 North Court Street 66 Burnett Street

Cohn and Rosenburger 210 PitmanStreet Cushing,Daniel C. 332, 336 Olney Street
167 Point Street Conway, Patrick 2 CushingStreet Dempsey,Martin J.

Cole, John H. 43-45 Calais Street CushingApartments 263 Althea Street
165 ProspectStreet Cook, Edward N. 311-315 ThayerStreet Denahy,Patrick

Cole,Washington 433 Union Avenue CustomHouse 10 EstenStreet
12 Cole Farm Court Cook, William 24 WeybossetStreet Desitin Chemical Company

Cole Farm 735 Smith Street Cutter, EdwardJ. 70 Ship Street
II, 20, 24 ClarendonAvenue Cooke,Benoni 12 WoodbineStreet Devoll, FrederickA.
12 Cole Farm Court 110 SouthMain Street Daboll, William V. 412-414 Angelh Street

Coleman,JesseW. Cooke,JosephJesse 172 DaboIl Street Dewing, A.F.
272 PresidentAvenue AdelaideAvenue 194 Daboll Street 22 Memorial Road

Coleman,StephenA. [500J Ehmwood Avenue 73 MawneyStreet DeWoIf, John J.
141 Williams Street Cooke,JosephS. D’Agnihlo, Michael 305 Brook Street

Coleman,William 125 Hope Street 62 BeaufortStreet DeWoIf, Paul Churchill
113 Witliams Street Cooke,StephenA. 400 ReservoirAvenue 25 FreemanParkway
143 Williams Street 158 Bowen Street Dailey, Albert Dexter, Almira T.

Colman,Daniel Copeland’sLivery Stable 131-135Brown Street 21 EastGeorgeStreet
93 Hospital Street 160 Benefit Street Damon,Lindsay T. Dexter,EbenezerKnight

Colonial Apartments Corhiss, George 125 Lloyd Avenue 300-302Angell Street
173 Benefit Street 201 SouthMain Street Danforth,Dr. Murray S. 187 Benefit Street

Colonial Damesof America, Cortiss,George 101 ProspectStreet 47 Doyle Avenue
National Society of 45 ProspectStreet Danforth,Mrs. Murray 5. 225-235Hope Street
15 Hopkins Street 146 West River Street 225 Benefit Street ParadeStreet: Dexter Training

ColumbiaBuilding Corliss,John 101 ProspectStreet Ground
15-25 Snow Street 201 SouthMain Street DanteState Bank Stimson Avenue

ColumbusNational Bank 66 Williams Street 387 Atwells Avenue Dexter,Edward
280 Atwelts Avenue Corliss SteamEngineCompany Dario, B.A. 72 WatermanStreet
7-17 WeybossetStreet 146 West River Street 228 WeybossetStreet Dexter, Jeremiah

ColumbusSquare Cornell, Howard Darling, EdwardE. - 957 North Main Street
[575] Elmwood Avenue 295 WaylandAvenue 593 Broad Street Dexter Asylum

Colwell, ElizabethH. Cornell, James Darling, GeorgeB. 225-235 HopeStreet
165 Williams Street 387-389Angell Street 149 CongressAvenue Dexter Training Ground

Colwell, Frances 295 Wayland Avenue Darling, SamuelB. ParadeStreet
96-102Bowen Street Coro Company 53 WesleyanAvenue Dickinson,George

Colwell, Joshua 167 PointStreet Dart, GeorgeH. 86-88 BeaconAvenue
19 Almy Street Cory, John R. 16 StimsonAvenue Dickhaut, Andrew

Combe,GeorgeJ. 37 Mawney Street Dart, William B. 115-141 Bath Street
96 EvergreenStreet Cory, JosephP. 16 StimsonAvenue 377 Orms Street

Comstock,Andrew 131-135 MathewsonStreet Dart, William C. Dickhaut, Andrew, Heirs
550 Broad Street Cosgrove,John 16 StimsonAvenue 42-60Bernon Street

Comstock,Benjamin W. 80 Dover Street Daughtersof theAmerican 6-18 Duke Street
83-85 Hope Street Costello,JosephE. Revolution 55, 59, 61, 65, 67, 69, 73 Lydia

Comstock,Frank P. 146 Carr Street 209 Williams Street Street
118 Comstock Avenue Cottam,John R. Davenport,James Dike, Henry A. -

Comstock,Joseph 74-76BlackstoneBoulevard 25 GeorgeStreet 101 ProspectStreet
263-273South Main Street Cowen,William Davis,Jeffrey Diman, Lewis

Comstock,Louis H. 146 West River Street 260 Elmwood Avenue 300-302 Angell Street
47 Parkis Avenue Cowing and HeatonMill Davis,Judson Dimeo ConstructionCompany

Comstock,Richard W. 1115 DouglasAvenue 163 Ivy Street 31 SouthMain Street
124 WatermanStreet CraneAutomobile & GarageCo. Davis, Paulina Wright Dix, Eliza H.

Comstock,William 450 PottersAvenue 503½-507½ChalkstoneAvenue 36 CrescentStreet
263-273South Main Street Cranshaw,John T. Davis, Richard Doane,Stillman P.

Conaty, Michael 87 ComstockAvenue 37 Creighton Street 178-180Elmwood Avenue
55 Pekin Street Cranston,Joseph Davis, Seth,Jr. Dodge, Albert
59 Pekin Street 15 Oriole Avenue 21 GeorgeStreet 76 Gano Street

Condit, Frederick Cranston,Francis Davis, Thomas Dodge, ChristopherG.
20 StimsonAvenue 401 Benefit Street 503½-507’J,ChalkstoneAvenue 11 West ParkStreet

Congdon,JamesM. 247 Bowen Street Davol, CharlesJ. Dodge, Nehemiah
120 Alverson Street CranstonStreetArmory 593 Eddy Street 11 ThomasStreet

Congdon,John [375] CranstonStreet Davol, Joseph Dodge, Seril
446 Pine Street CranstonStreetBaptist Church 48 Parkis Avenue 10 ThomasStreet

Congdon,JohnsHopkins 475 CranstonStreet Davol Rubber Company 11 ThomasStreet
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Dow, Willis L. Dyer, Elisha 558 Smith Street 57-59 Arlington Avenue
1045-1047Broad Street 610 Manton Avenue Elmwood Christian Church Fifth Baptist Church

Donley, Dr. John E. - 150 Power Street 353 Elmwood Avenue 747 Broad Street
249 BlackstoneBoulevard Dyer,Elisha, Jr. Elmwood Club Fire Stations

Donnelly, Patrick 610 MantonAvenue 344 Elmwood Avenue Amherst Streetat Putnam
7 Duke Street ISO Power Street Elmwood CongregationalChurch 237 Brook Street

Donnison, CaptainJonathan Dyer,John F. 353 Elmwood Avenue 133-137DouglasAvenue
445 Elmwood Avenue 43 Parkis Avenue Elmwood Diner 205-215FountainStreet

Doran,James Dyer, Louis B. 775 Elmwood Avenue 108 Laurel-Hill Avenue
150 ChestnutStreet 215 FreemanParkway Elmwood Foundation 136 Mount PleasantAvenue
70 Ship Street Dyer, Mary C. 10 Elmwood Avenue 149 North Main Street

Doran-SpeidelBuilding 73-75 BeaconAvenue Elmwood Garage 653 North Main Street
70 Ship Street Dyer, Rodney 450 PottersAvenue 4 Pallas Street

Dorr, Joseph 100 FarmingtonAvenue Elmwood Mills 474 Plainfield Street
48 CongdonStreet Dyer, William H. 222 DaboIl Street 356 Prairie Avenue

Dorr, Sullivan 60 Maple Street Ely, Dr. JamesW.C. 106 PutnamStreet
109 Benefit Street 375 Pine Street 94 WatermanStreet 270 RochambeauAvenue

Dorr, ThomasWilson 389 Pine Street Emery, Hiram M. 303 South Main Street
109 Benefit Street 391 Pine Street 750 Elmgrove Avenue First Baptist Church

Dorr Rebellion Dyerville Mill EquitableBuilding 94 Angell Street
176 Benefit Street 610 Manton Avenue 36 WeybossetStreet 75 North Main Street
[375] CranstonStreet 652-670Manton Avenue EquitableFire and Mutual First Churchof Christ Scientist

Dorrance,Charles Dyke, Albyn InsuranceCompany 71 ProspectStreet
98-100WatermanStreet 58 Congdon Street 36 WeybossetStreet First PresbyterianChurch

DorranceBuilding Eagle Nursery Plat Evans,Duty. 353 Elmwood Avenue
180-204WestminsterStreet Princeton Avenue 31-35 Benefit Street First Unitarian Church

Douglas,GeorgeC. Eagle ScrewCompany Everett Apartments 301 Benefit Street
1115 DouglasAvenue 530 North Main Street 111 Everett Avenue First Universalist Church

Dow-Hobart House Eagle SteamMill ExchangeBank 250 WashingtonStreet
209 Williams Street 34 Dike Street 28-32 Kennedy Plaza Fish, Mary B.

Dowler, Charles Earle,Caleb ExchangePlaceMall 119 Congdon Street
83 CamdenAvenue 81 Power Street KennedyPlaza Fisher, Cyrus
581 Smith Street Earle, George Ewing, Bayard 86-88 Williams Street

Downes,Lewis T. 369-371SouthMain Street 231 South Main Street Fisher, M.A. Frances
480 Elmwood Avenue 385-395SouthMain Street Fairbanks,Willard 15 Diman Place

Downing, Antoinette F. Earle,John B. 516-528South WaterStreet Fiske, Amos
144 Power Street 45 Forest Street Fales,J. Richmond 1570 WestminsterStreet

Downing, AugustineH. 167 Power Street 436 BlackstoneBoulevard Fitz, JeromeM.
25 WesleyanAvenue Earle, Oliver Fall River Iron Works 136-140johnsonStreet

Downing, GeorgeE. 369-371 SouthMain Street 231 SouthMain Street Flanley, Catherine
144 Power Street Earle, William H. Fanning,JosephC. 69 Trenton Street

Doyle, Mayor ThomasA. 56-70WashingtonStreet 684 Eddy Street Fleet Center
1] ChestnutStreet Earle & Prew Farnham,Frank E. 50 KennedyPlaza
25 DorranceStreet 56-70 WashingtonStreet 108 Ontario Street Fletcher,Charles

Doyle, William J. Earle Building 120 Ontario Street 19 Stimson Avenue
419 Benefit Street 56-70WashingtonStreet Farnsworth,John P. 166 Valley Street

Draper,William H. EasternMachine Company 104 ProspectStreet Fletcher,JosephE.
12 Mount HopeAvenue 530 Kinsley Avenue Farnum,Caleb 19 Stimson Avenue

Draper Row Eaton, CharlesL. 17 Halsey Street FletcherManufacturingCompany
8-14 CookeStreet 347 Broadway Farrell, Walter 47 Charles Street

Dreyfus Hotel Eatsforth,James 560 Cole Avenue FletcherBuilding
119 WashingtonStreet 14 Arnold Street Farrish,John 171-175WeybossetStreet

Drown, Jonathan EbeneezerBaptist Church 125-127ChesterAvenue Fleur-de-lysStudio
150 Atwells Avenue 475 CranstonStreet Faunce,William H.P. 7 ThomasStreet

Drowne, GeorgeR. Eckstein,Adolph W. Brown University Flint, Elliot H.
119 Benefit Street 540 Cole Avenue Brown University: Rockefeller 54 Oriole Avenue

Drowne, Solomon Eddy, CharlesA. Hall Foley,Winnifred A.
121 Moore Street 92 Melrose Street FederalBuilding 26 Pekin Street

Dubois, Henry J. Eddy, J.G. 25 KennedyPlaza Ford, J. Parker
81-83 PembertonStreet 32 CustomHouseStreet 24 WeybossetStreet 11, 15,19 Grotto Avenue

Dudley, Charles Eddy, James FederalBuilding Annex Forkey, Moses
1192 WestminsterStreet S Belt Street 3 ExchangeTerrace 181 WatermanStreet

Duff, Mrs. William Eddy, John Feeney,Michael Forman,Mack
285 WickendenStreet 388 Benefit Street 255 BlackstoneBoulevard 757 Elmgrove Avenue

Duffner Kimberly Co. Eddy, Moses Fenner,James Foster,FrederickL.
296 Angell Street 283-297SouthMain Street 150 Power Street 841 Broad Street

Duncan,Alexander Eddy, Nelson 5. 41 WatermanStreet Foster,George E.
ll7-13S Dyer Street 10 CushingStreet Fenner,Nathan B. 315 AngelI Street

Dunnell, William W. Eddy, Samuel 236 Lockwood Street Foster,JamesA.
16 Angell Street 100 Angell Street 240 Lockwood Street 32-34 MarlboroughAvenue

Durfee, Phillip H. Edwards,Richard E. Fenner,Nicholas A. Foster,John
69 FreemontStreet 91 ProspectStreet 18-20 Dexter Street 89 Courtland Street

Durkee,WarrenHayward EldoradoApartments 26 Dexter Street Foster,Lemuel H.
150 BlackstoneBoulevard 211 WatermanStreet 304 Pearl Street 87 ComstockAvenue

Dwight, Gamaliel ElizabethBuilding Ferguson,Samuel Fountain, Ruby
193-195Benefit Street 100 North Main Street 131-133 Doyle Avenue 72 Marshall Street

Dwight, Margarethe Ellery, Christopher Field, FrederickE. Fourth Baptist Church
109 Benefit Street 165-169 PeaceStreet 102 Melrose Street 734 Hope Street
30 East OrchardAvenue Ellis, Cyrus Field, Henry C. Fowler, Henry T.
66 Williams Street 31 John Street 25 Moore Street 127 Lloyd Avenue

Dyer, Benjamin Ellis, H.B. Field, Silas M. Fowler, Joseph
80 Plenty Street 60 Harvard Avenue 63 Elmwood Avenue 336 Olney Street
199-219WeybossetStreet Elmhurst Garage Fifield, Henry A. Fox PointHurricaneBarrier
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ProvidenceRiver Gardiner,Aldrich B. Goddard,Abram S. Graves,Eugene
Fox PointUnion Company 16-18 CrescentStreet 970 Eddy Street 195 GeorgeStreet

20 SheldonStreet 155, 163 Elmwood Avenue Goddard,Charlotte RhodaIves Graves,T. Thatcher
Francis, ThomasA. Gardiner,Granville 38 Brown Street 299 Broadway

156 HopeStreet 323 Angell Street 71 GeorgeStreet Gray,Joshua
FrancisBuilding Gardiner,PelegW. Goddard,Francis W. 446 Pine Street

150 Westminster 344 Willard Avenue 71 GeorgeStreet Gray,Samuel
Franklin, CharlesA. 348 Willard Avenue Goddard,RobertHI. 671 Broad Street

273 Morris Avenue Gardiner,Rathbone 195 GeorgeStreet Greaves,William
Franklin, FrederickH. 314 Angell Street Goddard,William 99 Priscilla Avenue

17 DorchesterAvenue Gardiner,Walter 38 Brown Street Green,Malachi
Franklin, Gilbert 58 WhitmarshStreet Goddard,William Giles 21 George Street

225 Benefit Street Gardner, Henry B., Jr. 38 Brown Street Greene,Allen
42-62 WatermanStreet 1-19 SouthMain Street Godfrey, CharlesE. 27-29 Benefit Street

Franklin House Gardner, Mary R. 113 ComstockAvenue 11 HalseyStreet
2 CollegeStreet 161 WatermanStreet Godfrey, Rosa E. 368-370ThayerStreet

Franklin ManufacturingCompany Gardner, Nathan L. 480 Elmwood Avenue Greene,Caleb
61 PonagansettAvenue 40 Fountain Street Goff, CharlesB. 442 Pine Street

Franklin Society Gardner Building 28 MawneyStreet Greene,Catherine
251 Benefit Street 40 Fountain Street Goff, IsaacL. 42 Pekin Street

Frazier,John R. Gaspee 303 WashingtonAvenue Greene,Cornelia Burges
225 Benefit Street 209 Williams Street Goff, Nathan B. 14 John Street

Free EvangelicalCongregational GaspeeBuilding 105 SuperiorStreet Greene,EdwardA.
Church 206-208 WestminsterStreet Goff, Thomas 38 Cooke Street
494 Hope Street Gates, Edwin B. 415 Angell Street Greene,Forrest

Freeborn,John 805 Smith Street Goff, William F. 35 OrchardAvenue
297 Point Street Geddes,Peter 344 Orms Street 368-370ThayerStreet

Freeman,Clarke F. 29 Manning Street Goff’s Grocery Block Greene,GeorgeH.
30 FreemanParkway General Electric, Providence 147 Smith Street 76-78 GlenhamStreet

Freeman,Clarke,Jr. Base Works Goldberg,JesseH. Greene,Hannah,Estate
70 FreemanParkway 586 Atwells Avenue 228 WarringtonStreet 217 WestminsterStreet

Freeman,John R. George,Charles H. Golden Ball Inn Greene,Howard
FreemanParkway 57 Harvard Avenue 17-23South Court Street 332 Olney Street

Freeman,Robert P. George,Daniel H. Goldenberg,Harry Greene,John Holden
69 Point Street 593 Eddy Street 169 Sumter Street 154 Power Street

Freeman,Roger,Jr. Gerald,Samuel Goodrum,Thomas 33 ThayerStreet
57 Hazard Avenue 169 Power Street 44 PleasantStreet 51 ThayerStreet

French,Horace 171 Power Street Goodwin, William P. 55 ThayerStreet
77 Bowen Street Gernershausen,Valentine 33 StimsonAvenue Greene,TheodoreFrancis

Friend,Harry 5. 21-23, 25-27 AdelaideAvenue Gordon, Harold 14 John Street
255 Vermont Avenue Gernstein, Isaac 498-502Pine Street 23 John Street

Friends Meeting House 219-221OaklandAvenue Gorham, F. P. 25-27John Street
99 Morris Avenue Gerry, PeterGoelet 151 Meeting Street Greene,ThomasW.

FriendshipStreet Baptist Church 62 ProspectStreet Gorham,Jabez,Sr. 118 GovernorStreet
747 Broad Street Gibbs, CaptainJohn 56 Benefit Street 102 WaylandAvenue

FriendshipUnited Methodist 24 Arnold Street Gorham,Jabez,Jr. 181 Williams Street
Church Gilbane,Thomas 333 AdelaideAvenue Greenman,William
126 Adelaide Avenue 443,445 Hope Street 56 Benefit Street 24 ThayerStreet

Froebell Hall 328 ThaverStreet 108-110Benefit Street Greenough,JamesC.
112 Angell Street Gilbane, William 684 Eddy Street 80 Stimson Avenue

Fry, John J. 443, 443 Hope Street GorhamManufacturingCompany Grieve,Robert
32 KeeneStreet 328 ThayerStreet 333 AdelaideAvenue 109 PrincetonAvenue

Fuller, Frederick Gilbane Building Company 31 AlIens Avenue Griffin, GeorgeM.
79 CharlesField Street 3-16 Catalpa Road Gorham, Mary M. 74 DexterStreet
25 Pike Street Giles,John 34 Benefit Street 78-80 Dexter Street

Fuller, George 45 Eagle Street Gorman, Clement D. Griffin, James
71-73 Charles Field Street Giles, William 400-402, 404-408Lloyd Avenue 260 Bowen Street
25 Pike Street 146 West River Street Gorton, ThomasW. Grimes, T. Manning

Fuller, Harriet E. Gilheeney,Mary 38 BridghamStreet 111 Everett Avenue
466 Broadway 130 Eighth Street Cough, Mrs. Margaret Grinnell, EdgarC.

Fuller, Myron H. Gillan, John 551-553 Broadway 737-739CranstonStreet
24 WhitmarshStreet 827 CharlesStreet Goulding,John Gross, Harold J.

Fuller, William D. Gilman, Robert M 20 TecumsehStreet 43 OrchardAvenue
59 CharlesField Street 730 ElmgroveAvenue Gower & Co. Grout, Edwin A.

Fuller Iron Works Gilmore, Courtland W. 201 South Main Street 543 Broad Street
25 Pike Street 19 Arlington Avenue Grace jEpiscopal] Church Guild, Nathaniel

Fuscellaro,George Gizzarelli, Anthony 10 Elmwood Avenue 142 Angell Street
227, 228, 233, 237, 238, 248 665 PleasantValley Parkway 175 MathewsonStreet Gulf Station
WarringtonStreet Gladdings,Benjamin H. GraceChurchCemetery 25 Broadway:

Gaffney, Patrick 29 BarnesStreet 10 Elmwood Avenue Gurnett,Gideon
221-223RhodesStreet Gladding, Henry B. Granger, Daniel L.D. 163-165 Power Street

Gales,Lawrence 255-260 Broadway 328 ThayerStreet Hacker, Joshua
200 Lorimer Avenue Gladding,John R. Grant, George M. 220 South Main Street

Gallup, Benjamin 30 Stimson Avenue 90 Davis Street Hacker’sHall
303 WashingtonAvenue Gladding,Royal P. Grant,Henry T. 220 South Main Street

Gammell,Arthur Amory 258-260Broadway 180 Bridgham Street Hagan,JamesH.
1870 WestminsterStreet Cladding’s 299 CarpenterStreet 726 Broad Street

Gammell,ElizabethAmory 291 WestminsterStreet Grant, Max L. 728-730Broad Street
74-80 BenevolentStreet Glines,Freelove 90 Hazard Avenue Hahn, Isaac
1870 WestminsterStreet 113 ComstockAvenue Grant, Schubael 150 North Main Street

Gammell,William Gloria Dei EvangelicalLutheran 299 CarpenterStreet Hahn, J. Jerome
Brown University: Soldiers’ Church GrantMill 150 North Main Street
Memorial Gateway 15 HayesStreet 299 CarpenterStreet Hail, Mary Kimball
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88 Meeting Street Harris, William M. Holden, Ann Horton, Lucius
Hale, Daniel 178 EatonStreet 27-29 JewettStreet 43-49 ThayerStreet

37 GeorgeStreet Harrison,Alfred Holmes, CharlesE. Horton,William E.
122 Hope Street 260 Olney Street 171 Elmgrove Avenue 380 Lloyd Avenue

Hale, Isaac Hart, Peter Holmes, Willard P. Hospital Trust Tower
115 Bowen Street 72 WadsworthStreet 129 CypressStreet [25] WestminsterStreet
[70] CongdonStreet Hartshorn,JosephC. Holroyd, William Hough,Walter S.

Hale,Joseph 81 ParadeStreet 106 Angell Street 336 Broadway
106 GeorgeStreet Hartshori ThomasC. Holy RosaryChurch Houseof the Good Shepherd

Hall, Abner 585 BlackstoneBoulevard 21 TraverseStreet 235 River Avenue
116 HopeStreet Hartwell, FrederickW. - 207 WickendenStreet Houseof the Intercessor

Hall, Clifton A. 77 ParadeStreet Holy Name Church 100 West Clifford Street
369-371 Broad Street Hartwell, William F. 99-109Camp Street Hovey, SanfordC.

Hall, David 205 WashingtonAvenue Holzer, J. A. 173 CongdonStreet
50 SheldonStreet Harvey, HenryW. 296 Angell Street Howard,Jesse

Hall, Rev. EdwardBrooks 75 OrchardAvenue Home for Aged Couples 40 Bowen Street
35 Charles Field Street Hathaway,Franklin L. 807 Broad Street Howe, FrederickW.

Hall, Mrs. Edward Brooks 97 BlackstoneBoulevard Home for Aged Men 235 PromenadeStreet
336 Benefit Street Hawes,Jethro 807 Broad Street Howe, Halsey DeWolf

Hall, J. Milton 859 Broad Street Home for Aged Women 60 OrchardAvenue
200 Olney Street Hawes,RowlandC. 180 GeorgeM. CohanBoulevard Howe, WarrenF.

Hall, John J. 40 Forest Street Home InvestmentCompany 396 BlackstoneStreet
104 Ohio Avenue 45 Forest Street 427, 431 Pine Street Howick, Tom

Hall William A. Hawkins, Alexander 309 Vermont Avenue 525 Cole Avenue
- 45-53 WeybossetStreet 182 CypressStreet 303 WashingtonAvenue Howland, GeorgeW.

Hallet, IsaacN. Hawkins, GeneralandMrs. RushC. HomeopathicHospital of Rhode 20 Moore Street
283 GeorgeStreet 21 Brown Street Island Howland, John

Hall’s Building Hay, John 825 ChalkstoneAvenue 102 BenefitStreet
45-53 WeybossetStreet 36 ProspectStreet Hood Memorial Church Howland, Richard S.

Hallworth House Hay Block 126 AdelaideAvenue 69 ManningStreet
66 Benefit Street 117-135DyerStreet Hooker, Edward Hoye, PatrickF.

Halsey,ThomasLloyd Hayes,Rutherford B. 112 SuperiorStreet 232 Broadway
140 ProspectStreet 383 Benefit Street Hooker, John Hoyt, David W.

Halton, William Hazard,James 112 SuperiorStreet 40 Humboldt Avenue
39-41 HarvardAvenue 235 North Main Street Hope, Thomas Hoyt, William Sandford

Ham, William Healey,John 552 PottersAvenue 215 Bucklin Street
54 SouthStreet 409 Smith Street Hope Block Hudson,William H.

Hamlin, Samuel Hennessey,John B. 22-26 North Main Street 362 Pine Street
88 Benefit Street 209 Douglas Avenue Hope Club Huestis,Harry F.

Hammond,Jane5. 19 Mulberry Street 6 BenevolentStreet 220 Lexington Avenue
29-31 CabotStreet Henry BarnardSchool 41 WatermanStreet Hughes,Margaret J.

Hammond,John 5. 199 PromenadeStreet Hope Reservoir 475-477Hope Street
132 Transit Street Henshaw,Rt. Rev. John P.K. 316 HopeStreet Hughes,ThomasJ.

Hammond,William C. 674 WestminsterStreet Hope StreetMethodist Church 493 Hope Street
118 Daboll Street Herbert, Max F. 121 Hope Street Hull, CharlesF.

Hancock,Charles E. 237 Wan-ington Street Hopkins, Alden 10 West ParkStreet
239 AdelaideAvenue Heritage‘Building 15 Hopkins Street Humphrey, Josiah
32 WhitmarshStreet 321 SouthMain Street Hopkins,CharlesA. 118 Benefit Street

Handicraft Club HeritageFoundationof Rhode 103 ParadeStreet Humphrey,Karl
42 CollegeStreet Island Hopkins,E. A. Ill Everett Avenue

Hanley, James 199 HopeStreet 228-236Butler Avenue Humphreys,James
52-60 Pine Street 957 North Main Street Hopkins, Edwin W. 145-147BenefitStreet

Hanley Building Herrick, Asahel 529 Broadway Hunt, Dr. Annie
52-60Pine Street 236 RhodesStreet Hopkins,Esek 289 Angell Street

Harden,JamesJ. Herrick, GeorgeL. 97 Admiral Street Hunt, Mr. and Mrs. S. Foster
421-423Public Street 236 RhodesStreet [475] Branch Avenue 210 Pitman Street

Hardy,Daniel T. Hicks Boiler Works Hopkins,GeorgeS. Huntington, Henry B.
40 LauristonStreet 614 South Main Street 17 HalseyStreet 23 john Street

Harkins, Most Rev. Matthew Hidden, Walter Hopkins,SamuelHoward Huntoon, JeanetteB.
[601] River Avenue 150 Meetinu Street 189 DexterStreet 63 Manning Street

Harman,Henry W. Hill, Hiram Hopkins,Stephen Huntoon, William S.
200 Arlington Avenue 63-65 CharlesField Street 15 Hopkins Street 352-356CarpenterStreet

Harris, Adeline T. 85 PowerStreet Hopkins Square 167-169Courtland Street
425 Broadway Hill, John E. [475JBranch Avenue Hussey,GeorgeR.

Harris, Amanda C. 86 TaberAvenue Hoppin, Lorania 179 Ontario Street
48 WesleyanAvenue Hill, Thomas 66 Williams Street Hussey,Ruth

Harris, JabezG. 31 AlIens Avenue Hoppin, ThomasF. 179 Ontario Street
48 WesleyanAvenue Hillel House,Brown University 383 Benefit Street Huston, CharlesF.

Harris, StephenCushing 112 Angell Street - 950 Elmwood Avenue 183 Baker Street
311-315ThayerStreet Hillhouse Hoppin, William A. Huston, Frank J.

Harkness,Albert, 1 135 ThayerStreet 153-155 ThayerStreet 144 CongressAvenue
101 ProspectStreet Hilton, SamuelF. Horowitz, Abraham Huston, Mr. And Mrs. William R.
274 WeybossetStreet 184-188Atlantic Avenue 227 Warrington Street 309 Benefit Street

Harkness,Albert, 11 Hilton, William D. Horton,Charles Hutchins,David
5 CookeStreet 446 Broadway 334 WickendenStreet 130 Bridgham Street

Harrington, Ezra Hinkley, Frank L. Horton, Edgar K. Industrial National Bank
13 SpragueStreet 72 WatermanStreet 312 WashingtonAvenue 62 DorranceStreet

Harris, SarahP. Hoffman, Arnold Horton, EverettJ. 55 KennedyPlaza
210 Angell Street 55 CanalStreet 722 Elmgrove Avenue Ingraham,Matthew

Harris, William E. Holbrook, CharlesW. Horton, GeorgeT. 22 Benefit Street
276 Gano Street 392 Pine Street 110 John Street InternationalBraid Company

Harris, William J. Holbrook,John S. Horton, Harry M. 47 Charles Street
[23] Orchard Place 106 ProspectStreet 271 TaberAvenue 222 Daboll Street
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International Institute 300 CarpenterStreet 1 PrincetonAvenue Layden,PatrickJ.

421 Elmwood Avenue Johnson,JamesM. Kiernan, John R. 46 Grandview Street
Irons, A. B. 572 PottersAvenue 42 EastStreet LedererBuilding

92 Plainfield Street Johnson,JosephC. Kimball, JamesM. 139 MathewsonStreet
Irons, Samuel 45 Mawney Street 108 ProspectStreet LedererTheatre

1536 WestminsterStreet Johnson,Oliver King, Austen H. 201 WashingtonStreet
Irons & RussellCompany 148 Broadway 125 Camp Street Lee, Charles G.

95 ChestnutStreet Johnson& Wales College King, William J. 5, 7 EastStreet
Iselin, Hope Goddard 8 Abbott Park Place 48 CollegeStreet Lees, Frederick

38 Brown Street 123 WatermanStreet Kirby, Henry A. 160 Ohio Avenue
Ives, Anna 291 WestminsterStreet 1411 WestminsterStreet Leland, Henry M.

129 WatermanStreet 198-204WeybossetStreet Kitson, H. H. 235 PromenadeStreet
Ives, Hope Brown 274 WeybossetStreet 950 Elmwood Avenue Leonard, GeorgeC.

Brown University: Hope College Johnson,Walter H. Klapp, Lyman 52 Parkis Avenue
75 North Main Street 437 PublicStreet 217 HopeStreet Levin, Morris
78 Pearl Street Johnson,Willard Knight, Robert 21 Laurel Avenue
66 Power Street 1002 Eddy Street 271 Elmwood Avenue Lewis, DexterB.

Ives, Moses Brown Johnson, William S. Knight, Robert,Heirs 187 Benefit Street
345 BlackstoneBoulevard 243-245 Broadway 271 Elmwood Avenue Lewis, John D.
10 Brown Street Jones,John D. Knight, Webster 134 Brown Street
593 Eddy Street 16 John Street 104 PrincetooAvenue Lewis, Samuel

lves, RobedHale Jones,Mary B. - 118 PrincetonAvenue 137 ChestnutStreet
593 Eddy Street 8 Slocum Street Knight, B. B. & R. Liberty Theatre
128 North Main Street Jones,Orrin E. 299 CarpenterStreet 1017 Broad Street

Ives, Thomas Poynton 49-59 Central Street 128-134Dorrance Street Lilas, John
270-276Benefit Street JonesWarehouses Knight Memorial Library 8 JenckesStreet
66 Power Street 49-59 CentralStreet 271 Elmwood Avenue Lily Building

Ives, ThomasPoynton, Heirs Jordan, George F. Knights of Pythias, Elmwood Lodge 747-753Westminster Street
251 Benefit Street 257 MassachusettsAvenue No. 16 Lincoln, John L
257-267 Benefit Street Joslin, Henry V. A. 376 Elmwood Avenue 130-132Angell Street

Ives, Thomas Poynton, II 129 BlackstoneBoulevard Koerner’s Lunch Lincoln School
593 Eddy Street 140 BlackstoneBoulevard 18-20 Aborn Street 30 EastOrchardAvenue

Jackson, Donald E. Joslin Manufacturing Company Kresge’s Lippitt, Albert D.
66 Cooke Street 610 MantonAvenue 191 WestminsterStreet 671 Broad Street
99 PresidentAvenue 61 PonagansettAvenue Ladd, GeorgeW. 78 HudsonStreet

Jackson, Estelle R. Joslin, William 37 MawneyStreet Lippitt, Alexander Farnum
121-123BenevolentStreet 106 Courtland Street Ladd, I. Gifford 975 Hope Street

Jackson,F. Ellis 222 Elmwood Avenue I Young OrchardAvenue Lippitt, Charles
1-19 SouthMain Street 610 MantonAvenue Ladd Observatory,Brown 5-7 Charles Field Street

Jackson, Louis M. 62 PonagansettAvenue University Lippitt, Charles Warren
295 WaylandAvenue Joy Village Restaurant [451] HopeStreet 387 CharlesStreet

Jackson, Mary Ella 488 Smith Street LaFarge,John Lippitt. FrancisJ.
53 WesleyanAvenue Joyce, EdwardC. 169-171 AcademyAvenue 142 Angell Street

Jackson, Sylvester R., & Company 32 Elmgrove Avenue Lafayette, Marquis de Lippitt, Henry
301 FriendshipStreet Julliard, A. D., Company 150 Benefit Street 387 CharlesStreet

Jackson, Tobias 120 MantonAvenue 17-23 SouthCourt Street 198-200Hope Street
215 MeetingStreet Kane,Oliver LafayetteApartments 199 Hope Street

Jackson Developmentand Realty 21-23 James Street 380 Lloyd Avenue Lippitt, Moses
Company Kates, Henry E. Lake, Charles 14 John Street
8-12 BlackstoneBoulevard [3751 North Main Street 177 Transit Street Lippitt, Robert

Jacobs, Walter B. 144 Westminster Street Langrock 193 Hope Street
310 Olney Street Keach,William F. 135 ThayerStreet Lippitt. RobertLincoln

Jefferds, Charles H. 312 Morris Avenue Langrock, David T. 29 Orchard Avenue
164 Prospect Street Kelman, Abraham 135 Thayer Street Lippitt Park

Jefferson, Thomas 212-234 Saratoga Street Lansing, Willard I. 975 Hope Street
150 Benefit Street Keefe, Dr. John W. 46 ForestStreet Liscomb, Isaac
17-23 SouthCourt Street 262 BlackstoneBoulevard Lapham, Benjamin 67 PrincetonAvenue

Jefferson Street Baptist Church Keefe Surgery 354-356 Wickenden Street Lisker, Etta
60 JeffersonStreet 262 BlackstoneBoulevard Lapham, Benjamin N. 490 Angell Street

Jenckes,George Keeney, Barnaby C. 167 Power Street Lisle, Frank D.
223-225, 227-229Doyle Avenue 37 Creighton Street Lapham,Benjamin N., Heirs 59 Manning Street

Jenckes,Joseph Kelley, Bartholomew 158-172MathewsonStreet List, Albert and Vera
43 Benefit Street 5-22 GroveStreet Lapham Building 64 College Street
49 Benefit Street Kelley, Charles 158-172Mathewson Street Little, Robert B.

Jenckes,Thomas 51 CamdenAvenue Larcher,John 15-17 Wilson Street
2 Angell Street Kendrick, John E. 282 Benefit Street Littman, Samuel

Jenkins, Moses 514 Broadway LaSalleAcademy 233 Warrington Street
646 Angell Street Kendrick, John E., Jr. 1010 Smith Street Lloyd, Arthur E.

Jenkins,William 433 Broadway Lardner, Dr. Dionysus 64 WhitmarshStreet
383 Benefit Street Kennedy, James T. 128-134Dorrance Street Locke, Warren S.

Jenks, George A. 547-549Broadway Latham,JosephA. 18 Everett Avenue
372 Pine Street Kennedy’s 39 Daboll Street Locust GrovePlat

Jepherson, George 180-204WestminsterStreet LauderdaleBuilding 222 Daboll Street
376-378 Broadway Kenerson,William 144 WestminsterStreet Loew’s Theatre

Jewett, Charles C. 100 Morris Avenue Law, Charles 228 WeybossetStreet
64 WatermanStreet Kent, Amos M. 303 WashingtonStreet Logan, Leo

Jewett, EmmaK. 1041 Eddy Street Law, JamesB. 139-149Elmgrove Avenue
259 Wayland Avenue Kent, Calvin 31-33 WhitmarshStreet Loomis, William H.

Jewish Cemetery 127 Transit Street Lawson, Miles B. 21-23 Blackstone Boulevard
[401] ReservoirAvenue Kent, Nathan 669 Public Street Loramore,SamuelC.

Johnson, C. Albert 131 Transit Street Lawton, Arnold 6 Hylestead Avenue
131 Warrington Street Kettlety, C.L. 146-148, 150-152,162-164 Lothrop, FrederickL.

Johnson,JamesF. 45½ MarlboroughAvenue Colfax Street 72 KeeneStreet
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Lovecraft, Howard Phillips 38 Brown Street 380 Broadway Metcalf, Jesse
135 Benefit Street Maine, Herbert Mason,William 725 Branch Avenue
65 ProspectStreet 74 Chapin Street 136 TransitStreet II WatermanStreet

Lovegrove,William E. Majestic Theatre Mason and Okie Flat 1205] WoodwardRoad
22 Arch Street 201 WashingtonStreet Felix Street Metcalf, JesseH.

Low, Theodore F. Makepeace, Charles R. Masonic Temple 1205] WoodwardRoad
95 BlackstoneBoulevard 275 WaylandAvenue 121-123DorranceStreet Metcalf, LouisaDexter Sharpe

Low, William H. Malmstead,Gustaf T. 57 Park Street 1205] WoodwardRoad
235 Broadway 77 PrincetonAvenue Mathewson,Frank M. Metcalf, 5. 0.

Low, William H., Heirs Man, Anna Hawke 224 Bowen Street 224 Benefit Street
229 WestminsterStreet 950 Elmwood Avenue Mathewson,GeorgeA. 132 Bowen Street
243-245WestminsterStreet Man, Benjamin 30 Almy Street 182-212Meeting Street

Low, William H., Jr. 322 Benefit Street Mathewson,James Midwood, William H.
243-245Knight Street Manchester,Albert H. 78 Pearl Street 439-441 Cahill Street
229 WestminsterStreet 21 ManchesterPlace Mathewson,J. B. Milestones -

Luther, GeorgeE. Manchester, Nathaniel 71 Bradford Street 9S7] North Main Street
163 Waterman Street 43 HarknessStreet MathewsonStreet Methodist [1335] North Main Street

Luther, Edward Manchester, Willard Church Millard, Ellery
212-216Oxford Street 73-75 Comstock 389-393 Broad Street SI PrestonStreet

Luther, William H. Mansfield, Robert T. 128-130 MathewsonStreet Millard, William Ellery
65 AdelaideAvenue Manilowitz, Harry Matteson,Charles 81 PrestonStreet
212-216Oxford Street 207-209,211-213,215-217, 112 ProspectStreet Miller, Charles
356 Public Street 219-221 fewett Street Matthews,JosephC. 304 Pearl Street

Luther Brothers 25 Hollywood Road 117 SheldonStreet Miller, Elsie C.
212-216Oxford Street Mansion Park Mauran,Carlo 239-241 OaklandAvenue

Lyman, Asa [201] MesserStreet 322 Benefit Street Miller, George0.
123 Almy Street Manton, Salma 51 ThayerStreet 32 BainbridgeAvenue

Lyman, Daniel Wanton 199-219WeybossetStreet Mauran,Frank,Jr. Miller, GeorgeW.

Brown University: Lyman Manton AvenueBath House 137 Grotto Avenue 20 SackettStreet
Gymnasium 223-225MantonAvenue Mauran,Mr. & Mrs. Frank, ill Miller, Dr. and Mrs. Horace J.

Lynch, Matthew Manton AvenueGrammarSchool 109 BenefitStreet 182-212 Meeting Street
120 RobinsonStreet 917 MantonAvenue Mauran,Joseph Mills, William

Lynn, Chatherina Manton Manufacturing Company 66-72 South Main Street 1510 Westminster Street
28-30 Bernon Street 35-37, 41, 40-42, 44-46 Herschel Mauran,Joshua Minden Apartments

Lyon, Ezra F. Street 31 John Street 123 WatermanStreet
22-26 North Main Street Marathon Development 51 ThayerStreet Ming Garden
170 WatermanStreet Corporation Mauran, William L. 66-68 Kennedy Plaza

Lyon, GeorgeC. 69 Point Street 230 Arlington Avenue Ministry-at-Large Free Chapel
93 Arlington Avenue Marchant,E. W. 110 CongdonStreet 25-27 Benefit Street

Lythgoe,Joseph 324 New York Avenue Mauran-BalchBlock Miriam Hospital
106 Almy Street Marcy, Frederick I. 66-72 South Main Street 31-41 ParadeStreet

McCarthy, Catherine 8 SomersetStreet Mawney,John 164 Summit Avenue
77 Pekin Street Marden,Frank W. 135 Benefit Street Miró, Joan

McDonald, William 677 Broad Street Maynard, Frank H. 180 GeorgeStreet
25 Moore Street [45½] MarlboroughStreet 420 Angell Street Misch, Caesar

McDonald, William, Jr. Margolies, M. Price 10 Elmgrove Avenue 400 WestminsterStreet
188 BlackstoneBoulevard 225-235 HopeStreet Mead, Harry B. Mitchell, EdwardR.

McDowell, James Market House 760 Elmgrove Avenue 6 HylesteadAvenue
166 EastwoodAvenue Market Square Medical Arts Building Mitchell, GeorgeT.

McDuff, Daniel Marriott Hotel 214-218Thayer Street 7 Barnes Street
532 ChalkstoneAvenue [2] Orms Street Meehan,GeorgeV. Mitchell, John A.

MacedoniaArmenianMethodist Marsh, Henry C. 225-235Hope Street 190 Hope Street
Episcopal Church 43 Parkis Street MeetingStreet School Mollicone,Joseph
35 Ashmont Street Marshall, John 24 Meeting Street 203 WestminsterStreet

McHale, ThomasP. 18 ConstitutionStreet Mensing, GustaveF. Molter, Arthur M.
209 DouglasAvenue Martin, Ephraim 218 AdelaideAvenue 397 RochambeauAvenue

Mcintosh, Duncan D. 171 CongdonStreet Merchant,Archie W. Molter, Henry T.
171 PleasantStreet 54-56 JenkinsStreet 48 Barberry Hill 1447 WestminsterStreet

McIntosh, John C. Martin, Frank H. Merchants Bank Monahasset Mill
207 Morris Avenue 115 Bowen Street 20 WestminsterStreet 530 Kinsley Avenue

Mcintyre, Joseph B. Martin, Luther H. Merchants’ Cold Storage Moore, Samuel & Company
166 PresidentAvenue 22 KeeneStreet Warehouse 301 FriendshipStreet

Mciver, Margaret Martin, William 160 Kinsley Avenue Morgan, Henry P.
225 Orms Street 52-54 Arnold Street Merino Mill 20 BainbridgeAvenue

McKenna,James Marvel, Frederick W. 14-48 BarbaraStreet Moroney, Patrick
136 Oxford Street 425 Elmgrove Avenue 61 PonagansettAvenue 2 CookeStreet

Mackinney, Harold 281 Olney Street Merriman, C. H. Morris, Henry
215 Arlington Avenue Masar,Bradford 37 CookeStreet 566 WaylandAvenue

McKivergan, Henry 177 VerndaleAvenue Merriman, Charles Morris Plan
123-125 Atlantic Avenue Mason, Earl P. 387 Charles Street 25 CanalStreet

MacLeod, Frank N. 296 Benefit Street Merriman, E. Bruce Morrison, Hugh
290 Irving Avenue 12-61 Zone Street 60 Manning Street 243 Williams Street

McMurtry, Archie Mason,Fletcher Merriman, Harold T. Morse, Alpheus C.
41 Moore Street 20 TaberAvenue 158 GovernorStreet 42-44 Benefit Street

McNulty Hall, Johnson & Wales Mason, Henry M. Metcalf, Alfred Morse, Milton
College 128 CongdonStreet 62 Alumni Avenue 104 BenevolentStreet
198-204 WeybossetStreet Mason,Israel B. Metcalf, GeorgePierce Morton, HoseaK.

Macomber, Edward S. 571 Broad Street 66 Cooke Street 35 BlackstoneBoulevard
134 BlackstoneBoulevard 12 DartmouthStreet Metcalf, Helen Adelia Rowe Moses,FrederickT.

McOsker, FergusJ. 160 Kinsley Avenue 2 CollegeStreet 47 Barberry Hill
612 Elmgrove Avenue Mason,Nathan 11 WatermanStreet MosesBrown School

Maddock Alumni Center, Brown 33 Arnold Street Metcalf, Henry B. 250 Lloyd Avenue
University Mason,Perez 12 KeeneStreet MoshassuckSquareApartments
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[55] CharlesStreet 15 Oriole Avenue 64 Brayton Street Peck,Salisbury

400-456North Main Street Nightingale, Horatio R. Outlet Company 253 Broadway

Moss,Joseph 130 ProspectStreet 168-176WeybossetStreet Peckham,F. H.

21-23 Blackstone Boulevard Nightingale, Joseph Owen, Ezekiel 270 Weybosset Street

Mott, Jacob 357 Benefit Street 35 Larch Street Peckham,Thomas
79 Plainfield Street 245-247 SouthMain Street Owen, George 395 Benefit Street

Moulton, Benjamin P. Nolan, JamesF. 101 Dyer Street Peckham,William
50 ChanningAvenue 71 Pekin Street 9 SteepleStreet 165-169 PeaceStreet

Moulton, David P. Norman,George H. Owen, Smith Peerless
75 East OrchardAvenue 593 Eddy Street 101 Dyer Street 239 WestminsterStreet

Moulton, Edmund T. North Burial Ground 79 ProspectStreet Peirce,ChristopherA.
248 Hope Street 5 Branch Avenue 9 SteepleStreet 271 Butler Avenue

Moulton Building Noyes,John L. Owen Building PembrokeCollege,Brown
327-333WestminsterStreet 147 Bowen Street 101 Dyer Street University

Mount Calvary Church Nugent,Franklin Packard,Alpheus 5. 66 Benefit Street
364 Prairie Avenue 67 OrchardAvenue 275 Angell Street 172 Meeting Street

Mount Hope Courts Oakdale Manufacturing Company Packard Motor Car Company 182-212Meeting Street
92-98 Doyle Avenue 160 SouthWater Street 202 WashingtonStreet 300 ThayerStreet

Mowry, William A. O’Brien, Christopher Paddock,GeorgeH. PembrokeDormitory
34 MawneyStreet 267 RochambeauAvenue 63 GovernorStreet 300 ThayerStreet

Mowry, William G. R. O’Connell,Joseph Page,Martin Pendleton,Charles L.
57 Brownell Street 183 GeorgeStreet 37 GeorgeStreet - 224 Benefit Street
126 WatermanStreet O’Connor, Elizabeth Paine,Amasa 72 WatermanStreet

Mumford, Charles 234-242 PresidentAvenue 30 CoogdonStreet People’sBank
181 WatermanStreet O’Gorman, Thomas Paine& Sackett 70 Kennedy Plaza

Mumford, Emeline 215 Doyle Avenue 530 Kinsley Avenue 27 North Main Street
181 WatermanStreet O’GormanBuilding Palmer,J. H. Perkins, Fred E.

Mumford, Henry C. 217 WestminsterStreet 84 DartmouthStreet 182-184WatermanStreet
13 CushingStreet Okie, Dr. A. H. Palmer,John B. Perkins, Fred H.

Mumford, Samuel 12-61 Zone Street 69 Cooke Street 768 Elmgrove Avenue
65 ProspectStreet Old Colony Bank Palmer,Julius Perkins,Stillman

Music Mansion 54-56 WeybossetStreet 112 Fountain Street 304 Pearl Street
88 MeetingStreet Old StoneBank PalmerBlock PerkinsLand Company

NarragansettElectric Company 31 SouthMain Street 112 Fountain Street 927 WestminsterStreet
342 Eddy Street 86 SouthMain Street Pareira,Solomon 1027-1039WestminsterStreet

Nassoit-Sulzberger& Co. 110 SouthMain Street [401] ReservoirAvenue Perry, Charles E.
South Main Street Old StoneSquare Park View Apartments 155 WashingtonAvenue

Nathanson,Max 31 South Main Street 31-41 ParadeStreet Perry, Rev. John A.
66 SlaterAvenue Old StoneTower Park View Nursing Home 123 Elmwood Avenue

National ExchangeBankBuilding 40 WestminsterStreet 31-41 ParadeStreet 11 SpragueStreet
59-63 WestminsterStreet Oldfield, John Parker,Rev. Robert B. Perry, MarsdenJ.

New EnglandAcademy of Torah 216 Orms Street 67 Manning Street 62 DorranceStreet
262 BlackstoneBoulevard Olevson,John B. Parkhurst,Daniel 5. 342 Eddy Street

New England Butt Company 30 Elmway Street 178-180Elmwood Avenue 2 George Street
304 Pearl Street Olivo’s Diner Parkhurst,Edward C. 33 Power Street

New England ScrewCompany 488 Smith Street 178-180Elmwood Avenue 52 Power Street
530 North Main Street Olney, CharlesP. Paroli, FatherLuigi Perry, William H.

New England TelephoneCompany 17-19Creighton Street 470 Atwells Avenue 225 Adelaide Avenue
1096 Broad Street Olney. Frank Fuller Parker,Benjamin Peterson,Axel
234 WashingtonStreet 141 WatermanStreet 18 Elmhurst Avenue 84 IndianaAvenue

New England Yearly Meeting of Olney, StephenT. Parker, John A. Peterson,Nils
Friends 725 Branch Avenue 119 CongdonStreet 10 Elmgrove Avenue
250 Lloyd Avenue Olney,Joseph,Jr. Parsons,C. Richmond Pettey, David W.

Newberry’s 225-235Hope Street 276 George Street 100 ChesterAvenue
203 WestminsterStreet Olney StreetBaptist Church Parsons,JosephV. Pettis,Robert

Newell, Arthur W. 100 Olney Street 102 John Street 99 Lydia Street
150 Morris Avenue On LeongChineseMerchants Pastore,John 0. Phenix Iron Foundry

Newport National Bank Association 3 ExchangeTerrace 110 Elm Street
54-56 WeybossetStreet 15-25 Snow Street Patt, Frederick 123 South Street

Nichols, Irene L. OpportunitiesIndustrialization 1248 Broad Street Phillips, CharlesF.
211 WatermanStreet Center Pearce,Daniel 26 Hanover Street

Nichols, IsabelleB. 45 Hamilton Street 53 Transit Street Phillips, FrancisJ.
64 Alumni Avenue Oriental Mill Pearce,EdwardD., Jr. 71 Manning Street

Nicholson, Paul [20] Admiral Street 6 BenevolentStreet Phillips, GeorgeR.
288 BlackstoneBoulevard Ormsbee,Caleb Pearce,Earl - 340 Broadway

Nicholson,SamuelC. 407-409 Benefit Street 42-44 Benefit Street Phillips, Mrs. Gilbert
71 GeorgeStreet Ormsbee,John Pearce,Henry 236 George Street

Nicholson,William T. 151 Power Street 182 George Street Phillips, Thomas,Jr.
57 Brownell Street O’Rourke,Felix 21 Manning Street 186 WatermanStreet
23 Acorn Street 329 Ives Street Pearce,Levi Phillips LeadCompany

NicholsonFile Company O’Shaunessy,GeorgeF. 25-27 John Street 231 South Main Street
23 Acorn Street 416 Elmgrove Avenue Pearce,Nathaniel Pierce,Carrie L.

Nickerson,Henry E. Otis, SamuelA. 305 Brook Street 196 Broadway
71 PrincetonAvenue 203 AdelaideAvenue Peck,Arthur L. Pierce,Charles F.

Nickerson,Herbert D. Otis, William P. 52-54 WhitmarshStreet 39 Daboll Street
60 WhitmarshStreet 203 AdelaideAvenue Peck,Isaac Pierce,Lewis J.

Nickerson,Louisa Otto, Max E.R. 120 Transit Street 79 Plainfield Street
250 MassachusettsAvenue 120-122OaklandAvenue 132 Transit Street Pierce,Lyman

Nickerson,Lyra Brown Our Lady of Lourdes Church 325-329Transit Street 176-178CypressStreet
224 Benefit Street [RomanCatholic Peck,Joseph Pierce,Thomas,Jr.

Nightingale, George 901 Atwells Avenue 220 South Main Street 202 Broadway
59 ProspectStreet Our Lady of Mt. CarmelChurch Peck,Leander Remington Pierce,William H.

Nightingale, GeorgeC. [RomanCatholic] 184 Knight Street 16 MelroseStreet
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Pike, Au 105-107ParadeStreet 103 ParadeStreet Read,Hiram
20 SheldonStreet

Pike, Jonathan
20 SheldonStreet

Pilling, John
294 Doyle Avenue

Pinckney, Isaac
46-48 North Court Street

Pitman,Rev. John
21 GeorgeStreet

Pitts, Dr. Herman C.
65 EastOrchard Avenue

Place, John A.
29 Dover Street

‘Plain Farm
108 WebsterAvenue

Plantations Club
8 Abbott Park Place

Police Stations
Chafeeat CapronStreet
205-215FountainStreet
45 Hamilton Street
111 Plain Street

Pond, Francis M.
255 Hope Street

Pope, West
97 Williams Street

Pope, William H.
225 Power Street
II Young Orchard Avenue

Possner,Herman C.
343 Broadway

Potter, Anson
552 PottersAvenue

Potter, Asa
453 Angell Street

Potter, B. Thomas
8 StimsonAvenue

Potter, Charles
154 WatermanStreet

Potter, Charles A.
198 WatermanStreet

Potter, Edward
26 TaberAvenue

Potter, Christopher C.
480 Elmwood Avenue
80 Plenty Street

Potter, Helen K.
26 TaberAvenue

Potter, Henry A,
4-6 Avon Street

Potter, James A.
359 Broad Street

Potter, John E.
45 Arch Street-
49-51 Arch Street

Potter, John 0.
155 Power Street

Potter, JosephineE.
593 Eddy Street

Potter, Mary
47 Doyle Avenue

Potter, Prince A.
15-17 Burnett Street

Potter, Russell
26 John Street
51 ThayerStreet
55 ThayerStreet

Powder House Plat
13-53 GladstoneStreet
272-300PottersAvenue

Powder Mill Turnpike
1076 Smith Street

Powers,Laura C.
18-20 MedwayStreet

Powers,William P.
11 MedwayStreet

Prentice, George W.
514 Broadway
83-85 Tobey Street

Press, Benjamin
248 WarringtonStreet

Preston, Augustus H.

Preston, Julius H.
130 Lloyd Avenue

Preston, Walter L.
249 Hope Street

Price, Mary Emma
52 Parkis Avenue

Primavera Apartments
490 AngelI Street

Prior, Patrick
74 PleasantStreet

Prouty,John W.
39 EastGeorge Street

Providence & National Worsted
Company
166 Valley Street

Providence Art Club
7 ThomasStreet
10 ThomasStreet
11 ThomasStreet

ProvidenceAthenaeum
251 BenefitStreet

Providence Athletic Association
198-204WeybossetStreet

Providence Bank
50 South Main Street
100 WestminsterStreet

ProvidenceBoard of Trade
Market Square

Providence Chamber of Commerce
Market Square

Providence Civic Center
I LaSalle Square

Providence College
1151] Eaton Street
235 Eaton Street
[601] River Avenue

Providence County Court House
250 Benefit Street

Providence Dyeing, Bleaching and
Calendaring Company
50-54 Valley Street

Providence Foundation
203 WestminsterStreet

Providence Gas Company
80 Globe Street
100 WeybossetStreet

Providence Historic District
Commission
62 ProspectStreet

Providence Institution for Savings
179-181 Atwells Avenue
520 Elmwood Avenue -
87 Empire Street
86 SouthMain Street

Providence Insurance Company
20 WashingtonPlace

Providence Journal Company
35-69Fountain Street
203 WestminsterStreet

Providence Library Company
251 Benefit Street

Providence Lying-In Hospital
50 Maude Street

Providence Machine Company
31 AlIens Avenue

Providence Marine Corps of
Artillery
176 Benefit Street

ProvidenceMutual Fire Insurance
Company
10 Mutual Place

Providence National Bank
100 WestminsterStreet

Providence Performing Arts Center
228 WeybossetStreet

Providence Preservation Society
109 Benefit Street
24 Meeting Street
South Main Street
203 WestminsterStreet

Providence Preservation Society
Revolving Fund, Incorporated

Providence Public Library
31 CandaceStreet
271 Elmwood Avenue
150 EmpireStreet
121 Hope Street
708 HopeStreet
445 Prairie Avenue
233 Veazie Street

Providence Railroad Station
Station Place

Providence RedevelopmentAgency
525 North Main Street
SouthMain Street

ProvidenceSteamEngine Company
516-528South Main Street

Providence TelephoneCompany
112 Union Street

Providence Tool Company
148 West River Street

Providence Washington Insurance
Company
20 WashingtonPlace

Public Parks
Abbott Park Place
99 Atwells Avenue
950 Elmwood Avenue
210 PitmanStreet

Public Schools
245 Althea Street
231 Amherst Street
293 AmherstStreet
104-106BeaconAvenue
145 BeaufortStreet
1450 Broad Street
160 Bucklin Street
721 ChalkstoneAvenue
151] Courtland Street

370 Hartford Avenue
316 HopeStreet
421 HopeStreet
24 Meeting Street
158 MesserStreet
195 NelsonStreet
252 Public Street
110 Ruggles Street
101 SessionsStreet
396 Smith Street
140 Summit Avenue
26 ThayerStreet
278 ThurbersAvenue
15 Vineyard Street
770 WestminsterStreet
455 Point Street
99 Willow Street

Purkis, Robert
37 CharlesField Street
38 CharlesField Street

Radeke,Eliza C.
224 Benefit Street

Rafferty, John T.
55 CandaceStreet

Randall, Charles S.
355 Public Street

Randall, Dexter
36 Bowen Street

Randall, Shadrach
24 Edgeworth Avenue

Randall, Walter F.
130 Hamilton Street

Randall, William
33 PocassetAvenue

Randall, William
255 Vermont Avenue

Rakatansky, Benjamin
21-51 odd CroylandRoad
82-126Gordon Avenue

Rathbone, Josephine
305 Hope Street

Rausch, Anthony J.
36 WhitmarshStreet

Ray, Thomas
13-53GladstoneStreet

54-56 JenkinsStreet
17 ThayerStreet

Read,Olney
340 Pine Street

RedBridge
392 WatermanStreet

Reed, CharlesH.
55 BlackstoneBoulevard

Reed, John
57 Governor Street

Reeves,Daniel Wallis
78 Doyle Avenue

Reeves,Mr. and Mrs. Euchlin D.
93 BenevolentStreet

Register of Motor Vehicles
SeeState Office Building

Reichold, Henry W.
22 EastManningStreet

Reilly, John T.
32 CandaceStreet

Remington, Betsey R.
215 Broadway

Remington, Horace E.
170 AdelaideAvenue
91 FriendshipStreet

Remington,Horace,& Sons
Company
91 FriendshipStreet

Remington, William B.
38 Maple Street

Researchand Design Institute
I Bark Street

Reynolds, John
88 Benefit Street

Reynolds, Francis W.
73 Mawney Street

Reynolds, Frank B.
76 Adelaide Avenue

Reynolds, Grace M.
19 StimsonAvenue

Reynolds,ThomasR.
259-261 Lenox Avenue

Rhind, John Massey
25 Kennedy Plaza

Rhode Island Auditorium
1111 North Main Street

Rhode Island College
600 Mount PleasantAvenue

Rhode Island College of Education
199 PromenadeStreet

Rhode Island Company
460 Eddy Street

Rhode Island Department of Health
15 DavisStreet

Rhode Island Department of
Transportation
30 Arline Street

Rhode Island Historical Society
251 Benefit Street
110 BenevolentStreet
121 Hope Street
68 WatermanStreet
209 Williams Street

Rhode Island Hospital
593 Eddy Street

Rhode Island Hospital Trust
Company
15 WestminsterStreet
125] WestminsterStreet

Rhode Island Locomotive Works
12-61 Zone Street

Rhode Island Medical Society
106 FrancisStreet

RhodeIsland Normal School
199 PromenadeStreet
151 WeybossetStreet

Rhode Island Reds
1111 North Main Street

Rhode Island School of Design
224 Benefit Street
15 CanalStreet
55 CanalStreet
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2 College Street
62 ProspectStreet
231 SouthMain Street
11 WatermanStreet
29 WatermanStreet
42-62WatermanStreet

Rhode Island Society for the
Prevention to Cruelty to
Children
108 Doyle Avenue

Rhode Island Tool Company
148 West River Street

Rhodes, Clark
483-485 FriendshipStreet

Rhodes, Henry
101 Benefit Street

Rhodes,James
137 Linwood Avenue

Rhodes,JamesT.
367 Benefit Street

Rhodes,William C.
231 RhodesStreet

Rice, Mrs. Herbert A.
25 CookeStreet

Rice, Owen
20 TecumsehStreet

Richards, Charles P.
48 Lloyd Avenue

Richards, George A.
454 Broadway

Richards, Isaac P.
56 BeaufortStreet

Richardson, Alfred J.
506 Smith Street

Richardson, Ellen
106 BenevolentStreet
225 George Street

Richardson, James
225 George Street

Richardson, Josiah W.
14 Parkis Avenue

Richardson, Thomas
9 John Street

Richardson Hall
175 ThayerStreet

Richmond, Ephraim
347 Public Street

Richmond,C. M.
325 Valley Street
12-61 Zone Street

Richmond,GeraldM.
166 WatermanStreet

Richmond, Walter
166 WatermanStreet

Richmond, Knight C.
41 Cooke Street

Richmond Building
270 WeybossetStreet

Richmond Manufacturing
Company
325 Valley Street

Richter, Max J.
173 Benefit Street
Richter Street
SparrowStreet

Richmond, Samuel N.
22 Bowen Street

Richton International Corporation
167 Point Street

Rickard, GeorgeA.
865 Eddy Street

Rising, Emma
153-157MedwayStreet

Riverside Mills
50 Aleppo Street

Robertson, Louis E.
60 Stimson Avenue

Robertson, Mary Calder
50 StimsonAvenue

Robertson, R. Austin
50 StimsonAvenue

Robinson, Charles Alexander
12 KeeneStreet

Robinson, George W.
242 Adelaide Avenue

RobinsonGreenBeretta
383 Benefit Street

Rochambeau,Comte de
Summit Avenue

Rockefeller, John D.
Brown University: Rockefeller
Hall

Rockefeller, John D., Jr.
110 BenevolentStreet
Brown University, Rockefeller
Hall
75 North Main Street
10 ProspectStreet

Rodman, William H.
37 MawneyStreet

Roelker, William C.
37 GeorgeStreet

Itoffee, Caleb
92 Williams Street

Roger Williams Baptist Church
201 Woodward Road

Roger Williams Finishing
Company
27 DrydenLane

Roger Williams Housing Project
198 ThurbersAvenue

Roger Williams National Memorial
Park
150 North Main Street

Roger Williams Park
950 Elmwood Avenue

Rogers,Charles D.
120 Olney Street

Rogers,Everett I. and Laura F.
35 OrchardAvenue

Rogers,Frank K.
16 Irving Avenue

Rogers,Horatio
264 Bowen Street

Rogers,Randolph
Kennedy Plaza: Exchange Place
Mall

Roitman’s
160 South Main Street

Rope Walk Plat
5-7 EastStreet
100, 102 John Street

Rose, Isaac
514 BlackstoneBoulevard

Rosen,Sigmund
156-170Dudley Street

Rounds,GeorgeA.
135, 139, 143 JohnsonStreet

Rounds,John M.
20 Humboldt Avenue

Rowley,James
39 Lorimer Avenue

Rumford ChemicalWorks
231 South Main Street

Russell,Charles A.
83 Loring Avenue

Russell, Mrs. Henry C.
10 Brown Street

Russell, Hope
129 WatermanStreet

Russell,Joseph
118 North Main Street

Russell, William
118 North Main Street

Sabin, William R.
100 John Street

Sackett, Frederick M.
177 George Street

Sackett, George 0.
37 Arlington Avenue

Safford, Albert
73-75 BeaconAvenue

Safford, William
73-75 BeaconAvenue

St. Adelbert’s ChurchRoman
Catholic]

860 Atwells Avenue
St. Ann’s ChurchRoman Catholic]

280 Hawkins Street
St. Augustine’sChurch [Roman

Catholic]
639 Mount PleasantAvenue

St. Charles Borromeo Church
[RomanCatholic]
178 DexterStreet

St. Dunstan’sSchool
88 Benefit Street

St. Edward’s Church [Roman
Catholic
979-999Branch Avenue

St. Elizabeth’sHome
109 Melrose Street

St. FrancisFriary
262 BlackstoneBoulevard

St. James Church [Episcopal]
402 Broadway

St. John’sChurch [Episcopal]
144 Benefit Street
271 North Main Street

St. John’sLodge of Masons
Market Square

St. John’sSociety [Roman Catholic]
1 78 Dexter Street

St. John’sChurch [RomanCatholic]
352 Atwells Avenue

St. Joseph’sChurch [Roman
Catholic]
86 HopeStreet
75 John Street

St. Maria’sHome
1 25 GovernorStreet

St. Martin’s Church [Episcopal]
60 OrchardAvenue

St. Mary’s Academyof the
Visitation
29 BainbridgeAvenue

St. Mary’s Church [Roman
Catholic]
536 Broadway
538 Broadway

St. Michael’s Church [Roman
Catholic]
251 Oxford Street

St. Michael’s School
141-151Gordon Avenue

St. Michael’s Church [Roman
Catholic]
251 Oxford Street

St. Michael’s Total Abstinenceand
BenevolentSociety
212--216Oxford Street

St. Patrick’s Church [Roman
Catholicj
244 Smith Street

St. Patrick’s Cemetery [Roman
Catholic]
[245j DouglasAvenue

St. Paul’sEvangelicalLutheran
Church
445 Elmwood Avenue

St. Paul’s Methodist Episcopal
Church
364 Prairie Avenue

St. Pius Church [Roman Catholic]
[230] EatonStreet
49 Elmhurst Avenue

St. Sebastian’sChurch [Roman
Catholic]
39-57 Cole Avenue

St. Stephen’sChurch [Episcopal]
400 Benefit Street
114 GeorgeStreet
26 ThayerStreet

St. Vartanantz Armenian Apostolic
Church
402 Broadway

Sts. Sahagand Mesrob Armenian
Apostolic Church
60 JeffersonStreet

Salisbury, Duty S.
265 Elmwood Avenue

Salisbury,ErnestF.
51 EastOrchardAvenue

Salisbury, Levi
131 WatermanStreet

Salisbury, Luther
50 Forest Street

Salisbury,Sylvester
425 Benefit Street

Salmon, Francis
267-271 WeybossetStreet

SalvationArmy of RhodeIsland
382-386Broad Street

Sampson,Charles A.
259 Ohio Avenue

Samuels,Joseph
249 BlackstoneBoulevard
593 EddyStreet
168-176WeybossetStreet

Samuels,Leon
168-176WeybossetStreet

Sanford, Addie H. Mrs.
41 Almy Street

Sapinsley,Milton
270 Laurel Avenue

Sarle, 0. Perry
263 Morris Avenue

Sawin, Eugene M.
9, 15 WesleyanAvenue

Sayles,Frank A.
182-212MeetingStreet

Saytes, Leroy A.
254 AdelaideAvenue

Sayles,William Clark
Brown University: SaylesHall

Sayles,William F.
103 ProspectStreet

Schmid,Albert J.
100 Elmgrove Avenue

Schmid,Emilie
9 Linden Street

Schofield,William A.
263 Olney Street

Schonhardt, Henri
ExchangeTerrace:City Hall Park

School for Dependent and
NeglectedChildren
600 Mount PleasantAvenue

Schott, John N.
183-185 Brown Street
67-69 Keene Street

Schreiber, Charles
36 Lenox Avenue

Schubarth,Niles B.
49 CommonStreet

SciencesLibrary, Brown University
197 ThayerStreet

Scott, Wilbur A.
396 BlackstoneStreet

Scott, Willard B.
149-153Camp Street

Seamans,Nathan
15 Arnold Street

Searcy,Mary
136 Oxford Street

Searle, James A.
973 Broad Street

Sears, Lorenzo
163 Butler Avenue

SecondChurch of Christ Scientist
244 Elmwood Avenue

SecondUniversalist Church
151 WeybossetStreet

Serpa, Rev. Antonio
207 Wickenden Street

"Shakspeare Hall"
128-134DorranceStreet

Shakespeare’sHead
21 MeetingStreet

Shantey, Patrick
65 Bernon Street

Sharpe,Ellen Dexter
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87 ProspectStreet
Sharpe,Henry D.

235 PromenadeStreet
84 ProspectStreet

Sharpe,Lucien
130-132Angell Street
135 Angell Street

Sharpe, Mary Elizabeth
Mrs. Henry D.
301 Benefit Street
India Point Park
84 ProspectStreet
1-19 South Main Street

Shaw, Edwin
131 SheldonStreet

Shaw, Frederick E.
126 Melrose Street

Shatkin, Simon
252 FreemanParkway

Sheehan,John
51 FreemontStreet

Sheldon, Charles M.
177-181 Bridgham Street

Sheldon, J. A.
161 Orms Street

Sheldon, Nicholas
21 SheldonStreet

Sheldon, Rebecca0.
8 Stimson Avenue

SheldonStreetBaptist Church
10 East Street

Shepard, John
259 WestminsterStreet

Shepard’s
259 WestminsterStreet

Sheppard, Frank M.
63 CypressStreet

Sherman, Edward W.
68 Arnold Street

Sherman, GeorgeR.
49 ForestStreet

Sherman, Mathew J.
210 Laurel Avenue

Sherman,NehemiahK.
514 Broad Street

Sherman, Samuel
142-144 Lenox Avenue

Sherman,William
146 West River Street

Sherman, William H.
236 Atlantic Avenue

Shore,Jacoband Pearl
48 Harwich Road

Silver Spring Bleachingand
Dyeing Company
387 CharlesStreet

Simmons, F. W. & Co.
737-739CranstonStreet

Simmons, Franklin
950 Elmwood Avenue

Simmons, Josiah
167 Power Street

Simmons, James P.
51 BlackstoneBoulevard

Simmons,Marion P.
327-333WestminsterStreet

Sisson,Charles A.
475-477 HopeStreet

Sisson, David
80 Plenty Street

Sisson,IsaacH.
44 Lillian Avenue

Skerry, John A.
127-129 PrincetonAvenue

Stack, Warren J.
1252 WestminsterStreet

Slade, George
38-52 WashingtonStreet

Slade, Jonathon B.
57 Larch Street
Slade, Hannah T.

76 ComstockAvenue
Slade’s Building

38-52 WashingtonStreet
Slater, Alpheus B.

359 BlackstoneStreet
251 Rhodes Street

Slater, Horatio N.
66 Benefit Street
Brown University: SlaterHall

Slater, John
66 Benefit Street

Slater, John F.
613 Angell Street
646 Angell Street

Slater, Ruth
359 BlackstoneStreet
251 Rhodes Street

Slater, Samuel
31 AlIens Avenue

Slater, William S.
613 Angell Street
646 Angell Street
54 CollegeStreet

Smith, A. W.
62 Barrows Street

Smith, Albert
113 Oakland Avenue

Smith, Allen B.
326 Smith Street

Smith, Amos
236 GeorgeStreet

Smith, Charles Sidney
172 DaboIl Street

Smith, Charles W.
325 Angell Street

Smith, EmmaJ.
98 Congdon Street

Smith, The Rev. Francis
35 Benefit Street

Smith, Frank H.
238 Warrington Street

Smith, George H.
603 Broad Street
77 PrincetonAvenue

Smith, George M.
165 Hope Street

Smith, George Sharpe
125 PrincetonAvenue

Smith, George William
356 BlackstoneStreet

Smith, H. Stanton
225-235Hope Street

Smith, Col. Henry
133 Smith Street

Smith, James Y.
222 Daboll Street

Smith, John
252 RhodesStreet

Smith, John L.
129 Waverly Street

Smith, John P.
40-42 Dexter Street

Smith, Marjorie Brown
225-235Hope Street

Smith, Robert E.
601 Broad Street

Smith, SamuelN.
68 KeeneStreet

Smith, Sheffield
334 Smith Street

Smith, William
17 BenedictStreet

Smith, William
18 JamesStreet

Smith Building
57-59 Eddy Street

Snow, Ann Eliza
265 Gano Street

Snow, George M.
305 Hope Street

Snow, Rev. Joseph, Jr.
WestminsterStreet
300 WeybossetStreet

Snow,Thomas B.
366 BlackstoneStreet

Society of Friends
250 Lloyd Avenue
99 Morris Avenue

Soldiersand Sailors Monument
Kennedy Plaza:ExchangePlace
Mall

Somes,Fred C.
495 Lloyd Avenue

Sons of Abraham Synagogue
364 Prairie Avenue

Soren, Harry
212-234SaratogaStreet

Sorrentino, Vincent
141 FreemanParkway

Soule, John
223-225,227-229Doyle Avenue

South Baptist Church
747 Broad Street

Southwick, Andrew S.
205 Linwood Avenue

South Side Jewish Community
Center
45 Hamilton Street

Speidet, Albert
70 Ship Street

Speidel,Edwin
70 Ship Street

SpeidelChain Company
70 Ship Street

Spence, Alexander
309 Vermont Avenue

Spence,Rachel
309 Vermont Avenue

Spicer, George T.
401 Broadway

Spink, Benjamin W.
243-245Broadway

Spitz, A. A.
409-411 Broadway

Sprague,Byron
I Young Orchard Avenue

Sprague, Charles H.
17 Arch Street
44 StimsonAvenue

Sprague, David
263 Public Street

Sprague, Henry
100 ProspectStreet

Sprague, A. & W.
128-134DorranceStreet

Stafford, Charles L.
41 Arlington Avenue

Stanley, Alonzo W
28 Arch Street
71 Burnett Street

Stanley, Edward
71 Burnett Street
117 ComstockAvenue

Staples,Samuel
50 Benefit Street
52 Benefit Street

Staples, William R.
75 Benefit Street

Star Market
525 North Main Street

Stark, Charles L.
45 Chapin Street

Starr, Dr. Samuel
206 WatermanStreet

State Office Building
133 Smith Street

State House, RhodeIsland
150 Benefit Street
90 Smith Street

State Pier
242 AlIens Avenue

Stead,ThomasJ.
199-219 WeybossetStreet

Steedman,Mary Batch Lippitt
271 Angell Street

Steer,Cyprian
21-23 JamesStreet

Steere,ErastusN.

551-553ChalkstoneAvenue
50 CommonStreet

Steere, Franklin A.
7-9 Benefit Street

Steere, Henry J.
101 Benefit Street
725 Branch Avenue
81 Wild Street

Steere, John
970 Eddy Street

Steere, Jonah
122 Benefit Street

Steere, Mabel L.
161 Carr Street

Steere, Wendell W.
84-86 Cabot Street

Steere Worsted Mill
81 Wild Street

Steib, John
38 CongdonStreet

Steinert, Albert
230 Arlington Avenue
366 Olney Street

StephensApartments
315 Elmwood Avenue

Sterling Service Oil Company
221 Smith Street

Stillwell, Daniel
404-408Benefit Street

Stimson, Emily
300-302Angell Street

Stimson,John J.
300-302Angell Street
StimsonAvenue

Stiness,John H.
11 Halsey Street

Stone,Charles Moulton
260 Bowen Street

Stone,Henry P.
147 ParadeStreet

Stone,PardonM.
536 Broadway

Stone,Susan
147 ParadeStreet

StrandTheatre
85 WashingtonStreet

Studley, Abraham
24 SheldonStreet

Studley, J. Edward
451 Broadway

Sturges,Howard 0.
47 ManningStreet

Sturges,Rush
47 ManningStreet
52 Power Street

Sullivan, Alice Banigan
259 WaylandAvenue
236 WestminsterStreet

Sullivan, Edward J.
45 Balton Road

Sullivan, James E.
214-218ThayerStreet
259 WaylandAvenue

Sullivan, James0.
47-49 GovernorStreet

Sullivan, Margaret
214-218ThayerStreet

Sullivan, Robert
214-218ThayerStreet

Sully, Daniel J.
406 Brook Street

Summerfield Company
274 WeybossetStreet

Sutton,Edward
48 Lloyd Avenue

Sutton, John A.
631 Angell Street

Swan, Stephen B.
371 SharonStreet

Swan Point Cemetery
585 BlackstoneBoulevard

Sweet,Ansel
359 Cahill Street
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174 Potters Avenue Thurston, Benjamin Tucker, Jonathan Wales, William H.
Sweet,Menzies 30 Stimson Avenue 200, 206 Smith Street 981 Narragansett Boulevard

12 Arnold Street 150 WatermanStreet Tuipe, JosephH. Walker, H. E.
Sweetland, William H. Thurston, ft. L. 68-72 Ninth Street 54 Oriole Avenue

475-477 HopeStreet 516-528South Main Street Turks HeadBuilding Walker, P. Francis
Swift, Frank H. Tierney, James P. 7-17 WeybossetStreet 125 ParadeStreet

37 Whitmarsh Street 275 Olney Street Turner, Edwin Walker, Robert L.
Tabor, SamuelP. Tiffany & Company 37 Greene Street 200 Blackstone Boulevard

87 Blackstone Boulevard 175 Mathewson Street Turner, James M. Walker, W. Howard
Taft, Robert W. Titden-Thurber 26 Larch Street 111 Everett Avenue

154 Hope Street 292 Westminster Street Tuttle, John H. Wall, Ashbel T.
Taft, Royal C. Tilley, William J. 275 Washington Avenue 145 Blackstone Boulevard

165 Hope Street 135 Transit Street Union Baptist Church 162 Clifford Street
Talbot, Mr. and Mrs. William R. Tillinghast, George H. 10 East Street Walling. Nelson

209 Williams Street 130 Arlington Avenue Union PaperCompany 137 Doyle Avenue
Tallman, Esek Tillinghast, J. W. [20] Admiral Street Walnut Grove

433 Pine Street 150 Lloyd Avenue Union Railroad Company 600 Mount PleasantAvenue
Tappan, Josiah Tillinghast, James 215 Bucklin Street Walsham, Josiah

236 Lockwood Street 268 Angell Street Union Station 282 Williams Street
Tattersall, John Tillinghast, Jeremiah 4 Exchange Terrace Walton, William H.

171 PleasantStreet 401 Benefit Street Union Trust Company 289 Broadway
Taylor, Henry 68 Transit Street 62 DorranceStreet Walworth, Mr. and Mrs. A. C.

192 Stanwood Street Tillinghast, Joseph United Baptist Church 175 Thayer Street
Taylor, Henry 10 James Street 530 Smith Street Wanskuck Co.

66-68 Woodbine Street 403 South Main Street United Department Stores 725 Branch Avenue
70 Woodbine Street Tillinghast, Lloyd A. 168-176WeybossetStreet 1115 Douglas Avenue

Taylor, Kathleen 299 Westminster Street United Electric Railway 304 Pearl Street
163 WatermanStreet Tiltinghast, MasonW. 546 Prairie Avenue Shiloh Street

Tempest, Joseph, Heirs l65-l67 Briggs Street United Presbyterian Church 15-97 Winchester Street
49 Forest Street 169 Briggs Street 619 Chalkstone Avenue 21-28 Winchester Street

Temple, Timothy Tillinghast Building United States Finishing Company 64-66 Winchester Street
18 GeorgeStreet 299 WestminsterStreet 387 CharlesStreet 114-121WinchesterStreet

Temple Beth El Tillinghast Burial Ground 325 Valley Street 158 Woodward Road
688 Broad Street [398J Benefit Street United States Gutta Percha Paint 201 Woodward Road
68-72Orchard Avenue Tingley, Henry Company WanskuckPark

Temple Beth David 144 PowerStreet 8-12 Dudley Street [205] Woodward Road
145 Oakland Avenue Tingley, Samuel University Club Ward, Eliza

Temple Beth Shalom 22 BenevolentStreet 219 Benefit Street 2 GeorgeStreet
100 RochambeauAvenue Tingley, Sylvanus University Heights Warren,CharlesH.

Temple Emanu El 22 BenevolentStreet 525 North Main Street 168 GovernorStreet
295 Morris Avenue Tocci, Louis, Pfc. Updike, Walter W. Ward, Walter

Temple Street School 470 Atwells Avenue Princeton Avenue 56 Cooke Street
252 Public Street Tockwotten Home - Uptown Theatre Washington, George

Terminal WarehouseCompany 180 George M. Cohan Boulevard 264-270 Broadway 150 Benefit Street
336 AlIens Avenue Tomkins, Floyd, Jr. Valeau, Henry 15 Hopkins Street

TesteBlock 234 Wayland Avenue 130 Moore Street Washington Street
84-88 DorranceStreet Towne Street Valentine, William 41 WatermanStreet

Tetlow, Edwin North Main Street 80 Plenty Street Washington Apartments
116 Chester Avenue South Main Street Valley Worsted Mill 98 Irving Avenue

Textron, Incorporated Townsend, John A. 45 Eagle Street Washington Insurance Company
70 Ship Street 127 Power Street Van Wickle, AugustusStout 20 WashingtonPlace
166 Valley Street 133 Power Street Brown University WashingtonPark Methodist
40 Westminster Street Townsend, Solomon Vaughan, Benjamin F. Church

Thayer, George W. 35 CharlesField Street 225 Adelaide Avenue 1520 Broad Street
167 Prospect Street Tourtellot, Asa Vaughan, William P. Wasserman, Gilbert and Beatrice

Third Baptist Church 43 I-larknessStreet 1 MedwayStreet 110 HartshornRoad
10 EastStreet Toy Theatre 182-184WatermanStreet Waterman,Emily

Thompson,E. 260 ThayerStreet 195 WatermanStreet 219 Benefit Street
22-26 North Main Street Treadwell, Jonathon Veazie, Joseph Waterman,John

Thompson,E. K. 42 North Court Street 11 Benefit Street 18 PonagansettAvenue
22-26 North Main Street Trinity Baptist Church Verrazzano,Giovanni da 61 PonagansettAvenue

Thompson,GeorgeS. 213 DorchesterAvenue 1-19 South Main Street Waterman,Rufus
428 Pine Street Trinity Battery ServiceBuilding Vesta Knitting Mill 188 Benefit Street

Thompson, James 342 Broad Street Imperial Place 219 Benefit Street
70 Laurel Avenue Trinity SquareRepertoryCompany VeteransMemorial Auditorium 100 North Main Street

Thompson, John H. 201 Washington Street 57 Park Street 110 Waterman Street
108 Doyle Avenue Trinity United Methodist Church Viall, GeorgeR. Waterman,Stephen,I

Thompson, Launt 389-393 Broad Street 292-294Washington Avenue 179-189WeybossetStreet
ExchangeTerrace:City Hall Park Tripp, Abial Viall, William A. Waterman,Stephen,II

Thresher,Henry C. 83-85 Hope Street 151 ThayerStreet 515-517,519-521 Angell Street
30-32 ChestnutStreet Tripp, John S. Waite, William H. 70 Stimson Avenue

Thurber,Celia 225 AdelaideAvenue 30-32 ChestnutStreet Watson,Edward L.
196 Broadway Troup, John E. 14 Parkis Avenue 400 Angell Street

Thurber,FrederickB. 477 Broadway Waite-ThresherCompany Watson,Robert
518 Cole Avenue 478 Broadway 30-32 ChestnutStreet 97 Angell Street
292 WestminsterStreet Trowbridge, FrancineR. Walch, Charles L. Watson,ThomasA.

Thurber,Hope 372 Broadway 55 Alverson Avenue 107 SheldonStreet
196 Broadway Truman, John Walcott, Erastus Wayland,Francis

Thurber,L. H. 73 Transit Street 227 Irving Avenue 128 North Main Street
28 Dover Street Tucker, GeorgeE. Waldron,David WaylandBuilding

Thurber,William G. 309 Ohio Avenue 37 BlackstoneBoulevard 128 North Main Street
526 Cole Avenue Tucker, Mr. and Mrs. John H. Waldron, Harry A. WaylandManor Hotel
292 WestminsterStreet 231 GeorgeStreet 9 StimsonAvenue 500 Angell Street
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Weeden, Stephen R. White, Stillman Williams, Betsey 126 Adelaide Avenue
30 Pratt Street 1 Bark Street 950 Elmwood Avenue Woods, Anne Brown Francis

Weisman, Minnie 107 Park Street Williams, Dr. Horace 62 Prospect Street
142-144OaklandAvenue White, Willis H. 196 Broadway 150 WestminsterStreet

Weiss, Harry 289 Highland Avenue Williams, Joseph Woods, John Carter Brown
964-970Broad Street Whitford, GeorgeW. 43 Calder Street 62 ProspectStreet
974-984Broad Street 48 BarnesStreet Williams, Peleg Woods, Marshall

Westcott, Charles E. 54 Barnes Street 312 South Main Street 62 Prospect Street
51 Chapin Avenue Whitford, Silas B. Williams, Rebekah Woodward,William, Jr.

West, George J. 185 Broadway 312 SouthMain Street 26 JamesStreet
95 RoanokeStreet Whiting. SarahT. Williams, Roger WoonasquatucketPrint Works

West Side Club 311 Angell Street 109 BenefitStreet 325 Valley Street
1027-1039WestminsterStreet Whitman,Jacob 150 North Main Street Woolworth’s

Westcott, Slade & Balcom 7-17 WeybossetStreet Williams, Stephen 185-187 WestminsterStreet
38-52 WashingtonAvenue Whitman,Sarah Helen 16 McClellan Street Workman’s Compensation

Westminster Unitarian Church 88 Benefit Street Willson, Edmund R. 25 Canal Street
126 AdelaideAvenue 140 Power Street 88 CongdonStreet World War I Monument

WeybossetStreetComfort Station Whitman, Mrs. ThomasA. Wilson, Edmund Memorial Square
Opposite219 WeybossetStreet 125-129Moore Street 397 MontgomeryAvenue Wriston, Henry M.

WeybossetMills Whitmarsh,Edwin B. Wilson, GeorgeF. Brown University
34 Dike Street 27 Whitmarsh Street Brown University: Wilson Hall Brown University: Wriston
244 Oak Street Whitmarsh,H. A. Wilson, Rufus R. Quadrangle

WeybossetPureFood Market 102 ProspectStreet 240 HopeStreet Yaffa, Isaac
199-205 WaylandAvenue WhitmarshApartments Wilson, William E. 224-226OaklandAvenue

What CheerGarage 86 WhitmarshStreet 225 Morris Avenue Yandell, Enid
160 Benefit Street Wiesel, Nathan Winslow, Winthrop ExchangeTerrace:City Hall Park

What CheerMutual Fire Insurance 5-7, 9-11, 10-12,22-24 Croyland 750 Elmgrove Avenue Yeomans,Amos D.
Company Road Winsor,JamesB. 216 Orms Street
229 WatermanStreet Wightman, Daniel G. 236 Knight Street

Youlden, GeorgeA.Wheaton,Samuel B. 414 Benefit Street Winsor,JamesW.
957-969 Eddy Street107 Angell Street Wightman,William B. 106 Courtland Street 12-52 GlenhamStreetWhedlock,Charles A. 225 Knight Street Winsor, Olney 291-303 PottersAvenue234 WaylandAvenue 416 EatonStreetWilcox, Dutee 481-501 Public StreetWinsor, S. A.Wheeler, Mary C.

42 WeybossetStreet
150-152 Courtland Street 296 WashingtonAvenue216 Hope Street

Wilcox Building Young, Allen P.Wheeler School
42 WeybossetStreet Winsor & Brown Gun Manufactory 184 Camp Street216 Hope Street

Wilkinson, Abraham 63 Central Street Young, EdwardM.Whipple, Henry E.
20 SheldonStreet Winsor-Swan-WhitmanFarm 22-26 North Main Street126 Courtland Street 416 EatonStreet Young. Nicholas B.Whipple, John Wilkinson, George

Witherby, Constance 73 ManningStreet54 CollegeStreet 153 Ontario Street
210 PitmanStreet Young. Frederick R.Whippte, Joseph Wilkinson, Isaac

271 North Main Street 20 SheldonStreet Wood, ElizabethC. 814 Broad Street

Whitaker, Thomas Willard, Emery 72 ManningStreet YoungMen’s Christian Association
67 GeorgeStreet 404-408Benefit Street Wood, C. B. 160 Broad Street

White, Elbert E. Willey, John D. 226 Lowell Avenue 448 Hope Street
214 Olney Street 76 Pitman Street Wood,John B. Young Women’s Christian

White, JosephJ. Willey, John M. 413-417 Pine Street Association
102 Laurel Avenue 465 Morris Avenue Wood, William 250 WashingtonStreet

White, Josephine Williams, Abigail 56 CookeStreet Zeman, BernardR.
737-739CranstonStreet 43 Abbott Street Wood, William H. 40 Loring Avenue

White, Reginald1. Williams, Alfred 15 Trask Street Zietz, Mortyn K.
323 Laurel Avenue 41 WhitmarshStreet Woodbury Memorial Chapel 195 Lorimer Avenue
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VII. INDEX TO
ARCHITECTS
AND BUILDERS

Thisproperty-specificindex
lists propertiesincludedin the
inventory by their designers.
Architects and builders are
listed alphabetically by last
name; firms are listed alpha
betically by the last name of
the principal whose name
comesfirst in the firm’s name.
Birth and death dates are
given when known following
the individual’s name. For ar
chitectural firms, the princi
pals in the firm when known
are listed below the firm’s
name. Individuals who prac
ticed in more than one firm
and firms that evolved
throughseveralprincipalsare
cross referencedto provide a
wide scopefor the given indi
vidual or firm. The properties
are listed under the firm’s or
individual’s namein the order
they appearin the inventory,
alphabeticallyby streetandin
ascending numerical order.
This list doesnot attempt to
be comprehensivefor any ar
chitector builder andincludes
only buildings listed in the in
ventory; demolished build
ings are generally not in
cluded.

Attribution of propertiesto
architects is basedon docu
mentary evidence. Chief
amongtheseare the city’s In
tention to Build permits.Also
included are records of the
Rhode Island Chapterof the
American Institute of Archi
tects, newspaperarticles, di
aries, office papers,andarchi
tectural drawings and ren
derings.Only occasionallyare
buildings attributedto an in
dividual basedon circumstan
tial evidence,and theseattri
butions are noted with a
questionmark.

Adams, John Howard 1876-1924
See also Jackson,Robertson& Adams

542 Potters Avenue 1912-13:
Church of the Epiphany
Parish House

Albert, Dennis 1947-
1392 Westminster Street 1977:

Addition to Silas B. Brown
House

Aldrich, William T. 1880-1966
25 Balton Road1929: Frederick

Bodell House
224 Benefit Street 1926: Mu

seumof Art, Rhode Island of
Design

66 Cooke Street 1935: Donald
E. JacksonHouse

768 Elmgrove Avenue 1929:
Fred H. Perkins House

950 Elmgrove Avenue 1924:

Roger Williams Park Temple
of Music

55 Power Street 1922: Rush
SturgesHouse

Andrews, Jacques & Rantoul
Andrews, Robert Day 1857-1928
Jacques,Herbert1857-1916
Rantoul, AugustusNeal 1864-1934

132 Bowen Street1891: Stephen
0. Metcalf House

182- Meeting Street 1910: Pem
212 brokeCollege,Brown Univer

sity, Miller Hall
182- Meeting Street 1919: Pem
212 brokeCollege,Brown Univer

sity, Metcalf Hall
Andrews, Jones, Briscoe &
Whitmore
Andrews, RobertDay 1857-1928

8 Abbott Park Place1926-27:
PlantationsClub

182- Meeting Street 1926: Pem
212 brokeCollege,Brown Univer

sity, Alumnae Hall
Angell, E. L.

99 Willow Street 1875: Willow
StreetElementarySchool

Angell & Swift
Angell, Frank W. 1851-1943
Swift, Frank H. 1860-1936
See also Gould, Angell & Swift

170 Adelaide Avenue 1899:
Horace E. Remington House

106 Benevolent Street 1901:
Ellen RichardsonHouse

182 George Street 1898: Henry
PearceHouse

21 ManningStreet1898: Henry
PearceCarriageHouse

332 Olney Street 1902: Richard
Henry Deming House

336 Olney Street 1902: Richard
Henry Deming House

75 Orchard Avenue 1900:
Henry W. Harvey House

104, PrincetonAvenue 1897:
118 WebsterKnight House& Car

rige House
275 Westminster Street 1914:

Cherry & Webb Building
168- WeybossetStreet1913-14,
176 1921: Additions to Outlet

CompanyBuilding
37 Whitmarsh Street ca, 1901:

Frank Swift House
The Architects Collaborative
Fletcher,Norman C. 1917-
Harkness,John C. 1916-
Harkness,SarahP.
McMillen, Louis A. 1916-
Brooker, Richard I. 1927-
Cvijanovic, Alexander1923-
Callagher,Herbert K.
Geddis, William J.
Kluver, Roland
Morton, PeterW. 1924-
Payner, Harry Morse, Jr. 1922-

770 WestminsterStreet1966-70:
JamesL. Hanley Educational
Center

Banning, Edwin T.
Seealso Banning & Thornton

950 Elmwood Avenue 1896-97:
Roger Williams Park Casino

Banning & Thornton
Banning. Edwin T.

688 Broad Street 1911: Temple
Beth El

Barker & Turoff
Turoff, Henry 1898-1973

323 Laurel Avenue 1940: Regi
nald I. White House

164 Summit Avenue 1950-52:

Additions to JewishOrphan
age for Miriam Hospital

Barnes, Edward Larrabee 1915-
31 South Main Street 1982-85:

Old StoneSquare
Bates, Levi D.

Zone Street 1866-67: Burn-
side Row

Beckman, Blydenburgh & Associat
Beckman,Ralph 1946-
Blydenburgh.Geoffrey1948-

69 Point Street 1980-82:Davol
Square

Belluschi, Pietro 1899-
42- Waterman Street 1955-57:
62 Dormitories, Rhode Island

School of Design
Boss,Jeremiah
1228 WestminsterStreet1825-26:

JeremiahBoss House
Boss,Peleg
1208 WestminsterStreetca. 1826:

PelegBoss House
BostonBridge Works

Point Street 1926-27: Point
StreetBridge

BowermanBrothers
162 Clifford Street 1908: AT.

Wall Co. Building
Brown,GeorgeH.

29 Barnes Street 1868: Ben
jamin H, GladdingHouse

Brown,Joseph1733-85
Market Square1773: Market
House

75 North Main Street 1775:
First Baptist MeetingHouse

52 PowerStreet?1786-88:John
Brown House

50 South Main Street 1774:
JosephBrown House

Bryant, Gridley JamesFox 1816-99
119 Benefit Street1862: George

R. Drowne House -
Bucklin, JamesC. 1801-80
Seealso Tal/nian & Buck/in

42- Benefit Street 1827: Earl
44 PearceHouse
66 Benefit Street1828: Clarke

SlaterHouse
150 Benefit Street 1867-68: Ad

dition to theOld State House
176 Benefit Street1839-40:Ben

efit StreetArsenal
251 Benefit Street 1868:

Alterations to Providence
Athenaeum

585 Blackstone Boulevard 19th
century: Tombstones at
SwanPoint Cemetery
Brown University
Manning Hall
Brown University
RhodeIsland Hall

333 Bucklin Street 1865:
Railroad Co. Depot,
and Car Barn
Charles Field Street
Hiram Hill House
Dorrance Street
‘ShakspeareHall"

63-
65

128-
134
117-
135
530

68

Dyer Street 1867: Hay
Block
Kinsley Avenue1868: Mono
hassetMill
Waterman Street 1844:
Rhode Island Historical Soci
ety Cabinet

130 Westminster Street 1828:
Arcade

300 WeybossetStreet 1836: Re
modeling of BeneficentCon
gregationalChurch

Budlong, William C.
46 Sheldon Street 1828:

William G. Budlong House
50 SheldonStreet 1828: David

Hall House
Cady, GeorgeWaterman 1825-1906

111 Park Street 1867: David A.
CleavelandHouse

180- Westminster Street 1876:
204 DorranceBuilding
206- Westminster Street 1876:
208 GaspeeBuilding
228- WestminsterStreet1870:
232 BurgessBuilding
171- WeybossetStreetca. 1893:
173 FletcherBuilding

Cady,John Hutchins1881-1967
Market Square1950 et seq.:
Market HouseRestoration

Campbell, Aldrich & Nulty
Aldrich, NelsonWilmarth 1911-
Nulty, LawrenceFrederick1921-

257 GeorgeStreet1967: Aldrich
GuestHouse

Carrère & Hastings
Carrére John Mervin 1858-1911
Hastings.Thomas1860-1929

276 Angell Street 1896-1915:
FrancisW, CarpenterHouse

296 Angell Street 1893: Central
CongregationalChurch

I Young OrchardStreet1901-
02: Remodeling of Byron
SpragueHouse for I. Gifford
Ladd

CaIe, Samuel Moore 1927-
195 Lorimer Avenue 1972:

Mortyn K. Zietz House
Chamberlain, William E. 1856-1911

50 Stimson Avenue 1892:
Calder-RobertsonHouse

Chase,Charles F. 1856-1926
19 Arlington Avenue 1891:

Courtland W. Gilmore House
Childs, Henry1823-82

357 Benefit Street 1864: Addi
tion to Joseph Nightingale
Housefor John CarterBrown

199 Hope Street 1863: Henry
Lippitt HouseII

47 Maple Street 1869: Henry
Childs House

68 Pitman Street 1858: Henry
Childs House

229 Williams Street1872: Henry
Childs House

Clarke, PrescottOrlott 1858-1935
See also Clarke & Howe, Clarke &
Spaolditig

219 Benefit Street: Additions to
Rufus Waterman House for
the University Club

203 BlackstoneBoulevard 1896:
P. 0. Clarke House

491- ChalkstoneAvenue1891: P.
493 0. Clarke Double House

Clarke & Howe
Clarke, PrescottOrlott 1858-1935
Howe, Wallis Eastburn1868-1960
See also Clarke, Howe& Homer

48 Barberry Hill 1924: Archie
W. MerchantHouse
Brown University 1929-30:
Addition to FaunceHouse

31 Canal Street 1929: Insur
anceBuilding

425 Elmgrove Avenue 1927-28:
Marvel Gymnasium

25 George Street 1914: James
DavenportHouse

59 George Street 1915: Irene
W. Butler House

655 Hope Street 1915-17:

1834:

1840:

Union
Stable,

1864:

1838:
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Church of the Redeemer
708 Hope Street1930: Rocham

beau Branch, Providence
Public Library

25 Kennedy Plaza 1908: Fed
eral Building

109 Melrose Street 1915-16: St.
Elizabeth’sHome

27 North Main Street 1913:
People’sSavingsBank

44 Orchard Avenue 1910-Il:
Annie C. Barker House

60 Orchard Avenue 1916 et
seq., 1925, 1945: St. Martin’s
EpiscopalChurch

102 ProspectStreet 1903: H. A.
Whitmarsh House

233 VeazieStreet1926-28:Wan
skuck Branch, Providence
Public Library

234 Washington Street 1917.
1931: New England Tele
phone& TelegraphCompany
Building

870 Westminster Street 1921:
Citizen’s Bank

100 Weybosset Street 1924:
Providence Gas Company
Building

.171- WeybossetStreet1903: Ad-
173 dition to FletcherBuilding

Clarke, Howe & Homer
Clarke, PrescottOrlott 1858-1935
Howe, Wallis Eastburn1868-1960
Homer, EleazerBartlett 1864-1929

271 Angell Street1912: Mary B.
L. SteedmanHouse

188 BlackstoneBoulevard 1907:
William McDonald House

288 BlackstoneBoulevard 1909:
William BeresfordHouse

106 Francis Street 1911-12:
RhodeIsland Medical Society

236 George Street 1910: Mrs.
Gilbert Phillips House

315 Slater Avenue 1909:
William Beresford Carriage
House

Cleveland,Horace William Shaler
1814-1900

Blackstone Boulevard 1892
et seq.: Design and Land
scaping

345 BlackstoneBoulevard 1859:
Butler Hospital Landscaping

585 BlackstoneBoulevard 1886:
SwanPoint Cemetery Design
and Landscaping

950 Elmwood Avenue 1872 et
seq.: Roger Williams Park
Designand Landscaping

Codman,Ogden,Jr. 1863-1951
13 Brown Street ca. 1900:

JamesCoats House
Corliss,George1818-88

45 Prospect Street 1878:
GeorgeCorliss House

Cram & Ferguson
70 Kennedy Plaza 1949: Peo

ple’s Bank
Cram,Coodhue& Ferguson
Cram, Ralph Adams1863-1942
Goodhue,Bertram Grosvenor1869-

1924
Ferguson,Frank W. 1861-1926

175 Matthewson Street 1912:
Grace Church Parish House

Creer,Philip Douglas1903-
15 CanalStreet1940: RhodeIs

land School of Design Audi
torium

Cret, Paul Phillipe 1876-1945
346 Elmgrove Avenue 1925:

Brown UniversityStadium
Memorial Square 1929:
World War I Monument

Cull & Robinson
Cull, Edwin Emory 1891-1956
Robinson,Knight Dexter 1913-
See also Cull, Robinson& Greene and

Robinson GreeneBeretta
455 WickendenStreet1954: Fox

Point ElementarySchool
Cull, Robinson& Greene
Cull, Edwin Emory 1891-1956
Robinson,Knight Dexter 1913-
Greene,ConradE. 1914-
See also RobinsonGreeneBeret!a

57 Hazard Avenue 1955-56:
Roger Freeman,Jr. House

Cutting, Carleton& Cutting
Cutting. Amos F. ?-1896

128- MathewsonStreet1895:
130 Mathewson StreetMethodist

Church
Davis, Brody & Associates

170 George Street 1981-82:
Brown University. Geology-
Chemistry ResearchBuilding

Denver Service Center, National
Park Service
150 North Main Street 1981:

Roger Williams National
Memorial ParkLandscaping

Dexter,Christopher
22 Benefit Street 1867: Mat

thew IngrahamHouse
187 Benefit Street 1865: Addi

tion to the EbenezerKnight
Dexter House for Dexter B.
Lewis

Dirlam, Arthur A.
1520 Broad Street1950: Renova

tions to Washington Park
Methodist Church

DiSaia,Oresto1900-76
280 AtwelI Avenue 1949:

ColumbusNational Bank
264- Broadway 1926: Uptown
270 Theatre

230J Eaton Street 1960-62: St.
Pius Roman Catholic]
Church

639 Mount Pleasant Avenue
1962: St. Augustine’s Ro
man Catholic] Church -

57 Park Street 1951: Veterans
Memorial Auditorium

601] River Avenue 1939: Provi
denceCollege, AquinasHall

Dimitri & Dimitri
364 Prairie Avenue 1938: Sons

of AbrahamSynagogue
Donahue,John W.

1601] River Avenue: Addition to
Bishop Harkins Hall, Provi
denceCollege

1010 Smith Street 1925: LaSalle
Academy

Earle,StephenC. 1839-1913
542 Potters Avenue 1879-81:

Churchof the Epiphany
Eddy & Newman
Eddy, Barnard
Newman,John

300 Weybosset Street 1809:
Beneficient Congregational
Church

Eddy, Philip Franklin 1901-70
90 Hazard Avenue 1935: Max

L. Grant House
EkmanAssociates
Ekman,E. 0., Jr. 1903-68

234 Washington Street 1917:
Addition to New England
Telephone& TelegraphCom
pany Building

Ellerbee Associates
I LaSalle Square1972: Provi

denceCivic Center
Ertel, Michael 1941-

375 North Main Street 1979:
Kates Condominiums

Estes,James F. 1945-
See also Estes-BurginPartnership

75 Weybosset Street 1977-78:
Restorationof Atlantic Bank

270 Weybosset Street 1979:
Rehabilitation of Richmond
Building

Estes-Burgin Partnership
Estes,JamesF. 1945-
Burgin, William 1946-

203 WestminsterStreet1983-84:
Restoration -of Providence
Journal Building for Provi
denceLand Company

Field, Frederick E. 1864-1931
See also Hoppin & Field

21- Adelaide Avenue ca. 1884,
23 1891: Valentine Gerner
25- shausenHouses
27

807 Broad Street1895: Homefor
Aged Men

121- DorranceStreet1897: Ma-
123 sonic Temple
100 Elmgrove Avenue1900: Al

bert J. Schmid House
421 ElmwoodAvenue1900: Ed

mund D. ChesebroHouse
102 Melrose Street ca. 1890:

Frederick E. Field House
95 Roanoke Street 1889:

GeorgeJ. West House
.15- Snow Street1897: Colum
25 bia Building

Fontaine,Walter1871-1938
178 Dexter Street 1915: St.

Charles Borromeo Roman
Catholic] Church

Frank & Wilcox
1111 North Main Street 1925:

RhodeIsland Auditorium
Geddes,Peter
See also Harkness& Geddes

29 ManningStreet 1938: Peter
GeddesHouse

47 Manning Street 1940:
SturgesHouse

Gilchrist, Edmund B. 188S-1953
137 Grotto Avenue1929: Frank

Mauran,Jr. House
Goodman, Percival

68 Orchard Avenue 1851-54:
Temple Beth El

Goodwin, J. B.
33 Stimson Avenue 1886:

William P. Goodwin House
Gould & Angell
Gould, ThomasJ. 1849-1923
Angell, Frank W. 1851-1943
See also Angell & Swift and Gould,

Angell & Swift
295 Angell Street1892: H. Mar

tin Brown House
325 Angell Street 1886: Charles

W. Smith House
20 Bainbridge Avenue 1882:

GeorgeE. Boyden House
6 Benevolent Street 1886:

Hope Club
74- Benevolent Street 1883:
80 Elizabeth A. GammellHouse

433 Broadway 1889: John E.
Kendrick House

451 Broadway 1883: J. Edward
Studley House
Brown University 1891: Wil
son Hall

118 Comstock Avenue 1887:
Frank P. Comstock House

231 George Street 1890: Mrs.
John H. Tucker House

35 Larch Street 1886: Ezekiel
Owen House

71 Manning Street1886: Fran
cis J. Phillips House

30 Stimson Avenue 1886:
Thurston-GladdingHouse

36 StimsonAvenue1887: John
A. CrossHouse

60 Stimson Avenue 1892:
Louis E. RobertsonHouse

20 Taber Avenue 1889:
FletcherMasonHouse

26 Taber Avenue1888: Helen
K. Potter House

161 WatermanStreet1889:Ellen
DeF. Anthony House

Gould, Angell & Swift
Gould, ThomasJ. 1849-1923
Angell, Frank W. 1851-1943
Swift, Frank H. 1860-1936
Seealso Angell & Swift and Goold &

Angell
45- Central Street 1895-96:
59 Orrin E. JonesWarehouse

225 George Street ca. 1895:
JamesRichardsonHouse

194 Waterman Street 1895:
Charles W. Bowen House

198- Weybosset Street 1894:
204 ProvidenceAthletic Associa

tion Building
Malcolm Grear Designers,Inc.

Westminster MaIl 1979:
Designand Landscaping

Greene,John Holden1777-1850
8- Arnold Street ca. 1824:

10 William and George Bucklin
Houses

109 Benefit Street1809: Sullivan
Dorr House

219 Benefit Street 1830: Rufus
WatermanHouse

282 Benefit Street1818-20:John
LarcherHouse

301 Benefit Street 1816: First
Unitarian Church

395 Benefit Street ca. 1820:
ThomasPeckhamHouse

12 Benevolent Street 1819:
CandaceAllen House

110 BenevolentStreet ca. 1825:
Robert 5, Burrough House

33 Chestnut Street 1826:
Daniel Arnold House

2 College Street 1822:
Franklin HouseHotel

42 College Street 1826: Tru
man Beckwith House

67 George Street 1821-24:
ThomasWhitaker House

250 Lloyd Avenue 1819: Moses
Brown School

196 Nelson Street 1822: Philip
Allen House

275 North Main Street1810: St.
John’sEpiscopalChurch

150 Power Street1822: Greene
Fenner-DyerHouse

110 South Main Street 1828:
Benoni CookeHouse

263- SouthMain Street1824:
273 CornstockBlock

33 Thayer Street 1806: John
Holden GreeneHouse

51 ThayerStreet1813: Greene-
PotterHouse

55 ThayerStreet1817: Greene-
Potter House

179- Weybosset Street 1823:
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189 StephenWatermanHouse
199- WeybossetStreet ca. 1820:
219 Benjamin Dyer Block

Gruen, Victor
525 North Main Street 1962-68:

University Heights
C. G. & J. R. Hall

86 South Main Street 1854:
Providence Institution for
Savings,now Old StoneBank

Hall, Clifton A. 1826-1913
309 Benefit Street 1867: Mrs.

William R. Huston House
369- Broad Street ca. 1856:
371 Clifton A. Hall House
389- Broad Street1864-65:Trin
393 ity Methodist Church
120 Manton Avenue 1863: At

lantic Mill
271 North Main Street1866-67:

St. John’sChurchTransepts
120- WashingtonStreet1896:
130 Arnold Building

Harkness,Albert 1886-1981
31 CandaceStreet1932: Smith

Hill BranchProvidencePublic
Library

25 Cooke Street 1932: Mrs.
Herbert A. Rice House

60 Freeman Parkway 1936:
Sidney Clifford House

195 GeorgeStreet1924: Eugene
GravesHouse

88 MeetingStreet1928: "Music
Mansion," Mary Kimball
Hale House

400 Reservoir
California
Company

274 Weybossét Street 1913:
SummerfieldBuilding

Harkness & Geddes
Harkness,Albert 1886-1981
Geddes,Peter

520 Elmwood Avenue 1949:
Providence Institution for
Savings

70 FreemanParkway1954-55:
Clarke Freeman,Jr. House

99 Morris Avenue 1953:
Friends MeetingHouse

770 WestminsterStreet1966-70:
JamesL. Hanley Educational
Center

Hartshorn,CharlesPayton1833-80
7 Barnes Street 1867-69:

GeorgeT. Mitchell House
258- Broadway 1867-68: H. B.
260 and R. P. GladdingHouse
408- Broadway1868: George B.
410 Calder House
84- DorranceStreet1859-60:
88 TesteBlock

180 George M. Cohan Boulevard
1863-64: Home for Aged
Women

128 North Main Street 1874:
WaylandBuilding

Irving B. Haynes& Associates
Haynes,Irving B. 1927-
DeBoer, Cornelius J. 1946-

301 Benefit Street 1966-67:
Restorationof First Unitarian
Church

25 DorranceStreet1978 et seq.:
Restorationof City Hall

106 George Street 1978-80:
Restoration of Joseph Hale
Housefor Brown University

231 SouthMain Street1978: Re
habilitation of Fall River Iron
Works Building for Rhode Is
land School of Design

11 Thomas Street 1981-82:
Restoration of Seril Dodge
House for Providence Art
Club

II WatermanStreet 1972: Ad
dition to JamesFennerHouse
for Bayard Ewing

130 Westminster Street 1980:
Remodelingof Arcade

Hedmark, Martin
15 Hayes Street 1928: Gloria

Dei Evangelical Lutheran
Church

Hems & LaFarge
Hems,George L. 1860-1907
LaFarge. Christopher Grant 1862-

1938
169- Academy Avenue 1897-
171 1905: Church of the Blessed

Sacrament
Flelmut ObataKassebaum

50 Kennedy Plaza 1983-85:
Fleet Center

Henshaw,Gorham1879-1963
353 Elmwood Avenue 1914-15:

Elmwood Christian Church
674 WestminsterStreet1909: All

Saints Memorial Episcopal
ChurchParish House

Hill, Arthur E. J60-1925
747 Broad Street 1905: Calvary

Baptist Church
734 Hope Street 1910: Fourth

Baptist Church
Hill, Hiram 1803-76

85 Power Street 1852-54: Hi
ram Hill House

Hilton, Howard K. 1867-1909
See also Hilton & Jackson

126 Adelaide Avenue 1901,
1906-07: Westminster Uni
tarian Church

181 Adelaide Avenue 1893:
Samuel H. Bailey House

239 Adelaide Avenue 1892:
Charles E. Hancock House

32 ElmgroveAvenue1895: Ed
ward C. JoyceHouse

145 Lexington Avenueca. 1893:
William R. BabcockII House

311- ThayerStreet1902: The
315 Cushing Apartments

Hilton & Jackson
Hilton, Howard K. 1867-1909
Jackson,F. Ellis 1879-1950

194 Arlington Avenue 1909:
Paul E. Aldrich House

Hogan, John F.
244 Smith Street 1928: St.

Patrick’s School
Homer EleazerB. 1864-1929
See also Clarke, Howe & Homer

30 East OrchardAvenue1913:
Lincoln School

460 RochambeauAvenue1915:
William E. Bridgham House

Hopkins, Alden
15 Hopkins Street ca. 1927:

StephenHopkinsHouseGar
dens

Hoppin & Koen
Hoppin, Francis V. L. 1867-1941
Koen, TerranceA. 1858-1923

Brown University1901: Van
Wickle Gates

Hoppin & Ely
Hoppin. Howard 1854-1940
Ely, Edward F. 1858-1920
See also Hoppin & Field and Hoppin,

Read & Hoppin
345 Blackstone Boulevard 1897-

98: Butler Hospital, Goddard
House

345 Blackstone Boulevard 1897-
1900: Butler Hospital, Weld
House
Brown University1901: Van
Wickle Gates

114 George Street 1900: St.
Stephen’sChurchSpire

158- MathewsonStreet1904:
172 Lapham Building
254 WashingtonStreet1905-06:

Young Women’s Christian
AssociationBuilding

Hoppin & Field
Hoppin, Howard 1854-1940
Field, FrederickE. 1864-1931
See also Hoppin & Ely and Hoppin,

Read & Hoppin
96 Alumni Avenue ca. 1908:

Horatio E. Bellows House
151 Courtland Street 1919,

1928: Samuel W. Bridgham
Junior High School

71 Prospect Street 1906-13:
First Churchof Christ Scien
tist

770 Westminster Street 1923:
Central/ClassicalHigh 5chl

Hoppin, Read & Hoppin
Hoppin, Howard 1854-1940
See also Hoppin & Ely and Hoppin &

Field
205 Governor Street 1887: Tm-

man Beckwith House
9 Stimson Avenue 1893:

Harry A. WaldronHouse
153- ThayerStreet1892: William
155 A. Hoppin House

11 Waterman Street 1892:
Waterman Building, Rhode
Island School of Design

Houlihan, M. J.
139 Mathewson Street 1897:

LedererBuilding
Howe, Frederick W.

235 PromenadeStreet 1870 et
seq.: Brown & SharpeCom
plex

Howe, Wallis Eastburn1868-1960
See also Clarke & Howe; Clarke, Howe

& Homer; Howe & Church; and
Howe, Prout & Ekman
150 Meeting Street1901: Walter

Hidden House
260 Olney Street 1896: Alfred

Harrison House
Howe & Church
Howe, Wallis Eastburn1868-1960
Church,Samuel 1881-1974
See also Howe, Wallis Eastburn

179- Atwells Avenue1934: Prov
181 idence Institution for Savings

now Old StoneBank.
87 Empire Street 1929: Old

Stone Bank, Empire Street
Branch

72 ManningStreet1930: Eliza
beth G. Wood House

445 Prairie Avenue1930: South
Providence Branch, Provi
dencePublic Library

100 Westminster Street 1929:
Providence National Bank
Building

Howe, Proul & Ekman
Howe, Wallis Eastburn1868-1960
Prout, Earle F. 1901-60
Ekman,E. 0., Jr. 1903-68

ISO Empire Street1952-54: Ad
dition to Providence Public
Library

600 Mount Pleasant Avenue
1956-58: Rhodeisland Col
lege

10 Mutual Place 1951: Provi
denceMutual Fire Insurance
Company

Howells & Stokes
Howells, John Mead 1868-1959
Stokes, Isaac Newton Phelps 1867-
1944

7- Weybosset Street 1913:
14 Turks Head Building

Howes & St. Florian
Howes, Gerald1925-
St. Florian, Friedrich

91 Prospect Street 1981-82:
Richard E. EdwardsHouse

Howland, Edwin L. ca. 1838-76
250 Washington Street 1872:

First UniversalistChurch
42 Weybosset Street 1875:

Wilcox Building
Huygens & Tape

110 Congdon Street 1972: Dr.
William MauranHouse

Isham, Norman Morrison 1864-
1943

257 Benefit Street 1917: Alter
ations to Providence
Athenaeum

21 Brown Street 1907: Ann-
mary Brown Memorial

15 Hopkins Street 1927:
Restorationof StephenHop
kins House

23 John Street1919: Remodel
ing of William SanfordBrown

125 Lloyd Avenue 1904: Lind
say 1. Damon House

151 Meeting Street 1904: F. P.
GorhamHouse

100 Morris Avenue 1906-07:
William KenersonHouse

140 Morris Avenue1910: W. C.
Bronson House

263 Morris Avenue 1905: 0.
Perry Sarle House

312 Morris Avenue 1910:
William F. Keach House

150 North Main Street 1933:
Roger Williams Well Curb

281 OlneyStreet1904: Frederick
W. Marvel House

54 Oriole Avenue 1915: H, E,
Walker House

71 PrincetonAvenueca. 1903:
Henry E. Nickerson House

317 RochambeauAvenue 1913:
Restorationof Morris Brown
House

86 TaberAvenue1902: John E.
Hill House

Jackson,Robertson& Adams
Jackson,Frederick Ellis 1879-1950
Robertson, Wayland Tillinghast
1873-1935
Adams,John Howard 1867-1924

250 Benefit Street 1924-33:
Providence County Court
house

288 BlackstoneBoulevard 1919:
Additions to BeresfordHouse
for Paul Nicholson

237 Brook Street 1950: Brook
StreetFire Station

25 Canal Street 1926: Morris
Plan Building

2 College Street1936: Rhode
IslandSchool of Design,Col
lege Building

25 DorranceStreet1914: Addi
tion to City Hall

445 Elmwood Avenue 1938-39:
St. Paul’s Evangelical
LutheranChurch

Avenue 1939:
Artificial Flower

House
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87 Empire Street 1929: Old
Stone Bank, Empire Street
Branch

3 ExchangeTerrace 1939-40:
FederalBuilding Annex

15 Hayes Street 1928: Gloria
Dei Evangelical Lutheran
Church

975 HopeStreet1938-40:Lippitt
Park, Anthony Fountain

444- Lloyd Avenue1916: Central
450 Baptist Church

63 Manning Street 1925:
JeanetteB. Huntoon House

149 North Main Street 1952:
North Main Street Fire Sta
tion

104 Prospect Street 1912: John
P. FarnsworthHouse

106 Prospect Street 1912: John
S. Holbrook House

133 Smith Street 1928, 1933:
State Office Building

ThomasN. JamesCo.
James,ThomasN. 1875-1942

54- Weybosset Street 1927:
56 Old Colony Bank Building

Jennings,Arthur Bates1849-1927
475 Cranston Street 1893:

Cranston Street Baptist
Church

Johnson,Philip 1906-
64 CollegeStreet 1971: Brown

University, List Art Building
180 George Street 1959-60:

Brown University, Computer
Laboratory

Johnson& Haynes
Johnson,Carl F. ca. 1900-
Haynes.Irving B. 1927-
See also Irving B. Haynes& Associates

100 Olney Street 1963: Olney
StreetBaptist Church

Albert Kahn, Inc.
Kahn, Albert 1869-1942

35- FountainStreet1934: Provi
69 denceJournal Building

202 Washington Street 1912:
Packard Motor Car Show
room

Keeley, Patrick C. 1816-1896
Cathedral Square1878: Cathedral
of Saints Peter and Paul [Roman
Catholic

86 Hope Street 1851-53: St.
Joseph’s [Roman Catholic]
Church

Kendall, Taylor & Company
Kendall, Henry H, 1855-1943
Taylor, BertrandE. 1855-1909

825 Chalkstone Avenue 1926:
Homeopathic Hospital of
RhodeIsland

Fenton G. Keyes Associates
321 SouthMain Street1966-67:

HeritageBuilding
WestminsterMall 1965: De
sign and Landscaping

444 Westminster Street 1966:
Blue CrossBuilding

Kite, William L. 1936-
See also Kite & Palmer

200 Lorimer Avenue 1972-73:
LawrenceGales House

Kite & Palmer
Kite, William L. 1936-
Palmer, Geoffrey 1941-

950 Elmwood Avenue: Roger
Williams Park Zoo

199 Hope Street 1981-84:
Restoration and Renovation
of Henry Lippitt HouseII

10 Thomas Street 1983-84:

Renovationsto Seril Dodge
HouseI

Krokyn & Brown
295 Morris Avenue1928: Tem

ple EmanuEl
Lerner, Samuel

270 Laurel Avenue1949: Milton
Sapinsley House

229 Waterman Street 1948-49:
What Cheer Mutual Fire In
suranceCo. Building

Lerner, Steven L. 1944-
72 Prospect Street 1972:

William Binney House alter
ations

87 ProspectStreet1975: Addi
tion to Ellen Dexter Sharpe
Housefor Brown University

Lewis, Harry A.
500 Angell Street 1927: Way-

land Manor Hotel
Lockwood, Charles H.

224 Elmwood Avenue 1927-28:
SecondChurch of Christ Sci
entist

Lowell, Guy 1870-1927
Brown University 1904:
CarrieTower

Ludoff, Ernest
860 Atwells Avenue 1925: St.

Adelbert’s [Roman Catholic]
Church

Lyndon Associates
300 Thayer Street 1974-75:

Brown University, New Pem
broke Dormitories

McKim, Mead & White
McKim, Charles Follen 1847-1909
Mead, William Rutherford 1846-
1928
White, Stanford1853-1906

Brown University 1903:
RockefellerHall now Faunce
House

90 Smith Street 1891-1904:
RhodeIsland State House

Makepeace,C. R. 1860-1926
275 Wayland Avenue 1896: C.

R. MakepeaceHouse
Mancino Associates
Mancino, Alphonse 1934-

42 WeybossetStreet 1979: Re
habilitation of Wilcox Build
ing

Marshak, Harry
24 Douglas Avenue 1905-20:

Congregationof the Sons of
JacobSynagogue

Martin, B. S. D.
350 Olney Street 1912: George

M. Baker House
214- ThayerStreet1938: Medical
218 Arts Building

Martin & Hall
Martin, Frank H. 1863-1917
Hall, GeorgeF. 1866-1928

93 Arlington Avenue 1899:
GeorgeC. Lyon House

230 Arlington Avenue1904: Al
bert SteinertCarriageHouse

160 Benefit Street 1910, ca,
1923: What CheerGarage

5 Branch Avenue1903: North
Burial Ground Receiving
Tomb

95 Chestnut Street 1903-04:
Irons & RussellBuilding

15 Diman Place 1894: M. A.
FrancesFisher House

j151] Eaton Street 1910: Charles
V. Chapin Hospital

57-59 Eddy Street 1912: Smith
Building

950 Elmwood Avenue 1894-95:
RogerWilliams Park Museum

950 Elmwood Avenue 1896:
Roger Williams Park Boat
house

114 George Street 1899: St.
Stephen’sGuild House

125 Governor Street 1893: St.
Maria’s Home

86 Hope Street 1898: St.
Joseph’sParish House

249 Hope Street1900: Walter L.
PrestonHouse

243- Knight Street1894: William
245 H. Low House
127 Lloyd Avenue 1904: Henry

L. FowlerHouse
366 Olney Street 1904: Albert

SteinertHouse
43 Orchard Avenue 1899:

Harold J. GrossHouse
49 Orchard Avenue ca. 1897:

GeorgeF. Hall House
251 Oxford Street1891-1915:St.

Michael’s [Roman Catholic]
Church

234- President Avenue 1917:
242 O’Connor Apartments
109 Princeton Avenue 1899:

RobertGrieve House
199 Promenade Street 1898:

RhodeIsland Normal School
259 Wayland Avenue ca. 1909:

EmmaK. Jewett House
229 Westminster Street 1897:

William H. Low EstateBuild
ing

236 Westminster Street 1898:
Alice Building

259 Westminster Street 1903:
Addition to ShepardCo.
Building

400 Westminster Street 1903:
CaesarMisch Building
Weybosset Street 1913:
Comfort Station

Martin, Marshall B.
231 Arlington Avenue1925: Ed

win 0. ChaseHouse
436 BlackstoneBoulevard1928:

J, Richmond Fales House
Mason, Perez 1802-81

380 Broadway 1867: PerezMa
son House

514 Broadway 1867: John K.
Kendrick House

Miliman Associates
Millman, Lester1921-

95 BlackstoneBoulevard 1963:
TheodoreF. Low House

201 Charles Street 1972-74:
American MathematicalSoci
ety Building

Monk & Johnson
70 Ship Street 1912: Doran

Speidel Building
Morse, AipheusCarey 1818-93
See also Morse & Hall

130- Angel! Street 1874: Lucien
232 SharpeHouse
l35 Angell Street 1885: Lucien

SharpeCarriageHouse
613 Angell Street? 1867: John

and William SlaterHouse
646 Angell Street? 1867: John

andWilliam SlaterHouse
17 Arch Street ca. 1874:

Charles H, SpragueHouse
30 Benefit Street 1864-67:

William G. Angell House
34 BenefitStreet1863-65: Mrs.

Mary M. Gorham House
49 BenefitStreet2866: Remod

eling of the David L. Barnes
Housefor JudgeThomasDur
fee

101 Benefit Street 1860-62:
Henry RhodesHouse

144 Benefit Street 1863: St.
John’s Rectory

145- Benefit Street 1864-66:
147 JamesHumphreyHouse
188 Benefit Street 1863: Rufus

WatermanHouse
219 Benefit Street 1866: Alter

ations to the RufusWaterman
Housefor Emily Waterman

383 Benefit Street 1853-55:
Thomas F. Hoppin House

585 Blackstone Boulevard 19th
century: Tombstones at
SwanPoint Cemetery

264 Bowen Street1887: Horatio
RogersHouse

5 BranchAvenue1869: North
Burial Ground, Brown Mau
soleum

402 Broadway 1890: St. James
EpiscopalChurch

68 Brown Street1883: HenryT.
Beckwith House
Brown University 1862:
Rogers Hall
Brown University 1879-81:
SaylesHall

54 College Street 1867: Alter
ationsto John WhippleHouse
for William Slater

593 Eddy Street1864: RhodeIs
land Hospital now demol
ished

72 Prospect Street 1859:
William Binney House

79 ProspectStreet1861: Smith
Owen House

103 Prospect Street 1878:
William F. SaylesHouse

108 ProspectStreet1873: James
M. Kimball House

2 Stimson Avenue ca. 1861:
Amos Beckwith House

94 Waterman Street 1866: Al
terations for Dr. JamesW. C.
Ely

Morse & Hall
Morse, AlpheusCarey 1818-93
Hall, Clifton A. 1826-1913

20 WestminsterStreet1855-57:
MerchantsBank

Murphy, Ambrose Jerome 1869-
1949
See also Murphy & Hindle and
Murphy, Hindle & Wright

901 Atwells Avenue 1928: Our
Lady of Lourdes IRoman
Catholic] Church

99- Camp Street 1896-1900:
109 Holy Name[RomanCatholic]

Church
39- Cole Avenue 1916: St. Se-
57 bastian’s jRoman Catholici

Church
141- Gordon Avenue 1925: St.
151 Michael’s School
251 Oxford Street 1925: St.

Michael’s Rectory
251 Oxford Street 1929: St.

Michael’s Convent
Murphy, James

979- Branch Avenue 1889-1907:
999 St. Edward’s Roman

Catholic] Church
538 Broadway1864-1901:St.

Mary’s [Roman Catholic]
Church
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Murphy & Hindle
Murphy. Ambrose Jerome 1869-
1949
Hindle, Frank R. 1873-1944
Seealso Murphy, Hindle & Wright

183- Brown Street1905: JamesN.
185 Schott House

3-16 CatalpaRoad 1902-04: -

Gilbane Houses
67- KeeneStreet1907: JamesN.
69 Schott House

Murphy, Hindle & Wright
Murphy, Ambrose Jerome 1869-
1949
Hindle, Frank R. 1873-1944
Wright, Benjamin W. 1871-1962

470 Atwells Avenue 1901:
Churchof the Holy Ghost

29 BainbridgeAvenue1904: St.
Mary’s Academyof the Visi
tation

145 Beaufort Street1916: Beau-
fort StreetGrammarSchool

99- Camp Street 1896-1900:
109 Holy Name[RomanCatholic]

Church
280 Hawkins Street 1910: St.

Ann’s [Roman Catholic]
Church

251 Oxford Street1891-1915:St.
Michael’s [Roman Catholic]
Church

805- Potters Avenue 1910-12:
807 Churchof the Assumptionof

the BlessedVirgin Mary
21 Traverse Street 1905: Holy

Rosary [Roman Catholic]
Church

Nathanson,Morris
66- Kennedy Plaza ca. 1970:
68 Ming Garden

653 North Main Street1973: Re
modeling of Steam Engine
Co. No. 5 for offices

Nickerson,Edward1. 1845-1908
420 Angell Street1891: FrankH.

MaynardHouse
48 Barnes Street 1882: George

W. Whitford House I
54 Barnes Street 1886: George

W. Whitford House II
158 Bowen Street1889: Stephen

A. Cooke,Jr. House
29- Cabot Street 1887: Jane S.
31 HammondHouse
17- Daboll Street 1894: Alfred
19 Barth House
24 Linden Street1882: William

H. Crins House
77 ParadeStreet1883-84:Fred

erick W. Hartwell House
81 Parade Street 1883-84:

JosephC. HartshornHouse
272 President Avenue 1894:

JesseW. ColemanHouse
565- Public Street ca. 1894: Al-
567 fred Barth House

8 Stimson Avenue 1897: B.
ThomasPotter House

24 Stimson Avenue 1888:
Newton D. Arnold House

44 Stimson Avenue 1894:
CharlesH. SpragueHouse

11 Thomas Street 1886-87:
Renovations, Seril Dodge
HouseIl/ProvidenceArt Club

29 WatermanStreet 1885: Dr.
GeurgeWheatonCan House

300 Weybosset Street 1885:
Beneficent Congregational
ChurchChapel

NorcrossBrothers
90 Smith Street 1891-1904:

Rhode Island State House
112 Union Street 1893, 1906:

ProvidenceTelephoneCom
pany Building

144 Westminster Street 1894:
LauderdaleBuilding

10 WeybossetStreet1896: Ban
igan Building

Office of the Commissionerof Pub
lic Buildings

160 Bucklin Street1931: Gilbert
StuartJunior High School

721 Chalkstone Avenue 1929:
Nathanael Greene Junior
High School

205- FountainStreet1939: Police
215 and Fire DepartmentHead

quarters
370 Hartford Avenue 1930:

Oliver Hazard Perry Junior
High School

316 Hope Street 1938: Hope
High School

195 Nelson Street 1921: Nelson
StreetElementarySchool

101 Sessions Street 1929:
Nathan Bishop Junior High
School

140 SummitAvenue0924: Sum
mit AvenueSchool

278 Thurbers Avenue 1932:
Roger Williams Middle
School

Olmsted,FrederickLaw 1822-1903
Brown University ca. 1900:
CampusPlan

O’Malley, John F.
See also O’Malley & Fitzsimmons

612 Elmgrove Avenue 1931:
FergusJ. Mc0skerHouse

O’Malley & Fitzsimmons
O’Malley, John F.

64 Brayton Street 1925: Our
Lady of Mt. Carmel [Roman
Catholic] Church

99- Camp Street 1929: Holy
109 Name Rectory
99- Camp Street 1939: Holy

109 Name School
Ormsbee,Caleb1752-1808

357 Benefit Street 1791: Joseph
NightingaleHouse

407- Benefit Street ca. 1788:
409 CalebOrmsbeeHouse

66 Power Street1806: Thomas
Poynton Ives House

Osgood& Osgood
Osgood,Sidney J. 1845-1929
Osgood,Eugene

57 Park Street 1928: Masonic
Temple now Veterans
Memorial Auditorium

Page,F. E.
964- BroadStreet1908-10: Harry
984 Weiss Tract

Parker,Thomas& Rice
Parker,J. Harleston1873-1930
Thomas,DouglasH. 1872-1915
Rice, Arthur W. 1869-1938

60 Manning Street 1912: E.
Bruce Merriman House

84 ProspectStreet1928: Henry
D. ShapeHouse

87 Prospect Street 1912: Ellen
D. SharpeHouse

Patterson,Robert
638 Elmwood Avenue 1887:

Cyril A. Babcock House
Peabody& Stearns
Peabody,RobertSwain 1845-1917
Stearns,John Goddard1843-1917

203 Westminster Street 1906:
ProvidenceJournalBuilding

1870 WestminsterStreet1889-90:
Churchof the Messiah

Perry, Frank S.
167 Point Street 1929: Coro

Building
Perry, Shaw& Hepburn

Brown University 1939-40:
Renovations to University
Hall
Brown University 1949-52:
Wriston Quadrangle
Brown University 1956-57:
West Quadrangle

182- Meeting Street 1947: Pem
212 broke College,Andrews Hall

20 Washington Place 1949:
Providence Washington In
suranceCompany

Perry, Shaw,Hepburn& Dean
225’ HopeStreet1960-61:Brown
235 University, George V. Mee

han Auditorium
182- Meeting Street 1959-63:
212 Pembroke College of Brown

University, Morris-Champlin
and Emery-WoolleyHalls

Pierce,ThomasJ. Hill
85 Washington Street 1916:

StrandTheatre
WarrenPlainer Associates
Platner,Warren 1919-

251 Benefit Street 1977-1979:
Alterations to Providence
Athenaeum

35- FountainStreet 1978: Alter-
69 ations to ProvidenceJournal

Building

Potter,
1904

Edward Tuckerman 1831-

674 WestminsterStreet1865-72:
All Saints Memorial [Episco
pal] Church

Potter, Russell
26 John Streetca. 1814: Russell

PotterHouse
51 ThayerStreet1813: Greene-

Potter House
55 ThayerStreet1817: Greene-

PotterHouse
Py-Vavra, Architects, Engineers,
Inc.
Py, Arthur B.
Vavra, ThomasE.
Osbourne,EdwardY,

[2] Orms Street 1975, 1978:
Marriott Hotel

Rakatansky,Ira 1919-
66- Kennedy Plaza1976: Ming
68 Garden

I MegeeStreet1980: Addition
to ZachariahAllen Housefor
Brown Faculty Club

100 RochambeauAvenue 1947-
64: Temple Beth Shalom

299 Westminster Street 1959:
Alterations to Tillinghast
Building

Rapp& Rapp
Rapp,C. W. died 1926
Rapp,George L. 1878-1941

228 Weybosset Street 1928:
Loew’s Theatre

Read, SpencerB.
304 Pearl Street1865: New Eng

land Butt Company
Richmond,Knight C. 1864-1930

41 Cooke Street 1911: Knight
C. Richmond House

Robert& Co.
95 Pleasant Valley Parkway

1939: Coca-Cola Bottling
CompanyPlant

RobinsonGreeneBeretta
383 Benefit Street 1982-85: Re

habilitation of theThomas F.
Hoppin House for Corporate
Headquarters

42- Waterman Street 1955-57:
62 Dormitories,Rhode Island

School of Design
Rudolph,Paul M. 1918-

I Chestnut Street 1969:
BeneficentHouse

Russillo, D. Thomas1902-78
33 Intervale Road ca. 1958:Pe

ter BardachHouse
145 Oakland Avenue 1954:

Temple Beth David-Anshei
Kovno Congregation

665 Pleasant Valley Parkway
1947-48: Anthony Giz
zarelli House

Russo& Sonder
170 George Street 1981-82:

Brown University. Geology-
ChemistryResearchBuilding

Salamansky,Verna C.
540 Cole Avenue 1938: Adolph

W. EcksteinHouse
Sanders& Thornton

133- Douglas Avenue 1902:
137 DougglasAvenueFire Station
108 Laurel Hill Avenue 1902:

Laurel Hill Avenue Fire Sta
tion

Sawtelle,Franklin H. 1846-1911
178- Angell Street1895: E. PAn-
180 thony Drug Store

20 Diman Place 1893-94: Pas
tor’s Residencefor Central
CongregationalChurch

216 Hope Street 1913: The
Wheeler School

Schubarth,Niles Bierragaard1818-
89:

20 Admiral Street ca. 1860:
OrientalMill

5 Branch Avenue1845: North
Burial Ground, Landscape
Design for CenterSection

585 Blackstone Boulevard 1847
et, seq.: Swan Point Ceme
tery, LandscapeDesign

49 CommonStreet1872: Niles
B. SchubarthHouseI

60 JeffersonStreet1868: Jeffer
son Street Baptist Church

Seabury,Dwight
30’ Chestnut Street 1911:
32 Waite-ThresherBuilding

Sexton, J. E.
191 Westminster Street 1930:

KresgeBuilding
Shattuck& Hussey
Shattuck, GeorgeC. 1864-1923

160 Broad Street 1913: Young
Men’s Christian Association
Building

Shaw,RussellH. 1881-1971
141 Freeman Parkway 1930:

Vincent SorrentinoHouse
Sheldon,Frank P. 1846-1915

333 Adelaide Avenue 1889-90:
Gorham Manulacturing
Company

Shepley, Bulfinch, Richardon &
Abbott
Richardson,JosephP.
Clapp, JamesF., Jr.
Morss, Sherman
Carlian, Jean Paul
Shepley,Hugh
Robinson,Otto Boise
Successortirrn to Shepley, Rutan &
Coolidge q.o.
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Brown University 1968:
GraduateCenter

11 Dorrance Street 1978-79:
Renovationsto Biltmore Ho
tel

593 Eddy Street1956: RhodeIs
land Hospital

593 Eddy Street1971-73:Rhode
Island Hospital, Ambulatory
PatientsBuilding

36 ProspectStreet1981: Reno
vations to John Hay Library,
Brown University

Shepley,Rutan & Coolidge
Shepley,GeorgeFoster 1860-1903
Rutan, CharlesHercules1851-1914
Coolidge, Charles Allerton 1858-
1936

Brown University 1904:
John CarterBrown Library
Brown University1921: Sol
dier’s Memorial Gateway

36 ProspectStreet1910: Brown
University,John Hay Library

292 Westminster Street 1895:
Tilden-Thurber Building

Shreve,Lamb & Harmon
40 Westminster Street 1969:

Old StoneTower
SkidmoreOwensMerrill

StationPlace1981-86:Prov
idence RailroadStation

Sloan,Samuel1815-84
593 Eddy Street1864: Rhode Is

land Hospital now demol
ished

Smith, RobertS. ca. 1722-77
Brown University 1770:
University Hall

Stettian-BradleyAssociates
530 North Main Street 1977:

MoshassuckArcade Renova
tions

Stevens& Lee
Stevens,EdwardF. 1860-1946

50 Maude Street 1926: Provi
denceLying-In Hospital

Stone, Alfred 1834-1908
See also Stone& Carpenter;Stone,Car
penter & Sheldon;and Stone,Carpenter
& Willson

314 BenefitStreet1866-67:Gen
eral AmbroseBurnsideHouse

326 BenefitStreet1864: Remod
eling for Mauran Family

336 BenefitStreet1866: Mrs. Ed
ward Brooks Hall House

10 Brown Street 1867: Remod
eling for Mrs. Henry G. Rus
sell

I Mcgee Street 1864: Zach
ariahAllen House

47 Parkis Avenue ca. 1869:
Louis H. ComstockHouse

2 Stimson Avenue 1867: Al
terations to Amos N. Beck-
with House

Stone & Carpenter
Stone, Alfred 1834-1908
Carpenter,CharlesE. 1845-1923
See also Stone, Carpenter & Sheldon
and Stone,Carpenter& Willson

112 Angell Street1878: Froebel
Hall

275 Angell Street1879: Alpheus
S. PackardHouse

314 Angell Street 1883: Rath
boneGardiner House

345 BlackstoneBoulevard 1873-
75: Butler Hospital, David
Duncan Ward
Broadway 1875: Jerothmul

B. Barnaby House
38 Brown Street1881: Remod

eling & addition for William
Goddard
Brown University 1879:
SlaterHall

101 Dyer Street 1866, 1877:
Owen Building

71 GeorgeStreet1872: Francis
W. GoddardHouse

28 North Main Street 1880:
CheapsideBlock

100 North Main Street1874-76:
Elizabeth Building

55 Pitman Street 1880: James
CoatsHouse

159 SuttonStreet1875: Barnaby
CarriageHouse

Stone,Carpenter& Sheldon
Stone, Alfred 1834-1908
Carpenter,Charles E. 1845-1923
Sheldon, William G. 1855-1931
See also Stone& Carpenterand Stone,
Carpenter& Willson

134 BlackstoneBoulevard 1907:
EdwardS. MacomberHouse

104 Butler Avenue1908: Walter
H. Coe CarriageHouse

37 Cook Street 1909: C. H.
Merriman House

112 Fountain Street 1915:
PalmerBlock

19 Stimson Avenue 1911: Ad
dition to JosephE. Fletcher
House

Stone,Carpenter& Wil!son
Stone,Alfred 1834-1908
Carpenter,Charles E. 1845-1923
Willson, Edmund R. 1856-1906
See also Stone & Carpenterand Stone,
Carpenter& Sheldon

16 Angell Street1884: William
W. Dunnell House

323 Angell Street 1886: Gran
ville GardinerHouse

15 Arch Streetca. 1900: Joseph
M. Anthony House

37 Arlington Avenue 1899:
George0. SackettHouse

219 Benefit Street 1900: Addi
tion to the Rufus Waterman
Housefor the UniversityClub

224 Benefit Street1904: Pendle
ton House, Museum of Art,
Rhode Island School of De
sign

345 BlackstoneBoulevard 1886-
88: Butler Hospital, Sawyer
House

opp. BlackstoneBoulevard 1904:
585 SwanPoint CemeteryTrolley

Shelter
359 BroadStreet1889: JamesA.

Potter House
571 Broad Street1888: Israel B.

MasonHouse,II
1096 Broad Street 1903: New

England Telephone Com
pany Building

299 Broadway1888: Alterations
for Jerothmul B. Barnaby
Brown University 1890-91:
LymanGymnasium

88 CongdonStreet1832, 1885:
Alterations to Albyn Dyke
Housefor Edmund R. Willson

62 DorranceStreet1901: Union
Trust CompanyBuilding

593 Eddy Street1891: RhodeIs
land Hospital, Taft Outpa
tient Clinic now demolished

593 Eddy Street1900: RhodeIs
land Hospital, Southwest

Pavilion
260 Elmwood Avenue1888: Jef

frey Davis House
150 Empire Street 1900: Provi

dencePublic Library
4 Exchange Terrace 1896-98:

Union Station
2 George Street 1892: Alter

ations to Eliza Ward House
for MarsdenJ. Perry

177 GeorgeStreet1894: Freder
ick W, SackettHouse

276 GeorgeStreet1892 et. seq.:
G, Richmond ParsonsHouse

158 Governor Street 1907:
Harold T. Merriman House

168 Governor Street 1898:
Charles H. WarrenHouse

154 HopeStreet1895: RobertW.
Taft House

165 Hope Street 1888: Taft-
Smith House

169 Hope Street1886: Zachariah
Chafee,Jr. House

179 Hope Street 1883: Esther
Hinckley Baker House

217 Hope Street 1888: Lyman
Klapp House

240 Hope Street 1884: Rufus R.
Wilson House

248 Hope Street1891: Edmund
T. Moulton House

305 HopeStreet1889: Josephine
RathboneHouse

[451] Hope Street 1891: Brown
University, Ladd Observatory

160 Kinsley Avenue1893, 1910:
Merchants’ Cold Storage
Warehouse

144 Meeting Street 1902: Ed
ward B. Aldrich House

172 Meeting Street 1896: Pem
brokeCollege,Brown Univer
sity, PembrokeHall

182- Meeting Street 1907: Pem
212 brokeCollege,Brown Univer

sity, SaylesGymnasium
41 Moore Street 1902: Archie

McMutry House
33 PowerStreet1902: Marsden

Perry CarriageHouse
52 Power Street 1902: Alter

ations to the John Brown
Housefor MarsdenJ. Perry

86 South Main Street 1896-98:
Old StoneBank

302 SouthMain Street1892: En
gine Company No, 2

16 StimsonAvenue1893: Dart
House

19 Stimson Avenue 1890:
JosephE. FletcherHouse

70 Stimson Avenue 1887-88:
StephenWatermanHouse

175 Thayer Street 1900:
RichardsonHall

7 ThomasStreet 1885: Fleur
de-lys Studio

112 Union Street 1893, 1906:
ProvidenceTelephoneCom
pany

68 Waterman Street1891: Ad
dition to RhodeIsland Histor
ical Society Cabinet

166 WatermanStreet1905: Wal
ter Richmond House

59’ Westminster Street 1888:
63 National ExchangeBank

144 Westminster Street 1894:
LauderdaleBuilding

150 Westminster Street 1894:
FrancisBuilding

291 Westminster Street 1891:

Burrill Building
375 Westminster Street 1885:

ConradBuilding
42 WeybossetStreet 1892: Al

terationsto Wilcox Building
158 Woodward Road?1880: Su

perintendent’s House, Wan
skuck Company

201 Woodward Road 1892: Ad
dition to Roger Williams Bap
tist Church

Stone,EdwardDurrell 1902-78
15 Davis Street 1974: Depart

ment of Health Building
Strickland,William 1788-1854:

251 Benefit Street 1836-38:
ProvidenceAthenaeum

Sturges,PhilemonF., III 1929-
See also Sturges, Daughn& Salisbury

66 Benefit Street 1969: Addi
tion to Clarke-SlaterHouse
for Hallworth House

271 North Main Street 1968:
EpiscopalDiocesanOffices

1-27 Sabin Street 1963 et seq.:
BonanzaBus Terminal

Sturges,Daughn& Salisbury
Sturges, PhilemanF,, III 1929-
Daughn,G. E.

448 HopeStreet1975: EastSide
Young Men’s Christian Asso
ciation Building

Adolph Suck & Company
450 Potters Avenue 1907: Elm-

wood Garage
Sullivan,Matthew 1868-1938

601 River Avenue1917: Provi
dence College, Bishop
Harkins Hall

Tallman & Bucklin
Tallman, William II. 1822-62
Bucklin, JamesC. 1801-90

345 BlackstoneBoulevard1844:
Butler Hospital

28- Kennedy Plaza 1845: Ex
32 changeBank Building

Tefft, ThomasAlexander1826-59
12 Arnold Street1850: Menzies

SweetHouse
150 Benefit Street 1850-51: Ad

dition to theOld State House
226 BenefitStreet1853-56:Cen

tral CongregationalChurch
357 Benefit Street 1855: John

CarterBrown Stables
389 Benefit Street 1853: Tully

Bowen House
585 Blackstone Boulevard 19th

century: Tombstones at
SwanPoint Cemetery

69 CookeStreetca. 1853: John
B. PalmerStable

235 Eaton Street? ca. 1855:
William Bailey House

235 Eaton Street ca. 1855:
GeorgeM, Bradley House

193 Hope Street 1854: Robert
Lippitt House

154 Waterman Street 1855:
Charles Potter House

48 Weybosset Street 1856:
Bank of North America

151 Weybosset Street 1847-49:
SecondUniversalistChurch

Thayer,Samuel F. J. 1842-93
25 Dorrance Street 1874-78:

City Hall
Thomas,John Rochester1848-1901

94 Angell Street 1884: First
Baptist Church Parsonage

Thornton & Thornton
168- WeybossetStreet1903: Ad-
176 dition to HodgesBuilding for299
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Outlet Company
Tilton, EdwardL. 1861-1933

271 Elmwood Avenue 1923-24:
Knight Memorial Library

Tully, Daniel
225- Hope Street 1973: Brown
235 University, Smith Swim Cen

Turoff
Turoff,

121

ter
Associates
Lloyd Herbert 1925-
Hope Street 1964: Renova
tions to the Hope Street
Methodist Church for Rhode
Island Historical Society

Untersee,Maximilian 1897-
260 ChadBrown Street1941-42,

1950-51: Chad Brown-Ad
miral TerraceHousing Project

198 Thurbers Avenue 1942-44:
Roger Williams Housing Pro
ject

Upjohn, Richard 1802-78
47- GeorgeStreet1852-54:Seth
49 Adams,Jr. House

114 George Steet 1862: St.
John’sChurch

236 George Street ca. 1860:
Amos Smith CarriageHouse

175 Mathewson Street1845-46:
Grace Church

271 North Main Streetca. 1855:
St. John’sChapel

SI Prospect Street 1852-54:
Seth Adams, Jr. Carriage
House

62 Prospect Street 1860-63:
Marshall Woods House

Vaughan,Henry 1846-1917
114 George Street 1882-83: St.

Stephen’sChurchChancel
Veri, Albert

Atwells Avenue1979: Street
Landscaping
Benefit Street 1979: Street
Landscaping
India Point Park 1969-74:
Landscaping
Kennedy Plaza 1984: Ex
changePlace Mall

Walker, Ratph Thomas1889-1973
70 Congdon Street 1936:

ProspectTerrace
Walker & Gillette
Walker, A. Stewart 1873-1952
Gillette, Leon N. 1877-1945

55 KennedyPlaza1928: Indus
trial National Bank

Walker & Gould
Walker, William Russell 1830-1905
Gould, ThomasJ. 1849- 1923
See also Gould & Angell; Gould, Angell
& Swift; and William R. Walker & Son

478 Broadway 1876: John E.
Troup House

64 Waterman Street 1875-78:
University Hall, Brown Uni
versity

36 WeybossetStreet 1872: Eq
uitable Building

William R. Walker & Son
Walker, William Russell 1830-1905
Walker, William, Howard 1856-
1922
Walker, William Russell, II 1884-
1936
See also Walker & Gould

242 Adelaide Avenue ca. 1900:
GeorgeW. RobinsonHouse

5 Bell Street 1875: Bell Street
Chapel

121- BenevolentStreet 1900: Es-
123 telle R, JacksonHouse
224 Bowen Street 1884: Frank

M. MathewsonHouse
173 Congdon Street 1881: San

ford C. Hovey House
[375] Cranston Street 1907:

CranstonStreetArmory
909 Eddy Street 1888: Christ

EpiscopalChurch
111 Everett Avenue 1915: Ev

erett Apartments
190 Hope Street 1865-67: John

A. Mitchell House
917 MantonAvenue1888: Man-

ton AvenueGrammarSchool
158 MesserStreet ca. 1890: Asa

MesserElementarySchool
1051 North Main Street1913-25:

Armory for Mounted Com
mands

52- Pine Street 1911: Hanley

60 Building
199 Promenade Street 1926:

Henry Barnard School
396 Smith Street 1885: Smith

Street PrimarySchool
260 Thayer Street 1915: Toy

Theatre
15 Vineyard Street 1882-83,

1913: VineyardStreetSchool
119 Washington Street 1917:

Renovations to Hotel Drey
fuss

201 Washington Street 1917:
Majestic Theatre

141 WatermanStreet1877: Hor
atio N, Campbell House

259 Wayland Avenue 1893:
JamesE, Sullivan House

239 Westminster Street 1873,
1892: Callendar, McAuslan
& Troup Building

Ware & Van Brunt
Ware, William R. 1832-1915
Van Brunt, Henry1832-1903

251 Benefit Street 1871: Rich
mond Fountain, Providence
Athenaeum

John Carl Warnecke& Associates
Warnecke,John Carl 1919-

25 Westminster Street 1974:
Hospital Trust Tower

Warner, William D. 1929- 1
55 Charles Street 1972:

Moshassuck Square Apart-
ments

92- Doyle Avenue1972: Mount
98 HopeCourts

400- North Main Street 1972:
456 Moshassuck Square Apart

ments
120 ProspectStreet1973: James

N. Byers, Ill House
Warner,Burns, Toan & Lunde
Warner,Charles H., Jr.
Burns, Robert1916-
Toan, Danforth W.
Lunde, Frithjof M.

10 Prospect Street 1963: john
D. RockefellerLibrary, Brown
University

197 ThayerStreet 1967-71: Sci

encesLibrary, Brown Univer
sity

Warren, Russell1783-1860
257- Benefit Street 1845: Athe
267 naeum Row
198- Hope Street 1856: Henry
200 Lippitt House I
130 Westminster Street 1828:

Arcade
Warren& Wetmore
Warren, Whitney 1864-1943
Wetmore,Charles D. 1867-1941

11 DorranceStreet 1922: Bilt
more Hotel

Weinstein,Jacob
135 Thayer Street? ca. 1930:

LangrockBrown Building
Wilcox, Charles F. died 19051

15 CongdonStreet1874: Cong
don StreetBaptist Church

10 EastStreet1876: Third Bap
tist Church

Wills, Royal Barry
48 Harwich Road 1941-42: Ja

cob and Pearl Shore House
Winslow & Wetherell
Winslow,Walter T. 1843-1909
Wetherell,GeorgeH, 1854-1930

10 WeybossetStreet1896: Ban
igan Building

Woods, Frank W.
228- Butler Avenue1913: Buena
236 Vista Apartments

98 Irving Avenue 1913: Wash
ington Apartments

380 Lloyd Avenue 1913:
LafayetteApartments

123 WatermanStreet 1912: The
Minden Apartments

86 WhitmarshStreet1913: The
WhitmarshApartments

York & Sawyer
York, Edward Palmer1865-1928
Sawyer,Philip 1868-1949

15 Westminster Street 1919:
Rhode Island Hospital Trust
CompanyBuilding

Young, Ammi B. 1800-74
24 Weybosset Street 185S-S7:

FederalBuilding
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ter.

and codes.

22-26and 40 North Main Street
HopeBlock and Cheapside

APPENDIX A: JewelryManufacturingDistrict 571 Broad Street

NATIONAL REGISTER OF
HISTORIC PLACES

boundedapproximately by Elbow, Hospital,
Point, Ship, andSouthStreets,Imperial Place,
and InterstateHighway 195

Israel B, MasonHouse
747 Broad Street

Calvary Baptist Church

The Nationa] Register of Historic
MoshassuckSquare/AmericanScrew Company
FactoriesHistoric.District

305 Brook Street
Nathaniel PearceHouse/DeWoIfHouse

]‘]aces is the federalgovernment’sofficia]
list of propertieswhich are significant in
Americanhistory andworthy of preser-
vation. The Historic PreservationOfficer
of eachstate identifies propertiesbui]d-

boundedby Stevens,Charles, Smith, North
Main, and Hees Streets

Oakland AvenueHistoric District
portions of Eaton, Malbone, and Sparrow
StreetsandOaklandand PembrokeAvenues

Parkis-ComstockHistoric District

Brown University Campus
University Hall

66 Burnett Street
Richard Henry Deming House

CathedralSquare
Cathedralof SaintsPeterand Paul

ings, sites, districts, and objects which Parkis and Comstock Avenues and Broad 49-65CentralStreet

may be eligible for the National Register
and, with the State Review Board, pro-
posesthat the Secretaryof the ]nterior
approvethem for inclusion in the Regis-

.

Street
Pekin StreetHistoric District

portions of Alma, Candace,Inkerman,Mans-
field, and Pekin Streets and Douglas and
ChalkstoneAvenues

Pine StreetHistoric District

JonesWarehouse
33 ChestnutStreet

Arnold-PalmerHouse/DanielArnold House
17 CongdonStreet

CongdonStreetBaptist Church
737-739CranstonStreet

Listing in the National Registeris pri-
manly a tool to encouragethe preserva-
tion and recognition of our nationa]
heritage.Entry on the National Register

Pine, Friendship, and adjacentcrossstreets
Power Street-CookeStreetHistoric District

boundedby Hope Streetfrom Benevolent to
Power and Governor Street from Angell to
Power

JosephineWhite Block
11 DorranceStreet

The ProvidenceBiltmore Hotel
25 DorranceStreet

ProvidenceCity Hall
assuresthat the property wi]l not be RhodesStreetHistoric District 62 DorranceStreet
a]teredor destroyedby federa]]y funded both sides of Rhodes Street west of Eddy Union Trust CompanyBuilding

or licensedprojectswithout careful con-
sideration by the President’s Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation.Na-
tional Register listing does not require
the owner of the listed property to pre-
serve or maintain the property. Unless

Street,alsoadjacentpropertieson Alphonso
andJanesStreets

RogerWilliams Park Historic District
bounded, generally, westerly by Elmwood
Avenue, southerlyby Park Avenue,easterly
by Edgewood Road and Miller Avenue,
northerly by BroadStreet

128 DorranceStreet
"Shakspeare HalI"/Sprague-Knight Build-
ing/Ballou, JohnsonandNichols

101 and 117-135 Dyer Street
Hay Building 117-135 and Owen Building
101

235 EatonStreet

the owner app]ies for and receivesspe-
cia] federa] or state benefits, he or she
needonly comp]y with local ordinances

Stimson AvenueHistoric District
StimsonAvenueandAngell Street

Trinity SquareHistoric District
Broad Streetand Elmwood Avenue

WanskuckHistoric District

William M. Bailey House/DomenicHall
235 EatonStreet

GeorgeM. Bradley House/Martin Hall
416 EatonStreet

Winsor-Swan-WhitmanFarm

The following propertiesin the City

of Providenceare listed in the National
Registerof Historic Places:

bounded by Branch Avenue, Veazie Street,
WoodwardRoad, and adjacentsidestreets

WesleyanAvenueHistoric District
one block of WesleyanAvenuefrom Broadto

909 Eddy Street
Christ EpiscopalChurch

ExchangeTerrace
Union Station

Andrew Dickhaut CottagesHistoric District
115-141 Bath Street,6-18 Dike Street,and377
Orms Street

BlackstoneCanalHistoric District
Front Street Bridge Lincoln to Steeple and
PromenadeStreetsProvidence

Broadway-ArmoryHistoric District
following Broadwayfrom DeanStreeton the
east to Barton Street on the west; bounded
southerlyby Carpenter,Durfee,andCranston
Streets

CollegeHill Historic District
containedwithin theCollegeHill areabound-
ed to the north by Olney Street, south by
Cohan Boulevard,east by Hope Street, west
by rivers

CustomHouseHistoric District

Taylor Streets, including some houseson
Broad and Taylor Streets

97 Admiral Street
Esek Hopkins House

231 Amherst Street
Covell StreetSchool

263-265 Atwells Avenue
A.F. Cappelli Block

5 Bell Street
Bell StreetChapel

150 BenefitStreet
Old State House

176 Benefit Street
State Arsenal/Armory of the Providence
Marine Corps of Artillery

383 Benefit Street
ThomasF. Hoppin House

106 FrancisStreet
RhodeIsland Medical Society Building

106 GeorgeStreet
JosephHaile House/GardnerHouse

114 GeorgeStreet
St. Stephen’sChurch

345 BlackstoneBoulevard
Butler Hospital

15 HayesStreet
Gloria Dei EvangelicalLutheranChurch

84 HopeStreet
St. Joseph’sChurch

199 Hope Street
GovernorHenry Lippitt House

15 HopkinsStreet
GovernorStephenHopkins House

KennedyPlaza

along Westminsterand WeybossetStreets 12 BenevolentStreet FederalBuilding
Downtown ProvidenceHistoric District CandaceAllen House 250 Lloyd Avenue

bounded by Pine, Empire, Fountain Streets,
the Railroadand theProvidenceRiver

110 BenevolentStreet
Nelson W. Aldrich House

MosesBrown School
610 Manton Avenue

Elmwood Historic District
betweenBroad Streetand Elmwood Avenue:
north section along sectionsof Whitmarsh,
Moore, Daboll and Mawney Streets and

Hope StreetHistoric District

Princeton Avenue; south section along
Ontario Street, Congress,Lexington,Atlantic
and AdelaideAvenues

585 BlackstoneBoulevard
SwanPoint Cemetery

BlackstoneBoulevard, oppositethe entranceto
SwanPoint Cemetery

North Burial Ground

Trolley ShelterAmendment to Swan Point
Cemetery

5 Branch Avenue

Dyerville Mill
Market Square

‘ Market House
175 MathewsonStreet

ProvidencePreservationSociety

Grace Church
24 Meeting Street

Brick School House/MeetingStreet School/

Hope Street, from Benevolent to AngeIl 188-194Broad Street
Streets Aylesworth Apartments
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75 North Main Street
First BaptistMeeting House

100 North Main Street
ElizabethBuilding

118 North Main Street
Josephand William RussellHouse

150 North Main Street
Roger Williams National Memorial National
Park

957 North Main Street
JeremiahDexter House

251 Oxford Street
St. Michael’s Church, Convent, Rectory and
School

304 Pearl Street
New EnglandButt Company

210 PitmanStreet
ConstanceWitherby Park

69 PointStreet
Davol RubberCompany/DavolSquare

52 Power Street
John Brown House

66 Power Street
ThomasPoyntonIves House

45 ProspectStreet
GeorgeH. Corliss House

62 ProspectStreet
Dr. Marshall Woods House/Woods-Gerry
House

263 Public Street
David SpragueHouse

120 RobinsonStreet
Matthew Lynch House

90 Smith Street
RhodeIsland State House

396 Smith Street
Smith StreetSchool

581 Smith Street
CharlesDowler House

201 SouthMain Street
John Corliss House

110-116Union Street
ProvidenceTelephoneCompanyBuilding

201 WashingtonStreet
Majestic Theatre/LedererTheatre

250 WashingtonStreet
First UniversalistChurch

29 WatermanStreet
Dr. GeorgeW. Carr House

72 WatermanStreet
EdwardDexter House

108 WebsterAvenue
Plain Farm House

15 WestminsterStreet

The following propertiesdeserve
further studyto determinetheir eligi
bility for listing in theNationalRegis
ter of Historic Places:

Blackstone Boulevard Realty Plat Historic
District

BlackstoneBoulevard,Rochambeauand Elm-
grove Avenuesand the circumscribedcross
streets

Bridgham-ArchStreetHistoric District
Bndgham, Arch, and Wilson Streetswest of
ElmwoodAvenue

Doyle AvenueHistoric District
Doyle AvenuebetweenNorth MainandHope
Streets

FreemanPlat Historic District
Morris, Doyle, Wayland,andLaurel Avenues
and the circumscribedcross streets

Olney StreetHistoric District
Alumni, Arlington, and Morris Avenuesand
Olney Streeteastof Hope Street

ProvidenceCove LandsArchaeologicalDistrict
boundedby Smith StreetandtheMoshassuck
and WoonasquatucketRivers

WaylandHistoric District
Arlington, Humboldt,Orchard,Oriole, Taber,
and Wayland Avenues

169-171AcademyAvenue
BlessedSacramentChurch

23 Acorn Street
NicholsonFile Company

333 AdelaideAvenue
GorhamManufacturingCompany

25 Aleppo Street
Riverside Mills

688 Broad Street
Temple Beth El

387 CharlesStreet
Silver Spring BleachingandDyeingCompany

12 Cole Farm Court
Cole Farm House

1115 DouglasAvenue
Cowing and HeatonMill

210 Doyle Avenue
Ladd Observatory

28 EamesStreet
Dexter Brown House

137 GrottoAvenue
Frank Mauran,Jr. House

68 JeffersonStreet
Jefferson Street Baptist Church/Sts. Sahag
and Mesrob ArmenianApostolic Church

160 Kinsley Avenue
MerchantsCold StorageWarehouse

120 Manton Avenue
Atlantic Delaine Company

50 Maude Street
Providence Lying-In Hospital/Women and
Infants Hospital

295 Morris Avenue
Temple EmanuEl

312 Morris Avenue
William F. Keach House

68 PitmanStreet
Henry Childs House

91 PonagansettAvenue
Memo Mills

235 PromenadeStreet
Brown & SharpeManufacturingCompany

400 ReservoirAvenue
California Artificial Flower Company/Cal-
Art

317 RochambeauAvenue
Morris Brown House

460 RochambeauAvenue
William Bridgham House

1093 Smith Street
ZachariahAllen House

433 Union Avenue
EdwardN. Cook House

1-33Vineyard Street
Vineyard StreetSchool

RhodeIsland HospitalTrust Building

32 WestminsterStreet
Merchant’sBank Building

130 WestminsterStreetand65 WeybossetStreet
TheArcade

259 Westminster Mall and 72-78 Washington
Street

The ShepardCompanyBuilding

674 WestminsterStreet
All Saints MemorialEpiscopal Church

24 WeybossetStreet
FederalBuilding/U.S. CustomHouse

220 WeybossetStreet
Loew’sState Theatre

300 WeybossetStreet
BeneficentCongregationalChurch

66 Williams Street
Corliss-CarringtonHouse
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APPENDIX B:
SURVEY METHODOLOGY

The statewide survey of historical
properties forms the basis for Rhode
Island’s comprehensivehistoric preser
vation planningprocess.Surveymethod
ology is basedin large measureon the
trail-blazing techniquesand philosophy
set forth in the CollegeHill Report1959
and refined and expanded since that
reportthroughsubsequentstatewidesur
vey reportsto includea greateremphasis
on historyandarchaeologyin additionto
architecturalhistory.

The survey is basedon thoroughness
of fieldwork andprimary and secondary
research.Professionalstaff are assigned
to undertakea surveyof a single neigh
borhoodor municipality. As a basicpart
of thesurvey, the staffmemberbecomes
thoroughlyfamiliar with the surveyarea,

noting significant districts, buildings,
sites,structures,and objectsin the study
areaanddecidingwhich propertiesareto
be included in the survey. Fieldwork in
cludes driving all public rights-of-way
and noting all significant properties,
which are photographedand recorded
on standardhistoricbuilding surveydata
sheetsthat include a physical descrip
tion, generalcondition,siting, andneigh
borhood context.Historical background
information for eachpropertyis obtained
through the use of maps,streetatlases,
published and unpublished histories,
guidebooks, manuscripts, newspapers,
directories,photographiccollections,and
public records;in most cases,deedand
building-permitresearchprovideddates,
architects,andbuildersof structures.The
information collectedfor eachof theindi
vidual propertiesforms the basis for the
inventory of historic properties.The nar

rative texts that accompanyand explain
the contextsfor the inventory are based
on information gatheredfor the inven
tory as well as additional primary and
secondaryresearch.

In draft form, the survey reportis ex
tensively reviewed by the staff of the
Historical PreservationCommission,the
Rhode Island Review Board, local of
ficials, historians, and knowledgeable
citizens.Whennecessary,expertsin vari
ousfields - suchasarchaeologyor eth
nic history - are calledupon to review
particularareasor issuesdealtwith in the
surveyreport.

The fieldwork, research,and narrative
draftsprovide the municipal context for
evaluationof propertieswithin the sur
vey for eligibility to theNationalRegister
of Historic Places, the next step in the
comprehensive historic preservation
planningprocess.
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HISTORIC BIJILDING DATA SHEET
RHODE ISLAND STATEWIDE SURVEY

FILE NO. PLAT 69 LOT 531 LUS___________

ADDRESS 58 CandaceStreet

OWNER Richard T. Bzdyra

PRESENT USE:
I fan 2 fan x multi
pub_______ colTin______ indus________
ret i___ agr_______ mixed________
other___________________________________________

NEGATIVE NO. 23 WSH S

KNOWN AS0, a.

ARCHITECT unknown--probably none

s

,

-

"

-

rs
n

n
m

n

‘

NEIGHBORHOOD LAND USE:
res x come, indus__________
pub________ agr________ woods__________
other______________________________________________

DATE S SOURCES Ca, 1880--deeds, directories

ORIGINAL USE two-family rental property

ORIGINAL OWNER James Fuller

HISTORY S SOURCES: DEED HISTORY
Bzdyra, Richard 1. 1202/703 5 Dec 77
Atamian, Minas et ux 1155/515 8 Dec 69
Romano, Thom et ux 1153/725 10 Jul 69
Balkus, wm et ux 16 Jun 24
Shanley, John 1 Nov23
McElroy, jas E. 15 Jun 23
Fuller, Eliza, widow 1 Jun 23
Fuller, James 15 Mar 77

Fuller was a machinist. He lived next door
at 56 Candace, which he owned in addition to
this & other income-producing properties
around the corner on Alma Street.

1895 House Directory indicates that Holmes,
a machinist, and Mr and Mrs OHanlon, labor
er and dressmaker, lived here.

PERIOD/STYLE: P C F GR EV LV ET MT LT

DESCRIPTION: Stories: 2½
Roof: gable flank endx cross
gambrel flank_end_cross, hip_______
monitor nsansard flat_____________
other___________________________________________

Walls: clapboard1 brick stone__________
shingle______________ modern comp_____________
other________________________________________

Foundation: height 2± stone brick________
other________________________________________

Alterat ions: good poor none X
Rare bldg. iypicaTrits area x

COMMENTS: Retains wood fence along sidewalk
line in front and wood steps--original
features or close approximations of original. EVALUATION:

Physical Condition
structure 5 3 2 0
grounds 2 I 0
neighborhood 3 2 0

- -

2A

-5

*

Architectural
value 38 30 20 tO 0

Importance to
neighborhood 14 10 5 0

SURVEYOR ww AV Checked Fall 1976
SUPERVISOR DC HV Checked Fall 1976

HistorIcal
value 38 30 O 10 0 2

DATE: July 1976 Total Score

Fig. 251: Samplesurveysheet.
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Fig. 252: The NeighborhoodsofProvidence.
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APPENDIX C:
PROVIDENCE HISTORIC
DISTRICT COMMISSION

In 1959, the State of Rhode Island
approved enabling legislation that al
lowed communities to create historic
zoning districts. Providencebecamethe
third communityin the state to takead
vantage of this planning tool in 1960,
upon the establishmentof the Provi
dence Historic District Commissionby
municipal legislation. The original his
toric district, College Hill, extendsmost
of thelength of Benefit Streeton theEast
Side; it wasenlargedin 1977.The Stim
sonAvenueHistoric District, also on the
East Side, wascreatedin 1981. In 1982,
theBroadwayHistoric District wasadded
to the Historic District Commission’s
jurisdiction.

Historic district zoning is an effective

tool to safeguardtheheritageof a city by
preservingareasimportant to its archi
tectural, cultural, social, economic,and
political history.

The Historic District Commission is
empowered to review plans for any
changeswhich affecttheexteriorappear
anceof buildings and their surrounding
area within designateddistricts. Such
changesinclude signage,new construc
tion, alterations, repairs, moving, or
demolition. Paint colors and interior
plansarenot subjectto theCommission’s
review. As part of the constructionproc
ess,theHistoric District Commissionhas
played a significant role in stabilizing
neighborhoods as well as improving
individual structureswithin thesedis
tricts.

The ProvidenceHistoric District Com
mission meets monthly to review appli
cations for a Certificate of Approval
along with supplementaryplans and

drawings. All meetingsare open to the
public. On approvalby the Historic Dis
trict Commission,astampedCertificateof
Approval is issued,which is thenfiled in
the Office of Building Inspection,and a
building permitmaybe issued.No build
ing permit is issuedwithin the historic
district zones without Historic District
Commissionapproval.A decisionof the
Historic District Commissionmay beap
pealedto the Zoning Board of Review.

The Commissionconsistsof thirteen
members.Nine of these,all residentsof
Providence,are appointedby the mayor
in staggeredthree-yearterms.Twomem
bersare electedby theCity Council from
among its membership.Two members
are Providence representativesin the
General Assembly - one from the
Houseandonefrom the Senate.In addi
tion to Commissionmembers,Commis
sion staff is available to offer technical
aid.

Fig. 253: Providence: shadedareas showlocal hlsforic district zoning.
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120 RI-li x3 5602, 121 RI-li x3 5603, 123 RHi x3 4026, 124
RHi x3 360, 125 RI-li x3 4606, 126 RI-li x3 303, 127 RI-li x3
4398, 128 RHi x3 1491, 129 RHi x3 5395, 133 RHi x3 2348,
135 RHi x3 369, 136 RHi x3 1675, 145 RI-li x3 4152, 157
RI-li x3 2066, 162 RHi x3 5230, 165 RI-li x3 5229, 170 RHi x3
5227, 174 RHi x3 5289, 176 RI-li x3 5233, 178 RHi x3 5228,
179 RI-li x3 4468, 180 RI-li x3 4181, 183 RI-li x3 5234, 190
RHi x3 4138, 191 RI-li x3 5232, 192 RHi x3 5231, 194 RHi x3
501 7, 196 RHi x3 5455, 201 RI-li x3 1178, 203 RHi x3 2752,
205 RHi x3 2045, 207 RHi x3 2747, 209 RI-li x3 2166, 214
RHi x3 2756, 215 RHi x3 1710, 2l6, 224 RHi x3 430, 244
RI-li x3 2847, 247 RHi x3 2832

St. Martin’s Church

William 0. Warner

Figure 231

Figure 132

Elizabeth Sargent Warren

Wm McKenzie Woodward

Figures 3, 4, 87, 105

Figures 189, 206
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