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RIBBON-CUTTING CEREMONY SIGNALS THAT 

HISTORIC EISENHOWER HOUSE IS OPEN TO HOST EVENTS ALL YEAR LONG 

 

(NEWPORT, RI, October 7, 2015) The Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage 

Commission announced that improvements to state-owned Eisenhower House are complete and 

that the venue can host a wide variety of functions at a range of rates throughout the year. State 

Representative Marvin L. Abney and representatives from the R.I. Department of 

Administration, the R.I. Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission, and the Newport 

Chamber of Commerce gathered on the porch of Eisenhower House in scenic Fort Adams State 

Park for a ribbon-cutting ceremony to celebrate the completion of a $2.18 million project to 

restore and upgrade the facility.  

 

The major restoration project included installing new heating, air conditioning, and fire 

protection systems; building a new addition for ADA access; creating a new caterer’s kitchen 

and restrooms; improving meeting spaces as well as dressing rooms for the wedding party; 

replacing the porch flooring; and updating finishes inside and out. New furniture, lighting, and 

carpets complete the elegant interiors, and an array of state-of-the-art equipment is available for 

business meetings and conferences. Historic features were restored to maintain the character and 

charm of the house, built in 1873. Brewster Thornton Group Architects of Providence designed 

the project, and the Damon Company of Newport served as the general contractor. 

  

 “I am very honored to be taking part in the opening to the public of this gorgeous and 

historic structure so that future generations can learn from, cherish and appreciate the 

significance of the Eisenhower House,” said Rep. Marvin L. Abney (D-Dist. 73, Newport, 

Middletown). “As a retired military officer, this site and its history hold a special meaning in my 

heart and I hope and anticipate that will also be the case in the future for anyone else who walks 

through these doors overlooking the beautiful bay.” 

  

The completed project expands the use of Eisenhower House from the summer months to 

all year long. Site Manager Joan Kelly hosts business events, conferences, workshops, holiday 

parties, and other special occasion rentals. Eisenhower House has wifi service and is well 
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outfitted with a smart (internet-ready) television, projection screen, conference phones, and other 

equipment for meetings. Long a favorite spot for summer weddings, Eisenhower House now 

offers an extended wedding season. The views of Newport Harbor and Narragansett Bay are 

breathtaking throughout the year. 

 

 “It is important that Rhode Island utilize its historic and scenic resources to help grow our 

state’s economy,” stated Carole Cornelison, Director of the Division of Capital Asset 

Management & Maintenance at the R.I. Department of Administration. “This project not only 

restored a beautiful, historic building, but made it a viable year-round facility for conferences, 

weddings, and corporate events. Governor Raimondo has been laser-focused on putting the 

Ocean State on the radar for tourists considering their next trip and for businesses looking to 

grow. Now that it has undergone a state-of-the art renovation, the Eisenhower House will 

certainly be a destination for tourists and Rhode Islanders alike.” 

 

Designed by Newport architect George C. Mason & Son, the house was built in 1873 to 

serve as the Commanding Officer’s Quarters at Fort Adams. President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

vacationed here in the summers of 1958 and 1960, and the property has been known as 

Eisenhower House ever since. In 1964, the U.S. Navy transferred Fort Adams to the State of 

Rhode Island for use as a state park, and the State has operated Eisenhower House as a special 

events venue for two decades.  

 

 “Restoring historic Eisenhower House preserved Rhode Island’s heritage and is an 

investment in a first-class hospitality site. Newport is a premier destination for historic 

preservation and tourism, and Eisenhower House is part of both.” said Edward F. Sanderson, 

Executive Director of the R.I. Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission.  

 

 Though unable to attend the event, President of the Senate Teresa Paiva-Weed provided 

the following comment: “The State has made significant investments in Fort Adams to attract 

world-class events while improving access for Rhode Islanders and visitors alike. The 

preservation and updating of Eisenhower House into an accessible, state of the art facility that is 

able to accommodate events throughout the year will enable this stunning cultural resource to be 

more fully utilized.”  

 

 For more information about rates and availability, visit www.eisenhowerhouse.com, or 

contact Site Manager Joan Kelly at (401)847-6740. 
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