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/ - These pilasters are carrvied arcund the east wall wvherz they frame
‘the pulpit and sounding board by supporting & keystened eliliptical

g. This monumental central feature is flanked by large
double doors with eared frames topped by broken pediments. Between
the pulpit and the sounding board is a Palladian window..

arch molding

Several other structural changes occured throughout the nineteenth cenfury.
In 1832 the high pulpit and original square pews were removed and

the woodworl was painted wvhite. In 1834 the organ, gives by Nicholas
Brown II, was installed. This was ealarged. zud rebuillt dn 1884 and
1929, but the original case and many of the original pipes have su:s-
vived. Also in 1884 an addition was made to the east_eund of the

; building. Here a new baptistry was dnstalled and a stained glass

" window inserted in the east wall of the addition. The Waterford glasg
’ - chandelier is original, given by Hope Brown in 1792,

In 1957, through the interest of Jeim D. Rockfeller Jr., the entire
building was renovated and strengthenad, the.white paint on the
interior woodwork was changed to the original sage green, and the
high pulpit and sounding board were restored along the lines of the
first design. The baptistry added in 1884 was closed off from the
main auditorium by means of a recounstructed Palladian window,
rebuilt in the position of the original. -

t
al - ' BOUNDARY

: _ The First Baptist Meeting House property occupies a full block

i bounded on the north by the south curb of Thomas Street, on the east
by the west curb of Zenefit Strect, on the scuth by the north curb
of Waterman Street and copn the west b the east curb of Noxth Main
Street, an area of approzimately 1.1 acres.
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The First Baptist Meeting House was originally eighty feet sousre,

with doors on all four sidesz, the main entrance beiag at the wes

end under the tower, The main body of the church is a two stery frame
structure with a low pitched roof and gable ends. Wooden guoins -
visually support the corners adding a vertical ewphasis to the ,
horizontal clapboarding and wooden beltcourse at the second story.

Two rows of round-headed keystoned windows surround tine entire building
over a high basement with rectangular windows. The graceful spire
rises from a projecting pedimented two-story porch or tower with wooden
quoins and a modillioned cornice on the gable, like those of the main
structure. In the center of the upper story of the pavilion is a
Palladian window. The entrance itself is framed by & freestanding
pedimented Doric portico. Although the bzautifully vroportioned and
ornamented spire is the major focal point of the huilding, it lacks
unlty with the rest of the building in both scale and Cuallty.

This -lack of coherence reveals Brown's amateur metfuus of design.
Instead of plamning the building as a whole, he gathored parts from
various plates in Gibbs' book and adjusted them to avccmmoadate the
building. The tower was taken almost line for line from one of the
rejected designs for St. Martin's which Gibbs illustrated in his book.
A Boston master carpenter, James Summer, was brought to Providence to
execute the design in wood, eliminating only the non-architectural
ornament. :

Originally painted to imitate grained stong, it would have had an even
stronger resemblance to the prototype. Gibbs' steeple however, was
designed to mount a full Corinthian portic; Brown used instead a small

" one story portico from another piate, Gibbs' design for Marybone Chapel.

The first stage of the spive is square, with quoined corners, rclating
i1t to the porch on which ir rests. Absve tihds an almost temple like
pavilion sits, pedimented w.. zlil four sides, with arched openings :
below, framed by Ionic pilastera. Tie cnixrd and forth stages are

(n

.octagonal, diminishing in size, with arched windows and Corinthian

pilasters. Ornamental vases or urns at the angles of each stage,
decrease proportionately in size, maintaining the upward movement of
forms.

On the interior, the Square auditorium is divided intc nave and side
aisles by a row of four fluted Doric columus on each side which carry

an elliptical ceiling and groin~vaulted gallery. A balcony cuts through

the columns on both sides. This arrangement is a somewhat simplified
version of Gibbs' design for Marybone Cahpel, also illustrated in his
book. The broad shallow plaster vault over the nave and the groin
vaulted side bays are unornamented and-create a lofry eunpansive space,
accented by their light, graceful springing from tha slender Doric
columns. TFluted doric pilasters along the wall correspond to the
columns and provide support for the vaults of the side bays.
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"[STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Baptist Meeting House, erected in Providence Rhode Island™
.in 1774-75, is an important example of late Georgian church design

in the American colonies. Joseph Brown, a wealthy merchant and pro-
fessor at Brown University, was in part responsible for the design,
based upon an unexecuted variant for St. Martins-in-the-Fields by
James Gibbs. The building reflects its New England heritage in its
frame and clapboard construction and in its originally square, meeting
house plan. Although perhaps not as elegant as Christ Church in
. Philadelphia (1727-57), with its wealth of Baroque detail executed

in brick, or as refined as Kings Chapel in Boston {1761) with its

well proportioned portice and fine granite masonry, The First Baptist
Meeting House with its well proportioned, elaborate spire retains a
strength and dignity which makes it one of the most beautiful eighteenth
century churches in America. : ‘

INSTRUCTIONS

HISTORY

In 1638 Roger Williams founded the first Baptist Church in America.
For sixty years, services were held in houses of members until the
sixth pastor, Pardon Tillinghast, built the first church., In 1774
when it was decided that a new church was needed, a site was chosen
and Joseph Brown, amateur architect, and Jonathan llammond, master
-carpenter, were sent to Boston to view churches snd meetinghouses
there. A committee was formed called The Charitable Baptist Society
"and was granted a Charter of Incorporation giving it the power to
receive and hold property. The meeting house was completed in 1775

as an 80 foot square building seating about twelve hundred persons.

. The design, selected by Joseph Brown, was based upon several plates

" from James Gibbs' Book of Architecture, 1728, which was owned by
Brown. The plan was adapted to confirm to the square, non axial
building of the traditional meeting-house to disassociate it from
Anglican worship. Originally an aisle ran through the middle at right
angles to the side aisles with doors opening on all sides.. In 1832
the box pews were removed and the rresent longitudinal ones installed
which changed 'the original orientation of the church. This was further
disrupted in 1884 when an addition was made to the east end of the

. building. = -
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With two exceptions (1804 and 1832) Browa Universiiv's commencement
has been held in the Meetinghouse since 1776. - Une of these praduates,
John D. Rockefeller Jr. funded a complets vehabilanion in 1957-58
and the building remains today both a uscful houze for an active
religious community and a fine example of late Saovgian church
"architecture. '
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TOESCRHIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (il inown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Baptist Meeting House was originally eighty feet square,

with doors on all four sides, the main entrance being at the west

end under the tower. The main body of the church is a two story frame
structure with a low pitched roof and gable ends. Wooden gquoins
visually support the corners adding a vertical emphasis to the
horizontal clapboarding and wooden beltcourse at the second story.

Two rows of round-headed kevstoned windows surround the entire building
over a high basement with rectangular windows. The graceful spire
rises from a projecting pedimented two-story porch or tower with wooden
quoins and a modillioned cornice on the gable, like those of the main
structure. In the center of the upper story of the pavilion is a
Palladian window. The entrance itself is framed by a freestanding
pedimented Doric portico. Although the beautifully proportioned and
ornamented spire is the major focal point of the building, it lacks
unity with the rest of the building in both scale and quality.

This -lack of coherence reveals Brown's amateur methods of design.
Instead of planning the building as a whole, he gathered parts from
varjous plates in Gibbs' book and adjusted them to accommadate the
building. The tower was taken almost line for line from one of the
rejected designs for St. Martin's which Gibbs illustrated in his book.
A Boston master carpenter, James Summer, was brought to Providence to
execute the design in wood, eliminating only the non-architectural
ornament.

Originally painted to imitate grained stone, it would have had an even
stronger resemblance to the prototype. Gibbs' steeple however, was
designed to mount a full Corinthian portio$ Brown used instead a small
one story portico from another plate, Gibbs' design for Marybone Chapel.
The first stage of the spire is square, with quoined corners, relating
it to the porch on which it rests. Above this an almost temple like
pavilion sits, pedimented on all four sides, with arched openings
below, framed by Ionic pilasters. The third and forth stages are
octagonal, diminishing in size, with arched windows and Corinthian
pilasters. Ornamental vases or urns at the angles of each stage,
decrease proporticnately in size, maintaining the upward movement of
forms.

On the interior, the Square auditorium is divided into nave and side
aisles by a row of four fluted Doric columns on each side which carry

an elliptical ceiling and groin<vaulted gallery. A balcony cuts through
the columns on both sides. This arrangement is a somewhat simplified
version of Gibbs' design for Marybone Cahpel, also 1llustrated in his
book. The broad shallow plaster vault over the nave and the groin
vaulted side bays are unornomented and create a lofty expansive space,
accented by thedir light, graceful springing from the slender Doric
columns. -‘Fluted doric pilasters along the wall correspond to the
columns and provide support for the vaults of the side bays.
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These pilasters are carried around the east wall where they frame
the pulpit and sounding board by supporting a keystoned elliptical
arch molding. This monumental central feature is flanked by large
double doors with eared frames topped by broken pediments. Between
the pulpit and the sounding board is a Palladian window.

Several other structural changes occured throughout the nineteenth cen
In 1832 rhe high pulpit and original square pews were removed and

the woodwork was painted white. In 1834 the organ, given by Nicholas
Brown II, was installed. This was enlarged and rebuilt in 1884 and
1929, but the original case and many of the original pipes have sur-
vived. Also in 1884 an addition was made to the east end of the
building. Here a new baptistry was installed and a stained glass
window inserted in the east wall of the addition. The Waterford glass
chandelier is original, given by Hope Brown in 1792.

In 1957, through the interest of John D. Rockfeller Jr., the entire
building was renovated and strengthened, the.white paint on the
interior woodwork was changed to the original sage green, and the
high pulpit and sounding board were restored along the lines of the
first design. The baptistry added in 1884 was closed off from the
main auditorium by means of a reconstructed Palladian window,
rebuilt in the position of the original.

BOUNDARY

The First Baptist Meeting House property occupies a full bleck
bounded on the north by the south curb of Thomas Street, on the east
by the west curb of Benefit Street, on the south by the north curb
of Waterman Street and on the west by the east curb of North Main
Street, an area of approximately 1.1 acres.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Baptist Meeting House, erected in Providence Rhode Island

in 1774-75, is an important example of late Georgilan church design

in the American cclonies. Joseph Brown, a wealthy merchant and pro-
fessor at Brown University, was in part responsible for the design,
based upon an unexecuted variant for St. Martins-in-the-Fields by
James Gibbs. The building reflects its New England heritage in its
frame and clapboard construction and in its originally square, meeting
house plan. Although perhaps not as elegant as Christ Church in
Philadelphia (1727-57), with its wealth of Baroque detail executed

in brick, or as refined as Kings Chapel in Boston (1761) with its
well proportioned portico and fine granite masonry, The First Baptist
Meeting House with its well proportioned, elaborate spire retains a
strength and dignity which makes it one of the most beautiful eighteenth
century churches in America.

HISTORY

In 1638 Roger Williams founded the first Baptist Church in America.
For sixty years, services were held in houses of members until the
sixth pastor, Pardon Tillinghast, built the first church. In 1774
when it was decided that a new church was needed, a site was chosen
and Joseph Brown, amateur architect, and Jonathan Hammond, master
.carpenter, were sent to Boston to view churches and meetinghouses
there. A committee was formed called The Charitable Baptist Society
"and was granted a Charter of Incorporation giving it the power to
receive and held property. The meeting house was completed in 1775

as an B0 foot square building seating about twelve hundred persons.
The design, selected by Joseph Brown, was based upon several plates
from James Gibbs' Book of Architecture, 1728, which was owned by
Brown. The plan was adapted to confirm to the square, non axial
building of the traditional meeting house to disassociate it from
Anglican worship., Originally an aisle ran through the middle at right
angles to the side aisles with doors opening on all sides.. In 1832
the box pews were removed and the present longitudinal ones installed
which changed the original orientation of the church. This was further |
disrupted in 1884 when an addition was made to the east end of the
building.
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With two cxceptions (1804 and 1832) Brown University's commencement
has been held in the Meetinghouse since 1776. One of these graduates,
John D. Rockefeller Jr. funded a complete rehabilatien in 1957-58
and the building remains today both a useful house for an active
religious community and a fine example of late Georgian church

architecture.
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forth by the Naticnal Park Service. The recommended Chief, O( 'é of Arch d!ogy i "sforr’c Prdservation
level of significance of this nomination is: —’6 57“1 ‘{15&7 ------ 7 - 75‘, ‘7 -
Nationat [ State [ Local () C: ONI"L BIS OD\IC'M >
‘ WATION L )
{NATIOFAL HISTORIC Date LAND
q _‘: N | o T S > .
Name LAN . uid) arTEsT LS ..\_:._..j sirmod: { "
/ pf_)g L\-&,' . 7/‘%’5 e
Title Dirsctsr, QI dulo
e - V——— - | Keaper of The National Register
MNATIONAL RISTORIC
Date T ) Date




Natiors! Hiztorice Landmok

Form .0t : UNITED STATES

e ._ DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
’ ) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .
. NATIONAL. SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
_i';:\;;uﬁk - i 2 TIEME(S). IF ARCHEQOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH' BEFORE THEME NKO.
Fhode Island Theme XX, Architecture (Colonisl)
3. NAME(S) OF SITE R ' 4. APPROX. ACREAGE
First Baptist Meeting House .1 «9 acre
5. EXACT LOCATION (Counly. fownehip, roads, ¢, I diftcudt Io find, skefeh on Supplementary Sheet) COUI).'ty.

75 Yorth Main Street, between Vaterman and Thomas Streets, Providence, Providencs
6. NAWME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Alge adminidetrator if different from awner)
Daptist Church

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Degeribe otiefiy what makes site importent end whal remaint are erlant)

The First Baptist Meeting House, designed by Joseph Brown and
erected in L774-T5, is an outstanding example of the elaborate tyve of
Late Georgian church structure that was utilized in New England cities
during the last half of the 18th century. It is also the oldest Baptist
church edifice in the United States.

Joseph Brown, well-to~do merchant and amateur architect, is
eredited with the design of this church, wvhich he based largely on the
plans of English churches reproduced in his personal copy of James Gibbs'
Book of Architecture (1728).

The church was originally 80 rfeet souare, with doors on all
four sides, the main entrance being at the west end under the tower. - The
main body of the church is a wocd two-story frame structure with low-
pitehed roof and two tiers of round-headed windows. The imposing spire
rests on a projecting scuare tower ¥ith a modillioned cornice and wooden
quoins at the corners like those on the main structure; the tover and spire
rise to a height of 185 fcet, lModeled after an unexecuted design (plate 30)
by Gibbs for Martin’s-in-the-Field, Londen, the features of the spire were
detailed by James Sumner, a master carpenter, of Boston; tower and spire
were originally "painted with different colors,' probably marbleizing. The
first stage of the spire is squore and open, adorned with coupled Icnic
pilasters with arched opening, entablature, and pediment on gach side while
the octagonal second and third stages have arched windows and are adorned
with Corinthian pilasters. Vase ornaments at the angles, proportionately
smaller at each stage, minimize the effect of the setbacks. The proporiionate

. : (Continued)

8 BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES [Gir;-b}at gourceee; give location of moanuscripls and rare works)

See page 3,

9. REPO??-TS AND STUDIES (Mention best reportt and atiedier, ne, NS study, HABS, ete.)
Historic Americen Building Survey: ({28 photos, 377h and 1789 drawinggs,
c. 1900, 1937, 1939). | ‘

10. PROTOGRAPHS * 11285 ~Q2 | 4. CONBITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, ee.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
miachebYewsX oD | Fxeellent Active Church Sept 17, 1967
1, NAME OF RECQORDER (Signature) 15. TITLE 6. DATE
j [ ei Charles W. Snell Historian !Nov. 1k, 1967
4:./1,0'} ot : e e e

*DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 1014 SHEET OF FAIRLY HMEAVY PAPER. (NENTIFY BY VIEW AND HAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAF‘HER GIVE
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. [F ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPLR MEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(F ADDITIONAL SPACE 1S NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NLUMRFRY
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

'NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
o ‘SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for eny item on the

regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets 88 necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical ordar
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), &s,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . , Page 2.

STATE

NAME(S) OF SITE

Fhode Island - First Baptist Meeting House

T. Continued:

height of' the stages and their transition from square to octagon is very ably
treated. Stairs in the tower lead to the galleries,

The interior, which was lengthened during the 19th century, bears
& strong resemblance to two of James Gibbs' churches, Marylebone Chapel and
St. Martin's~in-the~Fields. The square auditorium is divided into a nave
with single aisles by rows of four gliant, fluted Doric columns on each side.
These columns are broken by a gallery around the rcar and both sides. A
shallow plaster vault over the nave meets groined vaults over the gallery
bays. The east end was originally flat. The fine Palledian window set with
clear glass was moved backward in 1884 by the addition of a small channel.
Despite the loss of original pews and pulpit and an interesting second gallery
at the wegt end, where Negro slaves used to sit, the interior preserved most
of the original fine detail of windovs, doors, and cornice. Over the nave
still hangs a beautiful cut-glass chandelier, vhich was brought from England
in 1792,

In 1956 committees werc appointed by the church to study ways and
means to restore the building. A gift from John D, Rockefeller, Sr., a
Browvn University alumnus, made pogsible a complete rehabilitation and
restoration. This work, dene under the supervision of Perry, Shaw and
Hepburn, architects, and Antoinette T. Dowvning, was completed in 1957-58
and wvas largely concentrated on the east end, vhere the baptistry, added
in 188k, was closed off from the main suditorium by means of a reconstructed
Palladian window, which was rebuilt in the position of the original window,
The high pulpit was also reconstructed along the lines of the original design
and the white paint was replaced by sage, the original interior color.
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BN : UNITED STATES
: DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HiSTORIC_.S!TES AND BUILDINGS
‘ SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet i3°to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as meny
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d}, as,
8. Description and Importance (cont’'d) ... Page 3.

STAYE HAME(S) CF SITE

Rhode Island ' First Baptlst Meeting House

8. References:
-Hugh Morrison, Early American Architecture (New York, 1952), U61l-L62,

figs. 385«86; Aymar Embury, II, Early American Churches (New York, 191k}, 66-67; -

Elise Lathrop, 01d New England Churches (Rutland, Vermont, 1938), 136, 1ﬁo-h1;

George F. Marlowe, Churches ot 0ld New Fncland (Hew York, lQhT), 117-123;

Edward F. Rines, 01d Historic Churches of frerica (New York, 1936), 82-8L;

James G. VanDerpool, "Historical Development of Architecture in the U.S.A.,

1632-1912," (N.P.S. Ms., 1966), 82; ; Rhode Island, A Guide to the

Smallest State (American Guide Seriles) (Boston, 1937), Zoh-265; Antoinette F.

Downing, Esrly Homes of Rhode Island (Richrond, Ve., 1937), 271~276;

Brown Alumni Montnly Vol.58 (May, 1958).  Henry M, King, "The First Baptist

Church, Providence, Rhede Island, 01d Time New England, XXXIV, No. 3, (Jen.

1944 ), 39-L3; Horman M, TIshem, The Meeting House oF the First Ravtist Church

in Providence (Providence, 1925,
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Gor DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

T : ; NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ‘

_ o NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS -

1, S-TATE - . ' ’ i 2. THEME(S). IF ARCHECLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH™ BEFQRE THEME NO.

Rhode Ialand . IX, Develomment of the English Colonﬁ.eg, 1700-1775
3. NAMES) OF SITE 14, ABPROX. ACREAGE

First Baptist Meetinghouse

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, tewnuship, roads, de.  If difficult fo find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet) .
_Homh_thet_betbrem._watem;_and_’i‘h:::na&-fitreeta,_vaidenca
6. NAME ANLD ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (tlso cdminisfrilor if different from vwner)

Church property )
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION ¢ Descrite Lriefiy what menles xite important and whet remeine are eafant) .
Both architecturslly and historically, the First Esptist mectinghouse is one of
How Ingland's ncot notable muulie mildings. Yt origing date from the establishe
ment of the Lirst Daptist organizaticen in America, founded in Providence in 1639,
although the present structure was not built until 1774~75, The chureh wasg
dedicated in May, 1775, a fow weeks after the outtrcak of the Revolution, but in
design and feeling the structure helongs to tho Colonial pexilod,

When the congregation decided to build a new church, o camnittes of its members
wag sent to Doston to study churches snd neetinghouses and recerd their forms and
dimensions. Joseph Brown of the famous Providence farndly, and well~to-do merchant
and azateur arclidtect in his own right, is credited with the dosiyn of the church.
This he based on an unexecuted design for St. Hartints-in-the-ficlds, London, and
cn the plans of other Ingiish churches renroduced in his personal copy of (iibhgt
Bock of Architecinure. The church as originally built was £0 feet ssuare, with

a door on eacii gide and the main entrance wnidspr the sulre an the west aude 4
gabled extension with a pedimented portico on the west end housed the stairs to the
tower and spire, which rose to a height of 185 foet, The elabiorate srlre uig the
work of Jemes Sunner, a master carpenter of Foston, An wusual feabure of the
body of the church are the two tiers of round~leaded windows., The low=pitehed
roof and the squarcness of the structure combine to glve the church an aspoct of
spaciousness end dignity. Yhe intertor, all white, is trimmed in wood, Gulieries
rmn aloeng ench side, suprorted by giant Dorie culwmas, Over the five bsys on
ezch side are groined vaults which join the shallow vault over the nave,

- The interior was extendsd in the 19th century, and the original pews, pulpit md
slave gallery are gone, but otherwise the meetinghouse has suffered litile alteraw
tion. Happlily 1% has surviied to illustrate the maturity of native archisecture
in the last years of Colonial America when tho country stood on the thresinld of

+independaico {eanttd)

B. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REfERENC!:S (Gire biewt gavirces; give location of manwrerints and rare works)
Aymar Embury, Eavdy Anorican Churches (Hew York, 1914); Goorge F. Marlows, Churches
of 01d Hew Fnplend (lew York, 1947); Hegh Yorvison, Farly Ameriesn Architecturs
mew York 1952)3 Ldward F, Rinea, 01d Mstoric Churchen of Aveyiea (Hew Yori, 1936),

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mentivn hest reports and studies, a8, NI'S study, FIA s, ete.)

Historic American Buildings Survey (22 photos ¢, .1950, 1937, 1939, and ind uding
copies of drmwings of 1774 mad 1709).. .

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * ’ 11, CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Ausewm, farm, elc.) l 13. DATE OQF \[IS!T
arracken: vesgl w0 | Good | Chureh a/8/58
14, NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 15, TITLE [ 16. DATE
— Charles E,. Shedd, .Jre | _Histovie Sites Mintortan . l5/6/60. :

*DRY MOUNT ON AN B X 1014 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. 1DEMTIFY HY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGHAFRER: GIVE p
LOCATION OF HEIGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE iN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES, i

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMEMTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUNBER) [
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' NATIONAL SURVEY OF-HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional informetion or comments; for more space for any item on the
regulur form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items, All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as,
6. Description and Importance {cont’d) . . . - ’

STATE . NAME(S) OF SITE

Rhode Island First Baptist Meotinghouse

7. Iuportance and Description (eentta)

In 1956 committes woere arpointed by the ehurch to stud '

b cc 2P hu ¥ ways and meann to restors
the bullding, _A. gii’t of $500,000 frum Mr. John D, Rockefeller, Jr, » made psszible
complete rehabilitation and rectoration witich, 4t is estimated, will edd at laagt
another hundred yenrs to the 1ife ang usa of tho Heatinghouse, The mejor change hag

been tha reconstruction of the high pulpit wdth soun
orlginal design. &h pulpl cunding Loard on tl'ne basis of the

U- B, GOYULARMEKT PFRINTING CFFICE 14—/ 4020-1
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Natiemal_Histonc landmate i

Yorm 10-317
(‘opt. 1837} -

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

- NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS .

‘1. STATE 2. THEME(S). [F ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH"* BEFORE THEME NO.

______ IX, Development of the English Colonies, 1700-1775

3. NAME!S) OF SITE e . I 4. APPROX. ACREAGE
First Bantist Meetinghouse o : |

5. EXACT LOCATION (Counfy, townsehip, roads, ete, 1f difficult to Jind, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

~-North Kain-Street_between Wateman-and- Thomas Streets, Providence
. 6. NAME AND ADDRESS CF PRESENT OWNER (Also adminisirator i different from owner)

Church proverty

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION ( Liescrite briefiy what wiqkes rite tmporiant und what remuing are eziant)
Both architecturally and historically, the First Baptist meetinghouse is one of
New England's most notable public buildings. Its origins dete from the establish-
ment of the first Baptist organization in America, founded in Providence in 1639,
although the present structure was not built until 1774-75. The church was
dedicated in May, 1775, a few weeks after the outbreak of the Revolution, but in
design and feeling the structure belongs to the Colonial period,

When the congregation decided to build a new church, a committee of its mermbers

wes sent to Boston to study churches and meetinghouses and record their forms and
dimensions. Josevh Brown of the famous Providence family, and well-to-do merchant
and amateur architect in his own right, is credited with the desipn of the church,
This he based ¢n an unsxecuted design for St. Hartin's-in-the-Fields, Londcn, and
on the plans of other English churches reprcduced in his personal copy of Gibbs!
Book of Architecture. The church as originally built was 80 feet square, with

a door on each side and the main entrance under the spire on the west end, A
gabled extension with a pedimented portico on the west end housed the stairs to the
tower and spire, which rose to a height of 185 feet. The elzsborate spire was the
work of James Sumner, a master carpenter of Boston. An unusual feature of the
boedy of the church are the two tiers of round-headed windows. The low-pitched

roof and the sguareness of the structure combine to give the church an aspect of
spaciousness and dignity. The interior, all white, is trimmed in wood. Galleries -
run along each side, supported by giant Doric columns, Over the five bays on

each side are groined vaulis which join the shallow vault over the nave,

The interior was extended in the 19th century, and the original pews, pulpit and
slave gallery are gone, but otherwise the meetinghouse has suffered little altera-
tion. Happily it has survived to illustrate the maturity of native architecture
in the last years of Colonial America when the country stood on the threshold of

—independence, (_conil' d)
8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gice beat sources: pive location of man ua:ri(J!r end rare works}

Aymar Embury, Barly American Churches (liew York, 1914); George F, Yarlowe, Churches
of Cld New England (New York, 1947); Hugh Morrison, Early American Architecture
(New York 1952); Edward F. Rines, 0ld Historic Churches of America (liew York, 1936) .

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPS study, HADS, ete.}

Historic American Buildings Survey (28 photos c. 1900, 1937, 1939,

and inclt uding
copies of drawings of 1774 and 1789). '

10. PHOTOGRAPHS + i 11, CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE {(AMugeum, farm, elc.) 13, DATE OF VISIT
ATracHED:  ves[®l wo{J | Good Church g/8/58
14. Nﬁ[ﬂ-E OF RECORDER (Signnturs) 15, TITLE i 16. DATE
T hetr S R Chares B J istoric Si istorian | 5/6/
L £tz £ AR s fCharles E, Shedd, Jr, Historic Sites Historian  |5/6/60

"DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X 10}
LOCATION OF NUGATIVE.

HEET DF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER, IDENTIFY BY VI
IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE N PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPCS.

EW AND RAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHGTOGRAPH, AND MAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. CivE

(F ADDITIONAL SPACE 1S NEEDED USE SUPPLEMEMTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITFM NIUNMRAER
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_ UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, cte. Be bricf, but usc as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary.  When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the iters number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d).. . . . '

STATE

Rhode Island

NAME{S) OF 51Tg
First Baptist Meetinghouse

7. Importance and Description {cont'd)

In 1956 committes were appointed by the church %o study ways and means to restore

the building.

A gift of $500,00C from Mr. John D. Rockefeller, Jr., made possible

complete rehabilitation and restoration which, it is estimated, will add at lcaat
another hundred years to the life and use of the Heetinghouse. The major change has
been the reconstruction of the high pulpit with sounding board on the basis of the
original design,

e v —
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EGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
s PROPERTYFHOTOGRAPHFORM N
{Type alf eniries - attach to or enclose with pborograph)
T Neme

NUMERIC conE (Aaelgned oy NP3)
Rhode Islang (44)
Providence (007)

COUNTY
Providence

TOWN

Providence
STREET AND NUMBER

/5 North Main Street

3. PHOTOQ REFERENCE
PHQTO CREIT DatTe .

Norman g, Watson undated, verified 1974 . ©eting House,

. , Provldence, Rhode Island
IDENTIFICATION

DESCHIEE VIEwW, DIRECTIOI\\I. E_TC.
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FORM 10-301 A NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

UNIiTED $STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

o/ ' NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or en close with photograph)

Yy . AND/OR HISTORIC
First Baptist Church '

NUMERIC CODBE (Asalgned by NPE)

Rhode Island (44)

b First Baptist Church
Providance (007)
2, LOCATION L
STATE counTy Town
Rhode Island Providance | Providenaa
STREET AND NUMBFR h
75 North Main Street
A '
R 3. PHOTO REFERENCE )
;E PHQTd CRESIT DATE NEGATIVE FILED AT
B , i ‘
e Norman S. Watson undated, verifed 1974 First Baptist Church,
gt . .
r,% Providence, Rhode Island

4. IDENTIFICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

3 “.‘

IR Y )
I IR P o

View of church from the west.
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e NATIONAL RESISTZR oF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTYPHOTGGRAPHFORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
T Nine
COMMON

AND/OR HISTOR|C

NUMERIC Copg {Asaignad by NPS)
First Baptist Meeting House

Rhode Islang (44)
Providence (007)

First Baptist Meeting Houg
2. LOCATION

STATE

Rhode Islang

STREET AND NUMBER

COUNTY
Providenca

TOWN
Providence

75 North Main Street .

3. PHOTO REFERENCE
PHOTC CREDIT

Patricia Heintzelman

DATE

October, 1974

4. ICENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE vigw, DIRECTIoON, ETC.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

i
Ferm Na. 10-301

F L 10- 2 STATE
Row, 7.7 : UNITEDSTATCSDEPARTMFNA;FHHElNTEmOR [—_——“——F—_—_
NAHGNALrARKs-nvAE |__Rhode Island

COUNMTY
NAT!DNAL REGISTER OF H;\ TORIC PLACES providence
e FOR NPSUSE ONLY
— isapy
(Type all eniries - attach to or enc}}")se WL mapy ——— ENTRY NUMBER

[ T A

COMMON: First Baptist Meeting House

sND/oR HISTORIC:  Tirgt Baptist Meetine House

STREET AND NUM BER

75 North Main Street

CITY OR TOWN;

Providence
STATE. CODE |COUNTY: cope
Rhode Island | 44 Providence 007

2 MAP REFERENCE!

SOURCE:

U.5.G.5. 7.5' Series, Providence Quadrangle

scaLe:  1:24000

pave: 1957, photorevised 1970

REQUIREMENT!

TO BE INCLUDED ON AL L MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

#* U.5. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973-729-148/144} 34
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Farm o, 10.30 p

STATE
- UNi ST R
. e T AT ST e v fhode Tsland
. . . NATIONAL RE : cEs COUNTY
GISTER OF HIGTDRIC PLA Providence
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