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1.Name of Property

historic name ProvidenceFruit andProduceWarehouseCompanyBuilding

other nimeslsite number

2. Location

I hereby certify that the propütiis:
0 entered in the National Register

0 See continuation sheet
o determined eligible for the National Register

o See continuation sheet.
o determined not eligible for the National Register

o See continuation sheet.
0 removed from the National Register.

0 See continuation sheet.

street & number 6-64 Flanis Avenue 0 not for publication

city or town Providence .
- 0 vicinity

state Rhode Island code RI county Providence code 007 zip code 02903

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this N nomination
0 request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
HistoriO Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CER Part 60. In my opinion, the property
C] meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant
D nationally 0 statewide 0 locally. 0 See continuation sheet for additional comments.

-cJctQc Jkc i $, ic
Signatu of certifging officiat’Tit e - Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property 0 meets 0 does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet for additional comments.

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
Signature of the Keeper Date of Action

0 other explain
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property
Check as many boxes as apply.

Category of Property
Check only one box.

Number of Resources within Property
Do not include any previously listed resources in the count.

C] private
C] public-local
N public-State
o public-Federal

N buildings
o district
o site
0 structure
o object

Contributing Noncontributing

buildings

sites

0 structures

0 0 obiects

1 0 total

Name of related multiple property listings
Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
Enter categories from instructions.

Current Functions
Enter categories from instructions.

COMMERCE/TRADE

7. Description

VACANT

Architectural Classification
Enter categories from instructions.

- Materials
Enter categories from instructions.

MODERN MOVEMENT: Moderne foundation CONCRETE
walls CONCRETE

BRICK

roof SYNTHETICS: rubber;METAL: steel

nthc’r

____________ _____

1 0

0 0

0

Narrative Description
Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets,
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8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria - Areas of Significance
Mark Ox" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property Enter categories from instructions,
for National Register listing.

COMMERCE
A Property is associated with events that have made

ARCHITECTURE
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

0 B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past,

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses - -

high artistic values, or represents a significant and Period of Significance

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction. 1929-1955

0 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations Significant Dates
Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply. 1929

Property is:

________________________________________

O A owned by a religious institution or used for -

religious purposes. . . -

Significant Person

0 B removed from its original location,

______________________________________

O C a birthplace or grave. Cultural Affiliation - -

fl D a cemetery.

0 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

O F a commemorative property.
Architect/Builder

0 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years Jenks and BalIou, engineers

Narrative Statement of Significance -

Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets,
Previous documentation on file NPS: Primary location of additional data:

0 preliminary determination of individual listing 36 0 State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 36 has been requested 0 Other State Agency

O previously listed in the National Register 0 Federal agency
Z previously determined eligible by the National - 0 Local government

Register 0 University
0 designated a National Historic Landmark 0 Other

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository
# 408

__________________________________________

O recorded by Historic American Engineering Record
It



ProvidenceFruit and Produce Warehouse CompanyBuilding
Name of Property

10. Geographical Data

ProvidenceCounty,RI
county and State

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Edward Connors, Principal

organizationEdwardConnorsandAssociates date October21, 2004

street & number 14 Brook Street telephone 401 433-2871

city or town Barrington state RI zip code 02806

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map 7.5 or 15 minute series indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property,

Additional items
check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items .

Property Owner
complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.

name

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code

Paperworit Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for appiiticns 10 me National Register 01 Fllstonc Maces to norrenate properties to, listing or aelemsne eligibility icr titling. 10lisi properties, and amend listings. Response to ihis request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance wiih the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended 16 usc. 470 el seq.

Estimated Burden statement: Public reporting burden For this form is estiriwted to average 18_i hours per response induding tint for reviewing instwctia’is. gatheting and maintaining data, and
completing and reviewing the form. Direct con’anents regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the chief. Adntinisb’ative Services Division, National Park service, P0. Box 37127,
Washington. DC 20013-7127: and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects 1024.0016. Washington, DC 20503.

Acreage of Property approximately 4 acres

UTM References
Place additional references on a continuation sheet.

ii II 219181 118101 141613131219101
Zone Eastin Northing

2111111111111111111
Verbal Boundary Description
Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.

Boundary Justification
Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.

SlIIIIlIIllI 1111111
Zone Eastin Northing

4IIIIIIIIlIIIIIIIl
0 See continuation sheet
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Note:Much of the textfor this nominationhas beendrawn from documentationpreparedin 1994 and /998 by thestaffof thePublic
ArchaeologyLaboratory. This documentation,cited in thebibliography, includes the1994 nominationfor a Provisions Warehouse
District, the 1998 Historic AmericanBuilding SurveyHA 85-408, recording ofthe Provisions WarehouseDistrict, and the 1998
RhodeIslandHistoric Resources Archive recordingoftheProvidenceFruit and WarehouseCompanyBuilding RI/-IRA Prov-0004,,.

DESCRIPTION

The ProvidenceFruit and ProduceWarehouse CompanyBuilding PFPWCis a long, two-story, flat-roofed
vaguelyAi-t Modemeindustrial building,built of reinforced concreteandbrick. It is locatedon a 4-acrelot in
the formerprovisionswarehousedistrict north of downtownProvidence.This parcel, frontingon Harris
Avenue,facesthe Woonasquatucket Riverto the immediate westof InterstateRoute95 and north of thetracks
of the former New YorkNew Havenand Hartford Railroad.

The structuralsystem consistsof a reinforced-concreteskeleton,finished with red brick. The grid-like structure
of thebuilding is evidenton the exterior, with intersectingcast-concretepiers andlintels framingthe
nonstructuralred brick kneewalls andbanksof metal awningwindows. Loadingdocksattachedto thenorth
and south elevationshavepouredconcreteand fill foundationstoppedby a slab concretefloor. The loading
docksare coveredwith a flat, steel-framedcanopy, whichis held in placeby steel rodsattachedto the vertical
concretepiers that divide thebaysof thebuilding.

This immense, horizontal buildingwas originally965 ft. long but lost severalbaysanda railway towerat the
east endduring theconstructionof an Interstate95 rampbuilt in the 1980s.As a result, theeastelevationof the
building wassealedwith concreteblocks.In all, 64 of thebuilding’s original 71 bayssurvive. The flat roofline
on thenorth and southelevationsis interruptedevery 10 to 11 bayswith a raised,steppedparapetthat topsa
three-bay sectionof alternating concretepiers andmetal awning windows.The parapetsat thewestendof the
building wraparoundthe cornersto thewestelevation. The sectionof thebuilding remoyedon the east end was
similar to that of thewest.Slightly projectingpiers with pointedtops divide thebays.Pavilion-like clustersof
four more-closely-spacedpierscappedwith steppedparapets punctuate thenorth andsouth elevationsand
bolster the northwestand southwestcorners.

Baysnot under parapetscontaina ribbon of metal awningwindows anda red brick kneewall in thesecond
story. Thefirst storiesof thosebayscontain similar ribbonsof windowsabovetwo loading bayopenings.Most
of the loadingbayshavetheir original side-hinged,doublemetal doorswith threelight windowsbehind
protectivewire mesh.Twenty square,red brick elevator shaftswith nine light metal windowson each siderise
abovethe southelevationofthe building. A prominentbrick chimneystacknearthe centerof thebuilding is
alsovisible from that elevation.
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The interior of thebuilding consistspredominantlyof large, openrooms dividedby concreteblock partition
walls. Wood-framecashier’soffices were foundin some units.Historically, thewalls wereconstructedto
enclosespacerequiredby the businessesoperatingout of the units.The dominant architecturalfeaturesof the
interior arethe largereinforced concrete mushroom columnsthat supportthe first andsecondfloorsandthe
roof. The floors are reachedby at leastone freight elevatoron thesouthwall of eachunit and a setof metal,
scissor staircasesat the northwest comer.The concretebasementwalls are coveredwith cork, which servedas
insulationfor cooling with circulating water refrigerationsystemsthat were optional to eachtenantin the
building. A tunnel, whichruns underthesouth loading platform, supplies accessto utility lines, drainsfor the
cooling systems,and, at one time, accessunder HarrisAvenue to theMerchants’Cold StorageWarehouse
demolished1998. A boiler, which servedas theheatingplant for the building, is locatedin thebasement.

The primary alterationsto thePFPWCBuilding are the loss of the seveneastemmostbays andthe removalof
mostof the first-story and someof the second-story windows.The openingswherethewindows have been
removedhave beenfilled with concreteblocks. A rectangularconcreteblock structure hasbeenaddedon top of
the loadingplatform in thewesternmostbaysof the southelevation.During the periodof vacancy,the exterior
hassufferedfrom deteriorationandvandalism.Recently thewindows and entrywayshave beensecuredwith
plywood panelsandthe HarrisAvenuepropertyline securedwith fencing.
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SIGNIFICANCE

From 1929 to its closing in 1998, the ProvidenceFruit andProduceWarehouseCompany Buildingservedas the
state’smost important distribution centerfor RhodeIsland-grownandimportedfresh fruitsand vegetables.This
building oncestoodamonga numberof provisions warehousebuildings andrelatedstructuresin this areaof the
city. Most havebeendemolishedas partof highwayramp improvementsassociatedwith the constructionof
Providence PlaceMall. TheProvidenceFruit and ProduceCompany Warehouseis thusa survival ofa once-
vital con-unercialdistrict associatedwith thegrowthof metropolitan Providencein the late 19th and early20th

centuries.

Thebuilding is also significant asan excellent exampleof utilitarian industrial architecture.Designedby the
locally prominent engineeringfirm of Jenks& Ballou, this building representsthemainstreamadoptionof
reinforcedconcrete structuralsystemsandtheuseof pouredconcretemushroom columns.

History

The ProvidenceFruit and ProduceWarehouse CompanyBuilding PFPWCat 4-64 HarrisAvenueis a
survivingbuilding of a once-vibrantprovisions warehousedistrict. Locatedon the north sideof the tracksof the
New York, New Haven,& Hartford RailroadNYNH&H, thedistrict onceincludedten buildings constructed
between1894 and 1947. Collectively, thesebuildings representedover a centuryof developmentof
Providence’sfood storage,processing,anddistribution industries.

The PFWCBuilding wasconstructedin 1929 in responseto a need for local fruit andproducemerchantsto
have a centralandconvenientlocation to markettheir goods.Since 1773,when theMarket Housewasbuilt at
Market Squarein downtown Providence,local produce dealersoperatedfrom wagonsandcartsalongDyer and
SouthWater Streetsin thevicinity ofthe formerWeybossetStreetBridgeover theMoshassuckRiver. This
open-airmarket flankedProvidence’scommercial waterfront. Constructionof theMerchant’sCold Storage
Warehousealong the tracksnorth of the city in 1894 representedthebeginningof a shift from maritime delivery
of perishablegoodsto delivery by rail. The growth of metropolitanProvidenceover theperiod from 1830 to
1930 requireda centralizationof theprovision of food.

In Providence, food supplies were in demand to feed the growing urbanpopulation, which tripled
between1830 and 1865 and increasedagainduring the peakof industrial expansionin the late-nineteenth
century through the 1920s. The trend toward urbanized living required centralized sourcesfor
successfullysupplying goodsto the industrial andcommercialcenters.As rural peoplemoved to the city
and immigrantswere drawn to the mills, the problems of providing food without the waste likelywith
perishablegoodsbecamean important issue. By the middle of the century,both warehousing andcold
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storagetechnologieswere being developedto improve the storage and long-termpreservationof foods

andothercommodities.1

In the late nineteenthcentury,sectionsof thestreetssurroundingopen lots nearthe river were leasedto market
gardenersfor earlymorning trade.2By themid-teens,frustrationwith traffic congestionin the downtownarea
and a restriction requiringthat dealers vacateMarket Squareby 10:30 a.m.prompteda groupof local produce
mento seeka more suitable locationfor an outdoormarket.3

The groupformedthe Providence MarketGardeners’Associationandpurchaseda four-acretract from the Dyer
family in the Woonasquatucketvalley, between PromenadeStreetandDavis Park.Thedealersoperatedin
open-air stallsat what becameknown asthe GovernorDyer CooperativeMarket. A largemarketbuilding
extant wasplannedin 1929, but constructionwasdelayeduntil the late 1930s.

While the Governor DyerCooperativeMarket attractedmany local producedealers,a numberremainedat
Market Squareuntil the late 1920s.By that time, traffic congestionhad increasedto the point where local
officials wishedto move the dealersout of the downtownarea.Early in 1927, theCity Council orderedthat all
producedealersmove out of the areaby July 1. In response,a groupof MarketSquare dealers,headedby Frank
A. Crossley,bandedtogetherto form Providence TerminalMarket, Inc. PTM, Inc., for the purposeof securing
land andconstructinga marketbuilding at a convenientlocationon thefringes of the downtownarea.Former
ProvidenceMayor JosephH. Gainer,servedasthe attomeyand spokesmanfor the corporation,andheadedthe
searchfor an appropriatelocation.4In October1927, thestockholdersofthecorporationvoted unanimouslyto
enterinto an agreementwith the ProvidenceProduceWarehouse Company,a subsidiaryof the NYNI-I&H
Railroad,to erecta building on the railroad’s former Yard17. Thesite, which frontedon the tracks,was located
southof the MerchantsCold StorageWarehouse1894 on Harris Avenue in Providence’sprovisions

warehousedistrict. Theinitial plans for the propertyincludedthe constructionof a $740,000building, which
would be paid forover a periodof 25 yearsfrom rent chargedto the produce dealer occupantsof thebuilding’s
units.5

In early January1928, PTM, Inc. announcedthat it expectedto be in thenew building by the end of the year.
Theyalsoaskedfor andwere grantedan extensionby the City Council to allow dealersto continue operatingin
the Market Square areauntil the new marketbuilding was completed.6Constructionof the building beganin
late July and was scheduledfor completionby January1, 1929, when the CityCouncil agreementexpired.7
Difficulties encounteredwith the constructionof undergroundtunnelsto the MerchantsCold Storage
Warehouse,however,delayed theopeningof the building until April 1929.8
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Financedby the ProvidenceProduceWarehouseCompany,the building washailed by thenational,state,local,
andrailroad officialswho attendedits openingcelebrationasthe"finest andmost efficient distributingunit for
perishablefoods in the UnitedStates."9The $1 million, Art Modeme facility wasdesignedby EmoryW. Ballou
of the prominentlocal engineeringfirm of Jenksand Ballou.iO Constructedwith a steel frameandpoured
concreteskeletonand finished with red brick, the two-storybuilding measured965-ft.-longby 6011.-wide.Its
basementlevel extendedto 90 ft. in width, extendingout below the loading docksattachedto thenorth and
south elevationsof the building. The interior wasdivided into narrow 15 to 20 ft.-wide units, but renterscould
customize theirspacesby leasingadjoining units. Theamountof rent dependedon the numberof units occupied
andwhether ornot an elevatorwas installedand cooling apparatuswas needed.If additional cold storagespace
was needed, the dealerscould rent it at the neighboring MerchantsCold StorageWarehouse,which was easily
accessiblevia thetunnelconnecting thetwo buildings. Importedproducecouldbe broughtup to thebuilding by
rail on four spursoff the NYN}-I&H Railroad.After the goods wereprocessedandpacked, theycouldbe loaded
onto trucks from the Harris Avenue platform for local distribution.

Thebuilding wasin continuoususeby local produce dealersfrom 1929 to 1998. Among the longest-running
businessesto operatethereweretheTourtellot Company,an original tenant in 1929, remainingthereuntil the
early 1990s; andWilliam J. Canaan,Inc., which operatedtherefor some60 years. From the time of its
establishmentuntil the late 1 980s,the PFWCBuilding was a thriving hub for local food distribution,handling
all mannersof locally grown andimportedvegetablesand fruits. In the 1990s,however,largesupermarket
chainsbegan buyingmuchof their producedirect from growers,thereby eliminatinga significantportionof the
wholesalers’business.

Thephysical appearanceof thebuilding reflects the downturnin thefortunesof thecity’s producedealers.In
the 1980s,severalbays and a railway tower at the east endof the building were removedto make wayfor
constructionof a ramp off Interstate95 necessitatedby theconstructionof ProvidencePlaceMall. In, 1998 the
Stateof Rhode Islandacquiredownershipof the PFWC, transferringsupervisionof the propertyto theR.I.
Departmentof Transportation.Thelastproducevendors left thebuilding in the same year;it hasbeenvacant
sincethat time. Currentplans2004 call for a rehabilitationof thebuilding andconversionto mixed residential
andcommercialuse.
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Notes

National Register nominationform for Provisions WarehouseHistoric District, p. 24
2 JohnHutchins Cady, The Civic andArchitecturalDevelopmentofProvidence,p. 238

ibid., p. 239 -

‘ ProvidenceJournal27 September1927: 5

ProvidenceJournal5 October1927: 24
6 ProvidenceJournal8 January1928: 6 -

ProvidenceJournal 14 July 1928: 6
ProvidenceJournal 16 April 1929: 1

ibid. -

° This descriptionof Jenks& Ballou is takenfrom the 1994 ProvisionsWarehouseHistoric District nomination
form pps.33-4:

Jenks and Ballou, establishedabout 1914 by Richard P. Jenks and Henry W. Ballou, is another
importantengineeringfirm of the period whosework is representedin this district. Little has been
documentedof their careerand designs. Thisis, in part, due to Henry Ballou’sfinal wish that his
personalpapersbe destroyed andhis office disbandedwhen he died in 1964 at theageof 89.
However, it is known that HenryBaIlou graduatedfrom MIT, that the firm’s office waslocatedon
the top floor of the Industrial Trust Building, and that the firm was active in Rhode Islandfor
almost 50 years ProvidenceJournal 3 January 1964: 1,4. Jenks & Ballou worked both in the
designing of buildings, for instance Fram Engineering, Inc 1963-4, 105 Oak Avenue, East
Providence;New England Telephone andTelegraphCo. date not recorded,East Providence;
laboratoryandpumping facilitiesat QuonsetPoint Naval Air Station dateunknown; and various
sewageline projects throughoutthe state.

ProvidenceMagazineMay 1929: 190,ProvidenceJournal 16 April 1929: 2
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Electronic Sources

Terp, Rachel. Providence Architecture:ProvidenceProduceWarehouse.Brown University24 September2004.
http://www.brown.edu/Courses/HA0191 /providenceproducewarehouse.html

Unpublished sources

Adaptive ReusePlanfor the ProvidenceFruit andProduce WarehouseCompany Building.William D. Warner
Architects andPlanners.March 2003. On file, Rhode IslandHistorical PreservationandHeritage

Commission.

ProvidenceFruit and WarehouseCompanyBuilding, RJHRANo. PROV-00041998. On file, Rhode Island
Historical Preservationand Heritage Commission.
Note: This documentincludes process photography takenwhile thewarehousewasstill in operation.

ProvidenceIndustrial SitesandCommercial BuildingsSurvey. Providence PreservationSociety,2001.

Provisions WarehouseHistoric District. NationalRegisterofHistoric Places Evaluation1994. Preparedby
Virginia AdamsandAnne E. Tait, Public ArchaeologyLaboratory,Inc. On file, Rhode IslandHistorical

- Preservationand HeritageCommission.

Provisions WarehouseHistoric District. HABSNo. RI-4081998. Preparedby Nicolas C. Avery, Public
ArchaeologyLaboratory, Inc. Ori file, Rhode IslandHistoricalPreservationandHeritageCommission.

Engineering Drawing

TypicalBuilding Section. Preparedby Odeh Engineersas part of the ProvidenceFruit and ProduceWarehouse
Co. InvestigationNovember2002.
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Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Providence Fruit andProduce WarehouseCompany building are contiguouswith
ProvidenceTax Assessor’sPlat 19, Lot 38

Boundary Justification

Theseboundaries,comprisingabout 4 acres,defineall of the land historically associated withthe Providence

Page 9

Fruit andProduceWarehouse Companyduring almost sevendecadesof commercialoccupancy.
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Photographs

Items I and 2 arethe samefor all photographs

1. ProvidenceFruit and Produce Warehouse CompanyBuilding /

2. ProvidenceCounty, Rhode Island

Items 3, 4, and 5 arethe samefor photographs1-3
3. RobertBrewster,imagesfrom RIHRA PROV-004recording
4. 1998
5. On file: Rhode IslandHistorical SocietyLibrary

121 HopeStreet,Providence,RI
Rhode IslandHistoric ResourcesArchive recordingRIHRA Prov-0004

6. Exterior view northeast RIHRA 0004-1
7. #1

6. Exterior 2. view southeast RIIHRA0004-2
7.#2

6. Interior view of William J. Canaan,Inc., first floor, looking west,showingproducedisplaysandoffice at
right RIHRA 0004-8

7. #3

3. Edward Connors
4. 2004
5. On file: Rhode IslandHistorical PreservationandHeritageCommission

150 Benefit Street,Providence,RI
6. Generalview looking west from roofof ProvidencePlace parkinggarage
7#4
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