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OWNER'S NAME:

Newport Electric Company
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Rhode Island, 028LO
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CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)}

X1 Altered ] Unaltered ] Moved ﬁ] Origiral Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if knrown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is a rectangular masonry building, about LB feet by 120 feet,
eleven bays long, three-and-a~half stories high with a gable roof. The
masonry walls, made of green granite from Jamestown, Rhode Island, rough-

* cut and laid in random patterns, are a particularly handsome feature of
the tuilding. Supplementing the load-bearing outer masonry walls is a
heavy timber mill-frame construction on the interior and a wood-irussed
roof construction. Windows are spaced evenly on the north and south
long sides of the building, double-hung with twelve-light sash, the win-
dows of the sround floor being taller than the others.

A sguare entrance and stair tower projects from the center of the
north side of the building and still contains a stairway, though much
" altered and retuilt. The tower, which now terminates with a low pitched
roof about the height of the main roof ridge, originally carried a square

wooden kelfry with an arched, louvered opening on each face. - :

The interiors originally prohably consisted simply of open floor
space on all four floors, as is now seen oOn the fourth, or attic, fleor
and most of the third floor. The first two floors have been partitioned
for later storaze purposes. The masonry walls are plastered, and there
was apparently wooden wainscoting in some areas. The attic story seems
to have heen more fully finished than the lower stories, bub little of
that finish work remains.

Later brick buildings adjoin the original stone one at both ends--
higrer on the east and lower on the west--involving the rebuilding of the
east and west walls of the original tuilding. The north and south walls
of the ruilding are essentially intact, although a.few window openings-
have been closed,or enlarged as loading entrances. The original building
is at the center of a group of industrial tuildings on the waterfront and
is the key piece, architecturally, in the group. ' _,
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'SPECIFIC DATE(S) (I Applicable and Knowny L1031

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate)}

Aboriginol {1) Education [} Political £ Urban Plonning
{1 Prehistoric ' [] Engineering [J Religion/Phi- [ Other (Specity)
{1 Historic @ Industry lasophy -

[ Agriculture [ invention {7 Science

[ Architecture [J Londscope [0 Sculpture

O Amnr © Architecture [T} Sociol/Human-

[ Commerce [J Lirerature itarian

[0 Communications ] Militory [ Theater

[] Conservation O Music 1 Trenspertation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFFCANCE 9

The Hewport Steam Factory was built in 1831 by a group of Newport
tusiness men.. It was one of four early cotton mills built at about the
same time on the Newport waterfront in an ultimately unsuccessful effort
to revive ‘the economy of the town, which still had not recovered from
the Revolution. The Newport Steam Factory and the Perry Mill, built in
1835 and much altered, are the only two remaiming.

The Newport Steam Factory cost about $L0,000 to build and was used
for cotton manufacturing until 1857, when it was closed due to the de-
pression in the cotton-manufacturing business. It was sold in 1858 ang
re-fitted for manufacturing warp. In a fire in 1860, the second and
third floors were damaged and some machinery lost. 4t that time 6L men
were employed in the mill. The building was acquired in 1892 by the
Newport Illuminating Company and has been a key buildlnp until recent
times in its activity.

. . The Newport Steam Factory is the most important surviving example
of the 19th-century industrial development of the Newport waterfront,
ag well as being an interesting large example of early mill construction
in New England .
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AJOR!BIBUIDGRARHICAL REFER

Newport Daily News, August 1, 1882, p..2.-

Newport Mercury, November 10, 1860.

EOGRAPHICAL DAT

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
CEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COODRDINATES

o DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN TEMN ACRES
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Dagrees Minutes Seconds | Dagrees Minutes Soconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: N0t known: probably not more than two

jLIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: CODE | COUNTY . CoDE

STATE: CODE | counTy: CODE

STATE: - ] CODE | COUNTY: CODE
,

STATE: CODE | COUNTY: ) CODE

EORMPREPARED:B

NAME AND TITLE:

Osmund R. Overby, Project Supervisor

ORGANIZATION

CATE

August, 1970

Historic American Buildin gs Survey Newport Project, 1970

STREET AND NUMBER:

G0 Bridge Street

CITY OCR TOWN:

Newport

STATE . CODE

SNOILONYLSNI

Rhode Island, 028L0 LY

NATIONALIREGISTERWERIEICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is: }

National [ State 7] L.ocal D"

Name

Title

L Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

A

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date
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PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

STATE

Rhode Island

COUNTY

Newport

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

RaE

COMMON: Newbﬁ.:rt. Steam Facto ry

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LocaTioN

STREET AND NUM BER:

LL49 Thames Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE:

CODE

Rhode Island

jnn

COUNTY:

Newport OU5

|3. MAP REFERENCE

INSTRUCTIONS

SOURCE:

U. S. Geological Survey

scaLe: 1% 204,000

SEE

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newoort
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

DATE

COMMON: NBWDO Stem FtOI"V' |

AND/OR HISTORIC:

TREET AND NUMBER:

L9 Thames Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

STATE: CODE |[COUNTY:

CODE

Rhode Island, 028L0 n Newport
pHoto creoiT: Cervin Robinson, for Historic American Buildings Survey

005

DATE oF PHoTo: July, 1970

NecaTive riLeo aT: Library of Congress, Independence Avenue and lst St., S.
ashington, D, C

DEN' 10
R

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Interior of third floor, original building.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BTATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SRURTY
Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)
Z [TNANE
o common: Newport Steam Factory
— AND/OR HISTORIC:
- OCATION
U ISTREET AND NUMBER:
LL9 Thames Street
= CITY OR TOWN:
o Newport
| STATE: COUNTY:
e Rhode Island, 028L0 T Newport —~005%

pruoTo creoiT: Jack BE. Boucher, for

oaTE oF pHoTo: September, 1969

necaTive FiLeo AT:Library of Congress, Independence Avenue and lst St., S. E.,
Hash"ingtnn. s la

oN, ETc
View from the south, showing the steam factory of 1831 to the left
and the 1865 addition to the right.

istoric American Bulildings Survey
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
COUNTY
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph)

[1.” NAME- TR
common: Newport Steam Factory
AMD/OR HISTORIC:
[2. LOCATION —
STREET AND NUMBER:
L9 Thames Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Newport
STATE: CODE |[COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Island, 0280 LL Newport
. PHOTO REFERENCE . S L
PpHoTo creoiT: Jack E, Boucher, for Hlstorlc Amerlcan Buildlnes Survev
DATE OF PHOTO: Seotember, 1969

pecaTive FiLeo aT: Library of Coneress, Independence Avenue and lst Ste., S. E.,
W

'BENT! FICATION

DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

View from the north-west, showing the 1865 brick addition in the
foreground and the original 1831 factory in the background.







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BYATE

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES | “*™"[¥ |
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) T DURER —
= IL’NAME""': T e
o common: Newport Steam FaCtOI‘y
e AND/OR HISTORIC:
— [2. LOCATION ==
U STREET AND NUMBER:
LL9 Thames Street
= CITY OR TOWN:
o Newport
[l STATE: CODE [COUNTY: CODE
w Rhode Island 02 8L0O Newport 005
_ PHOTO CREDIT: Cemn Rohlnson, for H:Lstorlc Amerlcan Bulldlngs Survey
DATE OF PHOTO: J‘IJ.l_Y, 1970
(TT] pecaTive FiLeo aT: Library of Congress, Independence Avenue and lst St., S. E.
| w Washington, D _
v [T IBENTIFICATION
DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.
North elevation of original factory building, showing stair-tower.,







UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR BTATE .

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES )
Newport
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

v (Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) oy peaeel s
=z e
= common: Newport Steam Factory
a— HISTORIC
-
U ‘TF!EET AND NUMBER:

L9 Thames Street
D CITY OR TOWN:
x Newport
- STATE: COUNTY:
o Rhode Island, 028L0 i Newport 005
- PHoTo crepiT: Jack Es Boucher, for istoric American Buildlngs Survey

DATE oF PHOTO: September, 1969
i pNEGATIVE FILED AT: Library of Congress, Independence Avenue and 1lst St., S. E.,
w Haghinafnn._]} Co
DESCRIEE VIEW DIF{ECTI.ON ETC
View from the south, showing the steam factory of 1831 to the left
and the 1865 addition to the right.




