UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:

Foag 300
i NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

vy VAN

Rhode Island

COUNTY:-

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Newport

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

FOR NP5 USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

DATE

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

f1. Nj_ME T

COMMON:

Catton (Dr. Charles) House

L L

AN/ O® HISTORIC: ;

[2. LocaTion

STRLETYT AND NUMBER|

5 Cotton's Court ' -

.

L

CITY OR TOWN:

Newport

COUNTY:

Newport

STATE

Rhode 'Island, 028L0 o

CODE

a4

COCE

005

I3 CLASSIFICATION:

CATEGORY
{Check One)

;L * OWNERSHIP; sTaTus

"ACCESSIBLE |

70 THE PUBLIC |

X Occupied
[0 Unoccupied

[ Praservation work

m Building' D Publie .,
[ Structure (] Private
] Object /.-" [] Both

[0 District
[ Site

Public Acquisition:
3 In Process
] Being Considersd

in progress

T Unrestricted

Yes:
71 Restricted

3 No

PRESENT USE (Check-One or More ma Appropriate)

7 Transportotion
[] Other (Specity)

O Agriculturof [ Poark I
[ Commercial - X3 Privote Residence

[] Gevernment
[ Industriat

J Military

] Commants

[[] Educational {7 Religious -

] D-En'grtainmqnf D Museum D Scientific

L OWNER OF:PROPERTY

INSTRUCTIONS

OWNER'S N AME; . ) .

Elizabeth J. Thorup

STREET AND NUMBER:

C/o Sheridan J. Thorup, Agent, 61 Hundreds Road

STATE:

Massachusetts

S EE

CITY OR TOWN;

Wellesley Hills -

CoDE

25

[577U0CATION'OF LEGAL DESCRIPTIO

tALYLS

COUR'i'HOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

City Hall

STREET aND NUMBER:

Broadway

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Newport ‘ "

Rhode Island, 02840

CODE

Ll

FALNAOOD

[6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS:

TITLE CF SURVEY:

Statewide Survey of Historic Places

DaATE OF sSURVEY: 1910 [ Federdl X] State 1 County

[L] Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECOCRDS:

Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission

STRAEET AND NUMBER:

State House, 90 Smith Street

CITY OR TOWN: BTATE:

Prov-idence.

CODE

HIFGWNAN AHLNI

ATTND 381 SAN #C4y

Rhode Island, 02903

Ilvo
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LL?_.:‘DESCRIPTION

{Check Ono)’

i [7] Excallent lﬂ Good ] Falr 7] Deteriorated - {O Ruins” m Unexposed
CONDITION
(Chack One) (Check Onaea)
X1 Altered - ] Unaltered [J Moved ['E Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (Il known} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Set tehind later commercial buildings on Thames Street, the Cotton
house is the only structure remaining on the old, wide tuilding-line of
Newport's earliest street. Bullt in the first half of the eighteenth
century, the two-and-one-half-story, five-bay-wide house is set on a stone
foundation, 1s covered by beaded clapboards and capped by a gable-on-hip
roof of slate. The house retains one large, brick, central chimney and
a second brick interior chimney slightly to the rear. The house faces
south, atutting Cotton's Court and a larpge paved parking-lot, and its
west end faces towards Thames Street.

Although the interior has been remodelled, the exterior 1s wvery
well preserved. The four-panel central door is framed by flat pilasters
supporting a modillioned pediment. Six-over-six-paned window sash have
replaced the original smaller-paned ones, but all the original molded
sills, cans and vegged frames remain in place. The house's modillion
cornice breaks out to cap the second-story windows of the main fagade.
Small, hip-roofed dormers light the attic story at sides and rear.

Simple pegged window frames indicate that part of the rear ell may
also re early. This shingled ell is mainly of one story, with a slightly
hipped roof, and extends across the full width of the rear of the house;
a small section is two stories in height. -

An open, bracketted, one story porch with turned nosts has been
added to the west end of the house, and a simple pergola and shed adjoin
the house on the east end. Except for a small, fehced-in garden on this

: eastern side, the house is completely surrounded by the citv 8 munlcipal
) parking areas R . . u & .
. Details regardlng the house's interior are not avatlable at presént
s access has not so far been gained
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INSTRUCTIONS

$EE

B SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate) o
[(1 Pre-Columbian} .. [C1 16th Century [X; 18th Century [} 20th Century

[} 15th Century 7 17th Century | [C] 19th Century .

SPECIFIC DATE!S! (If AppHcable and Known)

AHEAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More aa Appropriate} .
{0 Urban Planning

_ Abor tginal _ [} Educotien {71 Political

" Prehistoric D Enginsering ] Religion/Pht. . (0 Other (Spectiy)

] Histaric O Industry ‘ losophy '

[ Agriculture [C1 Invention: " [T} Science

E] Archifeciuri : ] Londscape ] Sculpture

] A . . Architectyre [ Social/Human-

[ Commerce © [0 Literature irarian -

] Cemmunicetions D Military - [ Theater

D Conservaliion . - O Music (I} Trﬁnspnr?a'ion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cotton house, for many years the home of Dr. Charles Cotton,
.. surgeon on the U. S, S, Constitution, is a fine example of early
eighteenth~century domestic architecture and is very well preserved.

Like Newport's dwellings of the seventeenth century, the house was
built on the traditional wide building-line of Thames Street, the city's
earliest thoroughfare. As early as the 1720's, however, new mansions
weré being built in front of these earlier homes, thus transforming a
wide avemue into the cramped, narrow lane known today. The Cotton house

ings. It is significant- historically for its associations with the
Cotton family and/for its early date. Architecturally, it is a charac-
teristic Newport’ type. .Its gatle-on-hip roof was being used for impor-
tant houses built the 'in the 1720's and 1730's, Also, it is the only
house remaining on. the old building-line of Thames Street.

¢ LA, [ORERE N ) e
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is one of the most important houses in'a city full of outstanding bulld-
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Nowning, Antoinatte F,, and Scully, Vincent J., dJr.t
Harltape of Newport, Rhode Island, 16)10-1915 (Cambridpe, Massachuseotte,

The Architectural

10527, pre L, 09,

-

li0.

"GEOGRAPHICAL DATA ¥
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

" DEFINING 4 HECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY (1] DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TFEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
i Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Saconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW ° . - o + " ) ° ' . e ' -
e o . .l . . .|\ 29 18 | 71 18 . 53
SE o . ' . o ' . . b ! ’ ‘
W__ J : . ° . i

AR :
PROX!IMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: LeSS than_one_acre
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIEY
B3TATE: CODE COUNTY 4 CODE
1
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATEH: CODE couu;rv.- ' CODE
; .
/
STATE: CODE | COUNTY!: CODE

i:FORM PREPARED.BY:

NAME AND TITLE:

Clifford M. Renshaw, ITI, Consultant

OHGANI ZATION

R4 DATE

Rhode Island Hls’c.orical Preservation Gom'nission April 9, 1971
STREET AND NUMBER:
State House, 90 Smith Street
C1TY OR TOWN: STATE 1 ) ClO-DE
Providence - Rhode Island, 02903 - T

G STATE LIAISON; OFFICER CERTIFICA‘HON

NATIONAL REGISTERIVERIEICATION.

33

SNOILDNYLSNI

§ As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- g ' . . _’ . .
"i - tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law I hereby certify that this property :s included in the
- 89.665), [ hereby nominate this property for inclusion Ne:twnal Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been [
evaluated according to the criteria ahd procedures set ! ' ‘ ' -
1 Park ice. Th deéd ' '
N forth by the Natior‘m' Park Service € recommen ; Ch:ef Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
“ level of significance of this nomination is: E ; )
Nationdl' [ State " IXJ Local ; [ 3
7 :’ ' - .oy it ) Dﬂile
. Name . ' A . -
f - : //. - ATTEST .
5 h -~ ' . rd
i "1 Y . .
Titte ,-/ : C S .
// Keeper of The National Register
4 Date ’ i Date
/s [
) d P GPO #p1.087
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
MATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Ir-l1and

COUNTY

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES S ocriat

PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) il o,

DATE

e

I‘.\ N_‘”E‘\ . - g o . " e e O T 0 T

common: Cotton (Dr. C}*ar‘le.s‘) HOL‘ISB

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION

BTREET AND NUMBER!

Cotton's Court

ICITY OR TOWN!:
Newnort

STATE: CODE |COUNTY:

Rhode Tsland Ll Newnort

CODE

(801)

B PHOTO REFERENCE

buoto creot: Clifford M. fenshaw, ITI

DATE OF PHOTO: March, 1971

NecaTive miLep ot Rhode lsland Historical Preservation Commission,

State House, 90 Smith Street, Providence, R. I., 029

L e

DCICH!III VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Entrance (south) front.
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INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

UNITED STmTAE%g::CiI%iN;Eg;EEIE INTERIOR STATE ode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES: | Yewnort
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with photograph) o ol - L DATE

[TNANE

COMMON:: Cotton (Dr. Charles) House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

[2. LOCATION =

ISTREET AND NUMBER:

h Cotton's Court

CITY OR TOWN:

Newoort
STATE: CPPE [COUNTY: CODE
Rhode Iqland jani Newport 005
B PHOTOREFERENCE .. .. & e e ,

PHOTO CREDIT: Cli{‘f‘ord M. Renshaw III

oaTE oF PHOTO: March, 1971

& IDENTIFICATION

hecaTive riteo aT: Rhode Island Historical Preservation Commission,

State Honse, 90 Smith Street, Providence, R. I., 02003

-|DESCRIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC.

Main entrance.
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POP.12675 ) di'\"" =

GEOGRAPHICAL COORDINATES § 3

3 ; 1 A 4
situde 4 29, 18 X= o o L
I—’Igngituclca 71 18 53" % 5 E

% == i
4 SAINT S!I}I:;: 0:

EASTON
POINT

GENERAL HIGHWA)

NEWPORT CO
RHODE ISLAN

PORTSMOUTH -+ MIDDLETOWN -

PREPARED BY THE

DEPARTMENT OF  PUBLIC

DIVISION OF ROADS AND BR
HIGHWAY PLANNING SECT

IN COOPERATION WITH THE
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF COMM
BUREAU OF PUBLIC ROAD

SCALE

1966

POLYCONIC PROJECTION




INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

1Form 10.301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE

{July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Rhode Island
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNTY
. Newport
PROPERTY MAP. FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

COMMON: Cot'téln (DI‘. Char

les) House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUM BER:

5 Cotton's Court

CITY OR TOWN: ’

Newport

STATE: cOoDE |cOUNTY: CODE

h Ll 005

SQURCE:

Rhode Island Department of Public Works:

SCALE: 1:26)_;0

DATE: 1966

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where requirad.
2. North arrow.

3. Lotitude oand longitude reference.




