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CONDITION

DEScRIDE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL lJrnown PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Set behind later commercial buildings on Thames’ Street, the Cotton
house is the only structure remaining on the old, wide building-line of
Newport’s earliest street. Built in the first half of the eighteenth
century, the two-and-one-half-story, I ive-hay-widé house is set on a stone
foundation, is covered by beaded clapboards and capped by a gable-on-hip
roof of slate. The house retains one large, brick, central chimney and
a secondbrick interior chimney slightly to the rear. The house faces
south, abutting Cotton’s Court and a large paved paiking-Iot, and its
west end faces towards Thames Street.

.1 check One

Xl Altered C Unaltered

Check One

C Moved I Original Site

Although the interior has been remodelled, the exterior is very
well preserved. The four-panel central door is frarred by flat pilasters
supporting a modillioned pediment. Six-over-six-paned window sashhave
replaced the original snialler-paned ones, but all the original molded
SillSr cans and negged frames remain in place,. The house’s modillion
cornice breaks out to cap the second-story windows of the main façade.
Small, hip-roofed dormers light the attic story at sides and rear.

Simple peggedwindow frames indicate that part of the rear ell may
also he early. This shingled eli is mainly of one story, with a slightly
hipped roof, and extends across the full width of the rear of the house;
a small section is two stories in height.

An open, bracketted, one story porch with turned ncets has been
added to the west end’ of the house, and a simple pergola and shed adjoin
the house on the ‘east end. Except for a small, fehced-in garden on this
eastern side, the house is conpietely surrounded by te city1s municipal
parking area.
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The Cotton house, for’ many years the home of Dr. Charles Cotton,
surgeon on the U. S. S. Constitution, iè a fine example of early

,eighteenth-century darestic architectureand is very well preserved.

Like Newport’s dwellings of the seventeenthcentury, the house was
O built on the traditional wide’ building-line of ThamesStreet, the city’s
- ‘. earliest thoroughfare. As early as the ‘1720’s, however, new mansions

were being built in front of these earlier homes, thus transforming a
o wide avenue into the cramped, narrow lane known today. The Cotton house

is one of- the most important houses in ‘a city full of outstanding’ build
ings. It is significant historically for its associations with the
Cotton family and7for its early date. Architecturally, it is a charac-
teristic Newport/type. :Its gable-on-hip roof was being usedfor’ impor- ‘

- Ltant housesbuilt the inthe 1720’S and 1730’s. Also, it is-the only
house remaining on. the’ old buildin-aine ‘of Thames Street.’ . ,
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Downing., Antoinntto F., nnd Scully, Vincnt-J., Jr.s The Architectural
Hnri.tnrtn or Newport, Rhode Inland, l6i0-l91 Cambridge, Nasnachunetta,

, pp. b, 69.
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