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The Whnton Lyman-Hzzard House as originally built was a two story,

massive frame siructure with a steeply pitched roof. It had a
typical Massachuserits and Newpovt ground pian of a single room on
either side of a central chimney. The chimney.was.constructed of
brick but-its pilasntersd top 2nd mammoth size as well as the
fireplaces with coves sind reundad walls are typical of the

earliest Rhode Island practica. T R A

The steeply pitched roof extended out in front to form a hugh plaster
coved cornice, illusirated in the often used builder's manual,
Moxon's Mechanic Exercvises of 1698. A study of the roof framing

A paneled door, surmounted by a simple pediment and £lanked by two

-~ house by adding a two-story lean-to across the back. He also put

‘;772 by Wantomn.

- masked in solid mid-eighteenth century fielded paneling. At this
_time the framing. beams, including -the summer beams, were’'also encased
~in paneling. The main parlor had extra deLalllng of fluted pilasters

chamber was unmasked to show the chamfered ceiling beams and

‘were altered so they could be opened to reveal the seventeenth- -

revealed that this cove was ev1d&ntly part of the orlglnal construc-—
tion.

plain pilasters was probably sdded in 1782 when Lyman enlarged the

in three pedimented dormer windows in the front roof which were
removed in the restoration. The sash windows were installed in

On the interior, there is much evidence of transitional style. The
stairway, although built against the chimney, is done in three runs
which is luxurious in comparison with the ladder-like steepness of
seventeenth-century stairs. ..The ‘closed stringcourse with heavy mold-
ings of .cyma profile and short thckly turned balusters reveal a
Jacobean flavor._ R S LT

The - framework waszonirlnally exposed in all of -the rooms. This was

framing an overmanLe1 above the fireplace.
T

During the,restoration of 1927, Lhc framework in the upper north

massive gunstock corner posts. The vertical boarding of the
sheathed walls:is painted to imitate paneling, marbled in dull red
and gray. The cupboards flanking the fireplace in the dining room

century brick fireplace, with the rounded side walls, and the curve
of the cove between the.mantel and chimney girt. The early diamond
pattern of the paint in the early eighteenth -century kitchen ell
was also restored. : : . e .

The Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House is located on a corner lot with a
small terraced garden behind. The boundary is drawn to include the

IERY

.
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7. Description second page

house and all its grounds beginning at the northwest corner at the
intersection of Broadway and Stone Streets then continuing east along
the south curb of Stone Street to the house located at the northeast
corner on Stoné and Spring Streets, then south aloﬁg the wall of

the house to its end, turning east and following the wall of the house
to Spring Street, then south along Spring Street until the beginning
of the fence which marks the southern boundary, then west along this
fence until it intersects Broadway, then worth along the eastern curb
of Broadway to the point of beginning, as shown on the sketch map.
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Floor plan of Wanton-Lyman-Haiard House from HABS drawing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ®

The Wanton-Lyman—-Hazard House, probably built around 1695, is one of~
New Ingland's best Jacobean houses, highly significant as a representa-
tion of architectural transition from the seventeeth-century to the
eighteenth-century. While its. framing methods illustrate the construc-—
tion of houses of the early period, the elaboration of structural detail
and ornamentation reflects the changes which began early in the
eighteenth century and developed into Georigan design of the mid-century
Although other seventeenth~century structures may survive in Newport,
none presents to such degree the lines and character of its original
peried. Few houses survive anywhere which so carefully preserve the
early decorative features of a colonial house. The effort at

building a valuable surviving link between the seventeenth and elghteent.
centuries.

"HISTORY

The earlier known mention of the house occured in 1700 in a note from
a town meeting which indicates that a Stephen Mumford probably built
it just prior to 1700. The early method of framing supports the
‘belief that the house he sold to Richard Ward im 1724 was the same one.
The next record of ownership shows that Samuel Marryatt, tailor, owned
-1t before 1749, the year he sold it to William Earl. .
In 1765, Martin MHoward, Jr., an English loyalist and author of the
pro-British, "A Letter from a Gentleman at Halifax" was living in the
house for it was in that year that an angry mob attacked the house,
" smashing the doors, windows, and furniture when news of the Stamp Act
- reached Newport. By his own record, Howard had refinished the house
and. he was probably responsible for the 1nstallat10n of paneling in the
‘ south parlor and chamber above.
i .
One month after the attack, John Wanton purchased the house at public
auction. He made repairs and may have added the pedimented door.
His daughter, Polly, married Daniel Lyman in 1781 and their dauﬁhtery
Harriet, marrled Benjamin Hazard. The house remained in the Hazard-

»

architectural transition reflected by the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House makes

=i

Lyman family until 1927 when it was bought by the Newport Historical
Society. It was restored the same year by Norman Isham to preserve |
features of the various historical periods and is stil

1 operated as la
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

‘ 1. STATE : 2. THEME(S), IF ARCHEQLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH™ BEFORE THEME NO,
Rhode Island VI, English Exploration and Settlement to 1700
3. NAME(S) OF SITE . 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

Wanton - Lyman - Hazard House

5. EXACT LOCATION {Counly, fownship, roads, ete.  If difficudt fo find, aketch on Supplementary Sheet)
17 Broadway, Newport, Newport County, Rhode Island
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (lzo adwministralor if different from attner)

Newport Historical Society, 82 Touro Street, Newport, Rhode Island

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (frescrihe briefly what makes site imporiant end what reinainy are extunt) )

The Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House, built probably around 1695, is one of New England's best
Jacobean houses and is highly significant as a representation of architectural transi-
tion from the 17th to the 18th century. Its sturdy frame constructiom harks back to
the houses of the early period of New England settlement while its elaboration of
structural detail and ornamentation reflects the changes which began early in the

18th century and developed into the Georgian buildings of the middle Colonial period.
Although later research indicates that there may be other 17th century structures in
Newport, the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House is the only one whidlpresents to such a degree
the lines and character of its original period. . -

. ts
R

The earliest known mention of the house dates from 1724 when it was transferred from
one Stephen Mumford to Richard Ward, who, in 1740, became governor of the Colony of
Rhode Island. By 1765, the house was occupied by Martin Howard, the Tory Stamp Master
of Newport. The building was extensively damaged in the Stamp Act riots of 1765

and it is probable that subsequent repairs included the casing of the béams and the
installation of the mantel panellihg.

The house was originally a two and one-half story structure with a room on. either
side of the massive chimney and, probably, a kitchen ell on the rear. The chimney
is of brick rather than stone, As brick was not common in Rhode Island before the
18th century, its use here represents a well-preserved early example of brickwork

in the Colony. The characteristically steep pitch of the roof remains unchanged
and the only major changes in the house's original exterior are the addition of a
lean-to across the back and the installation of dormers, sash windows and the
"c¢lasgsic doorway which dates from 1782. The roof was kicked out in front to take

a huge plaster coved cornice, indicating an attempt on the part of the original
builder to break away from the simple treatment of the 17th century., The effort at -
architectural transition reflected by the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House makes the

?PE%&&%&&MAL%H%PWCEIMMhuuiv Lnk_between -t he_l1th_and_lBthucenturies+m“£cnnt_d4)‘____

treex; give location of manuseriplt und rere waorka)
Antoinette F, Downing, Early Homes of Rhode Island (Richmond, 1937), Hugh Morrison,"
Early American Architecture (New York 1952); MYHH k. SKENEREXBRMHXIAMEERXREXEHEXY
iwnxixnnxxxnnxkhxxﬂankanxkxmxnxHnxaxﬂxﬁnuxxxxﬁutixkxnxnkahﬂxﬁnwpaxkxﬂixknxxxni
SarieptyyxromyxkIXyxBreahrrxk K26

9. REFQRTS AND STUDIES ¢ ‘-!en!um fest reporty wed eteedles, vs, NP8 study, HHADBN, elc)
Historic American Buildings Survey (six photos, 1936); Maud L, Stevens and Jonas -

Bergner, Two Papers on the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House, Bulletin of the Newport
Historical Society, no. LIX, October 1926.

10. PHOTOGRAPHS * . { 11. CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE (Museum, furn, eic.) 13. DATE OF VISIT
ATTACHED:  ves{l wof@ | Good Historic house - museum October 28, 1959
(VME oF RECORDER (Signature) 15, TITLE ” T 16. DATE =
4’/%5 /§/;a/ i .Charles E. Shedd, Jr, Historic Sites Historian January 14, 196“

*DRY MOUNT ON AN B X 104 SHEET OF FAIRLY IEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOG
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE, IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROSER NEGATIVE EHVELOPES, TOGRAPHER.  GIVZ
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NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
'- SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or ecomments, for more space for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, ete. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary., When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

[
i

STAYE ) NAME{S) OF SITE
Rhode Island Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House
7. Importance and Description (cont'd,)
The Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House was purchased by the Newport Historical Society from
the Hazard family in 1927 and was restored under the direction of Norman M. Isham.
The north bedchamber has been restored to show the original ceiling beams and the
massive corner posts of the late l7th century. The house and its garden are
paintained in excellent condition. Furnishings are of the l8th century, with a

. few earlier pieces. The house is open to the public from May 15 to October 15.

-
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. NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS

1. STATE 2. THEME(S). 1IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE “ARCH'™ BEFORE THEME NO.

Rhode Island : V1, Englich Exploration and Scttlement to 1700
3. NAME(S) OF SITE . . i 4. APPROX. ACREAGE,

‘Wanton = Lypan = uasard House

5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, ronds, efc.  If difficull to find, aketch on Supplemeniary Sheet)
17 Broadway, Newport, Newport County, Bhode Island
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (-Also edminiatrator if different fram owner}

' Newport Historical Society, 82 Touro Street, Neuwport, Rhode Island
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION { Descrite briefly whal moker site important und whe! remeins are extant)
The Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House, built probably around 1635, iz one of New England's bezt
Jacobean houses and is highly significant as a representation of architectural transi-
tion from tho 17th to the Lith century. Its sturdy frame construction harks back to
the houses of the early period of ilow England settlament while its claboration of
‘structural detall and ormamentetion roflects the changes which began early in the
15th century and developed into the Georgian buildings of the middle Colonial pertod.
‘Although later voscarch indicates that there may be other i7th century structures in -
Newport, the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House is the only one whid prescnts to s:uch a degree
the linee and character of ite origiral period. ) :

~— - The earliest knowm mention of the house dates from 1724 when it vas transferred from
one Stephen Mimford to Richard Ward, who, in 1740, became povernor of the Colony of
Rhode Island., By 1765, the house was occcupied by Martin Houard, the Tory Stamp Master
of Rowport. Tha building was extennively damaged in the Stamp Act viots of 1765
and 1t is probable that subsequent repalrs included the caaing of tha bemns and the
inetallation of the mantel panelling. : T

'rhe housa was originally & two and cm-half stcry structure with a room on oither
" gide of the massive chimney and, probobly, a kitchen ell on the rear. The chimney
45 of brick rather than stone. As brick was not common in Rhode Icland before the
18th century, its use here represents a well-preserved carly exanple of brickwork
in the Colony. The characteristically stecp piteh of the roof remains unchanged
and the only major chenges in the housa's original exterior are the addition of a
~ lean=to acrocs tha back and tha installation of dormers, sesh windows and the
= slassie doorway which dates from 1732, The roof was kicied out in fromt to take
a huge plaster coved cornice, indicating an attempt on the part of the original ”
builder to break eway from the simple tyoatment of the 17th century. The effort-ap——
architectural transition reflected by the Wanton-Lyman-Hazard House makes the

_M&‘&mgi!-&imm%é ‘(G?L‘C !mourcca; é{‘l‘%wﬂ Uf I‘J’H‘IH,U C;I“'} & 1 }J'L_de?'l%fl i ﬂ!’i-?: aﬂe—_}aeﬂ_eeagurie

Antoinette F. Dowvning, Early Homee of Rhode Xslund (Piclmond, 1937), Rugh Morrison,
LFarly fmericon Architocturs (“ﬂow Yox-., 1952y XMHR k., Stmemm
memmmﬂzwmww
Snrdennpown istha Tt ammnc R iTg

. R nmo.q:sMSTumEsFrtmrrﬁ:r,rﬁmm and sindles, s, NPS study, HEIBS, eie) ™ o
Historic Anmerican Duildings Survey (six photma. 19313); H.:md L. Stmcns and Jonas

Bergner, Tuo Popcrs on the Wantoneloman-ilazerd House, Dullctip of the Hewport
B B Jligg_arical. tocloty, R0, LIX, October 1920.

0. PHOTOGRAPHS * H CONDITION 12. PRESENT USE ( Musenm, farm, cte.} 13. DATE OF VISIT

[ 3

r

arracieD:  visl] wiY | Good ' Mstoric house =~ ruseum October 28, 1957
14. NAME OF RECORDER (Signature) 15. THLE 16. DATE : '
!:hm:las:ﬁpshedé;_.! L fictoris Sitas Histpeian .. IJanuary 14, 1930

*DRY MOUNT ON At 8 X 1015 SHEET OF FAIRLY NEAVY PAPER. (GENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE, DATEQF PHOTOGRAPH. AN NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. 67
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED, ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. S8 RAPHER. 67

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE 15 NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET 10~317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
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This sheet is to be used for giving edditional information or comments,'for_ more sp&cé for any item on the
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order

* of the items, All information given should be headed by. the 1tem number its name, and the word (cont’d), as,
. 6 Descnptmn and Importance (cont’d) .

STATE RAME(S) OF SITE

Bhode Tolend Vantea~Lynan-Hzezard House -
7+ Importance and &ccription {coni"a,)

' Tho Wanton-Lyman<Hasgard louse was purchased by the Newport listorical Society from

the Hazard fomily in 1927 and was reatored ungder the direction of NHovman M. Ishem,
The north bedchamber hos bean restored to show tha original ceiling beems and the
massive corner posts of the latoe 17th century. The house and its garden are

" maintained in cxcellent condition. Furnishings are of the 13th century, with a

few earlier pleres., The housa 4s open to ths public from Kay 15 to October 15.
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